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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE present Volume embraces the Period from the 


Accession of King George the First, in the month of 
August 1714, to the Meeting of the Sixth Parliament of 
Great Britain (being the Second of the said King’s Reign) 
in the month of October 1722. The Materials have 


_ been principally collected from the following Works: 


1, The Journals of the House of Lords: 2. The Journals 
of the House of Commons: 3. The Political State of 


Great Britain, by Mr. A. Boyer; of which Chandlers _ 


History and Proceedings of the House of Commons, 


during this period, is a careless Abridgment: 4. The 


Historical Register: 5. Timberland’s History and Pro- 


. ceedings of the House of Lords: 6. Tindal’s Continuation 


of Rapin’s History of England : and, 7. Mr.. Coxe’s 


Memoirs of the Life and Administration of Sir Robert. 


Walpole ; together with the valuable original. Correspond- 
ence and authentic Papers contained therein. 


The whole of the very important Proceedings, relating 


to the fatal South Sea Project, have been detailed with — 
great accuracy: and it is confidently presumed, that the 
Reader will find in the following pages, the fullest and 


most complete History of that disastrous Scheme, from 


the first Proposition of the South Sea Company to Par-— 
liament, in January 1720, to the passing of the Bill of - 


Pains and Penalties against the Directors of the said 
Company, in J uly | 1721, that has hitherto appeared. 


February 1811. 
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8. 

31. 

1716. Jan. 9. 
1715. Mar.@1. 
July 20. 

Sept. 21. 

1716. Jan. 9. 
21. 

- Feb. 17. 
June 26. 

1717. Feb. 20. 
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1718. Mar.21. 
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1719. Mar. 10. 
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_ 1721. July 31. 
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1716. Jan. ‘9. 
1717. April 3. 
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Mar. 17. 
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Against James Duke of Ormond, 138. 

Against Thomas Earl of Strafford, 14—The Earl’s Answer, 
246. . 

Against the Earls of Derwentwater, Nithisdale, Carnwath, and 
Wintoun; Viscount Kenmure, and the Lords Widdrington, 
and Nairn: 238—Answer of the Earl of Derwentwater, 266— 
Answer of Lord Widdrington, 268s—Answer of the Earl of 
Nithisdale, 270—Answer of the Earl of Wintoun, 27 9. 


TIL KING’S SPEECHES. 


On Opening the Session, 42. 

Relating to an Invasion by the Pretender, 111. 

At the Adjournment, 221. 

Respecting the Rebellion, 223. 

Relating to the Pretender’s heading the Rebellion in Sota 
276. 

Relating to the Pretender’s Flight out of Scotland, 288. 

At the Close of the Session, 386. 

On Opening the Session, 395. 


Respecting a Reduction of the Land Foreés, an Act of Stace, 
&c. 447. 


At the Close of the Session, 498. 

On Opening the Session, 499. 

At the Close of the Session, 556. 

On Opening the Session, 557. 

Relating to an Invasion from Spain, 595. 
At the Close of the Session, 600. | 
On Qpening the Session, 602. 

At the Close of the Session, 650. - 

On Opening the Session, 678. 

On the State of the Public Credit, 900. 


- At the Close of the Session, 911. 


On Opening the Session, 912. 
At the Close of the Seventh and Last Saou of the Fifth Par- 
liament of Great Britain, 981. 


IV. KING'S MESSAGES. 


For an Adjouenment, 205. 

For a Supply against Sweden, 435. 

On being chosen Governor of the South Sea Company, 535, 
For an Additional Number of Seamen, 554, 

On declaring War with Spain, 581. 
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1719. 
1720. 


Relating to the Peerage, 590. 


Relating to the erection of-Corporations for insuring Ships and 
Merchandize, 648. 


Relating to the Petition of the South Sea Company, 711. 
For a Subsidy to Sweden, 844. : 
Relating to the Civil List, 856. 


| Vv. LIsTs. 


Of the House of ee 


Of the House of Connenet in the Fifth Parliament ‘of Great 


Britain, 32. 
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against the Bill for repealing the Triennial Bill and making 
Parliaments Septennial, 367. 

Of the Members of the House of Commons who voted for 
and against the Bill for Strengthening the Protestant Inter- 
est, 585. 


. Of the Members of the House of Commons who voted for and 


against the Peerage Bill, 624. 
Of Bubbles, 650. 


Of the Public Acts passed from the Accession of George the 
First in August 1714 to the Dissolution of the Fifth Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain in March, 1722, aipenats CCXXXill. 


VI PETITIONS. 


Of the Duchess of Ormond to enlarge ne Duke’s time for ap- 
pearance, 142. 


Of the Earl of Wintoun for other Counsel, 271. 
Of Lord Nairn for Mercy, 273. 
Against the Septennial Bill, 308, $74. 


3 (several Remarkable) for Justice on the Authors of the pre- 


. sent Calamities, 760. 


Of the City of London touching the Bill relating to the - 


Plague, 929. 


Of the ane against the Quakers’ Affirmation Bill, 
942. 


VII. PROTESTS. 


Against the Bills of Attainder against Lord Bolingbroke and 


the Duke of Ormond, 143. 


On rejecting a Clause proposed to be added to the Bill for 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, 275. 
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| June 22. Against the Bill relating to the Forfeited Estates, 384. 
1717. Mar.23. Against passing the Mutiny Bill, 429. 
. April 3. Respecting the Oxford Riots, 433. : 
May 22. Onthe Question, Whether the Earl of Oxford’s Impeachment - 
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1721. Jan. 9. Against a Resolution, That the Commissioners of the Treasury 
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the Bill relating to the Plague, 930. 
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Quarantine Act, 933. 
19. Against rejecting a Motion for Sir George Byng’s Instructions 
concerning the Action against the Spanish Fleet, 935. 
21. Against passing the Mutiny Bill, 936. 7 
1729. Jan. 13. On the Navy Debt, 940. 
17. Against rejecting a Petition of the Londen Clergy against the 
Quakers’ Affirmation Bill, 944. 
18. Against the passing of the Quakers’ Affirmation Bill, 946. 
25. Against rejecting a Motion for the Instructions relating to the 
' British Squadrons sent into the Baltic for several Years 
past, 953. 
Against the Resolutions touching the Navy Debt, 955. 
Feb. 1. Against rejecting a Motion, That -victualling the Ships 
abroad was oné Cause of the Increase of the Navy Debt, 953. 
3. On refusing to adjourn when the aie Chancellor came too late 
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Quakers’ Affirmation Bill, 979. 
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VII. REPORT 5. 


1715. -June 9. . From the Secret Committee of the House of Commons relating 
| to the late Negociations of Peace and Commerce, &c. Re- 
ported by the Right Hon. Robert Walpole, Chairman of the 

said Committee, Appendir, i. 


Sept.20, Of the Committee of Secrecy respecting ‘Mr. Matthew - 
Prior, 214. 


1717. Dec.2}. Made by Sir Isaac Newton, Master of the Mint, concerning 
the State of the Gold and Silver Coins, 525 


1721. Feb. 16. First, of the Committee of Secrecy on the Proceedings of the 
| South Sea Company, 711. Second Report, 748. | Third 
Report, 754. Fourth Report, 797. Fifth Report, 802. 

Sixth Report, 811. Seventh Report, $37. 


April17. From the Committee appointed to enquire into the Value of 
the Estates of the South Sea Directors, 780. 


‘IX. OFFICERS OF STATE. 


Persons filling the secerul High Offices in Church and State from the Accession of King 
George the First, in August 1714, to the Meeting of the Sixth Parliament of Great 
Britain. ad , | 


~~ a ARCHBISHOPS, 


| 1719. . Archbishop of Canterbury.... William Wake, translated from Lincoln. 


Sir William Dawes, bart. translated from 
1713. - = - = = = of York... wd Pierre 


Bisnops, 


1714. Bishop of St. Asaph ...0.06. John Wynne. 
' 4715. - - --- - Bangor ........... » Benjamin Hoadly, translated to Hereford. 
, eeecerecoere Richard Rey molds : 


é 
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1703. -- - - - Bath and Wells .. 
1714. ----- Bristol eee George Smallridge. 
1719. ----- srecsesevesevesees Hugh Boulter. 
1709. ----- Chichester ..........00006 _Tbhomas Manningham. 
1714. - - -% - Coventry and Litchfield: Edward Chandler. 
1712. - - -- - St. Davids ................ Adam Ottley. 
I713. = - = = -Elyscssccsssccsrsseerseeee William Fleetwood. - 
1716. ---- - Exeter cissavcssnsacess .». Lancelot Blackburn. 
1714. ----- Gloucester ........sc00e0 
1721. ----- SST sscsscceeee Joseph Wilcocks, 
1719. ----. Hereford ...ssscseseeee » Philip Besse, translated to St. Davids. 
1721. ----- — ssesssssoceeseeeee Benjamin Hoadly. 
1706. ----- Landaff ....c0secseceeaees John Tyler. 
1715. - -. + = = Lincoln ....cc.eeceeee0ee8 Edmund Gibson. 
1713. - - - = - London .......0000 ws» John Robinson. 
1707. ----- Norwich. secvcccoceseveees Charles Trimnell. 
1721. ----- scesscecsoveeeee Thomas Green, ,; 
1715. - - - = = Oxford ........0..0s00008 John: Potter, : _ 
1691. ----- Peterborough: sossseceeees Richard Cumberland. 
1718. -----: tecccsccecseseeees White Kennet. 
1713. ----- Rochester ......sse.0000. Francis Atterbury. 
1715. - - -.- - Salisbury sosscssveeeeee Wilhiam-Talbot. 
\721. ---+- tecsssesseene Richard Willis, _ 
1707. ---.-- Winchester sseneuiwe “ Sir Jonathan. Trelawney, bart, 
172]. ------ ssssesecoeeeeeeeee | Charles Trimnell. ° 
1699. ----- Worcester .....0000002e.. William Lloyd. 
0 John Hough, 
1692. ----- Carlisle isséecsucs soedess William Nicholson. 
1718. - - = = ~ ———  aasacscccceecesen. Samuel Bradford. | 
1713. -'- - = - Chester ........cccccc0008 Francis Gastrell. — 
1674. ----- Durham ..,...sce00000008 Nathaniel, Lord Crew. 
Lorn Hiep CHancettors. 
1714. William, Lord Cowper, Sept. 21. 
1718. 


Vou. VII. 


Sept. 17, 


June 23, 
April 16, 


Thomas, Lord Parker, May 12. Created Viscount Parker,and 


. George Hooper. 


Richard Willis, translated to Salisbury. 


Earl of Macclesfield, Nov. 5,.17 21. 


: PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE. 


ley; esy. . 


Joseph Addison, esq. vice Lord Townshend. 
d 


y ; 


Charles, Viscount Townshend, vice Viscount Bolingbroke. 
. 24, James Stanhope, esq. afterwards Earl Stanhope, vice W. Brom- 


Paul Methuen, esq. during the absence of Earl Stanhope. 
Charles, Earl of Sunderland, vice Lord Stanhope. 
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1718. Mar.14. James Craggs, esq. vice Mr. Addison. 


1721. 


1714. 


1714. 


1715. 
1715. 


- 1716. 


1717. 


1718. 


1720. 


18. 


James, Earl Stanhope, viee Lord Sunderland. 


Feb. 8. Charles, Viscount Townshend, vice Lord Stanhope. 
Mar. 4. John, Lord Carteret, vice Mr. Craggs, afterwards Earl Granville, 


\" 


SPEAKER OF THE House or Commons. 


The Honourable ae Compton. 


COMMISSIONERS FOR EXECUTING THE OFFICE OF Losp Hien 


Oct. 13. 


TREASURER OF ENGLAND. 


Charles, Earl of Halifax. . | 
Sir Richerd Onslow, Bart. Chancellor of the Eacheguer 
Sir William St. Quintin, Bart. , 


_ Edward Wortley Montagu, esq. 


May 23. 


Oct. 11. 


June 25, 


April 15. 


Mar. 18. 


June 11. 


Paul Methuen, esq. 


Charles, Earl of Carlisle ; in the r room of Lord Halifax, deceas- 
‘ed; and the same Board. 


Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Daniel Finch, Lord Finch. 

Sir William St. Quintin, Bart. 

Paul Methuen, esq. 

Hon. Thomas Newport. 

Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the + Bxcheqer 
Sir William St, Quintin, Bart. 

Paul Methuen, esq. 

Hon. Thomas Newport (afterwards Lord Torrington.) 
Richard Edgecumbe, esq. 


James Stanhope, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer (afterwards 
Earl Stanhope.) 


Thomas, Lerd Torrington. 

John Wallop, esq. 

George Baillie, esq. 

Thomas Micklethwaite, esq. (afterwards Viscount ‘Mickle- 
thwaite in Ireland.) 

Charles, Karl ef Sunderland. 

John Aislabie, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


John Wallop, esq. (afterwards Viscount Lymington and Earl 
of Portsmouth.) 


George Baillie, esq. 

William Clayton, esq. 

Charles, Earl of Sunderland. 

John Aislabie, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


‘N 


. George Baillie, esq. 


Sir Charles Turner, Bart. 
Richard Edgecumbe, esq. 
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1721. Sir John Pratt, knt. Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

172]. April 3. Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Baillie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, Bart. | oe 
Richard Edgecumbe, esq. (afterwards Lord Edgecumbe) 7 
Hon..Henry Pelham. | 


Masten oF THE Rows.  < 


1717. July 13. Sir Joseph Jekyll. 


_ ATTORNEYS GENERAL. 


1710. Oct. 19. _ Sir Edward Northey, knight. : | 
1717. Mar. 14. Nicholas Lechmere, esq. afterwards Lord Lechmere, 
1720. May 9. Sir Robert Raymond, knt. afterwards Lord Raymond. 


Soricitors General. 


1714. Oct. 15. Nicholas Lechmere, esq. 

1715. Dec. 21. John Fortescue Aland, esq. 
1716. Feb. 6. Sir William Thompson, knt. 
1719. Mar.2@. Sir Philip Yorke, int. 
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COBBETT’S | 


Be ae 


Parliamentary History, 


i) 
ae 


As soon as queen Anne had resigned hér 
‘last breath,’ the privy council met, and the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the lord chancellor, - 
and resident Kreyenberg (in whose hands they 
were lodged) procured thé elector of Bruns- 
wick’s three instruments, nominating the per- 
‘sons to bé added, as lords justices, to the sever’ 
great officers of the realm®. After thé open- 
ing of the instruménts, a proclamation was 
issued, declaring that the high and mighty 
prince George elector of Brunswick Lunenberg, 
was, by the death of queen Anne, become ‘our 
lawful and rightfal liege lord, king of Great’ 
Britain, France, and Freland.—King George 
‘was proclaimed at the usual places, and witht 
the usual solemnities, ih the cities of London’ 
and Westminster.. The streets were crowded! 
with multitudes of people, and no disorder way 
committed. The same.day the lords justices 
appointed the earl of Dorsei to carry the king 
the news of his inauguration, and to attend him 
in his journey to England. The earl of Ila, 
lord jastice general of North Britain, having 
received notice of the queen’s death, and erders. 
to proclaim the king, went to the lodgings of. 
the duke of Montrose (one of the lords of the 
regency) where he found the marquis of Twee-. 
dale, and several other lords and petsons of dis- 
tinction, who, with the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, and the officers of the state, caused the . 
king to be proclaimed with great ceremony. 
Two days after the lords justices of Ireland, 


1 GEORGE THE FIRST, A. D. 1714. 


A.ccesstow or Grorcr THE First.] August 
1, 1714. Pursuant to the act of succession, 
George Lewis, son of Emest Augustus, first 
elector of Brunswick Lunenburgh, by the 
princess Sophia, grand-daughter of king James 
1. ascended the throne on the death: of queen 
Anne. His mature age, being then 54 years 
old [He was born May 28, 1660,] his experi- 
ence, his personal qualities, his numerous fa- 
mily, the general peace then in Europe, the 
interest his allies had to support him, seemed 
to promise. him a quiet and peaceable reign ;. 
but, however, he was not without his disturb- 
ances, This prince had great talents for a 
~ Crown, and had: not failed to exert them on 
Qccasioi. He was concerned in all the. affairs 
of Germany, and always came off with advan- 
tage. The great services:-he had done for the 
emperor Leopold, determined the emperor Jo- 
seph, his successor, to use all his power to pro- 
cure him, admittance into the electoral college : 
and, the emperor Charles, successor of Joseph, 
caused him to he acknowledged lector by 
Lewis. 14,. and by the electors of Cologn and 
Bavaria, who, till the treaty of Rastadt, had re- 
fysed, hum that title. He had waged war in 
erson.and with suceess. His campaign on the: 
ine in 1709 was glorious, and would: have 
been much more: sa, had not the too: great 
bravery of coupt Merci disappointed his pro- 
ject ot sending aid,to the duke of Savoy, to | - | 
eviable him to penetrate into la Franche Comté..|. * The great officers. were; Dr. Tennison, 
This prince had an excellent spirit and nable | archbishop of Canterbury; . lord chancellor 
sentiments; be was much more sensible of | Harcourt: John Sheffield, duke of Bucking- 
services than of injuries; courageous, little | hamshire, lord’ president ; Charles Talbot, duke 
capable of” dissembling or hiding his thoughts ; } of Shrewsbury, lord treasurer ; William Legg, 
my maxim (said he, soon after his arrival in | earl of Dartmouth, lord privy-seal; Thomas — 
_ Engtand).,‘ is never to abandon: my: friends, to | Wentworth, ‘earl of Stratford, first’ commis- 
‘s * do justice:to all the world, and to fear no man.”} siaiier of the admiralty ; sir Thomas Parker, -- 
o these valuable qualities he joined a great | lord ‘chief’ justice of the King’s-bencli. To 
application to business, and a sincere desire to | these were adtfed, by the elector of Brunswick, 
render his subjects: happy: All thiese virtues to- } jm the instrument under his own hand, the fol- 
gether had gained’ hinr'tlte respect and love of | lowing persons: The dukes of Shrewsbury ; 
his German’ subjects, ‘who were alf sabmissive | Somerset; Bolton; Devonshire; Kent; Ar- 
to his will; and’their obedierice'bad nothing of | gyle; Montrose; Roxburgh; the earls of: 
coustrait, hecause’ his commands weré always | Pomfret; Anplesey; Carlisle 5 Nottingham ; 
réasonuble, and’ dictated both by equity and'| Abingdon; Scarborough ; Orford; Jord viscount 
goodness: - , : | res Jord Halifax ; and lord Cowper. 
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the archbishop of Armagh, and sir Constantine 
“Phipps, having received the like notice, pro- 

claimed the king on the 6th of August at Dub- 

lin. At the same time, they issued a procla- 

mation for disarming papists, and seizing their 
- horses. 

‘There was not the least disturbance or in- 
terruption given in any place to the proclaiming 
of the king ; only at Oxford, the mayor receiv- 
ed a letter shi, by a person in a batchelor’s 
gown, requiring him to proclaim the Pretender*. 

The mayor communicated this letter to the 
vice chancellor, and both of them transmitted 
copies of it to Mr. ecey Bromley, repre- 
sentative for the university of Oxford, who sent 
them letters of thanks. The vice chancellor 
also offered a reward of 1001, to the discoverer 
of the author. | 

Inthe sean time, the lords of the regency 

. finding the nation much exposed by the ill con- 
lition of the army and fleet, took all possible 
precautions to guard against a surprise.. They 
dispatched such officers of the ariny, as they 
could trust, to their respective posts; gave 
orders to reiaforce the garrison of Portsmouth, 
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and sent vessels out to view the harbours of 


France. They chose Mr. ‘Joseph Addison to 
be their secretary, and ordered all dispatches, 
directed to the secretary of state, to be sent to 
him. ‘This was particularly mortifying to the 
lord Bolingbroke, who was now obliged to 
stand at the door of the council chamber with 
his bag and papers, and to receive orders from 
those, whom a few days before, he expected 
to command. { . 


SECOND SESSION or raz FOURTH PAR- 
LIAMENT or GREAT BRITAIN. 


The Parliament ot The parliament 
met at Westminster, the afternoon of the ver 
day the queen died, pursuant to the act whic 
regulated:the succession ; but sir Thomas Han- 
mer, bart. Speaker of the House of Commons, 
being in the country, Mr. William Bromley, 
Secretary of State, moved to adjourn to the 

« Wednesday following; whicl: being seconded, 
sir Richard Onslow opposed the same, as 


_, being too. long an adjournment at so critical 


‘a juncture, and therefore moved for adjourning 
tothe next day only ; which last motion was 
agreed to. » ™ 


-The Lords Justices’s Speech to both Houses.} 
Aug. 5. The lord Harcourt, lord high chancel- 
lor, and the rest of the lords justices, came to the 
House of Lords, and the House of Commons 


* In the letter were these expressions: ‘This 
1s to-warn you, if you should receive an order 
to proclaim Hanover, not tocomply with it, for 
the hand of Gud is now at work to set things 
upon a right foot, and in a few days you will 
see wonderful changes ;_ which if you are wise 
enough to foresee, you will obtain grace and fa- 
vour from the hands of bis sacred majesty king 
James, &c.” ? Tindal 


e 
~ 


. ff 
being sent for. and attending, the lord chan- 
cellor made the following speech to both houses. 


“© My Lords and Gentlemen ;—It having 
pleased Almighty God to take to himself our 
late most gracious queen, of blessed memory, 
we hope that nothing has been omitted, which 
might contribute to the safety of these realms, 
and the preservation of oar religion, laws, and 
liberties, in this great conjuncture. As these 
invaluable blessings have been secured to us 
by those acts of Parliament, which have settled 
the succession of these kingdoms in the most 
illustrious house of Hanover, we have regulated 
our proceedings by those rules which are therein 
prescribed. 

‘¢ The privy council, soon after the demise 
of the late queen, assembled at St. James’s, 
where, according to the said acts, the three in- 
struments were produced. and opened, which 
hed been deposited in the hands of the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the lord chancellor, and 
the resident of Brunswick, Those who either 
by'their offices, or by virtue of these instruments, 

bad the bonoar of being appointed lords jus- 
tices, did, m conjunction with the council, im- 
mediately ‘proceed to the proclaiming of our 


lawfuland rightful sovereign king George, taking, _ 
at the same time, the necessary care te maine ~ 


tain the public peace. 

‘¢ In pursuance of the acts before-mentioned, 
this Parliament is now assembled ; and we are 
persuaded, you all bring with you so hearty a 
disposition for his majesty’s service, and the 
public good, that we cannot doubt of your as- 
sistance in every thing which may promote 
those gréat ends. 

‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons;’ 
We find it necessary to put you in mind, that 
several branches of the public revenue are. ex- 
pired by the demise of her late majesty; and’ 
to recommend to you, the making such previ- 
sions, in that respect, as may be requisite to 
‘support the honour and dignity of the crown 3 
And we assure ourselves, you will not be want- 
ing in any thing that may conduce to the esta- 
blishing and advancing of the public credit. 

sd My lords and gentlemen ; We ferbear 
laying be 
quire your immediate consideration, not having 
received his:majesty’s pleasure; we shall only 
exhort you, with the greatest earnestness, to a 


| perfect unanimity, and afirm adherence to our 


sovereign’s interest, as being the only means 
to continue among us our present happy tran- 
qaillity.” | 

{The Lords’ Address of Congratulatien. | The 
Lords agreed upon the following Address to his 
majesty: . ren 

“ Most gracious sovereign ; 
‘We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 


subjects, the lords spiritual and temporal in | 


parliament assembled, though deeply sensible 
of the great loss these nations Lave sustained. 
by the demise of her late .majesty. of blessed 


memory, think it our duty, at the same time, | 


fore-you any thing that does not re- - — 
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with thankful hearts to Almighty God, to con- 
gratulate your majesty upon your happy and 
gine accession to your thfpne: And we 

o, with the utmost loyalty and duty, assure 
your majesty of our zealous and firm resolu- 
tions, to support your undoubtedly rightful and 
lawful title to the crown, against all enemies 
and pretenders whatsoever.— Our zeal and af- 
' fection for your majesty’s service, engage us to 
exert ourselves with all vigour and unanimity 
for securing the public safety; and we will 
always, to the utmost of our power, maintain 
the honour and dignity of your crown: And 
we do with faithful hearts heseech your majes- 
ty, as soon as possible, to give us your royal pre- 
sence, which we are persuaded will be attend- 
ed with all other blessings to your kingdoms,” 


The King’s Answer.] This Address having 
been sent to the king, then at Hanover, his 
Majesty returned the following Answer. 

“G. R, a 

“‘T take this first opportunity to return you 
my bearty thanks for your address, and the as- 
surances you have given me therein. —The zeal 
and unanimity you have shewn upon my ac- 
cession to the crown, are great encouragements 
to me, and I shall always esteem the continn- 
ance of them as one of the greatest blessings 
' of my reign.—No one can be more truly sensi- 
ble than I am, of the loss sustained by the 
death of the late queen, whose exemplary piety 
and virtues so much endeared her to ber people, 
and for whose memory I shall always have a 
particular regard.—My best endeavour shall 
never be wanting to repair this loss to the nation. 
I will make it my constant care to preserve 
your religion, laws ahd liberties inviolable, and 
to advance the honour and prosperity of my 
kingdoms.—I am hastening to you, according 
to your desire, so affectionately expressed in 
your Address,” 4 


The Address of the Commons.] The Com- 
mons being returned to thejr house, 

"Mr. Secretary Bromley moved for an Ad- 
dress of condolance and congratulation, insist- 
ing much on the great loss the nation had sus- 
tained by thedeatb of the late queen. | 

Mr. Robert Walpele moved for something 
more substantial, ‘ to give the king assurances 
of their making good all parliamentary funds.’ 

Mr. Thomas Onslow, (afterwards lord On- 
slow) observed, That the stress of the Ad- 
dress ought not to lie upon condoliog, but upon 

Congratulating ana giving the king assurances 
of their maintaining both his majesty’s undoubt- 
ed title to the crown, and public credit.’ 

Accordingly, instructions were given for draw- 
ing up the following Address, which was una- 
Rnimously agreed to the next day; : 

“s Most gracious sovereign ; . : 

“ We yoor majesty’s most dutifal and loyal 

gabjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
partincinnt assembled, having a just sense of 
the great loss the nation bas sustained by the 
death of our late sovereign lady queen Anne, 


ef blessed memory, humbly crave leave te con- 


-” 
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dole with your majesty on thissad occasion.— 


-It would but aggravate our sorrow, particularly: 


to enumerate the virtues of that pious and most 
excellent princess ; the duty we owe to your 
majesty, and to our country, oblige us to mo- 
derate our grief, and heartily to congratulate 
your majesty’s accession to the throne; whose 
‘princely virtues give us a certain prospect of 
future happiness in the security of our religion, 
laws, and liberties, and engage us to assure 
your majesty, that we will, to our utmost, sup- 
port your undoubted right to the imperial crown 
of this realm, against the Pretender ard all 
other persons whatsoever.— Your faithful Com- 
mons cannot but express their impatient de- 
sire for your majésty’s safe arrival and presence 
in Great Britain—In the mean time, we hum- 
bly lay before your majesty the unanimous re- 
solution of this House, to maintam the public 
credit of the nation, and effeetually to make 
good ell fands which have been granted b 

parliament, for the security of any money which 
has been, or shall be advanced for the public 
service, and to endeavour, by every thing in 
our power, to make your majesty’s reign happy 
and glorious.” - = | 


[The King’s Answer.) To this Address the 
king ae the following Answer: : 
66 


© Your dutiful and loyal Address is very ac- 
ceptableto.me. The unanimity and affection. 
my Commons have shewn, upon my accession. 
to the crown, are most agreeable instances.and 
pledges of their fidelity tome. I have a just - 
sense of your inexpressible loss, by the death 


_of your late sovereign. You may be assured of | 


my constant endeavours to secure to you the full 
enjoyment of your religion, laws, and liberties ; 
and that it will always be my aim to make you 
an happy and flourishing people ; to which your 
resolution to maintain the public credit of the 
nation will greatly contribute. 1am hastening 
to you according to your earnest desire, and the _ 
just expectations of my people.” 


The Civil List settled.| A motion being 
made, that a Supply be granted to the 
king, for the better support of his majesty’s 
houshold, and the honour and dignity of the 
crown, the consideration, thereof was referred 
to the committee of the whole House the next 
day, when the same was agreed to nem. con, 
and framed into a resolution. And on the 7th 
a bill being ordered to be brought in accord- 
ingly, Mr. Wykes proposed tacking to ita bill 
for limiting the number of officers in the House 
of Commons, but nobody seconding that moe - 
tion, it dropped. | | 

- Some members having moved for sir William 
Wyndham, Chancellor of the Exchequer, to be 
chairman of the grand committee of subsidy, 
Mr. Robert Walpole replied that Mr. Conyers. 
had for so many years so well discharged that 
office, that it would be ungrateful, unwanoerly 
and imprudent to chuse another: on which 
Mr. Conyers carried it.—Then it was proposed 


to give the king one million sterling ; but thie 
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motion, though not directly apposed, afterwards 


ropped. * 


Motion for paying the Hanoverian Troops, 
and offering a Reward to apprehend the Pre- 
tender.] Aug. 12, Mr, Conyers preseated to 
the House the hill for the better support of his 
majesty’s houshold, &c. and on thesecond read- 
ing thereof the next day Mr. Horatio Walpole 
moved, That the committee of the whole house, 
to whom the said: bill was committed, might 
have power to receive one clause, to enable the 
Lord Treasurer, or commissioners of the trea- 
sury for the time being, to issue the sum of 
65,022I. 8s. 8d. being the arrear due to the 
troops of Hanover, for their service in the Low 
Countries inthe year 1712, out of the 800,000/. 
granted in the last session of parliament tu her 
laie majesty, towards satisfying the debt due on 
account to the land forces. Aud another clause 
to enable and require the lord high traggurer, 
&c. ta issue out of any money granted by par- 
Lament 100,000/. for apprehending the Pre- 
tender. , oe | 
\, Sir William Wyndham seconded Mr. Wal- 
pole in the first clause; and Ms. Shippen, 
member for Saltash, very ingenuously owned, 
he had opposed that payment in the late reign, 
but that he was for it now. ‘Mr. Aldworth, + 


* “ The Whigs acted with extraordinary pru- 
dence at this crisis; for when the renewal of 
the civil list was brought into the lower House, 
the Tories, under pretence of extraordinary zeal 
for the new gavernment: proposed one million, 
which was 300,000/. more than the revenue of the 


fate queen, but the king’s friends, apprehensive: 


that the Tories acted insidiously either with a 
view to conciliate favour, or for the purpose of 
reproaching him afterwards, as oppressing the 
_ Bation by a higher revenue than his predecessor 
had enjoyed, did not second the motion, and 
it was dropped.” Coxe’s Walpole. : 
:t “On the 20th of September the king made. 
his public entry into London. On the following 
day a aadaccident happened, which a little 
changed the gay humour the court was in; 
harles Aldworth, esq. member of parliament 
or Windsor, had imbibed at St. Germains in 
France, strong prejudices against the Hanover 
succession ; which, at his return to England, he. 
made na scruple of publishing, and confirmed 
_ them by frequent drinking the Pretender’s 
- health, This could not but endear him to lord 
Bolingbroke and his faction ; but it drew upon 
him several quarrels, in which he met with sume 
disgraces ; and in the latter part of the queen's 
reign he set so great a value on that merit of 
his, that he’ thought himself, not. sufficiently 
taken natice of, which made him a little restive. 
He gave his tongue a great liberty in railing at 
_ the old mtnistry ; and to ingratiate himself with 
their successors, charged it asa crime on colonel 
Chudleigh, of the foot-guards, that he bad 
drunk the duke of Marlborough’s health, Co- 
lenel Chudleigh, the other colonel’s cousin meet- 


ing, unexpectedly, Mic, Aldworth in the pre- 


% 


a ther decision,” Olduaizon. 
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member for Windsor, back’d likewise the mon 
tion; but as if he designed to expose the 
member, who, at this juncture, appeared sa 


forward to pe those very troops, which, a few 


months before, he had treated as runaways, 
hessaid, “ That for his part, he bad formerly 
been against that payment, because he had 
beep given to understand, in that very bouse, 
that those troops were deserters; but that he 
had since been informed, that they were hired 
to fight, and had served well as long as there 
was fighting ; and if when they came in sight 
of the enemy, they who had hired them, would 
not suffer them to fight, he did not see the rean 
son why they should he called deserters.” As 
to the clause, for a reward of 100,0001. for aps 
prehending the Pretender, Mr. Campion, knight 
of the shire for Sussex, said, “‘ That he was 
not in the House, when that clause was moved } 
but if he bad been present, he would have op~ 
posed it; because in his opinion, the Protestant 
succession was no longer in danger, since his 
majesty’s peaceable accession to the throne; 
and he defted‘all the house to prove the con- 
trary.” He was seconded by Mr. Shippen: 
but Mr. W. Pulteny, and, after him the lord 
Lumley argued “ That the Protestant suc- 
cession was in danger, as long as there was & 
Popish Pretender, who had many friends both 
at home and abroad: That the late queen wag 
scnsible of that danger, when she issued out 
her proclamation against him; and that the 
case was not altered by her majesty’s demise: 
That the nation would he at no charge, if the 
Pretender did not attempt to land: and if ha 
did 160,000/. would be well bestowed to ape 
prehend him.” To which no reply was made. 


The Lords’ Justices Speech to both Houses on 
receiving Letters from the King.] Aug. 13. Mr. 
Craggs, who, the day before the queen died 
had been dispatched to Hanover, retarned 
this day with letters from the king to. the lords | 
justices : and the chancellor in their name made 
the following speech to both Houses. 

“ My lords, andgentlemen; “ [t is with great 
satisfaction we can now tell you, that we have 


‘this morning received g letter from the king, 


wherein his majesty is graciously pleased to 
acquaint us, that his majesty is hastening bithen 
to employ his utmost care for putting these 
kingdoms into a happy and flourishing con- 


sence-chamber at St, James’s expostulated with: 
-him about it, and some by-standers, expressing 
their wonder, that men who had publicly drunk 
the Pretender’s heaith, should dare to appear in | 
that place, Mr. Aldworth came to hard words — 
with colonel Chudleigh, and challenged him 3 
upon which they both weat out, and feught im 
Marybone fields, notwithstanding colonel Bis- 
set's endeavours to prevent it. Aldworth was 
killed on the spot, and the king being told. ity 
expressed his indignation at people’s quarrele 
ing in bis palace; bus said, as he came to maine 
tain the laws, he would leave the mastes wikol y 
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dition. —He has commanded as, in the mean 
time, to cuntinue our care of every thing that 
way condace to the peace and safety of his do- 
minions. And we are nssured, that, if this had 
required his more immediate presence, he would 
witheut the least delay have repaired hither, 
for the support of so dutiful and faithful. sub- 
jects ; for his majesty does very particularly ex- 


“press bis great satisfaction in the loyalty and 


affection which his people have «aniversally 
shewn, upom his majasty’s aecession to the 
erown.—-At the opening this session, we did 
Hot Mention to you the apprehensions we then 
had, from the smallness of the sum at that 
tme edvanced, that the Lottery would not: be 
full; beang desirous in the frst place to try to 


mahke-it effectual in the manner the parliament | 


had established it ; But we are obliged now to 
acqnaint you, that al our endeavours have 
failed of the desired success, though the con+ 
. teibutions have been thereby considerably m- 
creased.—-We must therefore earnestly recom- 
mend to you, gentlemea of the House of Com- 
mens, to take this into your consxleration : and 


to give such farther encouragement as you shall’ 


think pruper for raising the whole sum which 
was intended, and is absolutely necessary, for 
carrying on the service of the year. : 


The Speaker's Speeck to the Lords Justices 
on presenting the Subsidy Bill, &c.] Aug: 21. 
The Lords Justices came to the House of Lords, 


and tke Commons attending, the Speaker, on | 
presenting the bill, “ Fer the better support of 


‘‘ his majesty’s houshold, &c.” together with atto- 
ther money bill, made the following speects :” 

“ My lords ;--The kmights, citizens, and bur- 
oot of Great Britain, m Parliament. assem- 

dy under the present happiness they enjoy, by 
his majesty’s peaceable and quiet accession tothe 
throne, could not enter upon any work more 
satisfactory and pleasing to themselves, than 
the providing a sufficient revenue for the ocza- 
sions. of his mayesty’s civil government, ia 
order to make his reign as easy and prosperous, 
as the beginning of it hath been secure and un- 
disturbed. 

‘‘ They: are sensible, that the peace of the 
hingdow 1s not to be preserved, nor the rights 
and. liberties of the subjects to be protected, 
without supporting the just authority and dig- 
nity of the crown; and therefore they have 
thought it their interest, as well as duty, to 


make such a provision, as may not barely suffice 


to.the necessity of the government, but may 
he suitable to the state, the: honour, the lustre 
which the crown of Great Britain ought to be 
attended ‘with, 

«¢ Whatsoever is superftaougin that provision, 
and more than the ordinary services of his 


majesty shall require, will but enable him to 


exert his highest and most valuabie prerogative 
of doing good: and we can give ne greater 
proof of the trust we repose in his miajesty’s 
gracious disposition, than putting the same ihe 


tire revemue into Ins hands, which her late ma- 
Jesty died possessed of.; whose virtues we all 
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adimited, and of. whose affections and concera 
for the religion, laws, and liberties of this. king+ 
dom, we had had so long experience. _ 

‘s As the crown itself descends immediately, 
and knows no vacancy, the Commons have 
“taken caré that the revenue should follow it as 
close as possible ; for they. have given all the 
dispatch to this grant, which the forms of their 
proceedings would allow: so that when his 
fMmajesty shall please to answer the impatient — 
tlesires of his people, by coming fo take pos- 
session of his kingdums, he will find himself 
équally established in these revenues, as if he 
had succeeded to all by an uninterrupted right | 
of mheritance ; the only difference is this, that: 
if he had inherited them, he would have 
wanted one single proof of the duty, and affec- 

tion, and unanimity ef his subjects. - 

“ Our desire is that this may be looked upon 
as an earnest and a pledgé of that zeal and fi- 
delity which we shall always rétain, and’which, 
upon every occasion, we shall be ready to de- 
monstrate to his majesty’s person ard govern- 
ment: as such, we hope, his majesty will gra- 
ciously accept it at this time; and hereafter, 
when he shall have had experience of the first 
voluntary offering of his Joyal Commons, we 
hope he will find it to his satisfaction, as large 
and as ample as he could wish ; might but the 
term of the grant be as long as we could wish ¢ 
since it is to have equal continuance with his . 
majesty’s life. | = | 

“ My Lords ;~+-The bill which the Commons 
have passed for the purposes I have mentioned, 
is entitled, ‘ An‘Act for the better support of 
i € his Majesty’s houshold, &c’ They have atso - 
| prepareé another bill, entitled, ‘Am Act fof 
; © rectifying mistakes im the names of the com- 
; ‘missioners for the Land-Tax, and for raising 
'* 86 much as is wanting, to ofake up the sun: of 
'€ 4,400,0007. intended to be raised by a Lottery* 
| * for the Public Service in the year 1714.’ This 
|; having been recommended to their care, and: 
‘ appearing to them to be necessary for his mae 
' jesty’s and the public service, they have reason 
: ta think, they have abundantly supplied the de- 
. fects in the former provision ; and in this ase 


we Bee 


i * “ The parliament had, before’ the queen’s 
‘ death passed aii act for a luttery fer 1,400,000. 
' but public credit was then so low that not above 
| 69 gr 70,0001, had: been subscribed. This was 
‘occasioned partly by the dittidence of the ro 
; med nfen in the hte adthinistration, and partly 
; by thie low interest allowed for the blank-tickets. 
, Fhe lords of the regency and privy council, to 
| restore ee credit and fill the lottery, went 
y tothe bank, artd subscribed large 
,sums themselves, which was such an encou- 
| Fagement to others to follow their example, 
‘that above 700,000/. was subscribed in two 
days; and the parliament, pursuant to the 
i king's desire, giving: further encouragentent by 
‘making a small addition to the interest for the 
‘blank tickets, ome. per cent. only, the re« 
mainder was subscribed in a few days more,” 
i Tindal, : 7 . 
{ 
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surance, they humbly present this bill also for 
the royal assent.” . | 


The Lord Chaneellor’s Speech to both Houses. | 
' The Lords Justices having gave the royal assent 
to the said Bills, the Lord Chancellor made the 
following Speech to both Houses: 

«© My Lords and Gentlemen ;—We cannot 
but express our greatest satisfaction, and, in 
his majesty’s name, return you thanks, for the 
convincing proofs which you have given in this 
session of your duty and affection to his majesty, 
aod of your zeal for his government.—We 
must particularly thank you, gentlemen of the 
House of Commons, for the aids which you 
have granted to his majesty, for the better sup- 
” port of the honour of the crown, and for pre- 
venting any disappointment in the supplies 
given in the last session for the service .of this 
year. You may be assured, that the unanimity, 
the cheerfulness, and the dispatch with which 
you have proceeded in granting these aids, will 
render them yet more acceptable to his ma- 
jesty: and you may depend upon our making 
a faithful representation thereof to him. 

«© My Lords and Gentlemen ; All necessary 
business being now happily concluded, it will 
be proper for us to put a speedy end to this 
session. We think fit, at present, in bis ma- 
jesty’s name, to desire you forthwith respectively 
to adjourn yeurselves until Wednesday next.” 


The Lord Chancellor’s Speech att he close of the 
Session. ] Aug. 25. The Lords Justices went to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
the Lord Chancellor made the following speech: 

«« My Lords and Gentlemen ;—Having, since 
your late adjournment, received his majesty’s 
most gracious answer, under his sign manual, 
to your several addresses ; and by his majesty’s 
command, ordered them to be delivered to you 
respectively ; we do now in his majesty’s name, 

rorogue this present parliament till Thursday 
the $3d day of September next ; and this present 
parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thursday 
the 23d day of September next,” 


Thus ended the second and last Session of 
the Fourth Parliament of Great Britain, and 
the last of queen Anne’s reign. + 


PrincipaL OccuRRENCES DURING THE Re- 
- cEss.*—The King sets out for England— 
The King’s entry—Situation of affairs at King 
George’s Accession—Commotions in Scotland— 
The King’s Declaretionin Council—The Trea- 
sury and Admiralty put in Commission—Pro- 
wotions—The Coronation—The affair at” Dun- 
kirk—The Pretender’s Manifestu—The Parka- 
ment dissoloed and @ new one called—The Earl 
Strafford's Papers seized-—-Mr. Prier ordered 
me—Progress of the Elections.]—The king 
get out from Herenhausen the 31st of August, 
d in four days came to Utrecht, from whence 
fe went tothe Hague. He had there several 
conferences with the States, wherein the as- 
gurances, which had been mutually given by 


.  * Tindal, 


\ 


letters of friendship and effectual assistance, 
were confirmed. At length, on the 16th of 
Septeinber, the king and prince embarked at 
Orange-Polder on board the Peregrine and the 
Mary yacht, which having, soon after, joined 
the squadron of English and Dutch men of 
war, that waited for them, under the command 
of the earl of Berkeley, they all sailed for Eng- 
land, with a fair wind; and, the next day, 
about nine in the evening, arrived safe at the 
Hope, where the admiral thought fit to drop 
anchor. There being a thick fog the Saturday 
morning, the yacht did not go up the river 
till the afternoon. 
into a barge in Long Reach, and arrived at 
Greenwich about six o'clock in the evening. 
The duke of Northumberland, captain of the 
life-guard, and the lord chancellor, at the head 
of the lords of the regency, received him at 
his landing, and complimented him on big safe 
arrival, The king chose to walk to his bouse 
in the park, accompanied by most of the no- 
bility, and great numbers of the principal gentry, 
through an infinite crowd of persons of all con- 
ditions. Before he left his yacht, he appointed 
the earls of Dorset and Berkeley to he lords 
of his bed-chamber, and knighted Mr. William 
Sanderson, capta:n pf the Peregrine. After the 
king had undergone the fatigue of passing 
through the crowd, and of giving his hand to 
all, who approached him, he retired to his bed- 
chamber, and sent for several of the nobility, 
such as had most distinguished themselves by 
their zeal for his succession. It was observed 
that the duke of Ormond, the lord chancellor, 
and the lord Trevor were not of that number. 
The earl of Oxford was not at Greenwich that 
evening, but was one of the earliest there the 
next morning; but had the misfortune to be 
undistinguished among the croud, and with 
great difficalty, had at last the bare honour 


of kissing his majesty’s hand, without ex-. . 


changing a word with him. Nor did the earl 
escape such reflections from the spectators, 
as bis conduct had justly deserved. On, the 
other hand, the duke of Marlborough appeared 
there, justly favoured by the king, and looked 
upon (though net yef declared) as captaih-ge- 
neral. The dukes of Shrewsbury, Somerset, Bole 
ton, Argyle, Montrose, Rutland, and Montague ; 
the marquis of Dorchester ; ‘the earls of Dorset, 


Bridgewater, Sunderland, Carlisle, Berkeley, . 


Nottingham, Portland, Orford, Wharton, and 
Cholmondeley ; the lord viscount Townshend ; 
the lords Ossulstone, Summers, and Halifax ; 
the bishop of Salisbury ; general Stanhope, Mr. 
Lechmere, and many others, received par- 
ticular marks of favour; and the duke of Ar- 


gyle was declared groom of the. stole to his 


royal highness ; colonel Williain Carr and co- 


lonel Tyrrel, grooms of the bed-chamber ; the 


earl of Herttord, the lord Finch, the lord Lume- 


-ly, and colanel Oughton, gentlemen of the bed- 


chamber to the prince. Z 

On the 20th of September, the king and 
prince of Wales made their entry with great 
pomp and magnificence. There were in the 


TA 
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The king and prince went ~ 
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_ the king’s. 


” 


king’s coach the priace and the duke .of Nor- 
thumberland, captain of the life-guard in wait- 
jog. Above two hundred coaches of- the no- 
bility and gentry, all with six horses, preceded 
When he came to St. Margaret’s 
hill in Southwark, he was met by the lord-mayor, 
aldermen, recorder, sheriffs, and officers of the 
city of Lendon; in whose name sir Peter 


~ King, recorder, made a congratulatory speech. 


The lord-mayor delivered the sword to the king, 
who returned it to him, and he bore it in the 
procession bare-beaded. The royal pomp con- 
tinued ull his arrival at his palace of Se. James’s 
and was favoured by as fair a day as was ever 
known in that season of the year. 

The court was extremely numerous the next 
day, when besides the British nobility and gen- 
try, several. foreign ministers made their ap- 

arance ; particularly those of France, Po- 

and, Prussia, and Sicily, took that occasion to 
congratulate his majesty’s happy accession to 
the throne, and safe arrival iu England. 

' Before we proceed to the events of this reign 
it will be proper to give a general idea of the 
state of affairs in Great Britain and Ireland. 
The animosity between the several parties, 
which even at this day divide England, was, at 
king George’s accession, higher than ever. ‘The 
Whigs, who had been in disgrace the four lest 
years of the queen’s reign, were full of re- 
sentiment at the usage they had received from 
the Tories, and hoped to have full satisfactian 
under the new reign, which they looked upon 
as the end of their humiliation. The Tories, 
on their part, were extremely apprehensive of 
a downfall, and this apprehension had engaged 
several of their leaders in’ practices not only 
dangerous, but directly contrary to the mea- 
sures, the nation had taken with the two last 


_ sovereigns and the house of Hanover. To the 


- indepen 


views of these men were ascribed the late 
peace with France, and the violence offered by 
the queen to her allies, to compel them to a 
reconciliation with that crown, and to the sa- 
crifice of the fruits of their victories. 
Moreover, the principles ef the revolution 
had been far from being universally embraced. 
Net only the papists espoused the abdicated 
family, but also great numbers of churchmen ; 
and it was much to be feared, that they would 
join with the catholics, to dethrone a prince, 
whom they looked upon as a foreigner. The 
famous distinction of a king de jure, and a 
king de facto, was not yet forgot, nor the doc- 
trine of passive obedience ; and several re- 
fused to take the oaths of allegiance and abju- 
ration. 
Scotland was generally dissatisfied with the 
union. They were apt to consider themselves 
as ol ai to a province of England. They 
had always been pleased with the title of an 
dant kingdom, heartily lamented the 
loss of it, and as heartily wished to recover it, 
That the Scots should, at king George’s ac- 
cession, be in these sentiments, is no great 
wonder, since itrequires ages to root out of the 
minds of a nation such sort of impressions, 
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however ill grounded. Accordingly, the Scots 


began to shew their discontent soon after the 


queen’s death, of which there is the following 


account: the regency having issued a procla- > 


mation fur a reward of 100,000/. for seizing~ 


the Pretender, they were informed that the Pree 
tender’s friends in Scotland designed an in- 
surrection ; and that some of them had been 
Seen to go in-arms tewards the Hiyilaniis; upon 


which they ordered a good number of. haii-pay 


officers, especially of those belonging to the 
Scots regiments, to go thitherimmediately, that, 
in case of necesssity, they might raise the 


militie of the country under the orders of: ~ 


major-general Whetham, who commanded in 


4 


chief there. Though this precaution was ne- - 


cessary, yet the Scots Jacobites were so con- 
founded, that they could do nothing considera- 
ble; so that the chjef of them only held some 
consultations, and retired to their lurking 
places. Soine of the Highlanders appeared in 
a body near fort Wilham at Inverlochy, in the 
western Highlands. But, the governor sending 
out a detachment against them, they marched 
off; so that they could do nothing at that time 
in Scotland, but a 
took an opportunity. by night to proclaim the 
Pretender. The government ordered them to 
be. prosecuted ; and'hy way of prevention, the 
duke of Gordon was confined by the. regency 
to the city of Edinburgh, on his parole; bis 
son, the marquis of Huntley, to his house in 
the north; and his son-in-law, the lord Drum- 
mond, to his castle of that name. The duke 
of Athol, lord privy-seal, who had caused the 
king to.be proclaimed at Perth, was ordered 


steal some cattle, and’ 


to continue at his castle of Blairin the High- — 


lands, to preserve the peace of the neighbour- 


hood: and the regency heing informed, that - 
the Highlanders had appointed huntings when | 


i€ is usual for the clans to attend their chiefs, 
they forbad those huntings, and ordered sir 
Donald Macdonald of Slax, one of those 
chiefs suspected to be in the Pretender’s inte- 
rest, to be made prisoner, and sent to the 
castle of Edinburgh. The lord Drummond 
was also ordered to be seized, but escaped ta 
the Highlands, from whence he wrote to the lords 
justices, and offered bail for his good behaviour. 
The earl of Broadalbin, who had sufficiently 
declared himself for the Pretender, though he 


had abjored him when he sat as one of the .. 


sixteen Scots peers, thought fit to retire to an. 
inaccessible castle in a lake, upon which a de- 
tachment’ of foot was ordered to guard the 
avenues; and captain Campbel of Glendoroul, 
who had a comuiission by the earl of Oxford’s 
means, to raise an independent company in 
the Highlands, was taken at Inverlochy, and 
from thence sent prisoner to Edinburgh. The 
late lord-treasurer had, a little before, set up 
new chamberlain’s court in Scotland, the old 
one having been long discontinued, because 
arbitrary princes had made it a grievance to 
the subject. The design of reviving it now was 
only for a cover to bestow money upon such, 
as were in the court-measures. Accordingly, 


a 
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the earl of Mar, who managed the affairs of 
Scotland, recorhmended his own brother in 
law, sir Hugh Paterson of Banockburn, and 
the lord Haddo, eldest soa of the earl of Aber 
deen, to be two of the commissioners, to whom 
the queen had granted a bill of 4,0004 each, 
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able by Mr. Douglas, receiver-general of | 


the land-tax. The lord viscount Kilsyth, one 
ef the sixteen Scots peers, and the lord Lyon, 
king at arms, two other relations to the earl of 
Mar, had also grants for the like sum. Soon 
after the queen’s death sie Hugh Paterson de- 
manded payment of his bill ; but the eark of 
Hay, lord-justice-general of Scotland, interpos- 


. ed, and acquainted the regents how unreason- 


able a thing this was; and particularly that 
men suspected of disaffection tu his majesty's 


government, should have the public mouey dis- 


tributed among them. Upon this the lords re- 
gents ordered the duke of Athol, lord privy- 
seat, to put an immediate stop to all grants, 
that were not passed before the queen's death ; 
which disappointed those gentlemen of their 
money, and saved 4000/. to the government. 
Wohea the king was proclaimed at Glasgow, 
forty or fifty unknown persons, while the ma- 
gistrates were busy in attending the proclama- 
tion, took an opportunity to pull down the 
episcopal meeting-house there, where one Mr. 
Cockburn. had set up the English liturgy, by- 
countenance of the late government, more to 


_ disgust the citizens, than in. hopes of gaining- 


proselvtes, As soon as the magistrates heared 
of it, they sent-to apprehend the actors, and’ to- 
prevent the pulling down the hquse; but they: 
had done their work, and made their escape, 
before the magistrates came thither; so that 
none of them were discovered or taken. The- 
jacobite party.took occagion from. hence to. re- 
flect upon the. presbyterians, as if they. had 
persecuted those of the: churoh of England. 
and insert an- account of it in the Post- Boy, 
with. all the aggravating circumstances, thao 
their. malice. and. invention could suggest. 
Complaint was. likewise made. of it te the re-- 
gency, who-ordered-the lord advocate of Scot- 
land-to inquire intoit. There was found. good 
reason-to suspect, that the thing was done. on- 
purpose by the- disaffected party, to raise ai 
clamour; because Mr. Cockburn-the day be- 
fore-had: retired with his: family: and effects. to. 
Edinburgh, though the magistrates of Glas- 
gow- had given him: assurance of: protection, 
This. account being. taken upon oath: by the. 
magistrates, andisent up to the regency, put an: 
end to that matter, Thus-stood the. affairs: in. 
Scotland, at- the time. of king: Gearge’s ac- 
cession. 

Ass for Ireland, the chief thing to be dreaded. 
tere was the great number of papists,; who 


ave. ever ready to throw off: the yoké of the. 


English. A little more conduct in king James 
2; and a little mere assistance from: France, 
would lave endangered that kingdom. And, 
at the time-of:the queen s death- pepery was in 
mueh the-same-siteation. — 

Iudeed there seemed-to be no danger- ftom 
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asy foreign power. Holtand woald not fail to 
fulfil ali engagements: the king himself was 
powerful: he bad on foot a guod number. of 
tooups, which, without obstacle, could have 
been embarked in his own dominioas, Bur, 
after all Lewis 14 was still alive: It could noe 
be doubted, but that it was againet his will that 
he had acknowledged the protestant succession, 
and promised. not te disturb it. He was ae- 
suredly in the same sentiments still, and pere- 
haps thought himself mare obliged to keep his 
word with king James, on his death bed, never 
to forsake his sen, thanthe engagements, the 
necessity of a peace had forced him into. I6 
may be, what he would not do directly, he 
mizht do indirectly ; with money, may not 
troops, arms and ships soon be had ? Et will. be 
seen in the course of this history, that, without 
any aid, the English and Scots raised such an 
insurrection, as Caused preat disturbances ; and: 
what would they have done, had they been as- 
sisted ; in-vain would the king have depended 
on his own troops; they could not be brought 
over without the consent of the parliament, 
and the English are too jealous of their liberty, 
to suffer any foreign forces, and it is with some 
sort of regret, that they bear even. those of the 
States, ' 

Such was the situation of the British do- 


Minions and of Eurepe, when king George 


came tothe throne; and therefore it is no 
wonder, that, upon his arrival in England; his 
first proceedings expressed a dislike of the 
Tories and the late-ministry, and shewed his at-: 
tachment to. the Whigs. The persons he had 
named for the regency, were a-plain proof whae: 
the friends. of the late ministry were'to expect. 
He-had, even before his arrival, removed the 
lord Bolingbroke and appointed the lord 
‘Fownshend secretary of: state in: his room. The« 
day after his landing at Greenwich, he sent the’ 
new secretary to acquaint the duke of Ormond, 
thathe had no longer occasion for his service 
as captain-generali but would be glad'to see-him: 
at court. : 
These changes were followed. by many 
others: the duke of Marlborough: was‘made' 
captuin-general of the land-forces, colonel’ of 
the first regiment of-toot-guards, and mester of: 
the-ordnance. The- lord Cowper was made: 
jord-chaneellor, the earl of ‘Wharton: privy-- 
sealj and. the: earl: of Sanderland lord-leute- 
nant of Ireland, The duke of: Devonshire was’ _ 
appuinted steward of the houshold in the room 
of ean Paulet, and Mr. James Stanhope se- 
cretary: of state in the room of Mr. Bromley, 
and the duke of Monirose in the room of: the: 
earlof Mar. The dukeof Somerset was made 
master: of the horse; tte duke of St. Albans 
captain of the band of pensioners, and the 
duke of Argyle commander in chief’ of the: 
forces:in Scotland. Mr. William Pultney was- 
madesecretary Of war,.and Mr. Rober: Wal- - 
pote receiver and payemaster-yeneral of all! 
the guards and garrrisons, and all other forces~ 
of Greut Britain, ard paymaster to Chelsea hos- 
pital; in-theroom of: Mr, How’ and Mr. Moore’ 
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The privy council was dissolved, and a new.‘ destroying all that had been dove for above: 


one declared, of which the earl of Nottingham 
was president. Out of the privy counsellors a 
cabinet council was formed, consisting chiefly 
of the lord-chancellor, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, the earls of Nottingham, Sunderland, 
. the lords Hallifax, Townsend, Sommers, and 
eneral Stanhope. All these had distinguished 
themselves by their professed opposition to the 
late measures, and the peace. | 
The governors of places were also most of 
them changed. General Erle was made go- 
vernor of Portsmouth, There were as many 
alterations in Ireland as in England.- Before 
the king’s arrival, the behaviour of sir Cen- 
stantine Phipps had been such, that the re- 
gency had removed him, as well as the archbi- 
shop of Armagh, from being lords-justices of 
that kingdom, and in their room appointed the 
archbishop of Dublia and the earl of Kildare, 
for which they had the king’s letter of appro- 
bation and thanks. Alan Broderick was ‘made 
Jord chancellor of Ireland, and William Whit- 
shed chief justice. The privy-council was also 
dissolved, and another named, of which the 
duke of Ormond was one. | 
_ All these changes were made before the co- 
ronation, which was fixed to the 20th of Oc- 
tober, The king is by some blamed, for not 
having joined to the great number of Whigs a 
few more of the Tories, which they suppose 
would have prevented the general discontent of 
that party. But it was very difficult for the 
king not to du as he did. The inclination which 
the Pretender had indiscreetly asserted, the 
queen bad for him in the latter years of her life, 
could beascribed only to those who had the 
management of affairs. The ministry, reso- 
lately bent to end the war, notwithstanding 
the complaints of all the allies (who placed 
their safety in the humbling uf France) and 
particularly, notwithstanding the repeated op- 
“position of the duke of Hanover, they could 
not but be sensible, that, if he one day becaine 
their master he would not fail to sacrifice 
‘them to his own, and the resentment of the 
allies, whose projects they had disappointed, 
and whose hopes they had confounded. It was 
therefore natural to think, they had taken mea- 
sures to preventany danger from him. A thou- 
sand circumstances supported these conjec- 
tures: The dowry paid to king James’s queen : 
the small reward offered for taking the Pre- 
tender ; the conniving at the listing of men in 
his service: the suffering the revolution to be 
publicly talked and preached against, and doc- 
trines to be vented, destructive of the princi- 
ples on which it was built: the little care to 
have an eye to Scotland, to redress the griev- 
ances complained of by that nation, and which 
were capable of driving them to extremities : 
England unprovided of troops aswell as Scot- 
land and Ireland, whilst under frivolous pre- 
tences several regiments were kept in Flanders; 
all this amounted to a sort of demonstration, 
that the queen’s death alone had prevented the 
defeating of the Protestant succession, and the 
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twenty years to secure and justify the exclue 
sion of king James and his pretended heir. Now 
can there be toa prince attacked in so im- 
portant a point, any room for pardon or dissimu- 
lation ? _ Se ie 
Besides there was a kind of necessity to es- 
pouse one of the two parties, who had by turns 
prevailed under king William and queen Anne. 
By that means he would be freed from -the 
continual trouble of managing and keeping the 
balance even between them, and perhaps from 
the danger’ of having both turn against him. 
The Whigs were.really enemies of France and 
the Pretender, and could not be otherwise ; 
they had constantly declared for the Protestant 
succession, and though in some of their pro- 
ceedings the spirit of party no less appeared 
than a true zeal, yet they might be depended 
upon. To the Whigs the court of Hanover was 
indebted, for obliging the French king and the 
duke of Lorrain not to suffer the Pretender in 


their dominions, and for the advices of what 


was Contriving against the interests of thé Pro- 
testant successor. This being the case, there. 
was no room to deliberate which party to chuse. 
King William, accustomed from his youth to 
dissimulation, might have deliberated, or seem- 
ed to have done su; but the elector of Han- 
over, absolute master in his German dominions, 
and consequently unused to faction and party, 
was hardly capable of that dissimulation, so 
requisite ima government like that of England. 
~ Notwithstanding all the changes and the dis- 
grace of so manv persons, no ill effects fol- 
lowed. Addresses from the universities, the’ 
counties, cities, boroughs and corporations, 
expressed the public joy and satisfaction at the 
king’s accession, though in avery different stile; . 
for some insinuated that the protestant succes- . 
sion had not been in danger, whilst others 
spoke of the late ministry in very severe terms, 
and mentioned the utmost. dread of their mea- 
sures. . or 

The first time the king was present at the 
privy-council, after he had taken the; oath re- 
lating to the security of the church of Scote 
land, he made the following declafation: © 

‘¢ Having in my Answers to addresses of both 
houses of parliament, fully expressed my reso- 
lution to defend the religious and civil rights of 
all my subjects, there remains very little for me 
to say upon this occasion.—Yet having been 
willing to omit no opportunity of givingsi 
possible asgurances to a people, who have al ' 
ready deserved so well of me; I take this oc: 
casion also to express to you my firm purpose, 
to do all that is in my power for the. supporting 
and maintaining the churches of England and. 
Scotland, as they are severally by law esta- 
blished; which I am of opinion may be ef- 
fectually done, without the least impairing the 
toleration allowed by law to protestant dissen- 
ters, so agreeable to christian charity, and so 
necessary to the trade and riches of this king- 
fom. The good effects of making property se- _ 
cure are no where soclearly: seen, and to se- 
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great a degree, as inthis happy kingdom; aod 
assure you, that there is not any among ydéu 
shall more earnestly endeavour the preservation 
of itthan myself.” 

At the same time the prince royal was de- 
clared prince of Wales, and took his seat at 
the upper end of the board, at the king’s right 
hand. Soon after the treasury was put in 
commission, and also the admiralty. The com- 
missioners of. the treasury were the lord Hal- 
lifax, sir Richard Onslow chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, sir William St. Quintin, Edward 

Wortley Montague, and Paul Methuen, Those 
of the admiralty were the earl of Orford, sir 
George Byng, George Dodington, sir John 
Jennings sir Charles Turner, Abraham Stan- 
yan, and George Bailie. John Aislabie was 
made treasurer of the navy, and the earl of 
Cholmondeley was appointed treasurer, Hugh 
Boscawen comptroller, and Edmund Dunch 
master ef the king’s houshold. Dr. Samuel 
Garth was knighted, who had lately published a 
Latin dedication, which he intended to prefix 
to an edition of Lucretius three years before : 
but it was not then thought seasonable. 

_ On the 9th of October, N. S. the two eldest 
princesses of Great Britain, Anneand Amelia, 
set out from Hanover, to go by easy journies, 
to the Hague ; the youngest princess Caroline 
being left at Hanover, on account of a late in- 
disposition. Three days after, the princess of 
Wales set out for Holland, attcnded by the 
countess of Pickleburgh ; and, on the 17th, 
‘arrived at the Hague, with the two eldest prin- 
cesses her daughters, The next morning she 
received the compliments of the states general, 
by deputies nominated for that purpose ; and, 

. the weather being fair, she appeared in the af- 
ternoon in the Voorhout, attended by a very 
numerous train of coaches; and, in the even- 
ing, kept a drawing room, at which all the la- 
dies and persons of distinction of that place 
were present. The nextday she received visits 
from the French ambassador, and other foreign 
ministers. The earl of Berseley and Sir John 
Walter of the green cloth were come thither 
five days before, having left the squadron of 

men of war at Helvoet-sluys, with orders for 
the yachts to come upto Rotterdam. 
princess being informed by the earl, that the 
wind was easterly, on the 2@th of October, 

N S. she went on board a yacht of the states 

_of Holland, accompanied by the earl of Alber- 

. marie, and the rest of the deputies of that pro- 
vince ; by the count of Hanau, and the countess, 
her sister, ptince William of Hesse, and the 

prince of Aahault. The earl of Strafford accom- 
panied her also part of her way to Rotterdam, 
where being arrived, she embarked on board 
the Mary yacht, and with the two princesses 
and their retinue, landed at Margate, October 

13, O, S. and the next evening arrived at Ro- 
@hester. The prince of Wales, having early 
that day received the news of her arrival, set 

_ out about seven o’clock in the morning, accom- 

panied hy the dukes of Somerset and Argyle, 
aud the earl of Bridgewater, lord-chamberlain 
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to their royal bighnesses. The prince met the 
princess beyond Rochester, where she was at- 
tended by the countesses of Dorset and Berke- 
ley, who had been named two of the ladies 
ofthe bed-chamber. Their royal highnesses pass- 
ed through the city of London in a chariot with 
six horses, followed by another, in which were 
the two young princesses, and came to St. 
Jaines’s on the 13th of October. 

he day appointed for the coronation drawing 
near, the king, as usual on such occasions, ad- 
vanced some of the peers to higher titles, and 
created some new ones. Five days after, the 
coronation was performed at Westminster with 
great magnificence. There never was so great 
an appearance of lords spiritual and temporal 
as on this occasion, noless than 17 archbishops 
and bishops, though two sees were then vacant ; 
all the dukes in or about London, except the 
duke of Backingham ; seventy earls and vis- 
counts, and amongst them the earl of Oxford 
and viscount Bolingbroke; and as many ba+ 
rons. The demonstrations of joy throughout 
the kingdom on the coronation-day seemed to 
be general, and were in proportion as splendid 
as at London, some-few places excepted, where 
the rabble shewed their hatred to the protestant 
succession, by riots and outrages. The univer- 
sity of Oxford (who, the day before, had pre- 
sented to the king by Dr. Gardiner, their vice- 
chancellor, a book of verses on the death of — 
queen Anne, and the accession of his majesty to 
the throne) on the coronation-day, conferred 
unanimously, in a full convocation, the degree 
of doctor of civil law on sir Constantine 
Phipps, with all imaginable marks of honeur and 
esteein. 

The first affair the king turned his thoughts to, 
was the execution of an article of the treaty 
of Utrecht, the demolition of Dunkirk ; from — 
whence the trade of England and Holland had 
been greatly incommoded during the late wars. 
Instead of executing this article, the French 
king had entirely evaded it; and therefore Mr. 
Prior, who was still resident at Paris, was or- 
dered to present 8 Memorial to him, pressing 
the performance of the 9th article of the treaty 
of Utrecht. The French king, who had used 
the distinction of the letter and spirit of trea- 
ties to justify his noncompliance with the treaty 
of partition, adhered to the letter of this, and 
pretended he had fulfilled it in the utmost ex- 
tent. His answer wag not satisfactory ; Prior 
was recalled, and the earl of Stair sent in his 
room, who prosecuted the affair with great vi- 
gour. The court of France would not yield, 
and declared in express terms, Mardyke was 
not Dunkirk, and that the treaty of Utrecht 
did not deprive the king of the natural right of 
a sovereign, to make what works he should 
judge proper for the preservation of his subjects, 
The truth is, the plenipotentiaries of Great 
Britain had been too negligent in the affair. 
In stipulating the demolition of Dunkirk, it was 
doubtless their intention that another and better 
harbour should not be made on that coast: but 
then it should have been so expressed ; other< 

| ae 
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wise in such articles all advantages will be taken 
by those pn whom they are imposed. 

The same fault bad been committed in the 
treaty of commerce with Spain. The advan- 
tages obtained in the body of the treaty were 
all explained away by the separate articles,. 
and the result was, that the British goods and 
merchandizes paid seven per cent. more than had 
wbeen paid before. King George applied him- 
selfalso to redress this grievance. Spain; in 
imitation of France, adhered to the letter of 
the treaty, and would not agree that the terins 


- should be explained according to the intentions 


of the queen’s plenipotentiaries ; and it, was 
not till after much time and pains that this, and 
several other diificulties relating to the Assiento 
contract, were adjusted. So true is it, that a 
good negotiator is as rare and as useful as a 
great general. 7 

The Barrier Treaty, which was negociating at 
Antwerp between the emperor and the States 
General, and which was of great consequence 
to the trade of England, drew also the atten- 
tion of the new king. General Cadogan, in- 
timate friend of the duke of Marlborough, was 
sent as plenipotentiary. 

In the mean time, the behaviour of the ja- 
cobite and high church party occasioned the 
publishing a proclamation for suppressing of 
riots and tumults. Seditious libels were with 


_ great industry dispersed, jealousies infused into 


weak minds, and the groundless clamour of the 
danger of the church revived. In November 


the dukes of Marlborough, Shrewsbury, and 


Argyle, the earls of Nottingham and Sunoder- 
land, the lord Townshend, the marquis de 
Monteleone the Spanish ambassador, the count 
de Nostiz, and several other persons of dis- 
tinction, received, by the mail from France, 
cepies of a paper, printed in English, French 
and Latin, signed at the top James R. and dated 
at Plombieres the-29th of August, 1714, N. S. 
being a kind of manifesto or declaration of the 
Pretender, aserting his claim to the crown of 
Great Britain. He says, ‘ The revolution 
‘ruined the English monarchy, laid the foun- 
¢ dation of a republican government, and de- 
“volved the sovereign power on the people.’ 
He observes, ‘ That when he found the treaty 
‘of peace was upon the point of being con- 
* cluded without any regard to him, he pablish- 
‘ed, in April 1712, his protestatiof against it.’ 
He then gives the reason of his sitting still for 
so:ne time past, in these remarkable words : 
‘Yet, contrary to aur expectations, upon the 
“ death of the princess our sister (of whose good 
* intentions towards us, we could not for some 
* time past well doubt ; and this was the reason 
‘we then sat still, expecting the good effects 
* thereof; which were unfortunately prevented 
* by her deplorable death) we found that our 
‘ people, instead of taking this favourable op- 
* portunity. of retrieving the honour and trae 
“anterest of their country, hy doing us and 
¢ theinselves justice, had immediately proclaim- 
‘ ed for their king a foreign prince, to our pre- 
¢ judice, contrary to the fundamental and in- 


‘ contestable laws of hereditary right, which 
‘their pretended acts of settlement can never 
‘abrogate.’ The persons who received this de- - 
claration, thought it their duty to deliver it into 
the hands of the secretaries ofstate; upon which 
the marquis de Lamberti, the duke of Lorrain’s 
minister, was forbid the court, because such a: 
thing could not be done at Plombieres without 
tbe countenance of his master; and the fol- 
lowing message was delivered to him by the 
lord Townshend: ‘ That it was inconsistent. 
with his majesty’s honour and dignity, as well 
as interest, to admit to audience the minister 
of a prince, who at that very juncture, gave — 
shelter and protection to a Pretender, and an 
opén enemy to his dominions.” The marquis . 
transmitted this message to the dake of Lorrain, 
left London, and, and went to Oxford to wait 
his master’s answer. This gave just cause of 
suspicion, that the Pretender and his friends 


‘had formed a party in that university to ad- 


vance his interest, as it afterwards appeared.’ 
‘he marquis, having received the duke of Lor- 
rain’s answer, dated at Nancy, December the 
9th, 1714,.N. S. communicated it to the lord — 
Townshend. It was to this effect; 

“‘ I believe, Sir, you no ways doubt of my 
being extremely surprised to hear by the cou- 
rier, which came from you, that, when you ap- 
plied to my lord Townshend to obtain an au- . 
dience, that minister made answer, that since 
the chevalier de St. George remaiued still in 
my dominions, the king thought fit to forbid 
you the court :. jn case his majesty should con 
tinue in this disagreeable resolution with respect 
to me, I must submit to his plensure, and you 
have nothing else to do, but to return hither as 
soon as you are able. However, you are first 
to apply to the duke of Marlborough, and to 
the king’s ministers, desiring them to lay before 
his majesty the unfortunate situation I am in, 
if, after having been so ready to let the king 
know the part I take in his accession to the 
crown of England, and after having been one 
of the first to make my compliments, and show 
my zeal on this occasion, all Europe should be 
acquainted, that his majesty had some reason 
to be dissatisficd with'me. ThatI cannot con- 
ceive, whence this should proceed, since as’ 
to the chevalier de St. George, the world 
knows, by what means he came into this coun- 
ny : that every one is informed of the situation 
of my territories, which are surrounded and 
cut through on all sides by France: that it is, 
known how I had no share in his coming into 
my countty: that I neither invited him to come 
thither, nor could I force him to go away: that 
lately upon the death of queen Anne, I knew 
nothing of his leaving Bar, till twelve hours 
after he was gone from thence; and I knew 


Nothing of his return to Bar, till after he was 


coine back, as a traveller, that goes backwards 
and forwards in an open country, and inter- 
mixed with other territorfés as mine is: as to 
the manifesto or declaration dated at Plom-. 
bieres, which the chevalier de St. George had 
got printed, [ knew nothing more of it, than thas 
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he gave me one after it had been published ; 
but that really I am much concerned to hear 
from you, that it has been reported, that the 
same manifestoes have been spread abroad by 
you, or those of your retinue. I own to you, 
that I am extremely concerned at this, and that 
in some sort it seems to be a design to make me 
uneasy, to give out, that either I or my servants 
meddled in such an affair. 

‘ These are the reasons, which I have to. 
offer, and which I would have you desire those 
gentlemen to lay before the king, in hopes they 
will convince his majesty of my most respectful 
adlierence to him, and that his majesty will be 
pleased to admit you to an. audience. — 

‘‘ But, if contrary to my expectation, the 
king will not grant you an audience, you are to 
come away, having desired the ministers to let 
the king know the concern I am under; and 
that Ihope his majesty will please to accept of 
my good intentions, and the early care I took 
to shew him the inviolable zeal I have for him.” 

When the marquis communicated this letter 
to the king’s ministers, he, at the same time, 
expressed his master’s ‘“‘ deep concern at this 
unlucky affair, which obstructed the friendship 
and good understanding he had so early sought 
with his Britannic majesty, for whom he ever en- 
tertained the highest esteem and veneration.” 
And he likewise expressed his own particular 
concern, and the great mortification it was to 
hin, not to be adinitted to a court which he had 
so great a desire to be made known to. He 
was answered, “ That it was not out of any pre- 
judice to his person, nor even to the person 
of his master, for whom the king bad a great 
esteem. But, that, as affairs stood at present, 
though his excuses were, in some measure, al- 
lowable, yet his majesty was the best judge of 
what was consistent with his own honour and 
dignity ; and, as his majesty was likewise sen- 
sible of the duke’s readiness to seek and cul-- 
tivate a friendship with his majesty, so the 
king wished, that the causes, which ob- 
structed the same at present, might be speedily 
removed,” The marquis finding by this answer, 
that his majesty insisted on the removal of the 
Pretender from the dominions of Lorrain, be- 
fore he would admit him to an audience, took 
his leave of the lord Townshend, and, on the 
13th of December, set out on his return home. 
In answer to that part of the duke of Lorrain’s 
letter, wherein he alledges, ‘‘ That his territories 
are surrounded and cut through on all sides by 
France ; that he neither invited the chevalier 
de St. George thither, nor could force him to 
go away ;” a paper transmitted hither by Mr, 
_ Prior, and delivered to him by the marquis 
deTorcy, was said to be produced to the marquis, 
whereby his ,most christian majesty declared, 
« That he neither did, nor would in any manner 
eoncern himself with the chevalier de St. 
George ;” whieh declaration was directly cop- 
trary to the duke of Lorrain’s allegation. 

When the Pretender’s declaration came first. 
into England, ahd was published in the fo- 
reign prints, the Jasobites and Tories insisted 


upon its. being a contrivance of the Whigs, to 
reflect on the memory of the queen, and to 
fix an-odium upon the high church-party, be- 
cause in that declaratiun he said ‘ That for- 
some time past he coald not well doubt of his. 


‘sister's goud intentions towards him.” But they: 


were much confounded by the duke of Lorrain’s. 
letter, which owned the declaration to be ge-: 
nuine, and that the Pretender himself had given. 
him one of them. 7 

About the latter end of November, the king 
advanced the salaries of the chief-justice of 
the king’s-bench, and of the chief barons of the: 
exchequer, to the same sum, as was allowed the. 
chief justice of the common pleas, being 2,0002. 
& year, and the salaries of the other nine judges. 
to 1,500/. a year. : 

About this time Addresses were set on foot i 
Scotland, for dissolving the union ; and it was 
also proposed, that none should be elected 
members of parliament there, but such as 
would promise to use their endeavours for that 
purpose. Many well-meaning people seemed at, 
first inclinable to fall in with those measures ; 
but when they found, that the Jacobites were 
the most zealous in pushing this affair, in order. 
to raise confusion and discord betwixt the two 
nations, they refused to concur, and referred . 
their grievances by the union to. be considered, 
when the nation should be better settled. - But 
there was a quite different spirit among the 
high-church party in England, who excited 
riots and tumults in many parts of the kingdom, . 
to which they had been encouraged by the Pre- 
tender’s declaration. To. prevent these dis- 
orders, a proclamation was published on the 
6th of December. 

On the 5th of January, 1715, a Proclamation 
was published for dissolving the parliament, and, 
onthe 15th, another was issued for calling a. 
new one, in the following terms: ‘ It having 
pleased Almighty Gud, by most remarkable 
steps of his providence, to bring us safe, to the 
crown of this kingdom, notwithstanding the 


designs of evil men, who shewed themselves 


disaffected to our succession, and who bhave- 
since, with the utmost degree of malice, mis- - 
represented our firm resolutions and uniform - 
endeavours to preserve and defend our most 
excellent constitution bothin church and state, 
and attempted, by many false suggestions, to - 
render us suspected to our people ; we cannot 
omit, on this occasion of first summoning our 
parliament of Great Britain, ja justice to our- 
selves, and that the miscarriages of others may 


not be imputed to us, at a time, when false im- 


ressions may do the greatest and irrecoverable 
hae before they can be cleared up, to signify - 
to our whole kingdom, that we were very much: - 
concerned, at our accession to the crown, to - 
find. the public affairs of our kingdom ander - 
the greatest difficulties, as well in respect of our - 
trade, and interruption of our navigation, as - 
of the great debts of our nation, which, we 
were surprised to observe, had been very much - 
increased since the conclusion of the last war. - 


We do not therefore doubt, that, if the ensuing 
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elections should be made by our loving subjects 
with that safety and freedom, which by law 
they are entitled to, and we are firmly resolved 
to maintain to them, they will send up to par- 
liament the fittest persons to redress the present 
disorders, and to provide for the peace and 
happiness of our kingdom, and the ease of our 
people for the future ; and therein will have 
a particular regard to such as shewed a firm- 
ness to the protestant succession, when it was 
in danger.” 

The late ministry, foreseeing they should be 
called to an account for their conduct, had fre- 
quent consultations how to avoid the storm ; 
and soon after a traiterous libel was published, 
under the title of, “* English Advice to the Free- 
“holders of Great Britain.” Nothing could 
be more full of malice and falsehood against the 
king’s person and:family; as well as’ against 
the Whigs in general, and the present ministry ; 
and it was artfuliy contrived to raise discontents 
among the people against the government, and 
to possess them with an opinion, that the 
church was in danger by his majesty’s adminis- 
tration. It wascarefully dispersed through the 
country, and great numbers of them were in- 
tercepted in the city of Exeter. Upon which 
the government issued out a proclamation, pro- 
mising a reward of 1,000/. for the discovery of 
the author of the libel, ahd 500/. for the dis- 
covery of the printer. But to no purpose. 

The same day, the mismanagement of .the 
Jate ministry, with regard to Chelsea-college, 
was made public by order of the privy-coun- 
cil; upon which, the government of that hos- 
pital was changed, and brigadier Stanwick ap- 
pointed governor. 

The earl of Strafford being returned to Eng- 
land, an order of council was issued, that the 


lord Townsend and Mr. Stanhope, secretaries’ 


of state, should go to him, and demand the ort- 
inal instructions and orders, and all letters he 
Fad received from the late ministry, or any fo- 
reign prince or minister, and copies of all in- 
structions, of which he had not the originals ; 
and also all letters writ by him to any per- 
son whatsoever, relating ‘to his negotiatious, 
from the time of his first being at the Hague. 
The earl delivered them two trunks, which 
he saic, contained what they desired; and 
orders were sent to seal ap his papers, . that 
were on ship-board, or at the custom-house. 
Mr. Prior, who had heen deep in the mea- 
sures of the late ministry, was now ordered 
home, the earl of Stair being arrived at Paris, 
where he had several conferences with the 
marquis de Torcy, and presented memorials 
about the canal and intended port at Mardyke, 
and signified to the court of France, that he 
had orders not to take any character upon him, 
till he had a clear and positive answer to th 
amnemorials. : 
The elections for the new parliament were 
now carrying on with great warmth by both 
parties, but with most success oa the side of 
the Whigs. The electors in. some counties 
gad cities drew up instructions for their repre- 


sentatives, the most remarkable of which were 


those of the city of London, wherein was this 
passage; “‘ We desire and expect, that you 
will' inquire by whose counsel it was, that, after 
God had blessed the arms of her late majesty, 


‘and her allies, with a train of unparalleled 


successes, she was prevailed upon, contrary to. 
the grand alliance, and her repeated promises 


from the throne to both houses, to send to, or 


receive managers from France, to treat sepa- 
rately of a peace, without the knowledge and 
consent of our allies.” 
In Scotland the Tories published a circular 
letter, to dissuade the Scotch lords from voting 
for the Whigs, or, as they pretended, for the 
sixteen peers, of whom the duke of Argyle had 
brought a list from. England. But this letter | 
made little impression, and the following peers - 
were elected, the dukes of Roxburgh and Mon- 
trose ; the marqnisses of Tweedale, Lothian, 
and Annandale; the earls of Sutherland, 
Rothes, Buchan, Loudon, Orkney, Stair, Bute, ‘ 
Deloraine and Ilay; and the lords Ross and 
Belhaven. All these lords were distinguished 
by their attachment to the revolution, and had 
contributed to the union to the utmost of their 
power. The marquis of Annandale, of the 
antient family of Johnstoun, had openly. de- 
clared for king William, though, shortly. after 
indeed, he declared for king James. But he 
repented of that step, and for his faithful ser- 
vices was employed in places of trust. The 
marquis of Lothian was a great promoter of | 
the revolution. He had, inthe reign of king 
James 2, married a daughter of the earl of 
Argyle, beheaded by that prince, purely out of 
a principle of honour, and, to shew his regard 
for a family unjustly persecuted, a certain proof 
that he would not favour the designs of the Pre- . 
tender. The earl of Sutherland, known at the 
time of the revolution by the name of the lord 
Strathnaver, was constantly attached to king 
William, and had followed him in all his cam- 
paigns in Flanders, at the head of a regiment. 
He had appeared very zealous for the privileges 
of the Scots ; and did not think the union de- — 
trimenta Ithereto. The earl of Stair was already 
employed by the new government as well asthe 
dukes of Montrose and Roxburgh, and their 
attachment to it was not doubted. The only 
one that seemed exceptionable in the hist was 
the lord Belhaven. No man ‘had so strenuously 
opposed the union, and, had his advice been 
followed, it would never have taken place. But, | 
finding at length all upposition in vain, he gave 
way to the torrent. There was one thing ca- 
pable of making amends for all his non-compli- 
ances, and that was his singly opposing, in the 
presence of the dukeof York, the act of suc-. 
cession passed by a majority of voices in fa- 
vour of that prince. He was also a good 
speaker, ‘which will be always a great recom- 
mendation. 
The elections for the House of Commons 
were inade with almost equal success, and the 
Whigs had the majority, Thus all seemed quiet 
in Scotland, though a storm was then gathering 
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there, which broke out in less than a year. 
The design was conducted more regulayly than 
in England, and was better concealed. It was 
begun with endeavours for a remonstrance 
against the union; and the advice of the most 
. famous lawyers were asked upon it, who de- 
clared the act of union contained several nul- 
lities, and to be very defective. The opposite 

arty, to prevent a remonstrance so disagreea- 
Bie to the court, were forced to consent there 
should be no address of congratulation: and 
that, presented by the Kirk, bad suffered great 
debates about the manner in which king Wil- 
liam was mentioned, and had passed with much 
diticulty. The Highlanders were silent, and 
decared not themselves. It was only known, 
that they were making provision of powder and 
ball, 


FIRST SESSION or rae FIFTH PARLIA- 
MENT or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Meeting of the New Perliament.| March 
17, 1715. ‘This day the New Parliament met 
_at Westininster. His majesty, being seated on 
his royal throne, addrned with his crown and 
. Fegal ornaments, and attended with his officers 


| * Henry 


William Cavendish, duke of Devonshire, lord 
steward of the king’s houshold, 

Charles Talbot, duke of Shrewsbury, lord cham 
berlain ef the king’s houshold. 


Dukes. 


Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk, earl Mar-. 


shal and hereditary marshal of England. 

Charles Seymour, duke of Somerset, master of 
the horse. 

Charles Fitz-Roy, duke of Cleveland and 
Southampton. 

Charles Lenos, duke of Richmond. 

Charles Fitz-Roy, duke of Grafton. 

James Butler, deke of Ormond. 

Somerset, duke of Beaufort. 

George Fitz-Roy, duke of Northumberland, 

Charles Beauclair, duke of St. Albans, captain of 
the band of gentlemen pensioners, 

Charles Pawlet, duke of Bolton. 

Meinhardt Schonberg, duke of Schonberg. 

Peregrine Osborne, duke of Leeds. . 

* Wriothesly Russel, duke of Bedford. 


_ J. Charchill,d. of Marlborough, captain general. 


Jobn Sheffield, duke of Buckinghamshire and 


Normanby. 


‘John Manners, duke of Rutland. 
. John Mountago, duke of Mountagu. 


of state, the pane of Wales sitting in his 
place, and the lords in their robes, commanded 
the gentleman usher of the black rod to let 
the Commons know, “ It is his majesty's plea- 
sure, they attend him immediately, in the 
House of Peers.” Who being come, the Lord 
Chancellor, receiving directions from bis ma- i ; . 
jesty, said, ‘Robert Bertie, marquis of Lindsey, lord great 
‘‘ My lords, and gentlemen; I am com-|:  chamberlaia of England. 
manded by his majesty to acqnaint you, that }. Evelyn Pierpont, marquis of Dorchester. 


_* James Hamilton, d. of Hamilton and Brandon. 
a alti Douglas, duke of Queensbury and 
over. 


: Henry de Grey, duke.of Kent. 
Marquisses, 
i 


his majesty does not intend to declare the 
causes of calling this parliament till there be a 
Speaker of the House of Commons, And there- 
fure you, the gentlemen of the House of Com- 
mons, are to repair to the place where the 


Commons usually sit, and there proceed to the |! 


election of a fit person to be your Speaker; 
whom you are to present to his majesty here, 
for his royal approbation, on Monday next, at 
twelve of phe clock.” 


List of the House of Peers.] The follow- 
ing is a List of the House of Peers at the open- 
ing of the New Parliament. 


An exact List of the Lorps Spiritual aud Tem- 
poral, summoned to meet at Westminster, 
on the 17th of March, 1715, being the 

_- First Parliament of King George the 


First, and the Fifth Parliament of Great | 


Britain. : 
Those marked thus * were then under age. 


His royal highness George Augustus, prince of 


Wales, &c. 
William Cowper, lord Cowper, lord high chan- 
cellor of*Great Britain. 
Daniel Finch, earl of Nottingham, lord presi- 
dent of the council. 
Thomas Wharton, earl of Wharton, lord privy 
seal, . 
\ 


; Eurls, 


James Stanley, earl of Derby. 

.* Theophilus Hastings, earl of Hunting¢ion. 

‘Thomas Herbert, earl of Pembroke and Mont- 
gomery. 

Henry Clinton, earl of Lincoln, 

: Henry Howard, earl of Suffolk and Bindon,. 

| deputy earl-marshal. 

| Lionel Cranfield Sackville, earl of Dorset and 

Middlesex, lord warden of the Cinque Ports, 

‘James Cecil, earl of Salisbury. 

.Jobn Cecil, eart of Exeter. 

Scroop Egerton, earl of Bridgwater, chamber- 
lain to the prince. _ 

John Sidney, earl of Leicester. | 

George Compton, earl.of Northampton, con- 
stable of the Tower of London. | : 

* Edward-Henry Rich, earl of Warwick and 
Holland. 

Basil Fielding, earl of Denbigh. 

Thomas Faue, earl of Westinoreland. 

Charles Mountagu, earl of Manchester. - 

Henry Bowes Howard, earl of Berks, 

John Savage, earl Rivers. : 


Charles Mordaunt, earl of Peterborough and . 


Monmouth. 
Thomas Grey, earl of Stamford. 
Heneage Finch, earl of Winchelsea. 


Philip Stanhope, earl of Chesterfield, 


ore ee ee 
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“Thomas Tufton, earl of Thanet. 
Charles Spencer, earl of Sunderland, Id, lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. . 

Nicholas Leak, earl of Scarsdale. 
Edward Mountagu, earl of Sandwich. 
Edward Hyde, earl of Clarendon, 
* Wiliiam Capel, earl of Essex. 
George Brudeuel, earl of Cardigan, 
Arthur Annesly, earl of Anglesea. 
Charles Howard, earl of Carlisle. — 
Thomas Bruce, earl of Ailesbury. 
* Richard Boyle, earl of Burlington. : 
* Anthony-Ashley Cooper, earl of Shaftesbury. 
Edward Henry Lee, earl of Lichfield. 
- Theinas Lennard, earlof Sussex. 


Charles-Bodvile Robarts, earl of Radnor, trea-_ 


surer of the chamber. - 

William Paston, earl of Yarmouth. 

James Berkeley, earl of Berkeley. 

Henry Hyde, earl of Rochester. 

Montagu-Venables Bertie, earl of Abingdon. 

* Baptist Noel, earl of Gainsborough, 

Robert Darcey, earl of Holderness. 

Other Windsor Hickman, earl of Plymouth. 

James Ratcliff, earl of Derwentwater. 

Henry Stafford Howard, earl of Stafford. 

Henry Bentinck, earl of Portland. 

Arthur Herbert, earl of Torrington. 

Richard Lumley, earl of Scarborough. 

George Booth, earl of Warrington. 

Richard Newport, earl of Bradford. - 

Frederick Zulestein de Nassau, e. of Rochford. 

Arnold Joost van Kepel, earl of Albemarle, 

Gilbert Coventry, earl of Coventry. 

Edward Russel, earl of Orford, first commis- 
sioner of theadmiralty. — 

_ William Villiers, earl of Jersey. 

Henry: D’ Auverquerque, earl of Grantham. 

John Campbell, earl of Greenwich (and d. of 
Argyle) general of the forces in Scotland. 

John Poulet, earl Poulet. — 

Francis Godolphin, earl of Godolphin, cof- 
ferer to the king. ; 

Hugh Cholmondeley, earl of Cholmondeley, 
treasurer of the houshold. P 

Robert Harley, earl of Oxford and e. Mortimer, 

Robert Shirley, earl Ferrers. 

Thomas Wentworth, earl of Strafford. © 

William Legg, earl of Dartmouth. 

James Brydges, earl of Caernarvon. 

Lewis Watson, earl of Rockingham. 

Charles Bennet, earl of Tankerville. _ 

Charles Mountagu, earl of Halifax, first com- 
missioner of the treasury. | 

Heheage Finch, earl of Aylesford, chancellor of 
the duchy of Lancaster. ght 

* John Hervey, earl of Bristol. 

Thomas Pelham, earl of Clare. 

Henry Paget, earl of Uxbridge, capt. of the 
yeomen of the guard. a 


Viscounte, 


Charles Townsend, viscount Townsend, secre- 
: tary of state. " 

Price Devereux, visc. Hereford. 

Henry Brown, visc. Montacute. 

Lawrence Fienes, visc, Say and Sele. 


\ 
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Thomas Bellasyse, visc. Falconberg. 
* Thomas Thynne, vic. Weymouth, 
William-Hatton, visc. Hatton. 
* Talbot Yelverton, visc. Longueville. 
* Henry Lowther, visc. Lonsdale. 
Henry St. John, visc. Bolingbroke. 
Henry Obrian, visc. Tadcaster (earl 
_ mond in Ireland.) © 
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of Tho-’ 


Barons. 


George Nevil, lord Abergavenny. - ‘ 
James Totichet, Id. Audley (earl of Castlehaven | 
- inIreland.) | 
John West, ld. De la War. a 
Charles Mildmay, Id. Fitzwalter. _ | | 
Edward Ward, td. Dudley and Ward. 
Edward Stourton, td. Stourton. a 
Dr. George Verney, Id. Willoughby of Broke. 
Charles Willoughby, ld. Willoughby of Parham. 
Thomas Howard, ld. Howard of Effingham. 
William North, ld. North, aud Id. Grey of © | 
RoHeston. | | 
William Ferdinand Carey, ld. Hunsdon, | 
Wilham St. John, ld, St. John of Bletsho. 


_ James Compton, Id. Compton. | 


* Robert Petre, Id. Petre. 

Henry Arundel, Id. Arundel of Wardour, 
Richard Lumley, lord Lumtey 

Charles Dormer, lord Dormer oo 
Henry Roper, lord Tenham . : 
* William Greville, lord Brooke __ 

* Nevil Lovelace; tord Lovelace 


| Banister Maynard, lord Maynard 


Charles Howard, lord Howard of Escrick 
Charles Bruce, lord Bruce ; | 
Edward Leigh, lord Leigh 
William Byron, lord Byron 
Wiliam Widdrington, lord Widdrington 
John Colepeper, ld. Colepeper 
Peregrine Bertie, 1d. Willoughby of Eresby 
Robert Sutton, lord Lexington | 
Marmaduke Langdale, lord Langdale 
William Berkeley, lord Berkeley of Stratton, 

first commissioner of trade © 
Charles Cornwallis, lord Cornwallis 
John Arundel, lord Arundel of Trerice 
* William Craven, lord Craven 
Hugh Clifford, lord Clafford of Chudleigh 
Peregrine Hyde Osborne, lord Osbor 
John Carteret, lord Carteret : 
William Stawell, lord Stawell 
Francis North, lord Guilford == 
James Waldgrave, lord Waldgrave 
John Ashburnham, lord Ashburnham 
Thomas Farmer, lord Leomiister 
Charles Butler, lord Butler of Weston, (eart 
| Of Arran in Iteland.) ~ | 

‘Henry Herbert, lord Herbert of Cherbury 
Maurice Thompson, lord Haversbam 
John Somers, lord Somers 

‘Christopher Vane, lord Barnard 

‘* John Leveson Gower, lord Gower 

i Francis Seymour Conway, lord Conway 
‘Simon Harcoort, lord Harcourt 
C. Boyle, ld. Boyle, (e. of Orrery in Ireland)- 
George Hay, lord Hay (earl of Kinnoul, é7 

Scotland) | | 
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Thomas Windsor, lord Mountjoy Giscount Henry Scot, earl of Deloraine _ 


Windsor ju Ireland) * George Hamilton, earlof Orkney, gent. ofthe ° 
Thomas Mansel, lord Mansel bed-chamber in extraordinary to his majesty - 
‘Thomas Willoughby, lord Middleton * Hugh Campbell ear! of London 
eae lord areas : 
George Granville, lord Lansdowne ‘| = List of the House of mons.| The List of 
Samuel Masham, lord Masham the members of the acai in was as 
Thomas Foley, lord Fole follows: 


Allen Bathurst, lord Bathurst 


Robert Benson, lord Bingley - A List of the House or Commons in the Fifth 
James Sgunderson, lord Saunderson, (viscount Parliament of Great Britain, which met 
Castleton of Ireland.) 


’ Bennet Sherrard, lord Harborough | | March 17, 1715. . 

Gervase Pierepoint, lord Pierepoint BrpFoRDsHIRE, - Chester. 

Henry Boyle, lord Carleton William Hillersden, | Sir Henry Bunbury, 

Richard Temple, lord Cobham ee Sir R. Grosvenor. 

dford CornwalL. 

Archbishops and Bishops. Willian Farrer, Sir William Carew, 

Dr. Thomas Tennison, abp. of Canterbury John Thurloe Brace. John Trevanion. 

Sir William Dawes, bart. abp. of York. BrrKxsHIRE. Launceston. 

Dr. John Robinson, bishop of London Sir John Stonehouse, = John Anstis, 

Dr. Nathaniel Crew, bishop of Durham, and | Robert Packer. Alexander Pendarves, 

lord Crew New Windsor. Leskarda., 

Sir John Trelawney, bart. bp. of Winchester Sir Henry Ashurst, Philip Rashleigh, 

Dr. William Lloyd, bishop of Worcester Samuel Travers. = Sir John Trelawney. 

Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bishop of Sarum Reading. Lestwithiel. 


Dr. John Hough, bp. of Lichfield and Coventry | Hon.CharlesCadogan, John Newsham, 
Dr. Richard Cumberland, bp. of Peter porous? Richard Thompson. W. Cavendish, mar- . 


Dr. William Talbot, bp. of Oxford eee nis of Hartington, 
Dr. John Evans, bishop of Bangor William Hucks, ruro. 
Dr. William Nicholson, bp. of Carlisle Henry Grey Neville. Spencer Cowper, 
Dr. George Hooper, bishop of Bath and Wells Abington. Thomas Wyndham. 
Dr. William Wake, bishop of Lincoln James Jennings. Bodmin. 
Dr. John Tyler, bishop of Llandaff ~ Bucks. Joha Leigh, 
Dr. Offspring Blackall, bishop of Exeter John Fleetwood, C. Beauclair, Earl of 
Dr. Charles Trimnel, bishop of Norwich Richard Hampden. Burford. 
Dr. William Fleetwood, bp. of Ely - Buckingham. Helston. 
Dr. Thomas Manningham, bp. of ‘Chichester Alexander Denton, Sir Gilbert Heathcot, 
Dr. Philip Biss, bishop of Hereford Edmund Halsey. go Godolphin. 
Dr. Adam Ottley, bp. of St. David's Chipping- Wicoms. Saltash. 
Dr. Francis Atterbury, bp. of Rochester Sir Thomas Lee, _Shilston Calmady, 
Dr. George Smalridge, bp. of Bristol, lord al- | John Neale. Joho Francis Buller. 
moner to the king. Aylesbury. Camelford. 
Dr. Francis Gastrel, bp. of Chester Sir Nathaniel Mead, Richard Coffin, 
Dr. Richard Willis, bp. of Gloucester Trevor Hill, vise. Hills- James Mountague. 
‘Dr. John Wynn, bishop of St. Asaph. pase : West pe " 
: mondesham. homas Maynar 
The Sixteen Peers of Scotland. | M. Gerrard Drake, George Deleval. 
James Graham, duke of Montrose, sec. of state, | Hon. Ralph Verney. Graumpound. 
Wendover. | Hon. John West, 
- John K Ker, duke of omen lord privy seal | Sir Roger Hill, Richard West. 
of Scotland, p. Richard Grenville, East Looe. 
John Hay, marquis sof Tweedale Great Marlow. John Smith, | 
William Ker, marquis of Lothian George Bruere, Horatio Walpole. 
Willian Johnston, marquis of Annandale, lord | H. Petty,!d.Sbelburne. = Penryn. 
chancellor of Scotland, p. c. CaMBRIDGESHIRE. Samuel Trefusis, 
John Dalrymple, earl of Stair, p.c Sir Robert Clark, W. Godolphin, Vise 
Archibald Campbell, earl of lay, lord register | Sir Francis Whichcot, . Ruialton, 
of Scotland, p. c. Univ. of Cambridge. | Tregony. 
David Erskine, earl of Buchan Hon. Dixe Windsor, Charles Talbot, 
James Stewart, earl of Bute Hon. T. Willoughby. John Mirril. 
‘John Lesley, earl of Rothes, lord admiral of | Town of Cambridge. Bossiney 
Scotland Sir John H. Cotton, Samuel Molineux, 
John Sutherland, earl of Sutherland Saniuel Shephard. Henry Cartwright. 
‘- William Ross, lord Ross CHESHIRE. St. Ives 


John Hamilton, lord Belhaven, gent. of the Sir GeorgeWarburton, Lord Harry Paulet, 
bedchamber to the prince of Wales Hon. Langham Booth, Sir John Hobart. 


¢ 
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Fowey, 
Jonathan Elford, 
Nicholas Vincent. - 

St. Germains. 
Joho Koight, 

Philip lord Stanhope. 

St. Michael. 
Nathaniel Blakiston, 


R. Molesworth, visc.. 


~ 


Molesworth. 
Newport. 
Sir Nicholas Morrice, 
Humphrey Morrice. 
St. Mawes. 
William Lowndg, | 
John Chetwynd. 
Kellington. 
Sir John Coryton, 
Thomas Coppleston. 
CuMBERLAND. 
James Lowther, 
Gilfrid Lawson. 
Carlisle, 
William Strickland, 
Henry Aglionby. 
. Cockermouth. | 
Sir Thomas Pengelly, 
Anthony Lowther. 
DERBYSHIRE. 
Sir Jobn Curzon, 


Godfrey Clarke. 


Derby. 

Lord J. Cavendish, 

Hon. W. Stanhope. 
DEVONSHIRE. 

Sir W. Courtenay, | 

Sir C. W. Bampfield. 
Exeter. 

John Bampfield, 

Francis Drew. 
Totness. 

Stephen Northleigh, 

Charles Wills. - 
Plymouth. 

Sir John Rogers, 

Hon. Pattie Bing. 
Oakhampton. 


‘W. Northmore, jun. 


Christopher Harris. 
Barnstable. 

John Rolle, 

gt Ackland. 

ton. 

Richard Edgcomb, 

_ George Treby. 
Honiton. 

William Yonge, 

Sir William Pole. . 
Tavistock. 

Sir John Cope, 

Sir Francis H, Drake. 
Ashburton. 

Roger Tuckfield, 

Richard Reynell. 

Clifton, Dartmouth, 
- Hardness. 

John Foundes, jun. 

Von. VII. 


“St. John Brodrick. 


‘Thomas Bere. - 


- Abraham Janssen. 


~ Thomas Littleton. 


Joseph Hearne. 
Berealston. 
‘Laurence Carter, 


Tiverton. Ls 
Sir Edward Northey, ' 


DorsETsHIRE. 
Thomas Strangewsys, 
George Chaffin. 


cole. 

Sir William Lewen, 

George Trenchard. 
Dorchester. 

Sir Nathaniel Napier, 


Lyme-Regis. 
John Henly, 
John Burridge, jun. | 
Weymouth. 
Daniel Harvey, © 
Edward Harrison. 


Melcombe- Regis. 
Wilham Betts, 


Bridport. 
Sir Dewy Bulkeley, 
Peter Walter. 
_ Shaftesbury. 
Edward Nicholas, _.- 
Sir E. Desbouverie. 
Wareham, 

Henry Drax, 

George Pitt, jun. 
Corfe-Castle. 

Dennis Bond, 

John Bond. 
Douruam, County. 

Sir John Eden, 

John Hedworth. 
Durham. 

Thomas Conyers, 

George Baker. 
Essex. ; 

Sir R. Child, vise. 
Castlemain, 

Robert Honywood.. 
Colchester. 

Sir Isaac Rebow, 

Richard Ducane. 
Malden. — 

Thomas Bramston, 

Samuel Tuffnel. 
Harwich. 

Thomas Heath, _ 

Sir Philip Parker. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Hon. Henry Berkeley 

Edmond Bray. : 
Gloucester. 

John Snell, 

Charles Cox. 
Cirencester. 

Thomas Maisters, 

Benjamin Bathurst. 
Tewksbury. 

William Dowdeswell, 


Sir J. H. Sebright, 


Ti Gage, visc. Gage. 


HEREFORDSHIRE, 
Richard Hopton, 
Sir Thomas Morgan, 
Sir H. Hoskins. 

Hereford. 
Thomas Foley, 


| J. Scudamore, vise. 


Scudamore, 
H. R. Westfaling. 
Leominster. 
Edward Harley, 
William Bateman. 
Weobly. % 
Nicholas Philpot 
John. Birch. 


DEeRTFoRDsHIRE. - 


Ralph Freeman. 

St. Albans. 
W. Grimstone, visc. 
- Grimstone, 


‘Joshua Lomax. 


Hertford. 

Sir Thomas Clerke, 

John Boteler. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

Robert Pigot, 

John Bigg. 
Huntingdon. 

Hon. S. W. Montagu, 

E. Id. Hinchingbroke. 
KEnrT. 

William Delaune, 

Hon. John Fane. 
Canterbury. 

John Hardress, 

Sir Thomas Hales. 
Rochester. 

Sir Thomas Palmer, 

Sir John Jennings. 
Maidstone. - 

Sir T, Colepeper, 

Sir Barnham Rider. 
Queenborough. 

Col. Tho. King, 

Philip Jennings. 
LANCASHIRE. 

Sir John Bland, | 


| Richard Shuttleworth. 


Preston. 
Henry Fleetwood, 
Sir Henry Haughton. 
Lancaster. - 
Doddington Braddyl, 
William Heysham. . 
Newton. 
Sir Francis Leicester, 
William Shippen. 


Wigan. 
Sir Roger Bradshaigh, 
James Barry, earl of 
Barrymore. 
' Clathero. 
Thomas Lister, — 


Edward Harvey. 
dh. | 


Liverpool. ) 
Sir Thomas Johnson, ° 
Edward Norris. _ 

LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Sir Jeffery Palmer, 
Lord W. Manners. 

Leicester. 

Sir George Beaumont, 
Thomas Noble. — 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Sir J. Brownlow, vise. 

Tyrconnel, 

Sir W. Massingbeard. 

Lincoln. 

Sir John Tirwit, 
Richard Grantham. 
Boston. 


' Henry Heron, oo 


Richard Ellis. 
Great Grimsby. 
Joseph Banks, 


"Sir Robert Chaplin, 


Arthur Moor. 
Stamford. 

Hon. Charles Cecil, 

Hon. Charles Bertie: 
Grantham. 


Edward Rolt, 
John Heathcote. 


MupDLESEX. 

Hon. James Bertie, 

Hugh Smithson. 
Westminster. 

Sir Thomas Cross, 

Hon. E. W. Montage. 
London. * 

Sir Jobn Ward, 

Sir Thomas Scawen, 

Peter Godfrey, 

Robert Heysham. | 
Mon MOUTHSHIRE. 

Thomas Lewis, 

John Hanbury. 
Monmouth. — 

Hon. A. Windsor. — 
Norro_k. 

Sir Jacob Astley, 

Thomas de Grey. 
Norwich. ; 

Waller.Bacon, — 


: Robert Brittiffe. 


Sir 


nn- Regis. 
harles Turner, 
Robert Walpole. 
Great Yarmouth. 
George England, 
Hon.. H. Townsend, | 
Thetford. 
John Ward, 
Dudley North. 
‘ Castle-rising. 
Hon. W. Fieldings 
Col. C, Charchill. 
NortHaMPTONSHIRE, 
Sir Justinian Isham, — 
Thomas Cartwright. 


¢ . 
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City of Peterborough. — 
~ . J. Fitz-Williams, earl 


Fitz-Williams, 

Charles Parker. 

Town of Northampton. 

William Wykes, 

G. Montague, earl of 
Halifax, 

William Wilmer. 
Brackley. 

Hon. W. Egerton, 

Paul Meihuen. 
Higham Ferrers. 


| Hon. Charles Leigh, 


NortTHUMBERLAND. 
Algernoon Seymour, 
earl of Hertford. 

F. Blake Delavall. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Sir William Blacket, 
William Wrightson. 
Morpeth, 
Henry Howard, vise. 
Morpeth, . 
George Carpenter. 
Berwick upon Tweed. 


_ Grey Neville, 


J. Barrington Schute, 
visc. Barrington. | 
NorrTINGHAMSHIBE. 

Hon. F. Willoughby, 

William Levinz, 
Nottingham. 

- Jobn Plumtre, 

George Gregory. 
East Retford. 

John Digby, 

‘Fhomas White. 
Newark upon Trent. 

Richard Sutton, 

“Hon. Conyers Darcy. 
Oxon. | 

Sir R. B. Jenkinson, 

Henry Perrot. | 

University of Oxford, 

William Bromley, _ 

George Clarke, LL. D. 
Oxford. 


Sir John Walter, 


__, Thomas Rowney.. 


Woodstock. 
William Clayton, 
Thomas Crisp, 

Banbury. — 

Sir Jonathan Cope. | 
_ RUuTLANDSHIRE, | 
Daniel, ld. Finch, 

‘ Sic T. Mackworth. - 

Sator. ; 
Sir Robert Corbet, 

lop. — 
Corbet Kynaston, 
Andrew Corbet, 
Bridgnorth. 
William Whitmore, 
John Weaver. . 


Ludlow. 

Humphrey Walcot, 

Sir Robert Raymond. 
Great Wenlock. 

William Forrester, 

Sir Humphrey Briggs. 
Bishop's Castle. : 

Charles Mason, 

Sir Matthew Decker. 
SoMERSETSHIRE. 

Sir W. Wyndham, 

William Hellier. 
Bristol. 

Joseph Earle, 

Sir Wiliam Daihes. 
Bath. 

John Codrington, 


_ Robert Gay, 


Wells. 

William Piers, 

Thomas Edwards. 

| Launton. — 

Sir William Pinsent, 

James Smith. 
Bridgwater. 

Thomas Palmer, 

William Pitt. 

Minehead. 
Sir John Trevelyan, 
Hon. Robert Mansel. 
. Ilchester. 

William Bellamy, 

John Hopkins. 
Milbourn Port. - 

James Medlicot, 

Charles Stanhope. 
SouTHAMPTON, 

George Pitt, 

Lord Nassau Paulet. 
Winchester. 

George Bridges, 

Lord William Paulet. 
Southampton. 


' Richard Fleming, 


Thomas Lewis. . 
Portsmouth. 

Sir Edward Earnly, 
Sir Charles Wager. 
Yarmouth, — 

Anthony Morgan, 

Sir Theodore Janssen, 

William Plomer, 
Petersfield. 

Norton Paulett, 

S. Pargiter Fuller. | 
Newport. 

William Stephens, 

Thomas Stanwix. 
Stockbridge. 

Thomas Broderick, 

Col. Martin Bladen, 
Newtown. ‘ 

James Worsley, 

Sir Robert Worsley. 
Christ-Church. 

Sir Peter Mews, | 

Francis Gwyn. 


‘N 
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Lymington. 
Richard Chandler, 
Sir Joseph Jekyll. 

Whitechurch. 

Lt. Gen, G. Carpenter, 
John Conduit. 

Andover. 

Wiliam Gaidott, 
Hon. James Brudenel. 

STAFFORDSHIRE, _ 
Henry lord Paget, 
Hon. W. L. Gower. 

Litchfield, : 
Samuel Hill, 

Walter Chetwynd. 

Stafford. 


Wal. Chetwynd, visc. 


Chetwynd. 
William Chetwynd. 
Newcastle under Line. 


‘Sir Bryan Broughton, 


Crew Offly: 
Tamworth. 

Samuel Bracebridge, 

William Ing. 
SUFFOLK. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer, 

Sir Robert Davers. 
Ipswich. 

Sir W. Thompson, 

Francis Negus. 
Dunwich. 

Sir Robert Rich, 

Col. Charles Long. 
Orford. 

Clement Corrance, 

Sir Richard Duke. 
Aldtorough. 

Samuel Low, 

Walter Plumer. 
Sudbury. 

Sir Harvey Elwes, 

Thomas Western, 


Eye. 

Edward Hopkins, 
Thomas Smith. 

St. Edmundsbury. 
Carr, Lord Hervey, _ 
James Reynolds. | 

Surry. | 
John Walter, 

Sir Willian Scawenh. 

Southwark. 

John Lade, 
Sir Fisher Tench, 

Blechingly. 
George Byelyns 
William Clayton. 

| Ryegate. 
James Cocks, — 
Thomas Jordan, 

Guilford. 

Morgan Randy, 


_Arthur Onslow. 


‘ Gatton. 
William Newland, | 
Paul Docnainique. 


N 


(% 


Haslemere. 
Sir Nicholas Carew, - 
Sir Montague Blundel, 
Pleas 
on. Spencer Com 
- ton, Srealar = 
James Butler. 
Chichester. 
Sir Thomas Miller, 
Henry Kelsel. 
Horsham. 
Arthur Ingram, 
Charles Eversfield. 
Midhurst. . 
Alan visc. Broderick, 
Sir Richard Mills. 
Lewes. = 
Thomas Pelham, 
Sir Philip York. 
New-Shoreham. 
Sir Nathaniel Gould, 
Francis Chamberlain. 
Bramber. | 
Sir Richard Gough, - 
Edward Minsbul. 
Steyniny. 
Maj. Gen. J. Pepper, : 
William Wallis. 
East-Grinstead. 
John Conyers, 
R.Boyle, vis. Shannon. 
Arundel. | 


Hon. Henry Lumley, 


Joseph Micklethwait. 


WARWICKSHIRE, 
Andrew Archer, 
William Peytoe. 

Coventry. 
Sir Thomas Samwel. 
Sir Adolphus Oughtoa, 

Warwick. 
Hon. D. Grevil, 
Willam Colemore; jun. 
, WESTMORELAND. 
Hon. James Grahme, 
Daniel Wilson. 

Appleby, | 
Sir Richard Sandford, 
Thomas Lutwyche, — 

WILTSHIRE. 
Sir Richard How 
Robert Hide. 

New Sarum. 
Edward Lambert, 
Andrew Dancomb. 

Wilton. 

John London, 
Thomas Pit. 
Downton. 
Charles Longueville, 
Gyles Eyre. 
Hindon. 
George Wade, 
John Pitt. 

Heytesbury. 
Edward ‘Ash, 
William Ash. 


oa 
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_ Westbury. 


G. Evans,ld.Carburry, . 


‘Chartes Allarson. 
Calne. 

_ Sit Orlando Bridgman, 

Richard Chiswell, 
Devizes. 

Josiah Diston, 

Benj. Haskin Styles. 
Chippenham. 

Sir John Eyles, 

Giles Erle. 
Malmesbury. 

Sir John Rusho 

Joseph Addison, 

Fleetwood Dormer. 
Cricklade. . 

Sir Thomas Read, 

Jacob Sawbridge, 

Hon. M. D. Moreton. 

¢ Bedwin. 

Stephen Biss, 

William Sloper. 
Ludgershall. 

Lt. gen. J. R. Webb, 

John Ivory Talbot. 
Old Sarum, 

Sir Willm. Strickland, 

Robert Pitt. 
Wotton Basset. 

Sir James Long, 

William Northey. 
Marlborough. 

Sir Willm.Humphreys, 

Gabriel Roberts. 


WORCESTERSHIRE, - 


Sir John Packington, 
Sir Thomas Littleton. 
Worcester. 

Thomas Wylde, 

Samuel Swift, 

Samuel Sandys. 
Droitwich. 

Richard Foley, 


Ed. W. Jeffreys. ° 


Evesham. 

John Rodge, 

John Deacle. 
Bewdley: 

Grey James Grove. 
YORKSHIRE. 

H.Dawney,visc.Down, 

Sir Arthur Kay. 

York. 

Sir William Robinson, 

Tobias Jenkins. 
Kingston upen Hull, 

Sir W. St. Quinton, 

Nathaniel Rogers. 
Knaresborough. 

Robert Hitch, 

- Hon. Rich. Arundel. 
Scarborough. 

William Thompson, 

John Hungerford. 


Join Aulaig, 


William Aislabie. 
Richmond. 

John York, 

Richard Abel. 
Heydon. 

William Pulteney, 

Hugh Cholmeley. 
Boroughbridge. 

Sir Richard Steel, 

Sir Wilfred Lawson. 

Malton. 

Hon. T. Wentworth, 

T. Wentworth, jun, 
Thirsk. 

Thomas Frankland, 

Thomas Pitt, sen. 
Aldborough. 

Wiliam Jessup, 

Sir William Monson. 
Beverly. 

Sir Charles Hotham, 


Sir Michael Wharton. 


Northallerton. . 
Leonard Smelt, 
Cholmeley Turner. 

Pontefract. — 


Sir William Lowther, | 
Hugh Bethel. 


CINQUE PORTS. 
Hastings. 
Archibald. Hutcheson, 
Heury Pelham. 
Dover. | 
Hon. Geo. Berkley, 
Henry Farnese. 
Sandwich. 
Sir Thomas Daeth, 
Sir George Oxendon. 
Hythe. 
Jacob des Bouverie, 
Sir Samuel Lennard. 
New-Romney. — 
Sir Robert Furnese, 
Edward, visc. Sonds. 
Rye. 
Sir John Norris, 
Philip Gibbon. 
nchelsea, 
Robert Bristow, 


G. Bubb Doddington. 


_ Seaford. 
George Naylor, - 
Hon. Henry Petham. 


WALES, 


ANGLESEA. 
Owen Meyrick. 
Beaumaris, 
Hon. Henry Bertie. 
Brecon. i 
W. Gwyn Vaughan. 
Brecon Town. 
Roger Jones. 
CaRDIGan. 
Owen Brigstock. 


Cardigan Town, 


Stephen Parry. 


CaERMARTHEN. 
Sir Thomas Stepney. 
Caermarthen Town. 
Richard Vaughan. 
CaRNARVON. 
Joho Griffith. . 
Carnardton Town. 
Thomas Wynne. 
Densicu. 
Watkin W. Wynn. 
Denbigh Town. 
John Reberts. 
FLint. : 
Sir Roger Mostyn. 
Flint Town. 
Thomas Eaton. 
GLAMORGAN. 
Sir Charles Keymis. 
_ Cardiffe Town. 
Sir Edward Stradling. 
MERIONETH. 


| Richard Vaughan. 


MontTcomMery. | 
Hon. Price Devereux, 
Montgomery Town, 
Jobn Pugh, 
Sir Arthur Owen. 
Pembroke Town. 
Thomas Ferrers. 
Haverford West. 
Sir John Philips, 
.Ravnor. | 
Sir Richard Fowler, 


New Radnor Town. 


Thomas Lewis. 


SCOTLAND. : 
Aberdeen. 
Sir Alex. Cumming. 
Air. , 
John Montgomery. 
Argyle. 


kd = 
Sir James Campbell. * 


Bamff. 

Alex. Abercromby. 
Berwick. 

Georve Bailie, 

Sir Robert Gordon. 


Nairn and Cremartie. 
_ Alex. Urquhart, 


Dumbarton. 
Hon. John Campbell. 
Dumfries. 


Sir William Jubnston. 


Edinburgh. 
John Baird, jun. 

Elgin. - 
Alexander Brodie. 


ife. is 
Sir Jobn Anstruther. 


Forfar. 
James Scot. 


Haddington. 

John Cockburn, 
Inverness. 

John Forbes. 
Kincardin. 

James Scott. 

Kinrossand Clacmanan 

Wiliam Douglas. 
Kircudbright. 

Alexander Murray. 
Lanerk. 

Lord Arch. Hamilton. 
Linlithgow. 

Sir J. Cunningham. 
Orkney and Zetland, 

James Modie, jun. 
Peebles. — 

Alexander Murray. 
Perth. 

Lord James Murray. 
Renfrew.. 

Sir Robert Pollock. 
Ross. 

Hon: C. Ross 
Roxburgh. 


William Douglas, jun. 


Selkirk. 

John Pringle. 
Starling. . 

Mungo Haldane. 

Sutherland. 

Sir William Gordon. 
Wigtoun. 

Hon. John Stuart. 
Edinburgh City. 

Joho Campbell. 


_Burghsof Kirkwall,&c. 


Robert Monro. 
Fortrose, §c. 


~William Stewart. 


Elgin, $c. 
Jobn Campbell. 
Aberdeen, &c. 
John Middleton. 
Forfar, &ce. 
Patrick Haldane. 
Craill, &c. 
Philip Anstruther. | 
Dysart, §c. 


~ Hon. William Ker. - 


Invirkithen, &c. 
Henry Cunningham. 

Glasgow, §c. 
Daniel Campbell. 

Haddington, &c. . 
Sir Janes Dalrymple. 

Selkirk, &c. . 
Hon. Col. G. Douglas. 
_ Dumfries, &e. .* 
Alexander Ferguson, | 

Wigtoun, &c. 
Patrick Vane. 

Air, &c. , 
Thomas Kennedy. 


_ Spencer Compton, esq. chosen Speaker.] The 
Cummons being returned to their House, 


39] 
The Earl of Hartford, son and heir apparent 
to the duke of Somerset, said ; That the House 


having received his majesty's commands to re- 


"any person ; 


turn, and immediately choose a Speaker ; al- 
though he was himself very unfitto recommend 
et he should take upon him to 


name one, of whose abilities and virtues, he 


_ thought, no one need be better convinced, 


though it very ill became him to recommend: 
and thereupon the hon. Speacer Compton, esq. 
who had already made known his experience in 
the house, and given so many occasions of know- 
ing his abilities in every thing of that kind ; 
and ashe had already, with the greatest honour, 
filled the chair of the committee of privileges 
and elections, which, next to that of the Speak- 
er’s, is the highest we have ; there was no occa- 
sion to say more of him ; and therefore moved, 
that Spencer Compton, esq. might, take the 


; chair of the house.. 


Lord Finch,* son and heir apparent to the 
earl of Nottingham, said, “ That, after the ho- 
nourable mention, which the noble member 


‘had been pleased to make of Mr. Compton, 


_ whose abilities were so well known to every 


gentleman in the house, his addition would be 


.@ mis-spending of time : but, however, on this 


occasion, he could not but take notice of him, 
as he was a person descended of a very noble 
and honourable family, in all times famous for 
their steady adherence to the cunstitution in 


_cburch and state; for their inviolable loyalty 


. 


to a deserving master, though an unfortunate 
prince; that he had eminently distinguished 
himself in the true interest of his country, by 
his firmly adhering te, and supporting witb re- 
solution, those measures, that were necessary 
to maintain the protestant succession, when in 
the utmost danger; upon which alone the secu- 
vity of the church of England, the protestant 
religion abroad, and the liberties of his country, 
could depend; without which, they might not 
have had an opportunity this day to choose a 
Speaker: That, by these virtues, and his great 
abilitiesin parliamentary affairs, he bad so well 
deserved of his country, as to merit all marks 
of esteem that they could shew him: that he had 


. already discharged the duty ot the second chair, 


when intrusted with the rights and liberties of 
the Commons, with such temper, candour, and 
impartiality, as must satisfy every gentleman in 
the house, that he will support the dignity of 
the chair, and shew himself entirely equal to 
the trust they should repdse in him. Unless 
such merit fills the chair, in vain would it be for 
a Speaker, at the bar of another house, to insist 
upon the rights and privileges of parliaments, 
freedom of speech, and liberty of debating ; 
for it would ever be in the breast of a Speaker 
to obstruct that freedom of ‘speech which the 
crown has not a right to deny: since, there- 


- fore, to complete his character, he has already 


distinguished himself by these virtues, so ne- 


‘cessary to every one who is to preside in a 


_* For a biographical account of him, see 
vol, 6, p.,1272, Note. 
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free assembly, he begged leave -to second the 
motion.” 


' Then Mr. Compton stood up in his place, 


and said, “ That excuses upon these occasions 
were generally so much suspected, that notwith- 
standing the just sense he had of bis own inabi- 
lities, he should have chose tu have sat silent, 
and subinitted himself to the pleasure of the 
house, had nothing but his own reputation, hawe 
ever dear that was to him, been concerned in 
the decision of this question : but when he con- 
sidered, that the future prosperity and tranquil- 
lity of this kingdom would entirely depend on 
many difficult and important points, which must 
necessarily come under the consideration of this 
parliament, he must own he trembled, lest the 
just expectation the nation bad of relief, of se- 
curity, and of future happiness, from the deli- 
berations of this house of Commons, should be 
any-ways obstructed, if not disappointed, by 
his want of capacity ; and that he should theree 
fore think himself inexcusable, did he not lay 
before gentlemen how unequal he found himself 
to so great a weight : and since there were 80 
many gentlemen in this house (he might venture 
to say there never were more in any house of 


‘Commons), whose experience, added to their 


abilities, did fitly qualify them to promote those 
great and good purposes, which he was sure, 
every gentleman in the house proposed for the 
service of his country, from the determination 
of this parliament, he should hope he might be 
allowed to sit down, perfectly satisfied with the 
honour of having been proposed by two honour- 
able persons, who were the ornaments of the 
last parliament ; and whose steady adherence 
to the true interest ef their country added a 
lustre even to their birth: and that gentlemen 
would agree on some other person, whose greater 
abilities would enable him to discharge this 
high trust, with reputation to himself, and ade 
vantage to the public.” a 


But, the house calling upon Mr. Compton, . 


‘To the chair ;” he was taken out of his place 
by the earl of Hartford, and the: lord Finch, 
who led him from the bar of the house, up to 
the chair: where upon the steps, he said, 


‘¢ that the.undeserved honour he had received, ’ 


by being brought thus far, require the utmost 
return of gratitude to the whole house, and his 
most hearty thanks to every member of it; and 
would stop him from farther insisting on his 


own insufficiency, lest he should be thought to ° 


censure the judgment of the house: the real 
sense of his own weakness still urged bim to in- 
treat gentlemen to desist from so improper a 
choice ; and to give him leave to return to his 
former seat, where the errors he might commit 
could be only unfortunate to himself ; whereas, 
in the chair, they might be prejudicial to the 
whole kingdom.” 2 


But the house cried, No, no: whereupon - 


Mr. Compton took the chair; and, the mace, 
which before lay under the table, being 
laid upon the table, he, standing up, said, 
‘* though the house would not allow of bis ex- 
cuse, he hoped they would be pleased to permit 
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him to intercede with his majesty to command 
them to proceed to another election.” The 
members cried, No, no; and thereupon he sat 
down in the chair. | 


' The Speaker’s Speech on being presented and 
proved of.] March21. The king came to 
the House of Lords with the usual solemnity ; 
and the House of Commons attending, the 
Speaker elect addressed his majesty, as follows : 


‘¢ May it please your majesty ; The Commons 
of Great Britain, in parliament assembled, have, 
in obedience to your majesty’s command, pro- 
ceeded to the choice of their Speaker; and 
pow attend, with all humility, to present me to 
" your majesty, as the effect of that choice. 

Tt must be very surprising to your majesty, that, 
from amongst so many honourable, learned, 


and worthy persons, wio are every way qualified , 


to discharge this great trust, any thing could in- 
duce your Commons to preseot me for your ma- 
jesty’s approbation, who have none of those 
endowments necessary for the execution of this 
important charge: I have neither memory to 
retain, judgment to collect, nor skill to guide, 
their debates; nor can I boast of any thing 
that could entitle me to the favor of the Com- 


mons, but an unshaken fidelity to the Protestant. 


succession. This, Sir, to your faithful Commons, 
supplied the want of all qualifications : by this 
first step, they design to convince the world, 
that a steady adherence to the interest of your 
majesty’s royal house is the only recommenda- 
tion to the favour of the Commons. This your 
Commons hope, may be some excuse for their 
presuming to present to your majesty a person, 
whose iosufficiency renders him so improper tor 
them to elect, or for your majesty to approve ; 
But though your majesty should be graciously 


oe tu allow this as a justification for your: 


Sommons ; yet I should be unpardonable, did 
I not, with all humility, represent to your ma- 
 jesty, that, though my zeal be great, my infir- 
-Mities are greater. 

a man of better understanding, and stronger 
judgment, than I. am master of: J am there- 

fore an humble suitor to your majesty, to ac- 

cept my excuse ; and to command the knights, 

citizens, and burgesses, to return to their House, 

and there to make choice of some fitter. person 
to discharge this great trust, on the due execu- 
_ tion whereof the public welfare so much de- 
pends.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, taking directidns 
from his majesty, said, 


“‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;— 


I am to acquaint you, by his majesty’s com- 
mand, that his majesty is perfectly well satisfied 
with the choice you have made of Mr. Compton 
to be your Speaker ; and therefore his majesty 
doth allow of, and confirm you, Mr. Compton, 
to be Speaker of the House of Commons. 


Then the Speaker said, | 
© Since it is not your majesty’s pleasure to 
admit my excuse ; it is my duty to submit, and 


chearfully to undergo this burden, which your 
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This employment requires | 
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majesty and the Commons have been plessed to 
lay on me; having an -entire,confidence in 


_your majesty’s goodness fur pardon for my 


errors and infirmities, at least that they may 
not be imputed to your faithful Commons : On 
whose behalf I lay claim, by liumble petition to 
your majesty, to all their ancient: rights and 
privileges; particularly, that they may -have 
privilege from arrests, and distarbance, for 
their persons, estates,-and servants, liberty of 
speech for the better management of. their de- 
bates, and free access to your majesty’s royal 
person, as occasion shall require.” 


; “ 

Then the Lord Chancellor receiving further 
directions from his‘majesty, said, : 

‘© Mr. Speaker; lam commanded by. his 
inajesty to say, that his majesty, ‘being fully as- 
sured of the prudence, loyalty, and good affec- 
tions, of the House of Commons, does most 
willingly grant to them all their privileges, in as 
full a manner as they have at any time heen 
granted or allowed by any of his majesty’s 
royal predecessors. . And as to what you have 
prayed in relatiomto yourself, his majesty will 
he graciously pleased to put the best and most 
favourable construction upon your words and 
actions, in execution of this great trust, as 
Speaker of the House of Commons; being 
satisfied, by your past conduct, of your good 
intentions and zeal for his service, and the true 
interest of your country, and of your experience » 
and abilities in the business of parliaments.” 


The King’s Speech on opening the Sesston.] 
Then his majesty was pleased to say, 


“« My Lords arid Gentlemen ;—I have order- | 
ed my lord chancellor to declare to you in my 
name and words, the causes of calling this par- 
diament.” 5 


Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving direc- 
tions from his majesty, said, 


“¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen ;—His majesty 
hath commanded me to declare to you the 
causes of his calling this parliament, as they are 
contained in this his majesty’s most gracious 
Speech, now delivered into my hands by his 
majesty, from thé throne. 

‘© My Lords, and Gentlemen; This being 
the first Opportunity that I have had of meeting 
my people in parliament, since it pleased Al- 
raighty God, of his good Providence, to call me 
to the throne of my ancestors, I most gladly 
make use.of it, to thask my faitbful and leving 
subjects for that zeal and firmness that hath 
been shown in defence of the Protestant suo- 
cession, against all the open and secret prac- 
tices that have been used to defeat it; and I 
shall never forget the obligations I have to 
those who have distinguished themselves upon 
thig occasion. : 

« It were to be wished, that the unparalleled 
successes.of a war, which was so wisely and 
cheerfully supported by this nation, in order to 
procure a good peace, had been attended with 
a suitable conclusion: but it is with concern 


st 
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I must tell you, that some conditions, even of 
this peace, essential to the security and trade 
of Great Britain, are not yet duly executed ; 
and the performance of the whole may be look- 
ed upon as precarious, until we shall have form- 
éd defensive alliances to guaranty the present 
treaties. . 

“ The Pretender, whostill resides in Lorrain, 
threatens to disturb us: and boasts of the as- 
sistance which he still expects here, to repair 
his former disappointments. 

“A great part of our trade is rendered n- 
practicable : this, tf not retrieved, must destroy 
our manufactures, and ruin our navigation. 

“‘The public debts are very great, and sup- 
prisingly increased, even since the fatal cessa- 
sion ofarms. My first care was, to prevent a 
farther increase of these debts, by paying off 
forthwith a great number of ships, which had 
been kept in pay when there was no occasion 
for continuing such an expence. 


“‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“T rely on you for such supplies as the pre- 
sent circumstances of our affairs require for this 
year’s service, and for the support of the public 
faith ; the’ estimates shal! he laid before you, 
that you may consider of them: and what you 
shall judge necessary for your safety, I shall 
think sufficient for mine. 

‘‘ T doubt not but you will concur with me 


_ in opinion, that nothing can contribute more to 


the support of the credit of the nation, than a 
strict observance of all parliamentary engage- 
ments. 

« The branches of the revenue, formerly 
granted for the support of the civil government, 
are so far incumbered and alienated, that the 
proauce of the funds which remain, and have 

een granted to me, will fall much short of 
what was at first designed for maintaining the 

 honoar and dignity of the crown: and since it 
as my happiness (as I am confident you think 
it yours) to see a Prince of Wales, who may in 
due time succeed me on the throne, and to see 
him blessed with many children, the best and 
most valuable pledges of our care and concern 
for your prosperity, this must occasion an ex- 
pence, to which the nation has not of many 
years been accustomed, but such as surely no 
‘mao will grudge; and, therefore, I do not 
doubt but you will think of it with that af- 
fection which I have reason to hope for from you. 


« My lords and gentlemen, 

“The eyes of all Europe are upon yor, 
‘waiting the issue of this first session. Let no 
unhappy divisions of parties here at home, 
divert you from pursuing the common interest 


of your country. Let no wicked insinuations 


‘disquiet the minds of my subjects. The esta- 
blished constitution, in charch and state, shall 
be the rule of my government; the happiness, 


_ ‘ease, and prosperity of my people, sbail be the 


chief care of my life. Those who assist me, in 
carrying on these measures, I shail always 
esteem my best friends ; and I doubt not but 
that I shall be able, with your assistance, to 


disappoint the designs of those who would de- 
prive me of that blessing which I most value, 
the affection of my people.” 


Which being ended, his majesty was pleas- 
ed to withdraw ; and the Commons returned to 
their House. ne 


The Lords’ Address.] March 22. The Duke 
of Bolton reported from the Lords Committees 
appointed to draw an address, to be presented: 
to his majesty, “That they had drawn an 
address accordingly, as follows : ee 


““ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temperal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave.to present to 
your majesty most humble and hearty thanks, 
for your majesty’s most gracious speech to 
your houses of parliament ; and to assure your 
majesty, that although we met togethér with 
hearts deeply sensible of the goodness of divine 
Providence to us, in bringing your majesty with 
safety, and at so critical a juncture, to the 
throne of your ancestors, yet we could not but 
become still more affected with that inestimable 
blessing, when we heard so very affectionate 
expressions from your majesty towards your 
people ; so clear and full assurances, from a 
Prince of such known honour and justice, that 
the established constitution im church and 
state shall be the rule of your government ; 
and so just and tender a concern for our not 
having obtained those advantages by the peace, 
which would have beén but a suitable conclu- 
sion to so glorious and successful a war; nor 
as yet a due execution of some conditions, 
even of that peace, essential to the security and 
trade of this kingdom. 

“ Weare affected with wonder, as well as 
with a just resentment, that a Pretender to 
your mayjesty’s crown should be yet permitted 
to reside so near your duminions; especially 
after his public boasting of an assistance he 


expects here, and his avowing a desiyn toinvade | 


this your majesty’s kingdom. 

‘¢ We are but too sensible that our trade is 
rendered impracticable in the most valuable 
branches of rt, and of the ill effects that must 
have upon our manufactures and navigation: 
but your majesty may be assured, nothing shall 
be wanting on our part, that may any way con- 
duce to the retrieving it. 

‘“‘ These and other difficulties your majesty 
hath met with on your accession tu the crown 
(and which, we must observe, in justice to your 
wisdom and foresight, would have been pre- 
vented had your opinion been followed), we 
must confess, are very great and discouraging : 
However we do not doubt but that your ma- 
jesty, assisted by this parliament, zealous for 
your government, and the safety and honour 
of their country, may be able to take such 
further measures, as will secure what is due 
to us by treaties, ease our debts, preserve the 
publie eredit, restore our trade, extinguish 
the very hopes of the Pretender, and recover 


the reputation of this kingdom in foreign pasts; 


43) 
the loss of which, we hope to convince’ the 
world by our actions, is by no means to be im- 
puted to the nation in general, __ 

‘«‘ And these good ends cannot fail of being 
obtained, by your majesty’s parsuing with stea- 
_ diness, as you have begun, the true interest of 
this your vubedient and affectionate people: 
and your majesty may, by God’s blessing, 
depend that in conjunction with so loyal 
a parliament, you will be able to lay foundations 
that can never be moved, not only of the secu- 
rity and ‘glory, but even of the ease and tran- 
quility of your government, and that of your 
majesty’s posterity ; for which we offer up our 
most ardent prayers, that it may for ever con- 
tinue ta reign after your majesty on the throne. 
of these kingdoms, and in the hearts of a peor 
ple truly happy, and fully sensible of their being 
80,” : 


Debate thereon.] As soon as the Address 
had been read, there rose a great debate about 
the following expressions, “And recover the 
reputation of this kingdom ‘in foreign parts ; 
the loss of which we hope to convince the 
world by our actions, is, by no means, to be 
imputed to the nation in general.” The lord 
Trevor (a), lord Bolingbroke (6), the earl of 
Strafford (c), dukes of Buckingham (d), and 
Shrewsbury (e/, earl of Anglesea, the arch- 
bishop of York (f.) the bishops of London (2) 
and Bristol (4), excepted against that clause, 
alledging, “ that the same was injurious to the 
late queen’s memory, and even clashing with 
that part of his majesty’s speech which recom- 
mended to both houses, the avoiding the un- 
happy divisions of parties,” 


The Lord Bolingbroke expressed the deepest 
concern for the memory of the late queen, 
which, he said, “he would do all in his power 
to vindicate ; that he had the honour to be one of 
her servants, and if he had had done any thing 
amiss he would be contented to be punished 
for it;- but that he thought it very hard to be 
censured and condemned without being heard.” 
His lordship added, “‘that his present majesty 
had several times expressed a great respect and 
tenderness for the late queen’s memory; and 
was a ptince of so great wisdom, equity, and 


(a) Created a peer, S3ist December, 1711, 
lord chief justice of the common pleas at the 
queen’s death, but removed 26th October, 1714, 
and succeeded by sir Peter King. | 

(b) Secretary of State at queen Anne’s death, 
but removed on the accession of king George. 

¢ ') One of the Plenipotentiaries at the treaty 
of Utrecht. 

(ad) President of the council at the accession 
of king George, but removed and succeeded by 
Daniel, earl of Nottingham. | 

(e) Lord High Treasurer at the queen’s 
death. | 

(f) Sir William Dawes, bart. 

(g) Dr. John Robinson, a Plenipotentiary 
to the treaty of Utrecht. 

(6) Dr. George Smmalridge. 
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justice, that he was sure bis majesty would not 
condemn any man, without bearing what he 
had to say for himself; that so august an .as- 
sembly ought to imitate so great a pattern.” 
And upon these and other reasons, his lord- 
ship maved, “That the words ‘recover,’ &e. 
might be softened into those of * maintain the 
reputation of this kingdom,’ and that the rest of 
the paragraph might be left out.” 

The Earl of Strafford alsa excepted against 
that clause, urging, “ that the same would ex- 
pose the hoppur of the nation abroad, which 
he was sure, had suffered no diminution during 
his negociations.” , 

The Duke of Shrewsbury said, “that the 
House of Peers onght, on all occasions, to be 
most tender of the honour and dignity of the 
crown, from which they derive their own ho- 
nour and lustre; that therefore,.when the lke 
clause was inserted in an Address of the House 
of Commons to the late queen, upon the death 
ofking William*, he had expressed, to several 
members of that house, his dislike of it, because 
it reflected on the memory of that prince; and 
for the same reason he was against the said 
clause.—These were answered. by the marquis 
of Wharton,+ the lord Cowper,{ the earls of 
Nottingham and Aylesford, and the dake of 
Devonshire ; who expressed all respect and 
reverence for the late queen’s memory, but dis- 
tinguished between her and her ministry ; and 
maintained the clause in question by arguments 
drawn from the mismanagements of the latter, 
hinted at in his majesty’s speech. Lord Cowper 
said, “ They did not condemn any particular 
person, but only the peace in general, because 
they felt the ill consequences of it; that they 
who advised and made such a peace, deserved 
indeed to be censured, but that the words in 
the Address: being general, no private person 
was affected by them: and that the alteration 
of the word ‘ recover’ into that. of ‘ maintain,’ 
would signify no more towards the justification 
of the guilty, than che word ‘recover’ towards 
the condemnation of the innoceat.” Then the 
question being put, whether the Address should 
be recommitted or not, the negative carried it 
by a majority of 66 votes against 33. 


The King’s Answer tothe Lords’ Address.| 
March 23. The House of Lords in a body | 
presented the said Address to the king, who re- 
turned the following Answer ; 


“ My lords; I thank you heartily for this. 
Address. Yourduty and loyalty to me can 
never be better expressed, than by shewing a 
just concern for the reputation and interest of 
thenation; since I have no other thought, or — 
view, but to promote the prosperity and hap- 
piness of my people.” 


* See the Address, with the division thereon, 
vol. 6, p. 48. 

+-Appoiuted Lord Privy Seal, September $2, 
1714, in the room of the earl of Dartmouth. 

t Appointed Lord Chancellor, September 99, 
1714, 1n the room of Lord Harcourt. 


a 
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The Commons’ Address.) March 23d. The 
Speaker having reported to the Louse the 
king’s Speech : : 


Mr. Robert Walpole made a speech in which 
he set forth the great happiness of these nations 
- by his majesty’s seasonable accession to the 
crown; ran through the mismanagements of 
the four last preceding years; and concluded 
with a motion for an Address of thanks to the 
king, conformable to the several heads of his 
majesty’s speech. He was seconded by the 
lord Hinchinbroke, member for Huntingdon ; 
and none but sir William Whitlocke, member 
for the university of Oxford, baving raised any 
objection against Mr. Walpole’s motion, it was 
resolved, That an Address be presented to his 
majesty ; and a committee was appointed to 
draw it up, of which Mr. Walpole was elected 
chairman; which was as follows : 


«¢ Most gracious sovereign; —_ 

“ Your majesty’s most dutiful and Joyal sub- 
, yectsthe Commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
ment assembled, return your majesty their un- 
feigned thanks for your most gracious speech 
from the throne. . 

“It is with inexpressible joy that we ap- 
proach your majesty, peaceably seated upon 
.. the throne of your royal ancestors; and being 
- thoreaghly sensible of the many open and se- 

cret practices that have of late years heen used 
to defeat the Protestant Succession, we cannot 
sufficiently adore the Divine Providence, that so 
seasonably interposed, and saved this nation by 
: your majesty’s happy accession to the crown. 
“Your faithful Commons receive with the 
highest gratitude, your most gracious assurances, 
that the established constitution in church and 
state shall be therule of your government; and 
the safety, ease, and prosperity of your people 
the chief care of your life. We are sensible 
ef your goodness expressed to those who have 
distinguished themselves by their zeal and firm- 
ness for the Protestant succession: And as we 
doubt not, but the wisdom and steadiness of 
your government will unite the hearts of all 
your faithful subjects in duty and affection to 
our sacred person, so we most humbly beg 
leave to assure your majesty, that we not only 
highly resent the wicked insinuations used to 
disquiet the minds of your subjects, but are re- 
solved, to the utmost of our power, to suppress 
and extinguish that evil disposition that is still 
at work to deprive your majesty of the affec- 
tions of your people. a 

“We are sensibly touched, not only with 
the disappointment, bute with the reproach 
brought on the nation by the unsuitable con- 
-clusion of a war, which was carried on at so 
- vagtan expence, and was attended with such 
ynparalleled successes: But as that dishonour 
cannot in justice be imputed to the whole na- 
tion, 80 we firmly hope and believe, that through 
‘your majesty’s great wisdom, and the faithful 
endeavours of your Commons, the reputation 
of these your kingdoms will in dye time be 
vindicated and restored, 
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‘We are under astonishment to find, that 
any conditions of the late peace, essential to- 
the security and trade of Great Britain, should 
not be duly executed; and that care was not 
taken to form such alliances, as might have 
rendered that peace not precarious. ‘And as 
no care shall be wanting in your loyal Com- 
mons to enquire into these fatal miscarriages, 
so we entirely rely on your majesty’s wisdom, 
to enter into such alliances as you shall judge 
necessary to preserve the peace of Europe ; 
and we faithfully promise to enable’'your ma- 
jesty to make good all such engagements. . | 

“ It is with just resentment we observe, that 
the Pretender still resides in Lorrain, and that 
he has the presumption, by declarations from 
thence, to stir up your majesty’s subjects to re- 


- bellion ; But that which raises the utmost in- 


dignation of your Commons is, that it appears 
therein, that his hopes were built-upon the 
measures that had been taken for some time 
past in Great Britain. It shall be our business 
to trace out those measures whereon he placed 
his hopes, and to bring the authors of them to 
condign punishment. | 


‘ Your Commons are under the deepest 


concern, that a great part of our trade is ren- 


dered impracticable, which if not retrieved, 
must destroy our manufactures, and ruin our 
navigation: But though we are too sensible of 
those fatal consequences, we are not yet with- 
out hopes, that your majesty’s great wisdum, 
by the assistance of your Commons, may find 
means to extricate your people from their pre- 
sent difficulties. ? 


‘‘ The blessings derived to these nations from 
your majesty’s auspicious’ reign, are not con- 
fined to the |b eite times ; we have a prospect 
of future and lasting happiness entailed upon 
your people -by a long succession of your royal 
progeny. And as this is a blessing which these 
kingdoms have a long time wanted, so they 
could never hope to have seen it so well sup- 
plied, asinthe personofhis royal highness the 
prince of Wales, and bis issue. Your faithful 
Commons shall therefore think it their duty to 
enable your majesty to support the dignity: of 
the crown, andto make an honourable provi- 
sion for the royal family. 


“The ee increase of the public debts, 
even since all thoughts of carrying on the war 
were laid aside, shall not discourage us from 
granting such supplies as shall bé necessary for 
the service of this year, and the support of pub- 
lic faith : And we do entirely concur with your 
majesty in opinion, that nothing can contri- 
bute more towards preserving the credit. of the 
nation, than a strict observance of all parlia- 
mentary engagements, which we are firmly re- 
solved upon all occasions inviolably to maine 
tain.” 


.- Debate thereon:] Upon the reading of this 
Address, there arose a warm debate in the 
House; Mr. Shippen, Mr. Bromley, sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, general Ross, Mr. Casar, Mr, 


~ 
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Ward, sir Robert Raymond, * sir William 


Whitlocke, Mr. Hungerford, and some others, 
raised objections against divers expressions in- 


the Address; but were answered by Mr. Ro- 
hert Walpole, Mr. Secretary Stanhope +, sir 
Gilbert Heathcote, and Mr. William Pulteney. 


General Ross, among the rest, insisted much, 
*« That the condemning the peace, and censur- 
lng the late ministry, was a reflection on the 
date queen, whose act and deéd the peace was ; 
and that he was sure the. reflecting on the late 
queen, cowld not be agreeable to his present 
majesty,” — 

He was answered by Mr. Robert Walpole, 
and general Stanhope, “¢ That nothing was 
farther from their intentions, than to asperse 
the late queen; that they rather designed to 
vindicate her memory, by exposing and punish- 
ing thuse evil counsellors who deluded her into 
‘pernicious measures ; whereas the opposite 
party endeavoured to screen and justify those 
counsellors, by throwing on that good, pious, 
and well meaning princess, all the blame and 
odiusy of their evil counsels.’ 
ing the late ministers, without hearing them, 
and condemning the peace, without examinin 
into particulars, as unjust and unprecedented, it 
was answered, “That they must distinguish be- 
tween censuring ministers, and condemning 
the peace in general, and condemning particular 

rsons. That they might, in. equity and jus- 
tice, do the first, because the whole nation is al- 
ready sensible, that their honour and true in- 
terest were given up by the late peace; that 


in due time they would call them to an account, 


who made and advised such a peace; but God 
forbid they should ever condemn any person 

y e e y P 
unheard.” On this occasion, 


General Stanhope took notice of areport in- 


dustriously spread abroad, ‘‘ That the present 


ministers never desigoed to call the late _mana- 
gers to an account, but only to censure them 
in general terms: but he assured the House, 
that notwithstanding all the endeavours that 
had been used to prevent a discovery of the 
late mismanagements, by conveying away seve- 
ral papers from the secretaries offices, yet the 
,goveroment had sufficient evidence left to prove 
the late ministry the most corrupt that ever 
sate atthe helm: That those matters would 
" soon be laid before the House: and that it 
would appear, that a certain English general 
bad acted in concert with, if not received 
orders from, Marshal Villars.” 

Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to prove, 
that the peace had been very heneficial to this 
kingdom, and offered to produce a list of goods, 
by which it appeared, that the customs had in- 


* Made attorney-general, 5th May, 1720: 
lord chief justice of the King’s bench, Feb. 
28, 1724, and afterwards created a baron of 
Great Britain. . | 

+ Made secretary of state, 23d January, 
- 1716; chancellor. of the exchequer, 13th 
April, 1717, and afterwards created an earl, 

Vou. VIL. ‘ 
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creased near 100,000/. per annum. But he 
was lnmediately taken up by ao St 
Sir. Gilbert Heathcote, who readily owned, 
sir William might, indeed, produce a list of vast 
imports from France, but defied him to shew 
that our exports thither, particularly of our 
woullen manufactures, bad encreased since the ~ 
peace. He added, that imports being only 
our consumption, rather prove our loss than — 
our gain; and that the nation gets only by ex- 
ports, which keep up our manufactures, employ | 
our poor, and bringin returns in money; to 
which sir Willian Wyndhain made no reply. 
Sir Wiliam Whitelocke having suggested, 
that the new ministry designed to involve the 
nation in a new war, and lay 6s. inthe pound, 
was assured by Mr. Robert Walpole, that none 
in the present ministry were for a war, if the 
same could any ways be avoided; and that he 
doubted not, but 2s. in the pound would be 


sufficient towards this year’s service. 


After this debate, a motion being made, and 
the question put, that the Address of thanks 
be recommitted, it passed in the negative, by 
244 voices against 138; and then it was re- 
solved, That the Huuse do agree with the Com- 
mittee in the said Address; and ordered, that 
such members as are of the privy council, should 


know his majesty’s pleasure, when he would be 


attended by the House. 


The King’s Answer.| The king having ap- 
aaa the next day, the Commons, with their 
peaker, attended his majesty accordingly at — 
St. James’s, with their Address, to. which his 
majesty returned the following Answer : : 


_ Gentlemen; I thank you for the many 
kind assurances you have given me in your du- 


| tifuland loyal Address.—No endeavours shall 
‘be wanting on my part, to promote your true 


interest, and endear myself to all my people: 
and [ will depend on your zeal and affection, 


‘to. defeat all evil designs, that may tend to dis- 


quiet the minds of my people, and disturb 
the tranquillity of my government.” _ 


The King’s Proclamation for calling the Par- 
liament objected against.] April5. The House - 
being moved to appoint a day for taking into 
consideration the King’s Proclamation of the 
15th of January last for calling a new parlia- 
ment, and the same being read: accordingly, 


Sir William Whitelocke made some excep- 
tions to ‘the said Proclamation,. as unprece- 
dented and unwarrantable, for which he was 
called upon by some members to explain him- 
self; upon which he made an excuse for what 
he had said. . 

The passages here alluded to are as follows, 
viz. * We cannot omit, on this occasion of first - 


* summoning our parliament of Great Britain, 


*in justice to ourselves, and that the miscar- 

‘ riages of others may not be imputed to us, ata 

‘ time when faise impressions may do the greatest 

‘and irrecoverable hurt before they can be 

‘cleared up, to signify to our whole kingdom, 

‘that we were very much concerned, on oar 
E neatage 


\ 
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6 s 
_ accession to the crown, to find the public 


¢ aGairs of our kingdoms under the greatest dif- 
‘ ficulties, as well in respect of our trade, and 


_ ©the interruption of our navigation, as of the 


‘ great debts of the nation, which we were sur- 
‘ prized to observe, had been very much in- 
‘ creased since the conclusion of the last war ; 
‘ We do not therefore doubt, that if the en- 
‘ suing elections shall be made by our loving 
. € subjects with that safety and freedom which 
« by law they are entitled to, and we are firmly 
‘resolved to maintain to them, they will send 
¢ up to parliament the fittest persons to redress 
the present disorders, and to provide for the 
+ peace and happiness of our kingdoms, and 
¢ the ease of our people for the future, and 


‘therein will have a particular regard to such 


‘as shewed a firmness to the Protestant Suc- 
‘cession, when it was most in danger, &c.’ 


Motion for committing Sir W. Windham to 
' the Tower.] This dispute would have been 


dropped, had not 
Sir William Windham even carried the mat- 


- ter farther, by advancing, that the said Pro- 


clamation was not only unprecedented and un- 
warrantable, but even of dangerous consequence 
to the very being of parliaments. The cour- 
tiers could not but take notice of so home a 
reflection, and thereupon called upon Sir Wil- 
am Windham to justify bis charge; but sir 
William, who judged he could nut descend to 
particulars, without giving farther offence, de- 
elined ‘explaining himself; though at the same 
time, he resolutely maintained his first assertion, 


- saying, * That as he thought some expressions 


in the said proclamation of dangerous conse- 
quence, so he believed every member was. free 
to speak his thoughts.” 


Lord Finch said, No daubt but every mem- 
ber has that liberty, freedom of speech being 
ene of the essential privileges of that House; but 
,that the House has, at the same time, both the 
liberty aud power to censure and punish such 


' members as trangress the rules of decency, 


trespass upon the respect due to the crown, 
and so abuse the privileges of the House within 


. doors, as to render it contemptible without. 


Sir William being again called upon to ex- 
plaim himself, and still persisting in his refusal, 
some members cried.‘ the Tower, the :Tower ;’ 
but oa 

Mr. Robert Walpole warded off the blow 
by words to .the following purpose, “ Mr. 
Speaker, I am not for gratifying thedesire which 
the member, who occasions this great debate, 


shews of being sent to the Tower; it wonld. 


jake him too considerable: but as he is a 
young tan of good parts, who sets up-for a 
, warm champion of the late ministry, and one 
- who was in all their secrets, [ would have him 
be in the House when we come to enquire into 
the conduct of his friends, both that he may 
have an opportunity to defend them, and be a 


‘, witness of the fairness with which we shall pro- 


. ceed against those yentlemen ; and that it may 


not be said, that we take any advantage against 
them.” 

After several other speeches, which prolonged 
this debate from one till half an hour past five 
in the afternoon, a motion was made, and the 


question put, That the House do now adjeurn, - 
which being carried in the negative by a majo- - 


rity of 212 voices against 154, a motion.was 
made, and the question proposed, ‘ That sir 
William Windham having reflected upon his 
majesty’s proclamation of the 15th of January 
last, for calling a new parliament, and havin 
refused to justify his charge, although. often 
called upon so to do, is guilty of a great indig- 
nity to his majesty, and ef a breach of the pri- 
vilege of the House.” 
This motion occasiontd a fresh debate, th 
Jasted till seven ofthe clock; the courtiers 
still insisting, that sir William Windham should 


Justify hischarge, and sir William as resolutely 


declining to do it, saying, he was ready to un 
dergo whatever a majority might think fit to 
inflict uponbim. At last the question being put, 
That sir William Windham should withdraw, 
the same was carried in the affirmative by 208 


‘voices against 129, whereupon sir William 


withdrew accordingly; and with him, to a man, 
all the 129 menrbers who had been for the ne- 
gative. 

Their antagonists being thus entire masters 
of the field, the question was put and unani- 
mously resolved, “ That Sir William Windham, 
having reflected upon his majesty’s proclama- 
tion of the 15th of January last, for calling a new 
parliament, and having refused to justify his 
charge, although often called upon so to do, is 
guilty of'a great indignity to his majesty, and of 
a breach of the privilege of the House.” After 
which it wis ordered, That sir William Wind- 
ham be, for the said offence, reprimanded in 
his place by Mr. Speaker: and that he should 
attend the House in his place the next morn- 
ing. : , - 

Sir W. Windham reprimanded by the 
Speaker.| April 6. Sir William Windham 
attending in his place, according to order ; 

The Speaker called upon him by-bis name, 
(Mr. Speaker sitting in the’ chair covered); 
and, sir William Windham standing up in his 
place uncovered, Mr. Speaker spoke to him te 
the effeot following : . 


Sir William Windham, I am to acquaint, 
you, that yesterday, after you were withdrawn, 
the House came to this Resolution: ¢ That sir 
‘William Windham, having reflected upon bis 
¢ majesty’s proclamation, of the 15th of January 
* last, for calling a new parliament ; and having 
‘refused to justify his charge, although often 
‘ called upon so ta do; is guilty of a great in- 
‘ dignity to his majesty, and of a breach of the 


a Proclamation, issued by his majesty, for call- 
ing this present parliament; and refusing to 
assign aly cause, why such proclamation is 


‘privilege of this House :’ Sir, the arraigning - 


blameable ; the House thought an indignity to ' 
his majesty, and so unwarrantable an use of 


~ 


- 
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that freedom of speech, which is the undoubted 
privilege of parliament, that the House thought 
they could not let it pass without animadver- 
sion ; but, being willing their moderation should 
appear, notwithstanding their lenity has been 
too much despised and contemned, they have 
inflicted the mildest censure your offence was 
capable of; and have commanded me to re 
primand you in your place; and in ‘obedience 
' to their command, I do reprimand you accord- 
ingly.” | | 
_. Whereupon Sir William Windham said, 
“Mr. Speaker; I very truly return my 
thanks to you for performing that duty which is 
incumbent upon yoo, from your office, in so 
candid and gentleman-like amanner,— AsI ama 
member I know I must acquiesce in the determi- 
nation of the House ; but, as I am not conscious 
to myseif of having offered any indignity to his 
majesty, or of having been guilty of any breach 
of the privilege of this House, I have no thanks 
to return to those gentlemen who, under a pre- 
tence of lenity, have brought me under this 
censure.” 


Motion for appointing a Committee, to in- 
quire into the late Peace, and the Management 
the late Queen’s Ministry.] April 9. Mr. 
stetary Stanhope presented to the House, 
pursuant to their Address to his majesty for 
that purpose, on the Sist of March, all the 
Powers, Instructions, Memorials, Papers, &c. 
relating to the late Negotiation of Peace and 
commerce, and to the late cessation of arms, 


which he delivered in at the table, and told the. 


House, “ That nothing had been omitted, 
that might either answer the desire they had 
expressed of being thoroughly informed of what 
had passed in those important negotiations, or 
to satisfy the whole world, that the present 
ministry acted with the utmost fairness and 
canduur, and designed to take no manner of ad- 
vantage over the late managers in the intended 
inquiries: That, indeed, the papers now laid 


before the House were only copies, but that 


the originals would be produced if occasion re- 
quired: coocluding, That those papers being 
too many, and too voluminous to be perused 
and examined by all the members of the House, 
be thought it more convenient, aud therefore 
moved, that the said books and papers he re- 
ferred toa Select Committee of twenty persons, 
who should digest the substance of them under 
proper heads, and report the same, with their 
observations thereupon to the House.” 

Mr. Ward said, Nothing could be fairer. 
That for his owa part, though his principle was 
that kings can do no wrong, yet he was of opi- 
nion, that ministers were uccountable for their 
mal-administration. : 

Mr. Edward Harley* stood up, and said, 


* One of the auditors of the Imprest, and 
brother to the earl of Oxford. 


the two chiefs of the late ministry, was at this 


time very remarkable. The earl skulked about 


“ The conduct 
of the earl of Oxford and the lord Bolingbroke, 


‘‘ That it was easy tosee that one of his nearest 
relations was principally aimed at, in the in- 
tended inquiries; but he might assure the 
house, that the said person, notwithstanding the 


sometimes in town, and sometimes in the coun-- 
try; affecting to appear very unconcerned, 
professing his innocence, and boasting what great 
things he-had done for securing the Hanover 
succession. The othér affected to act a more 
open part, appeared every where, and spoke in- 
parliament with such boldness, as if he had not , 
the least sense of guilt, or dread of punishment. 
This was said to be owing to the advice of the 
lord Trevor, who represented to him, ‘ How 
much their cause would suffer, if he, whose 
chief interest it was to Support it to the last, 
should meanly throw it up, by absenting himself. 
He assured him, no hold could be taken of 
his person till he was impeached ; which he 
could not be, till the papers relating to the part 
of the administration, in which he was concern- 
ed, were examined.” However, it was observed, 
that the earl of Oxford sold out all the stock 
he had in his own name in thé south-sea corh- 
pany: and the lord Bolingbroke’s heart began. 
to fail him, as soon as he heard, that Mr. Prior 
was landed at Dover, and had promised to re- 
veal all he knew: which however he did not 
make good, though he was favourably received 
by the king, to whom he was introduced by the 
earl of Dorset ; and, the same day, was enter-, 
tained at dinner by the lord Townshend, toge- 
ther with the duke of Roxburgh, Mr. secretary 
Stanhope, the earl of Dorset, and the lord Lum- 
ley. That evening the lord Bolmgbroke, whe 
had the night before appeared at the play-house 
in Dare bane, and bespoke. another play far 
the next night, and subscribed to a new opera, 
that was to be acted some tithe after, went.off — 
Daver in disguise, as a servant to Ja Vigne, one 
of the ‘French king’s messengers ; and there 
William Morgan, who had been a captain in. 
major-general Holt’s regiment of marines, hired 
a wessel, and carried him over toCalais, where 
the governor attended him ia a coach, and car-. 
zied him to his house, as appeared by Morgan’s 
examination, The next day after it was pub- 
dicly known, that he was gone to France, there 
was handed about in writing and afterwards io. 
print, the following letter saidto be writ by 
m : 


« My ford ; ? Dover, March 27. 


“ Tlef% the town so abruptly, that I had not 
“ time to take leave of you, or any of my friends 
* You will excuse me, when you know, that I 
* had certain and repeated informations from 
* some, who are in the secret of affairs, that‘a 
“ resolution was taken by those, who have power 
“toexecute it, to pursue me to the scaffold. 
‘ My blood was to have been the cement of a 
‘ new alliance ; nor could my innocence be any 
‘ security, after it had been once demanded 
‘ from abroad, and resolved on at home, that it 
‘ was necessary to cut me off. Had there been 
‘ the least reason to hope for a fair and opes 
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various reports which had been spread con- 
cerning bim, would neither fly his country, nor 
conceal himself, but be forth-coming when- 
ever he should be called upon to justify his con- 
duct. That he hoped he would be able upon the 
severest trial, to make his iunocence appear 
to all the world ; but ifhe should be so un- 


 bappy as to have been guilty of the crimes that 


were laid to his charge, he would think alt his 
blood too small a sacrifice to atone fur them.” 
Nobody opposed general Stanhope’s motion : 
Mr. Hungerford only excepted against the 
number of 20, and moved that one more might 
be added ; which was agreed to, and it was re- 
solved, “‘That the papers before-mentioned 
be referred to & committee of 21. That.the 
said Committee be a Committee of Secrecy ; 
that they be chosen by way of halloting : and, 
that the members of the House should on the 
Monday following prepare lists for that pur- 
pose.” | : 


¢ trial, after having been already prejudged, un- 
‘ heard, by the two Houses of Parliament, I 
© should not have declined the strictest exami- 


~ ©nation, I challenge the most inveterate of 


‘my enemies to produce any one instance of 
“criminal correspondence, or the least cor- 
¢ ruptionin any part of the adininistration, in 
‘which I was concerned. If my zeal for the 
‘ honour and dignity of my royal mistress, aad 
“the true interest of ny country, has any where 
* transported me to let slip a warm or unguarded 
‘ expression, [ hope the most favourable inter- 
‘ pretation will be put upon it. Itis a com- 
‘fort, that will remain with me in all misfor- 
* tunes, that I served ber majesty faithfully and 
‘dutifully, in that especially, which she had 
“most at heart, relieving her people from a 
‘blondy and expensive war; aod that I have 
‘always been too much an Englishman, to 
‘sacrificethe interest of my country to any 
‘ foreign ally whatsoever. And it is for this 
‘ crime only, that fam now driven from thence. 
‘ You will hear more at large from me shortly. 
‘ Yours, &c.’ 

‘ Some maintained this letter to be supposi- 
titious, but the generality of the Tories owned it 
to betrue. And it plainly appeared afterwards, 
that he had just reasotis to leave the kingdom.” 
Tindal. , | ; 

*.“ On the 11th of April the earl of Oxford 
went to the parliament, and took his seat in 
the House of Peers. About this time the earl 
of Peterborough suddenly returned from his 
late travels to Italy and France, having met 
with the lord Bolingbroke on the road between 
Paris and Calais ; but it was said, he did not 
speak to him. The next day after his arrival, 


the earl appeared at St. James’s, but, whatever 


was the occasion, two davs after the lord Towns- 
hend signified to him an order forbidding him 
the court. | 

“ On the 12th of April the marquis of Whar- 
ton, lord privy-seal, died at his huuse in Dover 
street, after an indisposition of twelve days, in 
the 67th year of his age, His name will be ever 


A Committee of Secrecy appointed.| April 13. 
Mr. Bladen reported from the Committee 


to whom it was referred to examine thé 


lists of 21 persons to be the Committee of Se- 


endeared to the friends of libétty, and to all who’ 
have a true concern for the protestant interest. 
Could the services, which he performed for this 


nation and the present royal family be duly — 


euumerated, théy woold appear beyond the best 
skill and abilities of any single man. King 
Charles 2. admitted him to great farmiiarities, 
and had him for a companion in many of his 
debauches, with a design to make him wholly 
bis own. With regard te private vices, the 


success was notorious ; but in what related to. 
the public and court, he absolately disappomted: 


the king. He saw and heard the designs of & 
prince, to whore indolence and luxury the na- 
tion was obliged for its preservation. This. 
gave him a just contempt for such a governors 
and an alhorrence of all his-views. King Wik 
liam was duly sensible of his services before 
aud at the revolution. Inthatreign be attained: 
to no higher a station than being comptroller of 
tie household ; which must beascribed to the 
unhappy influence of those, who hated him, atef 
his royal master. He received however the ate 
most proofs ofconfidence and respect, and hac 
the kiuig’s most intimate designs communicated 
to hin. His probity and good affection in what 
concefned the government was so well assured, 
that it gave hiin great and constant interest. 
Many important mensurés were ascnbed to his 
secret advice. His great vigour and happy ad- 
dress inserving the good cause, which he had 
ever in view, cannot fully be described. His 
labours were infinite with men of all tanks, and 
on all proper occasions. He knew how to ac- 


commodate himself to every temper and incli- 


nation. What to others would have been great 
pain and trouble, afforded him yreat pleasure 
and satisfaction.. The merit of-his condact in 
the country, at court, and in the senate, was 
equally admirable. His enemies, who were 
only so on the account of his public zeal and 
usefulness, have greatly aggravated his immo- 
ralities, and loaded him with crimes, from which 
he was wholly free. But did he not learn the 
rudiments of vice under their favourite king 
Charles ? Have not the private lives of most o 

their leaders been equally faulty ? Are they ex- 
cusable for pretending to the name and noise 
of religion? Lord Wharton’s defects oblige us 
the more to admire his excellencies. In a life 
spent ina libertine manner, usetul knowledge 
and learning were neglected. But an infinite 
fund of good sense and great natural abilities 
supplied whatever was wanting. On every 
emergency he discovered what was proper, and 
twas never at a loss how to act. There was oily 
not a readiness, and propriety it his speeches ; 
but they were weighty and important. Nothing 
can be imagined more excellent than his skill 
and sagacity in the management of a debate. In 
these public appearances he was greatly assist- 


ed, by never engaging in the support of what he’ 
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crecy, resolved upon by the house; and report 
upon whom the majority fell ; that the majority 
had fallen upon the 41 persons following ; viz. 
Sir Richard Onslow, bart. Robert Walpole, 
Spencer Cowper, James Stanhope, Hugh Bos- 
cawea, William Pulteney, Nicholas Lech- 
mere, Daniel lord Finch, John Aislaby, Tho- 
mas Vernon, Algernon, earl of Hertford, Ed- 
ward Wortley Mountagué, sir David Dalrym- 
ple, bart. George Bailie, sir Joseph Jekyll, 
knt. Thomas Erle, Richard Hampden, Sir 
Robert Marsham, bart. Alexander Denton, 
Thomas Pitt, sen. Thomas lord Coningsby. 

Anh objection being made by some meth- 
bers to sir Joseph Jekyll’s being one of the said 
committee, he having not taken the oaths at 
the table;. it. was readily answered, that the 
same was not owing toany voluntary neglect, 
sir Joseph Jekyll being employed in the circuits, 
as judge ofthe county palatine of Chester. 
Whereupon it was resolved, That sir Joseph 
Jekyll being a member of this House, was ca- 
pable of being chosen of the committee of 
secrecy, although he had nut been sworn at the 
table; and it was also ordered, 1.‘ That the 
books and papers ordered to remain in the cvs- 
tody of the clerk, till this committee was cho- 
sen, be delivered to the said committee ; and 
that tbey do examine the same, and report to 
the Huuse what they find material in them ; 
and that they, or any five of them, do meet 
this afternoon, aud sit ‘de die in diem;’ 
2. That the said committee have power to 
send for persons, papers, and records.” - 

The committee of secrecy met that evening, 
and chose Mr. Robert Walpole their chairman ; 
' bot that gentleman being the next day taken ill,* 
the committee ehose Mr. Secretary Stanho 
to supply his place of chairman, and for dis- 
patch sake, subdivided themselves intw three 
Committees, to each of which a certain nomber 
of books and papers were allotted. | 

Debate concerning the Civil List.} May 13. 
The committee of the whole House having ex- 
amined the actounts laid before them, relating 
to the Civil List, in the reigns of Charles 2, 
James 2, William 3, and ‘queen Anne, ‘and 
other papers on that head, the courtiers offered 
the following question, viz. ‘“‘ That it appears to 
this committee, that the sum of 700,000/. per 
annum was settled upon king Wilkam, during 
his life, for the support of his household, and 


did not believe to have truth and justice on its 
side. He lived to see the success of a cause, for 
which he had laboured with zeal and integrity. 
But his enjoyment of the blessing of the suc- 
cession was very short. A misfortune in his fa- 
mily is supposed to have produced the fatal 
effect. His son possessed seine of hts parts and 
abilities, but his very different use and appli- 
cation of them are well known.” Tindal. 

* < As soon as the king was informed of Mr. 
Walpole’s indisposition, his majesty shewed a 
great concern for the health of a person of his 
abilities and merit, and sent his physicidn to 
visit hiai.” ‘Oldmixon, © 


other necessary o¢casions ; and at the time of 
his demise, after the deduction of 3700/. a 
week, which was applied to public uses, way 
the produce ofthe Civil List revenués that were 
continued and settled apon queen Anne, daring 
her life.” Which question occasioned a warm 
and long debate. Those who proposet! it had 


two things principally in their view; First, To 


Vimdicave the present ministry fro the aspér- 
sions, cast upon them, dnd industriously spread 
about, by the emissariés of the late manager's, 
that the courtiers designed to give the king 4 
larger revenoe than his predecessors had én- 
joyed; and, second, To make good the branches 
of the revenue assigned for the support of the 
civil list, which had been nlienated, of abridged, 
so that the whole neat produce might amount 
to thé sum of 700,0007. per annum. 

The leading men among the Tories, Leitig 
sensible of the first and pretending to bé igno- 
rant of the consequences of this pYelimmary 
question, imsisted @ long while, “‘ That it was 
ensnaring : that what had been done by fotmer 
parlraments ought not to be a standing rule for 
the subsequent : that supposing the parfiament 
bad given king William a revenue of 700,000!, — 
per annum for the civil list, they ought to con- 
sider, that he was to pay out of it 50,0001. 
per annum to the late queen, then princess 
of Denmark; 15 or 20,0007. per annum — 
to the late duke of Gloucester; aird 40,000/. 
for the dowry of the late king James’s queén : 
that after the late queen’s accession to thé 
throne, the parliament taking notice that the 
produce of the civil list revenues exceeded what 
they had been given for; the sum of $700/. per 
week, (that is 192,400/. per annum) was taken 
out of them, and applied to other uses ; notwith- 
standing which deduction, the late queen had 
honourably maiutained ber family, and sup- 
ported the dignity of the crown: however if 
the present revenues of the civil list were not 
sufficient, they were ready to consent to an 
addition.” ot: 

The courtiers answered, “ That the questio 
before them was founded upon facts, which, 
if denied, they were ready to prove by the re- 
cords of the House.” | 

Sir William Windham still urging that the 
question was ensnaring, 

Mr. Secretary Stan ope answered, “ That he 
would be very plain with them, and own, that 
as ’twas notorious, that great endeavours had 
been used to alienate the affections of the peo- 
‘ple from the king, and his government hy false 
suggestions, that they designed to plungé thé 
nation into exttaordinary. expences, they 
thought it highly necessary to clear his majest 
and his ministers from that malicious aspersion.” 


To this the 


Lord Guernsey replied, * That the disaffection 
of the people, if any, did not proceed from bis 
majesty, but from the hardships his ministers 
put on the friends of the late ministry.” 

Ta which it was returned, ** That as soon as it 
was made knownto the world, how the late 


ministry kad ased the whole nation, nothing 


\ 


_ that party more openly opposed the main ques- 


/ 
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that could be done against them, would thea 
be thought a hardship ; but, however, that nei- 
ther that noble member, nor any of his family, 
had reason to complain of hardships.” 

After some other speeches, which prolonged 
the debate from two tll avout five in the after- 
noon, the country partv endeavoured to drop 
the question, by moving that the Speaker resume. 
the chair; but the question being put upon this 
question, the same was carried in the negative 
by 244 voices against 148: after which, the 
first question was put, and carried in the affir- 
mative by about the same majority. 

Then the victorious party moved, * That to 
enable his majesty to suppurt the dignity of the 
crown, and to make an honourable provision 
for the royal family, there be granted to his ma- 
jesty, during his life, an additional revenue, 
which, together with the neat produce of the 
Civil List branches, may make up the clear 
yearly sum of 700,000/. for the service of his 
majesty’s household and family, and for bis 
other necessary expences and occasions.” 

The question being put upon this motion, the 
same occasioned another great debate. Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Bromley, sir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Casar, Mr. Hungerford, and 
some other leading members of the late minis- 
try, who, on this occasion, were strengthened. 
and backed by some eminent members of the 
court party, did not at first directly oppose the 
question, but insinuated, “ That betore they 
came to that resolution, it should be proper 
that a particular of the king’s expences should 
be laid before the House.” Mr. Walpole, 
General Stanhope, Mr. Lechmere, and some 
other courtiers, who, on this occasion, were 
joined by some of the opposite party, having 


tent with the king’s honour, to have all the pri-. 
vate expences of his family and household 
looked igto, asif he had need of a guardian, the 
country party then moved, that the sum of 
600,000/. per annum be given to his majesty, 
and 100,000/. per annum settled on the prince 
of Wales. The courtiers perceiving that the 
proposal of giving the prince of Wales a sepa- 
rate revenue, was only a design to divide the 
royal family, by lessening the next beir appa- 
rent’s dependence on the king, opposed it with 
great warmth; and the question being put 
upon that motion, the same was carried in the 
negative by a great majority. The country 
party having lost these two points, some of 


tion ; among the rest, 

Sir William Wyndham said, “ He had the ho-_ 
nour to serve queen Anne, and had the oppor- 
tunity to look both into her revenue an 
pences; and he could assure the House, that 
about 500,000/. per annum, were sufficient for 
the support of her family and civil list ; though 
she reserved about 50,000/. a year for the late 
king James’s consort.” The courtiers were glad 
of this last confession ; and He as 

Mr: Secretary Stanhope desired the Com- 
mittee to take notice of what that gentleman 


exploded that proposal as altogether inconsis- apy 
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firm some matters, which the Committee of 
Secrecy had found in the papers that were laid 
before them. hata 
A courtier, who, at that time, spoke on the 
Opposite side, made some reflections on the 
resent unthrifty administration of his ma- 


Jesty’s revenue; and, in particular, took no- 


tice of the salaries of the judges being ad-. 
vanced; not, said he, for services done, but 
expected. Upon the whole .matter, the ques- 
tion being put upun the motion before men- 
tioned, about seven o'clock in the evening, the 
same was carried in the affirmative withuut di- 
viding. | 

_ Debate concerning Pensions.) May 18. 
The Commons resolved themselves into a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, to consider of the 
several hists and accounts of annuities, pensions, 
and bounties granted by the late-.queen, or his 
present majesty; upon. which there arose a 
warm debate. The leading mew among the 
friends-of the late ministry, supported again 
by a great many courtiers, exclaimed against 
the pensions given by the crown to several: 
persons of quality, some of whom;they named’ 
who bad no occasion fur them; ada motion: 
was made, That an address be presénted to his 


majesty, that he wenld be pleased to retrench 


all unnecessary pensions, and grant no more 
any such for the future. Hereupon, 

Mr. Robert Walpole shewed, That they ought 
hot to stint the king’s beneficence, nor debar 
his majesty froin the exercise of the most glo- 
rious branch of his royal prerogative, which is 
to bestow his favours on such as distinguish 
themselves in his: service. He was seconded 


? ; 

Mr. Hampden, who, on the other hand, ob-' 
served, that all the pensions about which so. 
much noise was made, did not amount to above 
25,0001. a year; and.to wave the motion made 


by the country party, he moved, That the chair- ‘ 


man should leave the chair; which, being put 
to the vote, passed in the affirmative, by 191. 
votes against 188; so that the court party car- 
ried it by three voices ouly, os 


700,0001. per annum granted to the King for 
his Household.| May 23. The Commons, in a 
grand committee on the supply, came to this 
resolution, viz. That to enable his majesty to 
support the dignity of the crown, and to make 
an honourable provision fur the royal family, 
there be granted to his majesty, during bis lite, 
an additional revenue of 120,000/. per annum : 
which, together with the neat produce of the 
civil list branches, may make up the clear 
yearly sum of 700,000/. for the service of his. 


(60. 


'‘ had advanced, because it would serve to con- 


w 


majesty’s houshold and family, and other his. — 


necessary expences and occasions. This re- 
solution was reported on the 24th, and agreed 
to by the House. : * 


Debate in the Lords ona Bill to regulate the 
Land Forces.}| May 30. The House of Lords 
in a grand Cotamittee, considered of the bill 


A 
: a 
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for regulating the land-forces; when there 
arose a great debate about a clause, for con- 
fining the several regiments to those parts of 
his majesty’s dominions, for which they were 
allotted ; for instance, the twelve thousand men 
that‘were on the Irish establishment, to Ire- 
land. The duke of Bucks, the lord Trevor, 
the lord North and Grev, the bishop of Ro- 
chester, and some others of that party, spoke 
for the clause. But the duke of Marlborough 
and some other lords shewed the fatal _ conse- 
quences, with which it might be attended, in 
case of an invasion from abroad, or an insur- 
rection at home, by a number of enemies, fo- 
reign or domestic, superior to the number of 
forces actually on the spot, where either of them 
should happen. It was further urged, ‘ That 
his majesty having trusted his person and fa- 
mily intirely in the hands of the nation, and at 
the opening of this session told the parliament, 
That what they sbould judge necessary for their 
safety, he should think sufficient for his own ; 
the least they could do for him, was to leave 
to his wisdom and discretion the disposal of, 
the few troops, that were kept on foot.”' Some 
Tory Lords moved, that the foreign officers 
might be excluded from that number: But, 

The Duke of Marlborough spoke in their fa- 
vourfiand argued; ‘‘ That to exclude officers, 
who, like the French refugeés, had, for above 
five and twenty years, served England with 
_ distinguished zeal and untainted fidelity, wouid 
be apiece of injustice unprecedented in the 
most barbarous nations.” 


After some other speeches, the question was 
put, whether the clause should be inserted; 
and it was carried in the negative by 81 vuices 
against 35. The next day, the Lords read the 
. bill the third time, which, with some amend- 

ments, was approved, and sent down to the 
Commons, ? .: 


Debate in the Lords about the Conspirators 
against K. Wilhkam 3.]| June 1. There wasa 
Debate in the House abouta Bill, for continuing* 
the Imprisonment of the conspirators against 
the life of the late king William. A Petition 
having been offered in their behalf, the lord 
North and Grey moved, that a day might be 
appointed to consider of it; and was seconded 
by the lord Trevor. They were opposed by . 

. Lord, Townshend, + who said, “ He wondered 


* R. Blackburn, R. Cassills, J. Bernardi, R. 
Meldrum, and J. Chambers, were committed to 
Newgate, in March and April 1696, fur con- 
Sspiring the murder and assassination of king 
William ILf. io the 7th and 8th of whose reign 
and since, several acts were passed for continu- 
ing their imprisonment, from time to time, but 
all of them expired at the demise of queen Anne. 

t** Charles viscount Tewnshend, who now took 
the lead in the adminstration, was eldest son of 
Sir Horatio Townshend, who was so highly instru- 
mental in forwarding the restoration of Charles 
2, that in 1661 he was created a peer, and 
in 1682 raised to the dignity of viscount. Charles 
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any member of that august assembly, would 
speak in favour ofsuch execrable wretches, who 
designed to have embrued their hands in the 
blood of their sovereign ;” and therefore moved 
eo ‘their petition be rejected.” Upon this 
the Ne 
Lord Delawar represented, ‘ That after the 


took his seat in the house of peers in 1697, at- 
tached himself to Somers, and acted so cordially 
with the Whigs,that when William formed a new 
administration, principally composed ‘of that 
party, a rumour was circulated, that he was ap- 
pointed privy seal. In 1706, he was nominated 
one of the commissioners for settling the union 
with Scotland; in 1707, captain ofthe yeomen 
of the queen’s guard, and in 1709, accompanied 
the duke of Marlborough ta Gertruydenberg, 
as joint plenipotentiary, to open a negotiation 
for peace with France; he was deputed in the 
same year ambassador extraordinary to the 
states general, and concluded with them the 
barrier treaty. Soon after the change of the 
Whig administration he resigned his embassy, 
was removed from his post of captain of the 
yeomen, and ¢éensured by the Tory House of 


Commons for having signed that treaty. During. : 


the early part of the reign ef queen Anne, on 
account of his youth, he had acted only a sub- 
ordinate part; but towards the close of that 
reign bis services and decisive conduct raised 


his consequence, and he gained great accession | 


of character, with his party, on being prosecuted 
at the same time with the duke of Marlborough. 

‘¢ With parts more solid than specious, Towns- 
hend acquired unremitted assicuity, and from 
long experience, the talent that rendered him an 
able man of business, which was the principal 
object of his ambition. Though plain ia his 


language, and often perplexed.in argument, yet. 


he spoke sensibly, and with a thorough know- 


! ledge of his subject. He was firm, generous, dis- 


interested, of unblemished integrity, and un- 
spilied honour: but he was warm, impetuous, 
and impatient of contradiction. Initiated in 
diplomatic transactions during the congress at 
Gertruydenberg and the Hague, he cherished 


too great an attachment to negotiation, and was | 


apt to propose bold and decisive measures, — 


which the temperate and pacific disposition of 


4 Walpole was continually employed in counter- 


acting. | 
“¢ During the two months which immediately 


preceded the queen’s death, and the interval , 


which ensued between that event and the arri- 
val of the king, Townshend seems to have se- 
cured and governed Bothmar, and the other 
Hanoverian agents in England; to have sup- 


planted Sunderland and Halifax, and to have" 
obtained the entire confidence of the king, , of . 


which he had previously acquired a very distin- 


guished share, by his great reputation for integri- 


ty and talents, by the recommendation of pen- 
sionary Heinsius, Slingelandt and other leading 
men of the Dutch republic, snd by his uniform 
adherence to the cause of the Protestant suc- 
cession, = st _ oe : 


4 
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death of kings William, the pasliament had left 
to the discretion of the late queen either the 
continuing iw prisop, pr enlarging of these cri- 
minals; That ‘vobady doubted ber late majesty’s 
clemency, but that she had sych a respect for 
the memory of king William, such a regard to 
the safety of crowned heads, and such an abhor- 
rence for the crimes these prisoners stood charg- 
ed with, that she did not think fit to release 
them from their continement: That all these 
reasans were now enforced, by the open din 
affection sewn to his majesty’s person and 
government; and that they ought to be sp ten- 
der of the preservation pf a precious elife, that, 
in his opinivn, it were necessary to make the 
act jn question absolute, and pot leave the con- 
finement of | the criminals to bis majesty’a dis- 
crevion, lest his natural clemeucy should make 
him overlook hig awn safety.” Upon tus the 
Petition was rejected without dividing. 


" ‘Debate in the Commons on the Bill for regu- 
lating the Forces.} June 1. The Lords having 
sent to the Commons, the bill for the better 
regulating the Forces, &c. and the amend- 
ments to the bi!l by the Lords being read, a 
motion was made, That the farther considera- 
tion of those amendments be adjourned, which 
was Carried in the negative; and then those 
amendments being read a second time, were 
agreed to by the House. 


Mr. Shippen, having, on this ogcasion,; re- 
flected on the administration, as if they, de- 
signed to set up a standing army, and insinua- 
ted, as if, after all the great clamour that bad 
been raised, their secret committee would end 
an smoke ; he was taken up by 

. Mr. Boscawen, who suid, ‘* He could not for- 
bear taking notice of the insolence of @ cer- 


tain set of men, who having committed the | 


blackest crimes, had yet the assurauce to dare 
the justice of the nation; but he hoped those 
crimes would not long remain unpanished : 
That the Committee of Secrecy were ready to 


*¢ An early and intimate connection had been 
formed between Townshend and Walpole; they 
were distantly related, neighbours in the same 
county, and educated at the same schoul; they 
joined the same party, acted under the same 

ders, underwent the same persecutions, and 
co-operated in the same opposition. The mar- 
riage which Townshend had contracted with 
Dorothy. Walpole, ip 1718, drew closer the 
-bonds of ashity, and added an union of blood to 
the connection of party. Walpole had perform- 


-ed too many essential services to the Hanover 


family, and was too able a speaker in the House 
of Commons, not to ogcupy a distinguished situ- 
ation at the accession of George 1, and his con- 
nection with Townshend facilitated bis promo- 
tion. Soon after the landing of the king, he 
was appointed, as I have already mentioned, 


| paymaster general of the forces, to which was 


added the paymastership of Chelsea Hospital ; 
very lucrative employments, in which be con- 
siderably improved his fortune.” Coxe’s Walpéle. 
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make their report; and had directed their 
chairman to move the House the very next day ; 
that a day might be appointed for receiving the 
said Report; and that, in the mean time he 
mighe venture to assure the House, that they 
had .found sufficient matter to impeach. of 
High Treason several jords and some com- 
moners.” | 
Mr. R. Walpole said, ‘ That he wavted 


. words to express the villainy of the last Frenchi- 


fied minjstry,” 7 

Mr. Secretary Slanhope added, he wondered, 
that men who were guilty of such enurmous 
crimes, had still the audgciousness to appear in 
the public straets. 


Mr. R. Walpole’s Motion for receiving the 
Seeret Committee's Report.) June 2. Mr. Ro- 
bert Walpole acquainted the House from the 
Committee of Secrecy, “ That they had exa- 
thined the Books, &c. referred to them, and 
had matters of the greatest importance to lay 
before the House; and that the committee 
had directed him to move the House, that a 
day might be appointed for receiving their Re- 
port.” Upon which, after a small debate, it 
was ordered, that the said report be received 
upon that day sevennight; and that all the 
members do attend at that time, upon pain of 
incurring the highest displeasure of the House. 


June 3. The king came to the House of 
Peers, and gave the royal assent to the Malt- 
bill and the Mutiny-bill, and his majesty being 
gone, the Cominons returned to their house, and 
ordered that the Committee of Secrecy should 
have leave to sit during the adjournment of 
the House, who then adjourmed till the 8th of 
June, by reason of the Whitsuntide holidays. 


Mr. R. Walpole’s Motion for apprehending 
such persons ag should be numed by the Chair 
man of the Secret Committee.) June 9. Mr. 
Robert Walpole, frow the Committee of Se- 
crecy, acquainted the House; “ That he had a 
Report to present; according to their order, 
but that he had the commands. of the Com- 
mittee to make a motion to the House before 
he read the Report; That there are in the Re- 
port matters of the highest importance: That 
although the Committee had power to send for 
persons, papers, and recerds, they did not 
think fit to make use thereof, believing it to be 
necessary, In order tu bring offenders to justice, 
that some persons should be secured, before it 
ig possible they should know what they are to 
be examined to ; and lest they should have no- 
tice from what should be read in the report, to 
make their escape, he was commanded by the 
committee, according to former precedents, to 
move, That a warrant mny be issued, by Mr. 
Speaker, to. apprehend certain persons who shall 
be named to him by the chairman of the said 


committee; and that no members may be pers 


mitted to go out of the House.” 


Hereupon it was ordered, 1. “ That the 
lobby be cleared of all strangers, and the back 
doers of the Speaker’s chamber be lucked up, 

3 


— 
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and the key brought and laid upon the table; 
and that the Serjeant do stand at the door: of 
the House, and sufferno member to go forth. 
2. That Mr. Speaker do issue his warrant to 
,the serjeant at arms attending the House, to 
take into his custody such persons as shall be 
named to Mr. Speaker by the chairman of the 
Committee of Secrecy, in order to their being 
examined before the said comunittee. 

Hereupon Mr. Speaker issued out bis warrant 
to the serjeant at arms, to take into his cus- 
tody several persons that were named to him 
by Mr. Walpole, particularly Mr. Matthew 
Prior, and Mr. Thomas Harley, the first of 
whom was immediately apprehended, and the 
other some hours after. ee 


The Report from the Secret Committee pre- 
sented and read.| This done, Mr. Walpole ac- 
uainted the Hou-e, “ That the Committee of 
Bectesy had perused the books and papers re- 
ferred to them, and: had agreed upon a report 
which. they bad commanded him to make: 
That it was contained in two books, one ef 
which was the Report, and the other an Ap- 
pendix to it, containing at large those letters 
and papers which were referred to in the re- 
port.” And be read the Report in his place, 
and afterwards delivered the same in at the 
table, together with the Appendix and the 
books which were referred te the said com- 
mittee. The reading of the said report. hav- 
ing lasted from one till aboatsix in the evening, 
@ motion was made by the friends of the late 
ministry, and the question put, That the far- 
ther consideration thereof be adjourned till 
next morning, but it was carried in the nega- 
tive, by 282 against 175, and ordered, that the 
Report be now read:.And the clerk of the 


House having read part of it, till half an hour. 


past eight, the farther consideration of it was 
adjourned. os | 

_ Debate thereon.] June 10. The Commons 
resumed the adjourned consideration of the 
Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and 
the rest of the Report being read, which lasted 
tall about four in the afternoon, ) 

Sir Thomas Hunmer *, moved, That the con- 
sideration of the said Report he adjourned, till 
the 2istof the same month, and was seconded 
by the leading men among the friends of the 
late ministry, who moved alsg, That the said 
Report + be printed, to be perused by all the 
members of the House. Hereupon, 

Mr. Robert Walpole said, “* He could not 
but wonder, that those gentlemen whe had 
shewed so great impatience to have the Report 
laid before the House, should now press for ad- 
journing the consideration of it. That as for 
the Committee of Secrecy, as they had not 
yet gone through all the branches of their in- 


* Speaker of the last Parliament. See vol. 
6, p- 1252. . 
_ +t For the whole of this important Report, 
together with the Papers thereja referred to, 
see Appendix No, I, 

Vou. VU, 


quiry, they could have wished some -longer' 
time had been allowed them to peruse and di- 
gest several important papers. That in order 
to that they would have deferred three weeks 
or a month, the laying their report before the 
House; but that some gentlemen having re- 
flected on the pretended slowness of the come 
mittee, since the said Report was now be- 
fore them, they must even go through with it.” 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope added, “That for 
his own part, he would readily agree to give 
those gentlemen all the time they, could desire 
to consider of the Report ;'but that Since they 
themselves had precipitated this affair, he was of 
opinion, they ought to prosecute it with vigour, 
lest, by stopping on a sudden, they should 
fortify the notion, which the friends of the late 
ministry had with great industry propagated 
among the people, that the Report of the Come 
mittee of Secrecy would vanish into smokes 
the rather, because these malicious insinua- 
uions had raised the spirits and insolence of 
the disaffected, and were the principal cause of 
the present ferment among the giddy multitude. 
That he agreed with the menisber who had 
moved for the printing of the Report: that. not 
only the House, but ihe whole world, might be 
convinced of the fairness and impartiality of 
their proceedings; but that the crimes of some 
persons named inthe Report were so obvious 
to every body, that they ought, in his epinion, 
immediately proceed to the impeaching of them.” 
Some proposed the adjourning the debate 
till one time, some till another; but the court 
party were resolved against any delays; and 
the question being put about seven in the even- 
ing, on the motion made by sir Thomas Han- 
mer, it was carried in the negative by 280 
against 160. 


__ Mr. R. Walpole impeaches Lord Bolingbroke 
of High Treason.] ‘This point gained ; 


Mr. Robert Walpole said, ““ He made no 
question, that, after the Report had been twice 
read, the whole House was fully convinced, | 
that Henry lord viscount Bolingbroke was 
guilty of High Treason, and other high crimes 
and misdemeanours: That therefore he ime 
ae him of those crimes ; butif any mem- 

er had any thing to sayin his behalf he ~ 
doubted not but the House was ready to hear 
bim.” a : 

After a deep silence in the House for some 
miputes, ; 

Mr. Hungerford rose up and said, * That 
in his cpinion, nuthing was mentioned in the 
Report, in relation to the lord Bolingbroke, 
that amounted to High Treason.” =~ } 

General Ross said, He wondered no body 
spoke in favour of the lord Bolingbroke: That, 
for his own part he had nothing to say at pre-, 
sent: but reserved to himself to speak in a 
properer time. ; 


Lord Coningsby impeaches Robert earl of 
Oxford of High Treason.| The resolution for 
impeaching the lord Bolingbroke of High Treas 


> . 
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son and other high crimes and misdemeanours, 
being passed, a 

Lerd Coningsby stood up, and said, “ The 
worthy chairman: of the Committee has im- 
peached the hand, but I do impeach the head ; 
he has impeached, the clerk, and I the justice ; 
he has impeached the scholar, and I the mias- 
ter: [impeach Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Nortimer, of high treason and other high 
crimes and misdcmeanours.” Hereupon, 

Mr. Auditor Harley * made a long pathetic 
speech ; wherein he endeavoured to justify his 
brother, the earl of Oxford, as having dune no- 
thing but by the immediate commands of the 
Jate queen; urging, that the peace was a good 
one, and approved assuch by two parliaments; 
concluding, that the facts mentioned in tne 
Report, and which were charged on the earl, 
‘could not be construed to aynount to high trea- 
son, but only in strict rigour, to misdemea- 
nours. Ele was backed by 

Mr. Thomas Foley* the earl’s brother-in-law, 
who complained of the hardship put upun that 
nobleman, in charging him with hiyh treason, 
before they had examined the Report: but 
what was yet more favourable for the earl, was 
spoke by : 

Sir Joseph Jekyll, one of the Committee of 
Secrecy, who said, “ That as to the lord Bu- 
lingbroke, they had more than sufficient evi- 
dence to convict him of high treason, upon the 
statute 25 Edward 3, but that as to the earl 
of Oxford, he doubted whether they had either 
sufficient matter or evidence: to impeach him 
of treason.” 

But another member of the Committee of 
Secrecy having assured the House, That be- 
sides what had appeared before them, and was 
mentioned in the Report, they had other evi- 
dence, viva voce: It was resolved, withouta 
division, “ That this House will impeach Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, of high 
treason, and other high crimes and misdeamean- 
ours :” And ordered, That it be rcterred to the 
Committee of Secrecy,to draw up Articles of 
Impeachment, and prepare evidence against 
Henry viscount Bolingbroke, and Iobert earl ot 
Oxfordt and earl Mortimer. After this, it was 
ordered likewise, That the farther consideration 
of the said Report he anjourned ; and ti:at_the 
said Report, with the Appendix, be printed. ° 

June 11. The Commons ordered the Speaker 
to senda printed copy of the Report fram the 
Cammittee of Secrecy to the sheriff of every 
county, and to the returning officer of every 
city and Lorough, sending menbers to parjia- 
ment. / 

June 15. Mr. Walpole, from the Commit. 
S taeeemeemeemerieicine oem rae ae oem ne ee 
de. Both of them Auditors of the Imprest for 

e. : : 

+ The next morning the earl of Oxford 
went to the House of Peers, and at first ap- 
peared undisturbed, but finding that most mem- 
vers avoided sitting vear him, and thas even earl 
Powlet was shy of exchanging a few words with 
hiin, he reiired out of the House.” ‘Tindal, 


~ 


tee of Secrecy, acquaintedthe House, That he 
was directed by the Committee to move the 
House, ‘That the persons taken into custody, 
pursuant to the order of the House of the 9th 
instant micht be exammed in the most solemn 
manner, according to former precedents. Upon 
which it was ordered, That such members of 
the Committee of Secrecy, who are justices of 
the peace tor the county of Middlesex, should 
examiue Mr. Matthew Prior, and Mr, Thomas 
Liarley, at the said committee. 


Mr. Prior ordered into close custody.| June 
17. Mr, Walpole acquainted the House, That 
pursuant to their order, Matthew Prior, esq. 
had been, the day before, examined before she 
Committee of Secrecy, and during a long ex- 
amination, there appeared matters ofsuch im- 
portance, that the Committee had directed 
him to move the House, that he might be con- 
fined in close custody, and no person permitted 
tocome tohim: upon which it was ordered, 
That Mr. Matthew Prior,* now in custody of 
the Serjeant at arms, be confined in close 
custody, and no person permitted to come to 
him without leave from Mr. Speaker.f 


a? 


Mr. Secretary Stanhope tmpeaches James 
Duke of Ormond of High Treason.| June 2. 
The House having, according to order, con 
sidered further of the report from the Com- 
mittee of Seerecy, 


Mr. Secretary Stanhope stood -up and said, 
He wished he were not obliged to break silence 
on that eccasion; but that asa member of the | 
Secret Committee, and of that great assembly 
which ogitto dothe nation justice, he thought 
it his duty to impeach James duke of Ormond 
of high treason, and other high crimes and 
misdemeanours: He was seconded by Mr, 
Boscawen. Hereupon . | 

Mr. Archibald Hutcheson made a long 
speech ia behalfot the duke of Ormond, wheree 
in he set forth his noble birth and qualifications ; 
and the gicat services which both he and his 
iliustiieus ancestors had performed to the 
crown and nation; urged, That in the whole 
course of his late conduct, he had but obeyed 
the late queeiw’s commands; and concluded, 
That if all that was alledged against his grace 
in the report could be made out, it would, in 
the rigour of the law, amount to no more than 
high misdemeanours. This speech made a 


* One of the Commissioners of Trade and 
Plantations. a 

+ “ This order oceasioned various reports : 
some affirmed, that the earl of Oxford, or some 
of his friends, had been in close conference 
with Mr. Prior, and so effectually tampered 
with him, that he was more reserved in ane 
swering questions than he had been before. 
However that be, it is certain, Mr. Priordid — 
prevaricate.” Tindal. es : 

The account, of what passed at Mr. Prior’s 
Examination, as drawn up by his own haad, 
will be found in the Appeadix, No. II. 

4 


- 


- @9] PARL. HISTORY, i Gronce I, 1715.—Impeachment of the Duke of Ormond. (70 


great impression on the House; and Mr. Hut- 
cheson was seconded by Ox 
General Lumley, who said among other 
things, That the duke of Ormond had, on all 
occasions, given signal provis both of his af- 
fection aiid love for his country, and of his per- 
sonal bravery and courage, particularly at the 


' battle of Landen, where he was wounded and 


taken prisoner ; and that the late king William 
was extremely satisfied with hie grace’s gallant 


behaviour. ‘That his grace had generously ex- |. 


_ pended the best part of bis estate in the wars, 


diviag in a most noble and splendid manner, 


for the honour of his country: that therefore. 


4n consideration both of his great services, and 
dis illustrious relations, if he had of late been 


- go yufprtunate as to fail in any part of his con- 


_ beeause a meant well, and was drawn 


\ 


duct, they ought not to proceed against him 
with the utmost rigour of the law; the rather 


into i] meas Yes by crafty ministers. - 


Sar Joseph Jekyll spoke likewise favour of | 


the duke of Ormond: he said, That if there 
was room for mercy, he hoped it would be 
shewn to that noble, generous and courageous 
peer, who for many years, had exerted those 
great accomplishments for the good and honour 
wf bis country. That if of late he had the mis- 


fortame to deviate from his former conduct, the 


blame onght not, in justice and equity, be laid 
to him, but to them principally, who abusing 
his affection, loyalty and zeal for the service 
of his royal mistress, had drawn him into per- 
nicious counsels: that therefore, as the statute 
of the 25th Edward 3,0n which the charge 
of high treason against his grace was to be 
aa had been mitigated by subsequent 

ws, the House ought not, in his opinion, to 
take advantage of that act against the duke, 
‘but ouly impeach him of high crimes and mis- 


_ @emeanours. He added, That some persons 


entleavoured to aggravate the duke of Ormond’s 
faults, by charging upon him the riots and tu- 
-tiults which the populace committed daily in 
many places; but that hedurst aver, that his 
srace did no ways countenance those disorders ; 
and if the disaffected made ase of his name, 
re to him, his grace ought not to suffer 
orit. — 
General Ross laid great stress apon sir Jo- 
seph Jekyll’s opinion, -and said all he could in 


. -dhis commendation, and the duke’s defence. 


Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Thomas Onslow, 
‘Mr. Ward, Mr. Hungerford, and some other 
members of both parties, spoke also on the 
e@ame side: but Mr. Lyddal, mentber for Lest- 
withrel, Mr. Hampden, and Mr. Thompson 
*trongly supported general Stanhope’s motion ; 
answered all that had been alledged tthe duke’s 
favour; and among other things represented, 
hat he ever affected popularity ; that he could 
not be ignorant of the tumults and riots of 
which his name was the signal; and that since 
-he didnot publicly disown’ them who made use 
of his name, his silence was a tacit approbation 


' of their proceedings, and seemed to summon 


the people to a geueral insurrection. 


\ 


Sir Edward Northey (Attorney General), 
said that be did not disown, but that in the Re- 
port of the Committee of Secrecy, there were 
some matters, on which an impeachment of 
high treason might be grounded against the 


‘duke of Ormond ; but he did not think it pro- 


per to explain himself further on that occasion. 
Mr. Lechmere, Solicitor General, spoke 
plainer, aud mentioned a case parallel to the 
duke’s, which had been adjudged treason: 
This debate lasted from'one tiH about half - 
an hour past ten, when the question was put, 
and resolved by a majority of 234 vuices against 
187, te impeach James duke of Ormond ot 
high treason, and other high crimes and misde- 
meanors. After which it was ordered, ‘ That it 
be referred to the Committee of Secrecy to 
draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare 
evidence against James duke of Ormond *; . 


* << After these impeachments, that of the 
duke of Ormond became the principal subject - 
of discourse. The high-church party made 
his name the signal for their tumults, threaten- 
ing the government and parliament too, if,they - 
pruceeded against-him. His zeal for the church 
was their chief topic to excite the mobs to ap- 
pear for bim; and his noble birth, and the ser- 


-vices of his ancestors, and of himself in Flan- | 


ders, during king William’s reign, were insisted 
upon. Nor was his generosity, or rather profuse 
way of living, omitted, to prepossess the peoplé 
in his favour: but all signified nothing ; for 
though the king at his first arrival, shewed more 
lenity and respect to hins, than his conduct de- — 
served, and seemed willing to pass by his mis- 
carriages, while general, as far as possible, the 
behaviour of theeduke and his friends was such, 


aS made ‘it impracticable ; for instead of dis- 


couraging the mobs, who were taught to cry | 
out, an Ormond, in opposition to king George, 
he plainly countenanced them, and took a great 
deal of pride to be the idol of therabble. He 
affected to have people of quality appear at his 
levee, and frequent his house ; aad, instead of 
behaving himself submissively, had the vanity . 
to justify his conduct in a printed piece, which 
in reality exposed him more to censure. About 
the middle of June, the following advertisement | 
was dispersed with great indastry: ‘ On Tues- 
‘day, the 7th, of this month, her grace the 
‘duchess of Ormond, ii her return from Rich- 
‘mond, was stopped in her coach, by three per- 
‘ sons, well mounted, and well armed, in dis- 
‘ guise, who inquired if the duke was in the 
* coach, and seemed to have a design upon his 
‘life, if he had been there. It -has been ob- 
‘served; that many persons, armed and dise 
‘ guised mn like manner, have been watching by 
‘day and by night upon that road, on each side 
‘of the water, and it is notto be doubted, with 
“a design to assassinate him.’ This being evi- 
dently calculated to excite the fury of the pb- 
pulace against the duke’s supposed enemies, 
the rest of his conduct could not but alarm the 
government, and perhaps provoked the House 
of Commons to proceed against him sooner, 
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and that the farther consideration of the said 
Repurt be adjourned to the next morning.” 


Ar. Aislaby impeaches Thomas Earl of 
Strafhird of hizh Crimes and s\isdemeanors. | 
June 22. The Commons resumed the cunsi- 
deration of the Report from the Committee of 
Secrecy, and | 

‘Mr. distuby, who spoke first, took notice of 
»the general concern that had appeared the day 
beture in the Llouse, for the neble person that 
was impeached; because (ney were persuaded, 
it was rather through weakness than malice 
that he haa followed pernicious counsels 3; but 
that, m his opinion, few if any, would speak 
in favour of another lord, whom he was to im- 
peach. That the person he meant, was Thomas 
earl of Straitord, one of the plenipotentiaries 
of Great Britain ac the congress of Utrecht ; 
whose conduct had been vastly different from 
that of his colleague, the lord bishop of Lon- 
don (Dr. John Robinson.) That this good and 
er prelate scemed to have been put at the 
‘head of that negociation, only to palliate the 
iniquity of it, under the sacredness of his cha- 
racter; but was little sore than a cypher in 
the absence of the earl of Strafford. That the 
bishop not being in the secret bad acted with 
_ reserve and caution, and would do nothing 
without the queen’s special commands ; where- 
as the earl of Strafford not only was forward to 
venture and undertake any thing, as he ex- 
presses himself in one of his letters, to be the 
tool of a Frenchied ministry ; but in, many in- 
stances had gone beyond his instractions, and 
advised the most pernicious measures. That 
having impartially weighed the different con- 
duct of these two ministers, he was glad that no- 
thing could be charged upon the bishop, since it 
gave them an opportunity to convince the world 
thatthe church is not in danger: but moved, That 
Thomas ear! of Strafford be impeached of high 
crimes and misdemeanours. Mr. Aislaby af- 
_terwards enlarged upon this charge, which he 
reduced to these three principal heads, viz. 1. 
The earl of Strafford’s advising the fatal sus- 
pension of arms, which was soon after attended 


-with several misfortunes that befel the allies ; 


and at last reduced them to the necessity of 


and with more vigour, than they would other- 
wise have done. It was the general opinion, 
that the rash, unadvised behaviour of the duke’s 
pretended friends, of whom bishop Atterbury 
was chief, greatly promoted this vote. It was 
said upon very good grounds, that a relation of 
the duke’s had prevailed upon him at that time 
to write a submissive letter to the king, desiring 
a favourable interpretation of his former ac- 
tions, and imploring his majesty’s clemency : 
which had so good an effect, that hé was to 
have been privately admitted to the king in his 
closet, to confirm what he had written. But, 
before the time came, bishop Atterbury had 
been with him, and the consequence was, that 
‘he left England abruptly, and never returned 
soit more,” Tindal. | 


/ 


o-_ 


submitting to the terms of an unsafe, disho- 
nourable peace. 2. Advising the seizing of 
Ghent and Bruges, in order to distress the 
allies, and favour the enemy. 3. The insolence 
and contempt with which he had treated the 
most serene House of Hanover, and their ge- 
nerals and ministers. 

Mr. Bailie, having seconded Mr. Aislaby, 

Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to justify 
the earl of Stratford, as to the first head, by 
saving, That the peace, which was but the se- 
quel and necessary consequence of the suspen- 
sion of arms, had been approved as such by 
two successive parliaments, and declared ad- 
vantageous, safe, und hunourable. Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Ward, and Mr. Snell, member for Glou- 
cester, spoke also in favour of the earl of 
Strafford ; as did also e 

Mr. Hungerford, who among other things, 
said, that though the bishop of London bad an 
equal share with the earl of Strafford in the nese 
gociation of peace, he was, it seems, to have 
the benefit of his clergy. Geveral Ross having 
likewise said something to excuse the suspension 
of arms: ) 

General Cadogan answered, that consider- 
ing the situation of both armies, the con- 
federates lost the fairest opportunity they ever 
had in Flanders, to destroy the enemy’s anny, 
and to penetrate into the very heart of France; 
but added, that nothing less could be expected 
from a princess and a ministry, who had en- 
tirely delivered themselves into the hands of 
France. : , | 

Sir Jumes Campbel spoke also against the 
earl of Strafford. 

Sir David Dalrymple summed up what ha 
been said on both sides ; and having illustrated 
the present case by parallel instances and pro- 
per observations, urged, that both by the civil 


and statute laws, the,earl of Straffurd was, at | 


least, guilty of high crimes and misdemeanots. 


‘Hereupon, about seven in the evening, the 
question was put, and by 268 voices against 
100, it was resolv’d, * That the House will im- 
peach Thomas, earl of Strafford, of high crimes 
and misdemweanoys;” and ordered, That it be 
referred to the Committee of Secrecy, to draw 
up Articles of Impeachment and prepare evi- 
dence against the said earl. 


Mr. Walpole from the Committee of Secrecy 
reports the Articles against the Earl of Oxford. | 
July 7. Mr. Robert Walpole, from the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, acquainted the House, “That 
the committee having prepared articles of im- 
peachment of high treason and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors, against Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer, had commanded 
him to acquaint the House, that they should, in 
a short time, have farther articles against the 
said ‘earl ; and that the committee had directed 
him to report the articles, already prepared, 
to the House :” And he read them in his place, 
aud afterwards delivered them in at the table, 
where they were once read. 

After this it was moved, that the farther con- 


‘ 


“‘ 
j 


t 
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sideration of the said articles be adjourned to 
that day sennight ; but it was carried, without 
dividing, that the said report be read a second 
time the next day, At which time the first ten 
‘articles of impeachment against Robert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, were read a second 
time; and upon the question severally put 
thereupon, with amendments to some of them, 
there was a long debate from two tll eight in 
the evening; when they were agreed to, by 280 
against 125. Thena motion being made and 
_ the question put, Thatthe farther consideration. 
of the said Report be adjourned till the next 
‘morning, the same was carried in the negative, 
by 247 against 139. 
Hereupon the eleventh article was read a se- 
cond tiine,and amended by the House; and then 
‘there arose a great debate, upon the question, 
Whether the said article was high treason ? Sir 
Robert Raymond, Mr. Bromley, sir William 
Wyndhem, Mr. Edward Harley, Mr. Thomas 
Foley, Mr. Ward and Mr. Hungerford wain- 
tained the negative ; and were strongly sup- 
ported by . . 
Sir Joseph Jekyll, one of the Committee of 
Secrecy, who said, * That it was ever his prin- 
ciple to do justice to every body, from the high- 
est to the lowest ; being persuaded, that it was 
the duty of an honest man never to act by 
a spirit of party. That he hoped he might pre- 
tend to havesome Knowledge of the laws of 
the kingdom; and as in the committee of se- 
crecy, he had taken the liberty to differ from 
his colleagues, he would not scruple to declure 
now to the whole House, that, in bis judgment, 
the charge in question did not amount to high 
“treason.” Most of the other members of the 
Committee of Secrecy were offended at this 
speech, and thereupon 
Mr. Robert Waipole answered, . That there 
were both in and vat of the Committee of Se- 
‘erecy, several persons who did not, in the 
least, yield to the member that spoke last, in 
point of honesty ; and who, without derogating 
from bis merit, were superior to him in the 


knowledge of the laws ; but who at the same. 


time, were satisfied that the charge specified in 
the eleventh article amuunted to treason. 

- Mr. Walpole was backed by general Stan- 
hope, the lord Coningsby, general Cadogan, 
Mr. Boscawen, and Mr. Aislaby; and the 
eleventh article being amended, the same was 
agreed to by the House, by 247 votes against 
127. 

Mr. Anditor Harley endeavoured to justify the 
earl of Oxford, 1. By urging that he ever acted 
by the late queen’s positive commands; to prove 
which he offered to produce two letters from 
her majesty ; and 2. The necessity of making a 
peace ; he having upon this occasion, advanc- 
ed, tbat the Dutch prolonged. the war, and that 
their deputies in the army had often prevented 
the giving the enemy a decisive blow. 

‘ General Cadogan answered, that the Dutch 
were more concerned than any prinee or state 


in the grand alliance to put an end to the war ; ; the crown of England 
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been any campaign in Flanders, except that in 
which the duke of Ormond commanded, that 
was not marked and famous to all posterity 
for some signal and glorious event, to the ad- 
vantage of the common cause? | 


The said Articles agreed to ; and ordered to be 
carried to the Lords. | Then the rest of tne sixteen 


articles were severally read a second time, © 


and with amendments to sume of them, agreed 
unto by the House, why, ordered, * That the said 
articles be engrossed ; and, that a clause be pre- 
pared, saving liberty to the Commons to exhibit © 
any farther Articles ayainst the said Robert, earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer ; and that he may 
be sequestered from parliament, and committed 
to safe custody.” 


July 9. The above clause was offered to the 
House ; and -being twice read and agreed to, 
was ordered to be engrossed with the Articles 
of Impeachment. The same day the ingrossed 
Articles of Impeachment against Robert, earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer, were read ; after 
which it was ordered, 1. That the Lord Co- 
ningsby do carry the said Articles to the Lords: 
2. That his lordship be directed, before he ex~ 
hibit the said Articles to the Lords, to impeach 
Robert earl of Oxford and Mortimer, to the 
effect following, viz. 


“¢ My Lords ; . | 


“The Commons assembled in parliament 
having received inforniation of divers traiterous 
practices and designs of a great peer of this 
House, Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer ; have commanded me to itnpeach the 
said. earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, of high 
treason, and other high crimes and misdemea- 
nours: AndI do here in their nanes, and in 
the names of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
impeach Robert, earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer of high treason, and other high crimes 
and misdemeanors. [am farther commanded 


by the House of Commons to pray and demand ~ 


of your lordsbips, that the earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer way be sequestered from parlia- | 
ment, and forthwith committed to safe custody.” 


Tue ArticLtes OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST 
THE Earu or Oxrorp anbD Eary Mortimer. | 
After this, the lord Cuningsby, attended by 
mostof thuse members who voted for the im- 
peachment, went up to the House of Peers, 


and at their bar impeached Robert earl of Ox- _ 


ford and earl Mortimer, in the form above men- 
tioned ; and then Jeft with their lordships the 
Articles of Impeachment against the said earl, 
which were read as follows: — | 


ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT of High 
Treason, and other High Crimes and Mis- 
demeanors, against ROBERT Earl of 
OXFORD and Earl MORTIMER. 


*¢ Whereas many solemn treaties and alli- 


ances, have been formerly entered into, between 
and other Princes and 


and undertook to prove, that there had a Potentates of Eurepe, for their mutual safety, 


v 
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and from the considerations of the common 
danger which threatened all Christendom from 
the immoderate growth of the power of France: 
and whereas the preventing the monarchy of 
Spain from coming into the hands of the House 
of Bourbon has for many years been a funda- 
mental principle and maxim of union among 
the Allies in orderto prcserve-a just balance 
ef power in Europe ; and, to that end, as the 
designs of France on the monarchy of Spain 
have from time to time appeared, new treaties 
and express stipulations have been entered mto 
amongst the Allies, to strengthen themselves 
against that approaching danger; and, on this 
foundation, a treaty for an intended partition, 
whereby a small part only of the dominions of 
the crown of Spain was allotted to the house of 
‘Bourbon, was condemned by the wisdom of Par- 
liament, as being highly prejudicial and fatal in 
its consequences to England, and the peace of 
Europe; and whereas the duke of Anjou, 
grandson to the king of France,on the demise 
of Charles the 2nd, king of Spain, took posses- 
sion of the entire monarchy of Spain, whereby 
the balance of power, the Protestant Religion 
and the liberties of Europe, were threatened 


with immediate danger; whereupon Leopold | 


then emperor of Germany, his late majesty king 
William the third of ever-glorious memory, and 
the States General of the United Provinces, 
finding, at that most critical juncture, that a 
strict conjunction and alliance between them- 
: selves was become necessary, for repelling the 


greatness of the common danger from so great : 


an accession of power to the then common 
enemy, did, in the year ofour Lord, 1701, make 
form and conclude, a new treaty and alliance, 
whereby it was agreed, “ That there shall be 
and continue between the said confederates, 
his sacred imperial majesty, his sacred royal 
Majesty of Great Britain, and the lords the 
States General of the United Provinces, a con- 
stant, perpetual, and inviolable friendship and 
correspondence ; and that each party shall be 
_ obliged to promote the advantages of the other 
“and prevent all inconveniencies and dangers 
that might happen to them, as far as lies in 
- their power: that the said Allies desiring no- 
thing more earnestly than the peace and ge- 
neral quiet of all Europe, have adjudged, that 
- nothingcan be more effectual for the establish- 
ment thereof, than the procuring an equitable 
- and reasonable satisfaction to his imperial ma- 
jesty, for his pretension to the Spanish succes- 
sion ; and that the king of Great Britain and 
‘the States General may obtain a particular and 
sufficient security for their kingdoms, provinces 
and dominions, and for the navigation and com- 
merce of their subjects ; that the said confe- 
derates therefore shall, in the first place, endea- 
vour by amicable means to obtain the said 
satisfaction ; but if, contrary to their expecta- 
~ tion and wishes, the same is not ‘had, the said 
confederates do.engage and promise to one ano- 
ther, that they will assist each other with all 
their forces, according to a specification to be 
agreed upon.in-a peculiar eonvention for that 
fe ~ 
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purpose ; that the confederates, in order to the 
procuring the satisfaction and security afore- 
said, shall, amongst other things, use their ut- 
most endeavours to recover the provinces of the 
Spanish Low Couotries, that they may be a 
fence and rampart, commonly called a Barrier, 
separating and dividing France fromthe United 
Provinces, for thesecurity of the States General 
as they bave served mall times, till of late that 
the most Christian king has seiaed them by his 
forces ; as likewise the duchy of Milan, with 
its dependances, as a fief of the empire, and 
contributing to the security of his imperial mh- 
jesty’s hereditary dominions : besides the king- 
doms of Naples and Sicily, and the Jands and 
Islands upor the coast of Tuscany in the Me- 
diterranean, that belonged to the Spanish de- 
minions, and may serve to the same purpose, 
asd will be also of advantage to the navigation 
and’ commerce of the subjects of the king of 
Great Britain and of the United Provinces : 
that, in case the confederates shal be forced to 
enter into a war, for ebtaining the satisfaction 
aforesaid for his imperial majesty, and the se- 
curity of his majesty of Great Britain and the: 


States General, they shall faithfully communi- | 


cate their designs to one another, as well in re- 
lation to the actions of the war, as all other 
things wherein the common cause is concerned : 
that it shall not be permitted to either party, 
when the war is once begun, to treat of peace 
with the enemy, unless jointly and bya com- 
mMusication of counsels; and no peace shall be 
made unless an equitable and reasonable satis- 
faction for Kis imperial majesty, and the parti- 
cular security of the kingdums, provinces, do- 
minions, navigations, and commerce, for his 
majesty of Great Britain and the States General 
be first obtained ; and unless care be taken, 
by fitting security, that the kingdoms of France 
and Spain shall never come and be united under 
the same government, nor that one and the same 
person shall be king of both kingdoms, and parti. 
cularly, that the French shall never get into the 
possession of the Spanish Indies ; neither sbeil 
they be permitted to sail thither, on the account 
of traffic directly, or any pretence whatsoever 3 
and lastly, unless full liberty be granted unto 
the subjects of the king of Great Britain and 
the States General, to exercise and enjoy all the 
same privileges, rights, immunities and fran- 
chises of commeree, by sea and land, in Spain, 
the Mediterranean, and all lands and places 
which the king of Spain last deceased did pos- 
sess at the time of his death, as well in Eurape 
as elsewhere, which they used and enjoyed ar 
which the subjects of both or either of them by. 
any right, :aequired by treaties, agreements, 
customs, or any other way whatsoever, might 
have used and enjoyed before the death of the 
lace king of Spain: that,.at the same time that 
the said agreement or peace shall be made, the 
confederates shall agree amongst themselves 
about all the things that they shall think ne- 
cessary, for maintaining the navigation and 


‘N 


commerce of the subjects of his majesty of , | 


Great Britain and the States General in the 
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lands and dominions they may.acquire, and 
that were possessed by the late deceased king 
ef Spain ; and also in what manner the States 
General may be secured by the aforesaid Fence 
or Barrier.” And whereas his said late ma- 
jesty king William and the States General, se- 
riously considering that France was then be- 
come so formidable, frora the accession of Spain 
tu the duke of Anjou, that, in the opinion of all 
the world, Eurdpe was in danger of losing her 
liberty and undergoing the heavy yoke ct uni- 
versal monarchy ; and that the surest means of 
effecting that design were, to divide the king of 
Great Britain from the States General, for 
which purpose all imaginable efforts would be 
made : they therefore thought it necessary to 
unite in the strictest manner that was possible ; 
and, to that end, a defensive treaty and alliance 
was cencluded and entered into between them, 
tn or about the month.of November 1701, ,where- 
in it was, among other things, agreed, “ That, 
in case the said Hich Allies should be jointly en- 
gaged in war, by reason of this defensive alli- 
ance before mentioned in the fifth article, or on 
any other account, there shall be an offensive 
and defensive and perpetual alliance between 
them, against those with whom the war shall be, 
and all their forces shall be employed by sea 
and land, and they shall act in conjunction or 
separately, as itshall be agreed hetween them :” 
that, since, in the alliance with the emperor, 
made in September last, particular care was 
taken of the recovery of- the Spanish Low 
Countries out of the hands of the most Christian 


king, the said confedcrates expressly engage to | 


aid one another with all their forces, for the 
recovery of the same ; and in regard the prin- 
cipal interest of the said confelerates consists 
in the preservation of the liberties of Europe, 
the before-mentioned treaty with the emperor 
shall be faithfully and sincerely executed, and 
both sides shall guaranty the same, and use 
their endeavours to contirm and render it more 
strony from time to time: that, in making 
peace, particular care shall be taken of the 
commerce and trafic of both nations; as also 
for their security, as well in regard to the Low 
Countries, as the countries adjacent: that when 
the war is begun, the confederates shall act in 
concert, according to the seventhand eighth ar- 
ticles of the treaty of the 3d of March in the 

ear of our Lord 1677--8, between England and 
Holland, which is hereby renewed and con- 
firmed ; and no peace nor truce, or suspension 
of arms, shall be negotiated or made, but ac- 
cording to the ninth and tenth articles of that 
treaty; by which it wes agreed, © that, when 
the two allies come once to an open war, it 
shall be lawful for netiher of thei afterwards to 
come to any cessation of arms with him who 
ghall be declared and proclaimed an enemy, 
without it be done conjomtly and with com- 
mon consent :” that no negotiation of peace 
shall be set on foot by one of the allies without 
the concurrence of the other: that each ally 
shall continually, and from time to time, impart 
te the other every thing that passes in 
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the said negotiation ; and shall stipulate with 
the common enem} for ‘the same rights, .immue 
nities, exceptious, and prerogatives, for his ally, 
as he does tor himself, if so be the said allies do 
not agree to the contrary.” And whereas the 


| French king, having gut possession ofa great part, 


of the Spanish Dominions, exercised an abso- 
lute authority over that monarchy, having seized 
Milan and the Spanish Low Countries by his 


- armies, and made himself master of Cadia, of 
. the entrance into the Mediterranean, and of 
_the ports of the Spanish West Indies, by bis 
: fleets, every where designing to invade the li- 
‘ berties of Europe, and to obstruct the freedom 
_ Of navigation and commerce ; and, instead of 


giving the satisfaction that ought justly to be 


expected, had proceeded. to further violences 


and had taken on hin to declare the pretended — 
prince of Wales, king of England, Scotland, and 
freland, and had also influenced Spain to con- 


ctr in the same affront ; herlate majesty queen 
Anne, taking natice, “ Fhat she found herself 


obliged, for maintaining the public faith, for 


vindicating the honour of the crown, andte | - 


prevent the mischiefs which all Europe was 
threatened with, to declare war against France 
and Spain,” did accordingly, in the month of 
May 1702, in the most public and solemn 
manner declare war against France and Spain ; . 
and, in the said declaration, placing her entire 
confidence in the help of Almighty God, in so 
just and necessary an undertaking, declared, — 
‘¢ That she would, in conjunction with her al- 
lies, vigorously prosecute the same, both by | 
sea and land ; being assured-of the ready con 

currence of her subjects, in a cause they had 
so openly and heartily espoused :” And bis ime 
perial majesty and their high mightinesses, 
pursuant to the treaties aforementioned, res- 
pectively, in or about the said month of May 
1702,did likewise declare war against France and 
Spain: And whereas the kings of Portugal-and 
Prussia, the electors of Hanover, Saxony, 
Treves, Mentz, Palatine of the Rhine, the. 

duke of Savoy, the prince of Hesse, the dukes | 
of Wolfembuttle, Mechlenburg, and Wirtem- 
burg, the circles of Suabia and Franconia, and 
of the Upper Rhine, the Lishops of Munster 
and Constance, and other princes and powers, 
being invited bythe said grand alliance, and re« 
lying on the faith thereof, did afterwards. be- 
come parties to the said confederate war 
against France and Spain; and, in: the 
treaty enteredinto in or about the month of 
May 1708, between his imperial majesty, the 
queen of Great Britain, the States General,. 
and the king of Portugal, it is, atnongst other 
things, expressly stipulated, “ ‘That no peace nor 
truce shall be made, but by the mutual cone 
sent of all thoconfederates ; nor shall anya* 
any time be made, whilst the second grandson 
of theanost Christian king, by the Dauphin, or 
any other prince of the line of France, continues 
in Spain; nor unless the crown of Portugal 
shall fully possess and enjoy all the lands, 
kingdoms, isles, ‘castles, cities, towns, &c, 
with their territories and dependances, in 


” 
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‘Spain or elsewhere, which it now posses- 
ses ;” and in the treaty of Norlingen, -ratified 
by her late majesty, it is, amongst other things, 
expressly ayreed “ that it shall not be allowed to 
make particular treaties; but the peace shall be 
jointly treated of, and shall not be concluded, 
without obtaining, as far as is possible, the re- 
unien of the lands belonging to the circles, and 
until, at least, the security of the assuciated cir- 
cles be absolutely provided for in the best man- 
ner that is possible, and better than it has for- 
merly been.” And whereas to give the greatest 
strength that was possible to the union so ne- 
cessary to both nations, her late majesty and 
the States,.by a treaty inthe month of June 
1701, renewed and confirmed all treaties and 
alliances then subsisting between them; and 
therein it is amongst other things, expressly 
and particularly stipulated, ‘“‘ That, as the said 
most serene queen and the lords the States 
General are now in war with France and Spain, 
and are reciprocally bound to assist each uther, 
and mutually to defend, maintain, and preserve 
their countries and subjects, in their possessions, 
immunities, and liberties, as well of navigation 
and commerce, as other rights whatsoever by 
sea and land, against,and in opposition to, all 


kings, princes, and states, and particularly 


against France and Spain, to the end a just 
and reasonable peace may the better be ob- 
tained, and may establish the repose and tran- 
quillity of Europe ; itis agreed, between the 
most serene queen of Great Britain and the 
said lords tbe States General, that neither of 
the said allies shall make a suspension of arms, 
‘or a peace, with France or Spain, or any other 
king, prince, or state, wh» shall molest or at- 
tack either of the said alliés, but in conjunction, 
and by common consent.” Aad whereas the 
said war was, for several years, carried on with 
vigour and unanimity, by ber majesty and her 
allies, at a vast expense both of blood and 
treasure ; for the support of which, on the 
part of England, many millions have been 
granted by parliament; who on many occa- 
sions since, continued not only to express their 
sense of the justice and necessity of the war, 
but did frequently give their -humble advice to 
‘the throne, “ That no peace could be safe, ho- 


nourable or lasting, so long as the kingdom 


of Spain and the West Indies continued in the 

ossession of any branch of the house of Bour- 

on:” And whereas it pleased Almighty God 
togrant to the confederate arms, under the 
command of their great and victorious general 
the duke of Marlborough, such unparalleled 
successes as exceeded even their own hopes 
and the fears of the enemy; and by the many 
. signal victories of Schellenberg, Hochstedt, 
Audenarde, and Ramellies, as well as the 
eonquests of the Electorates of Bavaria and 
Cologne, and the reduction of the Spanish 
Netherlands, and many other great advantages 
both by sea and land, and by the wisdom and 
unanimity of their councils, the glory of the 
confederate arms, and the reputation of Great 
‘Britain in particular, was raised to an higher 
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pier than ii any former age: And whereas 
er late majesty in conjunction with her allies, 
wisely foreseeing, that, whenever the enemy 
should be brought to make overtures of peace, 


[se 


the surest way to put an end to the war, and - 


prevent France ‘from putting in practice her 
usual intrigues, was, by previously insisting on 
such conditions from . France, that nothing 
might remain to be done in a general assembly, 
but to give them the form of a treaty, and, for 
those reasons, a preliminary treaty was con¢lud- 
ed on, and was aftérwards signed by the Pleni- 
potentiaries of his imperial majesty, of her late 
majesty the queen of Great Britain, aud of the 
lurds of the States General of the ‘United Pro- 
vinces, and afterwards ratified by their princi- 
pals, wherein the interests of the several allies 
were adjusted, in order to a general treaty of 
peace with France ; and therein the restitution 
of the Spanish monarchy to the house of Aus- 
tria, being one of the chief causes for carrying 
on the war, is laid down as an immutable foun- 


~ 


dation among the allies: and whereas in‘the . 


year of our Lord 1709, the king of France, 
having first signified his consent to the restitu- 
tion of the Spanish monarchy to the house of 
Austria, sent his ministers to the Hague, to 
treat with the ministers of the principal allies 
on a general peace; and in the conferences 
held thereupon, the interests of all the allies, as 
adjusted in the said preliminaries, were posi- 
tively and expressly agreed to by the ministers 
of France, and particularly that of the restitu- 
tion of the entire Spanish monarchy to the 
house of Austria; and the said ‘negociation 
was afterwards broke on no other dispute but 
on the 37th article of the preliminary treaty, 
concerning the time and manner of evacuating 
Spain: and whereas, the conferences being 
resumed at Gertruydeuberg, in the year of our 
Lord 1710, the said 37th article became the only 
subject of the negociation wiich was there set 
on foot, for the finding out some equivalent, by 
which the same security might be given to the 
aliies as they had by the 37th article of the 
said preliminaries; and though it was unquese 
na that before any negociation was bee 


gun, that while the preliminaries were treating, . 


that by those preliminaries themselves, that 
before the last neguciation was resumed, and 
all the while it lasted, the restitution of Spain 
and-the Indies waslaid-down as « firm and im- 
moveable foundation of the negociation, and 
no question remained concerning it, with the: 
rainisters of the allies, orthuse of France, but 
touching the security fur its execution ; and 
though all reasonable and prudent overtures 
were made by the allies, for settling an ‘equi- 
valent ; yet the conferences were broke off by 


- 


France, without any satisfaction therein: and | 


whereas the sincere intentions of all the allies, 
to have settled the peace of Europe on solid 
and equitable foundations, were notorious and 
incontestable, and the rupture of the said ne- 
gociations could only beimputed to the enemy; 
her sacred majesty, in conjunction with her 
allies, renewed their resolutions to ‘continue 
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. and push the war with vigour, and to make all 
possible efforts, as the only means left to force 
a good and pee peace: and her majesty, in 
her speech from the throne, on the fifteenth of 
November 1709, taking notice of the endea- 
vours of the enemy, during the said negocia- 
tions, to amuse and create jealousies among 
the allies, declared ber resentinent thereat, and 
earnestly recommended “ the carrying on the 
war, and a vigorous prosecution of the advan- 
tages obtained, that she might put the last 
hand to that great work, of reducing the ex- 
orbitant and oppressive power, which had so 
long threatened the liberties of Europe.” And 


it haying pleased Almighty God after the said, 


preliminary treaty, to bless the confederate 
army, under the command of their consummate 
general tlie duke of Marlborough, with new and 
signal conquests, the reduction of Tournay, the 
victory of Tasnieres, the taking of Mons and 
Doway, Bethune, St. Venant, and Aire, and 
the penetrating the lines near the Scarpe : ani 
whereas, from the prosperous condition of the af- 
fairs of the allies, and the wisdom, firmness, and 
unanimity of their councils, nothing remained, 
in all human appearance, but that they should 
reap the fruits of all their victories, in a speedy, 
just, honourable, and lasting peace; and, on 
the other hand, nothing was left to raise the 
hopes of the enemy, whereby to defeat that 
happy prospect, but the success of their secret 

endeavours to disunite the confederacy : and 


whereas, Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor-- 


timer, with other evil minded persons, enemies 
to thetrue interests oftheir own country, as 
well as to the common liberties and welfare of 
Europe, having by many wicked arts and base 


_ ansinuations, obtained access. to her late ma-° 
.  Jesty queen Anne ; and in or about the months 


of July or August 1710, being admitted into 
her councils, and into places of the highest 
trust; and to make way for their wicked en- 
terprizes, did by their evil counsel and advice, 
prevail on her majesty to dissolve a parliament, 
which had given the most unquestionable 
proofs of their great wisdom, and of their true 
‘zeal for the common cause ; for which as well 
for the many marks of duty and affection given 
to her, her majesty returned her hearty thanks, 
and expressed her great satisfaction: and 
whereas the said Robert ear] of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, and others his accomplices, had 
formed a treacherous correspondence with the 
emissaries of France, by means whereof, cer- 
tain propositions were transmitted from France 
to England, signed by Monsieur de Torcy 
secretary of the king of France, in the month 
of April 1711, to be the basis of a treaty of a 
general peace ; which propositions, though her 
majesty was prevailed on, by the false counsels 
ef the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer and others, to receive as a sufficient 
foundation for a treaty of a general peace, and: 
as such to communicate them to the grand pen- 
sionary and the ministers of Holland ; her ma- 
jesty however was graciously pleased, at the 
same time to declare to them her pleasure, by 


Vou. VIL 


, j ' 

1715.—-against the Earl of Oxford. [$2 
her secretary of state, “That, being re-, 
solved, in making peace as in making war, to 
act in perfect concert with the States, she 
would not lose a moment in transmitting a 
paper of that importance; and that though the 
propositions were general, and contained aa 
air of complaisance te her majesty, and the 
contrary towards the States; yet that could 
have no ill consequences, as long as her majes- 
ty and the States understood one another, and’ 
acted with as little reserve as became two © 
powers so nearly allied in interest ; and that 
the Pensionary should be assured, that that 
rule should be inviolably kept on her part.” 
Which gracious declaration of her majesty, as 
well as the said propositions, being maturely 
considered by the grand Pensionary and the 
ministers of Hulland; an answer was returred — 
from them to her, majesty, full of duty and 


thankfulness for the obliging manner in which 


she was pleased to communicate the said pro- 
positions; and with the utmost assurances of 
mutual confidence, so necessary to prevent the 
designs of the enemy ; but more particularly, 
that the States desired equally with Great Bri- 
tain, to have a general, definitive, and lasting 
peace ; and declared, ‘‘ That they were ready 
to join in all the most proper measures to pro- 
cure it; that the propositions were yet too 
general ; and that the States desire, as Great 
Britain did, that France would explain herself 
tore particularly upon the points therein con- 
tained, and impart a plan which she thinks the 
most proper to secure the interest of the allies, 
and settle the repose of Europe; after which, 
amore particular negociation might be en- 
tered into.” Notwithstanding all which pre- 
mises, | : 
Arricxe I. : 


“He the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, having no regard to the honour or 
safety of ber late majesty or her kingdoms, or 
to the many soleran engagements she was then 
under to the old and faithful allies of this nation, 
or to the common liberties of Europe;. but, 
being devoted to the interest and service of the 
French king, the common enemy, and being 
then lord higb treasurer of Great Britain and 
one of her majesty’s most honourable privy 
council, contrary to his oath, and in violation 
of his duty and trust, and in defiance of the 
tenor of the several treaties aforementioned, or 
some of them, as well as the frequent advices 
of parliament, and the many declarations of 
her majesty from the throne; but more parti- 
cularly in detiance of the solemn and mutual 
assurances which had been so lately renewed 
between her majesty and the States, to act in 
perfect concert with them, in making peace, 
as in making war; did, on or about the months 
of July or August, in the year of our Lord 1711, . 
maliciously and wickedly, form «a most trea- 
cherous and pernicious contrivance and cons 
federacy with other evil disposed persons, then 
also of her majesty’s privy council, to set 
on foot a private, separate, dishonourable, 


e 
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the ministers of France, in which the particu- 
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and destructive negociation of peace between 
Great Britain and France, without any com- 
munication thereof to her majesty’s allics, ac- 
cordiagto their several treaties ; and was not 
only wanting in his duty and trust to her ma- 
‘jesty, by not opposing, and as far as was in his 
power, by not advising her majesty against 
going into any private separate negociation 
with France; but in execution of his purposes 
atoresaid, he the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer did advise her late majesty 
to send Matthew Prior, esq. directly to the 
court of Frarice, to make propositions of peace, 
without communicating the same to her ma- 
jesty’s allies ; and accordingly the said Mabt- 
thew Prior, by the advice, and with the privity, 
of him the said eart of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer, and other false and evil counsellors, in 
or about the months of July or August in the 
year of our Lord 1711, was sent, in a clandes- 
tine manner, from England to France, and did 
communicate the said propositions of peace to 


lar interests of Great Britain, as well as the 
common interests of Eurape, were shamefully 
betrayed ; and in manifestation of his said de- 
sign to exclade her majesty’s allies from their 
just share in the said negociations, an express ar- 
, ticle was inserted m the said propositions, by 
the privity and advice of him the said Robert 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, “ that the 
-secret should be inviolably kept, till allowed 
to be divulged by the mutual consent of both 
parties ;” although the French king had in the 
propositions signed by Monsieur de Torcy, and 
transmitted in the month of April preceding, 
offered to treat with the plenipotentiaries of 
England and Holland alone, or jointly with 
those of the allies, at the choice of England : 
By which treacherous and dangerous advice, he 
the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer did not only contrive and set on foota 
negociation of peace, more advantageous to 
France than even France itself had asked ; 
but thereby did put into the power of the 
common enemy to create incurable jealou- 
sies and discords between her majesty and 
her faithful allies, and to destroy that con- 
fidence, which had so Jong, and so success- 
fully, been cultivated between them, ans which 
was so necessary for their common safety. 


ArticLe II, 


‘That the French king, laying hold of the 
said treacherous overture, set on foot in manner 
aforesaid, did, inor about the months of August 
or September in the year of our Lord 1711, send 
over Monsieur Mesnager into England, to carry 
on a clandestine and separate negotiation of 
peace; which being made known to him the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Morti- 
mer, he did afterwards, in the said month of 
September 1711, secretly and unlawfully, with- 

any colour of authority, meet, confer, and treat, 
‘with the said Sieur Mesnager, on the negotia- 
tions of a péace between Great Britain and 
‘France; and therein he did advise and pro- 
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‘mote the making a private and separate treaty 
or agreement between the said crowns; which 
said treaty or agreement was afterwards, with 


the privity, consent, and advice, of him the said. 


Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer,agreed, 
concluded on, and signed by the said Sieur Mes- 
nager, on the part of France ; and by the earl of 
Dartmouth and Henry Saint John esquire, two 
of her majesty’s principal secretaries of state, 
in behalf of her late majesty, by virtue only of 
her majesty’s sign manual under the signet, and 


without the least knowledge or participation of 
the allies: In which treaty, the immediate in- 
terests even of Great Britain are given up to 
France, and the duke of Anjou is admitted to be 
king of Spain; an -express stipulation being 
therein made with the Sieur Mesnager, in the 
name, and (as is therein. alledged) pursuant to 
powers from, king Philip as king of Spain, 
whereby he the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer did not only assume to himself 
regal power, in taking upon him to meet and 
treat with the enemy without any authority or 
powers from her majesty, but did what in him 
lay to subvert the ancient and established con- 
stitution of the government of these kingdoms, 
by introducing illegal and dangerous methods of | 
transacting the most important affairs of the - 
state ; and by which private and separate treaty, 
he the said Robert earl of. Oxford and earl 
Mortimer did whatin him lay to dissolve and 
cancel the many solemn treaties her majesty 
then stood engaged in to her good and ancient 
allies; and whereby her majesty, even before 
any thing was finally settled for the safety or 
advantage of her kingdom, was brought to this . 
fatal dilemma, either to submit to the dictates 
of France, in the progress of the said negotia- 
tion; or, so notorious a breach of national faith 
being divulged by the enemy, from thence to . 
lose all future confidence of her good allies, 


Articre III. 


“That the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer, the better to disguise and carry 
on the aforesaid private, separate, and dangerous 
negotiation, did, together with other evil-dis- 


-posed persons then in high trust under her ma- 


jesty, contrive and advise the preparing and 
forming aset of general preliminaries, in- | 
tituled, “ Preliminary Articles on the part of 
France, to come to a general peace;” and — 
that the same should be signed by the Sieur 
Mesnager only: And, the same being so pre- - 
| oars and signed by the said Sieur Mesnager, 

e the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer did, contrary to his duty and trust, im- 
piously advise her sacred majesty, that the same 
should be, and accordingly they were, received 
by her majesty, and communicated to the mi- 
nisters of the allies then residing in England, as 
the ground of a general negotiation of peace, 
and as if the same were the only transactions 
that had been on this subject hetween Great 
Britain and France; and, to this end, the pri- 
vate treaty, signed as aforesaid by the earl of- 
Dartmouth and master Saint John on the part 
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_of England, and by the said Sieur Mesnager 
on the part of France, was, by the evil advice 
and contrivance of him the said Robert earl of 
Oxford and ear! Mortimer, end others, wilfully 
and industriously concealed, not only from all 
the allies, but even from her majesty’s council 
and her parliament: And he did further advise 
her majesty, net only to accept the said general 


preliminaries; but in her name, and bv her au-. 


thority, to communicate the same to the States 
General, as a sufficient foundation whereon to 
open the conferences of peace with France: 
And, the more effectually to cover from the 
States General the pernicioussteps which his evil 
influence had engaged her majesty in with the 
common enemy, certain instructions were pre- 
pared, and, by his counsel and advice, were 
signed by her majesty, and delivered to the earl of 
Strafford, her ambassador to the States General; 
wherein the said earl of Strafford is directed to 
represent to the Pensionary of Holland, and to 
such others as shall be appointed to confer with 
him, “ That when her majesty had received, in 
May last, by his excellency’s dispatches, an ac- 
count of the sense which those among them 
who were at that time in the secret had of the 
overtures made by France for setting a general: 
negotiation of peace again on fodt, and of the 
answer which it was desired might be returned 
to the propositions signed by Monsieur de Torcy, 
her majesty did immediately acquaint the ene- 
my, “ That their offers were thought by her and 
by the States General neither particular nor full 
’ enough; and therefore that her majesty did in- 

Sist, that they should form a distinct project of 
such a peace as they were willing to conclude :” 
Whereas no such instances had been made to 
the enemy on her majesty’s behalf; but, on the 
contrary, notwithstanding her majesty had de- 
clared, “ That the propositions of Monsieur de 
Torcy were thought by her and the StatesGeneral 
neither particular nor full enough ;” yet, without 
any farther explication from the enemy, her 
Majesty was prevailed on, in manner aforesaid, 
to send over propositions to France, as general 
and ensnaring, and in all respects as destructive 
to the interests of Great Britain and ber allies, 
_ as the propositions of Monsieur de Torcy; and 
the said general preliminaries, communicated to 
the States ih manner aforesaid, were calculated 
only to amuse and deceive them into a general 
negotiation with France; and in the particulars 
abovesaid, as well as in several others the said 
instructions contained matters either false or 
grossly prevaricating and evasive: By which 
most wicked counsels of him the said Robert 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, that unques- 
tionable truth and sacredness, which, by the 
laws of nations, ought to accompany and con- 
stitute the instructions of public ambassadors to 
princes in friendship and confederacy against 
the common enemy, was most vilely prostituted 
to the most dangerous purposes, to deceive and 
mislead ber majesty’s good allies in matters of 
the greatest importance to their own interests ; 
and the interests of these kingdoms, the honour 
of her majesty’s sacred person, and of the im- 
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perial crown of these ‘realms, which had been 
raised’ to the highest lye of glory abroad, and 
had been justly held in veneration with her 


good allies, was scandalously debased and be- 
trayed ) and the royal hand, by the wicked arts 


of him the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl ~ 


Mortimer, was made the instrument to advance 
the interest of the common enemy. 


Articte IV.. 
«¢ That whereas the earl of Strafford, pursuant 


to his said instructions, had communicated the 


preliminaries, signed by M. Mesnager only, to 
the States General ; who, being justly alarmed 
at the pressing instances made on the part of 
her majesty, that conferences should be opened 
on propositions as general and uncertain as to 
those so lately offered by France and signed by 
M. de Torcy, and their High Mightinesses having 
been unsuccessful in their remonstrances to thé 
earl of Strafford against opening the con- 
ferences upon the said propositions, did send 
over M. Buys, their ambassador, to represent 
to her majesty, ‘ as well the hazard of meeting 
‘the ministers of France before the essential 
‘ articles were first settled by special prelimina- 
“ries, or atleast explained by France, and made 
‘specific; as likewise the advantages to the 
£ enemy, who, being hut one body, were influ- 
‘enced by one council, and directed by one 
‘ power ; whereas the confederates consisted of 
‘ several powers, whose interests are not only 
‘ distinct, but in many cases, contrary to each 
‘ other, whereby the French would have a fair 


‘ upportunity to divide the allies, when it would ’ 


‘be impossible for them to break in upon 
‘ France;’ and further to represent, ‘ that the 
* propositions themselves were in some instances 
‘ very prejudicial; and particularly in the ar- 
‘ ticles of commerce, Dankirk, and the Union of 
* the crowns of France and Spain :’ all which re- 
presentations of the said Mr. Buys, by the evil 
influence of him the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer and others, were rendered 
ineffectual. But in order to prevail upon 


the States General to open the conferences ° 


upon the said general preliminaries, by the 
management and contrivance of him the said 
Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer and 
others, an occasion was taken to declare to Mr, 
Buys, at a committee of council, in her ma- 
jesty’s name, ‘ Her constant affection and good 
‘disposition to their State, and to the pro- 
‘ moting their interest, and to ‘treat with their 
‘ High Mightinesses with a perfect confidence 
‘and harmony ;’ and at the same time, hethe 
said Robert earl of Oxford and ear] Mortimer 
did then falsely and maliciously declare, or was 
privy to advising and consenting that it should 
be and so it was declared, in her majesty’s 
name, ‘That she had made no separate treaty 
‘ with France: nor would ever make any, be- 
‘fore she had fully complied with all engage- 
‘ments to her Allies; aud that each of them 
‘should have an opportunity to make good 
‘ their pretensions.’ 


‘* By which false, scandalous, and dishonoure — 


~ 
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able assurances, he the said Robert earl of Ox- 
ford and earl Mortywier did not only highly dis- 
honour her majesty, by whose privity the said, 
separate treaty with France had been before 
that time concluded and signed’: but their 
High Mightinesses, the yood friends and ancient 


nilies of her majesty, were grossly abused, and 


thereby induced to’ enter into a negotiation 
with France’so dangerous in itself, and so fatal 
in its consequences, 


ARTICLE V. 


\ 


‘That her sacred majesty queen Anne 
having, in due form of law, and under her great 
seal, constituted the right reverend John lord 
bishop of Bristol and the carl of Strafford her 
plenipotentiaries, with full powers,.to meet, 
treat, and conclude, with the plenipotentiaries 
of the confederates and those whom the French 
king shall on his part depute for that purpose, 
the conditions of a good and general peace, 
that shall be safe, honourable, and, as faras is 
possible, agreeable to the reasonable demands 
of all parties; he the said Robert earl of Ox- 


. ford and earl Mortimer, not contenting him- 


self to abuse the royal authority, tothe delusion 
of the States General, the nearest allies ot the 


‘queen: but intending the universal prejndice 


of his imperial majesty, and all the allies of 


_these kingdoms and thereby the more success- 


fully to carry on the measures of France, 
wherein he was then engaged, contrived and 
prepared instructions, or was privy to, consent- 
ing, and advising the same, for her majesty’s 
said plenipotentiaries; which she was prevailed 
upon, by the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer’s evil counsel, to sign; and the 
same were delivered to the said plenipotentia- 
ries ; wherein, among other things, they are 
instructed to the effect following; videlicet, 
‘If it shall be thought proper to begin by the 
‘ disposition of the Spanish monarchy, you are 
“to insist, That the security and reasonable 
* satisfaction which the allies expect, and which 
* his most Christian majesty has promised, can- 
* not be obtained, if Spain and the West Indies 
“be allotted to any branch of the house of 
* Bourbon ;’ whereas the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer had, at that time 
privately and treacherously negotiated and 
agreed with the ministers of France, that Spain 
and the West Igdies should remain in a branch 


‘of the house of Bourbon; and had prevailed 


on her sacred majesty to be party to the said 
private treaty, wherein the same is necessarily 


‘amplied: and the said plenipotentiaries are 


further instructed, ‘ In case the enemy shonld 
* object, as the imperial ministers have done, 
‘ that the second article of the seven, signed by 
“the sieur Mesnager, implies, that the duke of 
¢ Anjou shall continue on the throne of Spain ; 
¢ you are ty insist that those articles, as far as 
“ they extend, are indeed binding to France : 
‘but that they lay neither us nor our allies 
“under any positive obligation ;? whereby the 
eaid Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer 


{88 


basely entered into a confederacy and collusion 
even with the ministers of the enemy, and pre- 
vailed on ber majesty to give her royal consent 
thereto, the more effectually to impose on his 
imperial majesty and all the allies, and to con- 
ceal the said secret negotiations, and the see 
pirate treaty that had been agreed on between 
Great Britainand France. And the said Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, not 
only in the particulars before mentioned, but 
in many others contained in the said instruc- 


tons, has brought a lasting reproach on the 


crown of these realms, and grossly violated the 
many treaties wherein her sacred majesty was 
then engaged to her allies, to act in perfect 
concert with them throughout the negotiations 
of peace. 


AnrrTicr_e VI. 


“ That, the conferences of peace being 
opened between the pienipotentiaries of the 
allies and those of the enemy, fur the negotiat- 
ing a general peace, upon the mutual and 
most solemn engagements amongst the allies, 
not only to act in perfect confidence with each 
other, but to promote their common interest, 
and to obtain from the enemy all just and rea- 
sonable satisfaction; and aspecific explanation 
ef the general preliminaries having been given 
in by the enemy at Utrecht, whereon the allies 
delivered their respective demands; by the 
artifices of France, and the secret encourage- 
ment and concurrence of the ministers of Great 
Britain, the progress of the said public nego- 
tiation was delayed and kept in suspense, under 
pretence of the enemy’s refusing to give their 
answer in writing: during which time, he the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
again assuming to himself regal power, in dee 
rogation ef the royal authority, to treat of peace 
with France, which was then delegated under 
the great seal of Great Britain to her majesty’s 
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht: and, for the pro- 
moting the designs of the enemy, to the ape 
parent destruction of the common cause of her 
majesty and her allies, contrary to the known 


‘laws and constitution of this kingdom, in direct 


violation of the several alliances her majesty 
then stood engaged in, and in opposition to the 
many assurances given by her majesty to act 
in concert with. her allies, and im defiance of 
the express instructions given to her said pleni« 
potentiaries, was not only wantingin his duty 
to her majesty, as far as in him lay, to have put 
anend to and prevented any further private 
and unlawful negotiations with France; but 


did, with others his accomplices, advise, con-_ 


cur, continue, and promote,a private, separate 
and unjustifiable negotiation of peace with 
France, directly from England to France, with- 
out any communication thereof to the allies 3 
and, in such private negotiations, did concert 
with the ministers of the enemy, terms of peace 
highly prejudicial to the interest of her majesty 
and her kingdoms, and of all her allies, and 
whereby the good effects of the said general 
negotiations were intirely defeated, 


\ 
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-AnticteE VII. 


“ That her sacred majesty queen Anne hay- 
ing heen prevailed on, by the false counsels of 
him the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
. Mortimer, to accept of a treaty with France, 
on the supposition that the Spanish monarchy 
should continue in the possession of a branch 
of the house of Bourbon ; and it being acknow- 
ledged, even by the French king, in the general 
preliminaries signed by Monsieur Mesnager, 
“‘ That the excess of power, from the re-union 
of the crowns of France and Spain, would be 
contrary to the good and general repose of 
Europe ;” he the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer, having nothing so much in 
view as the aggrandizing the common enemy, 

et always intending to cover the iniquity of 
his heart under specious pretences and false 
appearances, did wickedly and treacherously ad- 
vise and carry on a. private and separate ne- 
gotiation with France, on the subject of a re- 
Nunciatiun of his right to the kingdom of 
France by the duke of Anjou, and that such 
renunciation should be the security against the 
re-union of the two kingdoms; and, by the in- 
. fluence of his evil counsels, her majesty was 
prevailed on to accept, and finally to conclude 
and ratify, a treaty of peace with France, 
wherein the said renunciation is taken as a 
sufficient expedient to prevent the mischiefs 
that threatened all Europe, in case the crowns 
of France, and Spain should be united upon 
the head of one and the same person; although 
he the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer well knew thata memorial had been, 
during the said separate negotiation, trans- 
mitted, by Monsieur de,Torcy, secretary of state 
and minister to the French king, to one of her 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state, whereby 
it was declared, ‘ That the said renunciation 
would be null and invalid, by the fundamental 
laws of France ; which laws were looked upon 
as the work of him whe had established all mo- 
narchies, and which he only could abolish; and 
that no renunciation therefore could destroy 
it; and, if the king of Spain should renounce, 
they would deceive themselves that should re- 
ceive it as a sufficient expedient to prevent the 
mischiefs proposed to be avoided.” By which 
false and treacherous counsels, he the said Io- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer did not 
only betray the interest of the common cause 
into the hand of the most formidable enemy ; 
but wilfully and maliciously abused the power 
and influence which he had obtained with her 
Inajesty, so far as to engage her sacred majesty, 
and the honour ef the imperial crown of these 
kingdoms, to become party with France in so 
‘fatal adeceit. | 


Articte VIII. 


‘¢ That her late majesty queen Anne. having 
on the 7th day of December in the year of our 
Lord 
throne, “ That provision might be made for an 
early campaign, in order to carry on. the war 


11, earnestly recommended it from the 
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with vigour, and as the best way to render the 


treaty of peace effectual; in order to which, 


vast supplies were granted, and magazines, pro= 
vided at a great expence, for an early campaign = 
and, in pursuance thereof, her majesty having 
sent her generals Lumley and Cadogan to give 
early assurances to her allies of her sincere in- 
tentions ; and likewise expressly instructed her 
general the duke of Ormond not only to renew 
the same assurances, and declare her resolutions 
of pushing on the war with the utmost vigour, 
but to concert, with the generals of the allies, 
the proper measures for entering on action ; 
and the confederate army, which at that time 
was the finest and strongest that had been in 
the service during the whole course of the war, 
and provided with all necessaries to act with 
vigour, having marched, according to the reso- 
lution taken is concert with her majesty’s ge- 
neral, almost up to the enemy, with a great su-. 
periority both as to the number and goodness of 
troops, and animated with a noble courage and 
zeal to acquit themselves bravely ;.so that, in 
all human appearance, and with the divine as-_ . 
sistance, which had appeared so visibly for them ‘ 
on many other occasions, they would have been 
able, either by battle or siege, to have gained 
great advantages over the enemy, to have bet- 
tered the affairs of the allies, and to have fa- 
cilitated the negotiations of peace; and the 
ministers of France having frequently and ear- 
nestly represented to the said Robert earl of — 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, and others his ace 
complices, during their secret negotiations, 
their just ‘apprehensions, from the bravery and 
good disposition of the confederate army; he 
the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer, being truly informed of the sure pros- 
pect, which by the blessing of God, the army 
of the confederates then had, of gaining new . 
conquests over the army of France, and where- | 
by they would have been.enabled to have 
forced terms of peace, safe, honourable, and 
lasting ; in order to disappoint those comforta- 
ble expectations of the allies, and to give suce 
cess to his secret negotiations with the minis- 
ters of France, was privy to, consenting, ‘and 
advising, together with .other false and . evil 
counsellors, and together with them, did advise 
andconsent, that an order should. be sent,. ix 
her majesty’s name, to the duke of: Ormond, in 
Flanders, ‘ to avoid engaging in any siege, or 
‘ hazarding a battle, till further orders ;’ al< 
though nothing had then been settled, in the 
said private negotiations, for the interest and ~ 
security of Great Britain, and although Philip 
king of Spain, at that time, had not . consented 
to the renunciation of his right to the crown of 
France ; and, not contenting himself with hav- 
ing obtained that. fatal. step, so highly advane 
tageous to the cause of France, but being 
wickedly determined to do all that in him ley 
to dissolve the whole confederacy, he the. said 
Robert earl of Oxford .and earl Mortimer, 
with others, was.privy to, and did consent .and 
advise, that orders should be sent to the bishop 
of. Bristol, one of her inpjesty’s plenjpotentie- 


‘ 


‘ey 


ries hen at Utrecht, to take the first solemn op- 
portunity ta declare to the Dutch ministers, 
‘ That her nhajesty looked on herself, from their 
¢ conduct, to be then under no obligation what- 
¢ soever to them ;’ Which two declarations giv- 
ing just alarm to all the allies, they represented 
to the bishop of Bristol their general dissatis- 
faction, and the unexpressible consternation 
they were all in: ‘That ‘these proceedings 
‘ were the unavoidable ruin of Europe ;’ ‘They 
urged religion, liberty, and the faith of treaties, 
to shew the enormity of this usage ; and the 
States expressed their uneasiness on no ac- 
count so much, as that they could not come to 
the knowledge of their own lot. Which re- 

resentations the bishop of Bristol did, at the 
instance of the allies, signify to one of her ma- 
jesty’s principal secretariesof state. But their 
High Mightinesses, finding that all applications 


to the ministers of Great Britain, and in par- 


ticular to the said Robert earl of Oxford and 


_-earl Mortimer, were of no avail against France, 


X 


and for the interest of the common cause, 
thought it necessary, in a manner the most 
moving and respectful, to address directly to 
her majesty by a letter of the 5th of June 1712; 
therein expressing “ their great surprise and af- 
fliction at the two declarations aforementioned : 
and finding it difficult to conceive how such 
declarations, so prejudicial to the comnton 
cause, given so suddenly, without their know- 
ledge, and undoubtedly too without the know- 


- Jedge of the other allies, could agree and con- 


sist with the nature of an alliance, and with 
those assurances and engagements her majesty 
had so lately made ; and not knowing how to 
reconcile it with the great goodness and kind- 
ness which her majesty had always honoured 


_ them with; ‘and not being able to conceive 


how such,a sudden -change could happen with 
respect to them, having carefully examined 
their own conduct, and finding nothing therein 
that could have given ground to her majesty’s 
dissatisfaction ;” and, having represented the 
visible and immediate fatal consequences of 
_ the said two orders, not only to the common 
interest of her majesty and the States, but to 


_ the whole confederacy and to the Protestant 


religion, they beseeched her majesty, with all 
the respect and all the earnestness they were 
capable of, ‘ That she would not persist in the 
‘ declarations made by the bisbop of Bristol: 
‘-and would be pleased to revoke the orders 
¢ given to the duke of Ormond, and’ would au- 
* thorise him to act according to occurrences, 
‘and as the exigency of the warand the ad- 
‘ vancement of the common cause should re- 
€ quire ;’ Notwithstanding which, he the said 


- Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, being 


acquainted with the said representations of 


. the States, was not only wanting in his duty to 


her majesty and to his oath, and the great trust 
reposed in him, in not advising, as he ought to 
have done, her sacred majesty to have hearken- 
ed to the said several instances made to her; 
but, persisting in his desperate and destructive 
measures, for thé advancement of the interest 
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of the common enemy, did afterwards advise 
her majesty to disregard and reject the same ; 
and did countenance, encourage, advise, and 
promote, the said private, separate, and wicked 
negotiations with France, without any partici- 

ation of the allies, contrary to all her ma- 
Jesty’s engagements, and to the apparent ruin 
of the common cause; By which several wicke 
ed and perfidious counsels, the progress of the 
victorious arms ofthe confederates were stop= 
ped, and an opportunity lost for conquering the 
enemy, the most favourable, in the opinion of 
all the general officers and the quarter-masters 
of the allies, who were sent out to view the 
French camp ; and whereby all hopes of confi- 
dence between her majesty and her allies was 
entirely destroyed, and the French king made 
absolute master of the negotiations of peace, 


and the affairs of Europe given into his hands. ~ 


ArrTice IX, 
“ That, to impose upon the allies the fa- 


tal necessity of submitting to the terms of 


France, and, in order thereto, to leave the 
whole confederate army at the mercy of the 
commonenemy, he the said Robert earl. of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer was privy and con- 
sehting to a secret and separate concert with 
the ministers of France, without the knowledge 
of the allies, for the separating the troops in 
her majesty’s pay from the rest of the confede- 
rate army; for the effecting whereof, instead 
of preventing as far as in him lay so fatal 4 
step, he was not only wanting to advise against 
so upwarrantable a proceeding ; but did consent 
to, and advise her majesty, that the duke of 
Ormond, and all the troops then in her majes- 
ty’s pay, or such of them as would obey his 
orders, should separate themselves from the 
army of the confederates; and, having notice 


that the generals of the auxiliaries paid by her | 


majesty, whose honour and consciences would 
not permit them to abandon the confederates 
and leave them as a sacrifice to France, but, 
for the sake of the common interest of Europe 
and according to the true end and design of 
their conventions, did refuse to withdraw with 
the duke of Ormond without particular orders 
from their respective masters; he the said Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, bein 

then lord high treasurer of Great Britain, an 

one of her majesty’s most honourable privy 
council, in violation of his oath, and the duty 
and trust reposed in him, did take upon him- 
self an arbitrary and illegal power to refuse and 
put a stop tothe pay and subsidies due on ac 
ceunt of the said foreign troops, although 
they were entitled thereto by the conventions 
entered into with her sacred majesty, and by 
express provision made by act of parliament 
for the payment of the same: by which fatal 
separation, which, pursuant to his evil counsels, . 
was afterwards made, great numbers of the 
confederate troops, who had before, on many 


occasions, signalized themselves in the defence _ 


of the cause of Europe, soon afterwards, at the 
unfortunate action of Denain, fell as sacrifices to 
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the fury and revenge of France ;_ the siege of 
Landrecy was raised ; the important towns and 
fortresses of Quesnoy, Bouchain, and Doway 
were retaken’ by the French army; and not 
only the fortune of the war, but the fate of 
Europe, decided in favour of France. 


general congress, ‘ That, towards forming a suf- 
‘ ficient barrier forthe States General, Tournay 
‘should remain to their High Mightinesses ;’ 
and did afterwards declare herself conformably 
thereunto,.in her speech to both Houses of Par- 
liament on the 6th of June 4712, in which she 
communicated to them the terms whereon a 
peace might be made: and whereas, for several 
years before, and: till the said months of Sep- 
tember and October in the year of our lord 
1711, there was open war between her late 
majesty and the French king, and, the said war 
continuing, for all the said time and afterwards, 
the said French king and his subjects were ene- 
mies to her majesty, he the said Rebert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, then lord high trea- 
surer of Great Britain and a subject of her mae 
jesty, not considering the duty of his allegiance, — 
but having altogether withdrawn the cordial 

love and true and due obedience which every 

true and faithful subject owed to her said ma- 

jesty, and designing to give aid and succour and. 
to adhere to the said French king, did, in or 

about the months of September or October 

1712, during the said war, falsely, maliciously, 

wickedly, and traiterously aid, help, and assist, 

and adhere to the French king, then an enemy 

to her late majesty ; and, in execution and per 

formance of his said aiding, assisting, and ade 

hering, maliciously, falsely, and traiterously, 

did counsel and advise the said enemy, in what 
manner, and by what methods, the said im- 

portant town and fortress of Tournay, then in 

the possession of the States General, might be | 
gained from them to the French king, contrary 
to the duty of his allegiance, and the laws and 
statutes of this realm. 3 


_ Arricre XII. 


‘‘ That whereas her late majesty queen Anne, 
not only in pursuance of the treaties she stood 
engaged in to her good allies, and in particular 
to his imperial majesty, for the recovery of the 
monarchy of Spain to the House of Austria, 
thereby to preserve a due balance of power in 
Europe ; but also from her just resentment 
against the duke of Anjou, who then styled 
himself king of Spain, and who, in defiance of 
her majesty’s title to the crown, had acknow- 
ledged the Pretender as king of Great Britain ; 
and on these just foundations, her majesty had 
in vindication of the honour of the crown, and 
in justice to her people, at a vast expence ef 
blood and treasure, and on the earnest and re-. 
peated advices of her parliament, prosecuted a 
vigorous war against the said duke of Anjou: 
and whereas in the years of our Lord 1710, 
1711, and 1712, the ssid open, bloody, and ex- 
pensive war was carried on, between her said 
late majesty queen Anne and the said duke of © 
Anjou ; and, during all the time aforesaid, the 
said war did continue; and, for all that time 
the said duke of Anjou and the subjects of 
Spain adhering to him were enemies of her late | 
majesty ; he the said Robert earl. of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer, then lord high treasurer of 
Great Britain and one of her majesty’s privy 


ARTICLE X, 


That, in further execution of his pernicious 
designs, to complete the destruction of the com- 
mon cause of Europe, and to render it imprac- 
ticable for her majesty to resume the war 
against France in conjunction with her allies, 
or to recover the union with her miajesty’s old 
and faithful allies, so necessary to the preserva- 
tion of these kingdoms, he the said Robert earl 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, then lord high 
treasurer of Great Britain, did carry on and 
- concert, with the ministers of France, a private 

and separate negotiation, for a general suspen- 
-sion, by sea and land, between Great Britain 
and France; and, to that end among others, 
did advise her majesty to send over Henry vis- 
count Bolingbroke, one of her principal secre- 
taries of state, to the court ‘of France, with 
powers to settle the said suspension: in pur- 
suance of which, a destructive treaty of sus- 
pension was made in France, on the 19th of 
August (N.S.) 1712, by the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke on the part of her said majesty, for 
four months, without the knowledge or any 
participation of the allies, and before any terms 
of peace were settled with the enemy, either 
for Great Britain or the allies. By which evil 
counsels, thé express terms of several of the 
aforementioned treaties were expressly contra- 
vened and broken, the goed friends and ancient 
allies of her majesty and these kingdoms were 
totally deprived of the just assistance to which 
- they were thereby entitled, and were left ex- 
posed to the insults of the common enemy ; 
and, the sacred ties of union and friendship be- 
tween her majesty and her allies being cut asun- 
der, her majesty’s person and government, the 
safety of her kingdoms, and of the Protestant 
succession to the crown of these realms, were 
left exposed to the enterprizes of her most for- 
midable enemy. 


! ARTICLE XI. 


'.“ That whereas the States General of the 
United Provinces were, in or about the months 
of September or October in the year of our 
Lord 1712, in possession of the strong and 
important town and fortress of Tournay ; and 
whereas the French king had, during the course 
of the said private, separate, and traiterous’ne- 
gociation between him the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer and others, and: 
the ministers of France, signified his consent 
to the ministers of Great Britain, that the said 
town and fortress of Tournay should remain to 
the said States General, as part of their barrier ; 
and whereas her majesty, in her instructions 
of December 23, 1711, to her plenipotentiaries 
at Utrecht, had expressly directed them to in- 
aist with the plenipoteutiarics of France, in the 


® 
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council, and:a-subject of her said majesty, not 
considermg the duty of his allegiance, but hav- 
ing withdrawn his due obedience from her said 
late majesty, did, at several times, in the said 
years of our Lord 1710, 1711, and 1712, falsely, 
maliciously, wickedly, and traiterously, aid, help, 
assist, and adhere to the said duke of Anjou, 


' then an enemy to her said late majesty; and, in 


the execution and, performance of his said aid- 
ang, helping, assisting, and adhering, and in 
confederacy and combination with the then 
enerbies of her late majesty, and with divers 
other wicked and evil-disposed persons, did, at 
several times, in the years aforesaid, advise and 
counsel the enemies of her late majesty; and, 
in such counselling and advising, did concert 
with them, and did promote the yielding and 
giving up Sp:n and the West Indies, or some 
parts thereof, to the said duke of Anjou, then 
inenmity with her majesty, against the duty of 
his allegiance, and the laws and statutes of this 


‘realm. 


Articce XIII. 


That whereas the riches, power, and strength 
of these kingdoms, depend entirely on the flou- 
ishing condition of trade and navigation : ‘and 
her late majesty queen Anne, having due re- 
gard thereto, as well as to the just expectations 
of her people after the vast expences they had 
so cheerfully undergone in support of the war, 
did, on the first opening of the conferences for 
a general: peace, declare from the throne, tu 
both Houses of Parliament, on the 7th of De- 
cember 1711,‘ That she would endeavour that, 
“after a war which had cost se much blood and 
“ treasure, the nation might find their interest 
‘in trade and commerce improved and en- 
larged by a peace ;’ and, on the 6th of June 
1712, when she was pleased to comminicate 
the terms on which a general peace might be 
made, did declare ‘ That nothing had moved 
*‘ her majesty from steadily pursuing the true in- 
‘terést of her own kingdoms; and that the 
“terms of peace obtained for her own subjects 


_ © were such as, she had reason to expect, would 


‘make her people some amends for the great 
‘© and unequal burthen which they had lain 
‘ under through the whole course of the war; 
‘and hoped that none of the confederates 
- would envy her share in the glory and advan- 
“ tage of the’peace :’ And afterwards declared to 
-both Houses of Parliament ‘ Her satisfaction in 


' the near view she had of peace; since it 


€ would in'some measure recompence her sub- 
€ jects for their vast expences :’ And, after the 
conclusion of the treaty of peace and com- 
merce with France, did declare, from the 
throne, on the 9th of April 1713, ‘ That the 
‘many advantages she ie obtained for her 
‘ subjects had occasioned much opposition and 
* long delays to the peace ; but it afforded her 
‘ great satisfaction, that her people will have it 
‘ in their power, by degrees, to repair what they 
‘ had suffered, during so long and burdensome 
‘awar.’ Whereon both Houses of Parliament 
_ did, from time to time, express their grateful 
- 8 
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acknowledgments to her majesty, for her great 
care and concern for the welfare of her people. 
And whereas, at the setting on foot and in the 
progress of the said private, separate, and per- 
nicious negociation, between the ministers of 
Great Britain and France, it was laid down as 
@ principle, on the part of Great Britain, never 
to be departed from, ‘ That France should con- 
* sent to adjust the interests of Great Britain 


‘ in the first place, that the ministers of Great’ 


‘ Britain might thereby be enabled to engage 
‘ the queen to make the conclusion of the ge- 
‘ neral peace easy to France :’ and on this plau- 


sible pretence, it was insisted on by the mi-. 


nisters of Great Britain, to remit: the discus- 
sion of, the particular interests of the allies to 


general conferences ; and throughout the whole | 


course of the said: separate negociation, all 
imaginable concessions were not only made 
by the ministers of Great Britain, for the real 
advantage of the interests of France, against 
the allies; but all measures were entered into 
and concerted between them, that, even the 
ministersof France should dictate, in order to 
strengthen their hands, and to enable them to 
impose the terms ofa general peace; he, the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer,. 
having nothing in view, through the whole 
course of the said negociation, wherein he was 
wickedly and pfincipally engaged in concert 


\ 


with France, but the final destruction of his. — 


country, and to that end the sacrificing the 
commerce of Great Britain to the aggrandize- 


ment of France, was not only wanting in his . 


duty to her majesty, in not insisting on in alk 
events, and not procuring in the first place, the 
most certain and strict securities imaginable, 


for the safety and advantage of the commerce 
of these kingdoms ; but did advise her late. 


majesty, * That, in the proposition sent by his 
‘privity and advice by Mr. Prior, to France,. 
‘and also in the said private and separate 
‘ treaty ; signed on the said 27th of September 
$1711, wherein the preliminary demands for 
‘ Great Britain more particularly were intended 


to be adjusted with France; the demands for 


‘Great Britain, in point of commerce, should 
‘not only be made in loose, general, and insuf- 
‘ficient terms; but that the liberty ef fishing, and 
‘drying of fish, on Newfoundland, should be 
‘expressly given up to France ; though the re- 
$ stitution of that small part of the island which 
‘ France had taken during the war was therein 
‘referred to be discussed to general confer 
“ences ;’ And having, by his wicked artifices, 
engaged her majesty in the said private treaty 


with France, without any security for the com- 


merce of Great Britain, he did artfully and 
cunningly contrive, with the ministers of France, 
to keep in suspense all matters that concerned 
the commerce of Great Britain, until, by means 
of his wicked and pernicious counsels afore- 
mentioned, France was become master of the 
negociations, and the chief advantages for. the 
commerce of Great Britain by that means re- 
maining unsettled ; and the ministers of France 
afterwards disputing the most essential articles 
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which had been in agitation, and in particular 
that fundamental principle of treating and be- 
ing treqted as gens umicissima, and endeavouring 
&o elude what had been agreed on in the said 
private and separate negociation, for the sup- 
posed advantage of Great Britain; he the said 
Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
mader pretence of removing a difficulty then de- 

nding by an expedient advantageous to 
43reat Britain, did treacherous!y advise the 9th 
asticle of the treaty of commerce with France ; 
a bill for the rendering whereof effectual was 
afterwards rejected by the House of Commons 
as highly prejudicial and destructive to the 
cominerce of these kingdoms: but, yet, for 
the sake of gaining that destructive articie for 
Great Britain, as if the same had been advan- 
gageous, he the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
garl Mortimer, in defiance of the express pro- 
vision af an act of parliament, as well as in 
. g@oatempt of the frequent and earnest repre- 
eentations of the merchants of Great Britain, 
and of the commissioners for trade and planta- 


tions, did advise her majesty, finally to agree’ 


with France, ‘ Thag the subjects of France 
* should have liberty of. fishing, and drying fish, 
on Newfoundland ;’ and did also advise her 
majesty to make a cession to Frauceof the isle 
of Cape Breton, with liberty to fortity the same ; 
. although the isle of Cape Breton was part of 
the ancient territories of the crown of Great 
Britain, and her majesty had declared, from 
the throne, ‘ That. Fraace had consented to 
¢ sake an absolute cession of Nova Scotia, or 
“4 lia, whereof Cape Breton. is part, to ber 
£ mz, sty +’ aod the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer intending, in all events, to 
secure to France the advantages relating to the 
&shery of Newfoundlandand to Cape Breton,did 
ia conjunctionwiththe ministers at France, advise 
her aajesty to consent that the same should be 


made an article in the treaty of peace between’ 


Great Britain mud France: whereas the only ad- 
vantages in trade pretended to be stipulated for 
Great Britain, being inserted in the treaty of 
coanuerce, were to depend on certain condi- 
tions, to be made good by act of parhament ; 
and pursuant to, and by the iofluence of, the 
said evil counsel uf him the said Robert earl 
of Oxford aud eal Mortimer, her sacred ma- 
jesty was advised to ratify the said article 10 the 
said treaty of peace, and the said.treaty of 
commerce; by means of which pernicious 
counsels, the good intentions of her sacred ma- 
jesty, to tave obtained for her people advan- 
tageous terms of commerce, were intirely frus- 
trated; tbe trade and manufactures of Great 
Britain, as far qs in him lay, rendered preca- 
‘rious, and atthe mercy of the enemy; and 
that beneficial branch of trade, always esteem- 
ed the great support of the naval power and the 
ehief nursery of the seamen of Great Britain, 
yielded up to the subjects of France; and the 
only pretence for the avowed and notorious 


violatioa of treaties, and the carrying on the- 


measures of France, viz., the adjusting first 
the interests ef Great Britain, through the 
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‘whole course of the said private and separate | 
negociation, termigated at last in the sacrifice 
of the commerce-of Great Britain to France, 
‘without the least shadow of advantage in trade 
procured for.these kingdoms, - 


ARTICLE XIV. 


“¢ That he the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
ear! Mortimer did, jn concert with other evil 
and false counsellors, even without any avpli- 
cation from his royal highness the duke of 
Savoy, and after the French king had, in the 
course of the said private and separate negotia- - 
tions, .consented thatthe kingdom of Sicily 
should remain to the house of Austria, form a 
project and design to dispose of the kingdom of 
Sicily to the duke of Savoy, from the house of 
Austria; and, to effect that his unjust, disho- 
nourable and pernicious project, be did advise 
her majesty to give instructions, among other 
things, to Henry viscount Bolingbroke, then 
appointed her ambassador to France, to demand, 
in her majesty’s name, of the French king, the 
kingdom of Sicily, for his said royal highness : 
and a treaty of peace being afterwards made, 
between the French king, his royal highness, 
and the duke of Anjou, wherein a cession is 
made to his royal highness of the kingdom of 
Sicily, without any concurrence or participation 
of his imperial majesty ; he the said Robert ° 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer did basely 
and scandalously advise her sacred majesty to 
consent to the same, by an article inserted in 
the treaty of peace between her majesty and 
the French king’; and afterwards, by his privity 
and advice, her majesty was prevailed on to 
assist his royal highness against the «mperor, 
then in alliance with her majesty, witb a part 
of her royal fleet, at her owa expence, tn order 
to put him in possession of the said kingiiom of 
Sicily, whereby the greatest injustice was done 
to bis imperial majesty, in direct violation of 
the grand alliance, and contrary to her majesty’s 
frequent declarations from the throne, and her 
plain and full instructions to her plenipoten- 
tiaries at Utrecht, for obtaining his just and 
reasonable satisfaction; and whereby national 
faith, and the honour of the crown, was vilely 
betrayed, and the ‘naval power of these king- 
doms, and the supplies granted by parliament 
for reducing the common enemy, were perfidi- 
ously employed against the great and faithful 
ally of this kiugdom. : 


Articie XV. 


“¢ That whereas thedignity and support of the 
imperial crown of these realms bas in all ages 
greatly depended on the wisdom and truth of 
the com:unications made from the throne, espe- 
cially in parliament, as the sure and onlv ineans 
whereby the kings and quecns of this realm can 
receive the sincere and faithful advice of their 
people, in matters of the highest importance ; 
and which, by the fundamental laws und con- 
stitution of this government, ought t be in- 
violably observed, as the sacred band of the 
duty and affection of subjects to their sovereign, 


oc 
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and whereas, by the most ancient and known 
laws of this kingdom, it is indispensably incum- 
bent on the great officers of state that surround 
the throne, to maintain, as far as in them lies, 
the sacredness of the royal word on ali occa- 
"sions; it being most apparent that the greatest 
dishonour to the throne, and the greatest 
danger to these kingdoms, must inevitably 
ensue, whenever that fountain of truth, by 
wicked counsels, shall be in any degree cor- 
rupted, and thereby lose its just influence and 
necessary authority; and whereas the power of 
making peace and war, one of the ancient, un- 
doubted, and most important prerogatives of 
the crown, has always been exercised by the 
‘sovereigns of these realms with the strictest 
regard to the honour of the crown and the wel- 
fare of the people, and for that end they have, 
in great wisdom, in all ages, taken the advice 
of parliament on snch weighty occasions: and 
whereas her late majesty queen Anne declared 
from the throne her gracious intentions to com- 
municate the terms of peace to her parliament, 
for their deliberate and serious advice therein ; 
wisely foreseeing, that the safety of her person 
and government, of the protestant succession to 
the crown, whicli she had nearest her heart, and 
of the protestant religion, and of the liberties of 
Europe, did inevitably depend onthe happy 
conclusion of the said negotiations: he the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
then lord high treasurer of Great Britain, hav- 
ing taken on himself, throughout the said ne- 
gotiations, a most arbitrary and unwarrantable 
autherity, and the chief direction and influence 
in her majesty’s councils, and most wickedly 
designing to prostitute the honour of the crown 
and the dignity of parliaments, and not only 
totally to deprive her majesty of the wholesome 
and necessary advice of her parliament in so 
great a conjuncture, but, by misrepresenting 
the most essential parts of the negotiations of 
peace, to obtain the sanction of parliament to 
his traiterous proceedings, and thereby fatally 
to deceive her majesty, her allies, her parlia- 
ment, and her people; he the said Robert earl 
.of Oxford and earl Mortimer was not only 
wanting in the discharge of that duty to his 
sovereign which became his high station, by not 
advising against, and, as far as in him lay, in all 
events, by not preventing, even any intimation 
from the throne to the parliament, which was 
not conformable to the exactest truth and im- 
partiality ; but, taking advantage of his ready 
access to her majesty, and his exorbitant in- 
fluence in her councils, did prepare, form, and 
concert, together with other false and evil 
counsellors, several speeches and declarations, 
, to be made by her majesty from the throne, to 
her parliament, on the subject of the said ne- 
gotiations of peace; and did advise her majesty 
to make the same to her parliament: and par- 
ticularly, by means of his false and evil counsels, 
ther majesty did, amongst other things, on the 
@th of December 1711, declare from the throne, 
an the words, or to the effect following, ‘ That, 
4 notwithstanding the arts of those who delight 
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‘in war, both place and time are appointed 
‘ for opening the treaty of a general peace: our 
“allies, i aed the States General, whose 
‘interest I look upon as inseparable from my 
‘ own, have, by their ready concurrence, ex- 
‘ pressed their confidence in me:’ Whereas it 
was then notorieus to ail Europe, and the said 
Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer and 
others his accomplites well knew, that the prin-: 
cipal allies of her majesty, and particularly the 
States General, then had in the strongest and 
most pressing manner represented, not only to 
her majesty’s ministers in Holland, but after- 
wards by a minister of their own directly to her 
majesty, the insecurity and danger to the 
common cause, by entering into general negoe 
tations with France on the propositions signed 
by monsieur Mesnager, and also their firm 
opinion of the fatal consequences that might 
ensue thereon: and although they had still 
great apprehensions concerning the method of 
opening the conferences, and the consequences 
that might happen thereupon; yet, being 
wrought on by the menaces and other extra- 
ordinary methods used. with them by her 
majesty’s ministers, and relying on the solemn 


assurances and declarations of her majesty tq . 


support the interest and concern of their state, 


‘and to act in perfect confidence and harmony 


with them, they did at last with the greatest reluce 
tance consent to enter upon a general negotiae 
tion of peace with France. And, in the same 


counsels of him the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer and others, to declare in the 
words or to the effect following: ‘ that the 
‘ princes and states which bave been engaged 
‘with us in this war being by treaties entitled 
‘to have their several interests secured at a 
‘ peace ; I will not only do my utmost to pro~ 
‘cure every one of them all reasonable satis- 
‘ faction: but I shall also unite with them in the 
‘ strictest engagements for continuing the alli- 
‘ance, in order to render the general peace se- 
“cure and lasting.” And, in her message of 
the 17th of January following, her majesty 
again expresses the care she intended to take 
of all her allies, and the strict union in which 
she proposed to join with them ; ‘whereas, by 
the evil influence of him the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer, her majesty Was 
not only induced to enter into a private nego- 
ciation with France, exclusive of her allies: but 
the same was in like manner carried on by him 
the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Morti- 
mer and others: and the several interests which 
the allies were entitled to by their treaties were 
not only not secured to them by the peace, nor 
any reasonable satisfaction given to them; but 
the main interests of her principal allies, espe- 
cially of his imperial majesty, were, by the 
wicked practices of him the said Robert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer and others, given up 
to France; and no engagemenis were obtained 
for continuing the alliance, in order to render 
the general peace secure and lasting. And 
her majesty having on many former occasions 
4 


speech,her majesty was prevailed on, by the evil 
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expressed her resolutions, never to make peace 
with France and Spain, so long as Spain and 
the West Indies remained in the house of 
Bourbon: she was prevailed upon, by the 


advice of him the said Robert earl of Oxford. 


and earl Mortimer aad others, to declare her- 
self, in answer to an address of the house of 
peers, the 11th of December 1711, to the 
effect following: videlicet, ‘ I should be sorry 
‘any one could think I would not do my ut- 
¢ most, to recover Spain and the Indies from 
*the house ef Bourbon ;” whereas it is most 
manifest, that the leaving the kingdom of Spain 
‘and the Indiesin the house of Bourbon was the 
foundation of the private and separate treaty 
between Great Britain and France, which had 
been before that time signed even with her 
majesty’s consent ; and the same fundamental 
resolution was immutably observed between 
them, to the conclusion of the peace. And her 
majesty having frequently declared from the 
_ throne, ‘that her resolutions in entering into 
* the said negociations were, to obtain a general, 
* good, and lasting peace; and the plenipoten- 
*tiaries at Utrecht being instructed to treat 
© witb France conformably to that end ;’ he the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
in order to remove the just suspicions which had 
been conceived of his private and separate ne- 
gociations with France, did advise her majesty 
to make this further declaration, in her said 
message of the 17th day of January, ‘ that the 
‘ world will gow see how groundless those re- 
‘ ports are, which have been spread abroad by 
‘men of evil intentions to serve the worst 
* designs, as if a separate peace had been treat- 
“ed *, for which there has not been the least 
“colour given;’ whereas a private and separate 
negociation bad been curried on, for fivemonths 
together, between Great Britain and France; 
and, during that time, private propositions bad 
been sent from England, and a private treaty 
with a minister of France signed even by her 
majesty’s privity, exclusive of all the allies, 
before the said declaration made by her ma- 
. jesty; and private and separate measures were 
thenceforth carried on, by the said Robert earl 
of Oxtord and earl Mortimer and his accom- 
plices, on behalf of her majesty, with the 
ministers of France, even to the conchsion: of 
the peace with France. Her majesty was further 
prevailed on, by the wicked advice of him the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
in her speech of June the 6th, 1712, to declare, 
* that, to prevent the union of the two crowns, 
‘she would not be content with what was 
* speculative, but insisted upon something solid ;’ 
and, if the same speech, to the effect following ; 
(videlicet,) ¢ the nature of the proposal fora re- 
* nunciation is such, that it executes itself, and 
‘* France and Spain are thereby more effectually 
«divided than ever :’ whereas the ministers of 
France had before that time assured the minis- 
ters of her majesty, ‘ that to accept of the ex- 
« pedient proposed on her majesty’s behalf, 
nee atente te tee eel 
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‘ would be to build ona sandy foundation: and: 
‘ that the renunciation would be null and void by 

‘ thefundamental laws of France; and that they’ 
‘ would deceive themselves, who accepted it as 

‘ an expedient to prevent the union of the twe 

‘crowns.’ And not only in the particulars 

beforementioned, but in many others, contain- 

ed in the said several speeches and messages 

made and sent te her parliament, even while 

the said negociations of peace with France were 

depending, the most essential points relating te 

peace and commerce, and which concerned the 

Interests as well of the allies as of Great 

Britain, were grossly misrepresented; by all 

which wicked, treacherous, and unexampled 

evil counsels, ‘he the said Robert earl of Ox- 

ford and earl Mortimer did most basely, un- 

gratefully, and scandalously, abuse the favour of 

his royal mistress; and, by means of her au- 

thority, did mislead her parliament into ground« 

less and fatal resolutions; and thereby. not 

only prevented the just advice of the parliament 

to her majesty in that critical juncture, but 

obtained the approbation of parliament to his - 
mysterious and dangerous practices; and did 

not only deprive her majesty of the confidence 

and affection of her allies, but exposed her 

majesty and her people to the contempt of the, 
common enemy. 


Articte XVI. 


‘“¢ That whereas the said Robert, earl of Ox- 
ford and earl Mortimer, -having on all occa- 
sions used his. utmost endeavours to subvert 
the ancient established constitution of parlia- 
ments, the great and only security of the pre- 
rogative of the crown, and of the rights, liber- 
ties and properties of the people; and being 
most wickedly determined, at one fatal blow, 
as far as in him lay, to destroy the freedom 
and independency of the House of Lerds, the 


‘great ornament and nearest support of the impe-_ 


rial crown of these realms ; and falsely intending 
to disguise his mischievous purposes under a 
pretended zeal for ‘the prerogative of the 
crown; he the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer,.on or about the months of , 
December or January 1711, whilst the House 
of Lotds were under an adjournment, and 
had reason to expect, that on their next meet- 
ing, matters of the highest importance would 
be communicated to them from the throne; 
they having some few days before given their 
humble opinion and advice to her majesty, 
‘ That no peace could be safe or bonourable to’ 
* Great Britain or Europe, if Spain.and the West 
‘Indies were to be allotted to any branch of 
‘ the House of Bourbon ;’ being then lord bigh 
treasurer of Great Britain and one of-her majes- 
ty’s privy council, and assuming to himself an ar- 
bitrary direction and contro] in her majesty’s 
councils, contrary to his duty and his oath, and 
ip violation of the great trust reposed in him, 
and with an immediate purpose to render in- 
effectual the many earnest representations of 
her majesty’s allies-against the said negotia- 
tions of peace, as well as to prevent the good. 
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Lords, and in ordet to obtain such future reso- 
lutions of that house of parliament, on the im- 
portant subject of the negociations of peace, 
as might shelter and promote his secret and 
unwarrantable proceedings, toge! her with other 
false ‘and evil counsellors, did advise hur ma- 
jesty to make and create-twelve peers of this 
realm and lords of parliamest; and, pursuant 
to his destructive counsels, letters patents did 
forthwith pass, and writs issued, whereby 
twelve peers were made and created; and did 
likewise advise her majesty immediately to 
€all and summon them to parhanient; which 
bemy done accordingly, they took their seats 
in the House of Lords on or about the 3d of 
January 1711, to which day the House then 
stood adjourned; whereby the ssid Robert 
earl of Oxtord and earl Mortimer did most 
highly abuse the influence he then had with 
her majesty ; and prevailed on her to exercise 
in the most uuprecedented and dangerous 
manper that valuable and undeubted preroga- 
tive, which the wisdom of the laws .and con- 
&titution of this kingdom hath entrusted with 
the crown for the rewarding signal virtue and 
distinguished merit: by which desperate ad- 
vice, he did not only, as far as in him lay, de- 
prive her majesty of the continuance of those 
.seasopable and wholesome counsels, in that 


critical juncture; but wickedly perverted the | 
- true and only end of that great and useful pre- 


rogative, to the dishonour of the crown, and 
the irreparable mischief to the constitution of 
parliaments: all which crimes and misde- 
meanors were committed and done, by him the 
said Earl, against our late sovereign lady the 
Queen, her crown and dignity, the peace and 
interest of this kingdom, and in breach of the 
several trusts reposed in him the said Earl; 
and he the said earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer 
was lord high treasurer of Great Britain, and 
one of her majesty’s privy council, during the 
time that all and every the crimes Lefore set 
forth were done and committed: for, which 
matters and things, the knights, citizens and 
burgesses, of the Hoase of Commons, in par- 
liament assembled, do, in the name of them- 
selves and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
ampeach the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer of high treason, and other high 


- Crimes and misdemeanors iu the said articles 


contained. oa 

“ And the said Commons, by protestation, 
saving to themse? ‘es the liberty of exhibiting, at 
‘any time hereafter, any other accusations or 
im peachments against the said earl, and also of 
replying to the answers which the said Robert 
earl,of Oxford,.and earl Mortimer shall make 


to the premises, or any of them, or to any im- | 


peachment or accusation that shall be by them 
exh:vited according to the course and pro- 
ceedings of parliament; do pray, that the 
said Robert. earl of Oxford and carl Mor- 
timer be put to answer all and every the pre- 
mises; and that such proceedings, examjna- 


tions, trials, and judgments, may be upon 


oa 
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effects of the said advice of the House of: 


them, and every of them, had and used, as 
shall be agreeable to law and justice; and they 
do further pray and demand, that the said 
Robert earl of Oaford and earl Mortimer may 
be sequestered from parliament, and forthwith 
committed to safe custody.” 


Debate on the said Articles.} The lord 
Coningsby having Jett the said Articles with 
the Lords, and being withdrawn, a mouon was 
made, That the consideration of the Articles 
of Impeachment be adjuurned to the Monday 
following, which was backed by 


The Bishop of Rochester (Dr. Francis Atter-. 
bury) who urged, That this accusation was of 
so extraordinary a nature, and so very impore. 
tant, Loth in itself and its consequences, that 
the House ought to proceed on it with the ut- 
most caution and deliberation, He was an- 
‘swered by ; 


The Duke of Argyle, who said, It was well, 


known, the prelate who spoke last, had, of - 


late, studied more politics than divinity; and- 
was thoroughly acquainted with the subject: 
matter of the Articles that lay before them + 
and therefore his grace did not doubt, but his. 
lordship was now as ready to speak to them, 
as he could ever be, if he had more time to cone 
sider of them. 


After debate the question for adjourning was: 
put, and carried in the negative, by 86 voices 
against 54; thereupon the Articles of Impeach 
ment were read, Then a motion was made, 
That the Judges be consulted; that the House 
might be satisfied, whether the charge contain- 
ed in the said Articles amounted to treason % 
The lords Trevor and Harcourt, the dukes of 
Shrewsbury and Leeds, eart Powlet, the lord 
North and Grey, the bishop of Rochester, and’ 
some other peers of the same side, were for con- 
suiting the judges ; but the lord-chancellor, the 
dukes of Argyle and Montrose, the éarls of 
Nottingham, Sunderland, Dorset, and Hay; 
the lord viscount Townshend, and some other’ 
lords, spoke against it. The lord Trevor having 
gone so far, as to declare his opinion, That 
none of the articles amounted to high-treason, 
he was answered by the lord Cowper, who 
shewed the contrary, and challenged all the 
lawyers in England to disprove his arguments. 
The other side still insisting on consulting the 


i judges, the earl of Nottingham représented to 


them, That instead of favouring thereby the 
nuble person, who had the’ misfortune to be 
impeached, as undoubtedly they meant it, they - 
might, on the contrary, do him a great preju- 
dice. For if, upon consulting the judges, they 
declared the charge to amount to treason, he 
would stand prejudged, before he was brought 
to his trial. After some other speeches, the 
negative was carried by 84 voices against 53, 

The Earl of ee Speech in his own dea 
Jence.}| It was then moved, That the earl of 
Oxford be committed to safe custody in the 


Tower, whieh occasioned another debate. 
Hereupon, . 


rd 


os pe er 


-_———— 
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-The Earl:of Oxford stood up, and spoke in 
his own defence as follows : 

‘© Mylords; Itis a very great misfortune 
for any man to fall under the displeasure of so 
great and powerful a body as the Commons of 
Great Britain: And this misfortune is the 
heavier upon me, because I had: the benour to 
be placed at the head of the late ministry, and 
must now, it seems, be made accountable for 
all the measures that were then pursued. But, 
un the other hand, it isa very great comfort to 
ame under this misfortune, that [ have the ho- 
‘nour to be a.member of this august assembly : 
An assembly ‘which always squares their pro- 
ceedings and judgments by the rules of honour, 
justice, antl equity; and /ix not to be biassed 
by a spirit of party. 

“¢ My lords; I could say a great deal to clear 
myself of the charge which 1s brought against 
me: But as I now labour\under un indisposi- 
tion of body, besides the fatigue of this long 
sitting, I shall contract: what i 
narrow compass.. This whole ateysation may, 
it seems, be reduced to the negociation and 


conclusion of the peace: That the nation: 


, wanted a peace, no body will deny; and, I 
hepe, it will be aa easily made out, that the 
conditions of this peace are as good as could 
be expected, considering the circumstances 
wherein it was made, and the backwerdness 
and réluctangy which some of the allies shewed 
to come into the Queen’s measures. This is 
certain, that this peace, as bad as it is now re- 
resented, was approved by two successive par- 
iaments, It is, indeed, suggested against this 
peace, that it was a separate one: But I hope, 
my lords, it will be made appear, that it was 
general ; and that it was France, and not Gréat 
- Britain, that made the first steps towards a ne. 
gotiation. Alnd, my lords, [ will bé bold to 
say, that during my whole administration, the 
sovereign upon the throne:was loved at home, 
and feared abroad. 7 a 
“ Asto the business of Tournay, which is 
made a capital charge, I-can safely aver, that I. 
had no manner of share in it; and that the 
same was wholly transacted by that.unfortu- 
nate nobleman who thought fit to step aside: 
But I dare say i his behalf, that if this charge 
could be proved, it would not amount to trea- 
con. For my own part, as I always acted by 
the immediate directions and commands of the 
late queen, and never offended against any 
known law, I am justified in avy own con- 
science, and unconcerned for the life of an in- 
significant old man. But I cannot, without 
the highest ingratitude, be unconcerned for the 
“best of queens: A queen who heaped upon me 
honours and preferments, though I never asked 
for them ; and therefore I think myself under 
an ubligation to vindicate her memory, and the 
nreasures she pursued, with my dying breath. 

. * My lords; If ministers of state; acting by 
the immediate commands of their sovereign, 
are afterwards to be made accountable for their 
proceedings, it may, one day or other, be the 
case of all the members of this august assem- 


é 


‘ 
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bly : I- de‘not doubt, thetefore; that out of res: - 
gard to yourselves;. your lordships will give me 
an equitable heariug.; and I hope that,.in: the 
bet of this inquiry, it will appear; thay 

have merited not only: the indulgence,. buy 
likewise the favour of the government. 

“+ My lords; I ani now te take my leave of 
your lordships, and: of this honourable House,. 
perhaps for ever! I shall lay down my life with 
pleasure, im a‘ cduse favoured by my late dear’ 
royal mistress, And when I consider that I 
am to be judged by the justice, honour, ‘and vir- 
tue of my peérs, I shall acquiesce, and retire 


_with great content: And, my lords, God’s will 


be done.” 

Before the’ questioti for’ comniitting the éarf 
of Oxford to safe custody was put, the duke of 
Shrewsbury acquainted the House, That thé 
said Earl was, at present, very muctiindisposed 
with the* gravel’; and therefore he Hoped thé 
House would not immediately send him-to the’ 
Tower, but suffer him to be, for two or three 
days, under the custody of the Black Rod at 
his own house, where he might have the ate 
tendance and assistance of his relations and. 
servants: That however he did not propose 
this as a motion, because he was against. com- 
mitting him at all, but only left it to the cons 
sideration of the House. His grace was second~ 
ed by the earl Poulet; and no opposition being, 
offered, the earl of Oxford withdrew, Jeaving. 
word with the Usher of the Black lod, that he 
would be at home.* After this the question 
was put, That:the said Earl be committed .to 
safe custody, which was carried in the afirma- 
tive, by 82 voices against 50 ; and so the House 
rosé about a quartet’ past one in‘ the niorning ; 
when the Usher of the Black Rod went to the’ 
earl of Qxford’s house, communicated’ to hint 
the order of the Hause of Peers for taking him 
into’ custody, and left some of his officers, for 
that purpose in his lordship’s House. Jt was ob- 
served, that of twenty bistops who were that 
day in the Ffouseé, six only were for thé earl of 
Oxford, viz: The archbishop of York, and the 
bishops of London, Rochester, Bristol, Chester, 
and Durban. a 4g 

July 11. The Lords ordered, That the earl 
of Oxford be brought to the bar‘of their 
House the next morning, ip order to be sent te 
the Tower. 


The Earl of Oxford voted to the Tower!) 


July 1%. The earl of Oxford was, according 


to order, brought to the bar of the House of 
Lords; where having received a copy of the 
Articles of Impeachinett against lim, he re- 
presented to their lordships, “‘ That’ the ablest 
men in the nation had been many weeks in 
drawing up those lomg’Arncles against tim : 
and therefore he hoped the House would ailow 
him a‘proportionable time to answer them.’” 


# « When the earl of Oxford went home, he 
was'attended by a mob that cried’ out, ‘ High- 
‘Church, Ormond; and Oxford for ever,’ ¥ 


.Oldmixon: 


~ 


ad 


/ 


A 
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His lordship took that occasion to returo their 
lurdships his bearty thanks for their great hu- 
manity in not sending him to.the Tower the 
Saturday before; and as he still laboured 
under the same indisposition of body, he hum- 
bly desired their lordships to permit him to 
continue some few days more at his own house, 
under the custody of the black rod.” 

The Earl of Oxtord being withdrawn to the 
black rod room, the Lerds resolved to allow him 
a month to answer the Articles of Impeachment; 
and as to his last request, Dr. Mead, one of 
his lordship’s physicians, being consulted, and 
having made an athdavit, ‘¢ Thatif the earl 
were sent to the Tower, his lite would be 
in danger :’? A motion was made, “ That he 
might contioue in his house till the Monday 
following :” but this was/opposed, and after 
debate it was carried, by 81 voices against 55, 
that he should be carried to the Tower on 
Saturday next.® 


In this day’s debate, 


The Earl of Anglesea, having said, “ That it 
was to be feared these violent measures would 
make the sceptre shake in the king’s hands :” 
several members were offended at this sugges- 
tion, and some cried, ‘“‘ the Tower,” and others 


only “ te order.” 


‘be had hitherto shewn, 


The Earl of Sutherland standing up, said, 
¢ He trembled with indignation to hear such 
words pronounced in that noble assembly ; 
that if they had been spoke any where else, 
he would call the person that spoke them to 
an account :”’ But all he could do there was 


*¢ The earl of Oxford was by inany blamed 
for putting off his going to the Tower; which 
they said did not correspond with that firmness 
It is certain, as he 
came in hisown ceach to the House of Lords 
be might with as much ease have been carried 
to the Tower either by water, or in a sedan, 
and have had there the same attendance of his 
friends and physicians. The House having met 
on Friday, the 15th of July, they adjourned to 
Monday following, to avoid, as it was generally 
surmised, any fresh motion, which the earl of 
Oxford’s friends might make for deferring his 
being sent to the Tower, where he was carried 
by the black rod onthe day appointed, about 
eight o’clock in the evening, in his chariot, 
attended by two hackney coaches, in which 
were bis lady, his son the lord Harley, and some 
‘other of the earl’s relations and servants. 
Though these three coaches went from his 
house, near St. James’s palace, up St. James’s 
street, and then through Piccadilly, Gerard 
street, Monmouth street, and Holbourn, with 
design to avoid a crowd, yet were they at- 
tended by a great many of the common people, 
whose numbers being much increased: in their 
return from the Tower, they raised a tumult in 
the streets, with their cry of High-church, Or- 
mond, and Oxford for ever, upon which three 
or four of the mutineers were by the consta- 
bles carried to the round-house.” Tindal. 


to move that he might explain himself. He 
was seconded h 

The Duke of Rorburgh, who said, ‘“* That 
the scepter was so well rivited in the king’s - 
hand, that instead of shaking, it would crush 
all his majesty’s enemies.’”’ ‘The earl of Berk- 
ley and some other lords backed also the earl 
of Sutherland’s motion : whereupon 

The Earl of Angletea stood up, and said, 
‘That it was but too manifest, by the riots 
that were daily committed in several parts of 
the kingdom, that the nation fin general was . 
against these Impeachments; that for his own | 
part, he was so far from approving those tu- . 
multuous assemblies and disorders, that he - 
rather wished a stop might speedily be put to 
them, by exemplary punishments; That he 
had on several occasions, given sufficient proofs 
of his zeal and affection for the Revolution and . 
the Protestant succession ; that what he had 
now advanced, was the result of the same zeal 
for the peace and prosperity of his majesty's 
reign: however, if he had been so unhappy as, 
by any unguarded or passionate expression, to 
give offence to that august assembly, he was 
very sorry for it.” 


Notwithstanding this apology; some mem- 
bers were inclined to have his jordship sent to 
the Tower, but the very words he had spoken 
not having been taken down in writing, the 
House admitted his lordship’s explanation ; and 
so that matter went no further. ‘It is observ- 
able that on this occasion, besides the six 
bishops before mentioned, those of Bath and 
Wells, andSt. David’s, voted for the earl of 
Oxford. : 


Address of the Commons respecting the Tu- 
sea July 16. The Commons unanimously 
resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
to his majesty, that he will be graciously pleas 
ed to give directions to the several magistrates 
throughout the kingdom, That the laws may be 
put in a speedy and the most vigorous execution 
against all such persons, who shall be found 
any way concerned in the late rebellious and 
tumultuous riots and disorders committed, and © 


© “« The day before the earl of Oxford was sent 
to the Tower, the House of Commons received 
information of their tumultuous proceedings 10 
Staffordshire, where several meeting-houses 
had been pulled down by the mob. Upon this 
the Commons unanimously resolved to address 
the king, that the laws might be put in a speedy 
and most vigorous execution against the riot- 
ers, and an account be taken of such justices, 
as failed in the discharge of their duty ; and 
that the sufferers, by these riots, may have a 
fullcompensation for their damages, which they 
would enable his majesty to make good, out 
of the next aids granted by parliament. The 
king, in his answer, promised an immediate 
compliance with their request, and hoped by 
their seasonable assistance, to suppress the 
spirit of rebellion, and establish peace and 
presperity.” . Tindal. o 
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now carrying on, in several parts of this king- 
dom, by persons disaffected to his majesty and 
his government; and that a strict enquiry be 
made who are the promoters and authors of 
the said tumults and riots; and that an account 


« may be taken of such justices of the peace, as. 


have failed in the discharge of their duty on 
these occasions; and that such justices,who shall 
appear to his majesty to have neglected their 
duty, be forthwith put out of the commissions 
of the peace ; and that such other magistrates, 
as shall appear likewise to have neglected their 
duty therein, may be proceeded against with 
the utmost rigour of the law : and that his ma- 
jesty willlikewise be pleased to direct, that an 
exact account may be taken of the losses and 
damages, which his majesty’s subjects have 
sustained, by reason of these tumultuous and 
rebellious proceedings; and that the sufferers 
may have full compensation made them for their 
damages: and to assure his’ majesty, that all 
such expenses as his majesty shall be at on that 
account, shall be made good to his majesty 
out of the next aidsthat shall be afterwards 
granted by parliament: and also, that the 
laws against Papists and Nonjarors may be ef- 
fectually put in execution. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to 
draw up ao Address, upon the said resolution. 


July 18, Mr. Solicitor General reported 


from the said committee the following Address, 


which was agreed to nem. con. 


Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“ We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons in parliament assembled, 
being highly concerned at the continued en- 
deavours of the enemies of your person and 
government to disturb the tranquillity and hap- 
piness of your kingdoms, and to deprive your 
people of the great blessings they enjoy under 
your auspicious reign ; and it having appeared 
to us, that, by the encouragement, and the 
false and traiterous insinuations, of persons 
disaffected to your title and government, great 
numbers: of your poor deluded subjects have 
been prevailed upon, in many parts of the 
kingdom, to assemble together, and, in a tu- 
multuous and rebellious manner, to commit 
great disorders, and do great . injuries to others 
of their fellow-subjects and fellow-protestants ; 
we think it ourindispensable duty, on this oc- 
¢asion, to express our utmost abhorrence of all 
euch traiterous proceedings, and our highest 
resentment against the authors and promoters 
ofthem ; and to renew to your majesty the 
hearty and vigorous resolutions of your faithful 
Commons to support your majesty, and your 


government, against all your open and secret’ 


enemies ; and to contribute the utmost in our 
power to the honour and safety of your sacred 
person, and the quiet and 
vernment : 


“And to that end, we crave leave inost | 


humbly to beseech your majesty, that you will 
be graciously pleased to give directions to the 
several magistrates throughout your kingdom, 


security of your go- | - 


\ 
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that the laws now in force may be put ina 


speedy, and in the most vigorous, execution, 
‘against all such persons as shall be found any 
way concerned in the rebellious and tumultn-" 
ous riots and disorders which have been ‘com- 


mitted, and are now carrying on, by persons 
disaffected to your majesty, and your govern- 
ment; and that a strict inquiry may be made’ 
to discover the authors and promoters of them, 
su as they may be brought to condign punish- 
ment: ~ | 

“‘ And it being apparent, that the neglect or 
misbehaviour of many justices of peace, and 
other magistrates, have given great encourage- 
ment to the said disorders, we crave leave, in 
all humility, to beseech your majesty, that'an- 
account may be taken of such justices of the 
peace, as have failed in the discharge of their 
duty on these occasions ; and that such of them’ 
as shall appear to your majesty to have neg- 
lected their duty, may be. forthwith put out of 
the commissions of the peace ; and that such 
other magistrates, as shall likewise appear to 
your majesty to have neglected their duty there- 
in, may be proceeded against with the utmost 


| rigour of the;law. 


“And as ‘your loyal Commons are fully as- 
sured, that, by the wisdom and steadiness of 
your administration, the sceptre in your royal 
haud will. soon become a terror to ‘all those, 
who, by open or secret practices, shall any 
way abet the enemies of your person or govern= 
ment ; so, from our most dutiful regard to your 
majesty, and in justice to those of your sub- 
Jects, who fortheir zeal, and firm. adherence 
to your majesty, and your government, have 
been sufferers in the -said tumultuous. and 
traiterous disorders, we do most humbly be- 
seech your majesty; that you will be most 
graciously pleased to give directions, that an 
exact account may be taken of the losses and’ 
damages which any of your subjects have sus- 
tained by reason ef the said tumultuous and 
rebellious proceedings ; and that the sufferers. 
may have full compensation made them for 
their damages ; your faithful Commons most 
humbly assuring your majesty, that all expences 
which shall be incurred on that account, shall 
be made good to your majesty out of the next 
aids that shall be afterwards granted by par- 
lament : | 3 

“‘ And, for the security of your sacred per- 
son, and the quieting the minds of your faithful 
subjects, we do further mest humbly advise 
your majesty, that you will be graciously 
pleased to give orders, that the magistrates 
throughout ;the kingdom, in their several 
stations, do speedily and effectually put the 
laws in execution against papists and nom- 
jurors.” e | | 


The King’s Answer.} To this Address, his 
Majesty gave the following answer : 


“Gentlemen: | - 


_ “JT thank you heartily for your address, and 
.the many marks of zeal and affection which 
you express for my honour and safety, and the 
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aecuyity of the kingdom.— I will give imme- 
diate directions dur puttingin execution the 
several masteis whish you so justly recom- 
mead -to me; And asd am resolved on all 
occasions, to dolls ithe advice of my Parlia- 
meat; sot have no duynbt, but that, by the 
blessing of Almighty.God, aod your seasuvable 
and vigurous assistance, shall soon be enabled 
effectually to suppress that spirit of rebellion, 
which is so industriausly fomented among us, 
and to establish the peace and prosperity of my 
people.” 

The King’s Speech relating to an Invasion by 
the Pretender.} July 20. The king came to 
the house of peers and passed several acts. 
Vhen his majesty, alter conterring with the Lord 
. Chancellor, spake as tollows: — . 

‘My lords, and geuclemen ; I have given 
direction tu ny Lord Chancellor, to declare to 
you, in my name aud words, a matter I think 
ef the greatest importance.” 


Then the Lard Chancellor spake as follows: 


“+I have received his majesty’s commands, 
to deliver tu you, in his name, this his majes- 
ty’s speech, now put into my band by his ma- 
jesty trom the throne, 

« My lords, and gentlemen, : 

“The zeal you have shewn for preserving 
che peace of my kingdoms, and your wisdom 
in providing so good a law to prevent all riot- 
ous and tumultuous proceedings, give me 
great satisfaction ; but I am sorry to find, 
that such a spirit of rebellion has djscovered 
itself, as leaves no room tw doubt but these 
disorders are set on foot and encouraged by 
persons disaffected to my government, in ex- 
pectation of being supported from abroad.— 
The preservation of our excellent constitution 
and the security uf our holy religion, has been 
and always shali be, my chief care; and I 
cannot question but your concern for these in- 
valuable blessings is so great, as not to let them 
be exposed to such attempts, as,I have certain 
advices, are preparing by the Pretender from 
abroad, and carrying on at home by a restless 
party in his favour. | 

«¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

‘$4 In these circumstances, I think it.proper to 
‘ask. your assistance; and make no doubt but 
you will so far cansult your own security, as 
not to leave the nation, undera rebellion ac- 
tually begun at home, and threatened witb ax 
invasion from abroad, in a defenceless condi- 
tion: And I shall look upon the provision you 
shall make for the safety of my people, as che 
best mark of your affection to me.” 


The. Lords Address thercon.] His majesty 
having retired, the Lords agreed upon the. fol- 
lowing address: | 
.' &, Most gracious sovereign ; We, your ma- 

Jesty’s most dutiful and Joyal subjects, the Lords 
’ gpiritual and temporal in parliament assembled, 
dey leave to return your majesty.the most humble 
shanks ef this Hause, for your majesty’s most 
qyeuous assurances, ‘ That.the preservation of 


® 


‘ our excellent constitution, and .the security of 
‘ our-boly religion, has been, and always shail he 
‘ your ohief care ;’ .aod for communicating to 
your pacliament the advices from abroait of 
an intended invasion of these kingdoms, coun- 
teanced and encouraged by insurrections here 
at home, fomented and stirred up by the abet- 
tors and supporters of the Pretender’s intereat. 
And we do most humbly assure your, majesty, 
that this House will stand by and assist yourima- 
jesty, atthe bazard of our lives and fortunes, 
in support and defence of your sacred person, 
and your undoubted right and title to thexcrown 
in defiance of all your oper and secret ene- 
mies.” ; 

The King’s Answer.] The said Address 
being the next day presented to the king, his 
majesty gave this Answer : 

“s My lords ; 

“ T thank you for the zealous affection you 
express towards me, and the assurances which 
you give me in this address ; and you may dee 
pend on my punctually making good all those 
which I have given to my people, eitber on this 
or any former occasion.” 


Address of the Comnons.| The Commons 


‘being returned to their House, it was resolved, 


nein. con. That an humble Address be present- 
edto his majesty, to return the most humble 
and dutiful thanks of this House to his majesty, 
for communicating to his parliament, the ad- 
vices he has received of an attempt preparing to 
be made upon the nation from abroad, abetted 
and encouraged by treas:nable practices at 
home, in favour of a popi.t: Pretender: and to 
assure his majesty, that this flouse will, with 
their lives and fortunes, stand by and support 
his majesty against all his open and secret ene- 
mies; and to desire his majesty, that he will 
immediately give directions for fi:ting out sucha 
number of ships as may effectually guard the 
coasts, and to issue out cominissions for aug 
menting his forces by land ; assuring his ma- 
jesty, this House will, without loss uf time, ef 
fectually enable him to raise and maintain such 
a puinber of furces, both by sea and land, aa 
shall be necessary for the defence of his sacred 
person, and for the security of his kingdoms.” 
After this Mr. Freeman stood up, and re- 
presented ** That in’ so important a juncture, 
they ought to lose.no time in drawing up an 
address ; and therefore moved, That the said 


‘resolution be forthwith laid before his majesty . 


by the whole House.” ‘He was seconded by 
The lord Guernsey, who said, “ It was well 
known he had, ov many occasions, differed from 
some. members in that House ; but being now 
convinced that our liberty, religion, and all! that 
is dear td Englishmen, were aimed at, he would 
(laying his hand on his sword) rather die with 
his sword in bis hand, than survive the Pretend- 
er’s coming in, though he were to enjoy the 
ga. .test honours and preferments under him.” 
Mr. Hampden having likewise backed Mr.. 
Freeman’s motion, it passed into a resolution 


nem. con, aud Mr. Boscawen, who was order 
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to wait on the king to know his majesty’s plea- 
. sure, when he would be attended by the House, 
. having, about six in the evening, reported, that 
his majesty had been pleased to appoint imme- 
diately at his palace at St. James's. 


The King’s Answer.| The House went thi- 
ther, with their speaker, ‘and laid before his 
majesty the'said resolution, to which the king 
was pleased to return the following answer. 
Gentlemen ; I thank you heartily for this 
Address. The zeal and vigour which you shew 
upon this occasion, will, I trust in God, enable 
me to defeat the evil designs of our enemies, I 
will immediately give directions for such an in- 
crease ofour forces, by sea and land, as I shall 
judge necessary fur your security; and will 
_order estimates of the charge thereof to be laid 
before you.” 


Address to the King, to allow the Officers on 
half pay full pay.| July 26, Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole took notice, “ of the measures the king had 
taken, pursuant to the desire and advice of 
that House, to secure his dominions; but repre- 
sented, that in case of an invasion, the standing 
’ troops and new levies would hardly be suffici- 
ent: and as he thought it necessary, so he 
moved, that the officers in half-pay should be 
put in a capacity to serve the nation, by allow- 
ing them fuli pay.” Mr. Secretary Stanhope se- 
conded Mr. Walpole’s motion; and generai 
Robs only having made a sligit objection to it, 
suggesting, that, to save expences, the standing 
regiments might be augmented, it was resolved, 
s¢ That an humble Address be presented to his 
majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
allow full pay, to such half-pay officers as were 
not otherwise provided for; and that his ma- 
jesty would give orders to the said officers to 
hold themselves in readiness, to be employed in 
such manner as bis majesty should think fit; 
and to assure his majesty, that this House will 
supply such extraordinary expence as his ma- 
jesty should be at on this account, out of the 
next aids to be afterwards granted by parlia- 
ment.” | 

This Address being the same day presented 
to the king, his majesty was pleased to say, 
¢¢ That he looked upon it as a fresh instance of 
_ the duty and affection of this House, and of 
their zeal for the security and preservation of his 
people and government.” 


FurtTHerR ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT 
aGAINST THE Eart or Oxrorp ann Eart 
Mortimer.}] July 30. Mr. R. Walpole report- 
ed from the Committee of Secrecy, That they 
had directed him to exhibit farther Articles of 
Impeachment of high crimes and misdetmean- 
ours against Robert earl of Oxford and earl 

‘Mortimer, which he read in his place, and af- 
terwards delivered them in at the table, where 
they were read : and a motion being made and 
the question put, that the farther consideration 
of the said Articles be adjourned till the Tues- 
day following, it passed in the negative. After 
this it was ordered, that the said Articles be 

Vox. VII, a ie 


ar 


read one byone ; which was done accordingly, 


and, with amendments to one of them, upon 
the question severally put there upon, they were 
agreed to by the House ; who ordered, That the 
said Articles be engrossed; and, that a clause be 
prepared for saving liberty to the Cummous to 
exhibit any farther articles against the said Ro~ 
bert earl of Oxford and ear] Mortimer. 

August 2. The engrossed farther Articles of 
Impeachment against Robert earl of Oxford and _ 
earl Mortimer were read; after which it was 
ordered, that the lord Coningsby do carry t!:ose 
Articles also to the Lords ;_ which his lordship 
did immediately. The said farther Articles are 
as follow : 


Further ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT 
of high Crimes and Misdemeanors against 
. ROBERT Earl of OXFORD and Earl 

~ MORTIMER. | 


Arricie [. 

“¢ That whereas, in or about the month of 
January in the year 1710-11, a dangerous and 
destructive Expedition had been projected and 
set on foot, under the pretence of inakinga 
conquest on the possessions of the French king 
in North America ; but with a real design to 
promote his interests, by weakening the cons 
federate army in Flanders, and dissipating the 
naval furce of this kingdom; as weil as for the 
sake of the private interest and corrupt gain of. 
the promoters of the said expeditien ; he the 
said Robert.ear] of Oxford and eari Mortimer, 
being then one of her late majesty’s privy 
council and one of the commissioners of her 
majesty’s treasury, was not only wanting in his 
duty to ber late majesty, by wilfully and in- 
dastriously absenting trom the meetings of other. 
persons then in high trust under her majesty, 
wherein the said Expedition was concerted ; 
and, by not advising her majesty against, and 
doing what in him lay to have prevented, the 
putting the same in execution; but did, cone 
trary to his oath aod the high trust then re- 


.posed in him, advise her majesty to consent to 


the making an expedition for the conquering 
Canada, and the city of Quebec, on the river 
of St. Laurence, in North America: and, in 
execution of his said evil councils, he did fur- 
ther advise her majesty to give orders: for de- 
taching several battalions of the forces then 
in the service of her majesty in conjunc- 
tion with her allics in Flanders, and to send 
the same, with a large squadron of men of. 
war, on the said enterprize; although the said 
Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer well 
knew, that the said project or expedition, hav- 
ing been frequently deliberated on, and ma- 
turely considered a short time before in a 
committee of council,’ was then laid aside as 
dangerous and impracticable: and a demand 
being made, at the treasury, on or about the 
months of May and June 1711, for the sum of 
28,000/. or thereabouts, on pretence of. arms 
and merchandizes said to be sent on the said 
eae to Canada ; he the said Robert earl 


- 
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of Oxford and earl Mortimer, being then lord 
high treasurer of Great Britain and-one of her 
majesty’s privy-council, though he well knew, 
or had reason to suspect, that the same was an 
unjust and exorbitant demand, and a great 
abuse on her majesty and the public, and such 
as ought not to have been complied with, was 
not only wanting in bis duty to her majesty, in 
not giving his humble advice against the said 
demand, or at least in uot representing te her 
the ground of such his suspicion ; but did, con- 
trary to his oath and his duty, advise her ma- 
jesty, that the said sum should be issued and 
paid, and did accordingly countersign a war- 
rant to the paymaster of her majesty’s forces 
for the payment of <he same; pursuant 
to which, the same was issued and received : 
and, in further vidlation of his oath, his duty, 
gnd trust, and with the most corrupt design to 
prevent the justice due to her majesty and the 
Nation, he the said Robert earl ot Oxford and 
eail Mortimer, being then lord high treasurer 
of Great Britain, and exercising a most un- 
‘ exampled arbitrary power, not only in her ma- 
jesty’s private councils, but extending his evil 
influences to the great council of the nation, 
after the said expedition had proved unsuccess- 
ful, and it had been discovered to tim the said 
Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer that 
the nation had been cheated of above 20,0004. 
‘on that account, did most ungratefully and 
corruptly employ his wicked arts, and the 
eredit which he had gained by his many false 
and crafty insinuations and practices, to keep 
the House of. Commons from examining that 
affair ; and, in or about the month of August 
1714, in a letter or memorial, under his own 
hand, to her late majesty, he did presume, not 
only to insinuate the ill opinion he therein pre- 
tended always to have had of the said expedi- 
tion, but did declare the suspicions he had of 
the great injury and abuse done to her ma- 
}esty and the public, in the demand of the 
said 28,000/., even at the time when the same 
was made, and that the public had been 
cheated of above 20,000/. on that account; 
and, in the said memorial, did presume turther 
to declare to. her majesty, ‘‘Ihat Le was 
* forced to use all his skill and credit, to keep 
‘ the louse of Commons from examining that 
‘affair the last parliament ;’ thereby vainly, 
but most wickedly, recommending himself to 
the continuance of her majesty’s, favour, by 
- the success of his most pruiligate measures. 
By all which unparalieled corruptions and 
most dangerous counsels and practices of him 
the said Robert earl of Oxfurd and earl Mor- 
timer, the goud and faithful allics of hee mae 


jesty were deprived of the aid of ber majesty’s’ 


troops, to which they were entitled by their 
_ conventions; and the confederate army in 
Flanders was greatly diminished, to the appa- 
rent advantage of the common enemy ; the 
public money granted by parliament for re- 
ducing the power of France, and which was 
expressly appropriated for other special ser- 
vices, was arbitrarily and Wegally misapplied 
: 9 ? 


and embezzled, and a heavy debt incurred on 
the nation; not only sitting the parliament, 


but even in contempt and defiance of a re-' 


presentation made by the House of: Commous 
to the throne, even whilst the said expedition 
was concerting ; and whereby the highest in- 
justice was done, in suppressing an inquiry so 
just to her Majesty and her people; anda 
lasting reproach and scandal brought on that 
House of Commons; of which he boasts, as 
having been wrought oo, by his corrupt inffu- 
ence,not to examine into so bigh and scan- 
dalous an abuse. | 


ArxTicce If, 


‘¢ That the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer, not contented with the high 
employments and places of honour and profit 
bestowed on him by her late majesty, nor with 
the large and excessive gains by him made by 
the incomes and profits of the said employ- 
ments, on or about the month of October 1711, 
whilst the nation was engaged in a most ex- 
pensive war against France aad Spain for pre- 
serving the liberties of Europe, and greatly 
exhausted with the supplies and taxes for 
carrying on the same, and was under sueh 
heavy debts as were impossible to be satisfied 
without the utmost frugality, or laying grievous 
taxes on the Commons of Great Britain con- 
trary to his oath and his high trust, and making 
a most dishonourable and ungrateful use of the 
ready access he had to her late majesty, did 
prevail on and advise her majesty to sign a 
warrant to himself, being then lord high trea- 
surer of Great Britain, for the issuing and payment 
of the sum of 13,0002. to John Drummond, esq. 


or his assigns, for such special services, relating . 


to the war, as-her majesty had directed ; and 
the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Morti- 
mer, on or about the 24th day of Noyember 
following, in pursuance of the said warrant 
under her majesty’s sign manual; did signa 
warrant for the payment of the said 1$,000/. 
fur such special services of the war as her 
majesty lad directed, although no special ser- 
vices had been, or were at any time afterwards, 
directed by her majesty, to which the said 
monies were to be applied: and the said 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer having pri- 
vately desired leave of the said Drummond to 
strike some tin tallies in his the said Drum- 
mond’s name, he did, pursuant thereto, direct 
that orders, amounting to the sum of 13,0002, 
should be charged in. the register of the ex- 
chequer, on monies arising by sale of tin, in the 
name of thesaid Joha Drummond; and though 
the same were accordingly struck, in the name of 
the said Drummond, in or about the month of 
Noyember 1711, they were not delivered out to 
the said Drummond, but were kept in the trea~ 
sury chamber, or elsewhere in the power or 
custody of the said earl, till about the end of 
January following ; when the said Drummond 


having occasion, as the said Robert earl of © 
Oxford and earl Mortimer well knew, to go . 


into Holland, at the desire and request of the 
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said earl, he endorsed his name on the said 
orders; and the same were left by his privity, 
direction Or consent, io the hands of Maste 
John Taylor a clerk of the treasury; and the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
having afterwards got possession of the said 
orders, did in or about the month of June 
1712, send an order, in writing, to the said 
Master Taylor, to deliver the said tallies toa 
servant of the said earl, which was done ac- 
cordingly, the same endorsements not being at 
that time filled up; and the said Robert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, having by- these 
corrupt atid scandalous methods, got the said 
tallies and orders into his own hands, did after- 
wards fill up assignments of the said orders for 
12,000/. part of the said 13,000/. to himself, 
and the remaining part to such other persons as 
he thought fit; and did afterwards, in or about 
the months of August, October, and, Novem- 
ber, 1713, at several times, dispose of the said 
orders and tallies to his own private use and 
advantage; and, to cover the said scandalous 
embezzlements, he the said Robert earl of 
, Oxford and earl Mortimer did afterwards, as 
he pretends, advise and prevail on her majesty, 
on or about the 14th of December, 1713, to 
sign a warrant prepared by himself, wherein, 
after the recitals of his own good, faithful, and 
acceptable services which had tended to the 
quiet, safety, and prosperity of her majesty 
and ber realms, though accompanied with 
great difficulties on himself and hazards to him 
and his family; and that hér majesty was re- 
solved to bestow upon him a sum of ready 
money ; but the said earl representing to her 
majesty, that the arrears then due to’ her ser- 
vants and tradesmen were very great and press- 
mg, her majesty did therefore agree and deter- 
mine that he should have to his-own use the 
said several sums, amounting to 13,000/. com- 
prized in the orders aforesaid; it was directed, 
that the said John Drummond should assign 
the said orders, and the whole right and bene- 
fit thereof, to the said earl and his assigns; 
although the said earl had privately and clan- 
destinely procured from the said Drummond 
an assignment of the said orders near two 
ears before the said warrant, and had frauda- 
ently and corruptly disposed and converted 
them to his own use, without her imajesty's 
’. privity or consent, some time before her ma- 
jesty was prevailed on to sign the said war- 
rant: and though the last mentioned warrant, 
if any such there be, was not communicated 
to the said Drummond by the said earl during 
her majesty’s life; nor was the same counter- 
signed, nor entered in the treasury ; yet he the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, 
even after bis said corruption had been disco- 
vered in parliament, did presume without the 
privity of the said Drammond, to send the 
said warrant to the commissioners of his ma- 
jesty’s treasury, desiring that the same might 
then have been entered in the treasury ; but 
the same was, with great honour and justice, 
sefused te be soentered; by which most vile and 
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scandalous corruption, he the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer was guilty of the’ 
most notorious breach of his oath, and trust as 


‘lord high treasurer of Great Britain, of the 


highest abuse of hér majesty’s goodness, and 
embezzlement of her treasure, and of the 


greatest injustice and oppression of other her , 


majesty’s subjects. 
Artict_e ITI. 


‘¢ That. whereas, by the established and 
known laws of this kingdom, the allowances 
or appointments for the maintenance and sup- 


port of ambassadors, envoys, plenipotentiaries, — 


and other public ministers of the crown in 
foreign courts, ought to be ascertained in due 
form of law, as well in honour, as in justice to 
the imperial crown ofthese realms; and where- 
as the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, in or about the month of July or 
Augast 1712, sent Matthew Prior esquire, an 
instruinent and creature of his own, into France, 
for the carrying on his separate and dangerous | 
negotiations; and did afterwards, in the month 
of November 1712, by .his evil counsels, pre- 
vail on her late majesty, without the privity of, 
or any communication with, her allies, to send 
the said Matthew Prior as her majesty’s pleni- 
potentiary to the French king, with instruc- 
tious to treat and conclude matters of the high 
est importance relating to the general negotia- 
tions of peace ; but the same was a treacherous 
and wicked contrivance of him the said Robert 


earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, for the more. 


effectual carrying on and promoting his private, 
separate, and dangerous practices, with the 
ministers of France, and the enemies of her 
majesty and her kingdoms; he the said Robers 
earl of Oxford and eacl Mortimer, not regarding 
his oath or his high trust, or the laws of the 
kingdom, did most corruptly and scandalously 
combine with the said Matthew Prior, for the 
detrauding her majesty of very great sums, uader 
the colour of bis said employments in France ; 
and, to that end, the said earl did contrive that + 
the said Prior should be sent into France with 
the character aforesaid, but without any settled 
appointments or ailowances ; but, in the stead 
and lieu thereof, he the said Robert earl of Ox- 
ford and earl Mortimer did give the said Mate 
thew Prior an unlimited credit, and did promise 
to answer and pay such bills as the said Prior 
should draw on him during his residence in 
France; pursuaat to which contrivance and 
corrupt agreement, he the said Matthew Prior 
did, between the 27th of August in the year 
1712(N.S.) and the 10th of July 1714, or there- 
abouts, at several times, draw bills of exchange, 
to the amount of 12,360/. or thereabouts, on 
him the said Robert’ earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, which he, being then lord nigh trea- 
surer of Great Britain, did advise and prevail 


upon her majesty to sign warrants for the pay- - 


ment of, and did countersign the same, although 
the said Prior was no way entitled to any such 
allowances by reason of his said employment, 
and the same greatly exceeded the allowance 


f 
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even of an ambassador of the crown of Great 
Britain. And the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer did, in the years 1712, 1713, 
and 1714, without any colour of authority, but 
for the further promoting his corrupt and wicked 
purposes, prevail on and advise her majesty to 
sign warrants, which were countersigned by 
himselt, tor the payment of the sum of 5,560/. 
or-thereabouts, to the use of Thomas Harley 
_ esquire, a near relation and emissary of him the 
said earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, out of 
the monies-appropriated to the use of her ma- 
jesty’s civil list; and did, in. hke manner, at 
several times, in the years aforesaid, most ille- 
gally, traudulently; and corruptly, issue or di- 
rect, or advise the direction and payment, of 
several other Jarge suius uf money, to other 
persons, out of her majesty’s treasury: by 
which most illegal and scandalous management, 
he the said Rutbert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer has introduced a practice highly pre- 
judicial to, and utterly inconsistent with, the 
constitution of this kingdom, and of the most 
pervicious consequence, by opening a way for 
the most dangerous corruptions; and was not 
only guilty of a notorious breach of his oath, 
but entered into the most base and scandalous 
combination with the persons abovementioned, 
and others, under pretence and colour: of pro- 
moting her majesty’s service, to defraud her 
majesty of the public money, which he was en- 
trusted with the management of for the support 
of the honour and dignity of the crown, 


/ 
ArTICLE IV. 


¢* That whereas the revenues arising to the 
crown from the hereditary excise and post office, 
or some parts thereof, were, by virtue of letters 
patents of the late king James the second, 
charged with, and made liable to, certain an- 
Duities, or yearly sums, in trust for, or to the 
use of, Mary the consort of the said King James 
the second ; but the said revenues were after- 
wards, by several acts of parliament, granted 
and settled for the support of the royal house- 
hold, and of the honour and dignity of the 
crown, or for other public uses, without any 
saving or exception of the said letters patents ; 
and whereas, by an act made in the twelfth year 
of her late majesty’s reign, the sum of 500,0001. 
“was graated to her late majesty, for the dis- 
. charge of divers arrears of salaries, diet-monies, 
and other allowances, and sundry debts for pre- 
emptions, provisions, and other causes, which 
had been then incurred, and grown due to her 
late majesty’s servants, tradesmen, and others, 
and were occasioned by several extraordinary 
expences, since the act for the better support 
of her majesty’s household, and of the honour 
and dignity of the crown; and the said sum of 
500,000/. was expressly appropriated to the 
uses aforementioned, in aid of the said revenues 
. or branches which were appointed for the sup- 
port of her majesty’s heusehold, and of the 
honour and diyuity of the crown; and whereas, 
by an act made in the 13th and 14th years of 
_. bis late majesty king William the third, it was 


enacted, ‘‘ that for prevennne traiterous core . | 
respondence between his majesty’s subjects and 
the pretended Prince of Wales or his adherents, ! 
that if any of the subjects of the crown of Eng- | 
land, from and after the first day of March 1701, 

should, within this realm or without, hold, en- . 

tertain, or keep, any intelligence or corres- 
pondence, in person, or by letters, messages, 

or otherwise, with the said pretended Prince 

of Wales, or with any person or persons em- 

ployed by him, knowing such person to be 

so employed, or should, by bill of exchange 

or otherwise, remit or pay any sum or sums. ! 
of money for the use or service of the said pre- 

tended Prince of Wales, knowing such money 

to be for such use or service; such person so 
offending, being lawfully convicted, should be 

taken, deemed, and adjudged, to be guilty of 

high treason, and shall suffer and forfeit as in 

cases of high treason ;” he the said Robert earl 

of Oxford and earl Mortimer having, by the 

means ofthe said Matthew Prior, held a private 

and unlawful correspondence with the said con-_. 

sort of the late king James 2, then re- 


‘siding in France, and being determined secretly 


to promote as far as in him lay the interests of. 
the Pretender, but yet contriving to avoid the 


‘said penalty of high treason; and thesaid con-. 


sort of his late majesty king James 2 having : 
empowered Abbot Gaultier, a popish priest 
and busy emissary between Great Britain and 
France during the said private and separate’ 
negotiations of peace, aud who was particularly 
entrusted, as the common agent between the 
ministers of Great Britain and France, fo tran- 
sacting the most secret affairs relating to the 
Pretender, to concert with the said Kobert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer the settling the ~ 
payment and remittance of a very great yearly. 
surn out of her majesty’s treasure into France, 
under colour and pretence of the said letters 
patents; and the said Robert ear) of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer having held frequent clan- 
destine conferences with the said Abbot Gaul- 
tier, on the subject aforesaid; and having, by 
his evil counsels, sacrificed to France the com- | 
mon interests of Europe; and being resolved, 
that the first fruits of the peace with France 
should be an offering, made by his immediate 


| procurement, to the nearest and most avowed 


adherent of the Pretender, though at the great 
expence ofthe honour and safety ofher majesty 
and her people; did, soon after the conclusion 
of the peace with France, agree and undertake to 
procure the payment of the yearly sau. of 47,0000. 
and upwards, to, or to the use of, the said con- 
sort, during her life; and, in execution of his’ 
gaid- purpose, did afterwards, on or about the 
23d of December 1713, being then lord high 
treasurer of Great Britain and of her majesty’s 
privy council, advise her late majesty to sign a 
warrant to himself, inthe words or to the effect _ 
following ; videlicet, “ Anne R. Whereas our 
late royal father king James 2, by jetters pas 
tents under his great seal, bearing date on or 
about.the 28th day of August 1685, did grant 
unto Lawrence earl of Rochester, Henry earl of © 
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. incurred onthe said pension of 10,0001. per an- 


Peterborow, Sidney lord. Godolphin, Robert 
Worden esquire, and ‘sir Edward Herbert knight, 
(who are all since deceased), divers annuities, or 
yearly sums, amounting to 37,3281. 13s. 7d. to 
hoid to them and their heirs, during the life of 
his then royal consort Mary now queen dowa- 
ger, in trust for her; and, by other letters pa- 
tents, bearing date on or about the third day 


, of December 1686, did also grant unto the said 


queen a further pension or yearly sum of 10,0002. 
to hold during. her natural life; all which were 
made payable in such manner as in the said. se- 
veral letters patents is more fully expressed : 


’ our will and pleasure now is, and we do hereby 


direct, authorize, and command, that you cause. 
payment to be made, to the heirs of such of 
the said trustees as was the longest liver of them, 
of so much as, since the 25th day of March 
last, 1713, is incurred or grown due on the 
said annuities or yearly sums, amounting to 
37,3281, 13s. 7d.; and to the said queen dowa- 
ger, or her assigns, of so much as, since the 
said 25th day of March last, isincurred or grown 
due on the said annuity of 10,0004. according to 
the purport of the several grants or letters pa- 
tents above recited ;_as also of what shall here- 
after become due and payable upon the said se- 
veral annuities, quarterly, during the life of the 
said queen dowager; and for so doing, this 
shall be your warrant. Given at our court at 
Windsor Castle, the 23d day of December, 
1713, in the 12th year of our reign.” And did 


afterwards, on or about the 24th of December 
following, sign a warrant to the auditor of the 


receipt of her majesty’s exchequer, requiring him. 
to make and pass debentures, for paying to 
such person or persons as is, are, or shall be, 
authorized to receive the same, the sum of 
9,3320. 3s. 4d. ¢. for one quaster, incurred upon 
the said several yearly sums therein mentioned, 
from Lady-day 1713 to Midsummer following ; 
and appointed the same to be satisfied out of 
the sum of 500,000/. appropriated by an act 
passed the then last session of parliament, for 
or tov.ards payment, of such debts and arrears 
as were therein mentioned ; and another warrant 
to the said auditor, to make and pass debentures 
for paying to the said queen, or to her treasurer 
or receiver, the sum of 2,500. for one quarter, 


num, from Lady-day 1713 to Midsummer then 
last past; and appointed the same to be satis- 
‘fied out of the suia of 500,000/. appropriated by 


an act passed the then Jast session of parhament, | 
_for or towards payment of such debts and arrears 


as were therein ntentioned : And the said Robert 
earl of Oxford and eat! Mortimer, on or about 
the 20th of July 1714, being then lord high 
treasurer of Great Britain and of her majesty’s 
privy council, baving corruptly and deceitfully, 
an further violation of his oath and his high 
trust, advised her late majesty to siga a warrant 
directing the payment of 1,000/. sterling to 
Daniel Arthur, esquire, for monies expended 
by him for her majesty’s special service; and 
the same being accordingly issued, and received 
by him the said Arthur out of her majesty’s 


\ 


\ 
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treasure; he the said Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer, being then also lord high trea« 
surer of Great Britain, did give private direction 
to the said Arthur, to pay the saidsum of 1,000/, 
to the said Abbot Gaultier, or to his use;, pur- 
‘suant to which direction,. the said Arthur did 
pay, or cause to be paw, the said sum of 1,000), 
to thesaid Abbot Gaultier, or to his.use; wheren 
by the said Robert earl of Oxford.and earl Mor- 
timer did most wickedly. betray the honour of 
: her late majesty and the imperial crown of these 
‘realms, in advising her, under colour of the said 

‘letters patents, and without the advice of her. 

. council or her perliament, to direct the issuing of 
the revenue provided by parliament for the sup- 

port of the honour and dignity of the crown, to fe 

_use and benefit of the open and avowed adherent, . 

of the Pretender; and did not only defraud her. | 

, majesty ofthe said sum of 1,000/. ; but did most 
‘ arbitrarily, illegally, and corruptly, advise the 

| embezzlement and misapplication of sa much 

of the said sum of 500,000/. in contempt and 
| defiance of the express appropriation of an act 
of parliament. 


; Arrrete V. 


“ That whereas, by the ancient and undoubte 
ed laws of this kingdom, no person, being ana- 
tural born subject of this realm, or within any — 
of the dominions thereunto belonging, and 
having committed and being under the guilt of 
high treason, ought to be received within this 
kingdom as a public minister, or with any 
character, from any foreign prince, state, or 
potentate; and whereas, some time in the year 
1713, one PatrickLilesh, stiling himself as come. 
monly known by the name of sir Patrick Lawe 
less, an Irish papist (who had served .with the 
late king James the second in the war in Iree 
land, against his late majesty king William the 
3, of ever glorious memory, had followed the 
said king James into France, and oontiiued ia 
the most open and avowed manner in his ine . 
terest and service, and in rebellion against his 
said majesty king William, and had bore high 
‘commissions, and had been in open arms against 
her late: majesty queen Anne, in the late war. 
in Spain) did come into this kingdom, and pre~ 
tended to have, and did take on himself, the 
character ofa minister, sent from Philip king 
of Spain to her late majesty, to treat of matters 
of the greatest importance to the honour and 
safety of her majesty and ber kingdoms; and. 
having given notice of the same to Rober 
earl of Oxford and. earl Mortimer, then lord 
high treasurer of Great Britain end of her ma- 
jesty’s privy council, and who then assumed ta 
himpelt the supreme direction in her majesty’s 
councils; he the said Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer was not only wanting in his 
duty to ber majesty, in not advising her majee- - 
ty against receiving and admitting the said 
Lilesh, alias Lawless, in the quality aforesaid ; 
but did, together with other false and evil.coune 
seliers, advise’ hes majesty to receive and ade 
mit him asa mioister from his said catholic 
majesty; and the said earl did presume free 


~ 


{ “ 


123] PARL. HISTORY, 1 Georcr I. 1715.—Further Articles of Impeachment [124 


quently to meet, confer, and negotiate, the 
most important affairs of the nation, with the 
said Lilesh alias Lawless, in the quality afore- 
said; and, the better to conceal his said illegal 
and dangerous measares from her said majesty, 
hethe said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer was privy 9, consenting, and ad- 
vising, that the said Lilesh, alias Lawless, should 
be intreduced to her said majesty, and should 
be received and treated by her ministers, under 
the false an@ discuised name of don Carlo 
Moro; and the House of Lords, some time in 
the month of April 1714, having notice of the 
said dangerous attempt of the said Lilesh, alias 
Lawless, on or about the ninth of the said month 
made an humble address to her majesty, “‘ That 
she would be graciously pleased to issue her 
royal proclamation, commanding all proper 
officers and mugistrates to make diligent search 
for, and to apprehend, all popish priests, and 
to put the laws in execution against them; and 
hkewise to inquire after and apprehend, all 
such persons as have served in arms against 
her majesty, or their late majestiesking William 
and queen Mary, and who were then within 
this kingdom, contrary to law, to the end that 
they might be brought to justice ;” which her 
majesty was graciously pleased to return an 
- answer to the effect following ; videlicet, * That 
“ she would give orders pursuant thereto ;’ anda 
proclamation did accordingly issue; and on 
the said ninth day of April, the House of Lords 
having under their consideration what further 
security could be provided for strengthening the 

Protestant Succession in the House of Hanover, 
' came to the following resolution, videlicet, 
‘ That no person being natural born subject of 
“ Great Britain, or within any of the dominions 
* thereunto belunging,and who having traiterous- 
‘ ly served against her majesty, ought to be re- 
* ceived as a public minister, or with any cha- 
‘racter, within this kingdom ;’ notwithstanding 


‘which, he the said Robert earl of Oxford and _ 


, earl Mortimer, having no regard to the safety 
of her majesty’s person, or to the security of the 
Protestant Succession, and setting himself in 
utter defiance, not only of the said advice and 
resolution of the House of Lords, but of her 
majesty’s assurances to that House of Parhament 
and of her royal authority and command by her 
proclamation under the great seal, instead of 
doing what in himlay to have apprehended and 
brought or causing the said Lilesh, alias Lawless, 
to be brought to justice, did afterwards, on or 


aboutthe 15th day of March 1714, most Wwicked-. 


Jy and treacherously advise her majesty to sign 
- @ warrant, directing the payment of 1,000/. 
sterling to Daniel Arthur esquire, for special 
services; which being accordingly issued, and 
received by the said Arthur, he the said earl did 
privately and corruptly direct the said Arthur 
to pay the same, and accordingly the said 
1000/. was paid: tu the use of the said Lilesh 
alias Lawless; and the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer did at other 
times, in a fictitious and soandalous manner, 
direct the payment of other considerable sums 


o 


of money out of her majesty’s treasure, to the 
said Lilesh, alias Lawless, which were accord - 
ingly paid to him; althouyh it was notorious, 
that the said Lilesh, alias Lawless, had not 
only traiterously served in arms against her 
majesty, but had been the minister or avent of 


the Pretender at the court of Madrid, and was. 


under strong suspicions of being sent into Eng- 
land, though under the pretences aloresaid, se- 
cretly to promote the interestot the Pretender 
in these kingdoms: by all which corrupt and 
evil counsels, he the said Robert earl of Ox- 
ford and eat! Mortimer did most basely and 
ungratefully expose the person of her sacred 


majesty, did what in him lay to enervate’ 


and render ineffectual the advice of parlia- 


ment, and her majesty’s most sulemn decla- 


rations, in a matter of the nearest eoncern 
to her majesty and her kingdoms; and, by 
cougtenancing inthe most corrupt and scan- 
dalous manner the secret emissaries of the Pre- 
tender, did greatly encourage his open adhe- 
rents, to the apparent danger of the Protestant 
Succession to the imperial crown of these 
realms, 


Anrricre VI, 


‘¢ That whereas her late majesty queen Anne, 
after several unsuccessful attempts, in conjunc- 
tion with her allies, to establish his present im- 
perial majesty on the throne of Spain, being 
informed that the people of Catalonia were in- 
clined to cast off the yoke impused upon them 
by the French, and return to the obedience of 
the house of Austria ;-and her majesty being 
desirous to maintain aud improve that good 
disposition in thein, and to induce them to put 
the same speedily in execution; did send 


Mitford Crow, esq. to them, with necessary 


powers and instructions to curry on so great a 
work, for the advantage of her service, and the 
good of the common cause, and, to tHat end, 
to treat withthe Catalans, or any other peo- 
ple of Spain, about their coming into the in- 
terest of King Charies the 3d, -his present im- 
perial majesty, and joining with her majesty 
and her allies against the common enemy : and 
her majesty, after her gracious assurances to 
assist them with men and money, was pleased 
to authorise hersaid minister to give. them her 
utmost assurances, to procure the establish- 
ment of all such rights and immunities as they 
had formerly enjoyed under the house of Aus- 
tria; and that, for their further satisfaction, 
she had sent for powers from king Charles the 
third, for confirming the same, and was will- 
ing to become guarantee that it should be 
done: nevertheless, on this express condition 
that they should receive the said king Charles 
as lawful king of Spain, and utterly renounce 
the house of Bourbon ; and, together with the 
said iastructions, her majesty was pleased to 
sign, and cause to be delivered to her said 
minister, credential letters, to the nobility, ma- 
gistrates, and all other officers, civil and mili- 
tary, of Catalonia, desiring them to depend on 


‘the promises he should make them inher name 5 


‘ 
i 
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and, in her majesty’s instructions to the earl of 


Peterborough and sir Cloudesley Shovell, in or 
about the month of May 1705, they-are or- 
dered to use their utmost endeavours to induce 
the Catalans to join with them in their under- 
taking ; and to assure them of her majesty’s 
support, and to promise them in the queen’s 
narve, that she would secure them a confirma- 
tion of their rights and privileges from the 
king of Spain, that they might be settled ona 
lasting foundation to them and their ,postcrity; 
and in case persuasion should not prevail, and 
the Catalans should not make a suitable return 
to those kind offers, they were ordered to annoy 
their towns on the coast of Spain, and to re- 
duce them by force : and in conformity to these 
iustructions, a manifesto,jor declaration, was 
prepared by the privity and advice of Robert 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, then one of 
her majesty’s principal secretaries of state, and 
. delivered to the said earl of Peterborough, full, 
on the one hand, of the assurances afore-men- 
tioned; and, on the other hand, of menaces to 
them, in case they declined her majesty’s over- 
cures ; which manifesto was afterwards pub- 
Jished by hin the said earl of Peterborough in 
Catalonia’: and whereas the nobility, clergy, 
and the whole principality of Catalonia, and 
the inhabitan's of the isle of Majorca, relyiag 
en the faith of those royal assurances, did ut- 
terly abandon the House of Bourbon, and ac- 
knowledged king Charles the 3d, bis present 
amperial majesty, for their lawful sovereign, and 
did join their arms with those of her majesty and 
her allies, against the duke of Anjou; and it 
haviug pleased Almighty God so far to bless 
her majesty’s pious and generous undertaking, 
as by most signal successes, in a short time, to 
deliver the principality of Catalonia from the 
heavy yuke of French bondage; and great 
supplies haviny been granted by parliament for 
the reducing the whole kingdom of Spain to 
the obedience of the house of Austria, the 
arms of her majesty and her allies were attend- 
ed with vast successes, having twice entered 
the capital city of that kingdom, and obtained 
many other signal conquests, to the great ad- 
vantage of the common cause; and through the 
whole progress thereof, the bravery and firm- 
ness of the Catalans being always remarkable, 
thereby, as well a3 from the repeated assurances 
given to ‘them, from time to time, in her ma- 
jesty’s name, by every general and minister 
sent from Great Brita to Spain, the hearts 
of that brave people were united under the 
strongest ties df atfection and gratitude to her 
Moajesty; and they were justly held in the 
strictest dependence onthe continuance of her 
royal protection ; he the said Robert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, ‘being an enemy to 
the common liberty of Europe, and having 
traiterousiy entered into conspiracies for sub- 
jecting the whole Spanish monarchy to ‘the 
House of Bourbon, and designing most malici-, 
ously the utter ruin and destruetion of the 
ancient rights, liberties, and privileges, of the 
Catalans, who had made so glorivus a stand for 
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the preservation of them, did, together with 
other false and evil counsellors, form a most 
dishonourable, wicked, and cruel contrivance, 
not only for abandoning the Catalans to the 
fury and revenge of the duke of Anjou and _ his: 
adherents, but for the final extirpation of alk 
their rights, liberties, and privileges; and, in 
execution. of that his intention, during the pri- 


‘vate, separate, and pernicious negotiation of 
| peace, which was carried on between him and 


the ministers of France, and before any negocia- 
tions of peace was set on foot in due form of law, 
tween the crowns of Great Britain and Syain, 
did advise her majesty to give directions to the 
lord Lexington, her ambassador to:the court of 
Spain, to acknowledge ‘the duke of Anjou 
king of Spain; but was greatly wanting in his 
duty to her majesty, in not advising her to give 
Instructions to her said minister, at the same 
time, peremptorily and absolutely to insist on 
the securing the Catalans liberties, at the con- 
clusion of the peace: And although the pri- 
vate, separate, and treacherous practices of 
him the said Robert ‘earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer and others, in combination with 
the ministers of France, did afterwards, on or | 
about the 14th of March 1713, necessitate his 
present imperial majesty to conclude a treaty 


for the evacuating Catalonia, whereof her ma- 


Jesty was guarantee, without any express and 
pee stipulations for the Catalans liberties ; 

is imperial majesty relying in that respect on 
her majesty’s declaration tu intérpose for them 
in the most effectual manner, and on the pro- 
mises of the French king to join his endeavours 
for the same purpose ; and although her sacred 
majesty did, boty beforé and after, frequently 
declare, by her ministers in Spain, ‘ That she 
thought herself under the stronvest tics of ho- 
nour and conscience, not to abandon a people, 
whom the necessities of the war had obliged 
her to draw into her interest ;” and though the 
French king did not join his endeavours tor the 
purposes aforesaid ; he the said Robert earl 
of Oxford and earl Mortimer, together with 
other false and wicked counsellors, having, 
from time to time, amused and deceived the 
distressed Catalans with groundless hopes of 
her majesty’s effectual interpositions in *their 
favour, thereby engaging them in a more obsti- 
nate defence of their territories against the 
duke’ of Anjou, was not only highly wanting in 
his duty to her-majestv, by not doing what in 
him lay, as a faithful mister, to have pre- 
vented the conclusion of the treaty of peace 
with Spain,till just and honourable conditions 
were secured for the Catalans ; but did, false- 
ly; maliciously, and treacherously advise her 
majesty to Conclude a peace with the king of 
Spain, without any security for the ancient and 
just rights, liberties, and privileges, of that 
brave, but unhappy nation; and did, further 
advise her majesty to send sir James Wishart, 
her admiral, with a large. squadron of men of 
war, ata great expense, to favour the said 
king of Spain in the siege of Barcelona, the ca- 
pital city of Catalonia; and with express ine 
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structions, “That in case the inhabitants 
of Majorca should refuse the terms that 
should be offered’ them by the duke of An- 
jou, to employ his squadron in coantenanc- 
ing and assisting all attempts that should 
be made for reducing them to a due obedi- 
ence ;” by which most vile and detestable 
counsels, her sacred majesty, contrary to her 
most pious intentions, the faith of nations, and 
the duties of religion and humanity itself, and 
contrary ta her solemn and repeated assurances, 
was prevailed on to abandon a distressed 
people, drawn in and engaged by her own in- 
vitation into an open war with the duke of 
Anjou, for the preservation of the liberties of 
Europe, and the commerce of Great Britain ; 
and the persons, estates, dignities, rights, liber- 
ties and privileges of the Catalans, were given 
up, as a sacrifice to the implacable resentment 
of their enraged and powerful enemy; and the 
honour of the British nation, always renowned 
for the love of liberty, and for giving protection 
to the assertors of it, was most basely prosti- 
tuted; and a free and generous people, the 
faithful and useful allies df this kingdom, were 
betrayed, in the most unparalleled manner, into 
irrevocable slavery; and in consequence of 
which most dishonourable and perfidious coun- 
‘ gels, the most execrable hostilities, burnings, 
and plunderings, were committed upon them 
throughout their whole province, without sparing 
the effusion of innocent blood, and, without the 
distinction of age or sex; and that unfortunate 
people were afterwards forced to undergo the 
utmost miseries of a siege, in their capital city 
of Barcelona; during which, great numbers of 
them perisbed by famine and the sword, many 
of them have since been executed ; and great 
numbers of the nobility of Catalonia, who, for 
their constancy and bravery in defence of their 
Jiberties, and for their services, in conjunction 
with her majesty and her allies, had, in all 
honour, justice, and conscience, the highest 
claim to her majesty’s protection, are now dis- 
persed jn dungeons throughout the Spavish 
dominions; and not only the Catalan liberties 
extirpated, but, by those. wicked. counsels of 
him the said Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, Catalonia itself is almost become 
desolate: all which crimes and misdemeanors 
were committed and done by him the said earl, 
against our latesovereign Jady the queen, her 
crown and dignity, the peace and interest of 
this kingdom, and in breach of the several 
trusts reposed in him the said earl ; atid he the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer 
was either commissioner of the treasury, or 
lord high treasurer of Great Britain, and one 
- of her majesty’s privy eouncil, during the time 
that all and every the crimes before set forth, 
were done and committed: for which matters and 
things the knights, citizens, and burgesses of the 
House of Commons in parliament assembled, 
do, in the name of themselves and of all the 
Commons of Great Britain, further impeach the 


said Robert ear! of Oxford and earl Mortimer of 


other high crimes and misdemeanors, in.the said 
Articles contained, | 


\ 
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“And the said Commons, by protestation 


saving to themselves the liberty of exhibiung, 
at any time hereafter, any other accusations 
or impeachments against the said earl: and 
also of replying to the answers which the said 
_ Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer shall 
make to the premises, or any of them, or to any 
impeachment or accusation that shall be by 
them exhibited, according to the course and 
proceedings of parliament; do pray, that the 
said Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer 
be put to answer all and every the premises ; 
and that such proceedings, examinations, trials, 
and judgments, may be upon them, and every 
of them, had and used, as shall be agreeable to 
law and justice.” 


* Mr. Walpole reports the Articles of Im- 
peachment against -Lord Bolingbroke.] Au-~ 
gust 4. Mr. Walpole from the Committee of 
Secrecy acquainted the House, that the Com- 
mittee had prepared Articles of Impeachment 
of high treason, and other high crimes and mis- 
dmeanors against Henry viscount Bolingbroke ; 
and that the committee had commanded him, at 


the same time, tu acquaint the House, that they 


shall, in a short time, have farther Articles to 
lay before the House against him; and that the 
Committee had directed him to report the 
Articles already prepared, to the House. Then 


Mr. Walpole read the Articles in his place, and 
afterwards delivered them in at the table, 
where they were once read, and then a second 
time, Article by Article, and upon the question 
severally put thereupon, agreed unto hy the 


House ; who ordered, That the said articles be 


engrossed; and that a clause be prepared, for 
saving liberty to the Commonsto exhibit any 
fartler Articles against the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke, and that he may be sequestered 
from parliament and committed tosafe custody. 


Mr. Walpole reportsthe Articles of Impeach- 


‘ment against the Duke of Ormond.] August 


5. Mr. R. Walpole, from the Committee of 


Secrecy, acquainted the House, that the Com- — 


mittee had prepared Articles of Impeachment 
of high treason, and other high crimes, and 
misdemeanours, against James duke of Or- 
mond, which they had directed him to report to 
the house. Then Mr. Walpole read the 
said Articles in bis place, and afterwards de- 
livered them in at the table, where they were 


once read; and afterwards a second time, 


Article by Article. 


Debate. thereon.| A motion being made, 
and the question put, That the House agree to 
the first Article, there arose a warm debate, in 
which a member said that the report of the 
Committee of Secrecy had begun to open his 
eyes; and that the duke of Ormond’s flight 
had fally convinced him, that the heads of the 
Tory party werea set of knaves and villains, 
who designed to have ruined their country, and 
made it a province of France. : | 

The lord Stanhope, * who spoke for the first 
eR Ca TD 


@ Afterwards carl of Chesterfield, - 


» 


/ 
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time, said, he never wished to spill the blood of 
any of his countrymen, much less the blood of 
any nobleman; but that he was persuaded, 
that the safety of his country required that 
examples should be- made of those who had 
betrayed it in so infamous a manner. : 
The lord Finch spoke also on the same side; 
and after some other speeches, the first Article 
was agreed to by a majority of 177 voices 
against 78; and then the other Articles, upon 
the question severally put thereupon, were also 
‘agreed unto by the House: after which it was 
ordered, That the said Articles be engrossed ; 


and that a clause be prepared for saving liberty 


to the Commons to exhibit any farther Articles 
against the said James duke of Ormond; and 
that he may be sequestered from parliament, 
and committed to safe custody. ~ 


Mr. Walpole ordered to’ carry up to the 
Lords the Articles against Lord Bolingbroke.] 
August 6. The engrossed Articles,’ against 
Henry viscount Bolingbroke, were read, after 
which it was ordered, 1. That Mr. R. Wal- 
pole do carry the said Articles,to the Lords; 
2. That he be directed, before he exhibits the 
said Articles to the Lords, to impeach Henry vis- 
count Bolingbroke to the effect following, viz. 

“ My lords; The Commons assembled in 
parliament, having ,received information of 
divers traiterous practices and designs of a great 


- peer of this House, Henry viscount Bolingbroke, 


have commanded me to impeach the said 
Henry viscount Bolingbroke of bigh treason, 


and other high crimes and misdemeanors; . 


and I do here, in their names, and in the names 


‘of all the Commons of Great Britain, impeach 


Henry viscount Bolingbroke of high treason, 
and other high crimes and misdemeanors, I 


am fyrther commanded, by the House of Com- 


mons, to pray and demand of your lordships 
that the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke may 
be sequestered from parliament, and forthwith 
committed to safe custody.” 


ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAIXST LornD 
Borrncsroce.] Accordingly the same day, 
Mr. Walpole, accompanicd by a great many 
members of the Elouse of Commons, at the bar 
ofthe House of Lords,impeached Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke as above. He further presented 
Articles of Impeachment of high treason, and 
other high crimes and misdemeanors, against 


the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke, in main-- 


tenance of the said charge. ‘Thesaid Articles 


were read, as follows ; . 


& ARTICLES of IMPEACIIMENT of High 
Treason and other High Crimes and Misde- 
meanors, against HENRY Visconnt BO- 
LINGBROKE. 


*¢ Whereas a treaty of alliance was made and 
eoncluded, on or about the 7th day of September 
1701, between Leopuld then emperor of Ger- 
many, his late majesty king William the third 
of ever-glorious memory, and their high mighti-. 
gesses the States Geueral of the United Pro- 

Vou. VIL 
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vinces, for repelling the greatness of the come 
mon danger which threatened all Europe, from 
the duke of Anjou’s having taken possession of 
the monarchy of Spain; wherein it was, among 
other things, agreed, ‘ That, in case the sai 

‘ confederates shall be forced to enter into a 
‘ war, they shall communicate theirdesigns to 
‘ one another, as well in relation to the actions. 
‘of the war, as all other things wherein the 


‘ common cause is concerned : and thatit shall . 


“not be permitted to either party, when the 
‘ war is once begun, to treat of peace with the 
‘enemy, poless jointly and bya communication 
‘of counsels :’”* And, in and by a defensive 
treaty and alliance, made and concluded in 
or about the monthof November 1701 between 
his said late majesty king William the third and 
the States General, it was, arhong other things, 
expressly agreed, ‘ That when the war is be- 


‘ gun, the said confederates shall act in concert — 


‘according te the 7th and 8th articles of the 
‘treaty of the Sd of March 1677-8, between 
‘ Evgland and Holland ; and that no peace nor 
‘ truce or suspension of arms shall benegotiated 
“or made, but according to the 9thand 10th 
“articles of that treaty; by which it was 
‘agreed, that when the allies came once to 


‘open war, it shall be lawful for neither of 


‘ them afterwards to come to any cessation of. 
‘ arms with him who shall be declared and pro- 
‘claimed an enemv, without it being done 
‘ conjomtly and with common consent; and 
‘ that no negotiation of peace shall be set on 
‘ foot by one of the allies without the concurs 


‘rence of the other: and that each ally shall. 


* continually, and from time to time, impart to 


‘ the other every thing that passes in the said- 


‘ negotiation :’ And, in and by a treaty centered 


into and concluded in or about the month of | 


June 1703, between her late majesty queen 
Anne, of ever-biessed memory, and the States 


General, it was, among other things, agreed, | 


‘that all treaties and alliances then subsisting 
‘ between them should be renewed and. con- 
‘firmed :?.And whereas a long, bloody, and 
expensive war had been carried on, by her 
late majesty, in conjunction with her said allies 
and other confederate princes, against France 
and Spain, as well in resentment of the indig- 
nity offered to these kingdoms, by their having 


acknowledged the Pretender king of these — 


realms, as for obtaining a just satisfaction to 
his imperial majesty, and for the preservation 
of the protestant religion, and the balance and 
liverties of Europe; and from the great suce 
cesses with which it bad pleased Almighty God. 
to bless the confederate arms, they had just 
reason to hope fur ao honourable, good, sefe, 
and lasting peace ; and although the French 
king was encouraged, in or about: the month 


| of April 1711, to make propositions of peace 


to her late majesty, signed by M. de Torcy, his 
Secretary of State, which her said majesty 
having pleased to communicate to the ministers 
of the States General ;She did however graciously 
declare, by Henry viscount Bolingbroke, then 
oo St, John esquire and ove of ber pria: 


~ 


N 


- 


“ 
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eipal Secretaries of State, her sentiments to 
them, ‘ that the said propositions were too ge- 
“neral ;’ and, at the same time, the said vis- 
count did, in her majesty’s name, and by her 


‘_ special command, give them her utmost and 


most solemn assurances, § That in making 
‘ peace, as in making war, she would act in 
‘ perfect concert with them ;’ in which sen- 
timents the States concurring with her ma- 
jesty’s reeiprocal assurances of mutual confi- 
dence, so necessary to prevent the designs of 
the enemy, was returned by them to her ma- 
jesty ; notwithstanding which, 


ARTICLE I. 


“ He the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke, 
then being one of her majesty’s principal Se-- 
cretaries of State, and of her mest honourable 


_ privy council ; but having entered into a most 


treacherous confederacy with toe ministers and 
emissaries of France, to frustrate the just hopes 


- and expectations of her majesty and her people, 


by disuoiting the confederacy atthe most cri- 
tical juncture, when they were ready to reap 
the fruits of so many triumphs over the com 
mon enemy ; and most wickedly intending, as 
far as in him lay, to enable the French king, 
-$0 exhausted and vanquished as he had becn 
on all occasions, to carry his designs, by a 
peace glorious to him, and to the ruin of the 
victorious allies, and the destruction of the 
liberties of all Europe ; and having no regard 
te the solemn treaties her majesty then stood 


- engaged in, nor to the honour or satety of these 


kingdoms; did, in or about the month of July 
or August in the year of our Lord 1711, mali- 
ciously and wickedly, form a most treacherous 
end pernicious contrivance and contcderacy, 
with other evil-dispused persons, then also of 
her: majesty’s privy council, to set on foota 
private, separate, dishonourable, and destruc- 
tive negotiation of peace between Great Bri- 
tain and France, without any communication 
thereof to her majesty’s allies, according to 


~their said several treatics ;: and was not only 


wanting in his duty and trust to- her majesty, 
by not opposing, ard, as far as was ic his power, 
by not advising her majesty against going into 
aay private separate negotiation with France ; 


- but, in execution of his purposes aforesaid, he 


the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke did ad- 
vise her late majesty to send Matthew Prior, 
esquire, directly to the court of France, to make 
propositions of peace, without communicating 
the same to her majesty’s allies; and accord- 
ingly the said Matthew Privr, by the advice and 
with the privity of him the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke and other false and evil counsel- 
lors, in or about the months of July or August 
in the year of our Lord 1711, was sent-ina 
clandestine manner from England to France, 


end did communicate the said propositions” 


of peace to the ministers of France ; in which 
the particular interests of Great Britain, as well 
as the common interest of Europe, were 
shamefully betrayed ; and, in manifestation of 
his said design to exclude her majesty’s allies 
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from their just share in the said nezotiation, 
an express article was inserted in the said pro= 
positions, by the privity and advice of him the 
said Henry viscount Bolingbroke, * that the 
“secret should be inviolably kept, till allowed 
“to be divulged by the mutual consent of botla 
‘ parties ;’ aire the French king had, in the 
propositions signed by M. de Torcy, and trans 
mitted in the month of April preceding, offered 
to treat wich the plenipotentiaries of England 
and Holland alone, ‘or Jointly with those of the 
allies, at the choice of England; by which 
treacherous and dangerous advice, he the said 
Henry viscount Bolingbroke did not only cone 
trive and set on foot a negotiation of peace, 
more advanteceous to France than ever France 
itself had asked; but thereby did pnt it into 
the power of the common enewy, to create in 
curable jealousies and diecords between her 
majesty and her faithful ailies, and to destroy 
that confidence which had so long and so suc- 
cessfully been cultivated between them, and 
which was so necessary for their common 
safety. | 
Anrticze ITI. . 

“That the French king having, in or about 
the months of August or September 1711, with 
the privity, and by thecontrivanee, of the said 
viscount Bolingbroke and others, sent over 
M. Mesnager into England, to carryon a sepa 
rate and clandestine negociation of peace; he 
the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke did after 


wards, in the said month of September 1711, . 


or thereabouts, secretly and unlawfully, and 
without any colour. of authority, meet, confer, 
and treat with, the said Sieur Mesnayer, on the 


‘hegociations of peace between Great Britain 


and France: and therein did advise ard pro- 
mote the making a private and separate treaty 
or eonvention on the said subject of peace be- 
tween the said crowns, without any communi- 
cation thereof to her majesty’s allies ; and the 
said ILenry viscount Bolingbroke did afterwards 


in violation of his oath and high trust, falsely 


and treachcrously advise her late majesty 
to sizn powers to several persons, for con- 
cluding, cn her bchalf,a pernicious and destruc- 


tive treaty, or convention, on the said subject | 


of peace with France; and, onor about the said 
27th of September1711,a dishonourable,destruc= 
tire, and fatal treaty or convention was 
concluded and signed, by the said Sieur Mese 
naver onthe part of France, and bythe earl 
of Dartmouth and .the said viscount, being 
then two of her majesty’s principal secretaries 
of state and of her privy council, on the part of 
her majesty, byvirtue only of a warrant under 
her majesty’s sign manual under the signet, di- 
rected to themselves, but not countersigned, 
and without the least knowledge or participa 
tion of the allies; in which treaty, the im- 


mediate interests of Great Britain are given ‘ 


up to France ; and, the duke of Anjou being 
therein admitted to remain king of Spain, the 
balance of power andthe liberties of Europe 
were thrown into the hands of the house of 
Bourbon. 7 ‘ 
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ARTICLE Ill. | 3 Arties IV. | 2 


. 


\ 
: 
4 
‘A 


4 


«‘ That whereas her late majesty Queen Anne 
did, in orabout the month of December 1711, m 
due form of law, under her great seal, constitute 
the right reverend John lord bishop of Bristol 
and Thomas earl-of Strafford her plenipoten- 


«¢ That whereas her late majesty queen Anne 
did, on or.about the first of October 1711, O. 
S. give instructions to Thomas zarl of Strafford 
her ambassador to the States General of the 
United Provinces, to comnaunicate to them cer- 
tain. propositions of peace, which had heen 
contrived and concerted between the said Sieur 
Mesnager and the said viscount and others, 
intituled, “ Prelimiuary Articles on the part of 
France, to come to a general peace, together 
with her majesty’s sentiments and resolutions 
thereupon ; and also her majesty’s_ further and 
particular resolutions concerning the prosecu- 
tion and carrying on the war against France 

-and Spain, in case the States were desirous to 
carry on the said war :” And whereas, for se- 
veral years before, and till the said month of 
October 1711, there was open war between her 
late majesty and the French king; and, the said 
war continuing, for all the said time and after- 
wards, the French king and his subjects were 
enemies to her late majesty; he the said Henry 
viscount Bolingbroke, being then one of her 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state and one 
of her majesty’s privy council, and a subject of 
her said majesty, not considering the duty of 
his allegiance, but having altogether withdrawn 
the cordial love, and true and due obedience, 
which every true and faithful sul,ject owned to 
her said majesty, and designing to give aid and 
succour and to adhere to the said French king 
against her said majesty ; did, on or about the 
3d of October 1711, during the said war, falsely, 
-wickedly, maliciously, and traitorously, aid, help 
assist, and adhere to, the said French king, and 
his subjects, enemies to her said late majesty, 
.against her said late majesty; and, in execution 
and performance of his said aiding, assisting, 
and adhering, he did, on or about the 2d of Oc- 
tober 1711, falsely, maliciously, and traiter- 
ously, disclose and communicate her majesty’s 
said instructions to her said ambassador ; and 
was privy to, and did advise, consent, or ap- 
prove, that the same should be, and accordingly 
-the same were, communicated and disclosed to 
the said Sieur Mesnager, a subject of the said 
French king, and an enemy to her late majesty : 
and, in further execution and performance of 
his said aiding, assisting, and. adhering, he the 
said Henry viscourt Bolingbtoke did, in and 
by a letter, or writing, by him, wrote to M. de 

orcy, on or about the said 2d day of October 
1711, disclose, communicate, and notify, or did 
intend to notify, to M. de Torcy, a subject, mi- 
nister, and secretary to the French king, and 
an enemy to her late majesty, “* That the said 
Sieur Mesnager, was fally informed of her ma- 
tg eas : a 

Jesty’s said instructions to the earl of Strafford ; 
thereby. falsely, maliciously, and traiterously, in- 
forming and advising the sai¢ M. de Torcy, 
from what person, and by what means, he might 
‘come to the knowledge of lrer majesty’s said in- 
structions, contrary to the duty of his allegi- 

nace end the laws and statutes of this realm. 


a 


meet, treat, and conclude, with the plenipoter- 
tiaries of her allies, and those whom the 'rench 
king should on his part depute for that pur- 
pose, the conditions of a good and general 
peace ; and whereas his imperial majesty, their 
high mightinesses the States General of the 
United Provinces, and other her majesty’s al- 


ted and appointed their several and_ respective 
plenipotentiaries,for the purposes aforesaid, the 
negociations and conferences for a general 
peace were opened between them, at Utrecht, 
about the months of January er February 1711, 


1711, and afterwards: and whereas, on the said 
4th day of March 1711, there was open war 


and the same having continued for several 
years before,and at the same time and after- 
wards: the said French king and his subjects 
were during all the said time enemies to her'said 
majesty and her subjects ; he-the said Henry 
viscount Bolingbroke, ‘then being one of her 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state, and ofher 
privy council, and a subject ofher said majesty, 
not considering the duty of his allegiance, but 
having withdrawn his duty and obedience from 
her said majesty, and conspiring and confederat- 


the subjects of the said French king, to give 
‘him aid and succour against her said majesty, 
did, on or about the said 4th day af March 
1711, falsely, wickedly,. and  traiterously, 
aid, comfort, assist, and adhere ta, the said 
French king, against her said majesty; and 
in execution and performance of his said aid- 
ing, assisting, and adhering, he the said viscount 
did, on or about the said 4th of March 1711, 
falsely, maliciously, and traiterously, commu- 
nicate and disclose her said majesty’s then final 


to the said negociations of peace ; or was privy 
to, and did advise and consent and approve 
thatthe same should be, and accordingly the 
same were, communicated and disclosed to 
Abbot Gaultier, an agent and emissary of the 


did, by aletter, or writing, wrote by himself, on 
or about the said 4th of March, falsely, malici- 
ously, and traiterously, disclose, communicate, 
and notify, or did intend thereby to communicate 


tary ofstate, and subject of the said French 
king, ard an enemy of hersaid majesty, That 
the said Gaultier was informed of her majesty’s 
_| said instructions to her said pleuipotentiaries ;” 


‘ ; 


A 


and the same continued till the 4th of March 


ing with the enemies of her said majesty, and. 


said French king, and an enemy of her said ma- 
jesty ; and, in further execution and perform- _ 
ance of his said aiding, assisting, and adher- | 
ing, he the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke. 


tiaries, with full powers and instructions, to 


lies, and the French king, having duly constitu. _ | 


between her late majesty and the French king, ~ 


/ 


instructions to her said plenipotentiaries,relating « 


and notify, to M. de Torcy, a minister, secre~ 
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thereby falsely and traiterously informing and 
advising the saxl M. de Torcy by what means, 
and from what persons, he might have the know- 
ledge of her majesty’s said instructions, contrary 
to the duty of his allegiance, and the laws and 
statutes of this realm. 


ARTICLE V. 

«¢ That whereas the States General of the 
United Provinces were, in or about the months 
of September or October in the year of our 
Lord 1712, in possession of the strong and im- 
portant town and fortress of Tournay; and 
whereas the French king had, during the course 
of the said private, separate, and traiterous ne- 

otiation between him the said Heury viscount 
lingbroke and others, and the ministers of 
France, signified his consent to the ministers of 
Great Britain, that the said town and fortress 
of Tournay should remain te the said States Ge- 
neral as part oftheir barrier; and whereas her 
majesty, in her instructions of December the 
23d 1711, to her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, 
had expressly directed them to insist with the 
plevipoteatiaries of France, in the general con- 
gress, ‘* That, towards forming a sufficient bar- 


_ rier for the States General, Tournay should re- 


main to their High Mightinesses ;” and did af- 
terwards declare herself conformably thereto, 
in a speech to both Houses of Parliament, on 
the 6th of June 1712, in which she communi- 
cated tothem the terms whereon a peace might 
be made, and whereas, for several years before 


-and till the said months of September and Oc- 


tober in the year of our Lord 1712, there was 
op war between her late majesty and the 

rench king, and, the said war continuing, for 
all the said time and afterwards, the said French 
king and his subjects were enemies to her ma- 
jesty ; he the said Menry viscount Bolingbroke, 
then being one of her majesty’s principal secre- 
taries of state and of her privy council, and a 
subject of her said majesty, not considering the 


duty of his allegiance, but having altogether 


withdrawn the cordial love and true and due 
obedience which every true and faithful subject 
owed to her said majesty, and designing to 
give aid and succour and to adhere to the said 
French king, against her said majesty, did, in 
or about the months of September or October 
1712, during the said war, falsely, maliciously, 
wickedly, and traiterously, aid, help, and assist, 
and adhere to,the said French king, then an ene- 
my to her late majesty, against her said majesty : 
and, in execution-and performance of the said 
aiding, assisting, and adhering, maliciously, 
falsely, and traiterously, did counsel arid advise 
the said enemy, in what manner, and by what 
methods, the said important town and fortress 
of Tournay, then in possession of the States 
‘General, might be gained from them to the 
French king, contrary to the duty of his allegi- 
ance, and the laws and statutes of this realin. 


Articre VI. 

«¢ That whereas herlate majesty queen Anne, 
not only in pursuance of the treaties she stood 
engaged in to her good allies, and in particular 

7 9 i. ; 


to his imperial majesty, for the recovery of the 
monarchy of Spain to the House of Austria, 
thereby to preserve a due balance of power in 
Europe: but also trom her just resentments 
against the duke of Anjou, who then stiled 
himselfking of Spain,and who, in defiance of 
her majesty’s title to the crown, had acknow- 
ledged the Pretender as king of Great Britain, 
and, on these just foundations, ber majesty 
had, in vindication of the honour ofthe crown, 
and injustice to her people, at a vast expence 
of blood and treasure, and on the earnest and 
repeated advices ‘uf her parliament, prosecu~ 
ted a vigorous war against the said duke of 
Anjou; and whereas, in the years of our 
Lord 1710, 1711, and 1712, the said open, 
bloody, and expensive war was carried on, be- 
tween her said late majesty queen Annc and the 
said duke of Anjou; and, during all the ume 
aforesaid, the said war did continue, and for all 
that time the said duke of Anjou and the sub- 
jects of Spain adhering to him were enemies 
of her late majesty; he the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke, then being one of her majesty’s 
principal secretaries of state: and of her privy 
council, and a subject of her said ntajesty, not 
considering the duty of hisallegiance, but having 
withdrawn his true obedience from hersaid late 
majesty, did at several times, in the years of 
our Lord 1710, 1711, and 1712, falsely, malici- 
ously, wickedly, and traiterously, aid, help, and 
assist, and adhere to the said duke of Anjou, 
then an enemy to her said late majesty, against 
her said majesty; and in execution and per~ 
formance of his said aiding, helping and assist- 


ing, and adhering, and in coptederacy and com= 


bination with the then enemies of her late ma- 
jesty, and with divers other wicked and evil- 
disposed persons, did, at several times, in the 
years aforesaid advise and counsel the enemies 
of her latemajesty against her said majesty ; 
and, in such counselling and advising, did con- 
cert with them, and did promote the yielding. 


and giving up Spain and the West-Indies ~ 


or some part thereof, to the said duke of Anjou 
then in emnity with her majesty, against the 
duty of his allegiance, and the laws and statutes 
of this realm. 

‘¢ All which crimes and’ misdemeanors were 
committed and done by him the said Henry 
viscount Bolingbroke, against our late sovereign 
lady the queen, her crown and dignity, the 

eace and interest of this kingdom, and in 
breach of the several trusts reposed in him 
the said viscount; and he the said Henry vis- 
count Bolingbroke was one of her majesty’s 
principal secretaries of state, and one af her 
privy council, during the time that all and every 
the crimes before set forth were done and com- 
mitted: for which matters and things, the 
knights, citizens, and burgesses of the House of 
Commons, in parliament assembled, do, in the 
name of themselves and of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, impeach the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke of high treason, and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors, in the said Articles 
contained, ; 


‘ 


. 


ry - 
“ 


>) 


_ 


- 
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« And the said Commons, by protestation, 
saving to themselves the liberty of exhibiting, 


at any time hereafter, any other accusations or |, 


impeachments against the said Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke, and also of replying to the answers 
which the said Henry viscount Bolingbroke shall 
make to the-premises, or any of them, or to any 
impeachment or accusation that shall be by 
them exhibited, according to the course and 
proceedings of parliament; do pray, that the 
said Henry viscount Bolingbroke be put to 
answer all and every the premises; and that 
such proceedings, examinations, trials, and 
judgments, may be upon them, and every of 
them, had and used, as shall be agreeable to 
law and justice: and they do further pray and 
demand, that the said‘ Henry viscount Boling- 
broke may be sequestered from parliament, and 
forthwith committed to safe custody.” 


Lord Boling broke being fled, is attainted of High 
Treason.| ‘Lhe same day the Lords sent a mes- 
sage to acquaint the Commons, that their lord- 
ships had ordered Henry viscount Bolingbroke 
to be forthwith attached, by the gentleman 
usher of the black-rod, attending the House of 
Lords, aad Lrought to their Jordsbips bar, to 
answer the Articles exhibited against him by the 
House of Commons.: but the lord Bolingbroke 
had long before retired into France Hereupon 
the Commons ordered a bill to he brought in to 
summon Henry viscount Bolingbroke to render 
himself to justice by a day therein to be limited, 
or, in default thereof, to attaint him of high 
treason. 


ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST THE 
Du«eor Onmonp.] Aug. 8. The engrossed Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment against the duke of Or- 
mond being read, Mr. Secretary Stanhope at- 
tended the bar of the House of Lords, where h 
addressed their lordships as follows : | 


“© My Lords s—The Commons in Parliament 
assembled, having received information of divers 
traiterous practices and designs of a great peer 
of this House, James duke of Ormond, have 


crimes and misdemeanors: andI do here, in their 
names, and in the names of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, impeach the said James duke of 
Ormond of high treason, and other high crimes 
‘and misdemeanors.—And I am further com- 
manded by the House of Commons, to pray and 
demand of your lordships, that the said James 
duke of Ormond may be sequestered from 
Parliament, and forthwith committed to safe 
custody.” | ‘ 


He further presented Articles of Impeach- 
ment of high treason, and other high crimes and 
misdemeanors, against the said James duke of 
Ormond, in maintenance of the said charge. 
The said Articles were read, as follows: 


J 
y 
] 
y 
commanded me to impeach the said James dyke. 
of Ormond of high treason, and other high 


i) 
~ 


ARTICLES or IMPEACHMENT of High 
Treason, and of other High Crimes and . 
Misdemeanors, against JAMES Duke of 
ORMOND. 7 | 


ARTICLE I. 


“‘ 'Fhat whereas James duke of Ormond, in 
or about the month of April 1712, being ap- 
pointed general of the forces in the Netherlands 
of her late majesty queen Anne, with orders to 
prosecute the war against France with all pos- 
sible vigour, in conjunction with her said majes- 
ty’s allies ; and having, by her said majesty’s 
directions, and in her name, given her said al- 
lies the most solemn assurances to that purpose, 
was thereupon admitted into the councils, and 
made privy to the must secret designs, of the 
generals of the confederate army against the ° 
common .enemy, and of the measures they 
thought the most proper to carry on the war 
with success: and whereas, in the said -year 
1712, the said war was carried on between her 
said late majesty queen Anne and the said 
French king; and during all the said war did 
continue, and for all that time the said French 
king and his subjects were enemies of her late 
majesty, he the said James duke of Ormond, 
then general of her majesty’s army, and a sub- 
ject of her majesty, not considering the duty of 


his allegiance, but having withdrawn his true 
and due obedience from her said late-majesty, 
and affection from his country, did, during the 
said war, falsely, maliciously, wickedly, and 
traiterously, aid, help, assist and adhere to, the 
said French king, against her said late majes- 
ty; and, in execution of his said aiding, help- 
ing, assisting, and adhering, maliciously, falsely, 
and traiterously, contrary to the duty of his 
allegiance and the.laws and statutes of this - 
realm, did, on or about the 26th day of May 
1712, send private intelligence and information 
to marshal Villars, then an enemy to her said 
late majesty, and general of the French king’s - 
army against her majesty and her allies, of a 
march the army of her said majesty and of her 
allies was then’ going to make, and of the de- 
sign of the said army in making that march. 


ARTICLE II. 


“ That whereas, in or about the month of 
May 1712, a traiterous design was carried 
on between Henry St. John esquire, then one 
of her said late majesty’s principal secretaries 
of state, and: other evil-disposed persons, and 
the ministers of France, to defeat the just exe . 
pectation of the great advantages over the com= 

mon enemy her majesty and the nation had 

then reason to hope four, from the great supe- 
rlority of the confederate forces in the Nether- 
lands ; to obtain which, very large sums of mo~- 

ney had been cheerfully contributed. by par- 

liament: and, to thatend the said Henry St. 

John had given secret assurances to the French 

ministers, ‘That her majesty’s general in -the 

‘Netherlandsy though under the most solemn 

‘engagements to act vigorously in concert 


eo 
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¢ with the allies, should not act against France ;’ 
and had also engaged the said duke of Orinond 
to concur in the said wicked purpose; which 
evil practices of the said Henry St. John and 


others, when they were first saspected, giving 


the greatest alarm to the ministers of the allies, 
the parliament, and to the whole kingdom, ana 
being thereupon openly disavowed and denied 
by all the conspirators in the most public 
manner ; he the said James duke of Ormond, in 
order to disguise and conceal from her said late 
majesty and the whole kingdom the said traiter- 
ous designs, then carrying on by the said Henry 
St. John and other false traitors to her majesty 
and their country, in aid and comfort of the 
French king, then in open war with, and an 
enemy of her said majesty, did, by his letter of 
the 25th of May 1712,to the said Henry St. 
John, then her majesty’s principal secretary of 
state, called his public letter, because prepared 
and intended to be read before her said majesty 
and her council, wickedly, falsely and treacher- 
ously, abuse and impose upon her said late ma- 
- jesty and her council, by affirming and declaring 
therein, ‘ Thar, if he found an opportunity to 
“bring the enemy to a battle, he should not 
“ decline it ;’ although, by a private letter writ 
by the said James duke of Ormond, of the 
same date, and to the said Henry St. John, de- 
signed to be read by the said Henry St. John 
and the said cunspirators only, he the said 
James duke of Ormond, did on the contrary, 
wickedly promise and engage, * That he would 
* not attack or molest the French army, or en- 
‘ gage in any siege against France.’ 


" Arricce IIT. 
‘That he the said James duke of Ormond, 


in or about the month of June 1712, being at 


that time general of her majesty’s forces against 
France, and a subject of her said majesty, not 
considering the duty of his allegiance, but hav- 
dng altogether withdrawn the cordial love and 
due obedience which every faithful subject 
owed to her said majesty, and devoting himself 
to the service of France, and designing to give 
aid and comfort to the French king and his sab- 
jects, then in open war with, and enemies to 
her said late majesty, in violation of the many 
treaties of alliance between Great Britain and 
several other princes and states, for carrying on 
the war against France, and of the said late 
queen’s instructions to him, on or about the 7th 
of April 1712, under the sign manual; in pur- 
suance thereof, and of the solemn declarations 
- he bad but latcly before, by her said majesty’s 
ommand, and in her name, made to the pen- 
sionary of Holland and the generals of the con- 
federate army, to push on the war with all pos- 
fille vigour; and also in open and manifest 
violation of the last orders sent to him in a let- 
ter from the said Ilenry St. John, on or about 
. the 7th of June 1713, whereby he the said 
James duke of Ormond was directed, ‘ To make 
* no cessation of arms with the French, unless 
* the articles demanded by her majesty, and ex- 
* pressly mentioned and set -down in the said 
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‘letter, as the conditions for the said cessation, 
‘should be complied wath by France ;’ and 
whereby he the said James duke of Ormond 
was likewise further expressly directed and told, 
‘ That in case the conditions therein mentioned 
‘were pot complied with by France, that then 
* he was entireiy free from restraint, and at lic 
‘berty to take all reasonable measures in his 
‘ power for annoying the enemy, and at full ke 
‘ berty of acting against France ;’ did, on er 
about the 25th of June, aforesaid, falsely, ma- 
liciously, wickedly, and traiterously, aid, help, 
assist, and adhere to the French king, againse 
her said late majesty, and then in open war 
with her majesty ; and, in execution of his said.. 
aiding, helping, assisting, and adhering, and 
iN pursuance of a wicked promise he had se- 
cretly made the same day to marshal Villars, 
general of the French army, to that purpose, 
maliciously, falsely, and traiterously, contrary 
to the duty of his allegiance and the laws and 
statutes of this realm, did advise, and endea- 
vour to persuade, the generals of the conte- 
derate army against France, and the deputies 
of the States General, to raise the siege of Ques- 
noy, a French town then besieged by them ; 
and did then further, traiterously and wickedly, 
refuse to act any longer against France; and 
then also, traiterously and wickedly, told the 
said generals of the said confederate forces, and 
the said States deputies, ‘ That he could no 


‘longer cover the siege of Quesnoy ; but was 


€ obliged, by his instructions, to march off with 

‘ the quecn’s troops, and those in her majesty’s . 
‘ pay :’ Whereas in truth, and the Commons ex- 
pressly charge, That he the said James duke of 
Ormond did traiterously and wickedly make 
the said declaration, and refused to act against 
France, in manifest contradiction not only to 

his said original orders, but also of the said letter 
to him of the 7th of June from the said Henry 

St. John $ since none of the articles demanded 
by her majesty for a cessation of arms, and ex- 
pressed in the said letter to be the conditions 
without which no cessation of arms was to be . 
made, had been complied with by France. 

And, in further execution of his said traiterous 

designs, he the said James duke of Ormond, 
by aletter to the said marshal Villars on the 

25th of June afaresaid, did traiterously and 

wickedly send intelligence to the said marshal 

Villars of the beforementioned passages between 

him the said James duke of Ormond, and the 

generals of the confederate army and the States 

Deputies, and how his propositions were receiv- 

ed by them ; and also of the disposition he ob- 

served in the foreign troops to adhere to the said 

confederates, in case of a separation by the 

treops of Great Britain. 


-Articre IV. 


“ That he the said James duke of Ormoad 
did not only wickedly and falsely affirm to the 
generals of the confederate army and the States 
deputies, ‘ That his said refusal to act any 


© longer against France, and to cover the siege 


‘of Quesnoy, was in purguance of instructions 


4 
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©he had received for that purpose ;” but also, 
to induce the said generals of the confederate 
army and the States deputies to comply with 
his proposal to them to abandon the siege: 
he the said James duke of Ormend did wick- 
edly represent their compliance therein as 
the most effectual way to induce her said late 
majesty to take care of the said confederates 
interest at the peace; whereby he the said 
James duke of Ormond did, in effect, threaten 
her said majesty’s good friends and allies, * That, 
‘ unless they would dishonourably abandon an 
‘ enterprise undertaken by common consent, 
‘ and thereby save a strong fortress anda nu- 
* merous garrison of the enemy, they were not 
‘ to expect that her majesty wouid take care of 
‘ their interests at the general peace.’ 


ARTICLE V. 


' € That he the said Janes duke of Ormond 
having received a letter, dated on or about the 
14th of July 1712, from the said marshal Vil+ 
lars the French general, desiring ‘To be in- 
* formed what troops remained in the confeder- 
“ ate army, or what troops and generals marched 

-* off from them with him ‘the said duke: and 
* declaring, at the same time, that the reason of 
* that inquiry was in order to fall upon and .at- 
“tack the said confederate army ;’ he the said 
James duke of Ormond, on or about the 16th 

day of July 1712, did, traiterously, and wickedly, 

' contrary to the duty of a true and faithful sub- 

ject, and contrary to his allegiance and the laws 
and statutes of this realm, aid, help, assist, and 
adhere to, the said French king and his subjects, 
against her said iate majesty, and then in open 
war with, and enemies to, her said late majesty ; 
and, in execution of his said aiding, helping, 
assisting, and adhering, he the said James duke 
of Ormond on or about the said 16th day of July 

1712, did traiterously send secret intelligence 

to the said marshal Villars, the general of the 

French army, of the number of the troops that 

had left the said confederate army, and also of 
the march the said confederate army had that 

morning made. a 

Artic.e VI. 


‘And whereas he the said James duke of 
Ormond had received advice. that the States 
General, in w about the month of October 
1712, had formed a design to surprise and take 
the towns of Newport and Furnes, or one of 
them, then in the possession ofthe French king: 
that he the said James duke of Ormond, intend- 
mg to strengthen the hands of the common 
enemy, by defeating the said enterprise, did, on 
orabout the 21st day of October 1712, in a 
letter to the said Henry St. John, then viscount 
Bolingbroke, wickedly and basely suggest to 
and advise her said late majesty to send secret 
intelligence of, and to betray, the said counsels 


end designs of her good and faithful allies the. 


States General, to the French king, then in the 
war with, and an enemy to, her majesty; and. 
did farther wickedly and shamefully suggest the 
sagans of putting the said treachery 1n exccution, 


\, 


~ 


} 


hy giving private intelligence of the design to - 
the said marshal Villars, All which erimes and 


misdemeanors were committed and done by him 
the said James duke of Ormond, against our 
late sovereign lady the queen, her crown and 
dignity, the peace and interest of this kingdom 
and jn breach of the several trusts reposed in 
him the said duke ; and he the said James duke- 
of Ormond was general of her majesty’s forces 
in the Netherlands, and one of her privy coun- 
cil, during the time that all and every the crimes 
before set forth were done and committed : for 
which mattersand things, the knights, citizens, 
and burgesses of the House of Commons, in 
parliament assembled, do, in the name of them- 
selves and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
impeach the said James duke of. Ormond of 


‘high treason, and other high crimes and misde- 


meanors, in the said Articles contained. 

‘¢ And the said Commons, by protestation 
saving to themselves the liberty of exhibiting, 
at any time hereafter, any other accusations or 
impeachments against the. said James duke of 


Ormond, and of replying to the answers which 


the said James duke of Ormond shall make 
to the premises, ar any of them, or to any im- 
peachment or accusation that shall be by them 
exhibited, according to the course and pro= 


ceedings of parliament ; do pray, that the said . 


James duke of Ormond be put to answer ali 
and every the premises ; and that such pro- 
ceedings, examinations, trials, and judgments, 
may be upon them, and every of them, had 
and used, as shall be agreeable to law and jus- 
tice. And they do further pray and demand, 
that the said James duke of Ormond may be 
sequestered from parliament, and forthwith 
committed to safe custody.” 


The Duke of Ormond being gone off is also’ 


attainted.| But. the duke of Ormond on the 
21st of July before, embarking privately on 


board a vessel on the Kentish coast, landed in . 


three days in France: upon which the Com- 
mons, August the 10th, ordered a Bill to be 
brought in to summon and attaint him in like 
raanner as the lord viscount Bolingbroke. 


The Dutchess of Ormond’s Petition to en-. 


large the Duke’s time for appearance.| Aug. 18. 
A Petition of the most noble Mary dutchess of 


.Ormond, wife of hisgrace James duke of Ore 


mond, was presented to the House of Lords, 
and read; setting forth, “ That, her husband 
the said duke being beyond. sea, the uncer- 
tainty of finding him out, and the difficulty of 
givizg him notice of the bill depending in tlas 
House, to attainthim of High-Treasun unless 
be renders himself by the tenth of September 
next, is so great, that it will be almost impos- 
sible for him so to do, in so short a time ;” and 


praying “ In regard, the estate, the life, the ho- 


nour, of a peer of Great: Britain, , and the wel- 


fare of so noble and ancient a family, is at’ 


stake: that this House will give him a larger 
time for rendering himself, that he may have 


an opportunity to convince their lordships and _ 


a 
. 


. 
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the world of his innocence, as to the crimes 
whereof he is impeached.” 


And the statute of 17 Car. 2, for attainting 
Thomas Doleman, Joseph Bampfield, and 
Thomas Scot, of high-treason, if they render 
not themselves by aday, heing read; and de- 
bate touching the said Dutchess’s request ; 
Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. Ordered, That, for the safety of his ma- 
jesty’s person and government, this House will 

roceed further this day upon the above men- 
tioned bill: That the House be now put into a 
committee of the whole House upon the 
said bill. 


Protests against the Bills of Attainder 
against Lord Bolingbroke and the Duke of 
Ormond.| Aug. 18. The Bill intituled “ An 
act for the attainder of Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke, of High-Treason, unless he shail 
render himself to justice by a day certain 
therein mentioned,” was read a third time. 

The question was put, whether this billshall 
pass ? It was resolved in the affirmative. 

‘“¢ Dissentient, 

6 ist, Because we cannot give our consent 

to the affirming, that the lord to be attainted by 


this bill is fled from justice, being known to 


have left England before he was impeached in 
parliament ; nor does it ue to us, that the 
lord so impeached has had any summons to re- 
turn, or legal notice, by proclamation or other- 
wise, of the charge brought up against him. 

““ Qdly, Because no particular proofs have 


v been laid before the. House of any high trea- 


son, or other high crimes or misdemeanors with 
which he stands charged : nor has any evidence 
been given to this House of his adhering to the 
king’s enemies; or being concerned in any 
traiterous design since he left England. 

“6 3dly, Because the time prescribed for his 
return is much shorter than what has been al- 
lowed to persons in like circumstances of sup- 
posed guilt, though of far meaner condition 
and character; nor do we know or believe, 
that there is any instance of any person what- 
soever, who was ‘out of the kingdom at the 
time of his being impeached in parliament, 
who has not hada longer day assigned for his 
return, before he was to stand and be adjudged, 
attainted, or actually incur any other high pains 
aad penalties inflicted by act of parliament. 

“And we think such allowance of a longer 
day, in the case’ of attainders by parliament, 
to be much more reasonable, as it is agreeable, 
not only to parliamentary usage, but to the 


- methods of common law, io all cases of out- 


lawry, whereby more months are allowed to the 
most notorious traitor (known to be fled from 
justice) for his coming in, before his outlawry 
can be recorded, than this act allows weeks, to 


the lord impeached, for his returning before his , 


atlainder takes place.—F'ra. Cestriens’ ; Comp- 
ton; Stafford; Ashburnham; Lansdowne; 
Scarsdale; Foley ; Abingdon; Weston ; Cla- 
rendon ; Willoughby de. Broke; Jersey ; Ba- 
thurst ; Masham ; Fr, Roffen’.” 


N 
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Then the bill intituled, “ An act for the at~ 
tainder of James duke of Ormond, of High- 
Treason, unless he shall render himself to jus- 
tice, by a day certain therein mentioned,” was 
read athird time ; the question was put, whe- 
ther this bill shall pass? Contents 59, Nous 
ContentS 23. It was resolved in the affir- 
mative. 

‘¢ Dissentient, 

“ For the reasons given against the bill in« 
tituled, An act for the attainder of Henry 
Viscount Bolingbroke, of High-l'reason, unless 
he shall render himself to justice, by a day 
certain therein mentioned.—Scarsdale: Geo. 
Bath and Wells; Fra, Cestriens’; Bathurst ; 
Masham ; Compton; Folev; Staftord; Lans- 
downe; Ashburnham; Willoughby de Broke ; 
Fr. Roffen’; Abingdon ; Weston ; Clarendon.” 


ARTICLES OF IMPRACHMENT, AGAINST THE 
Eartor Strarrorp.] August 31. Mr. R. Wal- 
pole from the Committee of Secrecy, acquainted 
the House, That the Committee had, in obedi- 
enceto the commands of the House, prepared 
Article of Impeachment of high crimes and mis- 
demeanors against ‘Thomas earl of Strafford ; 
and he read the same in his place and after- 
wards delivered them in at the clerk’s table ; 
where they were read. Then it was ordered, 
That the said Articles be read a second time, 
article by article. And the same were read 
accordingly ; And the said Articles were, upon 
the question severally put thereupon, agreed 


unto by the House, and were ordered to be — 


engrossed ; and that a clause be prepared, sav 
ing liberty to the Commons, to exhibit any fare 
ther Articles against the said Thomas earl of 
Strafford, and that he may be put to answer 
the said crimes and misdemeanours. 

September 1. The said clause was offered. to 
the House, read, agreed to, and ordered to be 
engrossed with the Articles of Impeachment ; 
which being done accordingly, the suid engross£ 
ed Articles were read, and it was ordered, 
That Mr. Aisiaby do carry the said Articles 
to the Lords ; which he did accordingly. The 
said Articles are as follow: 


ARTICLES or IMPEACHMENT, of Iizh 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, against TI1O- 
MAS Earl of STRAFFORD. 


“Whereas his late majesty king Witham 
the Third, of ever glorious memory, out of his 
great. wisdom and tender regard for his own 
kingdoms and the Protestant succession, and 
to vindicate the honour of the crown and na- 
tion, then ,affronted by France, in proclaiming 
the Pretender king of Great Britain, after the 
French king had but lately before acknow- 
ledged his majesty’s title to the same, as well 
as from a just concern for the preservation of 
the liberties of Europe, against the growing 
power of France, which was then become 
more formidable from the duke of Anjou’s hav- 
ing taken possession of the entire Spanish mo- 
narcy,did, upon the advice and request of both 
Houses of Parliament, in or about the month 


. 
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of September 1701, enterinto, make, and con- 
clude, a treaty with Lenpold emperor of Ger- 
many and the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces ; wherein a strict conjunction and al- 
liance amongst themselves being thought ne- 
cessary for repelling the greatness of the com- 
mon danger, it was, amongst other things, 
agreed, ‘ That there should be and continue, 
between the said confederates, a constant, per- 
petual, and inviolable frieudship and corres- 
»pondence; and that each party should be 
obliged to promote the advantages of the other, 
and prevent all inconveniences and dangers 
that might happen to them, as far as lay in their 
power: That the said allies, desiring nothing 
more earnestly than the peace and general 


quiet of all Europe, had adjudged, that no-’ 


thing could be more effectual for the establish- 


ment thereof, than the procuring an equitable: 


and reasonable satisfaction to his imperial ma- 
jesty for his pretensions to the Spanish suc- 
cession ; and that the king of Great Britain and 
the States General might obtain a particular 
and sufficient security for their kingdoms, pro- 
vinces, and dominions, and for the navigation 
and commerce of their subjects: That it should 
not be permitted to either party, when the war 
is once begun, to treat of peace with the enemy, 
nnless jointly and by a comnaunication of coun- 
cils; and mo peace should be made, un- 
less an equitable and reasonable satisfaction 
for his imperial majesty, and a particular se- 
curity for the kingdoms, provinces, dominions, 
navigation, and commerce, of his majesty of 
Great Britain and. the States General, be first 
obtained ; and unless care betaken, by fitting 
security, that the kingdoms of France and 


Spain shall never come and be united under’ 


the sime government, nor that one and the 
same person shall he king of both kingdoms. 
And whereas bis said late majesty king William 
and the States Geveral, seriously considering 
that France was then become so formidable, 
. from the accession of Spain to the duke of 
Anjou, that, in the opinion of all the world, 
Europe was in danger of losing her liberty, 
and undergoing the heavy yoke of universal 
mocNarchy ; and that the surest means of ef- 
fecting that design were, to divide the king of 
Great Britain from the States General, for 


which purpose al] imaginable efforts would be. 


made; they therefore thought it necessary to 
unite io the strictest manuer that was possible ; 
and, to that end, a defensive treaty and alliance 
‘was concluded and entered into between them, 
in or about November 1701, wherein amongst 
other things, it was further agreed, ‘ That by 
‘ che alliance with the emperor, made:in Sep- 
¢ tember then last, particular care being taken 
‘ for the recovery of the Spanisb Low Coun- 
* tries out of the. hands of the must Christian 
« king, the said confederates expressly engaged 
‘to aid one another with all their forces tor 
‘ the recovery of the same; and in regard the 
‘ principal interest of the said confederates 
« consisted in the. preservation of the liberties 
© of aa that the beforementioned treaty 
VoL. 


, 


‘ with the emperor shall be faithfully and sin- 

‘ cerely executed, and beth sides shall guaran- 
‘ tee the same, and use their endeavours, to con- 
‘ firm and render it more strong from time to 

‘time: That, in making peace, particular care 

‘shall be taken of the commerce and traffic, 

‘of both nations, and also for their security 

‘as well in regard to the Low Countries ag 

“tothe countries adjacent: That, when the 

‘war is begun, the confederates shall act in 

‘ concert, according to the seventh and eigbth 

‘articles of the treaty of the Srd of March 

© 1667-8, between England and Holland, which 

‘was thereby renewed and confirmed; and 

‘no peace nor truce, or suspension of arms, 

“shall be negociated or made, but according to 

‘the ninth and tenth articles of that treaty ; 
¢ by which it was agreed, that, when the two 

‘allies came once to an open war, it shall be 

‘ lawful for neither of them afterwards to come 

‘ to any cessation of arms with him who shall ' 
‘ be declared and proclaimed an enemy, with- 
‘ out it be done conjointly and with common 
‘consent ; that no negotiation of peace shall 
‘ be set on foot by one -of the allies, without 
‘ the concurrence of the other; that each ally 
‘ shall continually, and from time to time, im- 
‘ part to the other every thing that shall pass in 
‘the said negotiation; and shall stipulate with 
‘ the common enemy for the same rights, immur 
‘nities, exemptions, and prerogatives, for hig 
é ally, a» he should do for himself, if so be said 
‘allies do not agree to the contrary.’ And 
whereas the French king, having got possese 
sion of a great part of the Spanish dominions, 
exercised an absolute authority over that mo- 
narchy, having seized Milan and the Spanish | 
Low Countries by bis armies, and made himself 
master of Cadiz and of the entrance into the 
Mediterranean, and of the ports of the Spanish 
West Indies, by his fleets, every where designing’ 
to invade the liberties of Europe, and toobstruce — 
the freedom of navigation and commerce; and, 
instead of giving the satisfaction that was justly 
expected, had proceeded to further violences 
and indignities; and, having influenced Spain 
to acknowledge the Pretender, and thereby to 
concur with bim in the said affront; her late 
sacred majesty queen Anne, taking notice, 
‘ that she found herself obliged, for maintaining 
‘ the public faith, for vindicating the honour of. 
‘ the crown, and to prevent the mischiefs which 
‘all Europe were threatened with, to declare 
‘war against France and Spain,’ did accord- 
ingly, in the month of May 1702, in the most 
public and solemn manner proclaim the same ; 
as his imperial majesty and the States General 
did likewise do, in or about the said month of 
May, in pursuance of the beforementioned 
treaties. And whereas many kings, princes, - 
and states of Europe, being invited by the said 
grand alliance, and relying on the faith thereof, 
did afterwards become parties to the said cone 
federate war against France and Spain; and, in 
the treaty entered into in-or about the month of 
May 1703, between his imperial majesty, the 
“ of Great Britain, the States General, aad 
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the king of Portugal, it was, amongst other 
things, expressly stipulated, ‘ That no peace or 
€ truce shall be made, but by the mutual con- 
“sent of all the confederates; nor shall any at 
“any time be made, whilst the second grand- 
< sun of the most Christian king, by the dauphin 
€ or any other prince of the line of France, con- 
‘tinucd in Spain.’ And whereas, to give the 
greatest strength that was possible to the Union 
so necessary to both nativns, her late majesty 
and the States, -by a treaty in the month of 
June 1703, renewed and confirmed all treaties 
and alliances then subsisting between them ; 
and, to the end a just and reasunable peace 
might the better be obtained, that might esta~ 
blish the repose and tranquillity of Europe, it 
was agreed, that neither of the said allies should 
make a suspension of arn.s or a peace with 
Frence or Spain, but in conjunction and by 
common consent, And whereas the said war 
was for several years carried on with vigour 
and ucaimity, at a vast expence of blood and 
treasure: for the support of which, on the part 
of Great Briain, many milhuns were granted 
by parliament, who, on many occasions, ex- 
preted their sense of the justice of-it, ane fre- 
quently gave their humble advice to the throne, 
* ‘That no peace could be safe, honourable, or 
‘ lasting, so long as Spain and the West Indies 
© continued in any braach of the hoyse of Buur- 
“bon.” And whereas the just cause of her 
majesty and her allies, in defence of the com- 
mon liberty, and in vindication of the honour 
of the crown of Great Britaiu, was favoured by 
the Divine Providence wiih unparalleled success 
and signal victories, whereby, as well as by the 
wisdoin and unanimity of their councils, the 
reputation of the confederate arins was highly 
advanced, and Great Britain was esteemed the 
guardian of the lhberties of Europe. And 
~whereas, from the prosperous condition of the 
affairs of the allies, nothing remained, in all 
human appearance, but that they should reap 
the fruits of all their victories, in a speedy, just, 
honourable, and lasiing peace; and on the 


other hand nothing was left to raise the hopes 


of the enemy, whereby to defeat that happy 


- prospect, but his secret endeavours to disunite 


the confederacy. And whereas divers evil- 
minded persons, enemies to the true interests 
of their cwn country as well as to the common 
liberties and welfare of Europe, having, ty 
many wicked arts and base insinuations, ob- 
tained access to her late majesty queen Anne, 
and being adinitted mto her councils and into 
places of the highest trust, and having formed 
a wicked and treacherous correspondence with 
the einissaries of France, and set on foot a pri- 
vate and destructive negotiation of peace, there- 
by intending to weaken and dissolve the con- 
federacy, which had so long and happily sub- 
sisted, between her majesty and her good and 
faithful allies, to the honour and safety of the 
mation; had prevailed upon her said late ma- 


jesty, for that purpose, to declarg her resolu- 


tion of entering into a treaty of peace with the 
summon enemy, against the consent and opi- 
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nion of all her majesty’s allies; and also to ap- 
point John then lord bishop of Bristol and 
Thomas earl of Strafford her plenipotentiaries, 
to transact the same at Utrecht. And whereas 
her sacred majesty, in pursuance of the treaties 
she stood engaged in, and of her declaration in 
the month of April 1711 to the Grand Pen- 
sionary and the other ministers of Holland, 
being sull determined, tn making peace as in 
moking war, to act in perfect concert with ber 
allies, and, in conjunction with them, te de- 
mand and procure from France a just satisfac- 
tion for all their pretensions, according to, and 
in performance of, the many solemn treaties 
and alliances then subsisting between her ma- 
jesty and them, did, in pursuance thereof, by 
her instructions under the sign manual, dated 
the 2ist of October 1711, to bim the said 
Thomas earl of Straffard, lier ambassador ex- 
traurdinary and plenipotentiary to the States 
General, direct him, “ That, during the course 
of the then intended negotiation of peace, 1¢ 
must be the most careful endeavour and the 
fixed principle of all the confederates, to hold 
fast tovether, in order to obtain from the enemy 
the utinost which could.be hoped for in the 
present circumstances of affairs; and that he 
might assure the confederates, that her majesty 
on her part would firmly adhere to that vule ; 
and that she was so far from making peace 
without the concurrence of the States General, 
that she had deciaied her firm resolution, not 
to make it witnout their satisfaction ;” And 
also, by ber iustructions under the sign manual 
to the said then bishop of Bristol and hin the 
said Thomas ear! of Strafford, her plenipoten- 
tiaries, tu treat of a good and general peace, 
her said majesty, amongst other things, did di- 
rect them, * Upon their arrival at Utrecht, to 
‘concert with the ministers of the allies, in 
¢ what manner it might be most proper to open 
‘the conferences, and what method to observe 
‘in the progress of the treaty; upon that and 
‘ all other occasions, earnestly to represent to 
‘those ministers the great importance of ap- 
‘ pearing united; and, for that reason, to re- 
‘commend to them, that, if any difference or 
‘ dispute should arise, the same should be ac- 
© commodated amongst themselves, that France 
* might bave no hold to break. in upon them ; 
‘ but, on the contrary, whenever they meet the 
‘ enemies’ ministers 1n the Congress, every opi- 
£ nion that is delivered, and every instance that 
‘is made, may be backed by the concurrent 
‘force of the whole confederacy: That, if it 
‘ should be thought proper co begin by the dis- 
‘ position of the Spanish monarchy, they were 
‘to insist, that the security and reasonable sa- 
‘tisfaction, which the allies expected, and 
‘which his most Christian majesty had pro- 
‘ mised, could not be obtained, if Spain and the 
‘ West Indies be allotted to any branch of the 
‘house of Bourbon.’ Notwithstanding all 
which premises ; 


ArtTIcteE I. 


« He, the said Thomas earl of Strafford, being — 


ba 
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of ber majesty’s privy council, and her ambas- 
sador extraurdinary to the States General, and 
appointed one of her plenipotentiaries to treat 
with the ministers of France, of a good and 
general peace, in concert with the ministers of 
her majesty’s allies, who for that purpose were 
assembled at Utrecht, with those of France, 
with full powers to. transact the same; having 
no regard to the true ends of his said commis- 
sions and powers, to the honour or safety of 
her majesty or her kingdoms, to the many so- 
lemn engagements she was under to the uld and 
faithful allies of this nation, or to the common 
liberties of Europe ; but being devoted tu the 
interest and service of the French king, the 
then common enemy, in defiance uf the tenor 
of the several treaties before-mentioned, or 
some of them, as well as of the frequent advices 
of parliament, and the many declarations of 
her majesty from the throne; but more par- 
ticularly in defiance of the solemn and mutual 
assurances which had been so lately renewed 
between her majesty and the Stutes General, 
to act in perfect concert with each other, in 
making peace as in making war, and of the 
several instructions froin her majesty under the 
sign manual to him the said earl in pursuance 
thereof; was not only wanting in his duty and 
trust to her majesty, by not advising against, 
and as far as was in his power, by not opposing, 
the going into any private separate negotiation 
with France; but, on the contrary, when a se- 
' parate, dishonourable, and destructive negotia- 
tion of peace was entered into, between the 
ministers of Great Britain and France, without 
any communication thereof’ to her miajesty’s 
allies, according to the several treaties; he the 
said earl did not only take upon hinself, and 
presume, from time to time, to advise and ex- 
hort that the same should he continued and 
carried; but did likewise frequently concert 
private and separate measures with the minis- 
ters of France, in order to impose upon and de- 
ceive her majesty’s good subjects and her allies, 
and was instrumental in promoting the said se- 
parate negotiation, exclusive of ail the allies, 
and to their manifest prejudice and detriment. 
And further, he the said earl, when the miims- 
ters of France, at Utrecht, refused to answer in 
writing, and on many other occusions, proceed- 
ed in a fallacious and unjustifiable manner, in 
transacting the negotiations of peace; was not 


only wanting in his duty, in uot representing to, 


her majesty and her ministers against the same, 
and in not supporting in the manner be oughi 
to have done her majesty’s good allies in their 
reasonable demands from France ; but, on the 
contrary, commended the French prudence in 
taking such measures ; and even suggested bira- 
self the methods tor France to make use of, to 
create dissentions amongst the allies, and sepa- 
rate negotiations between each otf the allies and 
France, thereby to dissolve the whole confe- 
deracy. By which wicked and treacherous 
practices, he the said earl prostituted the ho- 
nour of ber majesty and the imperial crown of 
these realms, and grossly vivlated his powers 
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and instructions, the many treaties which her 
majesty then stood engaged in to her allies, and 
the repeated assurances which the said earl had, 
by her majesty’s order and in hey name, given 
to the said allies, to act in perfect concert with 
them throughout the whole negotiations of 
peace; thereby rendering tbe design of the 
confederacy, and the mutual suppert expected 
from the same, altogether useless, and giving up 
the affairs of Europe into the hands of France.” 


Arrticte II, 


‘Whereas the maintaining a perfect union 
and good correspondence between her late 
majesty and the illustrious house of Hanover 
was of the utmost importance, for preserving to 
these kingdoms the juvaluable blessinys of their 
religion aud civil liberties by securing the suc- 
cession to the crown, by a race of protestant 
princes, ever renowned for their’ great justice 
and clemency, and thereby defeating the trai- 
terous designs of the Pretender; and, for that 
puree: the great wisdom of divers parliaments, 

ad fixed and confirmed the siid succession, had 
also laid the obligation of an oath upon the 
subjects of these realins, to support and main- 
tain the same to the utmost of their power; be 
the said Thomas earl of Strafford, not regard- 
ing the many ill consequences to her inajesty 
and these kingdoms, which would naturally 
ensue from a disunion or coolness of affection 
between princes so nearly allied in blood and . 
interest, instead of doing what in him lay to 
prevent the same, did, on the contrary, in his 
letters from Holland to her majesty’s ininisters 
of state in Great Britain, by divers false repre- 
sentatiuns and scurrilous reflections upon his 
present mest gracious majesty, then elector of 
Hanover, endeavour to alienate her majesty’s 
affections from his said electoral highness, and 
to create or widen fatal differences or misun- 
derstandings between them: and when, by the 
wicked and pernicious advice of him the said 
Thomas earl of Strattord’ and divers otber evil 
counsellors, her late majesty was at last pre- 
vailed upon to make a fatal cessation of arms 
with the then common enemy, without any con- 
cert with his said electoral bighness, and against 
the consent, and contrary tv ihe mtost earnest 
representations, of all the allies; for the exe- 
cution of which he the said earl was sent over 
to the army in the Netherlands, where the * 
generals of the auxiliaries paid by her majesty, 
whose honour and cunsc-ences would net per~ 
mit chem to abandon the confederates, and 
leave thém as a sacrifice to France, refused to | 
withdraw with the duke of Ormond, without 
particular orders from their respective masters ; 
which proceedings of the ccntederate generals 
being wickecily represented by the said evil 
counsellors, in conjunction with the ministers 
anc emissaries of France, as an indignity offered 
to her sucred majesty ; he the said Thomas earl 
ot Stratford, to create uyeasinesses one Cysens 
sion between her jate majesty, aud his then 
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electoral highness, did, by his letter, on or about 
the 17th of July, 1712, to her majesty’s then 
secretary of state, maliciously and wickedly 
sugvest and affirm, ‘ that the said separation of 
* the confederate generals from the duke of Or- 
© mond ought to be imputed to his said electoral 
‘ highness.’ And further, he the said earl, by 
frequently affirming, and sometimes in the most 
solemn manner, to the ministers of his said 
‘electoral highness as well as others, the most 
motorious and manifest untruths, contrary to 
the intentions and interest of her majesty, and 
vainly intending ee to deceive and impose 
upon his said electoral highness and the rest of 
der majesty’s good and faithful allies in matters 
of the highest importance; and particularly, by 
eolemnly affirming, on or about the 16th of 
July, 1712, to Monsieur Buleau, general of the 
Hanover forces, and the rest of the confederate 
generals, ‘ that her majesty had made no truce 
‘ with France ;’ whereas he the said earl then 
well knew the same was made and concluded 
several weeks before: did thereby, as well as 
by all the before mentioned proceedings, not 
only prostitute and dishonour the high charac- 
ters he was then invested with, but; as far asin 


. him lay, did dissolve the mutual confidence and 


eo 


good understanding so necessary to be main- 
tained between her said late majesty and the 
Jllustrious house of Hanover, for the safety and 
prope of Great Britain, and the common 
Aiberty of Europe. 


Articte III. 


*¢ Whereas, in the pernicious negotiations of 
peace carried on by him the said earl and other 
evil counsellors with the ministers of France, 
the French king had proposed to acknowledge 

~ her majesty’s title to the crown of these realms, 
and the protestant succession in the illustrious 
house ot Hanover, when the peace should be 
signed between Great Britain and France, and 
not before: whereupon the He-1se of Lords, by 
an humble address to her majesty, on the 15th 
of February 1711, begged leave to represent 
their just indignation at that dishonourable 
treatment of her majesty; as also their utmost 
resentment at the terms of peace offered to her 
majesty and her allies by the plenipotentiaries 
of France; for which addresses her majesty 
was pleased to return them her hearty tbonks, 
for the zeal they had therein expressed for her 
honour; he the said earl was not oniy wanting 
in his duty to her majesty, and zeal for the 
, Protestant succession, in not advising her 
majesty against treating with France upon such 
dishonourable terms; but did himself, with 
‘other evil counsellors, privately, wickedly, and 
trajterously, concert and agree with the ministers 
of France, that the said proposals, so deroga- 
tory tu the dignity of her majesty, and danger- 
ous to these kingdoms, should be the conditions 
upon which France would agree te treat of a 
peace with Great Britain. And further, he the 


. sald earl, in contempt and defiance of the 


judgment of the House of Peers which had re- 
ceived her majesty’s gracious approbation, and 


¢ 
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acting the part of an emissary of France instead 
ef a plenipotentiary of Great Britain, being 
thereunto encouraged, and founding his pre- 
sumption on a letter to the then bishop of 


Bristol and*.im the said earl, from Henry Saint. 


John esquire, then principal secretary of state, 
on the 16th of February 1711, the next day 
after the said address of the House of Peers was 
made, and informing them of the indignation 
expressed in Great Britain at the offers of 
France, but that by the management of master 
Thomas Harley (then secretary of the treasury) 
the House of Commons was perfectly and abso- 
lutely secured to the measures of peace; did 
wickedly, deceitfully, and perfidiously, concert 
and agree with the ministers of France, at 
Utrecht, that the said French ministers should 
write a collusive letter to him the said earl and 
the then said bisbop of Bristol,’ wherein her 
majesty should be styled queen of Great Britain ; 
which letter was not to be made any use of at 
Utrecht, or taken as an acknowledgment by 
France of her majesty’s fitle to the crown: 
but was agreed to be transmitted to Great 
Britain, thereby to deceive and impose upon 
her majesty and the parliament, as if Frances 
had then actually acknowledged the same¢ 
which said letter was accordingly written by 
the ininisters of France, and transmitted to 
Great Britain by him the said earl; whereby 
her majesty, the parliament, and the whole 
nation were most grossly and scandalously 
abused, and drawn in to the said destructive 
measures of peace, to the great dishonour of 
her majesty and these kingdoms, and to the 
apparent danger ofthe Protestant Succession, 


ARTICLE IV. 


“ That he the said Thomas earl of Strafford, 
in defiance of the many treaties between her 
majesty and her allies, for the recovery of the 
monarchy of Spain to the house of Austria, 
thereby to preserve a due balance of power in 
Europe; and in contempt of the advice and 
Opinion of parliament, ‘That no peace could 
‘be safe, honourable, or lasting, so long as 
‘Spain and the West Indies continued in any 
‘branch of the House of Bourbon;’ and also 
in direct violation of her majesty’s instructions, 
of the 23d of December, 1711, in pursuance 
thereof; whereby he the said earl was ex- 
pressly commanded, ‘To insist in the confer- 
‘ences of peace, with the ministers of France, 
‘that the security and reasonable satisfaction 
‘ which the allies expected, and which his most 
‘Christian majesty had promised to grant, 
‘ could not be obtained if Spain and the West 
‘Indies be allotted to any branch of that 
‘ house’ did not only presume to treat about the 
peace with the ministers of France, without 
insisting, as he ouglit to have done, that Spain 
and the West Indies should not be allotted to 


| the said house of Bourbon ; but also, when the 


ministers of his imperial twajesty and of the 
king of Portugal, in contornuty to the mutual 
obligations and treaties between ber majesty 
and them and with euch other, demanded of 


\ 
~ 
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France, ‘That Spain and the West Indies 
* should be restored to the House of Austria;’ 
and requested him the said earl, ‘to join with 
‘ them, to strengthen that demand,’ did decline 
and refuse to do the same: by which perfidious 
and unwarrantable practices of him the said 
Thomas earl of Strafford, incutable jealousies 
and discords were created between her majest 

and her allies; that mutual confidence, which 
had so long and so successfully been cultivated 
between them,.and which was so necessary 
for their common safety, was absolutely dis- 
solved, the just balance of power in Europe 
was vickedly betrayed; and apparent advan- 
tages were given to the common enemy, to im- 
pose what terms of peace he should think fit 
upon her majesty and the whole confederacy. 


ARTICLE V. 


_  & Whereas her late majesty, on the 7th of 

December, 1711, having earnestly recom- 
mended from the throne, * That provision might 
‘ be made for an early campaign, in order to 
‘ carry on che war with vigour, and as the best 
“ way to render the treaty of peace effectual ;’ 
and accordingly supplies were granted; and ma- 
gazines provided at agreat expence; and in pur- 
suance thereof, her majesty having given early 
assurances to her allies of her sincere intentions, 
and likewise expressly instructed her general 
the duke of Ormond, not only to renew the 
same assurances, and declare her resolution of 
pushing on the war with the utmost vigour, 
but to concert with the generals of the allies the 
proper measures. for entering upon action; 
which assurances were accordingly given by 
the said duke, and the confederate army was 
thereupon ordered to be assembled, which at 
that time was the strongest that had been 
in the service during the whole course of the 
" war, and greatly superior to that of the enemy; 
notwithstanding which premises, he the'said 
Thomas earl of Strafford, then of her ma- 
jesty’s privy council, being informed of the 
reasonable prospect, which, by the blessing of 
God, the army of the confederates then had, of 
_ gaining new conquests over the army of France; 
in order to disappoint the expectations of the 
allies, and to give success to the secret and 
wicked negociations then carrying on by 
himself and other evil counsellors with the 
ministers of France; on divers very false and 
groundless suggestions and allegations, and in 
violation of the many treaties then subsisting 
between her majesty and the States General, 
as well as several other princes, at several 
times, and particularly by his letter of the 30th 
of April, 1712, to Henry viscount Bolingbroke, 
then Henry St. John, esq. one of her majesty's 
principal secretaries of state, did wickedly and 
treacherously suggest and advise, that a cessa- 
tion of arms should be made with France, by her 
majesty, without and evea against the consent of 
her good allies and confederates : in pursuance 
of which wicked counsels and advices, direc- 
tions were afterwards privately sent, in her. 
majesty’s name, to the duke of Ormond, in 


Flanders, to avoid engaging in-any siege, or 
hazarding a battle, till further orders, although. 
nothing had beer then settled in the said pri« 
vate negotiations for the interest and security 
of Great Britain. And further, be the said 
Thomas earl of Strafford, at that time also of 
her Majesty’s privy council, did advise her late 
majesty that he himself should be sent, and 
accordingly he was afterwards sent, from Eng- 
land, to the army under the duke of Ormond 
in Flanders, with directions, in her majesty 
name, tu cause a cessation of Arms to be 
made and proclaimed between her majesty 
and the French army, and a separation to be 
made by the troops of Great Britain from the 
confederate army ; which were accordingly per- 
formed and executed, by the advice and direc- 
tion of him the said earl, without the consent, 
and contrary to the earnest representations of 
her majesty’s confederates, and in open viola 
tion and defiance of the many treaties then 
subsisting between her majesty and her good 
and faithful allies: by which wicked and per- 
fidious counsels and practices of him the said 
Thomas earl of Scraffurd, the progress of the 
victorious arms of the cunfederates was stopped, 
and a most favourable opportunity lost for con- 
quering the enemy; all hopes of confidence 
between her majesty and her, allies were en- 
tirely destroyed, and the French king made 
absolute master of the negotiations of peace. 


| ArticLe V I, 


*¢ That he the said Thomas earl. of Straftord 
having, in concert with other false and evil 
counsellors, wickedly advised and procured 
the said fatal cessation of arms, and likewise 
obtained for France the separation of the 
troops of Great Britain from the confederate 
army; in further execution of his treacherous 
purposes, to advance and promote the interests 
of France; and being determined, as far as 
in him lay, not only to render all future corres- 
pondence and good harmony between her ma- 
jesty and the States General utterly impracti- 
cable; but designing, by all possible means, 
to weaken and distress the said States, in 
order to bring them under an absolute necessity 
of complying and submitting to the measures 
of France; and well knowing that taking pos- 
session of Ghent and Bruges was the readiest 
means of effecting the same; did wickedly 
and treacherously advise that a party of the 
queen’s troops should be sent to march through 
some of the.towns belonging to the States 
General ; in hopes, that the commanders -of 
the said towns, incensed by such unjust and 
unnecessary provocations, and through the ap- 
prehensions of the ill consequences that such 
attempts and proceedings might subject them 
to, would be induced to refuse them admit-- 
tance, and thereby give a pretence for putting 
in execution the perfidious designs and reso- 
lutions which had been concerted by him the 
said earl, and other evil counsellors, with the 
ministers of France : in pursuance of which wick- 
ed advice, a party of her majesty’s troops was 


- federates, and of their firm adherence to the 


‘such condign punishment as the same shall 


hin, by seizing his papers*, in an unprecedent- 


o 


lady the queen, her crown and dignity, the 


negociations, laid before the council, the lord 
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‘up and printed an account: of all his nego- 
uiatiuns, whereby, he did not doubt he should 
have made it appear to all the world, that 
he had done nothing but in discharge of his 
duty, and of the trust reposed in him. That if 
either in his letters or discourses, while he had the 
honour torepresent the crown of Great Britain, 
he had dropt any unguarded expressions against 
some foreign ministers, he hoped the same 
would not be accounted a crime by a British 
House of Peers. Concluding with desiring, that 
a competent time be allowed him to answer the 
Articles now brought against him; and that he 
might have duplicates of all the papers, that 
either had been laid before the Committee of 
Secrecy, or were still in the hands of the go- 
vernment, which might be for his justiica- 
tion. 

The Lord Townshend said, that his complaint 


accordingly sent with orders to march through 
some of the fortified towns belonging to the 
States General ; and on pretence of their be- 
ing deuicd passage through the same, the said 
treacherous and destructive design was imme- 
diately put in execution, and Ghent and Bruges 
were seized upon by the troops of Great Bri- 
tain; whereby, all means of communication 
between Holland and the confederate army 
being entirely cut off, or put into the hands of 
those who had so lately and shamefully be- 
trayed the common cause, apparent advan- 
tages and encouragement were given to the 
French army, and her majesty’s good and 
faithful allies were deterred from forming or 
prosecuting any designs against the common 
enemy; since the same could not be put in 
execution without their knowledge and consent, 
who, on many occasions, had given the most 
evident proofs of their disaffection to the con- 
gether groundless and unjust; that infinite in- 
stances of the like proceeding might be pro- 
duced ; that no state could be safe without it; 
and, in short, that extraordinary cases justify 
extraordinary methods. That as te the earl of 
Strafford’s demand, to have duplicates of all the 
papers that had been laid before the Commons, 
he thought it unreasonable, and made with no 
other design than to gain time; and make the 
Commons lose the opportunity of bringing him 
to his trial: that those papers were so volumi- 
nous, consisting of 13 or 14 volumes in folio, 
that they could not be copied out in many 
wecks; and as the earl might have had access 
to them, ever since they were laid before the 
Parliament,'so he was still at liberty to peruse 
them, and extract out of them what he thought 
proper for his uwn defence. 
The duke of Devonshire and the lord Cow- 
per backed the lord Townshend ; and, on the 
Strafford shall make unto the said Articles, or ; contrary, the lord Harcourt, and the bishop of 
any of them; or ‘ot offering proof of the pre- | Rochester, spoke for the earl of Strafford: 
mises, or any other impeachments oraccusa-} The Earl of Iday represented, That, in all 
tious that shall be exhibited by them, as the ! civilized nations, all courts of judicature, ex- 
case shall (according to the course of parlia- | cept the inquisition, allowed the persons ar- 
miament) require; do pray, that the said | raigned all that wasnccessary for their justitica- 
Thomas earl of Strafford be put to answer the | tien; and that the House of Peers of Great 
said crimes and misdemeanors, and receive | Britain ought not, in this case, to do any thing 
contrary to that honour and equity, for which 


interests of France. All which crimes and 
misdemeanors were committed and done by 
him the said earl, against our late sovereign 


eace and interest of this kingdom, -and in 
reach of the several trusts reposed in him 
the said earl; and he the said earl of Strafford 
was of her late majesty’s privy council, her 
ambassador extraordinary to the States Gene- 
ral, and one of her plenipotentiaries, to treat 
of a good and general peace with France, 
during the time that all and: every the crimes 
before set forth were done and committed. 
And the said knights, citizens, and burgesses, 
by protestation, saving to themselves the liber- 
ty of exhibiting atany time hereafter avy other 
accusation or impeachment against the said 
Pbomas earl of Stratford, and also of replying 
to the Answer that the said Thomas earl of 
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deserve ; and that such proceedings, examina- 
tions, trials, and judgments, may be upon every 
one of them had and used, as are agreeable to 
law and justice.” 


rope. 
Hereupon it was resolved, that the earl of 

Strafiord should have copies of all such papers 

as were in the secretary’s, and other offices, 


Debate thereon.] The above Articles having 
been read, 


The’ Earl of Strafford stood up, and com- 
plained of the hardship that had been put upon 


had an express order from the council in writ- 
ing, bis lordship was summoned before the coun- 
cil on the 11th of January; and, after he had. 
been examined, his majesty was pleased to give 
erders accordingly to lord ‘Townshend and Mr, 
Secretary Stanhope, the two Secretaries of State, 
who went immediately to the earl of Strattord’s 
house, and received from him two trunks, said, 
by him, to coniain what was required. At the 
same time orders went sent for sealing up his 
lordsihip’s papers that were yet on ship-board, 
or at the custom-hosse, coming from Hollaud. 
3 : 


ed,manner. ‘That he designed to have drawn 


ee 


Np 


* The king having thought fit to have the 
earl of Strafford’s papers, relating to his public 


Townshend was sent to his lordship’s house tu de- 
mand thesaine. The earl having made sone dit- 
ticulty to comply with that demand, unless he 
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about the taking his papers from him, was alto- . 


they are so justly renowned throwgh all Eu- 
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which he should think proper for his defence ; 
that he should have free access to the papers 
that had been laid before the Commons; and 
that a month’s tume be allowed him, to answer 
the Articles of Impeachment against him. 


Tue Ear or Oxrorp’s ANSWER TO THE AR- 
TICLES OF [IMPEACHMENT AGAINST HIM.| Sept. 
3. The House of Lords being informed that Jo- 
seph Taylor attended,with the Answer of the ear] 


of Oxford and earl Mortimer, to the Articles of’ 


: Impeachment exhibited by the House of Com- 
mons against him, he was called in, and pre- 
sented the said Answer at the bar, sealed up. 
And, being examined upon oath, touching the 
same, said he received it from the said earl of 
Oxford, as his Answer, this morning ; and had 
directions from bis lordship to deliver it to this 
House as his Answer. And then he withdrew ; 
and the said Answer was read, as follows : 


«The ANSWER of ROBERT Earl of OX- 
FORD and Eari MORTIMER, to the Ar- 
ticles exhibited by the knights, citizens, and 
burgesses, in Parliament assembled, in the 
name of themselves and of all the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in maintenance of 
their Impeachment against him for High 
Treason, and other Hugh Crimes and Mis- 
demeanors supposed to have been by him 
committed, © 


“The said Earl, saving to himself all advan- 
tages of exception to the said Articles, and of 
not being prejudiced by any words or want of 
form in this fis Answer; and also saving to 
himself all rights and privileges belonging to 
him as one of the peers of this realm ; for an- 
swer to the said Articles, saith: he admits, 
many solemn treaties and alliances have been 
formerly entered into, between the crown pf 
Fogland and other princes and potentates of 
Europe, for their mutual security, and to pre- 
vent the imivoderate growth of the power of 
France, which might prove dangerous to the 
ncighbouring princes and states ; and that there- 
fore it was laid down as a fundamental prin- 
ciple and maxim of union atnongst the allies, 
* that France and Spain should never come and 
‘ be united under the same government; and 
‘that one and the same person'should not be 
‘ king of both these kingdoms :’ and he appre- 
hends, that the principal view and aiw of the 
allies was, to settie and maintain an equal ba- 
lance of power in Europe; and, since the con- 
junction of Spain to the dominions of France 
might possibly ensue from the duke of Anjou’s 
being possessed of that crown, the dispossessing 
him was desired, as tiie niust likely means to 
prevent that conjunction; and, for the same 
reason, the union of Spain with the empire must 
have been equally fatal, and the prevention of 
it equally the design of the alliance; nor could 
© the continuance of Spain in the house of Bdur- 
bon he in any respect prejudicial to the allies, 
if the union of that crown with-France could be 
prevented. As new dangers of such union have 


Seen apprehended, new treaties and stipula- 


Vs. 


tions have been entered into among the allies, 
to obviate such dangers; and particularly the 
Treaty for an intended-Partition seems to have 
been concluded upon that view. And though 
he acknowledges the wisdom of Parliament in 
condemning that treaty, as prejudicial and fatal 
in its consequenees to England and the peace 
of Europe; yet, he presumes, it was not con- 
demned because part of the dominions of the 
crown of Spain were thereby allotted to the 
house of Bourbon, but because sch considera- 
ble parts of those doininions as the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, the province of Guiposcoa, 
and other territories, were’ allotted to that 
branch of the house of Bourbon to whom the 
crown of France was to descend, which might 
have been a great and dangerous addition to 
the then formidable strength of that crown ; 
and because it was made against the repeated 


| remonstrances of Charles the second, then king 


of Spain, who declared, by his ambassador, 
‘ that such partition treaty could have no other 
‘ effect, than to force Spain to throw itself into 
‘ the arms of France, to prevent the dismember- 
‘ ing of the Spanish monarchy ;’ and that it had — 
this consequence, appeared upon the death 
of that prince, who seems to have been in-. 
duced by that consideration to bequeath the 
entire monarchy of Spain to the duke of An- 
jon, a younger branch ‘of the house of Bour- 
bon, who accordingly, upon the demise of the 
said king Charles the second, touk possession of 
the monarchy of Spain ; but this accession of the 
duke of Anjou to the crown of Spain did not ~ 
produce the alliance in the article mentioned, 
between Leopold, then emperor of Germany, 
his late majesty king William 3, of ever glorious 
memory, and the States General, as iammedi- 
ately necessary at that juncture; for king Wil- 
liam, as well as the States General, acknow- 
ledyed the duke of Anjou as king of Spain; 
thereby allowing, that the duke of Anjou’s en- 


‘joyment of the monarchy of Spain, while he 


was but a younger branch of the house of Bour- 
bon, was not-inconsistent with the liberties of 
Europe, or the preservation of a due balance 
of power; and afterwards, when the French 
king had seized the Spanish Netherlands, king 
William, by advice’ of parliament, came in to 
the assistance of the States as an auxiliary 
only, by sending upon their request 10,000 men, 
which England was obliged by treaties to fur- 
nish in case the States were attacked; after 
which, many conferences passed at the Hague 
betwixt the ministers of England and the States 
and those of France, in order to find out some 
expedient, ‘by which, upon @ reasonable division 
of the dominions of Spain, a new war might 
be prevented: and the States, in the course 
of those conferences, cften asserted, ‘ That 
‘ though they had acknowledged Philip, king 
‘of Spain, yet such an acknowledgment was 
‘not contrary to the demand of a reasonable 
‘satisfaction to be given to the emperor for 
‘his pretensions to the Spanish succession ;? | 
which was in effect to declare, ‘ That the sae 
‘ tisfaction #2manded for the emperor was suck 


” 
». 
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‘as would leave king Philip in possession of 
é Spain” But these conferences broke off, 
aboyt August 1701, without effece; and in 
September following, king Woilliam entered 
into the grand alliance with the emperor and 
the States General; whereby it was agreed, 
¢ That in the first place, endeavours should be 
“used, by amicable means, to obtain the sa- 
‘ tisfaction desired for the emperor ;’ who pro- 
bably at that time would have accepted a very 
easy composition for his pretensions. But, 
when the French) king acknowledged the Pre- 
tender as king of England (which not long after 
happened), his majesty king William and the 
parliament of England, justlyf provoked by this 
affront, resolved to enter into the war, which 
had been begun by the emperor alone in Italy 
the year before; and the late queen mentions 
this indignity as the chief motive of her engaging 
in it, as appears by her declaration of war 
against France and Spam, in May 1702. The 
said Earl adinits the several treaties set forth 
in the preamble to the said articles, and that 
such advice was given by parliament, and 
such speeches were made tron the throne, as 
- jn the said preamble are mentioned ; but, for 
more certainty, begs leave to refer himself to 
the very treaties, addresses of parliament, and 
speeches, when they shall be produced; and 
he bumbly hopes your lordships will allow hin 
to observe, ‘That those treaties manifestly shew 
that the design of the allies, in endeavouring 
the recovery of Spain from the house of Bour- 
bon, was to prevent the union of those two po- 
tent kingdoms in one and the same person, In 
the :raud alliance in 1701, the avowed ends 
are, § the procuring an equitable and reasonable 
. © satisfaction to ‘his imperial majesty, for his 
‘ pretensiuns to the Spanish succession ; the se- 
‘curity of the dominions of the king of Great 
¢ Britain and States General,with the navigation 
* and commerce of their subjects ; the prevent- 
* ing tbe union of France and Spain under the 
* saine government ;’ and the territories and 
provinces pointed out in the fifth article were 
the farthest views of that alliance: whereby it 
was thuuyhe his imperial majesty would receive 
- the utmost satisfaction which he could reason- 
ably demagd for his pretension to the Spanish 
succession.» No mention is made of the re- 
covery of the whole monarchy of Spain to the 
House of Austria, either in the yrand alliance 
or iu the defensive one, made the same, year, 
between his majesty king William and the 
States General; and when, in the treaty between 
the emperor, the queen of Great Britain, and 
the States General on the one part, and the 
king of Portugal on the other, about May 1703, it 
was Concerted to place archduke Charles, the 
present emperor, upon the throne of Spain, he 
was then but a younger branch of the House of 
Austria; and there is great reason to believe 
that the queen, as well as other princes of Eu- 
rope, and in particular the king of Portugal, 
did not think a treaty to procure the crown of 
_ Spain for the arch-duke, when a younger branch 


_ Of the Hause of Austria, did lay agy obiigation 


of procuring that monarchy for him when he 
becaine first of that House, and was elected 
emperor; since the imperial and hereditary 
dominions, joined to the whole Spanish mo- 
narchy, would have given such excess of power 
to one prince, as would have been formidable 
to Europe, and a means to destroy that balance 
of power which her majesty in ail her treaties 
had constantly laboured to preserve: and it isa 
known and an allowed rule by the law of na- 
tions, in reference to leagues between princes, 
That if there happens a material change in 
what was the principal ground and cause of the 
treaty, the obligation thereof ceases. «If, there= 
fore, in the preliminary articles in 1709, and 
afterwards in the conferences at Gertruyden-, 
berg, a cession of the Spanish monarchy to 
king Charles the third, who was then younger 
brother to the emperor, was thought reasonable 
to be insisted on: yet the said earl humbly © 
submits to your lordships great judgment, whe- 
ther there was equal reason for insisting on 
such cession, when king Charles the third was 
become head of that House, and had possession 
ef that Empire and all the hereditary countries 
of Austria, as a condition without which no 
peace should be made. The States General 
were so far from admitting, on yielding, that 
the monarchy of Spain should in all events be 
given to the House of Austria; that he the 
said earl hath heard they refused to admit it to 
be inserted as a condition of their Barrier Treaty 


‘when proposed by her majesty’s ambassador 


at the Hague; and chose rather to put a stop 
to the proceedings of that treaty, and hazard 
the advantages they thereby expected, than 
comply with that proposal. The advice of par- 
liament is of great weight; to which her late 
majesty always gave, and he the said ear! always 
paid, a just regard: and he doubts not but the 
House of Peers had proper inducements, when 
they gave their advice tu the throne, ‘ That no 
‘ peace could be safe, honourable, or lasting, 
‘ so long as the kingdom of Spain and the West 
‘Indies continued in the possession of any 
‘ branch of the House of Bourbon’ but, if he 
may be permitted to offer his humble conjec-e 
tures of the’ motives of that advice, he con- 
ceiveth it might proceed from an apprehension 
of a future union of those two crowns, as likely 
to ensue, in case Spain should continue in the 
possession of any who might become heir to 
the crown of France; and that even the con- 
Junction of the empire and Spain would be less 
dangerous than such ap union: bat when her 
majesty communicated to her parliament, the 
sixth of June 1712, the terms upon which a 
peace might be made, and thereby informed 
them, ‘ That France had been brought to offer, 
that the duke of Anjou should, for himself and 
his descendants, renounce for ever all claim to 
the crown of France; and that, at the same 
time the succession of the crown ef France was 
to be declared, after the death of the then dau- 
phin and bis sons, to be in the duke of Berry 
and his sons, in the duke of Orleans and his sons, 
and so on to the rest of the house of Bourbon ; 


~ 


‘ 


t 
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and that the succession to Spain and the West 
Indies, after the duke of Anjou and his chil- 
dren, was to descend to such prince as should 
be agreed upon at the treaty of peace, for ever 
excluding the rest of thehouse of Bourbon ;” 
- both Houses of Parliament, by their respective 
addresses to her majesty in the same month, 
expressed their entire satisfaction ;- And as the 
House of Commons desired her majesty ‘ to 
‘ proceed in the negotiations then depending, 
‘for obtaining a speedy peace ;’ so the EHlouse 
of Lords assured her majesty, that they entirely 
relied on her majesty’s wisdom, to finish that 
great and good wofk. And, after her majesty 
had concluded a peace on those terms, -both 
Houses of Parliament severally congratulated 
ber majesty on the conclusion of the peace ; 


and also joined in an address of the 22d of April’ 


1714, expressing their just sense of her majes- 
ty’s gooduess to her people, ia delivering them 
by a safe, honourable, and advantageous peace 
with France and Spain, from the heavy burthen 
of a consuming land war, unequally carried on 
and become at last impracticable. He the 
said earl acknowledges, that her majesty was 
pleased, about August 1710, to re-admit him, 
among others, to a place in her council, and 
require his services in offices of trust : to which 
he submitted, purely in obedience to her ma- 
jesty’s commands, with great reluctance, from 
tne prospect of the difficulties with which he 
was likely to struggle : But, as he never asked 
any employment, nor used any wicked arts or 
hase insinuations to obtain the same from her 
majesty ; 80, in all employments with which her 
majesty was pleased to honour him, he sin- 
cerely endeavoured to discharge his duty with 
the utmost integrity ; having always with the 
truest zeal desired and endeavoured, as far as 
he could, to promote the honour and service 
. Of her majesty, whose aim he knew to be the 
welfare of her kingdoms in the first place, and 
(as far as she judged it consistent with that) 
the common good of her allics. Iu or about 
the month of September 1710, her majesty 
{whose undoubted prerogative it was) thought 
fit to dissolve the Parliament then in being, and 
calla new one. In the year 1711, proposi- 
tions were made by France to her majesty, for 
eace, withont the contrivance or previous 
snowledge of the said earl: her majesty, out 
of her affection for ber people, having it much 
at her heart to establish peace in her own days, 
expressed her concern for the disappointment 
of former negotiations, and her earnest 
desire to put a speedy end to the war and to 
the effusion of Christian blood, and to ease her 
subjects from the heavy burthen of their taxes: 
The said earl doth acknowledge, that he 
xhought a peace was very much for the interest 
and advantage of Great Britain; and, in his 
humble opinion, the most . favourable juncture 
for obtaining advantageous terms of peace was 
immediately after the signal victories gained by 
her majesty’s arms in the year 1706 ; for, after 
the reduction of the dominions of the electors 
ef Bavaria and Cologne,’ with other important 
Vout. VO. : 


conquests in Germany; afterthe entire de- 
struction of three great armies ‘of France, in 
Flanders, Spain, and Piedmont: after the 
allies had recovered the Spanish Netherlands, 
Milan, and other territories in Italy : “it might 
have been hoped, fromthe great distress in 
which the enemy then was, a just and reason- 
able peace could have been obtained, since so 
much was at that time gained from the enemy, 
and so much more in ail probability, would 
have been yielded by them, as would have fully 


answered the ends of the grand alliance. Peace 


was at that time sought by the enemy: And 
the said earl, who had the honour to be then 


_one of the principal secretaries of state, owns, 


he then advised the accepting of it; and he 
humbly begs leave to observe that the war had 
been continued upon so unequal a foot ; that 
the burden of it annually increased, and at the 
time when those proposals were made by France 
was becoine almost insupportable. It had in- 


deéd been stipulated by the grand alliance, — 


* that the allies should assist one another with 
‘ all their forces, according to a specification to 
‘ be agreed on, in a particular convention for 
‘that purpose ;’ but it doth not ‘appear any 
such convention was made, otherwise than as 
the House of Commons were informed by one 
of the principal secretaries of state to his late 


“ 


majesty king William, ‘that, by the propor. | 


tions adjusted with the States, England was to 
‘furnish two parts of’ five by land, ahd, the 
‘ States the other three ;’ an 
furnish five parts of eight by sea, and the 
States the other three;’ but the States not 
always allowing thémselves to be under an 


obligation to furnish such proportions, gave 


Occasion to England’s bearing an unequal 
part in the war, witl: respect to- the allies, 
The States had that prudent regard to the 
frugal ordering of their affairs, that they fre- 
quently insisted they ought not to be pressed 
beyond their ability, and made themselves 
the sole! judges of what came‘Within the com- 
pass of it; and by that mean’ avoided the 


supplying any quota or proportion which they | 


thonght improper for them to furnish. In 
the mean time thé charge of the war was 
greatly increased upon the subjects of Great 
Britain. In the ‘year 1702, it was under 
4,000,000! ; from thence it gradually increased 
till the year 1706, the charge of which year 
amounted to above 5,500,000/. ; and still ad- 
vancing till the year 1711, it was then grown to 
near 7,000,000¢. ; and at the same time there 
was adebt contracted, not provided for by 


parliament, amounting to 7 or 8,000,0004 the 


very interest of which, and other debts 
wherein the nation was involved, amounted 
to 3,000,000/. per annum ; and the revenues of 


Great Britain was under such anticipations, _ 


that it was found difficult to raise above 
2,500,000/. for the growing service, to be paid 
within the ‘compass of the year; so that, 
when the daties and difficulties upon trade 
and the continuance of the taxes upon land 
ar had lain so heavy above twenty years) 


England was to | 
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are considered, the said earl! believes it could 
not be thought for the.public interest to pro- 
long the war, without an absolute necessity. 
During this time, the States had, managed 
with so good ceconomy, that the said earl 
hath not heard of any additional duty laid by 
them upon trade, from the year 1702, tothe 
year 1711; and what acquisitions were made 
upon the continent, during the continuance 
of the war, though at the expence of British 
blood and treasure, accrued to the share of 
the allies; and the Dutch being under no 
rohibition of commerce with France, had a 
urther advantage of the British merchants in 
respect to a free trade. Although the princes 
of the empire were engaged by previous 
freaties to furnish their quotas to the common 
cause; yet, when they were often pressed to 
do it, they alledged in excuse, ‘that those 
‘ troops ‘(which they were obliged to furnish at 
‘their own expence) werein the pay of the 
* crown of Great Britain ;’ the emperor left it 
to her majesty to provide for these troops which 
by the Portugal treaty in the year 1703, he was to 
furnish; the king of Portugal not only neglected 
the proportion of 12,000 foot and 3,000 horse, 
which by the said treaty he was to provide at 
his own expence, but even refused to permit 
the 11,000 foot and 2,000 horse (for which he 
had subsidy from her majesty) to be paid by 
musters, according to an article of that treaty ; 
and, when pressed to furnish his full number 
of troops, alledged his inability for want of that 
a of the subsidies which the States ought to 
ave paid bim; so that almost the whole charge 
of the war in Spain was left upon her majesty; 
the States having sent few or no troops thi- 
ther after the battle of Almanza, and all the 
‘other allies being likewise defective in their 
proportions. This was the condition of affairs 
_with respect to the charge of the war; nor did 
there appear, from the then situation of affairs, 
any more promising prospect with regard to 
the event; for although it had pleased God to 
bless her majesty’s arms with wonderful suc- 
cess, at which the said earl most sincerely re- 
joiced; yet it did not appear. that, after the 
year 1706, our successes in other parts had 
countervailed our losses in Spain; for, after 
two great battles wherein we had heen there 
defeated, after our .forces had been twice 
obliged to retire from Madrid, and after the 
taking the British troops at Briluega, the re- 
covery of Spain (which was the main article 
that retarded the conclusion of the peace at 
Gertruydenberg). seemed almost desperate ; 
esnecially since the French, in the year 1711, 
by their plentiful vintages and harvests had well 
nigh recovered the effects of the famine ; and 
since some of the allies, at the same time, made 


_- pressing instances for recalling part of their 


troops, as they had done frequently during the 
‘ course.of the war; from {whence it appears, 
how just the grounds were, upon which both 
‘houses of parliament represented to her ma- 
jesty, ‘ that the war had been unequally carried 
‘on, and was at last become impracticable.’ 


\ 
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And the said enrl humbly hopes, he shall not 
be thought to have designed any dis-service to 
his country, if, in such a condition of affairs, 
he did not dissuade her majesty from hearken- 
ing to the overtures of peaee made to her from 
France; or if during the negotiations, he endea- 
voured, by corresponding, with her majesty’s 
knowledge and approbation, in any courts con- 
cerned therein torectify any mistakes, or contni- 
bute in any measure towards the conclusion of a 
eneral peace ; But the said earl believes, that, 
in all the negotiations towards such peace, the. 
allies had such knowledge, ahd communication 
of all measures therein taken by her majesty, 
as the treaties her majesty was engaged in re~ 
quired ; that the propositions transmitted from 
France, about April 1711, were immediately 
communicated to the Pensionary and minis- 
ters of Holland; that her majesty did at the 
same time assure them of her resolution to act 
in concert with them, in making peace as in 
making war; that when the States had ex- 
pressed their desires to be equal with those of 
Great Britain, for a general and lasting peace, 
and had declared, ‘ that they were ready to 
‘ joist in proper measures to procure it, and de- 
‘sired France might explain itself more parti- 
‘cularly upon the points contained in those 


‘ propositions ;’ her majesty endeavoured to | 


obtain such explanations, and afterwards com- 
municated them to the States; And, if her 
majesty thought it not expedient to proceed in 
the method of a preliminary treaty, which had 
proved so ineffectual in the years 1709 and 
1710, but thought it might be sufficient upon 
articles signed by a minister of France, by his 
sovereign’s command, to open conferences for 
a peace; the said earl humbly hopes, that this 
proceeding will appear to be so far from being 
an unreasonable deviation from the methods of 
former transactions in that kind, that it will be 
justified by many precedents of such treaties. 
The said earl can affirm, that during the whole 
Negotiation, so far as he was concerned, he 
acted with a sincere intention to obtain a 
general peace for the welfare and honour of 
her majesty and her kingdoms, and such ag 
might give reasonable satisfaction to her allies, 
and answer all the obligations ber majesty was 
under by any treaties with any of the con- 
federates ; and is not conscious to himself thag 
he hath in any respect transgressed that duty, 
which, as a privy counsellor or officer of state, 
he did owe to her majesty or to the public. 
He is not insensible that many of the articles 
wherewith he stands charged are complicated, 
with such circumstances, aggravations, and in= 
ferences, as may render it dithcult for him to 
acknowledge some facts alledged, without ac . 
knowledging, or seeming at least to acknow- 
ledge, those circumstances or inferences: And 
as he is not conscious to himself of being guilty, 
of any crime he stands charged with; so 
takes it to be agreeable to the commen course 
of proceedings of this nature, and to your lord- 
ships’ justice, that he sbould not admit any 
circumstances which may tend to the accnsae 
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tion of himself. He therefore begs leave, that) propositions to the ministers of France, wherein 
he may be allowed to distinguish between the | the interests of Great Britain or the common 
acts themselves and the inferences drawn from | interest of Europe were betrayed ; nor doth 
them; and that, wherever he acknowledges | the said earl know that the said Mr. Prior had. 
any fact, he may not be understood to acknow- | any power to communicate propositions to the 
ledge those consequences which are in the arti- | ministers of France, which betrayed either the 
cles deduced from it, unless it shall appear that | interest of Great Britain, or the common in- 
the consequence was the aim and design of the | terest of Europe. Therefore the. said earl in- 
said earl, or is the necessary, result of any act | sists, that there. is no ground to charge him 
he hath done. __. | with the treacherous or pernicious contri- 
st vances in this article mentioned: And if any 
‘In. Answer to the first Article; the said | article was inserted in any propositions to bé 
earl saith, That he always had the greatest | communicated by the said Mr. Prior, ‘ That 
regard to the honour and safety of her |ate | ‘ thesecret should be inviolably Kept, till al- 
majesty and her kingdoms, to all the engage- | ‘ lowed to be divulged by the mutual consent 
ments she was under to the allies of this na- | ‘ of both ‘parties ;” yet the said earl denies 
tion, and to the common liberties of Europe; | that such article was inserted by his advice ; 
that he never was devoted to the interest or { and if any such there was, he cannot, however, 
service of the French king; that he is not | believe it was designed to exclude her'majesty’s 
conscious to himself of having acted, whilst } allies from the just share in the said negocia- 
he had the honour to be her late majes-| tions: And hopes he may be allowed to ob- 
ty’s high treasurer, or one of her most ho- | serve, thatin case any instructions were given 
'  mourable privy council, contrary to his oath, | for not divulging propositions which concerned 
or in violation of his duty and trust, or with] Great Britain in particular, the same were far 
disregard to, much less defiance of, any treaties | from manifesting such design as is before oien- 
in the said article mentioned, the advices of | tioned ; since it is well known to be the un- 
parliament, her majesty’s declarations from | doubted right of every member of a con- 
the throne, or any mutual assurances which | federacy, to demand particular advantages for 
had been made or renewed between her ma- | themselves, not inconsistent with their alliances, 
jesty and the States to act in perfect concert | and which are not to take place but en the 
with each other, in makirig peace as in mak- | conclusion of a general peace.; and ithas been 
ing war: And he utterly denies that, in or |,usual for those to whom the first overtures of - ~ 
_. about the months of July or August 1711, or | peace are made, to make demands for them- 
at any other time, he did form any contrivance | selves in the first place ; as the States particu- 
or confederacy to set on foot a private, sepa- | larly did inthe negociations at the Hague in 
rate, dishonourable, or destructive, negociation | the year 1709, and at Gertruydenburg in the 
of peace, between Great Britain and France ;{ year 1710. And though he apprehends that 
nor doth he know of any such contrivance or | an agreement not to divulge the propositions, 
confederacy formed by any of her majesty’s | without the mutual consent of both parties, 
privy council, or that such -negotiation was at | could not be to the prejudice of the allies; 
any time set on foot. But the said earl saith, | yethe believes that, in order to prevent any. 
he doth believe that, about the month of, April | unreasonable jealousies among them, ever 
1711, her late majesty did receive from France | those propositions which related to Great Bri- 
some proposals, in order to set on foot a treaty | tain in particular were communicated to them ; 
for a general peace, signed by M. de Torcy, | and that it will likewise appear, that the pro- 
secretary of state to the most Christian king; | positions signed by Mons. de Torcy, and — 
which, as he believes, were immediately com- | transwitted in the month of April 1711, in the , 
municated by her ambassador in Holland to the | said articles mentioned, whereby it is said, ~ 
States-General ; whereupon, as he has been in- | ‘ The French king offered to treat with the 
formed, they‘ thanked her majesty for her |‘ plenipotentiaries of England and Holland 
* confidence in them, declared themselves to be | ‘ alone, or Jointly with those of the allies, at 
‘ weary of the war, and ready to join in any | ‘ the choice of England,’ were proposals re- 
« measures her majesty should think proper for | lating only tothe manner of treating when the 
¢ obtaining a good peace; and that they hoped | conferences should be opened ; and that her 
‘her majesty would bring the French to ex- | majesty was-so far from taking upon her to ° 
¢ plain more particularly the several points con- | treat singly for the allies, that she chose to 
‘tained in the abovementioned proposals’;’ { have all the parties admitted to the Congress, | 
~ or to that effect: And that, after such request, | where they might have an opportunity. of 
her majesty sent Matthew Prior esquire to the | treating, and adjusting their respective. inte- 
court of France, in order to obtain as full and | rests ; that being in her opinion the fairest me- 
ample an explanation as he could of the first | thod of proceeding, most advantageous to the 
eneral offers. But the said earl denies that he | confederates, and most likely to prevent jea- 
Sid advise her majesty to send the said Mr. | lousies and discords among them. And the 
Prior to the.court of France, to make propo- | said earl saith, That. he doth not know that 
sitions of peace without communicating the | any negociation of peace was contrived or set | 
same to her allies; or that the said Mr. Prior | on foot, by any persons employed in her me 
did, by his advice or privity, communicate any |.jesty’s service, which was in any respect more 
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advantageous to France than France had asked, 
or which had the tendency to give the enemy a 
power to create misunderstandings between her 

majesty and her allies, or todestroy the con- 
fidence between them. | 


<¢ In Answer to the Second Article; the said 
earl saith, That he believes Mons. Mesnager, 
a subject of the French king, did, some time 
in the year 1711, with her majesty’s Icave, 
come into the kingdom of Great Britain, and 
bring with him a letter from the said French 
king to her late majesty, acknowledging ber ma- 
jesty, queen of Great Britain, and likewise 
‘expressing a desire to re-establish peace 
with her; and that he was furnished with 
full powers from the said French king, for 
that purpose. The said earl further saith, 
That it hath been the usual and allowed prac- 
_ tice in most nations, especially in England, for 
privy counsellors, by verbal orders from the so- 
vereign, to confer within ¢he realm with minis- 
ters of foreign princes : and he conceives such 
practice to be agreeable to the laws of this 
realm ; and that full powers are usually grant- 
ed to ministers who are sent abroad, for the 
justification of the persons with whom they 
shall treat, rather than to justify such ministers 
themselves. And the said earl denies that 
he did in the month of September 1711, 
or at any other time, secretly and unlaw- 
fully, of without authority, confer- or treat 
with the said Sieur Mesnager, on the ne- 
gociations of peacé between Great Britain 
and France, or that he did advise or promote 
the making a private and separate treaty or 
agreement between the said crowns; but he 
hath been informed, and doth believe, that 
there was a paper, styled, ‘The Answer of 
* France to the preliminary Demands of Great 
‘ Britain,’ more particularly signed by M. 
Mesnager only ; to which was subjoined a de- 
claration of the queen’s acceptance of those 
preliminary articles as conditions his most 
Christian majesty consented to grant, which were 
to be reduced into the usual form of treaties, 
and explained after the most clear and most 
intelligible manner to the common satisfaction 
of Great Britain and France, and this only in 
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‘ might in justice expect the securities and ad- 
‘ vantages mentioned in those proposals, what 
‘ prince soever he shéuld be to whom the mo- 
‘narchy of Spain should be allotted :’ And the 


said earl, recollecting as well as he can what. 
were her majesty’s views at that time, is per- 


suaded, that her majesty had then a prospect 
that the monarchy of Spain would fall to the 
share of another prince. The said earl denies 
that, by his privity, consent, or advice, any pri- 
vate or separate treaty or agreement, whereby 
the interests of Great Britain were given up 
to France, or the duke of Anjou was admitted 
to¢be king of Spain, was agreed, concluded, or 
5 by the said Sieur Mesnager on the part 
tf) 


France, and by the lord Dartmouth and ° 


Henry St. John, or either of them, in behalf 
of her late majesty ; much less did the said 
earl at any time assume to himself regal power, 
or take upon him to meet and. treat with 
the enemy without authority from her ma- 
jesty, or do any thing to subvert the an- 
tient and established constitution of the 
government of these kingdoms, or intro- 
duce any illegal or dangerous methods of trans- 
acting the affairs of state. And the said earl 
further saitb, That he did never aim at or en- 
deavour, by any separate treaty, to dissolve or 
cancel any of those solemn treaties in which 
her majesty stuod engaged to her allies; nor 
was he privy to any treaty whereby the queen 
was. brought under a dilemma, either to submit 
to the dictates of France in the progress of 


such negotiation, or to lose the confidence of 


her allies. 


‘ 

“Tn Answer to the Third Article; the said 
Ear! denies that, to disguise or carry on any 
private, separate, or dangerous regotiations, he 
did contrive or advise the preparing and .form~ 
ing the set of general preliminaries in the ar- 
ticle mentioned, intituled, ‘ Preliminary Arti- 
* cles on the part of France, to come toa ge- 
“neral peace,” or any other set of general pre- 
liminaries of ‘ike nature, or that the same 
should be signed by the Sieur Mesnager; or 
-that he did advise her sacred majesty, that the 
saine should be received by her majesty: But 
the said earl hath been informed, that certain 


case of a general peace ; and this declaration, | articles, called, ‘ Preliminary Articleson the 


or some other declaration to the like effect, he 
believes might be signed by the lord Dart- 
mouth and Mr. Secretary St. John, as in the 
said Article is set forth : But the ssid earl must 
crave leave to submit it to the judgment of-your 
lordships, whether a paper of that sort (if any 
such there was) containing offers from France, 
which were not to take effect but in case of a 
general peace, can be called a separate treaty : 
He believes the allies had early knowledge and 
participation of the said ‘proposals from the 
ministers of Great Britain ; but denies that 
the interests of Great Britain were thereby 
given up to France, or the duke of Anjou ad- 
mitted to be king of Spain; since, in the de- 
claration annexed to the said proposals, be 
‘ believes it is expressed, ‘That her majesty 


‘ part of France, to come to a general peace,’ 
signed by the Siear Mesnager only, were re- 
ceived by her majesty; and believesthe same 
might be communicated to the ministers of the 
allies then residing in England, as a ground 
whereon the‘confederates might treat or nego- 
tiate concerning a general peace; but whether 
the same were communicated asthe only trans- 
actions that had been on that subject between 
Great Britain and France, the said earl knows 
not: But, since it is terfhed impious advice, 
and contrary to the duty and trugt of a minis- 
ter of state of Great Britain, to advise the 
receiving such articles, the said earl, from his 
concern for the honour of her late majesty’s 
administration, and the future welfare of these 


kingdoms, doth submit, whether it is criminal 


- 
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for such minister to advise the receiving arti- 
cles from a minister of a prince in war, con= 
taining proposals for giving reasonable satis- 
faction to Great Britain and all her aHies, and 
which, being signed. by the minister of that 
prince only, were ‘not intended to bind any 
other: And since preliminary articles are no 
essential step towards “a general negotiation, 
there being, as he believes, but few instances 
where any matters of importance have been 
settled before the opening of general confe- 
rences, the said carl doth not conceive that, if 
any minister of state had advised her majesty 
to accept the preliminaries or offers from France, 
said to be signed by. M. Mesnager, the 27th 
day of September 1711, as the foundation of a 
treaty, he had thereby offended against any 
known law; since the proceedings upon’ such 
preliminaries could mot be more unsafe than 
proceeding without any at all. The said earl 
denies that any treaty, signed by the earl of 
Dartmouth or Mr, St. Jobn, or either of them, 
en. the part of England, and the Sieur Mesna- 
ger on the part of France (if any such there 
be), was industriously. concealed from the al- 
lies, her majesty’s council or parliament, by his 
advice or contrivance; or that he dissuaded 
her majesty from laying any such treaty before 
her allies, her council, or parliament; or that 
he advised her majesty to receive the said ge- 
neral preliminaries, or to communicate the 

same in her name, or by her authority, to the 
’ States General, as a sufficient foundation 
whereon to open the conferehces of peace 
with France, The said earl hath been inform- 
ed, and doth believe, that there were certain 
instructions prepared and signed by her ma- 
jesty, and delivered to the earl of Strafford, 
her majesty’s ambassador to the States General, 
wherein the said ambassador might be directed 
to represent to the Pensionary of Holland, and 
such others as should be appointed to confer 
with him, 1n such manner as 3s set forth in this 
article, or to the like effect: But he denies that 
the said instructions were prepared, signed, or 
delivered, by his advice. Nevertheless, the 
said earl believes the said instructions were 
well warranted by the truth of such facts as in 
the said article are set forth to be contained in 
those instructions; since the said earl hath bad 
credible information, that, after her majesty 
had received an account of the sense of some 
persons in Holland, concerning the overtures 
made by France for thie setting a general nego- 
tiation of peace on foot, very pressing instances 
were made on her majesty’s behalf with the 
enemy, to explain the first offers made by 
M. de Torcy more particularly, and to form a 
distinct project of such a peace as they were 
willing to conclude; and that such instances 
had effect, will appear from the pre!iminaries, 
said to be signed by M. Mesnager, September 
27th 1711, wherein several explications are 
made, and many particulars of moment are 
contained, which were notin the propositions 
of M. de Torcy. Wherefore the said earl. ap- 
prehends, ag the propositions said in this ar- 
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ticle to be sent over to France (if any such were 
sent) were not so general as the propositions 
of M. de Torcy, nor in any respect ensnaring or 
destructive to the interests of Great Britain or 
the allies ; bat yet the said earl believes, that 
her majesty, at the same time she did commu- 
nicate-the said preliminaries to the States Ge- 
neral, did likewise order her ambassador to. ac- 
quaint them, ‘ That she judged those articles 
‘ did not contain such particular concessions as 
‘ France would be probably obliged to make in 
‘ the course of the negotiations ;’ or to that ef- 
fect. If therefore her majesty did, for the good 
and ease of her people, endeavour to prevail 


\ 


with her allies to enter into a negotiation of '- 


pexce, and did communicate the said prelimi- 
naries to them with that view; the said earl 
cannot be induced to believe, that the said ge- 
neral preliminaries, communicated to the States 
by her majesty in manner aforesaid, were calcu- 
lated to amuse and deceive them; nor doth 


the said earl know, or believe, that her ma- - 


Jesty’s instructions to her said ambassador, 
either in the particulars abovesaid or in any 
other, contained matters false, prevaricating, 
or evasive: and the said earl must take the li- 
berty to affirm, that in the late negotiations of 


peace, as well as in all other public transactions 


of state, as far as he was concerned, he acted 
with the highest regard to the honour of her 
majesty, and with the utmost zeal, for the wel- 
fare botlrof. her and her people; and is not 
conscious to himself, that he ever gave any 
counsels whereby the truth and sacredness, 
which ought to constitute and accompany the 
instructions of public ambassadors to princes, 
in friendship and confederacy against the com- 
mon enemy, were In any wise prostituted, or 
the honour of her majesty and of the imperial, 
crown of these realms in any sort debased or 
betrayed. And he humbly hopes no instance 
can be given, wherein the royal hand of her 
late majesty was made the instrument to ad- 
vance the ingerest of the common enemy. 


“In Answer to the Fourth Article; the said 
Earl doth nut remember what representations 
were made by Monsieur Buys to her majesty, 
in relation to the propositions in the said article 
mentioned. But saith, that if any representa- 
tions were made, the same were not rendered 
ineffectual by any influence of the said earl. 
And the said earl doth admit, that, at a com- 
mittee of council, there might be made some 
declaration in her majesty’s name to M. Buys, 
to the effect in the said article mentioned ; but 
doth not admit, that-any such declaration 
was made by him the said earl, or by his ma- 
nagement or contrivance ; and the said earl 
believes, that what was so declared to the said 


M. Buys was agreeable to truth, and to the . 


real sentiments and intentions of her majesty ; 
nor doth he know, wherein the said article, 
signed by M. Mesnager, and accepted by the 
lord Dartmouth and Mr. St. Jobn (if any such 
were then signed) were inconsistent with such 
declaration, or how her majesty was thereby 


\ 
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dishonoured, or her allies abused; or that any 
negotiation entered into with France was either 
dangerous in itself or fatal in its consequences. 


‘© In Answer to the Fifth Article; the said 
Earl admits, that her sacred majesty queen 
Anne did, in due form of law, and under her 

reat seal, constitute the right reverend John 
ford bishop of Bristol and the earl of Straf- 
ford, hef p!cuipotentiaries, with full powers, to 
meet, treat, and conclude, with the plenipo- 
tiarics of the confederates and those whom 
the French king should on his part depute for 
that purpose, the conditions of a good .and 
general peace, that should be safe, honourable, 
and, as tar as was possible, avreeable to the rea- 
sonable demands ot all parties ; and believes in- 
_ structions were prepared and delivered tq 
them, wherein they were instructed, among 
other things, to the eilect in the said article set 
forth ; and is firmly persuaded, that, when the 
said plenipotentiaries were so instructed to 
insist that Spain and the West Indics should 
not be allotted to the house of Bourbou, no 
treaty had been negotiated and agreed, that 
Spain and the West Indies should remain in a 
branch of that house; and he has reason 
to belicve, that at the time when the said in- 
structions were given to her majesty’s said 
plenipotentiaries, there was just ground to be- 
' fidve that king Philip would be induced to 

abandon Spain and the West Indies, and 
content limself with the dominions of Savoy 
and the kingdom of Sicily; and he believes he 
may so far depend on his memory as to say, 
‘That he heard the late queen declare, she 
“believed the prospect king Philip had of 
“suceeeding to the crown of France, would be 
¢ an inducement to him to be easy with that 
€ allotment ;’ and it seemed probable, that the 
addition of the dominions of Savoy to the 
crown of France, in case king Philip should 
succeed to it, would be esteemed by the 

French court as a thing more to be desired 
-by them, than that Spain and the Indies 

should remain in the possession of a younger 

prince of the house of Bourbon, under tbe 
condition of his renouncing the right he would 
have to the crown of France if the eldest 
branch should fail. These seem to him to 
have been her majesty’s views at the time 
when the said instructions were given to the 
bishop of Bristol and the earl of Strafford: 
and he therefore believes: that; whoever con- 
trived or prepared the same, did prepare them 
conformable to her majesty’s real sentiments, 
and was far from any thought or design to 
abuse the royal authority, delude the States 
General, prejudice his imperial majesty or any 
of the allies, or carry on the measures of 
France. And if king Philip afterwards, upon in- 
formation that the then Dauphin was likely te 
live, or at the pressing instances of the Spa- 
niards and influence of Spanish councils, 
or upon any other motives, refused to accept 
of Savoy and Sicily, and chose rather to re- 
nounce the French monarchy; he thinks no 


é 


person who acts in the service of the crown 
can be safe, if it may be charged on him asa 
crime, that he advised instructions, which, by 
intervening circumstances, afterwards became 
improper: but he the said earl doth not 
admit that he contrived or prepared the 
said instructions, or was consenting or advising 
to the contriving or‘ preparing of them, or 
prevailed on her majesty to sign them; much 
less that he abused the royal authority to the 
delusion of the States General, or intended the 
prejudice of his imperial majesty or any of 
the allies, or was engaged to carry on the mea- 
sures of France, or had, when the said in- 
structions were prepared, negotiated or agreed 
with the ministers of France, that Spain and 


the West Indies shouid remain in a branch . 


of the House of Bourbon, or had_ prevailed 
on her majesty to be party to any private 
treaty wherein the same is necessarily implied, 
If the plenipotentiaries were instructed, ‘ That 
‘in case the enemy should object, that the 
“second article of the seven signed by mon- 
‘sieur Mesnager implied the duke of Anjou 
‘should continue on the threne of Spain, to 
‘insist that those articles were binding to 
‘France, but laid neither the queen nor her 
‘allies under any obligation ;’ the said earl 
doth not apprehend how an instruction to her 
majesty’s plenipotentiaries, to make- a just 
answer to a false inference that might happen 
to be drawn by the enemy from the words of 
such an article, cau be interpreted an entering 
into a confederacy or collusion with the minis- 
ters of the enemy ; or that her majesty’s con- 
sent to such instructions could imply any design 
to impose on his imperial majesty or the allies, 
or to conceal any negociations between Great 
Britain and France. But the said earl is con- 
fident it will not appear, by “y of his actions, 
on the strictest scrutiny, that he ever entered 
into any confederacy or collusion with the 
ministers of the enemy, or prevailed on the 
queen to give her consent thereto, or had any 
designs to impose upon his imperial majesty or 
any of the allies, or ever was privy to any 
secret neyotiations or separate treaty between 
Great Britain and France, whereby, either in the 
before-mentioned or in any other particulars, 


any reproach could be brought on the crown’ 


of these realms, or any treaties wherein her 
majesty was engaged to her allies were vio- 
lated. 


‘}In Answer to the Sixth Article; the said 
Earl doth admit, that after the conferences of 
peace between the plenipotentiaries of the 
allies gnd those of the enemy for negotiating 
a general peace were opened, wherein he is 
persuaded her majesty and her ministers did 
act in perfect confidence with the allies, in 
order to promote their common interest, and 
to obtain from the enemy all just and reason- 
able satisfaction, the progress of the said nego- 
tiation was delayed by debates concerning the 
enemies refusal to give their answer in writing 
to the demands of the allies; but he doth not 
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know that any of the ministers of Great 
Britain did, by any encouragement or con- 
currence, contribute thereunto. And if during 
that time her majesty thought fit to authorize 
any of. her ministers to write or negotiate 
upon any particular points relating to the 
peace, directly from England to France, in 
order to facilitate’ the general negotiation of 
peace, which he the said earl doth not admit 
to have been done by his privity: yet he the 
said earl doth not apprehend that, by the 
constitution of the kingdom or any law in 
being, the queen was debarred from doing so; 
or that, by constituting the said plenipoten- 
tiaries, she had so far delegated to them ther 
royal authority, as to be disabled, without re- 
voking their commission, to treat or negotiate 
any matters conducing to that end, in such 
‘other manner as she should think fit. The 
paid earl saith, That he did not advise, con- 
trive er promote, any private, separate, or 
Mnjustifiable negotiation with France; nor 
doth he know any negotiation relating to the 
peace was carried on without communication 
thereof to the allies. And the said earl denies 
__ that he ever assumed regal authority ; or that 

he treated of peace with France in any 
manner that could be liable to such impu- 
tation ; or did promote the desjgn of the ene- 
my, to the destruction of the common cause 
of her majesty or of her allies, contrary to’ 
the laws or constitution of this kingdom, or in 
violation of any of the alliances her majesty 
stood engaged in, or of the assurances given 
by her majesty, or of her instructions to her 
zleipovenanics: or that any terms of peace 
-were by him at any time concerted, preju- 
dicial to the interest of her majesty, or her 
kingdoms or allies, or whereby the good effects 
of the general negotiation were defeated. 


“In Answer to the Seventh Article the said 
Earl saith, That he never advised herlate majes- 
ty to accept of a treaty with France, ona sup- 
position that the Spanish monarchy should con- 
tinue in the possession of a branch of the 
house of Bourbon ; nor did he advise or carry 
on any private or separate negeciation with 
France, on the subject of a renanciation to be 
made by the duke of Anjou of the right he 
might have to the kingdom of France, and that 
such renunciation should be the security 
against the re-union of the two kingdoms; or 
that by his counsels her majesty was prevailed 
Op to accept, and finally to conclude and ratify, 
a treaty of peace with France, wherein the said 
renunciation is taken asa sufficient expedient 
to prevent the mischiefs that threatened all 
Europe, in case the crowns of France and 
Spain should be united upon the head of one 
and the same person ; nor doth he know that, 
during the said negociation, any such memorial 
"asin the said article is set forth, was transmitted 
by the said monsieur de Torcy to any of her 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state: but 
he the said garl doth freely acknowledge, that, 
if be had been called upon to give his opinion 


- 


concerning the leaving of Spain and the West 
Indies in the possession of a branch of the 
house of Bourbon, and accepting the renun- 
ciation of his right to the kingdom of France 
by the duke of Anjou; he doth not at present 
see any reason why he might not have been of 
opinion for leaving Spain and the West Indies. 
to the present possessor, and accepting the 


- renunciation, rather than have-continued the 


war, so burthensome to the people, and im- 
practicable upon the foot on which it then stood; 
especially since all endeavours to remove him 
by treaties or force had so long proved inef- 
fectual : and in case any such memorial as is -. 
set forth in the said article was sent by any . 
minister of France to the secretary of the late 
queen, he should look upon the same as a 
proof of the earnestness of the court of France 
to avoid such renunciation, which might more 
effectually prevent all possibility of annexing 


_ the crown of Spain to that of France. Bat, 


whatever inducements might be for such a me- 

morial Gf any such was transmitted), the said 
earl doth affirm, that he never gave any coun- 
sels, by which the interest of the common eause 
could be betrayed into the hands of the enemy ; 
nor doth he think it was possible, by any power 

and influence, to engage her majesty to become 
party with France in any deceit ; but whatever 

credit he at any time had by her favour, he al- 
ways used it, with the utmost sincerity, for 
her service and the good of her people.” 


“In Answer to the Eighth Article ; the said 
Earl believes that her late majesty queen 
Anne did, on the 7th day of December in the 
year of our Lord 1711, recommend it from the 


throne, “ That provision might he made for an 


early campaign, in order to carry on the war 
with vigour, and asthe best way torender the 
treaty of peace effectual; and he doth believe 
thar, in order thereto, suppties were granted, 
and magazines provided at a great expence, for 
an early campaign; and that in pursuance 
thereof, her majesty might send some general 
officers to explain her intentions’ to her allies ; 
and likewise instructed her genera} the duke of 
Ormond to declare her resolutions of carrying 
on the war, and to concert with the generals 
of the alliesthe proper measures for entering 
upon action; and he doth believe that the confe- 
derate army was provided with all necessaries} 


_but whether the said army had approached, or 


how near they had approached, to the enemy ; 
whether they had any, or what superiority as- 
to thenumber of troops; or what likelihood 
there was that they would have been able, ei+ 
ther by battle or siege, to have bettered the 
affairs of the allies, or to have facilitated the | 
negociations of peace, the said’ earl is not able 
tosay: but it must be obvious to every one, 
that any miscarriage or disaster on the part of | 
the allies,at such a juncture, must have been 
fatalto them ; and though the divine assistance» 
had been very remarkable in the many victories 
her majesty’s forces had obtained, yet her ma- 
jesty’s piety was so great, that it isnot likely 
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she should, without the greatest necessity, have 
been willing to have tempted that Providence 


-which had been so signal in her favour, by ha- 


zarding the blood of her subjects, at a time when 
she had so near a prospect of the conclusian of 
a peace: and the said earl belieyes it might be 
owing to this piety of the queen, and hex 
knowledge of some important matters then de- 


_ pending, that directions were sent to the duke 


of Ormond (if any such were sent) to avoid 
engaging in any siege, or hazarding any battle, 
ull further orders; which he supposeth her 
majesty might do upon any causes she thought 
proper, as well as the deputies of the States ; 
who as the said earl hath been informed, have 
often refused to engage in siege or battle 
upon such ground as they alone thought fit, 
when their own generals and the generals of the 
other allies were of opinion they had a visible 
advantage of the enemy, and might engage it 
such siege or battle with great probability of 
success. But he doth affirm, that the ministers 
of France never represented to him, or to any 
others as far as he knows, during any negocia- 
tion, any apprehensions they had from the 
bravery and good disposition afthe confederate 
army ;nor was he ever informed ofany sure pros- 
pect, which, it isalledged the army of the confe- 
derates then had, ofgaining new conquests over 
the army of France, or whereby they would 
have been enabled to have forced any better 
terms of peace than there was at that time 


' Jikelihood of, but, on the contrary, he has been 


informed, that the forces of France were su- 
perior in number to those of the confederates, 
especially in horse. However, the said earl 
doth not admit that he did advise or consent 
that any order should be dispatched in her 
majesty’s name to the duke of Ormond to the 
aforementioned effect ; nor had he any view or 
design to disappoint the expectations of the 
allies, or to give seccess to any secret negotia- 
tions with the ministers of France: The said 
earl likewise denies that he did consent or ad- 
vise that orders should be sent to the bishop of 
Bristol, one of her majesty’s plenipotentiaries 
then at Utrecht, to declare to the Dutch minis- 
ters, That her majesty looked on herself, 
‘ from their conduct, to be then under no ob- 
‘ ligation whatsoever to them.’ He doth not 
know what alarm the allies might take, or what 
representations they made to the bishop of 
Bristol of their dissatisfaction or consternation ; 
but doubts not the said bishop would readily 
represent what they desired, though such re- 
presentation made by his lordship, if any such 
there was, fell not under the knowledge of the 
said earl; nor doth he admit that any applica- 
tion of that kind was made to him: And in 
case the States General made such address 
directly to hermajesty, by a letter of the 5th 
day of June, as in the ad article is set forth ; 
he the said earl, not being acquainted . there- 
with, could neither advise her majesty to 
hearken tothe instatces therein made, nor to 
disregard or reject the same. He saith, he 
never entered into measures for the advance- 


ment.of the interest of the eommon enemy ; oF 
cougtenanced, encouraged, advised, or pro- 
moted, any negotiations with France, without 
participation of the allies, or contrary to her 
majesty’s eugagement, or to the ruin of the 
common cause; nor is he conscious to himself 
that he ever gave any counsels, by which the 
progress of the victorious aris of the confeder= 
ates was stopped, or any opportunity lost for 
conquering the enemy, or which bad any tens 
dency to destroy the confidence between her 
majesty and her allies, or make the French 
king master of the negotiations of peace; or 
which could put the attairs of Europe into his 
hands. | 


“In Answer to the Ninth Article;the said Earl 
denies he was privy ur consenting to any con- 
cert with the ministers of France, for the se- 
parating the truops in her majesty’s pay from 
the rest of the confederate army : and, not 
being privy to any such concert, he hupes it 
will not be imputed to him as any want of 
duty, that he did not advise against such a 
proceeding. He denies also that be ever en- 
tertained the least design of imposing upon the 
allies any necessity of submitting to the terms 
of France, or of leaving the confederate army 
to the mercy of the enemy : or that he did con- 
sent, or advise her majesty, tbat the duke of 
Ormond and the troopsin her majesty’s pay, 
or such of them as would obey his orders 
snould separate themselves froin the army 
of the confederates. ‘The said earl hath 
been ifurmed, and believes it to be true, 
that the imperial general and some other 
generals did propose to the duke of Ormond, 
in June or Julv in the year 1712, to decamp 


from the ground where they lay, and to proceed : 


towards Landrecy, in order to form the siege of 
that place: and that the duke of Ormond 
thought it not proper to consent thereto, and 
gave notice to the said generals, ‘ that, if they 
‘ decamped, they must not expect him to follow 
‘them.’ And the said ear! believes instances 
may be given, where generals of other poten- 
tatcs in the alliance have refused to comply 
with what bas been proposed to them by her 
late majesty’s general, 
likewise heard, that notwithstanding such no-= 
lice fromithe duke of Ormond, the said ge 
nerals separated themselves and their forces 
from the sviu duke, and marched towards Lan- 
drecy without him; and that the said duke 
continued for some time in_ his former camp 
after such separation; and that the generals of 
the auxiliary troops paid by her majesty, al- 
though required by the said duke of Ormond 
under whose command they then were, to con- 
tinue with him and to obey his orders, refused 
sd todo. He the said earl supposes it might 
proceed from her majesty’s resentment of that 
instance of disobedience in the auxiliary troops 
to the commands of her general, that she did 
not think ft immediately to pay the arrears of 
those forces which had so obstinately withdrawn 
themselves from her general, and marched 


Vhe said earl bath - 


J 
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without him towards Landrecy ; as not appre- 
hending herself obliged by any conventions, 


or the provision ofany act of parliament, so to. 


do. But, whatever might be the causes op nc- 
casions of her majesty’s resentment, the said 
earl saith, that he, being in the office of high 
treasurer under her majesty, could not by the 
duty of his place, issue out any monies without 
@ proper warrant or authority from her majes- 


ty : and denies that he ever received any war-, 


rant or authority from her majesty for issuing 
any sum or sums of money, for or towards the 
pay or subsidies on account of the said foreign 
troops who had so separated ; without which, 
the issuing or directing any monies for the pay- 
ment of them had been a violation of his duty. 
And the said earl denies that he did at any 
time refuse or put a stop to any.such pay or 
subsidies ; but, on the contrary, when the 
ministers of the princes, to whom those forces 
_ belonged, did apply for the payment of the said 
troops, the said earl desired them to make ap- 
plication to her majesty for the necessary war- 
rants, in order thereunto. And as the said 
earl had no notice of any separation intended 
between her majesty’s forces and those of the 
allies befure the same was made; so he abso- 
lutely denies that, by his advice or counsel, or 
with his privity, any such separation was 
made ; and humbly apprehends, that he ought 
Not in justice to be charged with any conse- 
quences of it. He believes that the forces of 
some of the allies were engaged in the unfor- 
tunate action of Denain; and that the siege of 
Landrecy was raised, and the towns of Quesnoy, 
Bouchain, and Doway, were some time after 
re-taken by the French army. But whether 
those disasters might not have been prevented 
by a compliance with the measures her majesty 
had taken for the common good, the said earl 
submits to your lordships. 


Tn Answer to the Tenth Article ; ‘the said 
Earl denies that he did carry on orconcert with 
the mimisters of France a private or separate 
negotiation for a general suspension by sea and 
land between Great Britain and France; or 
that he did advise her majesty to send over 
Henry viscount Bolingbroke to the court of 
France, with powers to settle such suspension ; 
but ‘hath been informed, and believes it may 
be true, that, about the 19th of August, N, S. 
1712, a suspension of arms was agreed on in 
France, by the said viscount Bolingbroke on 
her majesty’s part, for four months : but whe- 
ther such agreement was made without the 
knowledge or participation of her majesty’s 
allies, or how far the terms of peace were then 
settled with France, either for Great Britain or 
the allies, the said earl is not able to set forth; 
but, from the informations be hath received of 
that affair, believes it will appear that the said 
suspension was a continuation only of a former 
agreement for a cessation of arms, which had 
been not only communicated to the allies, but 
into which they had been invited: and. believes 
her eae might be induced to desire such 

Vor. Vil 


cessation, as what was usual amongst princes _ 


and states in war, during negotiations of peace, 
by which means the British merchants enjoyed 
a free trade, and had an opportunity of carry- 
ing the merchandizes of other countries ta se- 


veral parts of Europe, as the Dutch. had done — 


during the war: And therefore the said .éarl 
doth not conceive that her majesty, by the said 


suspension, did in the least intend the violation . 


of any treaties between her and her allies, or 
to deprive them of any assistance to which they 
were entitled, or expose them to the insults of 
the common enemy ; nor doth he discern how 


these consequences could ensue, without the’ 


default of the allies themselves ; much less how 
the ties of union and: friendship between her 
majesty and them were cut asunder, or her 
majesty’s person or government, or the safety: 
of her kingdoms, or the protestant succession, 
were exposed thereby: but the said earl assures 
himself, that he shall never stand chargeable 
with any consequences of such suspension, 
which he never advised ; nor did he the said 
earl ever entertain the least thought or design 
of occasioning the destruction of the common 
cause of Europe, or hindering her majesty from 
resuming the war against France in conjunc- 
tion with her allies, if it had been so thought 
fit or of weakening the union between her ma~ 
jesty and them. : 

“‘ In Answer to the Eleventh Article ; the said 
Earl saith, he believes it to be true, that, in 
orabout the months of September or October 
1712, the States General were in possession of 
the town ‘and fortress of Tournay : and that 
her majesty, in her instructions of December 
23,1711, to her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, 


did direct them to insist with the plenipotentia-- 


ries of France, in the general Congress, ‘ That 


‘ towards forming a barrier for the States Ge- | 
‘ neral, Tournay should remain to the States ;” . 


and doth believe the French king did at one 
time incline thereunto; but doth not know 
that her majesty, in her speech in the said 


article mentioned, did declare herself as in - 


the said. article is set forth. The said earl ad- 
mits that, until and after the months of Sep- 
tember and October '1711, there was open 
war between her late majesty and the French 
king, and that during such war the French 
king .and his subjects were enemies to the late 
queen : but the said earl hath been informed, 
and believes, that full powers were given by 
hdr majesty and the States General of the 
United Provinces to their respective ministers, 


and by the French king to bis ministers, to. 


negotiate and treat. of peace between her ma- 
jesty and the States General and the said 
French king, upon which negotiations a 
peace was afterwards concluded between 
them ; during which negotiations, he hath 
heard that the French king did insi¢t upon the 
yielding up the town and fortress of Tournay, 
by the States to him; and the said States 
General desired her majesty’s interposiuon 


with the French king on their behalf; and 
_N | 
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that, at snch request, her majesty interposed 
her best offices on behalf of the States Gene- 
ral; and did at last prevail, that the said 
town and fortressof Tournay should be (and 
he believes the same is) continued to the States 
General, as part‘ of their barrier, But the 
said earl absolutely denies that he did design 
to give aid or succour, or to adhere to the 
French king ; or that he did in or about the 
month of October 1712, or at any other time 
during the said war, aid, help, or assist, or 
adhere to the said French king; or that he 
did ever counsel or advise the said enemy, in 
what manner, or by what methods the. said 
town and fortress of Tournay, or either of 
them, might be gained from the States Gene- 
ral to the French king, in manner and form as 
in the said article is charged: On ‘the con- 
trary, he the said earl did use his best offices to 
preserve the said town and fortress of Tournay 
to the States General: But the said earl 
saith, that, during the negotiations of the late 
peace, he had the honour to be one of her said 
late majesty’s privy council: and whatever 
counsel or advice he gave relating to any terms 
of the said peace, he acted therein as a privy 
eounsellor and minister of state, and no other- 
wise; and doth insist, that for any privy coun- 
sellor, or minister of state, during the negotia- 


tions of peace, to advise or negotiate concern-- 


ing the yielding or giving up any town, pro- 
vince, or dominion, upon the conclusion of the 
peace, as part of the terms and conditions of 
such peace, is not high treason by any law of 
this realm; and that such construction might 
hereafter deprive the crown of the advice and 
assistance of several members of the privy 
council in matters of the greatest importance, 
by deterring them from giving such advice as 
by their oaths and the duty of their place they 


- are obliged to do; would overthrow ali means’ 


of restoring amity between princes, and render 
the law in case of high treason oncertain (which 
by reason of its being the most penal, ought to 
be most plain) ; and would be highly danger- 
ous and destructive to the lives and liberties 


_- of the subject. 


‘To Answer to the Twelfth Article ; the said 
Farl, net admitting that her late majesty queen 
Anne stood engaged by treaties in mapner as 
in the said article is alledged; but referring 
himself to the treaties when they shall be pro- 
duced; fur answer, denies that he did in any 
of the years 1710, 1711, and 1712, or at 
any other time, aid, help, assist, or adhere 
to, the duke of Anjou in the said article 
named; or advise or counsel any of the 
enemies of her said late majesty, or concert 
with any of them, or promote the yielding 


or giving up Spain and the West Indies, 


or any part thereof, to the said duke of 
Anjou, i0 manner and form as in the said 
article is alledged. And the said earl saith, as 
in his answer to the eleventh Article he hath 
already said, that during the negotiations of 


the late peace, he had the honour to be one of 


“ 


her said late majesty’s privy council; and 
whatever counsel or advice he gave relating to 
any terms of the said peace, he acted therein 
as a privy counsellor and minister of state, and 
no otherwise; and ipsists as in his answer to 
the eleventh Article he hus insisted. 


«In Answer to the Thirteenth Article; the 
said Earl admits, that the flourishing condition. 
of trade and navigation contributes much to 
the riches, power, anc strength, of these king- 
doms; and believes that her late majesty had 
ajust regard thereto, and a sincere desire to 
obtain some advantages therein for her people ; 
and did make the several declarations from the 
throne, set forth in this Article: and that both. 
houses of parliament did from time to time 
express their grateful acknowledgements: to 
her majesty, for the great care and concern 
for the welfare of her people; and believes 
her majesty might think it reasonable, con- 
sidering the share and burden she and her 
people had sustained in the war, that France 
should in the first place adjust the interests of 
Great Britain, which were to be secured on 
the conclusion of a general peace; but the 
said earl doth not know, or believe, that, at 
the setting on foot, or in the progress of, any 
negociation between the ministers of Great 
Britain and France, it was laid down as a princi-~ 
ple, that France should in the first place consent 
to adjust the interests of Great Britain, to the 
intent that the ministers of Great Britain might 
thereby be enabled to engaye the queen to 
make the conclusion of the peace easy to 
France; nor doth he knew that any con- 
cessions were made by the ministers of Great 
Britain with intent to promote the interests 
of France against the allies ; or that any mea- 
sures were entered into or concerted between 
them, in order to strengthen the hands of 
the French, or to enable them to impose the 
terms of a general peace: and the said earl 
doth absolutely deny that he was engaged im 
concert with France, in any negotiation de- 
structive to his country; or that he ever had 
the least imagination or thought tending that 
way, or to the sacrificing the commerce of 
Great Britain to the aggrandizement of France ; 
but, on the contrary, he hath always had the 
most real ‘and sincere desires to secure and ad- 
vance the commerce of Great Britain, and to 
preserve his country; in whose service he hath 
been always ready to sacrifice himself and 
every private interest whatsoever. And the 
said earl is not conscious to himself of any 
want of duty, either in not insisting upon, or 
not procuring, the most certain securities that 
could be obtained, for the safety and advan- 
tage of the commerce ef these kingdoms: 
and the said earl doth not admit, that he did 
advise her late majesty that any propositions 
should be sent by Mr. Prior to France; or 
that any private or separate treaty, or the 
preliminary articles, which are said to be 
signed the 27th day of September 1711, should 


be signed: but the said earl hath been ine 
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“formed and believes, that ina paper, intitled, 
‘The Answer of France to. the demands of 


_ Great Britain more particularly,’ it is said, 
‘ That the entire restitution of Newfoundland 


“and of the Bay and Streights of Hudson 
‘was demanded for the English;’ and that 
the French king’s answer was, ‘ That the dis- 
“cussion of that article should be referred to 
“the general conferences of the peace; pro- 
© vided the liberty of fishing and drying of 
‘ codfish upon the Isle of Newfoundland should 
‘ be reserved to the French:’ and the said earl 
conceives that paper not conclusive; but was 
to be the subject of future conferences, where- 
in the whole matter might be entirely con- 
sidered; and consequently, that the entering 
. Into conferences on that paper, was not the 
yielding to the French liberty ‘of fishing. and 
drying fish on Newfoundland, which they in- 
sisted on: and the said earl denies that he 
advised the demands of Great Britain, in 
point of commerce, should be made in loose, 
general or insufficient terms; or that he ad- 
vised the liberties insisted on by the French 
should be given up to France, as in the said 
article is alledged: and he believes, that when 
it is considered what advantages were likely to 
* ensue to the commerce of Great Britain, by 
’ the Assiento contract and the liberty of trading 
to the Spanisb West Indies, by the cession of 
Accadia, the Bay and Streights of Hudson, 
the Island of St. Christopher, Newfoundland, 
the Island of St. Peter, with other adjacent 
islands, by the demolition: of Dunkirk, and the 
cession of Port Mahone and Gibraltar, it will 
not be thought the commerce of Great Britain 
was neglected by her majesty in the late 
treaties of peace; and as the said earl doth 
not know that France was at any time master of 
_ the negotiations ; so‘he denies that he did engage 
her majesty in any. private treaties with France 
without security for the commerce of Great 
Britain; or that be did contrive, with any of 
the ministers of France, to keep in suspense 
any matters that concerned the said com- 
merce; or that he was any ways instrumental 
to the preyenting any advantages of the said 
- commerce ‘from being settled; or that he en- 
deavoured to elude any thitg that had “been 
agreed. on in any negotiations for the benefit 
of Great Britain.. And although the said 
earl doth not admit that he advised the ninth 
article of the treaty of commerce with France; 
yet he begs leave to observe, that nothing is 
positively stipulated in that article; but the 
. whole is conditional, and left to be deter- 
mined: by the. wisdom of parliament: and 
hopes # will never be thought .an act of 
treachery, to refer any article of any treaty 
to the judgment and consideration of par- 
liament, whatever judginent the parliament shall 
think fit to make thereon. And the said earl 
denies that he advised her majesty to agree 
with France, that the subjects of France should 
have the liberty of fishing and drying fish on 
-Newfouodland; but the said earl believes, 
that. what her late mejesty agreed with France 


relating thereto will not seem unreasonable, 
if it be considered that the French long ago 
claimed. a right to, and were in possession of, 
great partof Newfoundland ; and that they were 
allowed to continue in possession thereof by 
the crown of England, in a treaty made at 
Whitehall, in the year 1686, and in another 
treaty made at Kyswick in the year 1697: and 
the said earl doth not know that such agree- 
ment of her majesty is contrary to the express 
provision of any act of parliament; sinee, he 
presumes, the act made in the 10th and 11th 
years of the reign of king William the Third, 
intitled, ‘ An Act to encourage the Trade of. 
‘ Newfoundland,’ cannot reasonably be in- 
tended or construed to extend to any part of 
the island, other than what was at the time of 
making ‘that act in the possession of the 
English ; and the said earl is informed, that at 
that ‘time the part of Newfoundland, where 


‘the subjects of France are, by the treaty 


of Utrecht, allowed the liberty of fishing and 
drying fish, was not ia the possessiqgn of the 
English. The said earl denies that he advised 
her majesty to make a cession to France of the 
Isle of Cape Breton; or that he advised her 
majesty to consent that what 1s-agreed in the 
treaty of Utrecht. concerning the fishery of 
Newfoundland or Cape Breton should be made 
an article in that treaty: however, the said 
earl doth not know that Cape Breton was 
part of the territories of the crown of Great 
Britain; nor doth he apprehend that her 
majesty, who, in her speech from, the throne, 
declared, ‘ That France had consented to make 


“an absolute cession of Annapolis, with the. 


‘rest of Nova Scotia or Accadie,’ should 
be understood to speak of Cape Breton, which 
is no part of that continent, but an. island 
distinct from it. The said earl further saith, 
he conceives that the only advantages in trade 
stipulated for Great Britain did not depend on 
conditionsto be made good by act df parlia- 
ment; on the contrary, he doubts nat to 
make it appear, that many advantages in trade 
were stipulated for Great Britain in the late 
treaties of peace and commerce, which have 
been enjoyed by the subjects of Great Britain 
since the cenclusion of the said treaties, not- 
withstanding the parliament has not thought 
fit to make any act to enforce the ninth article 
of the treaty of commerce with France; and 
the said earl denies that by his counsel the 
good intentions of her sacred majesty to have ob- 
tained for herpeople advantageous terms of com- 
merce were frustrated, or the trade or manufac- 
tures of Great Britain rendered precarious or at 
the mercy of the enemy, or any, beneficial branch 
of trade yielded up to the subjects of France. 
And as the said earl disowns the being coa- 
cerned in any violation of treaties, or in carry- 
ing on the measures of France, or in any ne- 
gotiation which could terminate in the sacrifioe 
of the commerce of Great Britain to France ; 
so he observes with great satisfaction the 
fiourishing condition of the trade and naviga- 


tion of these kingdoms, since the conclusion — 


~ 


i 
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and by means of the late peace, in the great 
increase of the number and tonnage of shipping, 
of the exportation of the woollen manufac- 
tures, the fish, and other produce of this king- 
dom; in consequence whereof, the customs 
have been greatly advanced, near three mil- 
lions of gold and silver hath been coined, and 
the exchange has been all along in favour of 
England to and from all parts of Europe. 


_ Tn Answer to the Fourteenth Article; the 
said earl doth not admit that he formed any 
project or design for disposing the kingdom of 
Sicily to the duke of Savoy from the Heuse of 
Austria; or that he did advise her majesty to 
give any such instructions to Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke as in the said article mentioned, 
or to consent to any treaty wherein a cession 
is made of the said kingdom to his royal high- 
ness, without any concurrence or participation 
of his imperial majesty: nér doth he admit 
‘that her majesty was prevailed on by his advice 
to ‘assist his said royal highness with her fleet 
against the emperor, 10 order to obtain the pos- 
session of that kingdom; but, in justification 
of her majesty’s proceedings in relation to the 
gaid kingdom, the said earl doth beg leave to 
observe, that, by the grand alliance it was 
agreed, among other things, ‘ That the confe- 
“derates should use their utmost endeavours 
€to recover the kingdom of Sicily out of the 
* hands of the enemy :’ and that the principal 
ends for the endeavouring the recovery of 
Sicily were, ‘That his imperial majesty 
‘might have a reasonable satisfaction for his 
‘ precension to the Spanish monarchy : and that 
‘the trade and navigation of the subjects of 
© Great Britain and Holland might thereby be 
‘ better secured:’ since, therefore, the empire 
and hereditary countries of Austria were now 
fallen to Charles the third, who at the time of 
that treaty, was a younger branch of that 
House; since several towns in the French 
Flanders, which were not in the possession of 
king Charles the second at the time of his 
death, together with Spanish Fianders, Milan, 
and Naples, might seem a reasonable satisfac- 
tion for his imperial majesty’s pretensions to 
the Spanish succession; and since the trade 
and navigation of the subjects of Great Bri- 
tain and Holland would be as effectually se- 
cured by the disposition of the kingdom of 
Sicily to the duke of Savoy, as if the said king- 
dom had fallen to the share of the emperor ; 
- and greater difficulties would be likely to arise 
in obtaining the disposition thereof to the 
house of Austria than to that duke, inasmach 
as king Philip might be more easily induced to 
yield it to the duke of Savoy than to so potent 
@ prince as the emperor; and there were 
grounds to believe that all or most of the 
princes and states of Italy were so apprehen- 
sive of the growing power of the House of 
Austria in Italy, that they would suffer any 
extremities, rather than submit. that Sicily, 
_ together with Milan and Naples, should be in 


the hands of the emperor; the said earl doth 


‘not discern how any project to dispose the 
said kiogdom to that duke could be thought 
unjust, dishonourable or pernicious, or an act 
of injustice to his imperial majesty, or viola- 
tion of the grand alliance; nor doth the said 
earl remember in what respect it was contra- 
dictory to any declaration of her majesty, or 
the instruction she had given her plenipoten- 
tiaries: and in case her majesty thought ft 
afterwards to employ any part of her fleet to 
assist that duke, her good and faithful ally, to 
take possession of that kingdom frem the 
enemy, in consideration of the said duke’s 
steady adberence te the confederacy and 
great sufferings by such adherence, he the 
said earl is not able to discover why such 
assistance might not be given to the said duke, 
as well as to any other of her dilies whatso- 
ever: and since it is allowed by this Article, 
that the then duke of Savoy never made 
any application in order to obtain the said 
kingdom for himself; it seems an evidence, at 
least, that the person or persons who advised 
the late queen to agree to such allotment did 
not act upon any private interest; or had 
any other view than the preservation of a 


balance of power in Europe, and the security 


of the trade and navigation of the subjects of 
Great Britain and Holland; and canngt rea- 
sonably be thought, upon a fair and eandid 
interpretation, to have been guilty of betraying 
the national faith or honour of the crown, or 
employing the naval power of these kingdoms, 
or the supplies granted by parliament, against 
any ally of this kingdom. 


“In Answer tothe Fifteenth Article; the 
said Earl saith, he is and always was of opinion, 
that the word of the sovereign is sacred: aud 
that all communications from the throne to par- 
liament ought to be true; and that it becomes 
all ministers of state, as far asin them lies, to 
maintain the honour of the crown, in such cases, 
with the utmost exactness: nor doth the said 
earl know that he hath at.any time been de- 
fective in his duty in this particular; or ever 
took upon himself any arbitrary or unwarrant- 
able authority, much less the chief direction 
and influence in her majesty’s oouncils ; por did 
he ever prostitute the honour of the crewn, or 
dignity of parliament, by misrepresenting any 
part of the late negociations of peace, to de- 
ceive either her majesty, her allies, her parlia- 
ment, or her people : nor did he ever prepare, 
forma, or concert, or advise her majesty to make, 
any speech or declaration from the throne to 
her parliament, that was not conformable to 


truth. He believes her majesty might make . 


several speeches from the throne, to her parlia- 
ment, at the several times in the said Article 
mentioned, to which the said earl refers ; and 
particularly, that her majesty did, on the 7th 
day of December 1711,declare, ‘ That her allies, 
‘especially the States General, had, by their 
‘ready compliance for opening a treaty of a 
‘general peace, expressed their confidence in 


‘her.’ But the said earl, not admitting there 


re 


HONS 


were such representations as suggested in this 
article, begs leave, in vindication of the honor 
of his royal mistress, who was a princess of 
strict piety and truth, toobserve, that the States 
General sent over M. Buys to her majesty, with 
letters full of assurances of their respect for her 
person, and their resolutions not to separate 
themselves from her ; and likewise signified by 
him to her ministers, their readiness to concur 
with her majesty; and the said M. Buys im- 
mediately upon his arrival at London, delivered 

assports for the French ministers to come to 
Utrecht ; and at ameeting of several lords of the 
council, shewed his approbation of sending cir- 
cular letters to invite the rest of the allies to 
the general Congress : and the said M, Buys ex- 
hibited full powers for preparing and siguing a 
new treaty, whereby her majesty and the States 
should be mutually engaged to each other in 
making war and peace, to guaranty the peace 
when tnade, and to invite the rest of the allies 
into such guaranty. All which matters and 
transactions being previous to the 7th of De- 
cember 1711, her majesty might justly regard 
the aforesaid authentic acts and assurances as 
greater proots of the confidence the States had 
in her, and of their readiness to concur with 
her, than any representations or reports before 
that time ; and that the said declaration cf her 
majesty from the throne was founded upon the 
strictest truth, And the said earl believes, that 
every one who impartially considers the steps 
taken in the late negociations of peace, the 
length of the treaty, the several letters from 
one of her majesty’s principal secretaries of 


state to her plenipotentiary at Utrecht, the ra- 


tification of the engagement signed by her mi- 
nisters and M. Buys the 18th of December 
41711, and her exhorting the States to ratify the 
same; her pressing instances to the princes 
and states of the empire, and the many other 
acts which were dene by her majesty’s orders, 
during that transaction, for the service and sa- 
tisfaction of her allies; will readily acknowledge, 
thac her majesty did her utmost to procure for 
her allies, and in particular for his imperial ma- 
jesty, all reasonable satisfaction, and to unite 
with them in the strictest engagements to ren- 
der the peace secure and lasting, agreeable to 
her speech of the said 7th day of December, 
and her message of the 17th of January tollow- 


. ing, in this article mentioned: and if, by any 


extraordinary demands or groundless jealousics 
of any of the allies, or other accidents, her 
majesty was not able to obtain for them all the 
advantages she desired, this will not derogate 
from the truth and sincerity of her majesty’s 
expressions ; and it is evident her majesty did 
procure them so great satisfaction, that the 
allies did all sign the peace at the same time 
with her majesty, excepting only the emperor ; 
and even his interests were so far adjusted, that 
what remained in dispute was not thought of 
consequence sufficient to delay so great and 
good a work ; and it is well known the em- 
perors of Germany have frequently declined 


eigning their treaties of peace at the same time 
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was in-~ 


with their allies : but that her majesty 
earl to enter: 


duced by any influence of the said 


into any negociation with France, exclusive of | 


her allies, or that the said earl carried on any 
such negociation ; or that the interest of the 
said alles, or in particular of the emperor, 
were, by any practices of his, given up to France, 
he utterly denies. And when it is considered, 
that much British blood and treasure had been 
spent to recover Spain and the West Indies 
from the house of Bourbon; that an expensive 
war had for many years continued, which her 
majesty still supplied with new recruits and re- 
doubled expence; that her armies, and those 
of the allies, had been beaten in Spain: that 
prince Eugene had declared, ‘ That 40,000 men 
‘and 4,000,000 of crowns per annum, would 
‘ be necessary for carrying on that war, and 
‘that his master could supply no more tharva 
‘ fourth part of that charge ;’ that it was found, 
by long experience how averse the people of 
Spain in general were to submit themselves to _ 
the house of Austria; that her majesty discern- 
ed the charge of renewing the war in Spain 
would be a burthen too great for her subjects, 
and that there was little probability of its being \ 
successful :- thet the hereditary countries were 
then, by the death of the emperor. whe se 
fallen to king Charles, who was soon after 
chosen emperor (by which event the interests 
of the princes and states of Europe were 
changed) ;_ it cannot be doubted but that her 
late majesty had, at the time when she made 
the aforesaid declaration, done her utmost to 
recover Spain and the West Indies by force of 
arms: and the most she could do afterwards 
was by way of negociation, wherein she insist- 
ed with that earnestness on king Philip’s 
quitting Spain, that France complied with her 
majesty’s proposals: but when king Philip 
could not be prevailed on to give up Spain, 
her majesty thought his renunciation of the 
crown of France, as_ circumstances then stood, 
the most practicable, if not the only method 
left, to prevent the union of those two me 
narchies, But the said earl doth not think it 
probable, that the leaving Spain and the West: 
Indies to the house of Bourbon was the found- 
ation of the preliminary articles signed“ by M. 
Mesnager, and of the declaration annexed, 
which had been signed. by the lord Dartmeuth 
and Mr. St. John, with her majesty’s consent, 
(and which the said earl supposes is what is. 
called the private treaty in this article), since 
he believes it was then thought more likely 
that the crown of Spain might fall to some 
other prince. And the said earl doth not ob- 
serve how her majesty can be charged with ut- 
tering any falsity in her message of the 17th 
day of January, wherein she takes notice 
how groundless the reports. were, that had 
been spread, of a separate peace being treated ; 
for which repoft there was not then, nor at 
any other time, the least foundation ; since 
only some few points were adjusted, relating 
te the particular interests of her own kingdoms, 
and eyen those were to have no effect but 


( 
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upon the conclusion of a general peace, and 
were likewise, before such conclusion, com- 
municated to the allies; And the said earl 
denies that thenceforth, or at any. time, 
there was carried on by him any separate 
measures with the ministers of France, nor 
doth he conceive that the proposal about 
the renunciation was merely speculative ; but 
' that it was of sucha nature, as would execute 
itself, and keep the crowns of France and Spain 
more effectually divided than ever; if it be 
considered, that it did not consist only in a re- 
nunciation to be made by Philip, then in pos- 
session of the crown of Spain, of his contingent 
right to that of France; but that there was a 
title to the crown of France thereby given to 
the duke of Orleans, and after him to the rest 
of the princes of the house of Bourbon, who 
could not be presumed to want the will, nor 
would be likely to want the power, to take 
possession of the crown of France, by virtue of 
such title, in opposition to a prince at such 
@ distance, and who had solemnly renounced 
all his pretensions to it: nor can the said earl 
think the declaration of any minister ot France 
against such expedient (if any such Chere was 
made) a sufficient ground for her majesty to de- 
cline it. The said earl therefore must beg 
leave to repeat, that he is not able to discover, 
from any thing that appears in those speeches, 
that, in the particulars aforementioned, or any 
other, the essential points relating to peace and 
commerce, or which concerned toe interests 
either of her alliesor Great Britain, were -mis- 
represented by ber majesty: nor doth he 
know or believe, that any instance can be given 
wherein he abused the favour of his royal mis- 
tress, to whom he did always bear and pay the 
most sincere veneration and duty; or wherein 
he did mislead her parliament into any ground- 
less or fatal resolution, or prevented their ad- 
vice to her majesty, or obtained their appro- 
bation to any dangerous practice ; or whereby 
her majesty could he ever deprived of the con- 
fidence of her allies, or exposed to contempt. 


«In Answer to the Sixteenth Article; the 
said Earl doth insist, that, by the laws and 
constitution of this realm, it is the undoubted 
right and prerogative of the sovereign, who is 
the fountain of honour, to create peers of this 
realm, as well in time of parliament, as when 
_ there is no parliament sitting or in being ; and 
that the exercise of this branch of the pre- 
Fogative is declared, in the form or preamble 
of all patents of honour, to proceed ‘ex mero 
motu,’ as an act of mere grace and favour ; and 
that such acts are not done, as many other acts 
of a public nature are, by and with the advice 
of the privy council; or as acts of pardon 
usually run, upon a favourable representation 
_ of several circumstances ; or upon reports from 
the attorney general, or other officers, that such 
acts are lawful or expedient, or for the safety 
or advantage ofthecrown; but flows entirely 
from the beneficent and gracious disposition 
of the sovereign, He farther saith, that neither 


Ns 


the warrants for patents of honour, the bills or 
other engrossments of such patents, are at any 
time communicated to the council or the trea- 
sury, as several other patents are ; and there 
fore the said earl, either as high treasurer or 
privy counsellor, could not have any knowledge 
of the same : nevertheless, if her late sacred 
majesty had thought fit to acquaint him with 
her most gracious intentions of creating any 
number of peers of this-realm, and had asked 
his opinion, whether the persons whom she 
then intended to create were persons proper to 
have been promoted to that dignity, he does 
believe he should have highly approved her 
majesty’s choice; and doth not apprehend 
that, in so doing, he had been guilty of any 
breach of his duty, or violation of the trust in 
him reposed, since they were all persons of 
honour and distinguished merit ; and the peer- 
age thereby was not greatly increased, con- 
sidering some of those created would have been 
peers by descent, and that many titles of peers 
were then lately extinct : and the said earl be- 
lieves many instances may be given, where this 
prerogative hath been exercised by former 
princes of this realm in as extensive a manner, 
and particularly in the reigns of king Henry 
8, king James 1, and his late majesty king 


William, The said earl begs leave to add, that | 


in the whole course of his life, he bath always 
loved the established constitution; and in hig 
private capacity, as well as in all public stations 
when he had the honour to be employed, hath 
ever done his utmost to preserve it, and shall 
always continue so to do, . 


in ANSWER to the further ARTICLES of 
IMPEACHMENT exhibited against the 
said Earl, 


“As to the First of those Articles he-saith, 
That he believes, in or about the month of Ja- 
nuary 1710, an expedition was projected, for 
making a conquest of the city of Quebeck, on 
the river of St. Lawrence, Canada or other. 
possessions of the French king,in North Ame- 
rica ; but denies he advised her majesty either 
to consent to the making such expedition, wr 
to give orders for detaching any battalions of 
the forces in her majesty’s service in Flanders, 
or to send any such battalions or any squadron 
of men of war on the said enterprize: but hav- 
ing heard that the said project, or some expe- 
dition of the like nature, had been some time 
before considered in a committee of council, 
and afterwards laid aside for that time; and 
not being fully apprised of the whole. project, 
nor so well versed in the affairs of that part 
of the world as others who had more oppor- 
tunity of knowing them, and lest the expedi- 
tion might not at that time prove so feazable 


or advantageous as others of better knowledge | 


in those matters than himself did expect; he 
did all that he apprehends his duty required to 
prevent the putting the same inte execution, 
and expressed his concern at it to some per- 
sons about the queen; and, having so farshewn 


‘ 
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his opinion of the said design at that thne, -be- 


hieves it would not have been thought proper 


for him to have appeared at the meetings, 


where the methods only of carrying on the ex- 
edition were to be adjusted ; of which meet- 
ings there had been but few before a mis- 
fortune befel him, which confined him to his 
bed: But the said earl denies thathe knew 
the said expedition was dangerous and de- 
structive ; nor did he hear that it was laid aside 
formerly, by a committee of council, a3 dan- 
gerous or impracticable, but only as improper 
ia the ‘circumstances of affairs at that time ; 
nor doth the said earl know, or believe the 
said expedition was set on foot with any de- 
sign to promote the interest of the French king 
or to weaken the confederate army in Flanders, 
or to dissipate the naval forces of this kingdom : 


and when others of her majesty’s council, bet- 


ter acquainted with that affair, did judge it to 
be proper and practicable, he did not think 
it became him, uponthe strength of his own 
single judgment, further to oppose an expedi- 
' tion, which, if it had succeeded, most certainly 
would have given a great and sensible blow to 
the settlements and trade of France in that 
part of the world. And the said earl, with 
good reason, is persuaded your lordships will 
not think it unfit that her majesty should take 
the opinion of those who better understood 
affains of that nature,or that your lordsbips 
can fudge the said earl in that respect to have 
been wanting in his duty to her majesty ; but 
. hopes it willbe rather an evidence of his fide- 
. lity to the queen and his country, that he so 
far discouraged what, in his own judgment, he 
was diffident of: however, he is satisfied that 
those of her majesty’s council who did approve 
the expedition acted therein with a sincere de- 
sire for the public good, notwithstanding the ill 
success it was attended with; which might 
chiefly be owing to delays by contrary winds, 
and other unforeseen accidents: and he doth 
not believe that her majesty’s allies did suffer. 
any prejudice, orthe common enemy receive 
any advantage, by the detaching of forces from 
Flanders to serve on this enterprize ; and is in- 
formed, that, to prevent any such danger, her 
majesty’s general who commanded at that time 
in Flanders had orders for providing other forces 
in their place, if he judged it necessary. And the 
said earl doth acknowledge, that the sum of 
28,0002. or thereabouts, was demanded at the 
treasury, about June 1711, on account of arms, 
accoutrements, goods, and merchandize, said to 
be sent on the said expeditionto Canada: But 
he saith, that he was so far from advising her 
late majesty that the said sum should be issued 
and pajd, that, on the contrary, he put a stop 
to the payment of the same, until he had done 
all he could at that time to examine into the 
expenditure of the said money: But being 
then high treasurer of Great Britain, and hav- 
ing received her majesty’s orders to pay the 


said sum, and not being able, with his utmest 


aca then todiscover any just cause why 


t should not be -paid, ihe did afterwards, in 


obedience to those orders, and according to 
the duty of bis place, countersign a warrant to 
the pay-master of her majesty’s forces for the 
payment of the same, pursuant to which, he 
believes, tte same was issued and receivert, 
And asto that part of the said article which 
charges the said earl with employing his arts or 
credit to keep the House of Commons from 
examining that affair: he begs leave to say, 
That (whatever suspicions he might entertain in 
his own mind) he did not, upon examination, 
find that there was sufficient proof to justify the 
laying them before either House of Parliament ; 
And although he bath been informed that the 
papers relating to that expedition were lard be- 
fore the last, and have been all: along in the 
power of the present, House of Commons ; 
yet he hath not heard that any fraud hath been 
made out in that affair, notwithstanding the 
gentlemen who had them under their inspec- 
tion, neither wanted ability to make the utmost 
discoveries, nor could be supposed to be pre- 
vented therein by any influence of the said 
earl; and he hopes it will not be imputed to 
him as a fault, if he had used any skill or cre= 


dit to keep the House of Commons from exa-_ 


mining this affair at that juncture, when by aa 
unseasonable inquiry, before a proper proof 
could be had, the fraud (if any such there 
were) would be likely for ever toescape unpu- 


nished ; But the said earl denies that he ever | 


exercised or had any arbitrary power or influ- 


ence, either in her majesty’s private council - 


or the great council of the nation; or enter 
tained any design to prevent the justice due to 


the queen or the nation ; or that any discovery . 


had been made to him, further than what might 
give suspicion to one who was always jealous. 
(as became him) of any misapplication of the 
public treasure. And the said earl saith, that’ 
he is not conscious, that, by any letter or me- 


morial to her majesty, he hath acted contrary 


to his duty ; but humbly hopes he may be al- 


lowed to ohserve, that it would be a matter of 


particular hardship, and what seems to him in- 
consistent with the rules of government, and 
without precedent, if the most seeret and ine 


timate papers and letters, wrote to that most- 


renowned and pious princess her late majesty, 


by her own special command, and for her own 


private perusal, should be imputed to any asa 
crime: And if any quotation from any such 
letter or paper could be alledged against the 
said earl, he doubts not but there might ap- 
pear, from other of her majesty’s private pa- 
pers, what would justify him in many particu- 
ars wherewith he is charged, and would give 
further proof (if it were needful) how tender 
and 9ffectionate her majesty was to all her 
subjects. 


In Answer to the Second Additional Arti- 
cle; the said Earl-doth admit, that, about Oc- 
tober 1711, her late majesty did sign a warrant 
directed to him, then her treasurer of Great: 
Britain, for the issuing and payment of the sum 


of 13,000/. to John Drummond, esq. in the 


e 
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Article named: and that, on or about the 24th 
of November following, 1 pursuance of the 
said warrant under her majesty’s sign mauual, 
he the said earl did sign a warrant for the pay- 
ment of the said 13,000/. ; but, for more cer- 
tainty, begs leave torefer to the said several 
warrants, when the same shall be produced. 
And the said earl takes the words [‘‘ for spe- 
cial services of the war’”] to have been inserted 
by mistake of the clerks, for he absolutely de- 
‘ mies that he gave any direction for those words, 
or any other of like import, to be inserted; 
and he believes all the clerks of the treasury 
know, that the monies which arose from the 
sale of tin, were the queen’s prope: money, 
for the support of her household, and such oc- 
casions as she should please to direct, and not 
appropriated to the services of the war; al- 
though sometimes it hath been practised, that 
loans have been taken upon tin tallies, for the 
services of the war, and other public services, 
and afterwards re-paid to the civil list, which 
might possibly give occasion for such mistake. 
And the said earl saith, that, having been ac- 
quainted with the services the said Mr. Drum- 
mond had performed, by order of the late earl 
of Godolphin, in borrowing money upon tin 
at a low interest, the said earl asked Mr. Drum- 
mond’s consent, that a sum in tin tallies might 
be struck in his name; ana, with such consent, 
did direct that orders amounting to the sum of 
18,000/. should be charged in the register of 
the exchequer, on the monies arising by the 
sale of tin, in the name of the said Mr. Druin- 
raond, who afterwards, before his going to Hol- 
Jand, indorsed the said orders at the said earl’s 
request, and left them in the treasury; but 
how long it was before the said orders were in- 
dorsed, or how long they remained afterwards 
in the treasury, the said earl doth not particu- 
larly remember; but doth acknowledge, that 
the said orders and tallies carne afterwards to 
his own hands, and were dispused for his owa 
use. But, in order to lay the troe state of this 
affair before your lordships, the said earl hum- 
bly represents, that, upon bis first attending the 
late queen after his being woanded, her ma- 
jesty had the goodness to tell him, ‘ That she 
‘ designed him a sum of money ;’? Upen which, 
he represented to her majesty the bad condi- 
tion of her civil list. But several times after, 
her majesty asked him, ‘ Why he did not find 
“a way for receiving the money she intended 
‘ him, and bring the necessary warrants for that 
‘ purpose?’ He still urged thesame reason 
against it; and for near six months made no 
etep init; till atlast her majesty was pleased 
to say, ‘ She was resolved to have it done.’ 
And as her majesty had, ia matters of her 
bounty, made use of tin tallies for other per 
sons, she was pleased to mention the same her- 


self; and ordered proper warrants to be pre- 


pared for the sum which her majesty of her 
royal bounty intended bim. That, after her 
majesty had so positively ‘signified ber royal 
pleasure to bestow such mark of her favour 
wpon the said earl, the said tallies and orders 


(loz 


were struck, in Mr. Drummond’s name, with 
her majesty’s knowledge, and at the said earl’s 
nomination; and from that time the same were 
kept under the said earl’s direction, for his use ; 
and the said earl was advised, that nothing 
further was requisite to be done, after the as- 
signment of the said Mr. Drummond, for se- 
curing the said earl’s interest in the said tal- 
lies, till aun accident happened, which made it 
necessary, for further security, to have the. 
said warrant, as a declaration of trust; which 
was accordingly signed by her majesty, and is 
to the effect following ‘A. R. Whereas, in 
* the year of our Lord 1711, in consideration 
‘of the many good, faithful, and acceptable 
‘ services, which before that time had been 
‘ performed unto us, by our right trusty and 
‘ right well-beloved cousin and counsellor Ro- 
“bert earl of Oxford (then and now our high 
‘treasurer of Great Britain), which services 
‘have tended to the quiet, safety, and pros- 
‘ perity, of us and our realms, though the same 
‘ were accompanied with great difficulties upon 
‘ himself, and hazardsto him and his family ; 


.* and particularly reflecting upon the impious 


‘ attempt made upen his life; we did ther 
‘ fully resolve, as a particular mark of our fa- 
‘vour, and of our gracious acceptance of the 
‘ said earl’s services, to bestow upon him a sum 


‘inready money: But the said earl represent- | 


‘ ing to us, that the arrears then due to our ser- 
‘vants and tradesmen, chargeable upon our 
‘civil list, were very great and pressing; We 
‘did therefore agree and determine, that the 
© said earl should have to his own use the se- 
‘veral sums amounting to’ 13,00Q/. comprized 
‘in certain orders of loan, bearing date on or 
‘“aboutthe 11th day of December 1711, ia 
‘ your name, and charged upon the register in 
‘our exchequer, on the mouies arising by sale 
‘of our tin; which orders are not yet in course 
‘of payment. Now we do hereby declare and 
‘make known, that the said several sums, 
‘ amounting to 13,000/. contained in the said 
‘ orders, and the interest thereof due and to be 
‘ due, are, and shall be the proper monies of the 
‘ said earl of Oxford ; and we do hereby direct 
“and authorize you to transfer and assign the said 
‘orders and tie whole right and benefit there- 
‘ of to the said earl and his assigns, or to such per- 
‘ son or personsas he shall appoint in that behalf: 
‘and in case any the monies due or to be 
‘due or payable, upon the said orders, shall 
‘ come to your hands, in such case, our plea- 
‘ sure is, that you forthwith pay over the same 
‘ tothe said earl, his executors, administrators, 
‘or assigns, to his and their own use and 
‘ behoof, without any accompt to be thereof 
‘ rendered to us, our heirs or successors ; and 
‘ this our warrant, or an‘ attested copy thereof, 
‘ shall be your sufficient warrant and discharge 
‘ for so doing. Given at our court at Windsor 
‘ Castle, the 14th day of December, and the 12th 
¢ year of our reign, a D..1713. Toour trusty and 
‘ well beloved John Drummond, esq.’ And the 
said earl believes the said warrant-was drawn 
by Mr. Lowndes, secretary to the treasury; and 
: | yi | 
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by what means the same was omitted to be ef- 
tered in the treasury, he knows not: but, upon 
hearing there was a discourse about that said 
13,000/. ia tin tallies, he sent a copy of the said 
warrant to the officers of the treasury, without 
signifying any desire to have thesame entered ; 
well knowing it received its authority from the 
sign manual, which wanted no additional force 
from any entry thereof in the treasury books. 
And the said earl saith, That her majesty was 
pleased, of her mere goodness and boanty, and 
of her own free will, to give him the said sum 
of money, in reward of his faithful services, dnd 
for his sufferings inher service. And the said 
earl saith, That the said grant, according to the 
discount upon those tallies at that time, amount- 
ed to the sum of 10,000/, or thereabouts, 
wherein he acknowledgeth the great bounty of 


her majesty; and takes notice, that grants | 


much larger have been made from the crown 
to other ministers of state, while the necessities of 
the crown have heen equally pressing. And the 
said earl doth not know that, in this, or any 
other part of his. administration, he ever was 
guilty of any corruption, or any breach of his 
_ oath or trust as high treasurer of Great Britain; 
or that he did ia any manner abuse her ma- 
jesty’s goodness, or make an ill use of his access 
to her majesty, or embezzle the public treasure ; 
or did at any time knowingly injure or oppress 
her majesty’s subjects: but, on the contrary, 
the said earl.saith, that he managed the public 
money in the most frugal manner, in order to 
lessen as much as might be the charge of the 
war; and to ease, if he could, the Commons of 
Great Britain from all grievous taxes. And, 
m further vindication of himself against all the 
imputation of avarice or corruption insinuated 
in this article, the said earl saith, That, in every 
employment to which he was.called by her ma- 
jesty’s favour, he was always contented with 
the accustomed incomes and profits ‘of the said 
employments, without endeavouring to increase 
his gain by any unwarrantable or extraordinary 
perquisites: tnat whilst he was in any office of 
trust about her late majesty, he never abused 
that trust, in making any manner of profit or 
advantage to himself; either by the disposal of 
places in his own gift, or by the recommenda- 
tion of persons to her majesty for such as were 
granted immediately by herself: That neither 
in or out of place did he ever receive any pen- 


sion from the crown: that, as he came with 


clean hands into her majesty’s service, so 
went not only with clean, but almost empty 
hands out of it, having spent therein most 
part of the profits which accrued to him 
from the places he enjoyed; so that, at this 
time, notwithstanding ali the advantages he re- 
ceived from them, and the extraordinary bount 

of the queen to him, in this article menngned: 
he can with great truth affirm, that his pri- 
vate fortune hath received very inconsiderable 
addition thereby. 


«c In Answer to the Third Additional Article : 
the said Earl saith, That, Matthew Prior, esq. 
Vou. VII. 


/ 


‘being employed by her late majesty at the 


court of France, warrants were signed in the 
usual form, for payment of several sums of 


‘money to the said Mr. Prior; which he be- 
‘lieves, from the 27th of August 1712 to the 10th 


of July 1714, might amount to the sum of 
12,3601. as in the said article is set forth ; and 
he believes he did pay, or causeto be paid, at 
several times, the said sums, pursuant to the 
authority he had from her late majesty for that 
purpose ; which, he conceives, was not only 
lawful, but a duty incumbent on him. He fur- 
ther saith, That he doth not know that, by any 
law, there ought to be certain appointments or 
allowances, for the maintenance and support of 
ambassadors, envoys, plenipotentiaries, and 


-other public ministers of the crown in foreign 


courts : but that her majesty was at liberty to 
vary such appointments, and the manner of 
paying them, as she in her wisdom should think 
fit, out of any funds appropriated to the civil 
list. He doth believe that there are several in- 
stances, where persons employed to negotiate 
matters of importance, as ambassadors or pleni- 
tentiaries, have been allowed 1,500/. for their 
equipage, 100/. a week for their ordinary en- 
tertainment, and 1,600/, for extraordinaries ; 
and likewise further sums for services perforts- 
ed by special order: and if the said Mr. Prior 
had been paid upon that foot, he would have 
been entitled to a greater sum from the crown, 
forthe time wherein he was employed by her 
majesty as aforesaid, over and above. all dis- 
bursements for special services. And _ the said 


earl saith, That he takes the said Matthew © 


Prior to have been sent by her majesty into 
France for her majesty’s service, and in order to 
carry on the negotiations of a general peace: 
but denies that he was any creature of the said 
earl, or sent by the said earl into France, or that 
he carried on any negotiations of the said earl, 
or that her majesty was prevailed on by his 
counsels to send the said Matthew Prior as her 


~ 


plenipotentiary to the French king, without the 


privity of, or any communication with, the 
allies; or that the said earl used the least con- 
trivance for carrying on, or did carry on or 
promote any dangerous practices with the mi- 
nisters of France, or the enemies of her majesty 
or her kingdonis; or that he. did at any time 
combine with the said Matthew Prior, to defraud 
her majesty of any sum of money whatsoever, 
undercolour of his employment; or that the 
said Matthew Prior was sent into France, with 
the character aforesaid, without any settled ap- 
pointment or allowance for any such end ; or 
that he the said earl did givethe said Matthew 
Prior an unlimited credit, or promised to pay 
him any bills whatsoever, other than what he 
should be duly, authorized to pay; or that 
any bills of exchange in the. said article 
mentioned were drawn in pursuance of 
any such contrivance. The said earl saith, 
That, Thomas Harley esquire having been 
twice sent by her late majesty to the court of 
Hanover, he the said earl, being then high trea- 
surer of Great Britain, paid, or caused to be 
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paid to the said Mr. Harley the sum of 5,560/. 
- or thereabouts, by authority from her majesty, 
‘and according to the duty of bis office, out of 
monies appropriated to the use of the civil list ; 
aud he believes that, if Mr. Harley had received 
an allowance in proportion to what hath been 
. paid to ambassadors, it would have amounted 
to a greater sum ; but denies that the said sum 
5,5602. or any part of it, was paid without au- 
thority, or for promoting any wicked purposes 
_ of the said earl; or that hedid either illegally 
' or fraudulently issue or direct, or advise the di- 
rection or paymeut of, any sum or sums of 
money, out of her majesty’s treasury, to any 
- person whatsoever; or that he ever entered into 
any combination with the persons abovemen- 
tioned, or any other person whatsoever, to 
defraud her majesty of any of the public money 
which he wasentrusted with the management of. 


“In Answer to the Fourth Additional Ar- 
ticle ; the said Earl denies that he ever held 
any correspondence with Mary, the late con- 
sort of the late king James the 2nd, either by 
the means of Mr. Prior or by any other means 
~whatsoever; or that he ever intended, or had 
the least design, any way to promote the in- 
terest of the Pretender: Nor doth the said 
earl know or believe, that M. Gaultier, m the 
$aid Article named, was entrusted or employed 
as an agent, between any of the ministers of 
Great Britain and France, in transacting any 
, affairs relating to the Pretender; and denies 
thathe the said earl had any conferences with 
bim the said M. Gaultier on that subject; nor 
doth the said earl know, or believe, that the 
said M. Gaultier was emnpowered to concert 
with him the said earl particularly tlhe settling 
any payment or remittance of the annuities 
hereafter mentioned, or any other yearly sum 
to be paid or remitted out of her majesty’s 
treasury into France: Neither had the said 
earl the least design that any of the fruits or 
advantages of the peace should be made an 
offering to any adherent of the Pretender ; 
nor did he agree or undertake to procure the 
payment of the yearly sum of 47,0001. or any 
other yearly sum, to the use of the said late 
consort during her life. But the said earl doth 
admit, that the late king James the 2nd, by 
letters patents, under the great seal of England, 
hearing date on or aboat the 28th day of 
August in the year 1685, granted unto Law- 
rence earl of Rochester, Henry earl of Peter- 
borough, Sidney lord Godolphin, Robert War- 
den, esquire, and sir Edward Herbert, knight, 
(who are all since deceased,) divers annuities, 
or yearly sums of money, amounting to 
37,3298/. 13s. 7d. payable out of the hereditary 
duty of excise and the post office, and other: 
revenues in the said letters patents mentioned, 
to hold, to them and their heirs, during the life 
of thesaid consort, in trust for her; and, by 
other letters patents, bearing daté on or about 
‘the third day of December in the year 1686,’ 
also granted unto the said consort a further 
Pension ,or yearly sum, of 10,000/., to hold 


during her natural life; whereby the said re- 
venues arising from the hereditary excise and 
post office, and other the revenues in. the said 
letters patents mentioned, became charged 
with, and were liable to, the said annuities or 
yearly sums, as in this article is mentioned ; 
And the said earl doth admit, that the said 
revenues were, by several acts of parliament, 
granted and settled during the life of his late 
majesty king William the Srd, for the use 
and service of his household and family, and, 
for other his necessary expenses and occasions : 
and after bis demise, during the life of her 
late majesty queen Anne, were, appointed to 
be for the support of her household, and of 
the honuur and dignity of the crown: But 
saith, that, in the same act of parliament 
whereby the said revenues are so appointed, 
there is a general saving to all and every per- 
son and persons, of all such rights, titles, es- 
tates, interests, claims, and demands whatso- 
ever, of, in, or to, or out of the said revenues 
and hereditaments, or any of them, as they or 
any of them had, or ought to have had, before 
the making the said act, as fully to all intents 
and purposes as if the said act had never been 
made: And the said earl doth admit, that an 
act of parliament was made in the, 12th year 
of her lnte majesty’s reign, whereby the sum of 
500,000/., for the causes therein mentioned, 
was to be applied (in aid of the revenues or 
branches which were appointed for the supe 
port of her majésty’s household, and of the 
honoor and dignity of the crown) for or to- 
wards the paying and discharging such arrears 
of salaries, wages, diet money, and other allow- 
ances, and such debts, for emptions, provisions, 
and other causes, as should appear to be due and 
owing to her majesty’s servants, tradesmen, and 
others. But the said earl saith, he hath heard 
that the said lafe consort of the late king 
James the 2nd, esteeming herself to be entitled, 
by the laws of England, by virtue of the said 
letters patents, to the several sums of money 
therein mentioned, did, by letters of attorney, 
empower and authorize the said M. Gaultier t 
demand and receive, for her only use, benefit 
and behvof, all sums of money, which, from — 


‘and after the feast of the Annunciation of the 


blessed Virgin Mary .1718, were become due 
and payable upon the said several annuities, 
amounting to $7,338/. 13s. 7d. ; and the other 
annuity, or yearly sum, of 10,0002; and to 
give acquittances and discharges for the 
monies he should so receive to her only use 
and behoofas aforesaid ; and that thereupon 
he the said M. Gaultier applied himself to her 
majesty, for the payment of the monies which 
were incurred or grown dueon the said several, 
annuities, from the said 25th day of March 
1713; and that her majesty was pleased ta 
sign a warrant directed to him, the said earl, 
being then her majesty’s high treasurer, or ta 
the high treasurer or commissioners of the 
treasury, for the time being, in the words, or to 
the effects, in the said Article set forth; but 

for more certainty, refers hipself to the said 


- 
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warrant, when the same shall be produced ; 
and that, in obedience to her majesty’s com- 
mands signified by the said warrant, he the 
said earl did direct two several warrants to the 
auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer to the 
effect in the said Article set forth; but, for 
more certainty, refers to the said several war- 
rants, when the same shall be produced. But 
he denies he advised her majesty to sign the 
said warrant of the 23rd of December 1718. 
But when such warrant was brought to him, 
and he knew that the jointure of the said con- 
sort had been confirmed by act of parliament, 
and had heard that, by some private Article or 
agreement at the treaty at Ryswick, provision 
had been made in relation to it; and the le- 
‘ gality of the demand not being doubted by her 
majesty’s counsel learned in the law, the said 
earl thought it hisduty to pay obedience to it, 
and thesuin of 500,0001., intended to be raised 
by the said act of the 12th year of her majes- 
ty’s reign, together with a great additional sum 
in tallies, being designed for discharge of her 
majesty’s debts, the said earl thought himself 
sufficiently authorised to direct, that the said 
sum of money mentioned in the said warrants, 
which he was advised was a debt from her.ma- 
jesty, should be paid out of the said 500,0001.; 
yet the sum ia the said warrants mentioned, or 
any part thereof, was not paid out of the said 
appropriated sum of 500,000/. or otherwise ; 
but the whole sum of 500,000/. was applied to 
other uses, for which it was appropriated. 
And the said earl humbly hopes, that he hath 


not hereby betrayed the honour of her late ma-_ 


jesty, or the imperial crown of these realms, or 
acted contrary to his duty. And the said earl 
doth acknowledge, that the said M. Gaultier 
coming into England with letters of credence 
from the French king to her late majesty, after 
having resided some time in England; her 
majesty was pleased, before his departure 
hence, to direct a present should be made to 
the’ said M. Gaultier, as bath been usual 
in like cases ‘to’ public ministers: and he 
believes her said majesty was the rather inclined 
to make such present to the said M. Gaultier, 
because the said earl hath heard and takes it 
to be true, that the said Gaultier had been in- 
strumental with the Frenchkmg to obtain the 
delivery and release of those poor protestants, 
who had suffered on board the gallies on ac- 
count of their religion ; whose rescue from 
slavery her majesty, out of her known zeal to 
the protestant religion, and out of her wonted 
piety and compassion to the confessors in so 
good acause, had much at heart, and had pre- 
vailed therein beyond expectation ; it being 
‘ what by his majesty king William had been at- 
tempted in vain, and was thought by many 
impossible ever to be obtained : And the good 
offices of the said Gaultier in “that affair hav- 
‘ing ‘been very acceptable to her majesty, she 
was pleased to increase his present in respect 
thereof; and therefore ordered it to be paid 
in the same manner as had been done to 
ethers, whose presents her majesty thought fit 


to augment : And for this end, her majesty, 
about the time in this article mentioned, did 

sign a warrant, directing the payment of 
1,0007. sterling to Daniel Artbur, esq. in the 
same Article mentioned, to the intent it might 
be paid to the said M. Gaultier, on tbe ac- 
count aforesaid ; and the said earl believes the 
said monies were issued and paid accordiogly, 

and doth not appreliend he hath therein acted 

contrary to ‘his duty. | | 


In Answer to the Fifth Additional Article; 


‘the said Earl doth admit, the sovereign of this 


realm may refuse to receive any natural-born 
subject, who hath committed and is under the 


guilt of high treason, as a public minister, or 


with anycharacter from any foreign prince, state, 
or potentate: and that where suth person is 
known to be guilty of such crime, it may in 
most cases be fitso todo: But the said earl — 


‘apprehends that the sovereign is the proper 


judge whom to refuse or receive with such 
character. ‘The said earl believes, that a per- 
son styling himself, or commonly known by 
the name of Lilcot or Lawless, did, about the 
ear 1712 or 1713, come into England, with 
etters of credence to her majesty, from the ~ 
king and the late queen of Spain, and autho- 
rity to treat about carrying British merchan- 
dizes to the Spanish West Indies; and that 
her majesty was pleased to admit such person 
with such letters of credence; and before his 
return to Spain, was pleased to order, for the 
use of such person, the sum of 1,000/, to he 
paid out of the monies appropriated to the 
civil list; which the said earl, in obedience to 
such orders, caused to be paid, and humbly ap- 
prehends it was his duty so to do: But the’ 
said earl believes, that when the said Lilcot or. 
Lawless was so admitted, he was generally 
thought to be a natural Spaniard; and that, 
from the advantages of those licences which he 
brought for carrying: the British merchan- 
dizes to the West Indies he expected a much 
larger present: however, the said earl denies 
that he knew, or was informed, before the 
arrival of the said Lawless in England, any 
thing of his coming hither; nor, after his ar- 
rival, did he see him, or know of his being 
here, before he had been introduced to her ma- 
jesty, it being usual for public ministers to be 
introduced, by those servants.of her majesty 
to whose office it belongs, as matter of duty 
and common dispatch, without consulting 
therein other ministers of state; and, upon 
the notice taken of this affair, formerly in the 
House of Peers, it appeared, that the noble 
lord who introduced the said Lawless to the 
queen, by virtue of his office did it as of course, 
and did not then know he was other than a 
native of Spain. And the said earl saith, 
That, of a long time after he had been so in- 
troduced, the said earl neither knew or heard 
that he was other than a natural Spaniard ; 
but, when the said person bad continyed in 
England, a considerable time, there was a ru- 
mour, and the said earl was afterwards in- 
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formed, he was a native of Ireland, and de- 

arted out of that kingdom in his youth, and 
ad since been in the Spanish service; but 
doth not know nor was informed, tnat he had 
committed or been guilty of bigh treason, or 
that he had served the late king James the 2d, 
in the war in Ireland, against king William the 
Sd, or had followed the said king James the 2d, 
into France, or been in his interest or service, 
or had been in rebellion against king William, 
or in arms against the late queen. And the 
said earl, having no notice of the said ipl 
arrival before his heing admitted to ber ma- 
jesty, nor any knowledge of any crime he was 
guilty of, submits, whether it shall be imputed 
to him as any want of duty, that he did not 
advise her majesty against admitting or re- 
_ ceiving him.in the character aforesaid, or that 

he did, by her majesty’s authority, meet, con- 
fer, or negociate with him, concerning any 
affairs about which he was authorised to treat 
(in case he had so done, which however the 
said earl doth not admit); or that, by autho- 
rity from her majesty he paid the said sum of 
1,000/. to the said Daniel Arthur, which after 
came to his use; but the said earl doth deny 
that he advised her majesty to sign the war- 
rant for payment of the said 1,000/., or gave 
any directions for payment thereof, contrary to 
what was intended by her majesty. And the 
said earl admits, that some other sums of 
money, which might amount in the whole to 
915/. or thereabouts, were paid, in satisfaction 
of monies advanced to the said Lawless, as 
part uf the monies agreed to be advanced to 
his catholic majesty by the Assiento contract : 
But denies that he directed the payment of 
any other monies whatsoever, out of her ma- 
jesty’s treasury, to the said Lilesh, alias Law- 
Jess; or knows that any other monies were 
paid to him, beside the atorementioned sum of 
1,000/., and the manies paid in satisfaction 
of what was advanced to him towards the part 
due to his catholic majesty by the said As- 
siento contract. ‘And the said earl never as- 
sumed the supreme direction in her majesty’s 
councils; neither was he advising that the said 
* -person should be introduced to her majesty, 
or should be received or treated by her iminis- 
ters, under the disguised name of Don Carlo 
Moro, or should at all be received as a public 
minister here. And the said earl doth ac- 
~ knowledge, that the House of Lords, with com- 
mendable zeal, made such address and cane 
to such resulution, and that ber majesty made 
~ such answer and issued such proclamation, as 
in the said article is mentioned. And as the 
said earl had always the highest regard to the 
safety of her majesty’s person, the security of 
the protestant succession, and advice and re- 
solutions of the House of Peers; so he de- 
nieth that be had the least knowledge that the 
‘said Lelish, alias Lawless, had ever been mi- 
_ Ruster or agent of the Pretender at the court of 
Madrid, or the least suspicion that he was sent 
into England to promote the interest of the 
Pretender in these kingdoms. Nor is be con- 


scious to himself that he hath done any thing 
to expose the person of her most sacred mae 
Jesty, to enervate or render ineffectual the ad- 
vice of parliament or her majesty’s declara- 
tions, to countenance any emissary of the Pre- 
tender or encourage his adherents, to the dan- 
ger of the protestant succession, as by law 
established, in the serene house of Hanover : 
But, on the contrary, is persuaded his conduct 
in that affair is so well known, as not to need 


any further justification: But, if it should at - 


any time be thought necessary, he is able to 
produce those proofs of it, which are the best 
authority in the world, for his vindication. 


“In Answer to the Sixth Additional Article ; 
the said Earl hath been informed, and doth 
believe it may be true, that, after several un- 
successful attempts by her, late majesty, in 
conjunction with her allies, to establish his 
present imperial majesty upon the throne of 
Spain, instructions in writing were given to 
Mitford Crow, esquire, about the 7th of March 


1705; taking notice, ‘ Her majesty bad been. 


‘ informed, that the people of Catalonia were 
‘inclined to cast off the yoke imposed on them 
‘ by the French, and to return to the obedi- 
‘ence of the house of Austria; and that her 
‘majesty, desiring to maintain and improve 
‘that good disposition in them, and to induce 
‘them to put the same speedily in execution, 
‘had made choice of him to carry on so great 
* a work, for the advantage of her service, and 
‘the good of the common cause, as was the 
‘making a treaty with the Catalans, or any 
‘ other people of Spain, for the purposes afore- 
‘said; and that the said Mitford Crow was 
‘ thereby empowered .to give the Catalans, or 
‘ other Spaniards, assurances of her majesty’s 
‘utmost endeavours to procure the establish- 
‘ment of all such rights aod jmmunities as 
“they had formerly enjoyed under the house 
‘ of Austria, and the confirmation of such titles 
‘ as. had been conferred on any of them by the 
‘duke of Anjou; and that, for their further 
‘ satisfaction, her majesty had sent to king 
‘ Charles the 3d, fer powers for confirmiag the 
‘same to them,-and was willing, if they in- 
‘sisted on it, to become guarantee that it 
‘ should be done.’ And the said earl hath been 
likewise informed that her majesty, in a com- 
Mhission, granted to the said Mitford Crow, ex- 
pressed, ‘that she thought fit to enter into g 
‘treaty with the principality of Catalonia, or 
‘any other province of Spam, en condition 


“they would acknowledge and receive Charles © 


‘the 3d as lawful king of Spain, and utterly 
‘ abdicate the house of Bourbon, and join their 
‘ forces with her majesty’s;’ and that ber ma- 
jesty was pleased also to sign and deliver to 
the said Mitford Crow credential letters, di- 
rected to the nobility, magistracy, and other 
officers of Catalonia, or any other province of 
Spain, desiring them to give faith to every thing 
the said Mitford Crow should tell them in ber 
majesty’s name: And that instructions were 
likewise given to the earl of Peterborough and 
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sir Cloudesly Shovel], about the time, and to 
the effect, in the said article mentioned ; and 
that a manifesto, or declaration, was after- 
wards published by the said earl of Peter- 
borough, to the effect in the said article set 
forth: But the said earl denies that such mani- 
festo or declaration was prepared by bis ad- 
vice or privity; and the said earl believes it 
may be true, that some part of the nobility, 
clergy, and inhabitants, of the principality of 
Catalonia and also of the inhabitants of the 
island of Majorca, did afterwards acknowledge 
king Charles the 3d, now empervr, for their 
lawful sovereign, and did join their arms with 
those of her majesty and her allies, against the 
present king ot Spain; but by what motive 
they were induced thereunto, the said earl 
doth not know. And the said earl doth ac- 
knowledge, that, for some time, the arms of 
her majesty and her allies, in Spain, were at- 
tended with considerable successes, in which 
the bravery of the Catalans appeared, and the 
forces of the confederates twice entered the 
capital city of that kingdom; by which sig- 
nal conquests, and. the great supplies that 
have been granted by parliament for their as- 
sistance, the said people were under the highest 
obligations of gratitude to ber majesty: But, 
the advantages those successes had given king 
Charles the 3d being lost, her majesty found 
the burthen of that war very heavy to her 
subjects, the conquest of Spain for the pre- 
sent emperor impracticable, and, after the ac- 
cession of the empire and descent of the 


_ . hereditary countries to him, esteemed incon- 


sistent with the interests of many of her allies, 
and therefore thought it necessary, for the good 
of her people and the tranquillity of Europe, 
to efiter.into negotiations for a general peace : 
but the said earl denies that be entered into any 
conspiracy for subjecting the Spanish monarchy 
to the House of Bourbon, or even bad the least 
design of the ruin or destruction of any of the 
rights, liberties, or privileges, of the Catalans ; 
or that he ever formed any contrivance for 
abandoning them to the fury er revenge of the 
’ duke of Anjou or his adherents, or for the ex- 
tirpation of any of their rights, liberties, or 
privileges ; or that he advised her majesty to 
give directions to the lord Lexington, to ac- 
knowledge the duke of Anjou king of Spain, 
before any negotiation of peace was set on 
foot, in due form oflaw, between the crowns 
of Great Britain and Spain: on the contrary 
the said earl saith, That, by letters and papers 
sent by one of her majesty’s principal secreta- 
ties of state to the lord Lexington, it will ap- 
pear, that, after her majesty had hearkened to 
the proposals for a general peace, for the good 
of her own people and her allies, she used her 
best endeavours for obtaining the liberties of 
the Catalans at the conclusion of the peace; 
and that his lordship was directed . perempto- 
rily and absolutely to insist thereon: mor doth 
the said earl know or believe, that any orders 
were ever sent from, or givea by, her majesty 
to any o¢ her sniuisters, to recede from that de- 


mand, or that the said lord Lexington ever de- 
sisted from making the utmost efforts he could 
for obtaining it; and if, from any measures of 
the Catalans or of his imperial majesty, or 
from any other cause, her majesty’s endeavours 
had not their full effect, the said earl conceives 
it cannot be imputed to any neglect of her ma- 
jesty,or any want of duty in him the said earl 
He believes that, about the time in the said 
article mentioned, his imperial majesty did 
enter into a convention or agreement for evae 
cuating Catalonia; and that her majesty, out 
of inclination to perform her best offices to the 
emperor, was prevailed on to become one of 
the guarantees thereof; but denies that his- 
imperial majesty was necessitated, by any 
practices of the said earl, to make any such 
convention; and is ignorant for what causes 
his imperial majesty, whom it most. concerned, 
omitted, in such convention, to make express 
and positive stipulation for the liberties of the 
Catalans: if it proceeded from any dependance 
upon the declaration of her majesty to inter- 
pose her best offices on their behalf, and the 
promises of the French ‘king to join his endea- 
vours therein ; he is confident, it will’ appear 
her majesty’s best offices were einployed iv that’ 
affair; when it is considered what repeated 
instances she made by her ministers, and jin 
the most pathetic manner, to obtain for them 
the privileges they desired; and that ber ma- 
jesty, by her earnest interposition, did obtain 
a grant and confirmation to all the inhabitants 
of Catalonia, of a perpetual amnesty and ob- 
livion of all that was done in the late war, the 
full possession of all their estates and honours, 
and a farther grant of all their privileges, which 
the inhabitants of both Castilles, who of all the 
Spaniards were most dear to the king of Spain, 
enjoyed, ex might at any time after have or 
enjoy; whereby the Catalans, if they obtained 
not all the ancient privileges they pretended 
to, received however, in compensation thereof, 
the advantage uf trading directly to the West 
Indies, and other privileges to which they were 
never before entitled : and the House of Peers, 
upon consideration of several papers laid be~ 
fore them, relating to this affair, in pursuance 
of their address to her majesty in that behalf, 
expressed their utmost thankfulness and satis- 
faction, for her majesty’s repeated and earnest 
endeavours for preserving to the Catalans the 
full enjoyment of all their just and ancient lier . 
berties; and it is probable her majesty had 
prevailed, to obtain for them the ancient pri- 
vileges and liberties in the largest extent, if - 
they had waited the event of her gracious in- 
terpositions in their favour, and not determined 
to carry on the war by themselves against king 
Philip, after the emperor had signed the con- 
vention for evacuating their country ; which in- 
censed the kivg of Spain in the*highest degree, 
and was looked upon by bim as the most ob- 
stinate rebellion. However, the said earl saith, 
he never amused the Catalans with any ex- 
pectations whatsoever, nor in any degree con- 
tributed to engage them in any obstinate de- 
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fence against the duke of Anjou; nor adviseth 
her majesty to conclude a peace with Spain, 
without security for the ancient rights, liberties, 
and privileges of that people; or to send sir 
James Wishart with a squadron of men of war 
for the purposes in the said article mentioned, 


- ,but believes her majesty might think herself. 


obliged, by being guarantee twthe said con- 
vention for the evacuating of Catalonia, to send 
the said sir James Wishart into the Mediter- 
ranean, with a squadron of men of war, al- 
‘though he knows not the orders or instructions 
- given onthat occasion ; and humbly appre- 
ends, that he cannot in justice be charged 
with any consequences froin that unhappy peo- 
le’s refusal to comply in their submission to the 
ing of Spain, upon the terms her majesty hath 
stipulated for them. . 


“¢ Thus the said Earl has laid bis case before 
your lordships; wherein he hopes, he hath 
fully answered the several Articles exhibited 
agauist him. Yet, lest there should be any 
omission in his Answer, which may be made 
use of to his prejudice, he says, he is not guilty 
of all or any the matters contained in the said 
Articles, or any of them, in manner and form 
as they are therein charged against him: and 
humbly hopes that your lordships will excuse 
- any imperfections or defects in the said Answer 
with regard to expression or form, and impute 
whatever of that kind may appear to the great 
weakness of body and ill state of health which 
the said earl now labours and hath for some 
months past laboured under; and that your lord- 
ships will bsinduced to make all further due 
allowances in his favour, from the following 
considerations, which relate to the nature of 
the charge in general, and the difficulties with 
which his defence of himself against the par- 
ticulars contained in that charge is, and must 
be, attended. Most of the Artieles with which 
he stands charged relate entirely to the nego- 
tiations of the peace lately concluded at Utrecht. 
He doubts not but your lordships will consider 
that he must of necessity be under great dif- 
ficulties in giving a fulland particular account 
of such a great variety of facts as are contained 
‘iu these Articles; that several of these facts 
concern transactions with the ministers of fo- 

reign states, who cannot.be produced as wit- 
nesses in his defence, be their testimony never 
so material; that many steps and proceedings 
in an affair of this nature, where the interest 
of several parties, not only separate from, but 
some of them also contrary to each other, are 
to be adjusted, do require great secrecy and 
address in the management; and that in trea- 
ties between enemies, such terms are often pro- 
posed, and such arguments used, as carry a 
different appearance from the real intentions 
of those that treat; | upon which accounts, it 
must be very difficult to set every thing that 
passed in the late negotiations, with regard to 
the enemy and to the allies, in a clear light, 
and to justify every step that was taken to- 
wards conducting them to the end proposed, 


especially since the account of those transac- 
tions, and ofthe reasons on which they were 
founded, cannot, as he conceives, be duly 
cleared, but bf inspecting the entire series of 
letters and papers which passed during the con- 
tinuance of those transactions, and by com< 
paring together such passages in them as might 
give light to each other and to the whole; all | 
which letters and papers are (as he 1s informed) 
now in the possession of the honourable House 
of Commons; nor was it thonght fit, upon his 
humble application to your lordships, that he 
should be indulged with a copy of any of them: 
he hopes it may, not misbecome him, on 
this occasion, to observe to your lordships, 
that the House of Commons, by being pos- 
sessed of those papers, have a fuller view of the 
whole progress and of all the secret steps of 
that negotiation, thah perhaps was ever in the 
like case imparted to any House of Parliament, 
and they have therefore all the advantage 
possible towards forming the charge against 
him upon the Articles of his Impeachment ; 
whereas he the said earl, being destitute of 
all assistance from those papers, is under 
great and typhi disadvantages towards 
making his defence in the points whereof he 
there stands accused; and he is therefore 
humbly assured, that as your lordships, on the 
one side, will not expect from him any sach 
proofs of his innocence: as can only be drawn 
from a perusal of those papers ; so, on the other, 
you will not admit of all or any of those Ar- 
ticles as made good against him, unless the ac- 
cusations therein contained be supported Ly 
the clearest and most unquestionable evidence. 
of which the nature of the facts is capable. He 
submits it likewise to your lordships considera-- 
tion, whether, in a negociation drawn out into 
a great length, where the advice of all those in 
high trust about her majesty was to be taken, 


| and where several persons were to be intrusted 


with the management of what was agreed upon, 
he can with any colour of equity be made 
answerable for advising and conducting the 
whole. He desires also further to observe, that 


‘every thing with which be is charged was done 


in the reign ofa gracious princess now deceased, 
who, by reason of the perfect knowledge she 
had of the ill state of affairs at home, of the 
advances made towards peace from abroad, — 
and of the commands which she at severa] times 
laidon her servants, had been the best, and in- 
deed could be the only competent judge, whe- 
ther she was fraudulently dealt with, led by ill 
advice into measures which she did not direct 
and approve, or made an instrument of sa- 
crificing the interest of her kingdoms to the - 
enemy. It is with great grief that he finds such 
things suggested, as seem to lay a stain upon 
the character of so excellent a queen, whose 
memory, he is confident, will be for ever dear. 
to this country ; and therefore he takes leave 
in the most solemn manner to assure your lord- 
ships, that as far as he knows or can remember, 
every thing relating to the transactions of peace 
was communicated to her late majesty, and me: 
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turely considered by her before any thing was 
determined thereupon ; nor was any steptaken 
but in pursuance of such determination. As 
to the peace in general : he thesaid earl thinks 
he has very good reason to say, that the queen 
had nothing more at heart than to procure so 
great a blessing for her people ; and that when 
it was obtained, she had this satisfaction in her- 
self that she had taken the most proper measures 
to justify her conduct, both towards her allies 
and towards her own subjects ; for upon a re- 
view of her majesty’s whole proceeding in rela- 
tion to war and peace, he believes it will appear, 
and hath in part appeared by the Answer of the 
said earl to the said Articles, that, as her ma- 


jesty entered further into the war than she was | 


obliged by any treaties subsisting at the time 
of her accession to the throne, so she contribut- 
ed more men and money towards the: carrying 
it on afterwards than she was engaged to pro- 
vide by any subsequent treaties; that, her 
earnest desises of peace being twice frustrated, 


when such conditions might have been obtained. 


as would have fully answered all the ends for 
which war was at first declared; that all our 
successes and victories ending in the annual in- 
crease of the charge of England, without any 
further assistance from our allies: and her 
kingdoms being exhausted to such a degree 
(notwithstanding the great advantages obtained 
by her arms) that she was not able to continae 
the war, upon the foot it then stood; one year 
longer; whilst ber allies refused to continue it 
upon. those equal conditions to which they were 
by treaties obliged ; she was at last. constrain- 
ed, in compassion to her people, to hearken to 
the overtures of peace then made her from 
France, without relying further on the vain 
hopes of gaining more advantageous terms by 
’ protracting the war a year longer: she had 
carried it on for some time under that prospect, 
without reaping the benefits proposed, even at 
juactares that seemed most favourable.to her 
demands, and to the pretensions of her allies; 
she had indeed, by that means, raised the glory 
of ber arms; but she could not think thisa 
sufficient recompence for the encreasing miseries 
of her people; and therefore resolved to lay 
hold of the opportunity then offered to her, of 
ending the war by a peace, if it might be obtain- 
ed upon termsevery way just, safe, and honour- 
able ; and those who were then employed in 
her majesty’s councils, thought themselves 
obliged to second her good intentions in this 
case, and to obey her commands with all readi- 
ness. The said earl presumes on this occasion 
to mention to your lordships the saying of as 
wise a’man, and as great a general, as the last 
age produced, the duke of Parma: When France 
was in a far lower condition than now, being 
almost equally divided between two contending 
parties, and Spain was at the height of its glory, 
and he himself at the bead of a Spanish army 
supporting one of those parties, affer Paris itself 
had been besieged by the other, it was his opi- 
mion (and the advice he gave to his master the 
king of Spain was grounded upon it), ¢ That, 


“if France were to be got only by reducing its 
* towns, the world would be sooner at au end 
‘than such a war.’ The queen, seemed, at 
this time, with better reason, to frame the like 
judgment ; and it was therefore her pleasure, 
and a great instance (as the said earl conceives) 
of her wisdom and goodness, to think of secur- 
ing a peace, while she appeared able to carry. 
on the war; her armies being full and numer- 
ous ; and before the exhausted condition of her 
kingdoms, and the impossibility on her side of 
maintaining so disproportionate an expence, 
was discovered by her enemies. At this junc- 
ture, the queen entered upon a negociation of 
eace, with circumstances of great honour to 
erself; France applying to her first on this 
account, previously owning her“title, and ac- 
knowledging the right of the Protestant succes- 
sion, two chief grounds upon which the decla- 
ration of the last war was built. As to the 
allies, it was conducted in the same manner as 
all treaties of peace in confederacies have. 
ever been, and according to the known laws 
of nations in such cases ; the first motion, and 
the several steps of it as fast as they mpened 
mto proposals ht for consideration, being with- 
out delay communicated to the States General. 
By the terms of this peace, as all reasonable 
satisfaction and security due to any of the allies 
by treaty were obtained for them by the queen, 
and their just pretensions effectually supyorted, 
so larger advantages were actually procured for 


| Great Britain in particular, than ever had been 


demanded before in any treaty or negociation 
between this and any other foreign state. The 
said earl craves leave on this occasion to ap- 
peal to your lordships, whether all the ends for 
which the war was entered into have not, by 
this treaty, been fully attained? Whether it 
does not appear, by the best of proofs, experi- 
ence, that the kingdoms of France and Spain 
are, by the conventions of this treaty, most ef- 
fectually separated ? And whether any other 
expedient could bave been so successful to this 
purpose, as that whereby it is now . happily 
brought about ? Whether the balance of power 
in Europe be not now upon a better foot than 


‘it has been foran hundred years past? Whe- 


ther the advantages that have accrued to Great 
Britain by this treaty do not appear, and have 
not appeared, in the security of the Protestant. 
succession, and in his majesty’s peaceable ac- 
cession to the throne with the universal ap- 
plause of his subjects? In the-additions made 
to our wealth, by the great quantities of bullion 
lately coined at the mint, by the vast increase 
of shipping employed since the peace in the 
fishery and in merchandize, and by the remark- 
able rise of the customs upon import, and of 
our manufacture and the growth of our country 
upon export? for the proof of which particulars, 
he refers himself to those officers and books 
wherein an authentic account of them is con- 
tained. And as the terms of the peace were, 
in these and other respects, manifestly profit- 
able to Great Britain; so the said earl begs . 
leave humbly to remind your lordships, that 
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they were communicated to the parliament, and 
with their concurrence agreed on; that the 
peace, thus concluded, was afterwards highly 
approved by both Houses ; that solemn thanks 
was rendered to God for it in all our churches, 
as well as in the churches of the United Pro- 
vinces: and that her majesty received on this 
subject the hearty and unfeigned congratula- 
tions of her people from all parts of her domi- 
nions, These being the real effects, and this 
a true representation, of her majesty’s conduct 
in the affairs both of war and peace ; the said 
earl sees not how he or any others then in her 
majesty’s service can be justly charged with 
betraying the interest of their own country and 
of the allies, by negociating and promoting that 
peace, which then was, and (as he hath good 
grounds to believe) still continues to be, very 
acceptable and advantageous to these king- 
doms: and if the peace itself be not con- 
demned ; and if it be not even charged upon 
the said earl as a crime, that he advised her 
majesty to conclude that peace; neither of which 
appear to him from the articles; he humbly 
conceives, it is a particular and extraordinary 
hardship upon him, that rough draughts 
and essays towards a peace, with other prelimi- 
nary steps in a negotiation, all leading to an 
end which he looks upon to be just and profit- 
able, and which is not in any of the articles al- 
ledged to be otherwise, should be branched into 
s0 many distinct heads of accusation against 
him; for, supposing that in the process of so 
nice and difficult an affair, subject te divers un- 
foreseen obstructions and events, any improper 
steps had been taken (which the said earl doth 
not admit, Luteltogether on his part denies) ; 
yet, if things were at last conducted to a right 
issue, and ended in an honourable and advan- 
tageous peace, there can be (as he conceives) 
No just ground to find fault with the measures 
made use of to compass it, because they seemed 
beforé the accomplishment to have a different 
' tendency; especially if it be considered, that 
scarce any peace hath been made by a con- 
federacy, where less occasion was administered 
for jealousy among the several parties, and less 
reason given to complain that every nicety re- 
quired by the letter of such an alliance was not 
strictly observed: and therefore he humbly 
hopes, that no steps taken for obtaining a peace 
approved.by the wisdom of former Parliaments, 


shall by any succeeding Parliament be account-’ 


ed criminal, unless it can be made appear that 
those steps were taken contrary to the queen’s 
orders, or upon corrupt views of private advan- 
tage; but that no charge of this nature can be 
‘made good against him, he presumes to affirm 
with great assurance: nor does he know of any 
other persons justly chargeable upon either of 
these accounts. And, as a further proof that 
those who had the honour to serve her majesty 
in the negotiations of peace acted with upright 
views and intentions, and without being consci- 
ous to themselves of any failure in their duty 
either to their queen or their country; the said 
earl craves leave to observe to your lordships, 
4 , 


\ 
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j that they never attempted to cover their actions 
‘from public censure by any pardon or indeme- 


nity, though they had very good reason to be- 
lieve Zhat, had they judged or imagined them- 
selves to have wanted such secarity, it might, 
through the goodness of the queen, have easily 
been obtained; nor can he think it an observa= 
tion unfit to be made, that, in few of the articles 
which concern the negotiations of peace, the 
charge is fuunded on any breach of he laws of 


Great Britain; but it is in most of them buile¢ | 


chiefly on the supposed infraction of .certain 
treaties and alliances with foreign princes and 
states; and he conceives, that such infractions 
of public treaties, where they do not particular+ 
ly affect the interests of Great Britain, being 
cognizable by the laws of nations only and not 
by those of the realm, are not wont to be ex- 
amined into here at home, and prosecuted as 
criminal; but upon the complaint of some 
prince or state pre:ending by that means to: be 
injured, and lodging such complaint, in some 
reasonable time, with the prince by the advice 
of whose ministers and servants such injury is 
supposed to have been done: but he knows not 


that any such steps have been taken, since the , 


peace, by any of the powers coacerned ; on the 
contrary, he believes, that all the allies, excepe 
the emperor and empire, made their peace with 
the enemy at the saine time the queen did; and 
that none of them did afterwards complain to 
her majesty (who survived the said peace a 
year and almost four months) of any hardships 
imposed upon them in it: that the princes of 
the empire, who contributed very little to the 
war, might have concluded their peace upon 
rcasonable terms, at the same time the other 
allies did ; and would probably have done it, if 
the emperor, on his part, had been willing to 
sign together with them ; which, he is informed, 
at the conclusion of any gene: al peace, has been 
seldom done; and particularly, at the several 
conciusions of the peace of Munster, that of 
Nimeghen, and that of Reswick, was not pra@& 
tised: And he submits it to your lordships 
consideration, whether the emperor, baving had 
all reasonable and equitable satisfaction made 
him for his pretensions to the succession of the 
Spanish monarchy, according to the terms of 
the grand alliance, could have any just reason 
to complain of the queen’s ministers, or thosé 


of her allies, for concluding a peace without . 


Insisting, on his account, upon impossible coa- 
ditions; especially when no provision was made, 
or offered to he made, to reimburse to her ma- 
Jesty any part of those vast suns she had al- 
readv expended in support of his pretensions ; 
whilst he failed of supplying his quota almost in 
every part of the war, notwithstanding bis new 
aud great acquisitions: but. whether the eme- 
peror, or any other of the allics, had any just 
ground of complaint or not, still the said Earl 
presumes to Insist, that it ought to have been 
signified to the queen; who upon such com- 
plaint, had she found any of her servants justly 
blameable, as disobeying her orders, or mislead- 
ing her by their advice into unjustifiable and 
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dishonourable measures, might have punished 
them forthwith, as their offences deserved: but, 
mething of this kind having been done, he hum- 
bly teaves tt to be ¢onsidered by your lordships, 
whether the silence of the powers concerned 
doth not carry in it a strong presumption, 
either that. they had no real and just ground 
of-complaint in relation to the terms of the 
,peace wtself, or at least did not look upon 
the ministers of the queen as any ways 
diable to blame on that account: and therefore 
he must again Beg leave to express to your lord- 
ships his concern, that. he should be charged as 
& criminal, by the laws of this land, for sup- 
posed breaches of treaties with foreign states; 
‘which never were complained of as such, by 
those states themselves, during the life of her 
‘majesty. He desires further to observe te your 
lordships, that wherever he is charged with car- 


rying on a private and separate negotiation, it is: 


all along understood with regard only to the 
States of the United Provinces: no step that 
was communicated to them being censured upon 
this account; whereas afl the other ajlies had, 
by virtue of their treaties with the queen, a like 
right to a commanication of counsels: and her 
majesty was under no stipulations to act more in 
concert with any. ene, than with all of them. 
He doth indeed allow it to have been must 


agreeable to reason, and to the interests ofstate, 


that the queen should act in a vloser conjunc- 
tion with Holland than with any other of her 
allies, because that, next to Great Britain, 
Helland bore the ereatest share in the charge of 
tbe war; but thea he hopes it will be allowed. 
also, that the States being more interested in 
the success of the war thaa England, and that 
England having submitted to a greater share of 
ahe barthen, in order to procure, not only a 
fittieg security for the States, but such as 
brought. great advantages to them, though no 
enefit toEngland, it was very reasonable for 


she queen to take care of the interest of her own 


kingdoms some other way ; and, since the ad- 
‘vantages ‘she demanded from the enemy were 
such ‘as she might obtain without prejudice to 
the States, it was as-lawful for her to negotiate 
this matter, without commanicating it original- 
dy and im the first rise of it, to them, as it was for 
her and the Seates to concert their mutual in- 
terests together, without the immediate and ex- 

ess participation of the other allies, which, 

ing known to be done without. a design to 
defeat any of the muin ends of the alliance, 
was never complained of by afy of the con- 
federates: and ‘as for the matters concerted 
‘previously with France for the particular 
amterest of England, without the original 
§utervention of Holland, the States were so 
far from protesting against her majesty’s mea- 
#ures, and condemitiing her conduct in this res- 
pect, that their minister proffered several 
times, m their name, to have led the way in the 
most diffcult part of the whole negotiation, and 
to bave done his utuwrost to facilitate the con- 
clusion of it, provider! his masters might have a 
Share. in the Assiento contract and trade to the 


Vow. VII. 


Spanish West Indies; one of those advantages 
which France had discovered its willingness 
should be allowed previously and entirely tv 
England. | ; i “a 

“These few general observations the saitl 
earl has thought fit to add in the close of his | 
Answer tothe several Articles of his Impeach- ° 
ment; not only in his own necessary vindica- 
tion, but also in defence of her late majesty's 
conduct in the negociating and concluding 4 © 
peace, the perfecting of which she esteemed the 


greatest happiness of her reign.’ : : 

‘« Upon the review of the Two and Twenty 
Articles with which -he is. charged ; as he is 
not conscious of any offence committed by him 
with respect to any one of them, so it is with 
a particular concern and surprize that he re- 
flects on those two wherein he is accused of 
high treason, for endeavouring to procure 
Tournay to France, and so deprive the States — 
of that intended part of their barrier; and for - 

. _ oe -) - ope 

procuring Spain and ‘the West Indies to the 
duke of Anjou upon his renunciation of the 
crown of France: referring himself to what 
he has said in his answer to both these articles, 
he here further assurés your lordships, (and 
thinks it sufficiently known both at home and 
abroad) that his opinion and endeavour, as oc- 
casion offered, always were for Tournay’s re- 
taining (as it now does) to the States General ; 
and asto the latter, he doubts not but that 
what has lately happened in France, is a con- 
vincing proof to your lordships, and to all the 
world, that the renunciation was the best ex- 
pedient that could have been proposed, to- 
wards hindering the two kingdoms from being | 
united under one andthe same monarch; that 
that branch of the treaty which relates to this 
expedient has fully answered its end, and made 
good the character given of it by the queen 
“that it would execute itself ;” and therefore, 
that whoever advised this method of separating 
the two crowns, was so far from being guilty of 
any traiterous design, that he eminently pro- 
moted the welfare of Great Britain and the 
good of Christendom. — | 

“¢ The said Earl, with all the assurances of 
an innocent man, begs leave to repeat, that, © 
as well in this,as in all other affairs of state, 
in which he had the honour to be employed by 
her late majesty, he ever acted, according to 
the bestof his skill and judgment, with sincere 
desires and intentions to serve the public, and | 
without any view to-his own private advantage, 


| As he wasin several great stations under her. 


majesty, he came into all ofthem by her own 
special command, without his seeking or desir- 
ing them ; arid he served her in all with the 
utmost respect, zeal, and faithfulness; and 
while he continued in those statibns, for many’ 
years, it was with great wonder and pleasure 
that he observed how her majesty’s whole 
thoughts, endeavours, and time, were divided 
between her duty to God and her love to her © 
people, whose good and ‘security she’ prefetred 
‘always to her own ease, and often hazarded 
her health and life itself to procurejt; he 
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knew, that the most effectual way for any one 
to recommend himself to her good opinion, was 
to act upon the same principles of justice and 
love to his country that she did: and as she 
abhorred the thoughts of any thing burthensome 
or injurious to her people ; so she often ex- 
pressed herself with the greatest satisfaction 
and delight, when she reflected en the advan- 
tages obtained by her for her own subjects, and 
the quiet and repose she had gained for Eu- 
rope, by that just and honourable pehbce, for 
which, as the present age doth, so generations 
to come will, bless the memory of that excel- 
lent and renowned queen. -Oxrorp.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Earl of Or- 
ford’s Answer to the Articles of Impeachment. | 
September 7. The Lords sent a message to ac- 
quaint the Commons, that the earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer had put in his Answer to 
the Articles of Impeachment; and also to 
deliver to the House of Commons a true copy 
thereof. Hereuponthe Commons ordered that 
the said Answer be read on the Monday fol- 
lowing, and the said Answer being then read. 
‘accordingly, there arose a small debate. 


_ Mr. Robert Walpole, among other things, 
said, He bad not yet had time to peruse and 
examine that Answer, but that he now heard 
it read with a great deal of‘attention, and, in 
his, opinion, it contained little more than what 
had been suggested in vindication of the late 
measures, in a pamphlet intituled, “ The Con- 
duct of the Allies,” and repeated over and 
over in the papers called, “ The Examiner.” 
That the main drift of this answer seemed to 
proye these two assertions, 1. That the earl 
of Oxford had no share in the advising and 
-managing the matters mentioned in the articles 
against him, but that the late queen did every 
thing; and 2. That the late queen was a wise, 
good, and pious princess. That if the second 
proposition werg not better grounded than 
the first, the reputation of that excellent 
princess would be very precarious: but as 
severy body must own her to have been a good 
‘and pious queen, so it was notorious that the 
earl of Oxford, as prime minister, was the chief 
adviser, promoter and manager, of the matters 
charged upon him in the articles: and therefore 
bis answer was a false and malicious libel, laying 
upon his royal mistress the blame ef all the 
‘pernicious measures he had led her into, against 
Fer own honour and the good of his country : 
that he hoped the earl’s endeavouring to screen 
himself behind the queen’s name, would avail 
him vothing ;’ That it is indeed, a fundamental 
maxin of owr constitution, That Kings can do 
no wrong ; but that, at thesame time, ’tis no 
less certain, that ministers of state are account- 
able for their actions ; otherwise a parliament 
would be but an empty name; the Commons 
would have no business in thac place; and 
~ the government would be absolute and arbi- 
trary. That though the earl had the assurance 
fo aver, that he had no sharein the manage- 
went of affairs that were transacted while he 


was at the helm, yet he pretended to justify the 
late measures : therefore, in that respect, 
his answer ought to be looked upon as a libel 
on the proceedings of the Commons, since he 
endeavoured to clear those persons, who had 
already confessed their guilt by their flight. 

Mr. Shippen could not be altogether silent 
on‘this occasion: He said, That it would not 
become him to defend the earl’s Answer, since, 
as a member cf that honousable assembly, he 
was become one of his accusers: But tkat he 
could not forbear wishing, that this prosecution 
might be dropt, and that the House would be 
satished with the two late acts of attainder. 
That this wish of his was the stronger, because 
one of the principal reasons that induced the 


Commons to impeach the earl of Oxford; sub=- _ 


sisted no longer, the affairs of Europe havi 

received a sudden turn from the death of the 
French king; whereby the renunciation of king 
Philip began to take place, in the advancement 


of the duke of Orleans to the absolute regency 


of France. 

Mr. Aislaby answered, That he hoped it was 
to little purpose the gentleman who spoke last, 
endeavoured to move py and compassion 
of the House, and persuade them to drop this 
prosecution. That this was not a proper time 
to examine and reply to the earl of Oxford’s 
Answer; and therefore he would content him- 
self with saying, in general, that it wasa con- 
texture of the shifts, evasions, and false repre- 
sentations, contained in the three parts of 
‘“‘ The History of the White-Staff.” That as to 
what had been suggested concerning the event 
which seemed to have strengthened the renun- 
ciation, he did not deny, there might be some« 
thing in it; which was manifest from the great 
joy the well-affected to .the government had 
shewn, on this occasion, and from the mortifi- 
cation and despair that appeared in the faces 
of a certain party: But that, after all, it could 
not yet be ascertained, that the renuaciation 
was 1n force; that there was a vast difference 
between the regency and the crown; that time 
only would decide that matter; but that even 
supposing that, by the concurrencé of unfore- 
seen events, king Philip’s renunciation should, 
at last, take place, yet the same would not 
justify the ministers who proposed and laid it as 
the foundation of the late peace, since they with 
whom they treated, were so frank and so sin- 
cere as to tell them, that it could never be 
valid; by the fundamental laws of France, 

After some other speeches, it was ordered, 
That the Answer of Robert earl of Oxford and 
earl Mortimer, be‘ referred to the Committee 
appointed to draw up Articles of Impeach- 
ment and prepare evidence agaihst the ime 
peached lords; and that the said Committee 
do prepare a cag aS to the.said Answer, 
Accordingly op Sept; 16, Mr. Robert Walpole, 
from the Committee, reported the said Repli- 
cation, which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the table, where the same 
was read, agreed unto, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, The Monday after the engressed Rew 
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_and malicieus libel, laying upon his royal mis- 
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lication was. read, and it was ordered, that 
lord Ceningsby do carry the same tu the Lords; 


which his lerdship did accordingly. 


__ Replication of the Commons to the Earl of 


Ozford’s Answer to the Articles of Impeach- 
ment.] The said Replication was as follows : 


The COMMONS’ REPLICATION to thé 


ANSWER of ROBERT Earl of OX- 


FORD and Earl MORTIMER. 


© The Commons have considered the An- 
swer of Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 


timer, to the Articles of Impeachment exhibited 


. against him by the knights, citizens, and bur- 
gesses, in parliament assembled ; and do with 
astonishment observe, that the said earl, in- 
stead of giving a reasonable and pertinent an- 
swer to the just and heavy charge brought 
against him by the Commons of Great Britain, 
has presumed not only to deny his advising and 
being concerned in any matters of state inthe. 


Articles charged against him, though confessed 


to be done under an administration wherein 
he was notoriously the first minister and chief 


director; but has also joined therewith a false 


tress the blame ef every thing, which by im- 


ing upoa ber, he had effected against her 


nour and the good of his country, thereby at- 
tempting to reflect upon the honour and justice 


of the House of Commons, and to cast an. 


odiam upon their proceedings against him, 
as tending to asperse the memory of the 


late queen. But the Commons are of opi- 


nion, that if it were possible to add to the 
heavy load of -guilt in whichthe treasons 
and other most flagitious crimes committed b 


base and ungrateful attempt to impute them to 
his royal mistress must bring such a new weight 
of infamy upon him, and so justly provoke the 
rs eo of the Commons, that they might 
think themselves obliged to demand your lord- 
ships immediate justice, for this unwarranted 
attempt apon the honour of the late queen and 
the proceedings of parliament. 

‘** But the Commons, being sensible that the 
treasons and other crimes whereof the earl 
stands impeached, and the necessity of bring- 
ing him to speedy and exemplary justice, re- 
quire that all occasions ot delay should be 
avoided ; and not doubting that your lordships 
will, in due time, vindicate the honour of the 
late queen and of the Commons of Great Bri- 


tain, and the justice of their proceedings : The 


Commons do aver their charge against the said 
earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, for high 
treason, and other high crimes and misdémea- 
nors, to be true; and that the said earl is 
guilty of all and singular the articles and 
charges therein respectively contained, in such 
manner ashe stands impeached ; and that the 
Commons will be ready to prove their charge 
ist him, at such convenient time as shall be 
‘*ppointed for that purpose,” : 


The Duke of Ormond and Lord Bolingbroke's 
Names razed out of the Roll of Peers] Sept. 
13. Notice being taken in the House of Lords, 
‘That the names of James Butler, duke of 
Ormond, and Henry: St. John, viscount Bo- 
lingbroke, attainted by act of parliament of 


high treason, unless they rendered themselves 


to justice by the tenth of this instant Septem- 
ber, remain in the Roll of Peers delivered into 
this House by Garter late King at Arms :” I¢ 
is ordered, 1. ** That this House will tomorrow 
take this matter into consideration; and that 
the Lords be summoned to attend the service of 
this House upon that occasion. 2. That: the 
Lietenant of the Tower of Londen, or the de- 
uty lieutenant of: the same, do attend this — 
ouse to-morrow, to give an account whether 
James duke of Ormond and Henry viscount 
Bolingbroke, or either of shem, have render-. 
ed him or themselves, according to the form 
of the acts of parliament for their attainder 
respectively.” | . ; 
ie i 14, Mr. Doyley, deputy lieutenant.of 
the Tower of London, attending according to 
order, He was called in, and examined, at 
the bar, whether James duke of Ormond and 
Henry viseount Bolingbroke, or either of them, 
have rendered him or themselves to the lieu- 
tenant of the Tower within the time prescribed 
by the acts fer their: attainder, respectively, 
Also the Usher of the Black Rod was examined 
touching the same, And they severally ace 
quainting tne House, “ that neither of them, 
the said duke of Ormond or viscouit Boling- 
broke havé rendered themselves, according to 
the acts abovementioned :” It is ordered, by the 
Loris spiritual and temporal in parliament as- 
sembled, That the- Earl Marshal of Eng- 


land d } ‘sai 
the said earl have already involved him, this Te One ee ee ont James 


duke of Ormond and flenry viscount Boling- 
broke to be razed cut of the Roll of Peers, in 
this House ; and likewise out of all books and 
listsin the Herald’s Office, wherein their or 
‘either of their names are inserted. ; 


Sept. 17. The Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the House, “ That as he came in, Mr. Le Neve, 
Norroy king at arms, delivered to his lordship 
a warrant from the earl of Suffolk,. deputy 
Earl Marshal of England, directing the said 
Le Neve to raze the names of James duke 
of Ormond and Henry viscount Boling- 
broke out of the Roll of Peers pursuant to 
the order of the House of the 14th instant.” 

The said’ Le Neve was thereupon, by, direc- 


tion of the House, called in; and having, at 


the table, razed the names of the said James 
duke of Ormond and Henry viscount Boling- 
broke out of the said Roll, he withdrew. 


Report of the Committee of Secrecy respecting. 
Mr. Pri Sept. 20. ne Walpole reported. 


from the Committee appointed to draw up Ar- ~ 


ticles of Impeachment, and to prepare evidence 
agaiost the impeached lerds, to whom it was 
referred to lay before the House so much as 
they should think proper of the evidence of 
Mr. Prior; and also the state sand circum- 


e 


/ 
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stances of his confinement ; the report which 
they had directed him to make to the House ; 
which He read in his place, and afterwards de- 
Iivered in at the table; Where the same was 
read : and is as fulloweth : viz. 

‘© That iu the perusal and examination of the 
several books and papers referred to the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, Mr. Prior appeared, through 
the whole progress of the separate and perni- 
cious negociations carried on between the mi- 
nisters of Great Britain and France, to have 
been principally concerned, as an agent and 10- 
strument of those evil and traiterous counsellors, 
some of which are already attainted, and others 
stand impeached, of high treason, and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors : and the Committee 
conceiving there were matters contained in the 
first general report, from which crimes of a very 
high nature might be justly charged and imput- 
ed to the said Mr. Prior, whenever the House 
should think proper to enter into that consi- 
deration ; as likewise, that Mr. Prior was able 
to give great lights into all those dark and se- 
Cret transactions, when he should be called 
upon by the great council of the nation, or 
apy Committee appointed by them, to give an 
account of the negociations m which he was 
concerned as a public minister; the House, 
upon a motion from the committee for that 
purpose, was pleased to order, before the re- 
port was made, That Mr. Prior should be 
taken into custody of the serjeant at arms, to 
prevent his making his escape upon notice of 
what was contained inthereport: 

“‘That this method of confining Mr. Prior is 
not only agreeable to former precedents upon 
the like occasions, but necessary, and essential 
to that great duty and privilege of the House 
of Commons of redressing grievances, and 
bringing great offenders to justice. 

‘That the committee did, some time after, 
pursuant to the powers given them by the House, 
progeed to examine Mr, Prior concerning se- 
veral matters, of which there can be no doubt 
but be was fully apprised, and acquainted with, 
in which examination, Mr. Prior did behave 
himself with such contempt of the authority of 
parliament, and prevaricate in so gross a man- 
ner, as most justly to deserve’ the highest dis- 
pleasure of the House : | 

“‘ But finding at last, after an examination 
of several hours, that it was impossible for him 
to disguise, or conceal, some facts that were 
before the committee, he was induced to declare 

upon oath, some truths, which will be very 
material evidence upon the trials of the im- 
_ peached lords: 

‘And the committee, having notice, that 
Mr. Prior had, during his first confinement, 
met, and conferred with the earl of Oxford, 
and his nearest relations and dependents, 
which Mr. Prior confessed to be true, thought 
it their duty to move the House, that Mr. Prior 
might be committed to closer custody. 

© From this shert state of the proceedings 
relating to Mr. Prior, the Committee submits 
ut to the wisdom of the House, whether bis be- 
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haviour has so far merited the favour and mercy 
of the House, asto make that confinement 
more easy to him, which his contempt of the 
Commons of Great Britain, and his notorious - 
prevarication, most justly brought him into : 
And it seems worthy of consideration, how far 
it may be thought advisable for the House of 
Commons to set at liberty » person in their 
custody, and committed, according to the an~ 
cient methuds and practice of parliament, 
who is a material evidence against high of- 
fenders, under prosecution of the Commons of 
Great Britain ; and who, there is great reason 
to apprehend, would immediately withdraw 

himself, and as far as in him lay, defeat the — 


justice of the nation.” .' ; 


Ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
draw up Articles of Impeachment, and to pre- 
pare evidence, against the impeached lords, be 
impowered to sit, notwithstanding any adjourn- 
ment of the House. 


Sir W. Wyndham, sir John Packington, 
Mr Ed. Harvey, Mr. Foster, Mr. Anstis,and 
Mr. C. Kynuston, ordered at the King’s re- 
quest, to be apprehended.| Sept. 21. Mr. Se- 
cretary Stanhope acquainted the Commons, 
That he was commanded by the King to .comy. 
municate to the House, That his majesty hav- 
ing just cause to suspect, that sir William 
Wyndham, sir John Packington, Mr. Edward 
Harvey, Mr. Foster, Mr. Anstis and Mr. Cor- 
bet Kynaston, are engaged in a design to sup- 
port the intended Invasion of this kingdom, 
hath given order for apprehending them ; and 
his majesty desires the consent of this House to 
his causing them to be committed and detained, 
if he shall judge it necessary so to do, in put= 
suance of the late act of parliament for im- 
powering his majesty to commit and detain such 
persons as hi$ majesty shall suspect are con- 
spiring against his person and government. 
Hereupon it was, resolved, nem. con. “ That 
an humble Address be presented to his majesty, 
returning the thanks of this House for his gra- 
cious message this day, and for his tender re- 
gard to the privileges of this House; and to 
desire, that he will be pleased to give orders 
for the committing and detaining the several 
members named in the said message, pursuant 
to the act of this sessions of parliament for that 
purpose.”’* 


* <¢ Upon this, warrants were issued out for 
apprehending the six members, two of whom, 
Harvey and Anstis, happening to be in town, 
were immediately secured. Mr. Harvey stab- 
bed himself some few days after with a knife, 
in two or three places of his: breast; but the 
wounds proved not mortal. As: to the rest, 
Mr. Forster stood out in defiance of justice, 
and with two Romish lords raised a rebellion 
in Northumberland. Sir Jobo Packington 
was brought up to London from his house in 
Worcestershire, and being examined before the 
council, and nothing appearing against him, 
was honourably discharged... Mr. Kynaston 
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Scaffold. ordered to be erected for the Eurl of 
Oxford’s Trial.| Fhe same day, the Lords 
sent a message to acquaint the Commons, 


That their lordships having addressed his ma- 


. made his escape; and colonel Huske, a cap- 
tain in the fgot-guards, was. sent down witha 
messenger to apprehend sir William Wyndham, 
at his house in Somersetshise, where they ar- 
rived between fuwr and five in the morning. 
The door being epened, they appeared to be in 
haste te see sir‘ Williem ; but the porter told 
them, he was in bed, and could aot yet be 
spoke with. The colonel told him, he came 
express, and the person with him had a packet 
of letters of such consequenee, thas his master 
must needs he immediately informed of it. 
This convinced the man, and sir William pre- 
sently leaped out of bed, and came in his gown 
to the colonel, who told him, he was his pri- 
soner, the messenyer, at the same time, shew- 

ing the badge of his office. Sir William said, 
he readily submitted, but desired no noise 
might be made to frighten his lady, who was 
with -chid, Thea they entered a chamber, 

where the colonel seeing sir William’s coat and 
waiscoat he, told him, he had orders to seize 
all his papers ; and that he must take leave to 
search his poekets, wherein he found a bundle 
of papers, which he secured. Sir William 


would have diverted him, by offering bim very: 


frankly the keys.of his escrutoire, to search ; 
but the colonel happened to secure the most 
important papers, as he had reason to guess, 
by the great disorder and confusion in ste Wik 
hiam’s looks, when he took the bundle out of his 
waistcoat pocket. Sir Wilham desired the 
colonel to stay till seven-o’clock, and he would 
. order his own coach and six horses to be ready, 
which would carry them all; telling the colo- 
nel, he would only go in, and put on his cloaths, 
and take leave of his lady, and.then would wait 
on him. Out of deference to that lady’s noble 
relations, who, besides their high rank, had de- 
served it by their zeal and affection for the pre- 
sent government, the colonel had particular di- 
rections to use him, with decorum, and readjl 
complied with his request, Jooking on it as his 
parole to return: but he soon found lumself 
mistaken in the person, whuse honour he had 
trusted to.; for, though the colonel hed caused 
two doors of sir William’s bed-chamber to be 
secured, yet, there being a third, he made his 
escape through it. The colonel, having direct- 
ed the messenger to stay at the house till fur- 
ther orders, retarned with speed to London, to 
acquaint the government with what had passed ; 
whereupon the King in council thought fit to 
. Sign a proclamation, with a reward of 1,000/. 
for apprehending sir William. 

*‘ One of the papers found in sir William’s 
pocket was said to be a list of the principal 
persons, who had joined in an association to 
favour an Invasion, and to advance the Pre- 
tender to the throne; which association was 
transmitted to him by the lord Lansdown. Be 
that as it will, it is certain a great mapy: no- 
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jesty, hambly to desire, that he would be 
pleased to cause directions to be given to the 
proper officers for preparing a scaffold in 
Westminster Hall, for the trial of Robert earl 


toriuus jacobites, who by this time had got to- 
gether at Bath, in order to head the intended 
insurrection in Somersetshire, were extremely 
alarmed at the coming down of the King’s mes- 
sengers, and left that place with great preci- 
pitation, in a very stormy night. Sir William 
Wyndham, being pursued by the proclamation, 
and several messengers, thought a clergyman’s 
habit the best disguise, and ordered one of his 
servants to write a letter to a gentleman m Sur- 
rey, desiring him to give las master refuge in 
his house; or, if he would not venture so far, 
te get him a lodging in the minister’s house, 
where he would come in a habit, that would. 
bespeak him respect from a clergyman. This 
letter being brought to the gentleman’s house 
while he was abroad, his lady opened it; and 
being frightened with the thought of the dan- 
er, which her husband might incur in harbour- 
Ing a person charged with treason, she thought 
fit to send it to the earl of Aylesford, wha failed 
not immediately to communicate it to the go. 
vernment. Sir William rightly judging, by the 
miscarriage of the letter, that he could hardl 
escape, thought it prudent to surrender himself. 
In order to which, having erossed the Thames 
near Thistleworth, he went first to Sign-house, 
belonging to the duke of Sumerset, bis father- 
in-law, and, coming from thenee to London the 
3d of Octuber, he put himself into the hands of. 
the earl of Hertford, his brother-in-law, captas 
of one of the troops of life-guards ; who bav« 
ing given notice of it to Mr. Secretary S8tan- 
hope, a messenger was sent to take sir Wilhanm 
into castody. Three days after, he was exa- 
mined at the council board, where he flatly de- 
nied he knew any thing of a plot. However, 
an order was Jnade for his commitment to the 
It was thenstrongly reported, the duke 
of Somerset offered to be his bail; which the 
council did not think ft to accept. But whe- 
ther the duke bore this denial impatiently, and 
expressed some resentment upon ‘it too warmly, 
it 6 certain, he was removed from his place of 
Master of the Horse.” Tindal. . 

‘“ Fhe following anecdote, relating to the ar- 
rest of sir. William Wyndham, places lord 
Towrshend’s firmness of character im a con- 
spicuous point of view. It was commusaicated 
to me by his grandson lord Sydney. When 
the intelligence that sir Wilham bef Aaa wee 
concerned in a projected rising in favour of the 
Pretender, was uid before the cabinet, the 
duke of Somerset, anxious that his son-in-law, 
sir William Wyndham, should not be taken 
into custody, offered to be responsible for him. 
The ministers were inclined to pive way, for fear 
of offending a person of the duke’s consequence, 
who, besides his situation of Master of the Horse, 
had great influence with the Whigs. | The king 
was present. The proofs against sir William 


Wyndham were so strong, that lord Fownshend 


_ 
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of Oxford and earl Mortimer, who now stands 
impeached by this House of high treason 
and other high crimes aud misdemeanors, 
his majesty bad been graciously pleased to 
say, ‘* He would give directions to the proper 
officers pursuant to the said Address,” 


The Speaker's Speech to the King, on pre- 
- senting the Money. Bills.) The same day, 
the king went to the House of ,Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Speaker, upon pre- 
senting the Money Bills, made the following 
Speech to his majesty : _ 

«“ Most gracious Sovereign ; 

« Your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the knights, citizens, and burgesses in 
parliament assembled, have now finished the 
supplies granted to your majesty for the ser- 
vice of this present year. Your Commons had 
much sooner offered these supplies to your 
majesty, had not their zeal for your majesty’s 
service, and the duty they owe to their coun- 
try, led them into inquiries which have drawn 
this session to an unusual length. 

‘© But your Commons could not see, without 
the utmost indignation, the glories of her late 
majesty’s reign tarnished by a treacherous 
cessation of arms; the faith of treaties violated, 
that ancient probity, for which the English 
natiun had been justly renowned throughout all 
ages, exposed to scorn and contempt; and 
the trade of the kingdom given up ‘by insidious: 
and precarious treaties of commerce, whilst 
the people, amused with new worlds explored, 
were coutented to see the most advantageous 
branches of their commerce in Europe lost, or 
’ betrayed. | P 

-¢ Such was the condition of this kingdom, 
when it pleased the divine Providence to call 
your majésty tu the throne of your ancestors, 
under whose auspicious reign your Commons 
with pleasure beheld the glories of the Plan- 
tagenets (your majesty’s royal ancestors) re- 
vive ; and have an unbounded prospect of the 
continuance of this happiness, even to the 
Jatest posterity, in arace of princes lineally 
descended from your majesty. 

“¢ And.that nothing might be wanting on the 
part of your Commons, to establish your ma- 
yesty’s throne on solid and lasting foundations, 
they have applied themselves, with unwearied 
diligence, to vindicatethe honour of the British 
nation, and to restore a mutual cerfidence be- 
tween this kingdom and its ancient and faithful 


deemed it necessary that government should 
not appear afraid to arrest such an offender, let 
his rank or connexions be what they might, 
and moved accordingly to have him taken into 


custody. Near ten minutes passed io silence’ 


before. any one ventured to agree with him; 
when at: last, two or three rose at the same 
moment to second him, and the arrest was 
decreed. As the king retired -into his closet, 
he took hold of lord Towaoshend’s hand, and 
said, ‘ You have done me a great service to- 
“day.” Coxe’s Walpole. 


allies, by detecting the authors of these perniv 
cious counsels, and the actors in these treacher- 
ous designs, in order to bring them to justice, 
by the judgment of their peers, according to 
the law of the land, and the usage of parlia- 
ment. 

“Tt was not to be expected, but that the 
eneinies to the nation’s peace, would use their 
utmost endeavours to obstruct your Commons 
in these inquiries ; but despairing of any suc 
cess in the representative body of the kingdom, 
they fomented tumults among the dregs of the 
people at home, and spirited up the Pretender 
to an Invasion from abroad. This gave‘your 
faithful Commons fresh opportunities of shewin 
their affection to your majesty’s person, an 
their fidelity to your government, by their un- 
animous concurrence in granting such supplies 
as were sufficient to disappoint the one, and by 
their passing such laws as were necessary to 


‘suppress the other; and, in every respect, to 


express their abhorrence of a popish Pretender, 
concerning whom, nothing remains unsuspected 
but his bigotry to‘superstition, and his hatred to 
our holy religion; for the advancements of 
which your majesty has expressed your pious 
care, by recommending to your Commons the 
providing maintenance for the ministers, who 
are to officiate in the new churches. This your 


‘Commons readily complied with, trusting, that 


the prayefs there offered to the Almighty, will 
bring down a blessing on all your majesty’s un- 
dertakings: and not doubting, but that the 
doctrines there taught, will bea means to se- 
cure the quiet of your kingdoms, and the obedi- 
ence of your people. 

‘“‘ The revenue set apart for the, uses of the 
civil government, your Commons found so much 
intangled with mortgages and anticipations, 
that what remained, was far from being suffici- 
ent to support the bonour and dignity of the 
crown: this your Commons took into serious 
consideration, and being truly sensible, that on 
your majesty’s greatness the happiness of your 
subjects entirely depends, they have pat the 
civil] revenues into the same state, in which they 


were granted to your majesty’s glorious prede- 


cessor, king William, of immortal memory : and 
thereby enabled your majesty to make an ample 
provision for the Prince of Wales, whose 
roic virtues are the best security of your ma- 
jesty’s throne, as his other personal endow- 
ments are the joyof all your faithful subjects. 

‘¢ T should bat ill discharge the trust reposed 
in me by the Commons, did I not lay before 
your majesty, with what cheerfulness they re- 
ceived your majesty’s gracious intentions for 
her royal highness the.Princess; and with how 
much readiness and unanimity they enabled 
your majesty to settle a revenue suitable to the 
dignity of a princess, whose: piety, and steady 
adherence to the Protestant Religion, is the 
glory of the | sie age, and will be the admi- 
ration of all future generations. , 

‘© May it please your majesty; The bills 
which the Commons bave prepared to complete 
the supplies for this year’s service, and for. the 
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other purposes I have mentioned, are severally 
intitled,—1. ‘ An Act to enable his majesty to 
‘ settle a. Revenue for supporting the dignity of 
‘her royal highness, &c.—2. An Act for en- 
¢ larging the capital stock and yearly fund of the 
‘South Sea Company, &c.—S. An Act for 
‘ making provision for the Ministers of the fifty 
¢ new Churches, &c.’. Which they with all hu- 
mility now present to your majesty for your 
royal assent.” 

After this, his majesty gave the royal assent 
to the three Bills before mentioned, as also to 
six more public, and to nine private bills. 

The Kings Speech at the Adjournment. |- Then 
his majesty was pleased to declare from the 
throne, that he had ordered the, Lord Chancel- 
lor to deliver his ‘majesty’s Speech to both 
houses of parliament, in his majesty’s name and 
words, which be did accordingly, as follows : 

«© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

«¢ I'am persuaded yqu are all by this time 
very desirous of soure recess, and that it cannot 
-be deferred longer, without great inconveni- 
ence to your private affairs. . 

«¢ But before I part with 
you my most sincere thanks for your having 
finished, with so much wisdom and unanimity, 
what I recommended to your care; and parti- 
gularly I must thank you, gentlemen of the 
‘House of Commons, for the provision you have 
made, as well for the support of the honour and 
dignity of the crown, as for the other necessary 
occasions of the public’; especially for your 
having done it by means so hittle burthensome 
to my people ; which, I assure you, recom- 
mends the supplies tome above any other cir- 
cumstance whatsoever. 

‘« My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

The open and declared rebellion, which is 
ow actually begun in Scotland, must convince 
all, who do not wish to see us given up into the 
-hands of a popish Pretender, of the dangers to 
which we have been, and are still exposed. 

* & J thought it incumbent upon me, to give 
you the earliest notice of the designs of our 
enemies, and I cannot sufficiently commend the 
seal and dispatch with which you impowered 
me, at a time when the nation was in so naked 
and defenceless a condition, to make such pre- 
parations as I should think necessary for our se- 
curity.. You shall have no reason to’ repent of 
the trast and confidence you repose in me, 
which I shall never use to any other end than 
for the protection and welfare of my people. 

‘Tt was scarce to be imagined, that any 
of my protestant subjects, who have known 
and enjoyed the benefits of our excellent con- 
stitution, and have heard of the great dangers 
they were wonderfully delivered from by the 
happy Revolution, should, by any arts and 
management, be drawn into measures that 
must at ence destroy their religion and liber- 
ties, and gubject them to popery and arbitrary 

:power ; but such bas been our misfortune, that 
too wany of my people have been deluded, 
and made instrumental to the Pretender’s de- 
signs, who had never dared to think of-in- 


you, [ must return 
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vading us, or raising a rebellion, had he not 
been encouraged by the success his emissaries _ 
and adherents. have already had in stirring up — 
riots and tumults, and by the farther hopes they 
entertain for raising insurrections in many parts 
of my kingdoms. | 

es The endeavouring to persuade my people, 
that the charch of England is in danger under | 
my government, has been the main artifice 
employed in carrying on this wicked and trai- 
torous design, This insinuation, after the so-, 
lemn assurances I have given, and my having 
laid hold on all opportunities, to do every thing 
that may tend to the advantage of the church 
of England, is both unjust and ungrateful: Nor 
can I believe -so groundless and malicious a 
calumny can make any impression upon the 
minds of my faithful subjects, or that they can 
be so far misled as to think the church of Eng- 
Jand is to be secured by setting a popish Pre- 
tender on the throne: 

“6 My Lords and Gentlemen ; : 

“ The proofs this parliament has given of 
their unshaken duty and affection to me, and 
of their love and zeal for the interest of their 
couhtry, will recommend you to the good opi- 
nion and esteem of all who have their religion 
and liberty truly.at heart, and has laid a last- 
ing obligation upon me; and I question nos, 
but by your farther assistance in the several 
countries te: which you are going, with the 
blessing of Almighty God, who has so fre- 
etry interposed in favour of this nation, I 
shall be able to disappoint and defeat the de- 
signs of our enemies, _ : 

“‘ Our meeting again to do business early in © 
the next winter wil be useful on many ac- 
counts; particularly, that the sitting of parlia- 
ments may be again brought into that season , 
of the year which is most convenient, and that 
as little delay may bé given as is possible to 
your judicial proceedings: And I shall, at pree 
sent, give such orders to my Lord Chancellor, 
as may not put it long out of my power to meet 
you, on any sudden occasion.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, having received 
directions from his majesty, returned to his 
place; and said, _ . 

“‘ My lords and gentlemen; It is his ma- 
jesty’s royal will and pleasure, that both Houses. 
should forthwith severally adjourn themselves 
to Thursday the 6th of October next.” 

. “October 6. The parliament being met at 
Westminster pursuant to their last adjourne 
ment, Mr. Secretary Stanhope acquainted the 
‘House, That it was the King’s pleasure, that the 
parliament should be adjéurned for a fortnight ; 
and therefore desired that the House would - 
adjourn itself until the 20th of October ; which 
the House did accordingly. _ 

October 20. Mr. Secretary Stanhope ac- 
quainted the House with bis majesty’s pleasure, 
that the parliament be adjourned until the 5th 
of November. Upor which the Commons. 
adjourned themselves to that day, and after. 
-wards to November 21st, and then to Deceme 
ber 14, at his majesty’s desre. Ge 

o. ; 


. Of the nation, 


coal , 
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December 14. The Commons ordered, That 
sit Edward Northey be added to the Commit- 
itee of Secrecy, in the ropm of sir Richard 
Onslow, bart. who had accepted the place 
of one of the tellers of his majesty’s exchequer, 
and was not rechosen, It was ordered like- 
wise, That Mr. Speaker do write cireular iet- 
tere to all the Sheriffs of the kingdom, to sum- 


mon the members in their respective counties’ 


to attend the service of the House upon the 9th 
of January: After which Mr. Secretary Stan- 
hope acquainted the House, that he had a 
message from his majesty to this House, signed 
by lus majesty, which he delivered to Mr. 
Speaker, as follows, viz. 


“G. R. 

“His majesty understanding, that many, 
both of the Huuse of Lards and Commons, are 
detained in the country, as well by their pri- 
vate as the public business; and the holidays 
being now so near, during which there is 
usually a recess, it is his majesty’s pleasure, 
that the parliament adjourn to Monday the 
9th day of January next, at which time his ma- 
jesty intends the parliament shall sit te do 
business.” . : 

Tien the House accordingly adjourned till 
Monday the 9th of January. 


The King’s Speech to both Houses respecting 
the Rebellion.| January 9, 1716. The Parlia- 
ament being met at Westminster, the king went 
to the House of Peers, and the Commons be- 
ing sent for up, and attending, the lord Chan- 
cellor read his majesty’s Speech to beth Houses, 
as follows: 

“ My Lordsand Gentlemen; é 

“The zeal and affection to my government, 
and the vigilant care for the sufety of the na- 
tion, which you have shewn in your respective 
counties, have not onty fully answered my ex- 
pectations, but give me assurances that you 
are met together resolved to act with # spirit 
becoming a ume of common danger, and with 
‘such a vigour, as esi end in the confusion of 
all those who Rave openly engaged in tis Re- 
eellion, and in the shame and repreach of such 
as by secret and malicious insepuations, have 
fomented, or by an avowed indifference en- 
couraged this traiterous enterprize. , 

“Ic 1s, I doubt not, a great satisfaction to 
you to have observed, that the powers you en- 
trusted me wh for the preservation of the 
public safety, have been employed in the most 
proper and effectual manner, and made stricti 
subservient to thuse purposes only for whi 
you iatended them; and you must have had 
the pleasure to reflect with me, that as the 


@easures taken for our defence, have been. 
Just and necessary, so it has pleased the di- 


vane Providence to bless them with a series of 
suitable success: and I canvet but take this 
opportunity of doing justice to the officers and 
soldiers of the y, wiose brave and faithful 
discharge of thar duty, has disappointed our 
enemies, and contributed so much. to the safety 


“T did hope, that the detecting and 
preventing the designed insurrectiuns in some 
parts of the kingdom, and the defeating in 
others, those who bad taken up arins against me, 
would have put an end to this rebellion; but it 
is plain that our enemies, animated by some 
secret hopes of assistance, are still endeavour 


ing to support this desperate undertaking; and’ . 
the Pretender, as I have reason to believe, is 


now landed in Scotland. 

‘¢ Tt is however with pleasure I can acquaint 
you, that notwithstanding these intestine com- 
motions, Great Britain has, in some measure, 


recovered its influence and reputation abroad. | 


The treaty for setting the barrier for the Ne-. 
therlands is now fully concluded between the 
emperor and the States General, under my 
guaranty: the king of Spain has agreed to a 
treaty, by which that valuable branch of 
our commerce will be delivered from the new 
impositions and hardships, to which it. was sub- 
jected by the late treaties; and will stand 
settled, for the future, on a foot more advan- 
tageous and certain than it ever did in the 
most flourishing time of any of my preéde- 
cessors ; and the treaty for renewing all former 
alliances between the crown of Great Britain 
and the States General is brought very near to 
its conclusion. 
“© Gentlemen of the House of Commons + 
“I must rely on your affection to me, and 
your care and concern for the safety of the 
mation, to grant me such supplies as may 
enable me to restore, and to secure, the peace 
of the kingdom; and I will order estimatés of 
the necessary expences to be laid before you. 
“ Among the many unavoidable ill conse- 
quences of this rebellion, none aflects me more 
sensibly than that extraordinary burden, which 
it has and must create to my faithful subjects: 
to ease them as far as lies in my power, I take 
this first opportunity of declaring, That I will 
freely give up all the estates that shall become 
forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to be 
applied towards defraying the extraordinary 
expence incurred on this occasion. 
“© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 


oe. 


‘It is a matter of the greatest uneasiness to‘ 


me, that the first years of my reign, the whole 
course of which I wished to have transmitted 
to posterity, distinguished by the fair and en- 
deariag marks of peace and clemency, should 
be clouded and overcast with so unnatural a 


rebellion; which, however inpotent and un- - 


successful a due care may render it in all 
other respects, does most sensibly afflict me, by 
the calamities it has brought on many of my 
faithful subjects, and by those indispensable re- 
turns of severity, which their sufferings, and 
the public safety, do most justly call for. Un- 
der this concern, my greatest comfort is, that I 
cannot reproach myself with having given the 
least provocation to that spirit of.discontent 
and calumny that has been let loose against 
me; or at least the pretence for kindling the 
‘flame of this Rebellion. ; 
‘Let those whose fatal counsels laid the 


ee ee ee — ane 
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foundation of all these mischiefs, and those 
whose private distontents and disdppoint- 
ments, disguised under false pretences, have 
betrayed great numbers of deluded people into 


_ their own destruction, answer for the miseries 


/ 


in which they have involved their fellow-sub- 
jects. I question not, but that, with the con- 
tinuance of God’s blessing, who alone is able 
to furm good out of evil, and with the cheer- 
ful assistance of my parliament, we shall, in a 
short time, see this rebellion end, not only in 
restoring the tranquillity of my government, but 
in procuring a firm and lasting establishment of 
that excellent constitution in church and state, 
which it was manifestly designed to subvert ; 
and that this open and flagrant attempt in 


_ favour of Popery, will abulish all other distinc- 


tions among us, but of such as are zealous 
assertors of the liberties of their country, the 


present establishment, and the Protestant re- 


igion, and of such as are endeavouring to 
subject the nation to the revenge and tyranny of 
a Popish Preteader.” 


The Lords’ Address thereon.] The Lords 


agreed upon the following Address: - 


«© Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

<< We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
eee: the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, do return our most un- 
feigned thanks to your majesty, for your most 
gracious speech from the throne; and do, 
with great joy, lay hold of this opportunity 
to congratulate your majesty on the successes 
with which: it has pleased Almighty God to 
bless your majesty’s arms and counsels, against 
the rebels. | 


<< We are so truly sensible of the happiness 
which the nation enjoys under your majesty’s 
government, that we should be wanting to 
our own interest, as well as to the duty we 


" owe to your majesty, did we not exert our- 


e 


selves with the utmost spirit and vigour in the 
present time of danger to the confusion of all 
such as are either actors or abettors in the 
present wicked and unnatural rebellion, and to 
the reproach of those who affect to appear 
lukewarm or indifferent in the cause of their 
king and country. : : 


“Our satisfaction, in observing the just and 


wise use of that power with which the parlia- 
ment entrusted your majesty in this great con- 
juocture, can be equalled by nothing but our 
Joy for those remarkable successes which have 
been the natural consequences of it. 


‘‘ We caanot sufficiently praise the fidelity 
and bravery which your army have skewn on 
this occasion; and assure ourselves, that all 
your faithful subjects, who are influenced by 
the same principles of honour and duty, will 
be as active, in their several stations, to pro- 
mote the service of your majesty, and the 
safety of the public. 

_& The landing of the Pretender in Scotland 
will only serve to animate this our zeal for your 
majesty; and we doubt not but it will prove his 
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last effort for disturbing the peace of your 
majesty’s in | 

‘““ We are highly sensible of the security and 
honour which redounds to the nation, by the | 


treaty for settling the barrier in the Nether- 


lands under your majesty’s guarranty ; and of 
the advantages which will accrue to yoursub- 
jects, by the treaty of commerce. with Spain; — 
and by the negociations which are now on foot, 
for the renewing of'all alliances‘with the anci- 
ent and faithful friends of this kingdom, the 
States General. . | 

“¢ Tt is with equal pleasure and. astonishment, - 
that we see your majesty has been able, ina. 
time of intestine troubles, to recover, in a great 
measure, the reputation and commerce of the 
British nation; and that you have gained more ~~ 
advantageous terms of trade for your subjects, 
than what were procured by any of your royal. 
predecessors, who had so much fairer opportu- 
nities of demanding them.- | 

‘“‘ We want words to express our gratitude 
to your majesty for your gracious and unparal- 
leled‘resolution, to give up all the estates, that — 
shall become forfeited by the rebellion, to the 
use ofthe public: and promise ourselves that 
‘all your faithful subjects, will, with great cheere 
fulness, do- their part towards enabling you to 
restore andsecure the peace of the kingdom, to 
which your majesty contributes in so generous 
a manner, out ofthe profits inherent to yout 
crown and royal dignity. 

“‘ That endearing tenderness and clemency, . 
which your majesty expresses towards all 
your subjects, very much aggravates the 
guilt of those, who have taken up arms, 
against so good and gracious a sovereign; and 
we cannot think, without the utmost horror, of 
those who rebel against a prince of so much 
goodness, or spread falshoods and calumnies 
against your sacred person, at the same time 
that you are studying to advance their welfare 
andhappiness, — se 

‘© We cannot desire a greater instance of this 
your majegty’s affection to yoar people, than | 
the sense which your majesty expresses of | 
those, whose evil counsels laid the pundation 
of ail our mischiefs, and whose self interested 


{ views, have deluded such numbers of unwary © 


men into their own destruction: 

“‘ We heartily pray Almighty God, that he 
may grant your majesty a long and happy reign 
over us, and bless your endeavours with suc- 
cess, for the procuring of a firmand lasting estae 
blishmept of our excellent constitution in 
Church and State. And as we shall always | 
oppose the attempts of such men, as would sub- 
Ject the nation to the revenge and tyranny of 
a popish Pretender ; 80 we shallalways value — 
beyond any honours or titles we can enjoy, the 
character of being faithful subjects to your mae 
jesty, zealous assertors of the liberties of our 
country, the present establishment, and the 


.Protestant Religion.” 


The King’s Answer.] January 11. The King 
returned the following Answer thereto ; . 


\ 


, 
U 


\ 
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« My Lords: | 


thank you heartily for this dutiful and 
Joyal Address. I depend entirely upon the as- 
surances you giveme; and shall ever steadily 
pursue such measures, 98 may best support the 
constitution in church and state; and I doubt 


not but, by the blessing of Gad, and your assis- 
tance, I shall defeat the designs of our ene- 
mies, 


Mr. Lechmere’s Speech for an Impeachment 
of the Rebel Lords.| ‘The Commons being re- 
_ turned to their House, and having unanimously 

resolved on an Address of Thanks to his majesty, 
sent to the Lords todesire them to continue sit- 
ting for some time. This Message was car- 
ried by 
Mr. Lechmere, who baving reported to the 
House, that the Lords consentedtodo so, made 
a speech to the following effect : | 
“‘ That after the general assurances the House 
had. given ‘to hig majesty, one moment onght 
mot to ‘be lost, witheut taking some effec- 
tual step towards making them good: that 
the first and great concern was, to put ap end 
to this rebellion : not only to quiet the present 
commotions, byt to extinguish the very passibi- 
lity of their being yenewed - that for these ends 
every gentleman would agree to strengthen.the 
bands of theking in such a manner, as would 
enable him speedily and effectually to complete 
this work ; that the House would do this with 
absolute cheerfulness, from the certain know- 
ledge and experience they had of the wisdom 
and justice of his majesty, wha would make no 
other use of any confidence his parliament 
should repose in him, than to promote the com- 
mon welfare of his people ; and that whatever 
extraordinary assistance the present juncture 
of affairs should require, would i continued no 
longer than the public necessity called for: 
that the next aseful and necessary step, was the 
national justice, which was incumbent on this 
house, in duty to the king, as well as in justice 
to the people: and as ungrateful and disagreea- 
ble a part as this must be, yet, when the de- 
sign of the enemy-was become so desperate, 
and 3) avowed, as to.strike at the crown upon 
the king’s head, and to involve the nation in 
the calamities of a civil war, the [louse could 
not exert themselves too early, nor with too 
much vigour; and that as the House acquitted 
itself on this occasion, he promised himself! the 
‘effect would be answerable: that the spirit 
which should be shewn in this instance, would 
animate the friends of the government, both at 
home and abroad ; and theterror it must strike 
on our enemies, would he equal at least, and 
contribute as much to the common safety, as 
any other preparation that had or could be made. 
He wished he could say or think, that this re- 
bellion was the project of those only, who ap- 
peared to head it ; or that it was the result of 
the weak or rash counsels of those who public- 
dy avowed it: he wished he could say, that it 
was the work of Papists only, or of those protes- 


tants wha were wicked or weak enough openly | 


) 


-and necessar 


to join in it. He wished he could say, that ir 
was a plot but of yesterday, and that it had 
taken no deeper root than ordinary appear~ 
ances would lead to suspect ; but he thought ig 
lain, that it was the effect of many years la~ 
ur, of the joint and united labour of great 
numbers, both protestants and papists, the plaia 
consequence of the measu 
which had be 
last : that to frame a right judgment of the na~ 
ture of this rebellion, he thought it necessary for 
the House to look back, and consider the na= 
tural tendency of the public proceedings of late 


years, and the connection they bore with the. 


present unfortunate state of things : when men is 
sacred functions suffered themselves to become 
state instruments, and the great merit of such men 
was, under the pretence of asserting the doctrines; 
of the church of England, to condemn the Revo-~ 
lution, he could sever understand any other de« 
sign or tendency from thase practices, than to 
undermine the foundation of the Protestant suc~ 
cession. He remembered it was said upon a. 


very solemn occasion, by a very honourable | 


gentleman, ‘ That the condemning the late hap~ 


‘ py Revolution, could have no other meaning, © 


‘ than to make way for another?’ That however 
wicked and dangerous these practices‘ were, 
they made too great an impression, and con— 
tributed a great deal to the present calamity. :: 
that ag the designs of the enemy grew more 
avowed, state-principles of another kind were 


advanced, which still conduced to the same end; 


that ic was well known what industry was used 
to. inculcate the notions of hereditary right to 
the trown, in opposition tu the settlement which 
had been made of it in the house of Hanover,. 


by the authority of Parliament, and with no . 
other view, than to weaken that settlements. 


that every one remembered what extraordinary 
pains were taken to poison the people with thig 
dangerous notion; and that those who mada 
the best court to men in power, were such wha 
espoused this opinion in the most notorious 
manner: that he could not forget with what 
tenderness a certain divine of the church of 
England was treated below stairs, whilst under 
prosecution for the most impudent libel [“ The 
“ Hereditary Right asserted,” &c. | that ever was 
published against any government, that had 


either will or power to maintain itself. He. 


thought the punishment that was inflicted on 
that gentleman light enough, but be could not 
avoid taking notice of a remarkable passage, 
which then alarmed every thinking man, and 
will, one time or other, deserve the considera- 
tion of this House, viz. the Order from the govern 


ment, countersigned by a secretary of state, to 


the judges of the Queen’s Bench, after the judg- 


ment passed, to supersede the ignominious part . 
‘of the punishment, by reason of the sacred func 


tion of the crimmal; by which the most un- 
exampled and dangerous distinction was mtro- 


duced; and which proceeding could bear no 


other construction, than as a license and protec- 


tion, even from the government, to men in holy » 
orders, to propagate thas destructive position ; 


en carrying on for some years 
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with impunity ; and the character of the per- 
son, which ought in justice to have aygravated 
his guilt, and heightened the punishment, be- 
eame his indemnity agunist the reproach of it, 
even by the authority of the government itself. 
He remembered in what manner every thing of 
that nature was treated in Wesminster-hall ; 
what severities were exercised against those 
who had courage oe to assert the 
Faterest of their country, and of the Protestant 
succession, at the same time that the patrons 
of hereditary right enjoyed all indulgences: 
that he mentioned these things on no un- 
certainties, having been an eye-witness of 
them himself, and it having fallen to his 
share to bear some part in them: that this 
was ene of the most successful parts of the 
scheme of those who had fixed their eyes onthe 
Pretender: that the House need not be told 
how far it had operated to the prejudice of the 
Protestant succession. That he could give 
many other instances of this kind; all which 
gprometed the same end. The gross distinctions 
that. were coined to elude the oaths that had 
been made for the sesurity of the government ;. 
the endeavours that were used to possess the 
people with false fears of the danger of the 
Charch ; and the little care that was taken, to 
bay no worse of it, to instil into the youth of the 
kingdom, such principles as were consistent with 
the true interest either of Church or State. 
That he looked upon these things which he had | 
mentioned, to be the foundation ef the scheme 
that was now, hy this Rebellion, carrying on 
‘imto execution; and he owned, that in this re-. 
spect, the authors of it were wise in their genera- 
tion; for by these arts, the very principle on 
which the Protestant succession is founded, was 
shaken; and though the methods of doing it 
were base and vile, yet the dissatisfaction and 
uneasiness that was created by them ia the 
minds of the people, made way for the change 
that was desired. That he cravéd leave of the 
House, to put them in mind of other parts of 
this scheme, that was carrying on at the same 
time. The enemies.to the present government 
Judging aright for their own purpose, by all me- 
thods to attack the consciences of the people, 
ms to the legality and justice of the settlement | great lord, bas sufficiently explained his de- 
ef the crown in the house of Hanover, they | signs to the whole world; and the next tidi 
thought it necessary, .at the same time, to dis- | that we may expect from abroad, is, that 
able, as faras they could, those persons who had [bas taken upon him the character of a minister 
been most remarkable for their services in the | to the Pretender. That he looked upon the 
sup of it. That the great effort was made | disabling the great asserters of the Protestant 
at that great man, [the duke of Marlborough] | interest, to be a second, and no small part of the 
who is not only the honour and ornament of his | scheme; and while these things were oarrying 
country, but the glory of the age he lives in. | on, their little engines and tools were carrying 
He added, he thought he should not be sus- | on their work in Westminster-hall. That every 
pected of flattery at this time, nor,ashe believ- | man who favoured the Hanover succession, — 
ed, at any time, with respect to that great man. | was to be worried, asid all open and scandalous 
That many who then heard him, remembered | asserters ef contrary ptinciples, were treated 
the part he took in vindication of that great | with all the care and tenderness of friends. 
man, whilst his character was ander debate in | Chartets of corporations were attacked in a 
this House. That he could not forget the rage | niore unprecedented and dangerous manner, 
and imveteracy with which he was pursued ; | than in former times, when practices of that 
mor how much stress was laid upon obtaining | kind were most justly complained of, and no 
the censures of Parliament upon him; that the | stone was left unturned co strengthen them- _ 


aspersions then thrown upon him, did not hurt 
that great man; and whatever endeavours may 
at any time be used to lessen him, will hurt none 
but those that shall promote them; but yet 
those vain endeavours were a very useful part 
of the scheme then carrying on. It was a ne- 
cessaty step for those men to put him out of the 
way, whose very name and appearance, at that 
time, would have been sufficient to raise armies 
in favour of the Protestant succession, and thé 
liberties of his country: but he could not but. 
observe, that a’ serviceable a3 it was for the 
measures of those men to wound his character, 
it was now a reptoach to thekingdom, that those 
groundless aspersions, which had been cast upon 
him, should remain ypon the journals of the 
Parliament. That another great lord, [the 
lord vistount Townshend tefl under the vio- 
lence of thosé times, whose prosecution was at- 
tended with uncommon fary. That himself had 
some sharé in justifying that great man in this 
House, when he was voted an enetmy to ‘his 
country. That he observed at that time, and | 
the evént has made it evident, that the Barrier 
.was but the pretence, and the great services he 
had done to.the Protestant succession, was the 
trae provocation which drew that rage upon 
hich, That two other honourable gentlemen, 
{Mr. Secretary Stanhope and Mr. R. Walpole 
then sitting. near him,] had felt'‘the severity of 
those times; they:had distinguished themselves 
by their zeal and firmness to the true interest 
oF their country, and wete téo considerable 
to escape the malite of those who had other 
views. “That those Proceedings, how un- 
certain soever the design of them might 
appear while they were trausacting, have been 
sufficiently explained by what has followed. 
That the name of that general, for whose ime | 
mediate service the great man firet mentioned, 
was blemished, and for whom there was vanity 
enough to make him his rival, is now become 
the reproach of his family and country: He 
avows the service of the Pretender, and ere 
long we may hear of him at the head of an exe 
pedition for establishing Popery and arbitrary 
power. That the secretary of state, who dig- 
tinguished himself in the pursuit of the other 
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selves in that respect. Thét Ke would not then 
trouble the House any more upon that head, 
having some thoughts, ere long, to present 
them with a small collection of things of that 
kind, for their serious consideration. That the 
master-strokes of this grand scheme, were yet 
behind: That the surest way to destroy the 
government, has been always thought to be by 
ats own hands, that is, by the authority and 
power of parliament. For this purpose a con- 
federacy, by which the liberties of Europe had 
been so Jong sustained against the power of 
France, was broke to pieces by votes that were 
obtained in this House in the most extraordi- 
nary manoer. That the honour of the nation, 
the balance of power, and the Protestant in- 
terest in Europe, were effectually given up in 
the negociations and conclusion of tle peace, 
by which France was restored to its ancient 
and formidable state ; and every body remem- 
bered how near they were, by the same in- 
fluences, to have given up the whole trade of 
the nation, to the interest of the French king. 
who, after that, bad no suitable return left for 
him to make for such services, but to bestow 
upon them a Pretender, bred up in his own 
faith, and in his own politics. That nothing 


. could have obstructed this, but the many mi- 


taculous Providences that immediately followed, 
when bis power throughout Europe was un- 
contestible ; and, by the measures that had 
been taken, the Protestant succession had 
scarce a friend left in the world. That the 
king’s accession to the throne, accompanied by 


' go many providential circumstances, ag it disap- 


pointed the iminediate execution of the scheme, 
80 it quieted the spirit of those men for some 
time. That if the House would make a right 
judgment of the present Rebellion, they must 
compare the steps that immediately preceded 
it, with those that were taken in the last reign, 
when the hope was to have brought about the 
same end without a stroke. That the same en- 
deavours soun apepared to propagate the same 
principles, both in church and state; and those 


endeavours, though at first not so open, were 


xe as restless to create dissatisfaction against 
is majesty’s government, as they had been be- 
fore ta prevent its taking place, As the en- 
couragement grew stronger, tumults and riots 
‘were universally fomented; and it was well 
‘known from what quarter they rose, and against 
whom they were levelled; but yet no one in- 
stance has been assigned, throughout his ad- 


‘ministration, that could offend or provoke any 


but a Jacobite spirit, That his majesty has 
done more for the honour of the church, and 
‘the true interest of his kingdom, than any of his 
predecessors, in three times the number of years : 
That his: personal virtues, and the wisdom and 
steadiness of his government have retrieved 


“the honour and reputation of his kingdoms, 


which had been so shamefully lost : That his 
weight and influence abroad, and the credit he 
‘hag obtained in all the knuwn parts of the world 
have already procured the settlement of the 
matters in difference between the two chief 


powers of Europe, from whom alone we cam 
expect assistance in times of danger. That 
no single instance can be assigned of hardship 
or oppression to any one of his subjects, or 
that can give a just reason of dissatisfaction 5 
but on the contrary, those who bave shewn the 
greatest aversion to his government, have re- 
ceived the kindest invitations, and enjoyed the 
highest indulgences from him ; that if any ere 
rors may have been committed in any parts of 
the adininistration, during the present dis- 
orders, every honest man ought to judge of 
them by this one rule, that is, the plain design 
for which all measures are calculated, which 
every body must admit to be the preservation 
of the Protestant suécession: That all incidents 
of such an administration ought to be covered 
or justified by tbe interest that shall appear to 
be carried on throughout the whole; That by 
the same rule of justice, when the destruction 
of the common interest was the plain intenyon 
of the late administration, the greatest weighs 
ought to be laid on every little circumstance 
that attended, in order to obtain a public saus- 
faction, That by taking in all these conside- 
rations, he thought the House would make a 
full and right judgment of the nature of this 
Rebellion ; from whence it took its rise, how 
deep it had taken root, to what influences it 
was owing, and how. far it extended; That the 
part the lord Derwentwater and others, had 
taken in it, were to be considered as the first 
symptoms of that general disorder, for which 
so much foundation was laid; for which reae 
son, he thought that the House could not 
consider this otherwise, than as the cause of 
the nation, in the strongest. manner. That 
in justice to the king, as well as to the people, 
they ought to take this into their own hands, 
and not to entrust the prosecution of it with 
any body but themselves. That every body 
knew to what hazards prosecutions in thé or- 
dinary course of justice, were liable, though 
they were never so well concerted by those 
whose business it was to carry them on: but 
how sure soevcr this success might be, in a case 
so notorious as this, yet it was obvious to every 
body of what different weight and influence the 
prosecutions of parliament were, from those in 
the ordinary forms, That he owned he was 
surprised that any measures had been taken of 
that kind, against the Peers who bad been taken 
in open rebellion, a parliament sitting, which 
had shewed so much zeal, and had contributed 
so much to the preservation of the government, 
especially at a time when the crown on the 
king’s head was fighting for. That he very well 
knew, that though the House of Commons 
right of impeaching criminals was: unlimited, 
yet they would exercise that power by the 
rules of wisdom and discretion, and not engage 


in trivial matters, but in such only, where the . 


offenders were not within the reach of the ore 
cinary justice, or the nature of their trimes 
such ag were nat fitta be meddled with by the 
ordinary jurisdictions, That the case ofthe lorda 
taken in rebellion, wag indeed agtorions, end. 


x 
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of which the proof would be easy; ‘but theugh 
‘mot from the difficulty of the prosecution, yet 
from the weight and consequence of. it, he 
thought he need say little more to convince 
the House, to make it their own prosecution, 
by which they engaged every commoner in 
Great Britain, as‘ an immediate party against 
those. who had carried a war into the bowels of 
the kingdom. That no instance ever had 
yvisen in the English history, where their an- 
cestors had permitted a prosecution of this 
kind, against the chief actors, to be carried 
any where but in full Parliament. That the 
five Popish* lords were pursued by the loud 
voice and weight of the Commons.of England ; 
_ and though at that time the nation was in 
peace, they would not permit the fate of those 
prosecutions to depend on the care or skill of 
those who are versed in the ordinary ferms of 
justice; and their success was answerable. 
That he owned his desire, upon all occasions 
. to raise the honour and authority of parlia- 
meats, which he thought the greatest support of 
the honour and the prerogatives of the crown ; 
for which reason, he took this occasion to speak 
more fally to the nature of impeachments, and 
the rather, because he apprehended some gen- 
tlemen bad mistaken notions concerning them: 
that the’power of impeachments was the most 


valuable and useful privilege that belonged to 


‘the body of the Commons, at. least equal to 
that of giving money, which belongs solely to 
them. That gentlemen need not be apprehen- 
cive of any intricacies in those proceedings, es- 
pecially at a time, and upon an occasion, when 
there was no doubt of the. concurrence of both 
Hooses. That the Impeachments were in 
. themselves more plain, regular, and disentang- 
led, than any other forms of justice. That 
they were particularly excepted out of the late 
statute of treasons, which had very much fet- 
tered the ordinary course of proceedings. That 
Impeachments were never made difficult, but 
when they were carried on against the inclina- 
Zion of the crown, or at a time when there was 
no good understanding between the two 
Houses ; when little occasions might be sought 


to,raise disputes, and interrupt them ; or else |. 


when they are uodertaken, before they are 
well considered ; which could not be the pre- 
sent case. That there was another reason, 
which upon this occasion should determine gen- 
tlemen into this method; which was the eon- 
sequence of the judgment that should be ob- 
tained against those Lords; he asserted ‘it as 
his clear opinion, and whieh he thought he 
could maintain, That no pardon under the 
Great Seal could discharge a judgment obtained 
upon the Impeachment of the Commons: that 
this opinion bad been strenuously asserted in 
this House in former reigns; aod he thought 
at not weakened by the declaration in the Act 
of Settlement of the-crown upon the House of 
Hanover. That he had heard of a very new 
distinction that had been ogined without doors, 
re avoid this o inion, viz, ‘ That the pardon 
* WG NOt pleadable in har.of the mppsachment, 


: { : ; 
‘ and to prevent the Commons from examining 
‘into the offence; but that it was pleadable 
‘after judgment, and in bar of executiun.’” 
That whenever that question should came pro- 
perly before them, he undertook to shew the 
idleness and absurdity of that distinction ; that 
if that distinction was framed to make court to 
the prerogative, he thought it the most false 
and destructive piece of flattery of the kind, 
that ever had been raised. That it was the 


greatest ease, security, and support ofthe crown — 


in his opinion, instead of any diminution of it, 
that no such power should be lodged there, to 
be exercised on any occasion, tu prevent the 


ossibility of the crown’s being wrought upon ~ 


y any influences to defeat the judgment given 
in full parliament, with the concurrence of both 
Houses, against. the highest offenders; which 
must inevitably create the greatest jealousy, and 
cause the highest dmeatinachibas between the 
crown and the people: for this reason, he took it 
to be the greatest advantage to the crown, that 
the constitution of the kingdom had not, as he 
thought, invested it with any such power; and 
oo the other side it would clearly appear, that 


such a power was utterly inconsistent with the - 


fundamental rights of parliament. That he 
owned he was surprised te hear; that any such 


distinction should be started at this time: but 


if the law was as he apprehended it to be, it 


was the strongest reason for the Commons to . 


interpose in this prosecution, to defend the 


crown from the many importunities to which it. 


would be subject in the ordinary course of jus- 
tice; and that the weight of the prosecution, 
and the consequences of it, should be borne by 
the Commons, as it ought to be in a case so na= 
tional as this. That if gentlemen wanted any 
other motives to indace them to make this pro- 
secution their own, he had a paper in his hand 
which would fire the thoughts of every gen- 
tleman there, [meaning the Pretender’s De- 
olaration.*} That nobedy could read, without 


* The Pretender’s DEcLaRaTION was in 
following terms : 
6 J R 


“ James 8, by the grace of God, of Scot- 
land, England, France, and Ireland, king, de- 
fender of the faith, &c. to all our loving sub- 
jects of what degree or guality soever, greeting. 
As we are firmly resolved never to omit any. 


opportunity of asserting our undoubted title to: 


the imperial crown of these realms, and of en- 
deavouring to put ourself into the possession 
of that right, which is devolved upon us 
by the laws of God and man ; 80 must we, in 
Justice to the sentiments of our own heart, de- 
clare, that nathing in this world can give us so 
great satisfaction, as to owe ta the endeavours 


the 


a 


of our loyal subjects, both our and their re-— 


storation to that happy settlement, which can 
alone deliver this church and nation from the 
calamities which they lie at present under, 
and from those future miseries, which must be 
the consequences of the present usurpation, 


During the life of our dear sister of gloriaus 


t 
. \ 
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the utmost indignation, the personel indignities 
that were therein cast upon the best of princes, 
whose title to the crown, they were. bound by 
all the ties of duty, affection, and interest, to 
maintain, That the House could do no less 


memory, the happiness which our peeple en- 
soved,aahiened in some degree the hardship of 
our own fate: and we must further confess, 
that when we reflected om the goodness of her 
mature, and her inclinations to justice, we 
could not but persuade ourself, that she in- 
tended to establish and perpetuate the peace, 
which she had given to these kimgdoms, by 
destroying forever ail competition to the suc- 
-eession of the crown, and .by securing to us at 
last the enjoyment of that inheritance, out of 
which we had been so long kept, which her 
¢ouscience reust inform her was our due, and 
which her principles must lead her to desire, 
that wemight obtain. | 

‘¢ But, ance the time when it pleased Al- 
mighty God to put a period to her life, and not 

to suffer as to throw ourself, as we then fully 

roposed to have done, upon our people, we 

fave not been able to look on the present con- 
dition of our kingdoms, or to consider their fu- 
vure prospect, without all the borror and in- 
diguation, which evght to fill the breast of 
every Scotsman. 

«< We have beheld a foreign family, aliens to 
ewer country, distant in blood, and strangers 
even to our language, ascend the throne. 

“ We have seen thereins of goyernment put 
into the hands of a faction; and that authority, 
which was designed for the protection of ail, 
exercised by a few of the worst, to the op< 
pression of the best and greatest number of our 
subjects. Our sister has not been left at rest 
in ber grave; her name has been scarrilously 
abused ; her glory, as far as in shese people 
lay, insolently defaced, and her faithfal ser- 
vants iohumanly persecuted. A parhament 
has been procured by the most unwarrantable 
influences, and by the grossest corruption, to 
serve the.vilest ends. And they, who ought to 
be the guardians of the liberties of the people, 

are become the instruments of tyranny. Whilst 
the principal powers engaged in the late wars 
enjoy the blessings of peace, and are attentive 
to discharge their debts, and ease their 
_ people ; Great Britain, in the midst of peace, 
feels all the load of a war. New debts are 
contracted ; new armies are raised at home ; 
Dutch forces are brought into these kingdoms ; 
and by taking possession of the duchy of Bre- 
men, in violation of the public: faith, a dooris 
opened by the usurper tolet in an inundation 
of foreigners from abroad, and to reduce these 
pations to the state of a province, to one of the 
most inconsiderable provinces of the empire. 

“‘ These are some few of the many real evils, 
into which these kingdoms have been betrayed, 
under pretence of being rescued’ and secured 
from dangers purely imaginary. And these 
are the consequences of abahdoning the old 


@onstitution, as we persuade ourselves, very 


-domimions. 


tham to resent this so fer, as to make them- 
selves the prosecutors of those who avowed - ties 
cause.of the Pretender, and set themselves at 
the head of armies, in the heart of the king's 
That in this paper, the House 


many of those, who promoted the present un+ 
just and illegal settlement never intended. 

“S Weobserve, with the utmost. satisfaction, 
that the generality of our subjects are awakens 
ed with a just sense of their danger; and that 
they shew themselves disposed to take such 
measures, as may effectually reseue then from 
that bondage ; which bas, by the‘artifice of a 
few designing men, and by she concurrence 
ey unhappy causes, been brought upon 
hem. 


‘6 We adore the wisdom of the Divine. Pro- 


_vidence, which bas opened a way to our restora- 


taon, by the sacoess of those very measures, that 
were laid to disappoint us for ever. And we 
most earnestly conjure all our loving subjects, 
not to suffer that spirit to faint or die away, 
which has been se miraculously raised in all 
parts of the kingdom: but to pursue, with all 
the vigour and hopes of success, which so just 
and righteeus a cause ought to mspire, those 
methods, which the finger of God seems to 
point out to then. | 


“ We are come to take cue part in | all the 


dangers and difficulties, to whech any ef cur 
sabjects, from the greatest down to the mean- 
est, nfay be ex on this important ecce- 
sion, to relieve our subjects of Scotlaad from 
the hardstrips they under on accouct of 
the late ushappy union, and to restore the king- 
dom to its ancient, free, and independent state. 

““ We have before our eyes the example of 
our royal grandfather, who fell a sacrifice to 
rebellion ; aad of our royal uncle, who, by a 
train of miracles, the rage of the Cashes 
rous and blood-thirsty rebels, and lived to ex- 


ercise his clemency towards those, who had — 


waged waragainst his father and himself ; who 
had driven him to seek shelter in foreign lands, 
aad who had even set a price upon his head. 

‘6 We see the same instances of cruelty re- 
newed against us by men of the same princi- 
ples, wit any other reason than the con- 
sciousness of their own guilt, and the implacae 
ble malice of their own hearts, For, in the 
account of such men, it is a crime sufficient to 
be born their king. But God forbid, that we 


should tread in these steps, or that the cause of 


2 lawful prince and an injured people should be 
carried on like that of usarpation add tyranny, 
and owe its support to assassins. We shall. 
copy after the patterns abovementioned, and 
be ready, with the former of our royal ances~ 
tors, to seal the cause of vur country, if such 


be the will of Heaven, with our blood. But: 
we hope for better things: We hope, with the | 


latter, te see our just rights, and those of the 
church and people of Scotland, once more set- 
tled in a free, independent Scots parliament, 
nn their ancient foundation, To such a par- 
liament, (which we will immediately call) 


o aA 
i] 
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‘would seehow they were. tréated thetmielves + | hed thought fitto enter upon, and which were 
that they were represented as the most illegal | still depending: that he knew also what situe- 
and infamous assembly of men that ever met to- | tion these Impeachments were in; and hoped 
gether. That these cansiderations ought in | they would be resumed: and carried on in due 
| Justice 60 animate ahd invigorate their pro- | season, with the same vigour with which they 
ceedings in every respect, until the inveteraey | were undertaken: that he likewise believed, that 
and insolence of the eneiny were entirely sub- | the nation expected that their inquiries upon 
dued ; that he did not think that the: proceed- | that head should be extended, and appear to 
ings of this House ought, in any case, to be go- | be impartial, it not being possible that a greater 
verhed by vindictive cunsiderations, but by | diskonour could be brought, or an heavier im- 
such. circumstances only, as from their real | putation cast upon, the proceedings of that 
weight and consequence called for the interpo- | House, than that of pertiality, which could — 
sition of the Commons ; ._ that” he was: sensible | not fail to sink their credit, and to prevent all 

that the Commons had a great work upon their | the good effects that were hoped and expected 
hands, upon other Impeachments, which they | from them; however he concluded, that every 
Ste pennnnmnrereneenemmnnnne—evesnvenemeneece= | gentleman would agree with hie, that the pre- 
sent situation and conjuncture of affairs made 
| Itnecessary to give the preference to these Lords 
who had been taken in open rebellion: and 
thereupon he impeached James earl of Der- 


shall we entirely refer both our and their in- 
terests, being sensible, that these interests, 
rightly underetood, are always the same. Let 
the civil as: well as religious rights of all 
our subjects receive their confirmation in such | weatwater of High Treason ; which Impeach 
a parliament. Let consciences truly tender be | ment be uadertaok to make good. 
indelged. Let property of everykind be bet- | 
ter than ever secured. Let dn act of general: 
grace and ammesty extinguish: the fears even 
of the most guilty. If possible, lot the very 
remenibrance of all, which have pteceded: this 
happy moment, be utterly blotted out, that our 
subjects. may be united te us, and.to each other, 
in the strictest bends of affection ‘as well as 
interest. 

«¢ And thet nothing may be omitted, which 
is in our power to contribute to this desirable 
end, we do, by these presents, absolutely. and 
effectually, for us, our heirs and. successors,. 

and the other six members, in pursuance of the 


erdon, remit, and discharge, all crimes of 
a commands of the House, carried up an Ime 


The Commpns résolve to impeach the Lords 
Derwentuater, Widdrington, Nithisdale, Win- . 
toun, Carnyath, Kenmure and Nairn of High 
Treason.] Upon this, the House resolved ta 
impeach the said earl of High Treason; ag 
‘they did likewise, upon the motions severally 
made by Mr. W. Pulteney, Mr. Boscawen, 
Mr. Hampden, lord Finch, the earl of Hert 
ford, and Mr. Wortley, to impeach of the same 
crime, William lord,Widdrington, William earl 
of Nithisdale, George earl of Wintoun, Robert 
earl of Carawath, William viscount Kenmure, 
and William lord Nairn. Then Mr. Lechmere | 

treason, ay rision 0 ones and all 

er crimes and offences whetsoever, done or herofit | 
committed against us, or our royal father, of apr emcee at pt ie ne House of Lords, 
— memory; Rl of ya! ar brag of “ MyLI hs Wize | 
what degree‘or quality :soever, who shall, ator | ¢ The Commons of Great Britain in Pare 
ea nein spa vat oe Pi a liament assembled, having received information 
a ele hon of aa seen anil “nebirn io es of divers. Treasons committed by a great Peer 
ae. Mi thew: eh i para | Of this House, James earl of Derwentwater, 
cal? a fal cad lack , rt eT Ove So By their have commanded me to impeach the said James 
a Be che tone pale renege. 7 aan earl of Derwentwaser of High Treason : and I- 
Kan, age pis ed b ie sate cal dc do here, in their names, and in the names ofall - 
sage ip Wo pers we may hope to see the | (O Commonsof Great Britain, impeach the said 
sei Hoanehime catate or the kined a- | James earl of Derwentwater of High Treason. 
aire ee a ead Ge: shall be park And J am farther commanded by the Hause of 
forward ta encert with eur paclieaien $06 Comthons, to. acqnaint your eps that sey 
farther measures, as may be thought wecessary tale de katanm 


. for leaving the same to future generations. ee . 
“ And gas hereby require” all sheriffs -of The oe six Impeachmenjs were all in the 
shires, stewarts of stewarties, or their deputies, | **7° ‘7. 
and magistrates of burghs, to publish thisour]  Axrtyorzs. or ImpeacHMENT AGAINST THE 
declaration, immediately after it shalcometo | Eants or Derweytwater, Nirarspate, 
their hands, in the usual places and manner, | Cannwars, any. Winton ; Viscount Krn- 
MURE, AND THE LordDS WIDDRINGTON aND 


under pain of being proceeded against for: 
failare thereof, and forfeiting the benefit of | Naraw.] The said eeven members being re- 
our general pardon. | 4 turned to the Mouse, and having reported what 

they had done, a Committeé was appointed, of 
which Mr. Lechmere was chairman, and order- 
ed'te draw up Articles of Impeachment against 
the seven impeached Lords, which being drawn 
up accordingly, and agreed to by the House, 


“ Given under oar sign’ manual and privy sig- 
net, at our Court of Commerey, the 25th day | 
of October, and in the 15th year of our 


_ . demn the justice of the late happy Revolution, 


° : . < 
e 


‘ 
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were carried to the Lords by Mr. Lechmere. | highest trasts and employments, contrary to 
They are as follows: the ancient undoudted and established laws of 
these kingdoms ; Jesuitical and scandalous dis- 
tinctions were invented, and publicly inculcated, 
to enervate the force anid obligation of those 
oaths, which bad been contrived.in the plainest 
and strongest terms, -by the wisdom of parlia- 
ment, for the security) of the said establishment, 
and, to conceal their designs, thereby the 
better to enable them to carry on the same, 
great numbers of the ssid conspirators, of all 
ranks and conditions, pretending a zeal for the 
Protestant succession, openly and voluntarily 
took the said oaths; groundless fears of the 
danger of the church of England were fomented 
throughout these kingdoms, to disorder the 
minds of well disposed Protestants. By all 
which and many other such ungodly practices 
of the said conspirators, the most causelese 
and dangerous jealousies and dissatisfactions 
were created in the minds of the goad people 
of this kingdom, and great nambers of well 
meaning but deluded Protestants were much 
disquieted ; but devertheless, these dishonest 
methods were pursued by the said conspirators 
with indefatigable industry, as the only means 
to weaken the foundations of the said happy 
establishment. 

‘And whereas the dissolution of. the Jate 
glorious confederacy against France, and the 
loss of the balance of power in Europe, were. 


ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT of High 
Treason exhibited against JAMES Earl 
of DERWENTWATER, WILLIAM 
Lord WIDDRINGTON, WILLIAM Earl 
of NITHISDALE, GEORGE Earl of 
WINTON, ROBERT Earl of CARN- 
WATH, WILLIAM Viscount KEN- 
_MURE, and WILLIAM Lord NAIRN: 


“* Whereas for many years last, a most wicked 
design and contrivance has been formed and 
carried on, to subvert the ancient and established 
government and the good laws of these king- 
dems, to extirpate the true Protestant religion 
therein established, and to destroy its professors, 
and, instead thereof, to introduce and settle 
Popery and arbitrary power; in which unna- 
tural and horrid conspiracy, great numbers of 
_ persons of different degrees and qualities have 
- concerned themselves and acted; and many 
‘ Protestants pretending an uncommon zeal fur 
the church of England, have joined themselves 
with professed Papists, uniting their endeavours 
to accomplish and execute the aforesaid wicke 
and traiterous designs. | 
** And whereas it pleased Almighty God, in 
his good Providence, and in his great mercy 
and goodness to these nations, to crown the 
unwearied endeavours of his late majesty king 
. William the3d, of ever gloriousmemory,by mak- 
ing him the instrument to procure the Settlement 
of the Crown of these realms in the illustrious 
house of Hanover, as the only means, under 
‘God, to preserve our religion, laws, and liberties, 
and to secure the Protestant interest of Europe, 
since which happy establishment, the said con- 
spirators have been indefatigable in their en- 
eavours to destroy the same, and to make 
way for the vain and groundless hopes of a spu- 
rious impostor and Popish Pretender to the 
tmperial crown of these realms; and, to ac- 
_complish these ends, the most immoral, irre- 
ligious, and unchristian-like methods, have 
been taken ; but more particularly in the last 
years of the reign of the late queen Anne, dur- 
ing which time all imaginable endeavours were 
used by the said conspirators to prejudice the 
minds of the subjects of this realm against the 
legality and justice of the said settlement of the 
crown: and, for that purpose, the holy Serip- 
tures were wrested, and the most wholesome 
doctrines of the church of England: perverted 
and abused, by men ia holy orders, in the most 
public and scandalous manner, in order to cons. 


~ 


of the said conspirators, and the same being ef-. 


France, the French king was rendered formida- 
ble, and the Protestant succession was thereb 
brought into the most imminent danger; and, 
by these and othes pernicious measures, the 
destruction so long intended by the said con- 
spirators for these poor nations seemed near 
at hand; at which time, and uader which most 
deplorable circumstances, it pleased Almighty 
God in his infinite wisdom to call to himself the 
late queen Anne, and, by a concurrence of 
mahy most wonderful providences, to give a 
quiet and peaceable accessian tq his present 
most gracious majesty to the throne of his an- 
cestors, to which he was received with one full 
voice and consent of tongue and heart, and the 


testant, as their only lawful and rightful liege 
lord ; and although, from the moment his ma-~ 
jesty ascended the throne to this day, his reign 
has been one series of wisdom, justice, and 
clemency, his labours constant, unwearied, and 


of these nations, to re-establish the trade and 


though all imaginable encouragement has been 
and thereby to sap and undermine the founda- 
tion of the said happy establishment ; and the 
most notorious instruments of these wicked pur- 
- poses were countefanced by particular marks 
of public favour and distinction; false and 
dangerous notions of asole hereditary right te 
the imperial crown of these realms were pro- 
 ‘pageted and encouraged by persons in the 


ness shewn even to his Popish subjects, and his 
constant care bas been to procure the universal 
good of his people ; nevertheless the said con- 
spirators have, by the most vile and impious 
methods, renewed their endeavours to throw 
these kingdoms into the utmost confusion, and 
to entail endless miseries on us atid our pos 


further steps necessary to complete the designs — 


fected by the late ignominious peace with. 


united joy of every good subject and good Pro- © 


successful, to retrive the honour and reputation - 
recover the wealth of his kingdoms; and al-. 
given to the church of England, and all tender- . 
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terities; for these ends, mary of the. above- 
mentioned most wicked. ahd dangerous prac- 
tices have been repeated, with the’ utmost in- 
dustry and inveteracy, te delude, disorder, and 
corrupt, the miads of his majesty’s good sub- 
jects; the most groundless jenlousies have 


been fomented against his wise and happy ad-— 


ministration ; and, in many. parts:of his king- 
doms, the most unnatural unexampled riots and 
tumults, by the secret and malicious endeavours 
of the said conspirators, haye been procured, 
stirred up, and encouraged against his’ peace- 
able Protestant subjects, under false pretences 
of zeal for the church of England, and thereby 
more effectually to delude his good subjects, 
and seduce them from their allbgiance: and 
prepare them for an open rebellion. ‘ | 


«‘ And the said conspirators, having at length. 


resolved to deprive these nations'of the inva- 
luable blessings which they now enjoy urder 
the wise and gentle reign of his ptesent most 
gracious majesty king George, and of the cer- 
tain prospect of happiness which they have for 
their posterity in a succession of princes de- 
rived from himself, did contrive, confederate, 
and resolve, to put their most malicious, wick- 
ed and traiterous designs, into immediate execu- 
tion ; for which purpose, James ear] of Derwent- 
water, William, lord Widdrington, William earl 
of Nithisdale, George, earl of Winton, Robert 
earl of Carnwath, William viscount Kenmure 
and William lord Naira, together with Thomas 
Forster jun. lord Charles Murray, Edward 
Howard, Thomas Errington, John Claverine, 
William Shaftoe, sir Francis Anderton,, Ralph 
Standish, Richard Townley, Themas Butler, 
Thomas Walton, Gabriel Hesket, Richard 


Gascoigne, and divers other .persons, as false . 


traitors to his present most sacred majesty 
king George, the only lawful and undoubted 
sovereign of these kingdoms, having withdrawn 
their allegiance-and cordial love, and true ‘and 
due obedience, which they as good and faithful 
subjects owed to his said majesty, did in or 


about the months of September, October, or 


November, 1715, most wickedly, maliciously, 
falsely ang traiterously, imagine and compass 
the death of .his said most sacred majesty. _ 

- “And, for the accomplishing and executing 
their said traiterous purpose, they the said 
James earl of Derwentwater, William lord 
Widdrington, William earl of Nithisdale, George 
ear] of Winton, Robert earl af Carnwath, 


William viscount Kenmure, and William lord 


Nairn, did, in about the said months or some 
of them, and at divers other trmes, and in di- 
vers places within this kingdom, wickedly and 
traiterously agree, confederate, conspire, and 
resolve, together with many other evil disposed 
persons, to raise, excite, and levy within the 
' counties of Tevidtdale, Northumberland, Cum- 
berland, and the county palatine of Lancaster, 
and elsewhere within this kingdom, a most 
cruel, bloody, and destructive war against his 
majesty, in order to depose and murder his 
sacred majesty, and to deprive him of his royal 
atate, crown, and digmity, —- me 
Von. VIL, 
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“ And the said James earl of Derwentwatery, 


William lord Widdrington, William garl of Ni--. 


-thisdale, George earl of Winton, ;Robert earl 


Carnwath, William viscount Kenmure, William 
lord Nairn, their accomplices and confederates, 
in or about the -months aforesaid, in the coun- 


.ties aforesaid, or some of them, did gather toge- 


= 


ther great numbers of. his. majesty’s. subjects, | 


and with them did assemble in a warlike and 
traiterous manner, in. order to raise tumult- 
and rebellion within this kingdom; and, hav- 


tion and warlike instruments, at the times and 
places, aforesaid, or some of them, did form 
and compose, or did assist in the forming. and 
composing an army of. men, consisting ef his 
majesty’s liege subjects, in order to wage war 
agninst his said majesty, for and in behalf and 
in favour of the said Pretender to the crown 
of these realms; and the said last mentioned 
conspirators, their accomplices and confede- 
rates, at the time.and times and places afore- 


said, and at divers other times and places withe 


in this kingdom, did maliciously and traiterously 
make, levy'and raise war and rebellion agamat 


his most sacred majesty ; and in a warlike and 


hostile manner, did march througn and invade 
several parts of thiskingdom, and did unlaw- 
fully take and'seize the horses and other the 


goods and chattels of many of the peaceable _. 


-and good subjects of his majesty; and in other 


places did take and seize from his majesty’s 


faithful subjects guns and other warlike instru- 
struments, for the carrying on their traiterous 
purposes; and the said last mentioned conspi- 


Ing procured great quantities of arms, ammuni- . 


rators, their complices and confederates, dur- — 


ing their march and invasion aforesaid, in open 
defiance of his most sacred majesty’s just and 
undoubted title to the imperial crown of these 
realms, did. wickedly and traiterously cause. 
and procure the said Pretender to be proclaim- 
ed in the most public and solemn manner, as 


king of these realms ;’ and, in several places in. 


the counties. aforesaid, or some of them, did 
unlawfally take and seize, from his majesty’s 
officers of the revenue, the public money, for 
the use and service of the said Pretender; and 
though many of the conspiraters are ayowed 
professors of the Popish religion, yet, the more 


effectually to cover and disguise their most — 


most wicked and. traiterous designs, and to de- 
laude her majesty’s subjects, they did prevail 
on and procure several men in holy orders, 
ministers of the church of England, and who had 
before that time abjured the said Pretender, to 


.dccompany,countenance and abet, the said mosf. 


traiterous enterprize ; and in several places in 
the counties aforesaid, where the said conspi- 
rators their complices and confederates then 
were, to pray for the said Pretender, in the 
public churches, as king of these realms, 

“That the said last mentioned conspi- 


rators, their accomplices and confederates, . 


did, in or about the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, or 
18th of November aforesaid, traiterously seize 


‘and possess themselves of the town of Preston 


in = County Palatine of Lancaster, againgt 


\ 
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his majesty; and did then and there, ina war- 
like and hostile manner, levy war, oppose, en- 
gage, and fight against, his majesty’s forces; 
and did then and there cause and procure a 
miserable and horrid slaughter and murder of 
many of his majesty’s faithful subjects. 

‘6 All which tréasons and crimes above men- 
tioned were contrived, committed, perpetrated, 
ected and done, by the said Jamesear! of Der- 
wentwater, William lord Widdrington, William 
earl of Nithisdale, George earl of Winton, Ro- 
bert earl of Carnwath, William viscount Ken- 
mure, William lord Nairn, and other the conspi- 
yators aforesaid, against our sovereign lord: the 

‘king, his crown and dignity, and contrary tq the 
daty of their allegiance, and against the laws'and 
statutes of this kingdom. 

“ Ofall which treasons and crimes, the knights, 
citizens and burgesses, in parliament assembled, 
do, in the name of themselves and of all the 

-Commons of Great Britain, impeach the said 
- James earl of Derwentwater, William Jord 
-Widdrington, William earl uf Nithisdale, George 
earl of Winton, Robert earl of Carnwath, Wil- 
ham viscount Kenmure, William lord Nairn, 
andevery ofthem. - 

‘‘ And the said Commons by protestation, 
saving to themselves the liberty of exhibiting 
at any time hereafter any other Accusations or 
‘Impeachments against the said James earl of 
Derwentwater, William lord Widdrington, Wil- 
liam earl of Nithisdale, George earl of Winton, 
Robert earl of Carnwath, William viscount 
‘Kenmure, and William Jord Nairn, or any of 
them; and also of replying to the Answers 
which the said James earl of Derwentwater, 
William lord Widdrington, William earl of 
Nithisdale, George earl of Winton, Robert 
earl of Carnwath, William viscount Kenmure, 
‘and William lord Nairn, or any of them, shall 
make tothe premises, or any of them, or to 


‘any impeachment or accusation that shall be | P 


by them exhibited, according tothe course and 
‘proceedings of parliament: and do pray that 
_ the said James earl of Derwentwater, William 

lord Widdrington, Wiliam earl of Nithisdale, 
George earl of Winton, Robert earl of Carnwath, 
William viscount Kenmure, and William lord 
Nairn, be put to answer all and every the 
premises ; aud that such proceedings, examina- 
tions, trials, aud judgments, may upon 
them, and every of them, had and used, as 
shall be agreeable to law and justice.” 


Which Articles being read :—The lord vis- 
- count Townshend acquainted the House, “That 
the said several lords impeached are already 
under commitment in his majesty’s Tower of 
London,” ) 


Then the, following Order was made :— 
“ Whereas the Commens assembled in parlia- 
- «ment, having this day exhibited to this House 

Articles of Impeachment of High Treason, 


against James earl fof Derwentwater, William | n 


lord Widdrington, William earl of Nithisdale, 
George earl of Winston, Robert earl of Carn- 
_ wath, William viscount Keamure, and William 


4 


Pd 


PARL. HISTORY, 2 Grorcs I. 2716.—= The Comuaons’ Address, 


at 


(244 
lord Nairn : It is ordered, by the Lords spiritual 
and temporal in parliament assembled, That the 
said earl of Derwentwater, lord Widdrington, 
earl of Nithisdale, earl of Winton, earl of Carn- 
wath, viscount Kenmure, and lord Nairn, be 
brought to the bar of thig House to-morrow, at 
one o'clock in the afternoon, to hear the said 
Articles read, and to abide such further order 
ne this House shall think fit to make concerning 
them. | 


January 10. ‘The Order being read, for 
bringing the said lords to the bar of this House, 
to hear the Articles of Impeachment of high 
treason, exhibited yesterday by the House of 
Commons, read unto them. They were aCe 
cordingly brought to the bar, by the gentleman 


Usher of the Black Rod; where they all kneeled, — 


until the Lord Chancellor directed them to rise. 

Then the said Articles of Impeachment 
were read unto them: after which, the Lord 
Chancellor asked them severally, ““ What they 
had to say thereunto? and, if they had an 
thing to request of the House, this was their 
proper time.” . 

Thereupon the earl of Derwentwater ase- 
quainted the House, ‘“ THe was unprepared, 
and very ignorant of the forms of their 
lordships judicature: and desired he might 
have a copy of the said Articles, and such. 
time to answer as the House should think fit ¢ 
and that counsel might be assigned to assist him.” 


And the other lords severally making the same - 


requests: they were directed to withdraw. 
And being accordingly withdrawn; the House 
took their requests into consideration. And 
the entry in the Journal of the 9th of April 
1679, in the case of the Five Popish Lords im- 
peached being read ; the House ordered, That 
the several Lords now impeached should be 
allowed copies of the said Articled of Im- 
eachment, and time till Saturday next to pot 
in their Answers thereunto; and that counsel 
should be assigned them, in order to assist 
them in preparing their Answers, and likewise 
in their defence in matters of law. 


The Commons? Address te the King respect 
ing the Rebellion.) January 10. The Com- 
mons agreed upon the following Address to his 
me tag 3 : 

‘6 Most Gracious Sovereign ; | 7 

‘6 We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 


subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in _ 


parliament assembled return your maj 
our unfeigned thanks for your most ea 
Speech from the throne. x indy 

‘‘ We beg leave most heartily to congratue 


late your majesty upon the success that has 


attended your arms; and, it is with the greatest 
satisfaction we obserye, that the officers and 
soldiers of the army have, by a brave and 
faithful discharge of their duty, deserved. your 
majesty’s approbation ; and that. the just and 

ecessary measures, taken for strengthening 
bal majesty’s hands, have had so good an 

ect 


. 


parts of the kingdom. 


Roar. | 


in preventing insyrrections in several . 


Pe 
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- 4 The wise and seasonable provision, which 
your majesty has made, be 
from abroad, for the safety of the nation; 
- yout goodness in giving all such estates as 
shall be ferfeited by this rebellion in ease of 
your people; and the tender regard and con- 
cera which you have been pleased to express 
for their sufferings; call for all the returns of 
duty, zeal, and affection, which faithful and 
oe subjects'can owe, or pay, to the best of 
sings. 

e This Rebellion, for which not the least 
colour of provocation has been given, as it 
ought very justly to be the object of your 
majesty’s contempt; so it raises in your truly 
loyal Commons the, highest resentment and 
indignution against those ungrateful, desperate 
rebels, whose pernicious principles, private 
- discontents and disappointments, have en- 
gaged them to involve their country ia blood 
and confusion. | 


“¢ We look with pity upon those unhappy 


deluded people, who, by false pretences, and 
‘malicious insinuations, have been betrayed 
into their own destruction: but we detest, and 
will do our utmost to confound, the devices of 
those, who professing an unlimited obedience, 
have stirred up a rebellion against your majes- 
ty; and uader the disguise of the danger of the 
church are endeavouring to introduce popery : 
and when we reflect, that nothing less than 
our holy religion, your majesty’s crown, and 
the liberties of our country, are concerned in 
the event of this wicked undertaking, we 
cannot but with astonishment observe the in- 
difference of some in this great and important 
guncture, 

“ But -your faithful Commons, with hearts 
full of a due sense of the invaluluable blessings 
which they enjoy under your majesty’s most 
auspicious government, offer their lives and 
fortunes in defence of your undoubted title to 
the crown, in support of. the protestant reli- 


gion, and in maintenance of the liberty.and | 


property of the-subject ; which, as they were 
wonderfally preserved tu us by your majesty’s 
happy accession to the throne, can only 
secured to posterity by the eye of Heaven 
watching over, and guarding, your 
person, and your royal family. 

“ And, that this nation may long continue to 
be a protestant aad free people, your most dutiful 
and loyal Commons do most: readily promise 
~ to grant such early and effectual supplies, as 
may enable your majesty to put an end to this 
unnatural rebellien ; to confound aad. extin- 


guish for ever all hopes of ‘the Pretender, his | 


open and secret abettors; and secure the 
future peace and tranquillity of your king- 
doms; being well assured, that your good 
people will think no burden grievous, that is 
mecessary for the preservation of all that is 
dear and valuable to them. ; 
“« Bat your majesty’s care and concern for 
the public welfare has not been confined 
to your own kingdoms; and however your 
‘enemies might flatter themselves, 


at bome, and. 


the most hap 


that 


these’ intestine commotions would lessen the 
influence of Great Britain in foreign parts, 
your Commuos.with admiration see, and with 
gratitude acknowledge, the effect of your 
wisdom, which has been able to syrmount 
these difficulties, in settling the barrier treaty 
for the Netherlands between the emperor aud 
the States General under your majesty’s gua- 
ranty; in having made so great a progress 
towards renewing all former alliances hetween 
Great Britain and the States General; and 
particularly in deliyering that -valuable branch 
of our commerce with Spain from those 


grievous impositions and hardships, to which 


it was subjected by the treachery of the late, 
mal-administration. . : 
“And as the same fatal and pernicious 
counsels have been the cause and. source of 
all the mischiefs and calamities that must 
attend this unvatural rebellion; and as your 
faithful Commons, desirous to testify. their 
zeal'and duty to your majesty, and their abbor- 
rence of this treasonable enterprize, have 
already. exerted themselves in  endeavo uring 
to bring to speedy and exemplary justice the 
open and declared instruments of this re- 
bellion; they think themselves obliged, in 
justice to their injured country, to continue in 
the most vigorous and impartial manner, to 
prosecute the authors of those evil and de- 
structive. counsels, which have drawn down 
these miseries on the nation.” 
The King’s Answer.| To the said Address 
his Majesty returned this Answer : oe 
“ Gentlemen ; oar 
- &T return you my hearty thaeks for the 
kind and warm assurances of loyalty contained 
in this Address, from which J promise myself 
Py consequences; since nothing 
can s0 effectually restore the peace and tran- 
quillity of the kingdom as the commendable 
zeal you have expressed upon this oecasion.” 


Tae Ear or STRAFFORD’S ANSWER TO THR 
ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST AIM.] 
January 17. The Lords sent a Message to the 
Commons-to acquaint them, that the Earl of 
Strafford had put in bis Answer to the Articles 
of Impeachment exhibited against him, (see 

. 144.) and commanded their Messengers to 
leave a copy thereof with them. The® said 
Answer is as fullows : 


The ANSWER of THOMAS Earl of STRAF- 
FORD, to the Articles exhibited by the 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, in Par- 
Hiament assembled, in the name of them- 
selves and of all the Commons of Great 
Britain, in. Maintenance of the Impeach- 
‘ment against him for High Crimes and 
Misdemeanors supposed to have been 
.by him committed. _ | 
“ The said Earl, saving to himself all advan- 
tages of exception to the said Articles, for the - 


_ 
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‘ancertainty and insufficiency thereof, and of 


not being prejudiced by any words or want of 
form in this his Answer ; and also saving to him- 
self all rights and privileges belonging to him 
as one of the peers of this realm ; in answer to 
the said Articles, admits tHat divers treaties and 
alliances were entered into, by the crown 


‘of Great Britain, with the several potentaces 


mentioned in the preamble to the said Articles ; 
but, fur more certainty as to the contents 
thereof, the said earl refers to the said treaties 
themselves ; and, with the utmost deference tu 
the memory of bis late royal master king Wil- 
liam the Third, doth acknowledge the great 
wisdom of that glorious prince, who, by the 
grand alliance, formed a noble design of set- 
tling a due balance of power in Europe; but 
humbly begs leave to observe, thatthe attront 
offered by France, in acknowledging the Pre- 
tender kirg of Great Britain, though justly 
mentioned by her late majesty queen Anne, of 
ever blessed memory, as one cause of the’ war 
which, in May 1702, was by her declared 
against France and Spaia, could not be any 
inducement to the forming the grand alliance, 
as is suggested in the preamble to the said 
Articles, being subsequent to it, as most evi- 
dently appears ; inasmuch as that alliance was 
not only formed, but concluded and signed, at 
the Hague, during the life time of the late 
king James the Second, and the said earl ad- 
mits, that the emperor and the States Gene- 
ral did also about May 1702, declare war 
against France and Spain: and that other 
kings, princes, and states of Europe, soon 
after became parties to the said confederate 
war ; which having been carried on fur many 
years at a vast expence of blood and treasure, 
her said late majesty, out of her tender regard 
for the good of her people, and froma sincere 
and real design to prevent the further effusion 
of blood, and to ease her subjects from the 
heavy burden of taxes which they had so long 
endured, did hearken to overtures of peace 
from France, after former negotiations had been 
rendered fruitless ; and give instructions to the 
then lord privy seal, now bisbop of London, 
and him the said earl, to treat thereof at 
Utrecht, in conjunction with the ministers of 
her allies, in order to bring tbe same to an 
happy conclusion ; and among such instruc- 
tions several clauses were interspersed, to the 
effect in the said preamble set forth ; but, for 
more certainty, refers to his original instruc- 


tions; which, together with all his other: 


papers relating to his negotiations in the Low 
Countries, were taken from him in the begin- 
ning of January last, and he supposes may 
continue in the hands of one of his majesty’s 
principal secretaries of state: But the said 


earl is totally ignorant of any treacherous cor- 
respondence with the emissaries of France, or’ 
of any private or destructive negotiation of: 


peace, set on foot with intent to weaken or 
dissolve the confederacy between her said late 


majesty and her allies. 


“And for particular answer .to’ the several 


matters wherewith he stands charged in the 
First Article; the said earl saith, That having 
been employed by his late majesty king Wal- 
iam in the army during his whole reign, and 
likewise in his court for several years next be- 
fore his death ; and baving also had the honour 
to be sent as his majesty’s minister to the king 
of Prussia; he was so happy as to reconcile 
some differences which had lately arisen be- 
tween those two princes, and upon his return 
received his royal master’s approbation. Her 
late majesty queen Anne, soon after her ac- 
cession to the throne, was pleased to command 
him to leave his post in the army, and to go . 
again to the said court of Prussia, in the year 
1702, where he had the character of her am—- 
bassador extraordinary, and continued in thas 
quality till April 1711, at which time her 
majesty thought fit to appoint him her ambas~ 
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the 
States General; and in June following her 
majesty was pleased to honour him with the 
title of one cf her privy council; and about 
December in the same year to appoint him one 
of her plenipotentiaries to treat at Utrecht, 
with the ministers of France, of a general 
peace. Add the said earl thought it hisduty not 
to scruple any danger or pains for her service, 
believing his zeal therein was the best evidence 
he could give of his hearty affection to his 
country; and he constantly did, with the ut- 
most sincerity, endeavuur, according to his 
abilities, to pursue the true ends of bis come 
mission and powers, to promote the honour and 
safety of her majesty and her kingdoms, to 
answer the engagements she was under to her 
allies, and te secure the common liberties of 
Europe : But he must with the utmost detes- 
tation and abhorrence, deny that he was in 
the least devoted to the interest or service of 
the French king: or that he ever acted im de~ - 
fiance of any of the suid treaties, or of the ad- 
vice of parliament, or of any declarations of 
her majesty from the throne, or of her assu- 
rances to the States General to act in concert 
with them, in making peace ag in making war, 
or of her instructions to bim under her sign 
manual. The said earl admits, that, as 

was & privy couusellor, it was his daty traly to 
have advised her majesty in all matters treated 
of in council whilst he was present; and, had 
any thing so treated ofappeured to him to have 
been to the dishonour of her majesty, or to the 
prejudice of her people, the said earl would 
not have been wanting to advise against, and 
with all humility to oppose the same; but, as 
he was her majesty’s ambassador and plenipo-~ . 
tentiary, he fouked upon himself as a,ministe- 
rial officer, whose duty it was to pursue such 
instructions as he should from time to time re- 
ceive ; and since he could not doubt but that 
all orders sent bim by her majesty’s directions 
had been first maturely weighed and digested, 
he humbly apprehends your lordsbips wall think 
itjhad been too greata presumption in him to 
advise against or oppose such orders, which 
carried not in themselves any apparent ilega- 


e - ~ 


’ 
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lity, when he knew: not the springs or rensons 
of them ; and which therefore it became him 
to believe well warranted, and to have pro- 
ceeded from just and proper grounds and 
motives. And the said earl saith, be was so 
far from advising or exborting that any private, 
separate, dishonourable, or destructive . nego- 
tiation of peace, should: be continued and car- 
ried on between the ministers of Great Britain 
and France, without communication thereof 
to her majesty’s allies according to their trea- 
ties, or from being instrumental in promoting 
any such negotiation as in the said Article is 
charged, that he did not know, or believe, that 
any such negoiiation was entered into. And, 
for a plain relation of the said earl’s proceed- 
ing in this affair, he saith, that, about May 
1711, being then ber majesty’s ambassador 
and plenipotentiary to the States General,.he 
received, from one-of her principal secretaries 


of state, a paper, supposed to be signed by M.. 


de Torcy, containing some proposals for setting 
oo foot a negotiation of peace, with orders to 
communicate the same to the Pensionary of 
Holland, that his sentiments might be known 
thereupon: and to assure that minister, and 
others of that republic, ‘That the queen was 
‘ resolved, in making peace as in making war, to 
“actin concert witb the States ;* In pursuance 
of which orders, he the’said earl did immedi- 
ately communicate the said proposals to the 
Pensionary, and unto two others of the States 
General, who had formerly been employed in 
the negotiations at Gertruydenberg, and whom 
the Pensionary thought the most proper to be 
entrusted with that matter: And they, having 
considered the said proposals,<did pray’ the 
said earl to return her majesty thanks, in the 
name of the States, for her confidence in 
them ; declared themselves weary of the war, 
and ready to join in any measures her majesty 
should think proper for obtaining a good peace, 
and that they hoped her majesty would bring 
the French to explain more particularly the 
several points contained in the abovemention- 
ed proposals. Of this, the said earl sent an 
account to her majesty’s secretary of state, 
and soon after received her commands to repair 
to England ; and on his arrival here acquainted 
her majesty with bis proceedings at the Hague : 
But being, by her gracious permission, allowed 
te follow some private affairs of his own, he 
was often in the country, and so much engaged 
that he-did not know of any of the transactions 
with M. Mesnager, or what was done in rela- 
tien to the explications the States had desired 
her majesty to procure from France, upon the 
points of M. Torcy’s proposal ; till in October 
following, he received instructions, dated the 
first of ‘that month, whereby be was required 
to retura te Holland, and to communicate ‘to 
the States some ropositions, which had been 
signed by the said M. Mesnagerthe 27th day of 

‘ ptember before, as a foundation for opening 
hee conferences of peace with France : which 
ie SUpposes to be the instructions intended by 
"Mose Mentioned in the preamble to the Articles. 


as dated the 21st. day.of October, none of that ae 


date appearing amongst the copies of his own 
papers he has been permitted tq take : But the 
said earl‘ never saw M. Mesnager, till he meg 
him at Utrecht in January 1711-12 ; nor during 
all the time ofthe said ministers stay in England 
was in the least privyto, or made acquainted 
with, any transaction between him and any. 
of the queen’s minister’s. The said earl bav- 
ing received his said instructions, took bis 
journey for Holland; and, on his arrival 
there in. pursuance thereof, imparted to the’ 
States General the said propositions, and what 
bad been communicated to him concerning 


| any transactions between Great Britain and 


France, and at the same time, in farther pur- 
suance of his said instructions, declared te 
them, ‘ That if they did not think those propoe 
‘ sitions a sufficient ground to open the confe- 
‘ rences, but were desirous to carry on the-war, 
‘her majesty was willing to concur with thems; 
‘ but could no longer bear that disproportiona- 
© ble burthen which had been yearly increased 
‘ on her subjects, nor that deficiency her allies 
‘ had been guilty of in every part of the wars; 
‘ and that therefore it was incumbent on them, 
‘if the war continued, to furnish: such quotas 
‘ of ships and forces for the future, as they had 
“to that time been wanting in; That this was 
‘ what her majesty thought she might justly in- 
‘sist on: That they should comply with ber, in 
‘war or in peace: since, in the former, she re- 
¢ quired nothing but what belonged to them to 
‘ perform, and what was necessary to the suc» 
¢ cess of their'arms ; and since, in the latter, 
‘ she had done, and would continue to do, what 
‘ was in her power towards obtaining such a 
‘ peace as might be to the satisfaction of her 
‘allies.’ Soon after this, the States General 
sent M. Buys to England, as their plenipoten- 
tiary, to confer with her late majesty’s' mini- 
ters, and inform himself of the circumstances 
of affairs, and make report thereof to his mas- 
ters; who having continued here some time, 
and transmitted to Holland an account of the 
posture of affairs, the States General consented 
to open the conferences for peace, and to it- 
vite the other allies to send their ministers to 
Utrecht, the place agreed on for that purpose ; 
and, in order thereunto, granted "passports for 
the French ministers to repair thither: And 
the said earl is informed, that amongst other 
transactions by ‘the’ said M. Bays whilst in 
England, Ke signéd a treaty with her late ma- 
jesty’s ministers who ‘were etnpowered for that 
purpose, dated, ‘the 18th day of December 
1711, 0.8. for the carrying on the war and 
the negotiations of peace, according to the 
mutual engagements of former treaties between 
England and Holldnd:-which treaty was'ratified | 
by her said late majesty the day after it was 
signed, and was sent-to Holland by the then 
lord privy seals but the States General, though 
their ministers were’ often ‘called -upon, never 
ratified the samé.' Aiid'the snid earl admits, 
that the said lord privy seal--and himself were 
appointed to be her majesty’s plenipotentiaries 


“ 
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“ at the said Congress at Utrecht; and he: can 
with great truth affirm, that he acted, on all 
occasions, with the bighest and most disinte- 
' vested zeal, for procuring a general peace, for 
the mutual advantage of her majesty’s subjects 
and allies, in pursuance of the powers and in- 
structions received for that purpose; and is 
firmly persuaded his colleague did the same. 
The said earl saith, that every one of the con- 
federates had their ministers at Utrecht who 
all agreed in the method and manner. of pro- 
. ceeding in the said negotiations and had fre- 
quent meetings and conferences to that end 
_ among themselves, in order to lay down a gene- 
ral scheme for their conduct; and, for the 
better concerting these measures, it was 
thought fit to have two conferences a week 
with all the allies; two with the Dutch apart, 
and two of ail the allies with the French; and 
in those with the Dytch and the other allies, 
"what was to be propused, on the part of the 
allies, to the French, was always previous! 
settled. In the first geueral conference zich 
the French ministers, they offered either to 
ptoceed to the explanation of the general 
points signed by M. Mesnager (which they 
acknowledged were binding only to France, 
aud nét to the allies), or that each of the 
allies should make their demands. On de 
‘liberation, it was insisted by the allies, That 
the French should first give in a specific plan 
of the offers of the king their master to all and 
each of the allies; and the French complied to 
give in -such specific plan, in case the allies 
would promise to return an answer thereunto 
containing their several demands: and accord- 
ingly the French ministers did give in such 
Hae in writing ; and the allies, in answer, de- 
ivered in their demands also, in writing. The 
French having thus given in their concessions io 
writing, and received the demands of the alliesin 
like manner, thought fit to propose the entering 
into debate upon the several propositions mu- 
tually delivered in agreeably to the course of pro- 
ceeding in former treaties: But though some 
of the allies thought there was no necessity of 
insisting very-much on any further written an- 
swer, yet others pressed it more vehemently ; 
to which the French replied, ‘ That, both sides 
‘ having already explained themselves in writ- 
“ ing, it was agreeable to the method of all ne- 
. £ goiiations, to proceed to debate matters ; and, 
“ in such debates, specific answers to each de- 
« mand of the allies would occur.’ And all the 
allies agreed in this principle, ‘ That the -me- 
. £ thod.most expeditious and safe, whether by 
“writing. or otherwise, was fittest to be: fol- 
4 lowed.’ oe 7 
- * Thus having given your lordshipsa short 
‘marratica of the proceedings which might ren- 
’ der his Answer to the several particulars charged 
in t'is Article more intelligible: As to that 
part which mentions his. frequently. concerting 
private and separate measures with the minis- 
ters of France; the said earl doth acknowledge, 


that, when the settling any particular interest of. 


Great Britain might require it, he and his col- 


i 


league might confer with the ministers of France, 
in the same manner as the ministers of each 


of the allies conferred separately with those of 


France, touching their respective patticular in- 
terests: And the said earl apprebends they 
were justified therein, by their express. orders 
from England for that purpose. Aud some- 
times the said bishop and earl had separate 
conterences with the ministers of France at 
the request, and on the behalf, of one or other 
of the allies, whose regard to ber majesty made 
them often desire the interposition of he mie 
nisters, to support their several pretensions ; 
wherein the zeal and sincere endeavours of the 
said bishop and earl for the intezest of the al- 
lies always appeared, to the satisfaction of 
those on whose behalf they acted: But he de- 
nies that he did concert any private or separate 
measures with the ministers of France, in order 
to impose upon or deceive her majesty’s sub- 
jects or allies, or tending to their prejudice or 
detriment. And as to that part which charges 
him with commending the prudence of the 
French ministers, in refusing to answer in writ- 
ing ; the said earl saith, that after the written 

propositions and demands on each side bad 

been delivered in, he took it tolbe a matter in 
its own nature indifferent, whether there should 

be any further transaction thereupon in writ- 
ing, or not; and whether it were better to pro- 
ceed by way of writing, or by conference, to 
adjust and settlethe terms of peace, upon the 

respective offers and demands which had been 

se given in. There was variety of opinions ; 

Many of the ministers of the allies declared it 

to be the most usual and expeditious method 

to proceed by way of conference, which they 

thought gave better opportunities of consider- 

ing and explaining matters ; there being usually 

seen'a greater stiffness and obstinacy in main- 

taining what is once put down in writing, which 

oftentimes renders negotiation tedious, and 

sometimes clogs them with insuperable diffical- 

ties; and there seemed to be just grounds for 

suspicion, that some, who were most pressing 

for the method of writing, might have those 

ends in their view, which it became her ma< 

jesty’s plenipotentiaries, as far as they could, to 

obviate and prevent. If therefore, the said 

earl inclined in his private opinion, to the sen- 

timents of those ‘who thought the way of con- 
ference more expeditious and equally safe (ad- 

mitting he had been mistaken therein), he hopes 
it will not be imputed to him as a crime: Mach 

less can he apprehend your lordships will es- 

teem it any evidence of his encouraging the 

enemy in any fallacieus or unjustifiable manner 

of proceedings, if, ina letter from the H 

to a minister of the queen, before this matter. 
had been fully considered, he intimated the. 


thoughts he-then entertained of it; - since he 


takes it to be very proper for a public minister 
abroad, in his correspondence with the more 
immediate servants of the crown at home, to 


-give minute and particular accounts of all oc- 


currences and discourses, to lay open ‘his 
thoughts, to suggest the first motions and gus- 
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picions that arise in bis mind, and to descant 
vpon things without reserve, in order ty re- 
ceive more plain, full, and express informations 
ead directions for his better proceeding: And 
the said earl believes it will appear, that, if, in 
any letter he intimated his thoughts upon that 
subject, he did not give any positive judgment, 
bat suspended bis opinion therein till he should 
have opportunity of- further. considering it: 
- Aod he saith, that, when afterwards the matter 
came to be more maturely debated,among the 
ministers of the allies, upon his return to 
Utrecht, he.did join in pressing the ministers of 
France to give .a further answer in writing. 
And as to that part which chargeth the said 


earl with suggesting methods for France to 


make use of, to create dissentions among the 
allies, and procure separate negotiations be- 
tween each of the allies and France; he saith, 
that it was generally thought most proper, that 
the respective demands of the allies, which 
were sometimes clashing and contradictory to 
each other, should be considered apart, and 
mot at general conferences with the French; 
which seemed the more requisite, since no 
prince or state had undertaken the part of a 
mediator to reconcile the differences which 
might happen to urise among them, as has been 
usual in former treaties. If, therefore, in a 
letter to a minister of the queen, from the con- 
sideration of the possibility that some might be 
for the contrary method, he intimated that the 
inconvenience of such a method would best 
appear by beginning in the congress, to argue 


2 


on some demand of one of the allies, which 


would probably induce such ally tn pro the 
debating separately; he hopes this can never 
be construed ‘ the suggesting a method for 
‘ France to make use of, to create dissentions 
{“ among the allies,’ or which could have any 
tendency to dissolve the confederacy ; it seem- 
ing rather, to bim, a likely means to prevent 
any such unhappy consequence: Sure he is, 
that he sincerely laboured to prevent it; and, 
for that end, employed his utmost endeavours 
to obviate and discourage any fallacious or‘un- 
justifiable manner of transacting the negotiation 
of peace, -And hedenies that he did at any 
time sugvest any method whatsoever, for France 
to make use of, to create dissentions among 
the allies or separate negotiations between any 
ef the allies and France, thersby to dissolve 
the confederacy ; and as he constantly opposed 
what he apprehended or suspected to. have any 
such tendency, so he never failed to support, in 
the best manner he could, her majesty’s allies 
in their demands against France; and denies 
that, in the course of the negotiation, he was 
‘guilty of any treacherous proceeding, or of any 
practices whatsoever, whereby he could pros- 
titute the honour of the queen or the imperial 
crown of these realms: oc whereby he-did vio- 
date Lis powers or instructions, the treaties her 
Majesty stood engaged in to her allies, or any 
assurances he had given them by her order, or 
an her name; or whereby the design of the 
confederacy, or the support expected from. it, 


were rendered useless; or the affairs of E 
rope given up into the hands.ef France. 


“ In answer to the Second Article; the said 
earl saith, be always thought an union and good 
correspondence between her late majesty and 
the illustrious house of Hanover.of the utmost 
importance, and therefore used his best endea- 
vours to continue and improve it; and never 
had the Jeast design to create or widen any dif- 
ferences or misunderstandings between them. - 
He acknowledges, that the Parliament, with 
great wisdom, provided laws for preserving the 
Protestant religion, establishing the Protestant 
succession, and laying the obligation of an oath 
on the subjects of these realms to maintain the 
same ; anc the said earl humbly hopes, that he, ia 
bis station, hath never been waiting in bis faith-. 
ful endeavours for the security thereof: and, to 
his great honour,he hath frequently receivedfrom 
her late electoral highness the princess Sophia, 
end from his present majesty, their approbation 
of his zeal for their service: and he does with 
great pleasure and satisfaction reflect,on the 
happy success of his endeavours in the late - 
treaty of peace at Utrecht, by which France 
and Spain were brought to acknowledge our 
present sovereign’s right of succession “to the 
Imperial crown of these realins, and to engage 
never to oppose or disturb the same directly or 
indirectly ; whereby his majesty bad a peace- 
able accession to the throne, and the benefit of — 
the several] laws made in support of the said 
succession will more securely be transmitted (o 
posterity. The said earl denies that he, by false 
representations, or by any reflections upon his 
majesty, when elector of Hanover, in any letter 
to the late queen’s ministers or otherwise, did 
endeavour to alienate her majesty’s affections 
from his electoral highness: and saith, that to 
such a general charge it is impossible to make 
any particular answer or defence ; but the said 
earl is firmly persuaded, there is not any ex- 
pression, in any letter by him wrote, that car- 
ries the appearance of any such false represen- 
tation or reflection; sucb expressions being as 
remote from his heart and intentions, as t 
are inconsistent with that respect to the illustri- 
ous house of Hanover, which, by the. whole 
tenor of his actions, be hath endeavoured to de- 
monstrate. And therefore the said earl hath 
that assurance of your lordship’s justice, as to 
believe that no doubtful words or passhges con- 
tained in any of bis letters, no accounts or cen- 
sures (if any such there be) of what was said or 
done by any minister or servant of his electoral 
highness, inconsistent, as he spprenencet with 
that deference which ought to have been paid to 
her late majesty, will be taken by your lord-. 
ships as an evidence of any design to alie- 
nate her late .majesty’s affections from his 
then. electural highness,. or to create oF 
widen any differences or misunderstandings be- 
tween them, with which the said earl is charged 
in the said Article. And.as to the particular 
reflection, supposed to ‘have been made by the. 
said earl, in his Jetter of the 17th day of July 
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1712, on his then electoral highness; the said : 


earl humbly hopes that your lordships will not 
interpret any expression in that letter to have 
been meant of his electoral highness, who is not 
30 much as once named throughout the same, 
and whom the said earl hath never mentioned, 
in any letter whatsoever, without the highest 
t and veneration ; but that your lordships 
‘will rather understand it, as it was meant, with 
respect to the general of the Hanover troops, 
whose conduct, the said earl owns, he hath ex- 
pressed himself, as well in that as in some pre- 
ceding dispatches, not to have been intirely 
satished with: how far he was right in his opi- 
nion, he submits to your lordships wise deter- 
mination ; but humbly hopes, that no represen- 
tation thereof by him made, however he may be 
thought to have been mistaken therein, pro- 
ceeding only from a sincere zeal for the honour 
of his royal mistress and the interest of his 
country, can be judged criminal. And. the said 
earl saith, that the late queen was so far frem 
_ being prevailed on, by his advice, to make a 
cessation of arms with France, without concert 
_ with his electoral highness, or ayainst the con- 
sent or representations of any of the allies, that 
he can and doth with trath affirm, that her ma- 
jesty’s resolutions, concerning the said cessa- 
tion, were not taken upon his advice, or with 
his privity. The said earl doth admit, that, 
about June or July 1712, he was sent to the 
araiy, by her majesty’s command, with particu- 
lar instructions touching the said cessation; and 
chat, in pursuance of his said instructions, he 
discoursed several of the generals of the allies, 
particularly Monsieur Buleau; and that he 
might, in such discourse, on the 16th day of 
July 1712, affirm, as he then thought, ‘ that her 
‘ majesty had made no truce with France ;’ and 
the said earl was then of that opinion; the ar- 
ticles demanded by ber majesty for a cessation 
of arms, as the conditions without which no 
cessation was to be made, not having at that 
time, to his knowledge or belief, been perform- 
od by France. . And the said earl can assuredly 
say, that he doth not remember he hath, at any 
time, knowingly, affirmed to the ministers of his 
suid electoral highness, or any other of the allies, 
any untruths, or any thing contrary to the in- 
tentions or interest of the late queen, thereby 
td deceive or impose upon his electoral high- 
ness, or any of her majesty’s allies: and appre- 
hends that he hath not, in any of his negotia- 
tions or proceedings, prostituted or dishonoured 
the character he was invested with; or done 
any thing tending to dissolve the mutual. confi- 
dence and ne understanding between her late 
‘Brajesty and the illustrious house of Hanover. 


‘¢ In answer to the Third Article; the said 
earl denies any pernicious negotiations of peace 
to have been carried on by bim with the minis- 
ters of France ; and saith, that, in the paper 
meritioned in his instructions. to be signed by 
M. Mestiager, and delivered to him, together 
with his said instructions, on or about the 1st 
day of October 1711, it is said, « the French 
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‘ king will acknowledge the queen of Great Bri- 
‘tain in that quality, as also the succession to 
‘ that crown according to the present establish- 
‘“ment;’ and in the specific explanation of the 
offers of France, delivered the 11th of February 


-following, itis said, ‘ the king will acknowledge, 


‘at the signing of the peace, the queen of 
‘ Great Britain in that quality, as well as the 
* succession to the crown according to the pre- 
“sent establishment, and in a manner most 
‘ agreeable, to her Britannic majesty :’ but the 
said earl denies he ever heard that the French 
king proposed such acknowledgment should not 
be before the signing of the peace ; nor doth he 
conceive how the proposal (before the entering 
into the negotiations of peace) indefinitely to 
acknowkedge the queen and the subsequent 
concession to do so at the signing of the peace 
in what maoner ber Britanoic majesty should 
please, doth necessarily infer that he would not 
do it sooner ; nor are there, in any of the pro- 
positions from the French king, any negative 


words, that he would not do it sooner, as in-~ 


timated in this Article: and the said earl ap- 
prehends, that, in fact, he did it sooner ; for, 
when the Sieur Mesnager came into England, 
the said earl is informed, he brought with him 
a credential letter from the French king, where- 
in her majesty was styled and acknowledged 
queen of Great Britain: and, ia the very first 
offers and general conferences at Utrecht, the 
French ministers named her Britannic majesty 


in such direct manner, that the ministers of the - 


allies took it for a plain and sufficient agnition:; 
and the French ministers understood it in the 
saine manner, who continued to name her ma 
Jesty as queen, without reserve, in their dis-~ 
course and letters to her majesty’s plenipeten- 
tiaries: and although the said specific explana- 
tion may, in some part of it, seem to refer to a 
future agnition, to prevent the imperial and 


othcr ministers of the allies from insisting hke- 


wise on a present acknowledgement of the titles 


of their masters, which might probably have . 


put a stop to the negotiation; yet, the said eerl 
conceives, the agnition of the queen was not 
thereby the less manifest; and is humbly of opi- 
nion, that ber majesty was treated with distin~ 
guishing marks of respect, inasmuch as those 
titles were given ,her, throughout the whole 
course of the negotiation, which had not been 
allowed on the like occasions to other princes 
till the conclusion of peace. It is well-known, 
the title of his late majesty king William was 
not acknowledged at Ryswick, tll that peace 
was signed ; nor.was the emperor's or the king 
of Prussia’s owned, during the late negotiations, 
till che concluding their respective treaties of 
peace. 
instructions to iusist upon a more formal ac- 
knowledgement ; he hopes he cannot be charg- 
ed with any want of duty to her majesty, or want 
of zeal for the Protestant succession, in not ad- 
vising her majesty against treating with France, 
upon the terms on which she entered into 
the negotiation at Utrecht. The said earl be- 
lieves the House of Lords, conceiving the French 


When, therefore, the said earl had no ~ 
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king had proposed to acknowledge her majesty’s 
title to these realms no sooner than when the 
peace should be signed, did, by their address of 
the 15th day of February 1711, with a com- 
mendable zeal, represent to her late majesty 
_ their just indignation at such dishonoarable 
treatment, and express their resentment‘at such 
terms of peace offeréd to her majesty and her 
allies by thé plenipotentiaries of France; and 
_it was agreeable tb the duty and affection that 
august assembly always demonstrated towards 
that excellent princess, to be touched with the 
least appearance or apprehension of disrespeot 
to her sacred person: and her majesty, being 
sensible that their address proceeded from those 
motives, was pleased to return them her hearty 
thanks, for the zeal they expressed for her ho- 
noor. And the said earl admits, that, in a let- 
tet from thé secretary of state to the then lord 
privy seal and hingelf, mention was made of 
the said address; and thereupon they gave an 
account of the steps by them taken on this sub- 
ject, to the following effect: that, the day after 
the receipt of that letter, the French plenipo- 


tentiaries ‘were told, ‘that, the deferring to |} 


< make a formal agnition of the queen at first 
“having had all the effect intended, it would be 
6. a then to do it more formally, for reasons 
£ with which it was needless to acquaint them ; 
“ otherwise it would be necessary to insert it in 
‘the British demands:’ that they made no 
other difficulty in it but this, ‘ that, having re- 
‘ ported to their court how that matter had 
* passed, they ought, in decency, to-give an ac- 
“© count of what was then desired; and said, 
‘ they doubted not in ten or twelve days to give 
‘ intire satisfaction therein :’ bat, being pressed 
to do something immediately, they agreed, 
* that, if her majesty's plenipotentiaries would 
“ write to them, they would give an answer, 
“ whereby the queen should be directly acknow- 
‘ ledged :’ which was accordingly done; and 
the said earl believes, that a copy thereof might 
be transmitted to England, but not the original : 
and denies that, to his knowledge, it was a col- 
lusive letter; or that there was any agreement 
between the British and French ministers, not 
to make use of it at Utrecht, or not to have it 
taken as an ackaowledgement by France of the 
queen’s title to*the crown; or that the copy of 
it was transmitted with design to deceive or im- 
Tc upon the queen or parliament; nor doth 
e know, or believe, it was'made use of for any 
such purpose; but he takes it to have been an 
. actual acknowledgment of the queen’s title by 
France, and a further evidence that such agni- 
tion was not deferred till the signing of the 
peace, though it was intended to be then made 
in a more solemn manner. "And the said earl 
believes the honourable House of Peers, for 
whose judgment he ever had the highest venera- 
tion and regard, were satisfied in this point ; 
since, by their address of the 10th of June fol- 
lowing, after ai had been acquainted, by her 
majesty’s speech from the throne, with the 
terms on which a general peace might be had, 
they thought fit to thank ber majesty for her 
Vor, VII. | 
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condescension therein, and did express their res 
ltance on her wisdom to finish that great and 
good work ; as the House of Commons also did, 
by their address to her majesty, about the same 
time. And the said earl is well assuted, he was 
not wanting in his zeal and. regard for the secu- 
rity of the Protestant suctessidn: on which 
head the British plenipotentiaries, at the 
very first general conference with the French 
ministers at Utrecht, pressed their explana- 
tion ;' and they agreed thereunto: arid, when 
the allies delivered their respective demands, 
the queen’s ministers, on their part, in« 
sisted in such manner on what related to the 
seraty of that succession, that the princess 
Sophia wae. pleased to honour them with a Jet- 
ter of thanks, and to acknowledge their care of 
the interest of her family: nor were they less 
careful, at the conclusion of the treaty, to settle 


‘ that important. point with the utmost exactness, 


to the satisfaction of the queen, the court of . 
Hanover, and beth houses of parliament ; and 
the articles for that purpose were not only con 
ceived in stronger terms than had been made 
use of at Ryswick, for acknowledging the then 
settlement of the crown; but, before they were 
inserted in the treaty, were communicated to 
the minister of the elector, and had his appro- 
bation; and the manner of that transaction 
seems sufficiently justified, from the happy ef- 
fects. The said earl absolutely denies, that he 
did ever concert or agree with the ministers of 
France, that any proposals mentioned in the | 
said Article, or any other proposals whatsoever, ~ 
shoold be the conditions whereon France 
sheuld treat of peace with Great Britain: nor 
doth he know that the queen, the parliament, 
or the nation, were in any respect abused, or 
drawn into destructive measures: or that any 
step was taken, on this occasion, whereby disho-~ 
nour could accrue to her majesty or these king 
doms, or any danger to the Protestant succession. 


«In answer to the Fourth Article ;-the said 
earl saith, That the bishop of Bristol and him- 
self, being appointed her majesty’s plenipoten- 
tiaries, did, soon after their arrival at Utrecht, 
pursuant to their ‘instructions, begin by con- 
certing with the ministers of the allies, in what 
manner it was most proper to open the con- 
ferences, ané what method was to be observed 
in the progress‘of the treaty; and ifit had been 
thought properto begin with the dispesition of 
the Spanish monarchy, the said earl wag ready 
to have insisted'as the said instructions directed 
him to do in that case; but, upon-such con- 
cert, it was thought most adviseable, and so 
agreed by all the ministers of the allies, that 
each of them should, by a separate instrument 
make their respective demands, with a general 
clause te support each other’s just and reason- 
able pretensions ; and this was looked upon as 
the most proper method, and necessary” to 
avoid that confusion which would otherwise 
ensue from the contrariety of the demands of 


the several allies; it being then known that 


many of them did and would insist to have the 
S 
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same thing for themselves, in opposition to 
each other. The Imperial ministers, as well as 
the rest, acquiesced in that method; and ata 
following conference, it was further desired, that 
there should be added to such general clause 
the words in ‘ conformity to their alliances,’ 
with which the said bishop and earl, as well as 
the rest, most readily complied: and these 


_ words were accordingly added to the general 


“pot suffer it to be otherwise : 
' morning, to give content to the Imperialists, 


clause in each of the allies demands, which 
seemed to give a general satisfaction ; and there 
waf nothing further at that time, insisted on. 

n consequence of this agreement, it was the 
general expectation, that the demand relating 
to Spain and the West Indies should be par- 
ticularly inserted only in the instrument to be 

iven in by the Imperial ministers: but there 
having been a day long before fixed for de- 


livering in to the French all the demands of the 


allies ; the Imperialists, the very night preceding 
at a conference, proposed, ‘ That all the allies 
‘should mention Spain and the West Indies 
‘likewise in their several demands.’ This 
caused a general. surprise, and none but the 
ministers of Portugal concurred with them; 
those of the States in particular declared, ‘ The 
¢ said dominiuns ought to be demanded hy them 
‘whom it did immediately concern; and that 
¢ the method things had been put into, could 
but thé next 


they yielded to make a» verbal declaration 
among the allies, ‘ That they were resolved to 
‘ make good all their treaties un occasion of 
‘this war, as well those that related to Spain 
¢ as those made with Portugal, Prussia, Savoy, 
‘ and others.’ 
to give the like satisfaction, declared publicly 
‘at the conferences the same day, ‘ That as her 
‘ majesty insisted for a just and reasonable sa- 
‘ tisfaction for all ber allies, in conformity to 
“all her alliances, those that might concern 
‘ Spain and the Indies were understood there- 
‘ by, as well as others that concerned the in- 
‘ terest of the rest of the allies ;’ wherewith 
the Austrian and Portugal ministers seemed 
satished; nor-did they request any thing 
further from the said bishop and earl on that 
head. And therefore he humbly appre- 
hends, that, in the negotiation, he neither de- 
clined to insist that Spain and the West Indies 
should not be allotted to the House of Bourbon 
as far as his instructions directing him to act 
in concert with the rest of the allies, required, 


* nor refused to join with the Imperial and Por- 


tugal ministers, or either of them, to strengthen 
that demand in sach manner as was proper, 
but inthis, and all other matters, he pursued 
with constancy the orders he from time to time 
received from her majesty, as the nature and 


.. circumstances of things would give leave; and 


in case her late majesty foand it impracticable 
‘to persist in ber first designs of gaining Spain 


and the West Indies from the House of Bour- 


bon, and thought other expedients for prevent- 
Ing the union of the two monarchies of Spain 


. end France, might as well answer the ends of 


‘ 


The British plenipotentiaries, 


her several alliances, and did thereupon enter 
into measures for obtaining a general peace 
in which her allies concurred; the sai 
hopes, that his conforming himself to the mea- 
sures not only prescribed by her majesty, whose 
minister hé was, and whom it was his duty to 
obey, but also approved by both Houses of 
Parliament, will uot be esteemed an acting ia 
defiance of the treaties. between her majesty 
and her allies, in contempt of the advice or 
opinion of parliament, or in violation of his in- 
structions: and he cannot entertain such diffi- 
dence of your lordships justice and goodness 
as to suspect that his actions, which proceeded 
from a principle of obedience to his sovereign, 
‘and zeal for th 

demned as 
the said earl denies that, by any of his practices 

any jealousies or discords were created between 

her majesty and ber allieg the mutual con- 

fidence between them was dissolved, the just: 
balance of power in Europe betrayed, or any 

advantage given to the common enemy to Im- 

pose what terms of peace he should think fit 

upon her majesty or any of the confederates. 


earl 


e public service, should be con- 


erfidious or unwatrantable. And 


“In Answer to. the Fifth Article; the said 


earl doth acknowledge, that her late majesty, 
in her speech from the throne, on the seventh 
day of December 1711, having acquainted her 
Parliament, ‘ That both time and place were 
‘ appointed for opening a treaty of peace,’ did 
at the same time remind them, ‘ That the bese 
‘ way to make the treaty effectual would be to 
‘make early provision for the campaign ;’ and 
believes supplies were granted, and magazines 
‘provided, for that end: but the said earl saith | 


hat, at the time in the said Article for that 


purpuse mentioned, he was not informed of 
any reasonable prospect the confederates then . 
had of gaining new conquests over the army of 


France; nor doth he believe that the con- 


federate army at that time was the strongest 
that had been in the service during the whole 
course ofthe war; but upon the informations 


he received at the Hague, about the 19-30th 
of April 1712, he understood, that the French 
were better posted than the confederates, and 
their army stronger ; and that the confederate 
forces could not march to surprise the French 
in their lines till they had green forage, which 
would not be up in the three weeks at soonest 5 
and that the French had all their troeps, and 
the cofifederates wanted great part of theirs, 
especially the Imperialists, who it was thought 
could not, and in fact did not, join the army 
til about a month afters; and the said earl con- 
ceiving the treaty of peace in so great forward- 
ness, that, by a cunstant application of the pleni- 
potentiaries, it might probably be brought te 
@ conclusion m a month's time; he did, upoa 
tbese eonsiderations, apprehend i weuld not 
have been any disservice to the eommon cause 
if a cessation of arms fora month had beer 
then agreed on, during which time tlre nego« 
tiation might have been ended one way or 
other; and he believes that, according to his 


a 


i 
= 


261]  PARL. HISTORY, 2 Groncs I, 1716.—to the Articles of ImpeackmenS [963 


duty, he might about that time, in a letter to 
her majesty’s seeretary of state, send an account 
of the posture and condition of the two armies; 


but denies that he took upon .him to counsel or’ 


advise on thnt subject, bac only proposed the 


matter for further deliberation in England, if 


upon those or other accounts such a short ces- 
sation should be thought necessary; much less 
_did he then, or at any other time, suggest or 
advise any cessation of arms to be made with 
France, without or against the conseut of the 
allies, or with design to disappoint any just ex- 
pectation they might have, orto give success 
to any secret or wicked negotiations whatsvever; 
and he is not yet sensible that a cessation for 
a month, at that time, could have'been any hin- 
derance or prejudice to the cause of the allies, 
or have given the least advantage to the 
enemy: however, in fact, no cessation was 
made upon his said letter. The said earl saith 
he doth not know, or believe, that, in pursuance 
of any counsel or advice given by him, any di- 
rections were sent tu ber majeaty’s general in 
Flanders, to avoid engaging in any siege, or 
hazarding a battle ; nor was he privy to the 
sending any such directions; and he denies 
that he advised her late inajesty to send any 
person, much less himself, from England, to 
the arovy in Flanders, to cause a cessation of 
arms to be made or proclaimed, between 
her majesty and: the French ‘army; but ac- 
‘knowledges that, he being her majesty’s am- 
bassador, she was pleased to give him orders 
- and instructions, under her sign manual, dated 
the 21st day of June 1712, whereby he was 
commanded ‘ to make all possible dispatch to 
‘the army in the Low Countries; and, upon 
‘ his arrival there, to inform her general and 
© commander in chief of the resolutions taken in 
‘the then important conjuncture of affgirs, 
© and also to declare to the generals and com- 
“ manders in clnef of the foreign troops io her 
‘ majesty’s pay, and in the joint pay of ber ma- 
¢ jesty aud the States General, with how much 
‘ surprise her ipajesty heard there was the least 
‘doubt of their obeying such orders as they 
“should receive from her said general; and 
‘likewise commanding the said earl to can- 
‘ tinue with the said army, till the affair of the 
‘ suspension of arins and the surrender of Dun- 
‘ kirk were determined one way or other ;’ and 
that thereupon he resorted to the Hague, and 
there, in conjunction with bis colleague the then 
lord bishop of Bristol, acquainted the States 
General with her majesty’s intentions for a 
short cessation of arms between the arimies in 
the Netherlands, upon certam conditions to be 
performed by France, one of which was, the 
surrendry of Dunkirk into her majesty’s pos- 
Session ; inviting the States to jein with her 
majesty therein. After this, the said earl pro- 
ceeded to the army, and acted conformably to 
his said instructions; .and hopes, that what 
was the -performance of his duty, will not be 
imputed to him as a crime: but the said earl 
denies that any cessation or separation of the 


droops was executed or performed by his ad- 


vice 3 nor was he otherwise concerned therein 
than in signifying the orders he hed in command 
from her majesty to her general; and he be- 
lieves, from the best judgment he can make 
upon the then situation of affairs, that, if - 
the cessation that was made by her majesty 
had been generally complied with by the rest 
of the army, it would have increased. the con- 
fidence between her majesty and her allies, and 
have obliged the French king more speedily to 
comply with their demands in the negotiations 
of peace; and that the most promising ex- 
pectations from the operations of the campaign 
during those two months for which the cessation 
was to Continue, could not equal the advantage 
accruing to the confederates by the surrender 
ofthe important fortress of Dunkirk, which 
was put into her majesty’s bands as one of the | 
conditions of it. 


“ In Answer to the Sixth Article: the said 
earl, not admitting that he did advise or procure 
& cessation of arms, or obtain for -France any 
separation of the troops of Great, Britain from 
the confederate army, or was otherwise con- 
cerned therein than as in his Answer to the pres 
ceding Article is set forth, denies, with a just ab- 
horrence, that he ever, had any treacherous 
purposes to advance or promote the interests 
of France, or to render any future correspon- 
dence or harmony between her late majesty 
and the States General impracticable, or to 
weaken or distress the said States, or bring 
them under any necessity of complying with, or 
submitting to, the measures of France; nor did 
or doth he know, or believe, that the taking pos« 
session of Ghent and Bruges by the British 
troops.was likely to produce any such conse- 
quence; on the contrary, he conceives, that it 
was very much for the advantage of the allies, — 
especially the States General, that the English 
touk possession of those towns, which would 
otherwise, in all probability, bave fallen into the 
hands ofthe French: the said earl doth ac- 
knowledge, that, when the British troops were 
leftby the other forces who separated from them 
and were under a necessity of retiring to some 
place of security, and.it was reported that the 
Dutch had given orders to all the commanders 
of the towns, in their possession to refuse them 
admittance or passage, he did not think the re- 
solution improper, which was taken by her ma- 
Jesty’s general, to send aparty of the queen’s 
troops to. march through some part of those 
towns, to make experiment whether they would 
refuse them passage ; for, if passage should not . 
be refused them, the Dutch would be vindi- 
cated from the report which had been’ given 
out, so highly reflecting on their honour, and so 
repugnant to the repeated professions and as- 
surances of that good-willjand friendship they 
had so constantly declared for Great Britain ; 
and if such passage should be refused, it would 
demonstrate the necessity the English troops 
were under of resorting to Ghent and Bruges : 
however, the said ‘earl doth {not. admit that he. 
did advise therein ; much less had he any such 


‘ 
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hopes or treacherous designs as in the said arti- 
cle are mentioned ; nor.did be seek any pre- 
tence to put in execution any design or resolu- 
tion concerted with the ministers of France; 
nor was any such design or resolution, to his 
knowledge or belief, concerted : the saitl earl 
doth believe, that a party of the queen’s troops, 
being sent with intentions to obtain admittance 
jnto some of the towns in Flanders, where some 
of the Engiish magazines and hospitals were, 
os at least to obtain a passage through them 
to some other places of security, were refused 
by the Dutch commanders, although those 
towns had been conquered *chiefly by British 
blood and treasure: but the States General 


. disavowed their giving any orders for that pur- 


pose ; and thereby rescued themselves fromm the 
‘reproach of an usage, that might have been 


- thought inhuman to confederate troops, who 


had spent their blood for their service, and had 
done no act of hostility,. nor given any just rea- 
gon to the States to apprehend any ill conse- 
quences from such passage or admittance. The 
gaid earl doth acknowledge, that, after this re- 
fusal of the Dutch commanders to receive any 
ofthe queen’s troops into, er permit them to 
pass through the towns in their possession, they 
retired into Gbent and Bruges; the former 
having been their usual quarters, and the cita- 
del thereof having been garrisoned by them 
from the beginning of the campaign: but the 
ssid earl does not know, or believe there was 
any treacherous of destructive design in the 
marching of those troops into, or taking posses- 
sion of, those towns : nordoth he know, or be- 
lieves it was done in concert with any of the 
ministers of France, who, he is confident, were 
Not privy to,or knew any thing of ‘it, till after 
it was executed ; nor doth the said earl discero 
how it contributed to the prejudice of the con- 
federates, or advantage of the French army: 
but, on the contrary, the said earl is very well 
assured, that it proved greatly to the advantage 
and security of the former, whose convoys were 
thereby protected, and the communication be- 
tween Holland and the confederate army 
kept open ; and theadvantages thereby to the 
common cause were so notorious and visible, 
that the allies frequently expressed their satis- 
faction that those important places had been so 
well secured, by which means the allies had all 
the advantages of those towns without being at 


_ the expence ofguarrisons, the furnishing of which 


would have obliged them to make such detach- 
ments from their army as would have rendered 
it difficult for them to have kept the field; and, 


on the other hand, the French ministers fre- | 


quently complained of the great disadvantages 
occasioned thereby to the arms of their master, 
whom they thought not welltreated by her ma- 
jesty on that account : and the said earl appre- 
hends, that the British troops bad equal right 
with those of the States, to enter into Ghent 
aod Bruges, or any other place of the Low 
Countries, which by agreement were under the 
joint government of the queen and the States 
General ; and this happened at that time to be 


~ 


of the greater importance, since the queen’s 
troops were thereby enabled tomaintain a com- 
munication with Dunkirk and England; and 
was afterwards found likewise very useful, to- 
wards obtaining the removal ofthe unjustifiable 
impositions laid by the Dutch upon the Britist 
merchandize to the new conquests in the Ne- 
therlands, which they themselves had -many 
months owned to be agrievance, but had not 
before thought fit to redress. 


‘“‘ The said Earl humbly hopes, be has fully 
answered the several Articles exhibited against 
bim ; and he doubts nvt but your lordships will, 
in your great wisdom, maturely weigh the mae 
ture of the charge, which is chiefly founded on 
his transactions abroad with the ministers of 
foreign princes and states, whese testimony, 
though never so material towards clearing his 
innocence, it will be impossible for him to pro- 
duce: he assures himself, your lordships will 
havea dueregard to the wide extent, the great 
length and intricacy, of the negociations whérein 
he was engaged by his late savereign’s express 
commands ; to which he did the more cheer- 


fully submit, being Hides in the most consi . 


derable parts thereof with a reverend prelate, 
whose long residence abroad, aod experience 1g 
the methods of treating with foreign princes and 
states, had abundantly qualified him for the dis» 
charge of so important a trust. However the 
said earl on his part may in avy respect have 
been unequal to the province assigned him; yet 
sure he is, that he always endeavoured to acquis 
himself therein with the utmest integrity ;' and 
cannot but express a just detestation of the many 
evil intentions wherewith he is loaded by the 
said Articles , and, as he humbly apprehends 
the several facts mentioned in the Articles (if 
they could be sabe will not appear criminal 
abstracted from the ill motives and designs from 
which they are supposed to proceed ; so, he is 
fully persuaded, your lordships will distinguish 
between the actions themselves and the inten- 
tions wherewith they are charged to be done ; 


rand he assures himself, that your cao will 
judge of the sincerity of his intentions 


ry the 
tenor of all his letters and papers, and not by 
any particular passages selected from them ; 
and is secure in your lordships justice, that no 
strained construction of any such passages will 
be made by your lordships to his prejudice, He 
cannot but think himself extremely unfortunate, 
in falling under the displeasure ofthe honour- 
able House of Commons; nor could he receive 
the first intimation of it without the greatest 
surprize, not being conscious to himself that he 
had transgressed any known law. He was not 
without hopes, having spent the best and great- 
est part of his life abroad in the army and 


in several embassies, always endeavouring to. 


promote the welfare of his country, that he might 
at |.is return have met with its approbation, as 
a recompence for his long and faithfulservices 5 
however, he comforts himself with this reflection 
that every step of his proceedings in the late 
negociation was laid before her majesty, aud 


* af 


~ 


- 


seceived her royal approbation : nor will it, he 
conceives, be judged improper, if he abserves to 

our lordships, that the States General, in their 
etter to her majesty, a little before the signing 
the peace, acknowledged they could not enough 
commend her plenipotentiaries, for the assis- 
tance they had given them in their treaty with 
France ; and that all the Allies gave frequent 
marks of their esteem for the said earl and his 
colleague, on account of the many services they 
had received from them. The said earl is con- 
fident, it will appear to your lordships, that al- 
though he did, with the utmost application, 
pursue.the good of hisown country preferably 
to that of any other nation whatsoever, yet he was 
wever wanting to promote the advantage of the 
Allies, particularly of the States General, where 
it did not interfere with the interest of 
Great Britain. A separate treaty of peace 
was so far from his thoughts, that, on 
the contrary, he was truly zealous to make it 
general; and he bad the happiness to succeed 
therein, in as great a degree as was ever known, 
when so many confederates were concerned ; 


nor was the said earl less sealous in supporting, 


to the utmest of his-abilities, the honour and re- 
putation of his tate royal mistress, which was so 
far from being prostituted, or suffering any di- 
minution, by his negotiations, that her majesty 
did through the whole course of those negotia- 
tions, and to'the véry hour of her death, main- 
tain as great and gloriousa character-as any of 
‘ her royal predecessors, or as she herself bad 
dune in any former part of her reign. | 


‘¢ And as to all other matters and things in 
the said Articles contained, and not herein be- 
fore particularly enswered ; the said earl saith, 
he is Not Guilty of them, or any of them, in the 
manner and form asthe same are charged upon 
him in and by the said Articles; and hambly 
submits himself to your lordsbips judgment. 

; -  * ‘* STRAFFORD.” 


The Impeached Lords brought to the Bar of the 
House of Lords.| January 19. The order of the 
“day being read, tor bringing James ear] of Der- 
wentwater, William lord Widdrington,  Wil- 
liam earl of Nithisdale, George earl of Winton, 
Robert earl of Carnwath, William viscount 
Kenmure, and William lord Nairn, to the House 
of Lords in 6rder to their putting in their seve- 
_ ral Answers to the Articles of Impeachment of 
High Treason, exhibited against them by the 
House of Commons: _ = 


Tue Eart or DERWENTWATER’S ANSWER 


TO THE AagticLes or lepeacamsEnt.} The. 


said earl of Derwentwater was brought up to 
the bar, by the gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod ; where he kneeled until the lord chan: 
cellor directed nm to rise. And his lordship 
acquainted him with the above mentioned 
order; and demanded of him, ‘If he was 
ready to put in hie Answer ?’ which ‘he said, 
«be was.” And delivering the same at the bar ; 
ig was read as follows : 


‘nor was he ever heretofore concerne 
. privy to, any design or contrivance to subvert 


~ 7 
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“The ANSWER of JAMES, Earl of DER-~ 
WENTWATER, to the Articles of Ime 
peachment of High Treason exbibited 
against him by the honourable the Knights, 

Citizens, and Burgesses, of Great Britain, . 
in Parliament assembled. 


‘¢ To a charge of so high and heinous a nature, 
the said earl cannot answer without the deep 


-est concern aud affliction; which becomes 


more weighty from the share the honourable 
House of Commons bave been pleased to take 
in the accusation, He assures himself, how- 
ever, that great assembly doth notengagein the _ 
prosecution of an offence, so open to conviction 
in the ordinary course of law, with design to in. 
tercept that mercy, which the earl, trom the 
reportof his majesty’s natural goodness, had rea- | 
son to expect: it would be a thought unworthy 
any member of that august body, to imagine he 
could have the least desire of spilling the blood . 
of any of his fellow subjects, whom his ‘majes- 
ty’s great wisdom should think a fit object of 
his mercy. The said earl therefore hopes that 
his prosecution is taken out of the common 
course of justice, with intentions, that if, in his 
particular case there shall appear any circuine 


stances inducing favour or Compassion, both. 
-your lordships and the Commons may be intege 


eessors with his majesty for grace towards him ; 
whereby the exercise of the royal mercy, upon 
which the earl depended (which amongst all 
the virtues of the crown, most endears a moe 
narch to the love and affection of his people), 
may be extended in such manner, as may -de» 
monstrate that clemency for which bis majesty 
is so greatly renowned, and not encourage any 
to offend upon the presumption of it for the 
futare. The said earl acknowledges, with a 
real sorrow, that, at the time in the Articles 


’ mentioned, he was in arms, and witbothers did 


march through and invade several parts of this 
kingdom ; and confesses he is thereby guilty 


| of the offence wherewith he is charged in the 


said Articles. But, ifany one offence of. that 


. kind ‘was ever attended with circumstances 


which might move compassion, the said earl 
he may be entitled to it. He hegs leave 
to inform your lordships, that hrs temper and — 
inclination’disposed him to live peaceably under 

his majesty’s government, and he never had the 
least prejudice or malice against his person ; 
ig, OP 


or disturb the established.government, the laws 
or religion of this kingdom ; and, if any. me- 


thods were taken by others to accomplish any — | 


of those ends, he was absolutely a stranger to 
them ; nor did be now engage in this unhappy 


undertaking upon any previous ‘concert or con~ — 


trivaoce fur any such purpose; but being young 


and unexperienced, he rashly, and without any 


deliberation, engaged himself to meet-at Plaines 
field, in Northumberland, on assurance that 7 


saany of his relations and nequaintance would 
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appear there. That his undertaking was sud- 
den, appears that he engaged in it without any 
previous preparation of men, horses, arms, or 
other warlike accoutrements. And as the said 
ear) cannot be justly reproached with any crucl, 
severe, Or hash action, during the continuance 
in arms; so he took the first opportunity that 
offered of submitting to the king’s mercy. After 
the sudden skirmishes at Preston, the said earl, 
with others, was sulicitous to prevent any fur- 
ther destruction of the lives of his majesty’s 
subjects, and instrumental to induce all in arms 
to subinit themselves to the king, provided they 
might be secured of their lives : one of his ma- 
jesty’s officers, sent from the general, gave them 
encouragement to believe, that the surrender 
of themselves would be theready way to obtain 
the king’s mercy ; in confidence whereof, when 
a cessation was agreed on, the said earl offered 
himself to become one.of the hostages for them 
till the next morning ; in which time he re- 
ceived further assurances from the officers, 
“‘ That the king was a prince of known cle- 
" mency; that this was a distinguishing part of 
his character ; and that the free surrender to 
mercy would be the most proper means to ob- 
tainit.” The said earl bekeves his majesty’s 
officers were very sensible, and will be so just 
as to acknowledge, that it had not been im- 
practicable for many of those at Preston to 
make their way through his majesty’s forces ; 
_ but thisatteinpt must have occasioned the loss 
of inany lives, and might been productive of 
ill consequences to the government, which the 
said earl was desirous to prevent; and, when 
the time agreed on for the cessation was near 
expired, and general Wills seemed uneasy in 
not having received any message from those in 
the town, the said earl writ a letter, to exhort 
thein to surrender to the king’s mercy ; and, at 
the same time, declared to the said general and 
other officers, “‘ That .whatever happened, he 
was determined to continue with them, and 
rely entirely on his majesty’s clemency, and 
goodness, which he had encouragement to ex- 
pect.” And, in such circumstances, the said 
earl cannot distrust your lurdsbips or the Comw- 
mons’ readiness to use their mediation for 
mercy on bis behalf; which will lay him under 
the highest obligations of duty and affection to 
his majesty, and perpetual gratitude to both 
~ Houses of Parliament. Derwentwaten.” 


The material words ef which Answer appear- 
ing not to be sufficiently express and clear; 
the Lord Chancellor asked the said earl, “ If 
he meant, by the said Answer, to plead Guilty 
to the said Articles of Impeachment ?” He says 
‘* Hie does ; and submits to the king’s mercy; 
and humbiy desires their lordships intercession 
to his majesty ;” and his said Answer and Plea 
is recorded accordingly. And he: withdrew. - 


Lorp WroprinGcton’s AnsweER.| Then the 
Lord Widdrington was brought tothe bar; and, 
having there alsu kneeled,'was acquainted by the 
Lord Chancellor with the aforementioned Order, 


and asked the same question as the earl of Der- 
wentwater. He likewise delivered in his An- 
swer; which was read as follows: 


The ANSWER of WILLIAM Lord WID- 
DRINGTON, to the Articles of Impeach 
ment of High Treason exhibited ayainst 
hin, by the Honourable the Knights, Ci- 
tizens, and Burgesses, of Great Britain, in 
Parliament assembled. 


‘It is with inexpressible concern and: af 
fliction the said lord appears before this august 
assembly, charged with crimes of the most 
heinous nature: and though it is natural to 
mankind to endeavour to-conceal their guilt, 
and make use of all manner of detence, espe- 
cially in the case of life; yet, as he surrendered 
himself at Preston, entirely relying on bis ma- 


Jesty’s mercy ; so heisnow resolved not tu take» 


any measures which may argue the least dif- 
fidence of that mercy, or of your lordsbips good- 
ness ; and therefore, the said lord confesses, he 
is Guilty of tbe Treason wherewith he is charged 
in the said Articles. And, after baving thus 


freely acknowledged his offence, he begs leave — 


to Jay his case before your lordships ; and hum- 
bly hopes, when the particular circumstances 
are considered, it will not be thought to merit 
the most rigorous punishnhert ; but that both 
your lordships and the honourable House of 
Commons will jook upon him as a proper ob- 
ject of his majesty’s clemency : And he hume- 
bly hopes, he may be thought the less unworthy 
of favor, in that he never before offended, nor 
was at any time privy to, or acquainted with, 
any design, or contrivance, to destroy, or dis- 
turb, the established government, the laws, or 
religion, of thiskingdom: but came unawares 
into this sudden and unpremeditated action ; 
for, although he hath met with public rumours 
aud reports of intended invasions from abroad, 
and insurrections at home ; yethe never knew, 
or any other way heard, of any formed design 
against the government, till he was told, the 
nizht before, of a meeting intended at Plaine- 
field, in Northumberland, on the 6th of October 


last ; and being soon after informed, that al- | 


most all his neighbours and acquaintance had 
met there in arms, he took a hasty and incon- 
sideryte resolution of joining themg Nor was 


| bein any sort prepared for such an undertaking, 


having only some of his own family with him, 
no arms but his common fowling pieces and 
wearing swords, and fewer horses than he had 
constantly kept for several years before; and 
nothing but the report of so many of his friends, 
being engaged could have hurried himwn to an. 
enterprize,so unaccoantably rash and uujustifia- 
ble. And heis willing to hope, your lordships 
will esteem it some alleviation of his crime, 
that, in a commotion of that nature, there was 
so little violation of the rights and properties of, 
those who oppesed them ; for, he believes, few. 
instances can be found, where such a multitude 
continued so long in arms, without . doing 


. neta 
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greater acts of violence and injustice. The 
said lord cannot charge himself with any in- 
jurious acts to the property of his fellow sub- 
jects, and endeavoured to. prevent them in 


others ; and hopes it was thence owing, in some | 


measure, that there was shown all along greater 
marks of moderation and humanity than is 
common in such a warlike and hostile proceed- 
ing. The. suddenness of the attack at Preston, 
without any. previous summons, admitted no 
time for meditating a submission before the 
loss of that blood which was there unfortunately 
spilt ; but, after the heat and surprize of the 
first-action was over, a cessatiun of arms was 
desired : and, upon the mutual messages which 
then passed, the officer ‘sent from the general 
encouraged them to beliéve the surrendering 
themselves would 'be the ready way to obiain 
the king’s mercy ; and gave them repeated as- 
surances, ‘ That they submitted to a prince of 
‘ the greatest clemency in the world.’ Upon 
these hopes and assurances, they made a ge- 
neral surrender of themselves to the king. And 
the said lord may justly take notice to your 
lordships, that, as he was the last who took up 

arms, so he was the first wlio procured a meeting 
ef the chief persons among them in order to lay 
them down ; and cannot doubt but your lord- 
ships and the honourable. House of Commous 
will think it equitable to make some distinction 
between an obstinate resistance and an early 
and humble submission, whereby the peace and 
tranquillity of this part of his majesty’s domi- 
nions was entirely restored. Nature must have 
started at yielding themselves up to a certain 
and ignominious death ; when it must be ac- 
knowledged, that it was not impracticable for 
many of them to have escaped: and it was 
possible so great a number, grown desperate, 
might have obtained farther success, and there- 
by prevented the so speedy suppressing that in- 
surrection : But the said lord and the rest hav- 
ing, with the utmost confidence, relied on the 
assurances of his majesty’s great clemency, and 


- the hopes of mercy which had been given them. 
from the officers who commanded the royal 


forces ; he is encouraged, with great earnest- 
ness, to implore the intercession of your Jord- 
ships and the honourable House of Commons 
with his majesty, for that mercy on whi¢h they 
wholly depended: and as he doth not know 
where mercy was refused to those who so early 
and with so much resignation submitted to it ; 
so, he bumbly hopes, your lordsbips may be in- 
duced to think that the exercise of. this divine 
virtue, by bis majesty, towards those who cast 
themselves ab his royal feet upon the sole pros- 
pect and expectation of it, will appear no less 
giorious to his majesty, and prove no less ad- 
vantageous to the future quiet and tranyvillity. 
of his government, than any examples of jus- 
tice, in such a case, can be likely todo: and 
whatever marks of goodness and favor his ma- 
jesty shall vouchsafe to the said lord will not 
fail to engage him, by the strongest ties of gra- 
titude, to demonstrate, in the future course of 
his life, the most constant and inviolable duty 


to bis majesty, and the most real esteem and: 
veneration for your lordships and the honoura- 
ble House of Commons. = Wivprincton.” 


And the said lord Widdrington being asked, 
‘“‘Ifhe had any thing further to say?” He 
begged ‘* to be excused all imperfections in his 
said Answer ;” says, ‘he has been indisposed 
with the gout in his stomach, and was not able 
to employ himself in preparing his Answer till 
last night, and finished it but this morning; and 
humbly implores their lordships intercession to 
his mrajesty, for favour and mercy ;” and his 
Answer and Plea is recorded accordingly. And 
he withdrew. ) | 


Tus Eart or Nirtntspate’s ANSWER.} 
Then the earl of Nithisdale was brought to the 
Bar. And having there likewise kneeled, was 
acquainted with the forementioned Order, and | 
asked the same question as the earl of Der- 
wentwater. And he also delivered in his An- 
swer ; which wes read as follows ; 


The ANSWER of WILLIAM Earl of NI- 
THISDALE, to the Articles of Impeach- 
peachment. of High Treason, exhibited 
against him by the honourable the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgesses, of Great Britain 
in Parliament assembled, 


“Tt is with the utmost confusion the said 
earl. appears at your lordships bar, under the 
weight of an Impeachment by the Commons of 
Great Britain, for High Treason. He humbly 
begs leave, in extenuation of his crime, to as- 
sure your lordships that he was always a zea- 
lous asserter of the liberties of his country, and 
never engaged in forming or carrying on any de- 
sign to subvert the ancient established govern- 
ment, and the good laws of this kingdom: but 
being summoned by those entrusted with the 
administration of the government in Scotland, 
to appear at Edinburgh ; and being assured, if 
he went thither, he should be’ made close pri- 
soner ; he did not obey the summons ; .but in 
all humble manner, applied for their in- 
dulgence, in dispensing with his being committed 
to gaol : offering to give any bail for his peace- 
able and quiet behaviour: which being refused ¢ 
and being at that time in so ill a state of health, 
that a confinement in Edinburgh castle would 
have endangered his.life; he was forced to ab- 


-scond and keep private, till several of the per- 


sons mentioned in the said Impeachment, with 
many others of his neighbours, appeered in 
arms, very hear the place whete the said earl 
lay concealed ; and then he inconsiderately 
and unfortunately (with four of his domestics 
and no other person whatsoever) joined them, 
and proceeded in their company to the places 
in the said Articles of Impeachment mentioned ; - 
but he knew nothing of the intended insurrec- 
tion till they were actually in arms. The said 
earl is deeply sensible of his great offence ; and, 
net affecting delay, nor. being willing to give 
yout lordsbips or the honourable House of Com= 
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mions afly unnecessdty trouble ; he does, witha 
sorrow equal to his crime, confess that he is 
Guilty of the Treason in the said Articles of Im- 
peachment contained ; and throws himself at 
his majesty’s feet, imploring his royal mercy: 
And, to incline his majesty thereto, and induce 
your Jordships to recommend him as an object 
thereof, he begs leave to inform your lordships, 
that, when he and the rest that were with him 
at Preston had engaged im a battle, a cessation 
of arms being agreed to, they had intimations 


_ from his majesty’s officers, ‘ That if they. sub- 


* mitted, they might expect the king’s mercy ;’ 
and history abounding with instances of con- 
ditions, stipulated by generals, even with rebels, 
and afterwards agreed to and confirmed by 
their sovereigns, they. were prevailed on by 
such encouragement, together with the consi- 
deration of his majesty’s known clemency, to 
surrender themselves prisoners ;- whereby the 
lives of great numbers of his majesty’s good 
subjects were saved, which, by an obstinate 
resistance, wouldinevitably have been. destroy- 
ed: And therefore, he most humbly begs your 
lordships will be pleased to represent his case 
to his majesty in the most favourable manner ; 


. not doubting but, by your lordships powerful 


intercession, he shall find, that as he perform- 
ed the duty of a Christian in concurring 
to prevent the effusion of blood, so he acted 
the part of a wise man in relying upon a mercy 
#o extensive as that of his majesty. And he 
presumes, when the honourabte House of Com- 
mons are apprised of the nature of his case, 
they will not interpose, to prevent him from 
having a share in the benefit of that mercy. 
NITHISDALE.” 


And the said earl of Nithisdale being asked, 
“If be had any thing further to say?” He 
says, “‘ He has nothing, but to implore the 
King’s mercy.” And his Answer and Plea is 
recorded accordingly. And be withdrew. 


The Earl of Winton’s Petition, for other 
Counsel ; and further time allowed him to an- 
swer.|eThen the earl of Winton was brought to 
the bar. And, having there likewise kneeled, 
was acquainted by the Lord Chancellor with the 


forementioned Order, and asked the same ques- 


tion as the egrl of Derwentwater. He said, 

“He had a Petition to present to the House; 

he was au entire stranger to the nature of their 

lordsliips proceedings : and desired his Petition 
might be read.” And the same was read, as 
follows : 

“To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament assembled. 
The himble Petition of Geonce Earl of 
WINToUN ; 

* 4¢ Humbly sheweth ; 
«That, oo Tharsday last, I having applies 


to your lordships, representing how I had 
caused application to be made to two lawyers, 


_ to act as counsel for me, in the Impeachment 


exhibited before your lordships against me by 


Py “9 


ry ~ 


they both declined to meddle, for reasons then 
given; your lordships were pleased to allow me 
some more time for Aominating of counsel and 
solicitors, and this day for giving in my An« 
swers ; but, by reason of my close confinement; 
and that your lordships order for allowing some 
persons to have access to me expired on Friday 
last, at eleven foreneon; I have had no.oppor- 
tunity of naming other counsel and solicitors ; 
nor can I have the assistance of any, till they 
are appointed by your lordships, and they al- 
lowed access to me.—That your petitioner. has 
several specialities and matters of great mo- 


ment, which he coneeives necessary to be a part. 


uf his Answers, and which cannot be drawn into 
form without the assistance of his counsel and 
solicitors.— Forasmuch, therefore, as this affair 
is to me of the greatest importance; may it 
please your lordships, to assign sir Constantine 
Phipps and Mr. Peer Williams .to be counsel, 
and Charles Menzies and Mr. James Lesslie to 
be my solicitors, and to order that they may 
heave access to me from time to time, during 
my trial; as also that your lordships would be 
pleased to allow Mr. George Hereot, a minister 
of the charch of England, to have access to me 
from time to time, seeing I am confined in a 
room alone. And your petitioner shall ever 
pray, &c.” WInNTouN.” 


The said earl of Wintoun was ‘directed to 
withdraw. And being withdrawn accordingly ; 
The Order made on ‘Thursday last, upom his Pe- 
tition, was read: asalso the several orders made 
on Monday last. 

Ordered, That the counsel mentioned in the 
said Petition be assigned him, and that either 
of the said solicitors be likewise assigned; and 
that he have time to put in his Answer to the 
said Articles till Monday next ; and that the 
clergyman mentioned in his petition, being his 
relation, may have access to him, provided he 
will stay in custody with him during his con- 
finement. __ ; 

Then he was again called in. And the Lord 
Chancellor acquainted him, “ That the House 
had considered his Petition; and assigned him 
the counsel he desired, and would assign him 
either of the two solicitors he should choose ; 
and that the clergyman abovementioned might 
come to him, upon the condition before ex- 
pressed.”——Then the said earl of Wintoun name 
ing Mr. Menzies, the House accordingly assign- 
ed bim for his solicitor; and ordered that the 
said counsel and solicitor may have access to 


-him from time to time, at all seasonable hours. 


And he withdrew, 


The Earl of Carnwath pleads cats Then 
the earl of Carnwath was brought to the bar. 
And, having there likewise kneeled, was ac- 
quainted by the Lord Chancellor with the fore- 
mentioned Order, and asked the same question 
as the earl of Derwentwater. He says, “‘ He 
has no Answer in writing; but.desires to throw 


himself on the king’s mercy, and humbly. im- 


plores their lordships intercession to bis ma- 


’ 
ee ee 


\ 
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jesty, on his behalf; and assures the House, if 
the same were granted, he shall think himself 


obliged to live under the strictest ties of loyalty 
to his majesty. And as to the said Articles ; 
he says, he is Guilty of the High Treason con- 
tained in. the said Articles of T:apeachment 
against him.” - And the said Plea is recorded 
‘accordingly. And be withdrew. 


Viscount Kenmure pleads Guilty.} Then 
the viscount Kenmure was brought to the bar. 
And, having there kneeled also, was acquainted 
by the lord Chancellor with the forementioned 


order, and asked the same question as the earl |. 


of Derwentwater. He says, “ He has no An- 


swer in writing; but is Guilty of the charge of 


High Treason contained in the Articles of Im- 
peachment against him; and begs the House 
will intercede with his majesty for mercy.” 
And his Pleais recorded accordingly. And he 
withdrew. 


Lord Nairn pleads Guilty.| Then the lord 
Nairn was brought to the bar. And, having 
there also kneeled, was acquainted by the lord 
Chancellor with the forementioned Order, and 
‘askec the same question as the earl of Der- 


wentwater. He says, “ He throws himself 


upon the king’s mercy; and begs the interces- 
sion of this House to his majesty. And as to 
the Articles of Impeachment exhibited against 
him ; he says, he is Guilty of the High Treason 
contained in the said Articles.” And his Plea 
is recorded accordingly. - 


Then he delivered in a Petition, at the bar; 
and the same was read, as follows: 

“‘ To the right honourable the Lords spiritual 
and temporal in parliament assembled, 
the hamble Petition of Witttam Lord 
NaIRneE; 

«¢ Sheweth, 

- “That your petitioner was educated, and 
hath always continued, a Protestant, accord- 
ing to the discipline of the church of England ; 
and though, by. reason of some mistaken prin- 
ciples he unwarily imbibed in his tender years, 
he did not in all respects conform to the late 
Revolution, lying under the less necessity, for 
that he had married an heiress, ia whom all the 
right of your petitioner’s estate is invested; and 
thongh he never took the oaths, yet be always 
peaceably submitted to, and lived quietly under, 
the government as by law established, until the 


breaking out of this rebellion, ia which your 


petitioner was inadvertently involved ; but not 
before the Jord Mar and _ his adherents bed fer 
a considerable time, made themselves masters 
of Perth and Dunkeld, and thereby surrounded 
your petitioner's whole estate, and came to your 
petitioner's house lying in the middle between 
ghose places. 

“ Yeur petitioner heartily repepts of this 
sash undertaking, and solemnly declares, he 


new nething of any previous consaltations, or 
senspiracies 1g favour of the Pretender, before ; i : 
, = by she Commonp; which pleas this House 


he actual 


sppeased ma arms; nor knew any 
Vou. 


U1. 
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thing about crossing the Forth, until the morning | 
he was sent over under M’Iatach’s command ; 
and then was so far from approving of that ex- 
pedition, that though, to avoid the imputation 
of cowardice, he would hazard his own person 
therein; your petitioner ordered back all bis 
dependants, and was only attended by his son 
and four servants, who would ‘not leave him ia 
a time of danger, though often desired: Nor 
was your petitioner privy to any designs of 
marching into England; for, having been bred 
a seaman, he had no pretensions to knowledge 
in the land service. , 

‘* Your petitioner, being now sensible of his 
errors, hath pleaded Guilty to the Articles of 
Impeachment of High Treason, exhibited. against 
him by the honourable House of Commons, 
and thrown himself at his majesty’s feet ; hum- 
bly beseeching your lordships, in commisera- 
tion of the deplorable circumstances of your 


‘petitioner and his twelve children, to reconpe 
Tend him to his majesty for that mercy, which, 


at the time.of his, surrender, he was made to 
believe he might reasonably expect. | 
‘This will lay your petitioner and his poste- 


‘tity under the greatest obligations of duty and 


gratitude to his majesty, and bind them for 
ever to bless your Jordships, as the merciful in- 
struments of procaring such 4 gracious deliver- 
ance. And your petitioner shall ever pray, &e. 

“ NALENE.” , 


" And being asked, ‘If be had any thing fur- 
ther to say?” He said, “he had not.” And 
withdrew. ‘ 


Then the House was informed, ** That on 
the day the said several lords were brought 
before to this House, nowithstanding their 
lordships order, That ho person should have 
admittance to them without the special leave 
of the House, it was reported, and believed, 
that, on their return to the Tower, they were — 
allowed to dine at a tavern, and suffered to 
continue there for some time,” 


Thereupon the Lieutenant of the Tower was 
called in, and examined touching the same; 
and acknowledged, ‘ That the said lords, com , 
plaining they were faint, at their request, were 
permitted to go into the Fountain tavern in 
the Strand, and stayed about half an bour, dur~ 
ing which time they were strictly guarded.” 
And then he withdrew. 2 
| Ordered, That the said several lords be car 
ried directly to the Tower when they go from 
bence; and if they desire any refreshment they 
take it here. And the said Lieutenant was 
called in, and acquainted with the said Order. 

Then a message was sent to the House of 
Commons by Mr. Holford and Mr. \Lovibond : 
To acquaiat them, that James earl of Der» 
wentwater, William lord Widdrington, Wil- 
liam earl of Nithisdale, Robert earl of Carn- 
wath, William viscount Kenmure, and William 
lord Nairne, have severally pleaded Guilty, at 
the bar of this House, to the Articles of Im- 
peachment of High Treason exhibited against 


y 
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hath recorded: And, upon the petition of 
George, earl of Winton, their lordships have 
allowed him time till Monday next, to put in 
his answer to the said Articles. 


The Impeached Lords sent back to the Tower. ] 
Ordered, That the several lords impeached be 
conveyed back to his majesty’s Tower of Lon- 


dén, by the Lieutenant thereof, to be there | fc 


kept in safe custody: And that the said Lieu- 
tenant do bring George earl of Winton to this 
House, on Mouday next, at 12 o’clock, in order 
to his putting in his Answer to the Articles of 
Impeachment of High Treason, exhibited against 
him by the House of Commous. 


Debate on a Clause proposed to be added to 
the Bill for suspending the Habeas Corpus 
sat: January 21. The Lords, in a committee 
of the whole House, took into consideration 
the Bill from the Commons “ For continuing 
the Act to impower his Majesty to secure and 
: detain suspected persons, Jvc.’’ and lord Har- 

court proposed a clause, “‘ For assigning the 
reason of the commitment; and for punishing 
Informers in case they accuse innocent per- 
sons; as also for excepting Peers out of this 
Act.” He was backed by lord Trevor, the duke 
of Buckingham, and the earl of Abingdon, 
but the question being put thereupon, it was 
carried in the negative by 64 voices against 


14: after which the Bill was read the third 


time, and passed without amendment. 


Protest on rejecting the seid Clause.] Here- 
upon the following Protest was entered : 


“ Dissentient’ 

‘¢ 4. Because some provisions, which, in fore 
mer bills of this nature, were thought ne- 
cessary to prevent unjust imprisonment, are 
emitted in this, | 

“*2. Because the manner of continuing 
the suspension, by reference only, deprived 
this House of the opportunity freely to debate 
the several parts of the act so continued. 

“3. Because by this bill the liberty of the 
subject is in greater danger, than if the act 
suspended were totally repealed. 

‘ 4, Because no provision is made in this act 
for restraining the extravagant execution of the | 
power given to ministers, who are, like other | 
men, subject to passion and reve ge, at whose | 
will aud pleasure the mo tdutful aod oye] sub- ! 
jects may be deprived of their bberts, and all. 
conversation with their vest frien!s and densest 
Telations; which muy tend tu: aiienate from his 
majesty their affections, the hest secuity 
against invasions from abroad or rebell.on at 
home. a 

“5. Because, though it may be necessary, in 

this time of danger, to continue the suspen- 
sion of the said act, with proper provistons, 
' yet not for e9 long a time as is prop: sed by 
this bill, while the parliament is like to con- 
“tinue siiting. 

“6, Bec:u:e the antient rights and privileges 
_ of parliament, particularly for preventing the 
mmprisonment of members of both Houses, are 

9 a 


Fd 


not by this act sufficiently provided for, which 
may intimidate the members from using free- 
dom of speech in parliament, so necessary for 


advising his majesty and for restraining the 


exorbitant power of evil ministers. 
“« ABINGDOY.”’ 


the Bild 
t.] The 
said Bill had been strenuously opposed in the 
Commons ; 


Mr. Shippen made a speech against it, in 
which he insisted, ‘“‘ That it invaded the most 


Debate in the Commons concerni 
or suspending the Habeus Corpus "dc 


valuable right of English subjects, encouraged 


tnalicious informations, and gave a handle to 
those in power to oppress innocent persons; 
he therefore inoved to have a clause inserted 
in it, to prevent illegal imprisonments, and 
for the better securing the liberty of the sub- 
ject in cases not within the purport of the said 
act.” He was answered by 


\ 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope, who endeavoured to 
shew the necessity of the said act, at a time of 
open rebellion; and appealed to the whole 
House, whether the bing or his ministers had 
made an ill or a wanton use of the power 
with which the parliament had thought fit to 
intrust his miujesty—And the question being 
put upon Mr. Shippen’s motion, it {passed in 
the negative. 


The King’s Speech relating to the Pretender’s 
heading the Rebellion in Scotland.| The King 
having given the royal assent to the said Bill, 
the Lord Chancellor, by his majesty’s com- 


mand, read the following Speech to both 

Houses : 
, ‘© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
‘¢ T had reason to believe, when I spoke last 


to you, that the Pretender was landed in Scot- 
land; the accounts I have received since do 
put it beyond all doubt, that he is heading the- 
rebellion there, and does assume the stile and 
title of king of these realms; his adherents do 
likewise confidently aflinm, that assurances are 
given them of su,-po:t from abmoad. This par- 
hament -hath, on all occasions, expressed so 
much duty to me, and so tenes revard for the 
religious and civil righes of wy people, that I 
am persuaded this ua ing presumpuon of our 
enemies wilt huwhten vour just indignation 
Nest them, and begst such fartner resolu- 


ticas as, with the bles-ing of God, will enable 


cae ty deteat their attempts. | 
*¢ Geutlemen of che Honse of Commons ; 

“The most effectual way to put a speedy 
end to these troubles wall be to make such a pro= 
Vision as may discourage any foreigo power from 
assistiny the rebels; I do therefore hope, that 
every sinrcre Protestant and true Briton will 
look upon the extraordinary expence, which a 
imely preparation may require, to be the best 
husbandry, sioce it will, in all boman proba- 
bilitv, prevent that desolation ang those ca- 
lamities, which would unavoidably ensue, if the 
rebellion should be suffered to spread, and be 
supported by Popish forces from abroad, 


\ 


. 
\ 
a” : 


cd 
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_  & My Lords and Gentlemen; - 

«The world must be convinced, by all you 
have already done, that you have nothing but 
the honour and interest of your country of 
heart ; and for my own part] rely entirely upon 
you, and doubt not but you will take such reso- 
lutions at this juncture, as will be most for the 
presentsafety, and future ease of my people.” . 


The Lords’ Address thereon.) The King being 
retired, ‘the Lords ordered, That an humble 
Address be presented to his majesty, on this 
occssion; and a committee being appointed, 
the Address was the same day reported, read, 
and agreed to; and, on the 23d the House 
waited on his majesty with the said Address, as 
follows : 

“ Most Gracious Sovereign; | 

“We your majesty’s most dutiful and 
loyal subjects the Lords spiritual and temporal 
in parliament assembled, beg leave to assure 
your majesty, that the landing of the Pretender 
in this kingdom, hath increased our indignation 
against him and his adherents; and that we 
ere fully convinced that it is not only requisite 
for the security, but also for the future ease and 
interest of your majesty’s subjects, to exert 
themselves on this occasion in a more than 
ordinary manner, to put a speedy. end to these 
resent disorders, and to prevent .those ca- 
faenities which must attend a lingering rebellion 
within the kingdom, and to discourage its being 
supported by any assistance from abroad. and 
that we will, to the utmost of our power, assist 
your majesty, not only in subduing the present 
rebellion, but in destroying tle seeds and 
causes of it, that the lke disturbance may 
never rise again to impair the blessings of your 
saajesty’s reign.” | 


The King’s Answer.| To this his majesty 
eeturned the following Answer: 
__ & My Lords; | 
«¢ This Address is a fresh instance of your 
duty and affection to my person and go- 
vernment, and of your just and tender concern 
for the safety of my people. The vigour 
aod resolution -you express on this oceasion 
will, I hope, contribute very much to the put- 
ting a speedy and effectual end to this re- 
bellion.” 7 


The Commons’ Address.| January 24.. The 
Commons presented an Address to the king as 
Sllows : : 

“© Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
. We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Cummons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, do, with all humility, 
return our unfeigned thanks for your majesty’s 
most gracious speech from the throne, and for 
your great goodness in communicating to us 


those important advices which so highly con-. 


cern the immediate safety of your kingdoms. 
6s We can never sufficiently express our 
grateful sense of your majesty’s constant care 
‘and tenderness for your people on every occa- 
sjon, since your accession to the throne of your 


’ 


ancestors; but it is with the utmost satisfac- 
tion of heart, that we now experience the 
happy effects of that just confidence which 
your loyat and affectionate Commons bave 
already reposed in your great wisdom, for 
making such augmentation of troops as your 
wnajesty should find necessary for our common - 
safety: and though the growth of the rebellion 
has already necessitated an increase of forces ; 
yet we must ever acknowledge your wise and . 
tender concern for your people, in having 
made provision for our defence in such a 
manher at this time of common danger, as 
must convince the world, that it is with the 
utmost reluctancy to your majesty, that any 
farther burthens are brought. on your subjects 5 
and that your majesty has nothing at heart, 
byt the security and welfare of our people. 
“Your dutiful Commons do likewise ac- 
knowledge, with the highest gratitude te your 
majesty, that by the prudent disposition of your 
forces, not only the designs of our enemies to 
have raised insurrections in many parts of the 
kingdom have been entirely frustrated, and the 
peace and tranquillity of these nations thereby 
in a great measure, preserved ; but to that we 
owe, under God, those signal successes which 


-have checked the progress of the Rebellion, and 


which bave given us, your faithful Commons, 
so enrly and just an occasion to exert ourselves 
in the most vigorous and effectual manner, for 
bringing some of the chief actors to condign 
punishment. We are astonished at the daring 
pyesumption of the Pretender and his adherents, 
and do most sincerely and heartily assure your . 
majesty, that our indignation is hereby heighte 
ened against them ; and that we cannot so far 
forget our duty and affection to your majesty, 
and our concera for our religion and liberties, 
as not to take at this critical juncture, such 
farther resolutions, as will enable your majesty, 
with the blessing of God, to defeat their dee 
signs. Your faithful Commons being therefore 
firmly and unalterably reselved to spare no 
expence, and to decline no hazard for the 
support of your majesty’s.title and government, 
whereon all that is dear ‘and valuable to us 
and our posterities, under God, entirely de- 
pends ; and being most earnestly desirous to 
give all imaginable proofs of our constant and 
unshaken zeal and affection for your sacred 
person, and being thoroughly convinced thas 
we cannot more effectually consult our own 
security, than by testifying our entire confi- 
dence 10 your majesty’s known justice, wisdona 
and goodness, do most humbly beseech your 
majesty, that you will be graciously pleased to 
give directions, from time to time, for sucha 
farther augmentation of troops as the exigeney 
of affairs shall render necessary. | 

- And we farther assure your majesty, that 
we will grant such supplies as shall be sufficient. 
not only to maintain such additional forces, 
and to defeat all attempts of your enemies, — 
bath at home and dbroad, and to prevent 
those calamities which must ensue, if this un. - 
natural Rebellion be suffered to spread; bet - 
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justly,joined with them in the same Impeach 
ment ; but when it shall appear how mucit the. 
circumstances of his case differ from. others, be 
does not doubt but your lordships great justice 
will distinguish him in judgment; and that 
it will be as pleasing to that honourable body 
who are his accusers, to have an innocent man 
acquitted, as one that is guilty condemned. 
He begs leave to take notice, that he is des- 
cended froma very ancient, noble family, in. 
whose blood the streams of loyalty were always 
pure, never corrupted or polluted with treason 
or sedition: and he never degenerated so much 


also to enable your majesty, with the blessing 
of God, effectually to shew your resentment 
against any foreign power, that shall presume 
directly or indirectly, to abet or support the 
Pretender or his adherents. | 

The King’s Answer.] To this Address the 
King answered :° 

“Gentlemen: __ | 

“I thank you heartily for this Address, Ifany 
thing could add to the good opinion this House 
of Commons deserves from me, it would be 
the zeal and unanimity you have shewn upon 


this Gccasion. You may depend upon my con- 
tinving always as I have hitherto done, ‘to 
make use of the confidence and powers you 
pot in me only for restoring and securing the 
peace and quiet of my people.” 

Judgment demanded against the Rebel Lords,] 
Jan. 23, The House of Lords being informed, 
That the Commons, with their Speaker, were 
at the door; They were called in; and Mr. 
Speaker said, 


““ My Lords: By command of the House of 


Commons, I do, in the name of themselves and 
of all the Commons of Great Britain, demand 
judgment against Jaines earl of Derwentwater, 
William lord Widdrington, William earl of 
Nithisdale, Robert earl of Carnwath, Wil- 
liam viscount Kenmure, and William lord 
Nairn, impeached by the Commons of High 
Treason, of which they have confessed them- 
' selves Guilty.” And then they withdrew, 
Ordered, that, to morrow morning, this 
House shall be put into a Committee of the 
whole House, to cohsider of the forms and me- 


thodg of proceeding to judgment, in a case of 


such nature as that of the six lords who have 
pleaded Guilty to the Impeachment of the 
House of Commons, and that the Judges do 
then attend. . | 

‘Tue Eart or Wintoun’s ANSWER TO THE 


_ Arricies of ImprEacuMeEst.] Te Earl of 
Wintoun delivered in, at the bar, his Answer 


in writing. Which was read as follows ; 


“The ANSWER of GEORGE Earl of 
‘ . WINTOUN, to the Articles of Impeach- 


‘+ ment exhibited against him by the honour- 


able House of Commons, for High Trea- 
_ son and other High Crimes and Misdz- 
7 meanors. = - 


“ The said earl, saving to himself all benefit 
of.exception to the incertainties and insuffi- 
ciencies inthe said Articles of Impeachment 
céntained, and also all advantages and privi- 
tebes belonging to’ him as a peer of Great Bri- 
_ tain, for answer to the said Articles, says, that 
he cannot but esteem it the greatest addition 
to his afflictions, to fall under the displeasure 
of the honourable House of Commons: yet, as 
his innocence under these misfortunes is his 
support, so he hopes it will be his security. 


He, being taken with persons that were in- 


arms against the government, might reasonably 


be’ presumed to be equally guilty, and to be 


from his loyal ancestors, as to form or carry 
on any design to subvert or alter the constitution 
of these kingdoms; but, for the preservation. 
of it, was upon all occasions ready to sacrifice 
his fortuoe, aad even his life. 
tious to avoid giving occasion to be suspected 


He was so can- 


by the government, that about eight years ago 
upon his return from his travels, he withdrew 


from all conversation, and confined himself to 
his house ; never corresponded by letter with 


any person whatsoever: Yet, to his great mis-~ 


fortune, he could not be quiet or safe in his 


closet retirement: for many persons, both of- 


ficers and others of the militia-of the shire of. 
Lothian, under the specigus pretence of serving 
the government, but in reality actuated by 


private pique and revenge, several times, con« 
trary to law, forcibly entered by night into bis 
dwelling-house called Seaton Palace, rifted it, 
turned his servants out of doors, and carried 
away the provisions of his family: The mest 
sacred places did not escape their fury and re» 
sentment ; they broke into his chapel, defaced 
the monuments of bis ancestors, took up the 
stones of their sepulchres, thrust irons through. 
their bodies, and treated themin a most bar 
barous, inhuman, and unchristianlike manner 
cannon and mortars were brought to demolish 
bis house; and several troops of dragoons — 
having got the possession thereof, some of them 
kept guard there ; and when they left it, many 
of the militia entered, and kept possession 
thereof ti they were driven from thence by the: 
Highlanders ; by whom he was likewise very 
ill treated, he being the only person that wag 
plundered by them: By these arid many other 
severities, the said earl was forced to leave his 
house, and seek for shelter among his tenants — 
and neihbours, where he was pursved frons 
house to house: and at last very unfortunately 
driven intd the company.of some of the gentle- 
men named in the Impeachment. - He pre- 
sumes to afhim to your lordships, that he did 
not join them with a traiterous or rebellious 
design ; but only with an intention to preserve 
himself from being insulted and assassinated ; 
for he had been once before taken up without 
any warrant or authority, and having got from 
the persons in whose custody he was, they 
threatenéd, if they could retakehim, to murder _ 
him : and had belote imbrued their hands in 
the blood of the son of a neighbouring . gentle- 
man, He never intended to have left his own 


country; and. whep some gentlemen mentioned 


\ 


my 


and therefore, in answer to the Impeachment, 
_he says, That he is Not Guilty of the Treason 


 * necessary trouble, or from the least doubt or 


4 
Vo, 
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coming into England, he opposed it. He was 


far from assisting or encouraging them in their’ 


secrets, nor informed of their designs ; and 
was so much a stranger to their proceedings, 
that, when they marched towards Northum- 
berland, he was told, * They were going along 
‘the skirts of thehills in Scotland, to avoid 
“ general Carpenter ;’ but afterwards discovered 
they were in England, when it was too late; 
and to return alone into Scotland was too ha- 
zardous ; which he did not attempt, because 
he had reason to believe they would soon go 
back to Scotland. | , 

«¢ Although he was constrained to keep the 
other lords and gentlemen company, yet he 
never joined with them in any act of hostility, 
nor assisted in taking any of the public money, 
or in seizing any guns or warlike instruments, 
or countenanced or abetted them therein. He 
did not, at Preston or elsewhere, fire a pistol, 
offer violence to any person whatsoever, or in 
any other manner fight against or resist his ma- 
Jesty’s forces; but with the rest surrendered 
himself to general Wills. The honour of a 
pecr is more valuable than life itself; and 
therefore he ought to be so much the more 
cautious that it be not stained with the least 
imputation of guilt. The said earl knows his 
innocence ; and hopes your lordships will ex- 
cuse him, if, in justice to bimself, and for the 
preservation of his honour, he does not take 
upon him the guilt of crimes, the very thoughts 
of which were always strangers to his breast : 


and other the crimes and misdemeanors men- 
tioned in the said Articles, or any of them, in 
manner and form asis therein alledged; and, 
fur his trial, puts himself on your lordships, who 
are his peers ; and begs your lordships to be- 
lieve, that this answer proceeds from the sense 
he hasof the truth of it, and not from obsti- 
nacy, or any inclination to give your lordships 
and the honourable House of Commons any un- 


mistrust of his majesty’s clemency; but if, 
upon this trial, it shall appear that he hath 
committed any act, which, in the rigour of the 
law, may be construed to amount to the crioie 


_ of high treason, he hopes the innocence of his, 


heart, and his ignorance of the law, will, by 
the power of your lordships intercession, ren- 
der him an object of his majesty’s mercy, 
which he and the rest, atthe time of surrender- 
ing themselves, were encouraged by his ma-. 
Jesty’s officers to depend upon. | 


“The said earl submits his case, thus cir- 
cumstanced, to your lordships great wisdom 
and judgment ; and humbly prays yoer lord- 

ips favourable interpretation thereof; not 
_doubting butto make his innocence appear to 
your lordships satisfaction, “Winton.” ' 


_ ~The impeached Lords condemned. 
peached lords having thus pleaded guilty,” 
says Tindal, “ the 9th of February was ap- 
Pomted for their receiving sentence.’ Upon‘ 


JG 


- 


¢ The im-- 


which they were all brought to the bar of the 
court, erected in Westminster-hall, and had 
sentence, as in case of high treason, pronounced 
against them by the lord chancellor Cowper, 
lord -high steward on that occasion. Great 
solicitatious were made with the court and with 


‘the members of both houses of parliameitt, 


in their behalf, particularly in favour of the 
earl of Derwentwater. On the 13th of Fe- | 
bruary, the countess of Nithisdale and the lord 
Nairn’s lady, watching an opportunity when 
the king went through the apartments of the 
palace, at St. James’s, behind a window curtain, 
without being presented ‘by the lord of the 
bed chamber in waiting, as usual, on a sudden 
threw themselves at the kiny’s feet, begging 
mercy for their husbands. This abrupt and 
irregular application could not but surprize the 
king, and those about him, and therefore proved, 
as ineffectual as those, which had been made 
in amore becoming and artful manner. For 
afew days after a resolution was taken in 
council, to cause the sentence passed on these 
lords to be executed ; for which purpose the 
necessary warrants and orders were, on the 
18th of February, sent, both to the heutenant 
of the Tower, and to the sherifts of the city of 
London and Middlesex. The next mornin 
the countess of Derwentwater, attended by 
her sister, and accompanied by the-dutchesses 
of Cleveland and Bolton, and several other 
ladies of the first rank, was, by the ‘dukes of 
Richmond and St. Albans, introduced into the 
king’s bed-chamber, where she bumbly _im- 
plored his clemency for her unfortunate con- 
sort: andthen withdrew. | 


wentwater receivéd no favourable answer from 
the court; for, on the 21st of February, she, 
with the ladies of some other condemned lords, 
and about 20 more of distinction, went to the. 
lobby of the House of Peers to beg their in- 
tercession: but the Lords did not then think | 


fit to take notice of their petitions. The 


next morning, the ladies in distress, with a still 
greater attendance than the day before, went 
to Westminster to petition both Houses of Par- 
liament, where by this time, not a few mem- 
bers appeared inclined to mercy. Sir Richard. 
Steele, among the rest, offered one of these pe- 
titions, and made a long speech on that sub- 
ject, and was seconded by Mr. Farrer, Mr. 
Shippen, and some others; but they were op- 
posed by all the leading members of the pre- — 
vailing side; and, though a great many who — 
used to vote with them, went over on this oc- © 
casion to the other party, yet a motion being 
made, and the question put for adjourning to 


the 1st of March, the adjournment was car- 


ried by a majority of seven voices only, 162 . 


to 155. 


“ The ladies of the condemned lords were 
more successful with the Peers than with the 
Commons. The duke of Richmond, a near re- 
lation of the earl of Derwentwater, and one of 
the lords allowed by the House to assist him, . 
could not refuse presenting a petition’ in ‘his 


“It is very probable, the countess of Der- _ 
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favour, bat at the same time he declared he 
would be against it. Theearl of Derby, out 
ef pity for the numerous family of the lord 
Nairn, charged himself with a petition in his 
behalf, as other lords did, upon the like or dif- 
ferent motives, with other petitions, The ques- 
tion being put, whether these petitions should 
be received and read, there arose a great de- 
bate, in which the lord Townshend, and several 
other lords, who upon all occasions had given 
undoubted proofs of their affection to the pre- 
sent settlement, were against it, but the earl of 
Nottingham, to their great surprise, declaring 
for it, his weight, as president ot the council, 
drew to that side several Peers; so the ques- 
tion was carried by 9 or 10 voices. After the 
reading of the petitions, the next question was, 
whether, ia the case of an impeachment, the 
king has any power to reprieve? ‘This being 
also carried inthe affirmative, the same was fol- 
lowed by 3 motion for an Address, to desire the 
king to grant a reprieve to the lords, who lay 
under sentence of death. This was opposed by 
the firmest friends of the government ; and even 
’ “an earl, who was for the two first questions, re- 
presented, ‘ That though clemency was one 
* of the brightest virtues, that adarn and sup- 
‘ port a crown; yet, in his opinion, the same 
‘ should be exercised with discretion, and only 
¢ on proper objects ;’ and therefore moved ‘ That 


©they should address the king to reprieve |° 


- -©such of the condemned lords as should de- 
‘ serve his mercy.’ This, after some further de- 
bate, was carried. - Then the ear] of Stampford 
moved, that the time of respite be left to the 
king, which was readily agreed to; and then 
the address with these amendments was carried 
by a majority of 5 voices only. To this Address 
the king answered, ‘That on this, and all 
“ other occasions, he would do what he thought 
* most consistent with the dignity of his crown, 
‘ und the safety of his people.’ 

‘‘ This wise and resolute answer proved, the 
next day, a great mortification tothe jacobite 
-and discontented party, who were extremely 
elated by the inclinations to mercy, which ap- 
peared mboth Houses, and which occasiened 
various reflections. Whatever was the secret 
spring of these inclinations, it is certain, that in 
the council, beld the same evening, about the 
execution ofthe condemned lords, there was 
a contest between the earl of- Nottingham and 
some other lords, and four days after, that 
earl was removed from being president of the 
» ‘council, the earl of Aylesford, his brother, from 
being chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster ; the 

lord Finch, son to the earl of Nottingham, 


| 


_and the lord Guernsey, his cousin german, from 

being master of the jewel office. This change, 

however sudden, was not, unforeseen by men 

pf observation; and it justified Mr. Hamp- 

den’s reflection, not many days before, in the 

' _mixed House of Commons, on.a motley or 
ministry. . 

© Pursuant to the resolution taken in the 


ayer te eg 


the next morning the earls of Derwentwater 
and Nithisdale, and the lord Kenmure ; and 
for respitiog the lord Widdrington, the earl of 
Carnwath, and the lord Nairn, till the 7th of 
March. The same evening the earl of Nithis- 
dale found means to make his escape out of 
the Tower, in a woman’s apparel brought to him _ 
by his mother, who came to, visit with some 
relations. The next morning early, three de- 
tachments of the guards took their several 
posts round the scafiuld erected on Tower Hill, 
and, a little before ten o’clock, the earl of 
Derwentwater and the lord Kenmure were 
carried in a hackney coach trom the Tower to 
the fransport Office, on Tower Ifill, where 
there was a room hung with black for their re- 
ception. From this room'to the scatfold (which 
was all covered with black) there was a passage 
or gallery raiicd in. ‘The earl of Derwentwater 
was first led to the scaffold ; and it was ob- 
served, that in his going thither, and ascending 
the steps, his countenance turned very pale, 
But, after he had been a few minutes on the 
scaffold, his behaviour appeared resolute and - ; 
sedate. Having spent some time in prayer ! 
with abook, he then addressed himself to the 
sheriff, and desired, he might have liberty to 

read a paper which he had drawn up. This re- 

quest being readily granted, he went to the 

rails of the scaffold and read what follows. 

‘ Being in a few minutcs to appear before 

‘the tribunal of God, where, though most un- 

‘ worthy, I hope to find mercy, which I have not 

‘ found from men now in power; I have endea- 

“ voured to make my peace with his divine majes- 

‘ ty, by most humbly begging pardon for all the 

‘sins of my life : and J doubt not of a merciful 

‘ forgiveness through the merits of the passion 
“and death of nay Saviour Jesus Christ; for 
‘which end I earnestly desire the prayers of all 
‘good christians. After this I am to ask pardon 

‘ of those, whom I might have scandalized by 

* pleading Guilty at my trial. Such, as were 
permitted to come to me, told me, that, hav-— 

* ing been undeniably in arms, pleading Guilty 

* was but the consequence of having submitted 
*tomerey ; and many arguments were used 

‘to prove there was nothing of moment in so - 

‘ doing ; among others, the universal practice 

‘ of signing leases, whereofthe preambles run in 

‘the name ofthe person in possession. But 

‘I am sensible, that inthis I have made bold 

‘ with loyalty, having never any other but king 

‘ James the 3d for my rightful and lawful sove- 
‘reign. Him I had an inclination to serve 
‘from my infancy, and was moved thereto by 

‘a natural love I had to his'person, knowing 

‘ him to be capable of making bis people hap- 

‘ py. ‘ And, though he had been of 4 different. 
‘religion from mine, I should have done for 
‘him all that lay in my power, as "my an- 
'*cestors have done for his predecessors, being 

_§ thereunto bound by the laws of God and man. 

‘ Wherefore, if in this affair I have acted rashly 

‘ it ou bt not to affect the innocent, I intend- ‘ 
‘ ed to wrong nobody, but to serve my king and’ - 


council, orders were dispatched for executing * country, and that without self interest ; hoping, 


| 
from being one of the lords of the treasury; 


~ 
~~ 


‘ 
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’ ved 
¢ by the example I gave, to have mduced others 


‘to their duty; and God, who sees the secrets of 
‘my heart, knows I speak trath. Some means 
* have been proposed to me for saving my life, 
“which I looked upon as inconsistent with 
‘honour and conscience, and therefore I re- 
‘jected them; for with God’s assistance, I 
‘shall prefer any death to the doing a base un- 
‘ worthy action. I only wish now, that the lay- 
¢ ing down my life might contribute to the ser- 
‘ vice of my king and country, and the re-esta- 
‘blishment of the antient and fundamental 
¢ constitution of these kingdoms; without which 
* no lasting peace or true happiness can attend 
‘them. Then [should indeed part with my 
‘ life, even witb pleasure. Asit is, I can only 
‘ pray, that these blessings may be bestowed 
‘upon my dear country; and, since I can do 
‘no more, I beseech God to accept of my life 
‘asa small sacrifice towards it.—I die a Ro- 
man Catholic. I am in perfect charity with 
‘ all the world, I thank God for it, even with 
“those of the present government, who are 
“most instrumental in my death. I freely for- 
‘give such, as ungenerotsly reported false 
‘ things of me; and I hope to be forgiven the tres- 
‘passes of my youth, by the Father of infinite 
* mercy, into whose handsI commend my soul. 
Bes ae Ja. DenwenTwaTeEr. 
P. S.. ¢ If that prince, who now governs, 
* bad given me my life, I should have thought 
* myself obliged never more to have taken up 
* arms aguinst him.’ 


‘¢ After the reading of this paper, he deliver- 
ed it to the sheriff, telling him, he might do witb 
it as he pleased ; and that he had given a copy 
of it to a friend. Then turning to the block, he 
viewed it close, and finding in it a rough place, 
that might offend his neck, he bid the execu- 
tioner cut it off ; which uncommon presence of 
mind was observed with admiration by some 
of the standers by. Having prepared himself 
for the blow, by taking off bis coat and waist- 
coat, he lay down to fit his head to the block, 
telling the executioner, that the sign he should 
give him was, * Lord Jesus receive my soul ;’ 
and, at the third time repeating it, he was to do 
his office; which he did at oue blow. It was 
reported, that the night before, the earl of Der- 
wentwater having sent for Mr. Stephen Roome, 
an undertaker tor funerals, and discoursing witb 
him about bis own, he told him, he would have 
a silver plate on his coffin, with an inscription 
Importing, * That he died a sacrifice for his 
lawful sovereign ;* but, Mr. Roume scrupling 
tocomply with it, he wasdismissed. This was 
the reasun, no hearse was provided for him at 
his execution ; so that his head was only taken 
up by one of his servants and putinto a clean 
handkerchief, and, the body being wrapped up 
an black cloth, they were both together carried 
to the Tower. | 
' “ Soon after the. lord Kenmure was brought 
to the scaffold in the same manner, accompa- 
nied by bis son, and seme friends, and attended 
by two clergymen of the charch of England. 


‘ 


He shewed a great resolution and firmness in 
his gait and countenance, though some nice ob- 
servers pretended he was not so calm within 
as the earl of Derwentwater; which however 
wascontradicted by others. On the scaffold 
he said, ‘ he had so little thoughts of dying so 
‘ soon, that he had not provided. a ae 


© that he might have died withthe more decen- 


suit, . 


‘cy ; for which be was sorry.’ He appeared very | 


sincere and fervent in his devotions, often lift. 
ing up his hands and eyes to heaven ; but (con- 
trary to what he had declared in his speech to 
the lords, when judgment was pronounced 
against him) he prayed for the Pretender, and 
repented of his having pleaded guilty. He em- 
braced and kissed very tenderly most of the 
officers and gentlemen on the scaffold, and his 
son and some friends twice or thrice. He had 
with him Mr. Roome the undertaker, who was 


to take care of his body, and a-surgeon, who 
was to direct the executioner in doing his office.’ 


Having prepared for the block, he laid down 


his head upon it, then raised it up again, still - 


continuing on his knees; gave the executioner 
some money, and told him,‘ He should give 
‘ him no sigo, but, when he laid his head down 
‘ again he might do his work as he saw good.” 
Then, having lifted up his hands in prayer a 


short time longer, he laid down bis head again, - 


which the executioner severed at two blows. 
Both the head and body were put into a coffin, 
and conveyed. in a hearse to Mr. Roome’s, 
where they were embalmed, in order to be sent 
into Scotland, and buried with his ancestors. 
He neither made nor delivered any speech oa 
the scaffold; but in a letter found after his 
execution, which be wrote to the Pretender 
(by the stiie of king James,) he declared, ‘ That 
‘he died for his faithful services to his majesty, 
‘ but hoped, the cause he died for would thrive 
‘and flourish after his death; and as he suf- 
‘fered for his service, he hoped his majesty 
‘ would provide for his wife and children, who 
‘ were in a miserable condition.’ . 
© On the 15th of March, the earl of Win- 
toun’s trial came on.* The lou 
delay, he had occasioned by petitions for time, 
upon the pretence of witaesses being on the 
road, made people expect, that a considesable 
defence could be made, and something very 

articular be urged in. his behalf, either by 
bimself or his council ; but they were surpriz- 
ed, that when he came to the bar, and the ma- 
nagers of the House of Commons had spent two 
days in. opening and inforciog the Afticles 
against bim, and replying to what svas offered, 
bis answers were su weak, -and what bis coun- 
cil had to offer so trifling, that it could not be 
called a defence. This gave some confirmation 
to what had been suggested, that he was a 
lunatic. However the lurds were unanimous 
in their judgment, and brought him in Guilty ; 
and, onthe 19th of March, judgment was pro- 


 ® For the Proceedings at large upon the Trial 
of the impeached Lords, see Cobbcit’s Siate 
Trials, 4, dD. 1716, ; 


troubleand — 


e 


- the fatal and pernicious councils given by some 


-were offended at the Preamble: And the earl 


“ing the public debts, though their true design 
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nounced against him by the lord Chancellor 
Cowper, lord High Steward upon this oc- 
casion.” 


Debate concerning the Land Taz Bill] 
February 1. The Lords having read a second 
time the Land Tax Bill, and referred it to a 
committee of the whole Llouse; some Peers 


of Abingdon therenpun mbved, That all the 
Peers in town might be summoned to attend 
that committee, which was done accordingly. 
The said Preamble was as follows: ‘‘ We your 
majesty’s most dutiful and Joyal subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in parliament as- 
sembled, having hearts filled with the. utmost 
gratitude to your majesty, for the tender con- 
cern your majesty on all occasions, expresses 
for the extraordinary burthen this unnatural 
rebellion makes necessary to be laid on your 
faithful subjects, for preserving all their rights, 
both sacred and civil; and for your majesty’s 
unprecedented goodness, in giving ap all such 
estates for the use of the public, and in ease of 
our people, as shall be forfeited by this rebel- 
ion; the raising, or the dreadful consequences 
whereof cannot, by the most implacable of 
vour majesty’s enemies, be ascribed to any one 
act done by your majesty, since your happy 
accession to the throne of your ancestors; bat 
even they will allow, that all the mischiefs, 
burthens, and calamities which shall attend 
this horrid rebellion, are, in truth, owing to 


persons in the late male-administration, when, 
under pretence of procuring peace abroad, the 

resent destructive war was projected to be 
beousht into the very bowels of our native 
country at home, when a popish army, (part of 
which God has delivered into your hands) was 
designed to be the protecter of our boly reli- 

ion; and when under the false colour of pay- 


was to deliver us bound into the power of the 
ancient enemy of these kingdoms; the same 
evil counsellors contrived unnecessarily to in- 
cuinber, for a long time to come, (if not for 
ever) several considerable branches of the pub- 
lic revenues, which, for many years past, had, 
from time to time, been useful to support the 
public expence; which revenues in former ad- 
ministrations, had been carefully reserved for 
that purpose to the end, that upon the conclu- 
sion of an happy peace, which we had then 
reason to expect, the subjects of these realms 
might have reaped the fruits of a successful, 
though expensive war. And we your majes- 
ty’s said dutiful and loyal subjects being fully 
resolved to maintain your muajesty’s just title 


to the imperial crown of these realms, against | 


| tender’s Flight out of Seotland.] Feb, 17. 
) The king weat to the House of Peers, and. gave 


ali enemies and traitors whatsoever; and for 
that end purpose to raise such supplies as are 
necessary to defray your majesty’s public ex- 
pences, have chearfully and quanimousty given 
and granted, &c.” 


A Committee appommied to taquire inte the 
Right of the Lords to alter @ Maney-Eid.] 


February 18. The lord Harcourt went early 
to the Elouse of Peers, and caused the Journals 
to be searched for precedents ef Amendments, 
made by the Lords to a Money-Bill: But few, 
if any could be found, at least since the Resto- 
ratien in 1660, from which time the Commons 
would never suffer the Lords to make altera- 
tions in bills of that nature. When the grand 
Committee was sat, several lords spoke against 
the preamble in question, as prejudging mat- 
ters of a very high and important nature, the 
cognizance and determination of which pro- 
perly belonged to the House of Peers. The 
courtiers were sensible that this objection was 
well grounded; but being unwilling, on the 
other hand, to put a stop to the bill at this 
critical juncture, an expedient was proposed, 
and admitted, viz. That they should enter ia 
their Journal a kind of Protest or a Declara- 
tion, importing in substance, “ That, although 
the Preamble to the said bill contains several 
assertions of facts different from the maver of 
the said bill, and which may possibly hereafter 
fall under the consideration of this House in 
their judicial capacity; yet nevertheless their 
lordships, being extremely sensible of the very 
great and public inconvenience which would 
ensue, if the necessary supply of money, for 
which the said bill provides, should be delayed, 
have therefore, out of zeal for his majesty’s 
service and the public good thought, fit to in- 
struct, and do hereby order, That it be an in- 
struction to the Committee of the whole House, 
to agree to the said preamble, without any 
amendment.” 


And then the following Declaration was 
agreed to by the House : oo 

‘¢ But, to prevent any ill consequences from 
such a precedent for the future, they have 
thought fit to declare solemnly, and to enter 
upon their books for a record to all posterity, 
That they will not hereafter admit, upon any 
occasion whatseever, of a proceeding so con= 
trary to the rules and methods of parliament 5 
and as to the said assertions in the preamble 
to the said bill, their lordships do farther de- 
clare, That they will not in any manner hold 
themselves concluded by any of the said asser- 
tions, in any, judicial proceeding or debate 
whatsoever; and are of opinion, that no argu- 
ment drawn from any such assertion enly, 
without due proof, ought to be of any force 
or validity upon any occasion before-men- 
tioned.” 

Ordered, That such Lords as think fit may 
sign the said Declaration in the Journal at any 
time daring this session of parliament. 


The King’s Speech relating to the Pre 


the royal assent to such bills as were ready. 
After which, the Lord Chancellor, by his mae 


j jesty’s commend, read the following Speech te 


th Houses: | | ; 
& My Lords.nnd Gentlemen, 
“I sake this oppertanity of acqosinting you, 


ELA TN ay ay, -_- = 


wae 


‘ 
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that my forces have obliged the Pretender to 


fly out of Scotland ; and he is since,as I am- 


informed, landed near Gravelines, bat I don’t 
yet know, whether any country in amity with 
us, will give him protection, after having so 
publicly invaded our kingdom. 
- The dangers to which the nation was ex- 
posed, made me determine, that neither the 
extraordinary rigour of the season, nor any 
fallacious proposal of the rebels, should divert 
me from using all possible endeavours towards 
putting a speedy and effectual end to this un- 
natural rebellion. eS 
< Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

* T must return you my thanks for the great 
progress you have made in the supplies. The 
necessary dispositions are made for raising ad- 
ditional forces: But as I shall always consult 
the ease of my people, as far as it’ is consistent 
with their own security, so I shall not.make use 
of the confidence you have placed in me, unless 
the restless malice of our enemies should make 
it necessary to go on with those levies. 

«< My Lords and Gentlemen, 


‘‘T promise myself, from the zeal and wis-. 


dom of this parliament, that the future happi- 


ness and tranquillity of my subjects, will be- 


established on a solid foundation ; and such 
mensures taken, as may deprive our enemies at 
home of the power, since that alone can de- 
prive them of the inclination, again to attempt 
the disturbance of my government. This, 
therefore, is what I think myself obliged to re- 
commend to you as a deliberation of the ut- 
most importance to the future safety, ease, and 
prosperity of my people.” 


The Lords’ Address thereon.] Feb. 20. The 
Lords waited on the King with the following 
Address: 


“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“ We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
majesty the thanks of this Huuse, for your most 
gracious speech from the throne; and to con- 
gratulate your majesty upon the success your 
forces have had, in obliging the Pretender. to 
fly out of Scotland: And, as we do not doubt 


but your majesty will use the most effectual 
means towards preventing the said Pretender’s 


finding refuge or protection in any country in 
amity with your majesty; so we do assure your 
majesty of our utmost support aud assistance, 
in shewing your just resentment against ary 
prince or'state that shall give him protection. 
Aud we take this opportunity to express the 
true. sense this House has of your majesty’s 
great. wisdom and care of your people, in hav- 
ing resolved, not only to put a speedy, but an 
effectual, end to this Rebellion, without having 
hearkened to any fallacious proposals of the 
Rebels, which could only haye tended to leave 
the seeds of future rebellions and: distractions 
in this kingdom: And we do farther humbly 
thank your majesty for your gracious intentions 
to ease your people of any burthen, as far as 


Voz. VII. 


_arms, as to force the Pretender out of 


is consistent with the public safety ; not doubt- 
ing bat, if your majesty judges it necessary, you, 
will make -use of the power already granted 

you. And we do huinbly assure your majesty, 

that nothing shall be wanting on aur’pait, to- 

wards securing, upon the most selid and lasting 

foundations, your majesty’s government, upon 

which the future happiness and tranquillity of 
these kingdoms does entirely depend.” 


The -King’s 
this Answer : 
“ My Lords, ; 

‘‘T thank you heartily for this dutiful and 
loyal Address: I will immediately order the: 
most pressing instances to be made to all 
princes and states in amity with me, in relation 
to the Pretender ; and-shall, in every thing,’ 
always consult the security and happiness of: 
my people.” oe 


The Conmons’ Address.) The Commons’ 
Address was as follows: : 

_ & Most Gracious Sovereign; 

“ We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in pare 
lament assembled, do, with hearts full of grati-+ 
tude, return your majesty our unfeigrfed thanks 
for your most gracious speech from the throne ; 
and do beg leave most heartily to congratulate 
with your majesty upon the success with which 
it has pleased Almighty God so far to bless your 
your ma- 


Answer.| The King returned. 


jesty’s dominions. . a 

“ We are willing to hope, that no prince or 
state in amity with your majesty will give re-. 
fuge, countenance, or protection, ta a person 
who, in so notorious a manner, has disturbed 
the peace of your kingdoms: But the dangers 
to which your majesty’s sacred person,-and go- 
vernment. the religion, laws, and liberties of 
our country, have been once exposed, by this 
vile attempt, would leave your Commons with- 
out excuse to those they represent, if they 
should see, with patience, the nation exposed. 
to the like hazard for the future, by the Pre- 
tender to your majesty’s crown being sheltered. 
ir your neighbourhood : We do therefore make 
it our humble request to your majesty, That 
you will use the most earnest and pressing in- 
stances with all princes and states in amity with 


your majesty, That he may not be harboured — 


in their territories: And we beg leave to give 
your majesty the strongest assurances, That. 
we will, to the utmost of our power, contribute 
whatever shall, by your majesty, be. judged ne-.. 
cessary to render those instances effectual. | 
“© The tender regard which your majesty ex- 
presses fur the ease of your people, in declining 
to put the nation to any farther expence, at 
present, for additional forces, does, if possible, . 
heighten that confidence which we so justly had . 
reposed in you: But we beseech your majesty, 
that, in settling the proportion of forces to be , 


maintained this year by sea and land, your ma- 


jesty will have such a regard to the disposition 
and preparations of our neighbours, from time | 
to time, as to provide effectually for the security 


> 
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of your kingdoms against any power that shall 
presume to countenance or abet the Pretender. 

‘© Your Commons cannot sutticiently express 
the just sense they have of your majesty’s con- 
_-guinmate wisdom, and firm resolution, not to be 
diverted or amused by any dithicuities of the 
season, or aly specious artifices, from pursuing 
the Rebels in Scotland to their several retreats ; | 
since that method alone could restore, and se- 
eure with honour, peace aud tranquillity to that 
part of your dominions. 

‘¢ it is with the utmost concern we observe, 
that the maljce and inveteracy of our enemies 
at home is so great, that they want not the in- 
elination to disturb your majesty’s government; 
— bue your faithful Commons, in duty to your 
Inajesty, and love for their country, wiil endea- 
vour to deprive them of the power, by taking 
such prudent and necessary measures, a8 may 
- most effectually secure the future safety, ease, 
aod prosperity, of your people.” 


The King’s Answer.| To which his majesty 
veturned this Auswer : 

«* Gentleinen ; 

« Tthaok you for this dutifal and affectionate 
Address : i will endeavour, by all proper 
means, to prevent the Pretender’s being suffered 
to give perpetual jealousies, by continuing in 
our neighbourhood ; and will, if the advices I 
shall receive from abroad do render it neces- 
sary, not lose any time in making such an aug- 
mentation of forces, by sea and land, as may, 
with the blessing of God, effectually answer 
your wishes to see the nation secured from any 
foreign or intestine attempt whatsoever.” 


The Commons adjourn to prevent any appli- 
cation to then in favour of the impeached Lords. | 
February 22. Several Petitions* were deliver- 
ed to the House of Commons in behalf of the 
earl of Derwentwater, lord Widdrington, earl 
of Nithisdale, earl of Carnwath, lord viscount 


* “ With a view to prevent the House heing 
troubled with any further Petitions, which it 
was determined to reject, Walpole himself pro- 
posed an adjournment to the 1st of March, as 
at was known that their execution was to take 
place before that time: the motion met with so 
strong an opposition, that it was carried only 
by a majority of seven voices. But Walpole 
proved his indignation to originate in virtuous 
and disinterested motives, when he stated to 
the House, that be bad been offered 60,000/. to 
save thé life of one sinzle person (the earl of 
Derwentwater). He also spoke, as one of the 
managers for the Commons, in the prosecution 
of the earl of Wintown, another of the rebel 
jords; and he seems in every instance to have 
urged the necessity of adoptiog severe mea- 
sures in the present alarming crisis; a mode 
of conductso opposite to the natural bias of his 
temper, which always leaned to the side of hu- 
manity, 4s proved his full conviction, that too 
much lenity shewn to persons taken in flagrant 
rebellion, would at this period have proved | 
dangerous to the state,” | Coxe’s Walpole, 


‘ 
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Kenmure, and lord Nairn, after sentence of — 


death had been past on them; nevertheless, 
though many members were inclined to mercy, 
yet upon a motion made by those of the con- 
trary opinion, who were tor having the law exe- 
cuted in its full rigour, and theretore were desir— 
ous to be rid of any farther importunities on 
tus account, the question was put, that the 
llouse should adjourn to the 1st of March, which 
was carried in the affirmative, Ly a majo- 
rity of geven voices only. 


Mr. Lechmere’s Motion fora Bill to strengthen 
the Protcstant Interest.| March 1. The Par- 
liament met according to their adjournment : 
The next day Mr. Lechmere.made a speech on 
the mal-adninisiration of the ministry during 
the last years of the late qucen, particularly 
with relation to the hardships then put on the 
Dissenters, who, he added were firm friends to 
the Protestant succession; and the visible con- 
hivance and favour shewn to the Roman Ca- 
tholics, the open and declared enemies of it, 
aud of the Jlustrious house of Hanover: and 
concluded with a motion for bringing in ‘A 
‘ Bill to strengthen the Protestant interest irr 
‘ Great Britain, hy inforcing the laws now in 
‘being against Papists.’ He was seconded by 
the lord Coningsby : and no member opposing 
the motion, the Bill was ordered to be brought 
in accordingly. ; 


Debate on the Septennial Bill* being pro osed 
inthe House of Lords.| April 10. The Duke 


* “ The rebellion was now quelled, and the 
strength of the rebels intirely broken, but the 
disaffection of the people was not yet con- 
quered. The parliament was the bulwark of 
the crown; the vigour and unanimity of the 
king’s friends, and their superiority in the 
House, was the support of the whole affair. 
But the parliament being only of three years 
continuance, by virtue of the Triennial Act, 
made in the 6th year of king’ William and 
queen Mary; all the hopes of tbe other party 
seemed to be centered in this, that the parlia- 
ment would expire; and that they should be 
able, by their influence in the country, to chuse 
a majority of their party.atthe next election ; 
or raise such a ferment at that juncture, as 
migiit make way for a successful invasion from 
ab:oad. This the persons at the helm observed 
with concern ; and therefore resolved to baffle 
these hopes of the enemies of the government, 
by prolunging the sitting of the present par- 
liament, It is said, it was first proposed only 
to suspend the triennial act for once, whereby 
this parliament would have continued three 
years beyond the time, at which it was to de- 
termine; but it was afterwards thought, that a 
bill for inlarging the time of continuance of 
parliaments in general, would be less liable to 
exceptions, The next thing that fell under 
consideration was, whether. this intended bill 
should be set on foot in the House of Lords, or 
in the Elouse of Commons? The first was 


judged the properer for sgveral reasong§, partis : 


<< —— te yee ay 


~~ 


o 
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of Devonshire made a speech. in the House of 
Lords, representing the inconveniences that at- 
tend the triennial elections of members of par- 
liament ; particularly, that they serve dnly to 
keep up party divisions, and to raise and foment 
_ feuds and animosities in private families; That 


cularly, because the court being more sure of a 
aajority in the House of Commons, if the bill 
miscarried. with the Lords, the odium of this 
project, which carried a face of uapopularity, 
would not rest upon the Commons, nor conse- 
quently prejudice fature elections.” ‘Tindal. 

_ Though the rebellion was extinguished, the 
flame of national disaffection still continued to 
rage; The severities exercised against the re- 
bels increased the general discontent : For now 
the danger was blown over their humane _pas- 
sions began to prevail. Thecourage and for- 


titude with which the condemned persons en-. 


countered the pains of death in its most dread- 
ful form, prepossessed many spectators in favour 
of the cause by which these unhappy victims 
were animated. In a word, persecution, as 
usual, extended the hercsy. The ministry, per- 
ceiving this universal dissatisfaction, and dread- 
ing the revolution of a new parliament, which 
" might wrest the power from their faction, and 


vetort upon them the violence of theirown mea- 


sures, formed a resolution equally odioas and 
effectual to establish their administration. This 
was no other thana scheme to repeal the Trien- 
fia] Act, and by a new law to extend the term 
of parliaments to seven years?” Smollett. 

‘© The ministry perceiving, and probably re- 
senting the general disconteyt and disaffection 
of the people to a government, which willingly 
concealed even from itself the desire of ven- 
geance by which it was aCtuated, uader the 
veil of loyalty and patriotism, now found or ima- 
gined the necessity of adopting a measure for 
the preservation of the public safety, which has 
been ever considered as the highest and most 
-unconstitutional exertion of parliamentary au- 
thority attempted since the zra of the revolu- 
tion; and, if we except the act of Henry 8, 
declaring the proclamations of the crown equal 
in validity td actsof parliament, and the per- 
petuity act of Charles 1, it may not be too 


much to afirm, since the first existence of par- - 


liaments. This was no other than the intro- 
duction of the famous Septennial . Bill, in the 
session of 1716, by which the parliament not 
only assumed a power of prolonging the dura- 
tion of future parliaments, but even its own; 
and being elected by the nation for three years, 
they elected themselves for four years more.” 
Belsham. a | 

— During thisinterval, the Septennial Bill was 
brought into parliament, Although Walpole was 
not able to support this measure in the House 
of Commons, yet, as it had been previously ar- 
ranged with his concurrence, and ashe also 
esa | opposed the repeal, it. has always 
been justly considered an act of his adminis- 
tration: This memorable bill, which is to be 
eonsidered as the bulwark of our civil and re- 
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besides, they occasion ruinous expences, and 
give a handle to the cabals. and intrigues of fo- 
reign princes: That therefore it was becoming 
of the wisdom of that august assembly, to apply 


‘a proper remedy to an evil which might be at- 
tended with the most dangerous consequerces, - 


\ 


ligious liberties, because it effectually supported 
the House.of Brunswick on the throne; was 
undoubtedly one of the most daring uses, or, 
according to the representations ofits oppo- 
nents, abuses of parliamentary power that 
ever was committed since the revolution; for, 
it not only lengthened the’ duration of future 
parliaments, but the members who had been 
elected only for three years, prolonged, of 
their own authority, the term of their continu- 
ance for four years more. The great body of 
the Whigs, influenced by thesé considerations, 
were, at the first proposition/averse to the mea- 
sure, and did not agree to support. it, till mae 
ture deliberation had convinced them of its 
necessity. During the debates which took place. 
on this occasion, the arguments of opposition 
and defence, were not unequal to the impor- 
tance and dignity of the subject. We, whe 
live at this distance of time, without being 
heated by the warmth of party, without suffi- 
ciently considering the temper and state of 
the nation, and without weighing the - peculiar 
circumstances which occasioned its introduc- 
tion, must confess, that in theory, the argu- 
ments of those-who opposed it, are the most 
Seopa and convincing; but if we recur to 
the events of the times, and the state of the: 
country, we must applaud the wisdom of those 
who sacrificed speculation to practice. That 
the necessity must have been great and evident, 
appears from the consideration, that it was 
supported hy men of the first rank, iadepen- 
dence, and probity in the kingdom; that iw 
the House of Lords, where it was proposed by 
\the duke of Devonshire, there were only 36 
voices against it, and that, on being sent to the 
House of Commons, there was a majority of 
264 against 121. 
be formed of the justice of the right exercised 
by parliament, in repealing the triennial act 
and substituting septennial parliaments, yet it 
can scarcely he contested, that it has in effect 
‘been highly advantageous to the well-being of 
the legistature, and tu the real interest of the 
nation. The Speaker Onslow, who was _ no ill 
judge. of parliamentary proceedings, was fre- 
quently heard to declare, that the passing of the 
Septennial Bill formed the era of the emanci- 

ation of the British Heuse of Commons from 
its former dependence on the crown and the 
House of Lords. From that period it -has 
risen in consequence and strength.” Coxe’s 
Waipole. 

«¢ This has been thought by many an uncon- 


SOE 


But whatever opinion might | 


stitutional exertion of their authority; and the © 


reason given is, that those who had:a power 
delegated to them for three years only, could 
have no right to extend that term to seven 


7 


years. Butthis has always appeared to,me te. 


a 


ized le 
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especially in the present temper of the nation, 

for though the rebellion was happily suppressed, , 
yet the spirit of 1t remained unconquered, and 

seemed only to wait for an opportunity to shew 

itself with more violence : that the election of 
a new parliament, which by the triennial act 

was not far off, being the most favourable junc- 

- ture which the disaffected could expect, he 

thought it absolutely necessary to deprive them 

of it: For which purpose, he hada Bill* to 

offer to the House, for enlarging the continuance 

of parliaments; and at the same time he moved 

it might be read. 

He was seconded by the earl of Rockingham, 
and backed by the dake of Argyle, the earl of 
Dorset, and lord Townshend, _ 

The duke of Buckingham, the lord Trevor, the 
earlsof Nottingham and Aylesford, and several 
other Peers, though they did not directly op= 

ose the bill, yet were for putting off the read- 
mg of it to another time: they did not deny, 
but that every member of that House had the 
rivilege of offering what bill he thought fit ; 
Bat that the House was likewise at liberty 


be a fallacious mode of considering the subject. 
Before the triennial act, 6 W. and M. the du- 
ration of parlmament was only lynited by the 
pleasure of death of the king: and it never 
cah be supposed that the next, or any suc- 
ceeding parliament, had not the power of re- 
pealing the triennial act ; and if that had been 
done, then, as before, they might have sat 
seventeen or seveuty years. It is certainly 
true, that the simple repeal of a former statute 
would have extended their continuance much 
beyond what was done by the Septennial act.” 
. Blackstone’s Commentaries’, vol. 2. p. 189, 
Christian’s edition. 

* After reciting the act, 6th William and 
~ Mary,for making parliaments Triennial, the pre- 
amble of the bill goes on thus, ** And whereas, 
it hath been found by experience, that the said 
clause hath proved very grievous and burthen- 
some, by occasioning much greater and more 
- continued expences, in order to elections of 
members to serve in parliament, and more vio- 
Jent and lasting heats and animosities among 
ahe subjects of this realm, than were ever 
known, before the said clause was enacted ; and 
the said: provision, if it should continue, may 
probably at this juncture, when a restless and 
Popish faction are designing and endeavouring 
to renew the rebellion within this kingdom, and 
an invasioa from abroad, be destructive to the 
peace and security of the government: Be it 
_ enacted, that this present parliament, and all 
parliaments that shall at any time hereafter be 
called, assembled or lield, shall and may re- 
Spectively bave continuance for years, 
and no longer, to be accounted from the day on 
which, by the writ of summons, this present 
parliament bath been, or any future parliaments 
shall be appointed to meet, unless this present, 
or any such parliament hereafter to be .sum- 
moned, shall be sooner dissolved by his ma- 
jesty, his heirs or successors.” | 


sy : . 
either to read it or not, as they thought con- 
venient ; and that the matter proposed, was of 
so high a nature, that it well deserved to be 


maturely weighed and considered, before there - . . 


were any debates upon it; and therefore they 


moved that the Bili might lie some days upon - 


the table, before the first reading. 

The lords who were for reading it presently 
answered them, That it was far from their 
thoughts to offer at the carrying any thing by 
surprise: that by the ordinary method of pro- 
ceeding, every memher had a suticient time to 
weigh and consider what was offered to the 
House. Then the earl of Dorset proposed, 
That after the Bill had been once read, the 
second reading should be put off to the Satur- 
day following ; to which the House agreed.* 

April 14. This Bill being, according to order, 
read a second time, the lord Cowper put the 
question, Whether it should be committed ? 
Upon which, there arose a warm debate. 


The Earl of Abingdon who spoke first against . 


the Bill, said ‘* That it was ofa very extraor- 
dinary nature, since it repealed the Triennial 
Act, which the people justly looked upon as 
the great security of their rights and liberties ; 
and thas if it passed this House, and the Com- 
mons ngreed to it, it would, on their part, be a 
breach of that trast which was reposed in them 
by those whom they represented.” 

The latter part of this assertion was denied by 


The Duke of Kingston, who urged “ That the 
business of the legislature was to rectify old 
laws, as well as to make new ones.” | 


The Earl Poulet spcke next against the Bill, 
and declared, “ That he would have been for it, 
if he thought it for the king’s service and inter- 
est; but that before they went any further in 
so important an affair, some method should be 
used to know the sentuments of the nation. His 
lordship urged, That this Bill shewed a distrust 
of the affections of the people, without which, 
no kingcan be either safe or easy: that king 
William gained the hearts of-his subjects by 
the Triennial Act; and it would look some- 
what strange, that the most popular of our laws 
should be repealed a year after the Protestant 
Succession took place. After this, he endea- 
voured to answer what was suggested in sup- 
port of this bill, viz, 1st, That frequent elec- 
tions occasion ruinous expences; 2dly, That 
they raise a gréat ferment, and foment animu- 
sities which are of the mest dangerous conse- 
quence, after the late rebellion ; and 3dly, that 
they obstruct toreign alliances. He said, That 
no stress ought to be laid on the first of those 


a See 
* « Whitehall, April 10, 1716. TheSepten- - 


nial Bill was this day brought into the Hous 
of Lords by the duke of Devonshire, seconde 
by lord Rockingham, and there appeared. but 
little spirit or power to oppose it. 
is passed, we may perhaps be able to speak in 
amore peremptory manner to France, than 


{ we have done yet.” Lord Townshend to flo~ — 
race Walpole. Coxe’s Walpole. : 


When this: 


a 


ee 
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tary : thatag to the second, he was sorry there 
had been a rebellion, but that now it was hap- 
pily suppressed : and as to the third suggestion, 
That that was of no weight with him, it being 
his opinion, that in a matter which so nearly 
concerns our Constitution, we ought to have 
regard to ourselves only, and not to foreign- 


ers; upon all which considerations, he was_ 


against the committing of this Bill.” 


The Earl of Dorset said, “ That they who now 
spoke against: this Bill, would be for it, if it 
served their turn: that the Triennial Act was a 
new law, and an alteration of the old constitu- 
tion : that the experience of twenty years having 
shewn a thousand inconveniencies that attend 
that law, they ought to apply a remedy to it: 
that the said law sowed the seeds of corruption, 
it being notorious, that great numbers of per- 
sous had no other livelihood,” than by being 


employed in bribing corporations: that we had 


. lately made a sad experience of it, since, by 


wes 


those methods, a parliament was procured by 
the last ministry, which gave sanction to most 
of their ill measures, and went near to give up 
the trade and liberties of the nation: that Tri- 
evnial elections destroy all family interest, and 
subject our excellent constitation to the ca- 
price of the multitude; and, in short, that by 
Triennial elections, we have but a Triennial 
government, which 1s little better than no go- 


vernment, at all: for which reasons he was for- 


this bill.” . 
The Lord Trevor declared, “ That he had 


no manner of prejudice to those who brought 
in the bill: that, on the contrary, he had all 
the honour and respect for that noble peer who 
offered it to the House; being satisfied, that he 
thought it to be for the interest of his king 


and country: that as for his own part, all he 


aimed at, was the preservation of our excellent 
constitution, and that the crown might sit easy 
on the king's head, and be for ever secured to 
his ruyal family, for whom he professed the 
sincerest affection: that the question now 
lying before them was, whether the law they 
were going to make, tended to the good or 
prejudice of the constitution? That he him- 
self looked upon the Triennial Act as an essen- 
tial part of our ancient constitution, according 
tc which, frequent and even annual parilia- 


> ments were to be held: that he could easily 


prove, that long parliaments were always per- 
Nicious: that when king Charles 1, had given 
up bis prerogative of dissolving parliaments, in 
1640, he gave himself up into the hands of 


traitors, and hed nothing but destruction to, 


expect from them: that after the Restoration, 
king Charles 2 found the inconveniences of a 
long parliament: that as soon as the nation 
had opportunity, by the Revolution, to assert 
their just rights and libertics, the Triennial 
Act was insisted on, and gained, at last, with a 
great deal of opposition: that there were very 


good and cogent reasons fur making this law, viz.” 


‘To support the constitution; to prevent encroach- 
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ments, either of parliaments on the crown, or 
of the crown on the rights and liberties of the: 
people; and to correct abuses and exorbi- 
tances cominitted through the ambition and 
avarice of ministers: that he would not be 
thought to reflect on the present administra- 
tion; but that in his opinion, frequent elec- 
tions were a necessary right of the subject to 
remedy abuses; that, for his own part, he had 
ever been against the bill for limiting the num-— 
ber of officers in the House of Commons; but 
if the Triennial Act were repealed, he thought 
that bill would become very necessary, because 
the long sitting of parliaments would give the 
crown both an opportunity and temptation to - 
multiply the number of. officers: that some 
reflections had been cast on the last parlia- 
ment; but that, in his opinion, that parliament 
was chosen by the same method as the pre~ 
sent was, viz. by great expences; that he 
owned this to be a great abuse; but that laws 
might be made to rectify the same: that if 
this bill passed, how could any member of the 
other House expect to preserve his interest 
with those who chose him, when this bill would 
certainly be interpreted both a violation of 
their right, and a breach of the trust reposed 
in him? 
continued themselves beyond the time ps 
which they tere chosen, they were no more 
the representatives of the people, but a House 
of their own making: that he was sorry there 
were discontents in the country; but that he. 
apprehended this Bill would rather increase. 
than abate them. He owned, that the majo- 
rity of this House of Commons were honest 
gentlemen, who had the interest of their king. 
and country at heart; but that, in his opinion, 
those who went: before them, did not come 
short of them in point of duty and affection to 
his majesty; for 1t was they who established: 
the king on his throne, and settled his revenue 
with all the cheerfulness imaginable. Con- 
cluding, that what he had suggested flowed 
from the dread of the ill consequences of ‘this. 
Bill, which might rise to such a height, as to 
render the crown uneasy to his majesty; and 
that he owed so much to the protestant suc- 
cession. that if he could believe -this hill to be 
of any service to the king and his roval family, 
he would be entirely for it ; but that as he was. 


of a quite contrary opinion; he would not | 


have a bill, obtained m the best of reigns, re- 
pealed in the first year of this protestant reign ; 
and therefore he should give his opinion against. 
committing it. 


The Lord Carteret spoke next, ‘and owned, 


‘That frequent parliaments are a great se- 


curity to the people’s rights and liberties; — 


but then he observed, that this bill was not 
against frequent sessions, but only against 
frequent elections;- that they ought ma- 
turely to weigh and consider what was sug- 
gested in the preamble to this bill, viz. That 


there is a restless popish faction designing and — 


endeavouring to renew the rebellion within. 


this kingdom. To this purpase his lordship 


That if this House of Commons { 


~ 


” 
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polserved, That of all rebellions this last was the 
miost monstrous and unnatural; for all other 
rebellions were carried on under pretences 
of liberty, whereas this last was a rebellion 
for slavery: that as to her allies abroad, 
though he could not say, that they expected 
this bill, yet it was reasonable to suppose that 
they would be glad to see it pass into a law ; 
for having found, by sad experience, that great 
changes may be made in the best concerted 
measures, by different parliaments, influenced 
by different ministries; so if they had not 
some security for the treaties his majesty was 
now entering into with them, a strong tide 
might come, upon a new election, that might 
overturp ail; that, in short, this bill would 
fix the king, and the present happy settle- 
ment, on a lasting foundation; and therefore 
be was for committing it.” 


The Duke of Buckingham stood up, and 
declared, “ That he would not be against this 
Bill, if he thoughe it for the king’s interest and 
service; but that he was afraid the crown 
would be the worse for it: that the Triennial 
Act, might, indeed be subject to some incon- 
veniences ; but that the best things are not 
exempt from them; that means should be 
found aut and pursued, to remedy those in- 
conveniencies, but instead of that, they nuw 
were going to repéal a good law, and alter the 
constitution, * Pray, my Lords,’ said his Grace, 
“ consider what you are doing! Why, tu pre- 
“vent robbing on. the high-way, you forbid 
‘travelling.’ If a man breaks his leg, shall a 
surgeon tell him he must be fluxed, and alter 
his codstitution? He owned, That there was 
a great ferment in the sation, and he was 
very sorry for it: but that he thought this 
Bill a very improper remedy for it. And he 
remembered it had been said in their Elouse, 
That it would never be well in Envgland, till 
there were annual parliaments; that king 
William, who was a wise prince, made himself 
and his people easy by the Triennial act: and 
he was afraid the Bill now in question, would 
Havé a quite contrary effect; and therefore, 
he was against it at this time, whatever he 
might be at another juncture: that, in his 
Opinion the late rebellion was not a sufficient 
reason for repealing the Triennial act; that 
the rebels were rash, inconsiderate men, twho 
either had, or were to pay dear for their 
rashness and folly ; bat that both they and their 
friends were inconsiderable: that they, per- 
haps, might whisper discontent and treason in 


. corners; but that, he hoped, it was not, nor 


ever would be in their power to do harm:”’ So 
that upon the whole matter, he was against 


the Bill. 


The Earl of Cholmondeley said, “ That he did 
not design to, compliment any one in power, 
either now or in time to come, but.that he 


_ would freely speak his sentiments, according to 
| the dictates of his reason and conscience: that 


he made no doubt, but that the legislature is 
-veated with 3 gipreme power to rectify any in 
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conveniencies to which any former law may, by 


experience, be found to be subject; and this } 


being the case of the Triennial Act,they ought to 
remedy the sane: that what had been sugvest- 
ed in felation to the long parliament in king 
Charles the IId’s reign, was, in his opinion, 
rather an argument for, than against this bill - 
for though, in that parliament, the king had 
many pensioners, who, at first, complimented 
him with money, yet, at last, when the interest 
of the nation came to be at stake, they voted 
for a war with France, and prosecuted the 
Popish Plot with the utmost vigour: tbat they 


had lately seen whit a corrupt Parhament may | 


do, and by what means such a Parliament may 
be got: and every one might guess how there 
came to be a debt of 500,000/. upon the civil 
list: that he did not mention this to irritate 
ggainst persons, but against things: that, in his 
opinion, there was no better remedy against 
corruption, than the suppressing frequent elec- 


tions; which, on the other hand, occasion last- - 


ing tcuds and animosities in families: that he 
thought this bill the more necessary, because 
our allies will thereby have a security, that they 
shall not again be left in the Jurch: and, that 
in consideration of the great benefits that will 
accrue from it, both at home and abroad, he 
was for committing it.” 


He was answered by _ 
Lord Ferrers, who principally enlarged on 


the excellency of our constitution; he took | 


notice, that the ditferent branches of the lezis- 
lature are a check to one another, which pre- 
vents exorbitance in the administration, and 
dragooning, as in Turkey, and other arbitrary 
governments ; and suggested, that the pensiona- 
ry parliament made king Charles 2 uneasy, by 
making him neglect the affections of his people ; 
and concluded, he was afraid that the repealing’ 
the Triennial Act would have the same effect 5 
and therefure he was against It, 


To this | 

The Duke of Newcastle answered, that it had 
already been rightly observed, that though the 
long parliament of king Charles 2 at first come 
plimented that prince, yet they afterwards 
vigorously opposed destructive measures, and 
insisted on a war with France. Then passing 
over less material objections, he urged, that the 
prestnt happy settlement could not be main« 
tained, without taking away the seeds of core. 
ruption: that no cause ever miscarried in so 


many instances as that of the rebels; but thae . 


notwithstanding their defeat at Preston and 
Dumbljain; their being driven out of Scot- 
land, with their king at their head ; their disap- 
pointments in other parts; and the execution 
of some of their leaders; the Jacobites were as 
insolent as ever : that this was the reason why, 
in a late debate in this House, he was against 
lenity ; and the rather, because no prince was 
ever more naturally inclined to mercy,than his 
present majesty; for no prince ever had so 
many rebels in his power, and never were so few 
punished. My lords, said be, you must now 


? 
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strengthen yourselves, and disarm your enemies, 
It is not to be doubted, but the late unnatural 
and monstrous rebellion was raised and foment- 
ed by large contributions of a restless Popish 
faction ; the same means, my lords, will be used 
to reney the rebellion, as soon as a proper 
opportunity offers. Their emissaries are busy 
every where to keep up the spirits of the people 
for a year longer, and then they hope to retrieve 
all by a new election.” He concluded, that 
though the allies would not make any thing done 
amoug us an article of their treaties, yet having 
the sad experience of being left in the lurch, 
they would certainly enter into alliances with us 
with more confidence, if they saw that our go- 
yernment was not precarious: upon all which 
eonsiderations, he declared himself in favour of 
the. bill. ; | 

The Eas of Aylesford standing up next, pro- 


_fessed, in the first place, that he did not enter- 
tain the least prejudice against this bill on ac-. 


count of those who brought itin; for when mat- 
ters of so great imporiance came under delibe- 
ration, he had no manner of regard tu &iny de- 
nomination of parties; that he had so great 
an affection for his majesty, that if he thought it 
to be anywise for his majesty’s service, he would 
readily be for it; but that, in his opinion, this 
bill was not for the service ether of the king or 
country, whose interests he looked upon as in- 
separable. He urged, among other things, that 
it was objected against the Triennial Act, that 
frequeut elections occasion ruinous expences, 
and create feuds and animosities: bat that 
these objections were not of sufficient weight 
with bim, to induce him to give his vote for re- 


_ pealing so good a law; that it could not be de- 


nied, that a great deal of money is expended 
in elections, but the candidates may chuse whe- 
ther they will spend any or ho; that it may 
likewise be: granted, that those expences lay 
the foundation of corruption, and that those 
who make them, are in hopes to get either 
places or pensions; but that, by the Trien- 
nial Act, the country has an opportunity 
to.remedy any abuses that may be com- 
mitted by any of their representatives, who, 
to make good their expences at elections, 
should yield to the temptation of a place or 
pension, to sacrifice their votes in parliament ; 
whereas, on the contrary, this bill will establish 
@ grievance and take away a remedy ; that as 
the Triennial Act ‘gained the affections of the 
people, it was to be feared that the repealing 
of it would have a contrary effect: that what 
had been suggested about foreign allies, was, in 
his opinion, no proper argument for. this bill, 
our constitution, wluch ought to be altogether 
independent on foreigners, being solely to be 
considered in this debate: as to what had been. 


“alledged concerning the disaffection of many of: 
. his majesty’s subjects; he said, he was sorry to 


bear the last parliament unjustly reflected upon, 
since no House of Commons could be more 
forward than they, in shewing their affection to 
his mngjesty; and they not only readily. settled 


hig revenue, but enacted a reward of 100,000/, 
9 
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for the apprehending of the Pretender to bis 
crown; that when his majesty came to take 
possession of his throne, he was received with 
the general acclamations of the people: that he 
would not pretend to enter into the reasons of 
the present disaffection, but yet he would vén- 
{ure to say, that it had been easy for the 
king, upon coming over, to have united 
the whole kingdom; that he wished there 
had been no mistake in those who would ap- 
pear to he the king’s best friends.’ Be that 
as it would, it was his opinion that this bill 
would not procure that good agreement be- 


tween king and country, which they who - 


brought it in seemed to have in view ; but, on 
the contrary, might end in the destruction of 
those who advised it, and prove mischievous 
both to the king and his people, as tending to 


create disunion between them: that be hoped 


the ferment was not so great as it was repre-. 
sented; and besides, no man could say, that. 
two years hence the people would be in the 
same ill humour, as they were said to be at. 
present: upon all which reason he was against 
this bill. | a 
This speech was answered by — = 
The Earl of Ilay, who begged leave to offer’. 
some, few thoyghts of his own upon the im- 
portant matter that was under consideration s 
then pursuing the chief reasons on which this. 
bill was grounded, he urged, among other 
things, that it is certain frequent elections egcar 
sion ruinous expences; and it is no less trye, 
that ruinous expences beget, of course, corrup- 
tion ; for when gentlemev have laid out their 
estates in elections, they must exert their in< 
dustry to find out some means to make them- 
selves amehds: that besides this evil, frequent 
elections are a great occasion of vice, debaucii- 
ery, and decay of trade: that notwithstanding 
whatever had been suggested against long: par- 
liaments, it was undeniable, that the constitu: 
tion was safe under a parliament of 17 years 
continuance, in king Charles 2d’s reign; that, 
on the contrary, it wes certain, that frequent 
elections occasion great heats, and even impla- 
cable feuds and divisions between father and 
son, husband and wife, brother and sister: that, 
on these occasions, when party-healths go 
round, the naming of oné general before ano- 
ther, often produces a bloody quarrel; and, 
which is far worse, the sacred name of the 
church is impiously prophaned in the streets, 


and commonly joined with’treason. After this. 


he made some remarks on our antient constitu-. 


‘tion, in relation to parliaments ; and, in par- } 


ticular, took notice of the great change which, j 
in process of time, has happened in the qualifi- 
cation of the electors, by the increase and plenty 
of silver and gold species in Europe; for forty 


shillings a year in freehold, which qualifies & ) 


man to vote in elections, was formerly as good 
as forty pounds is at present: so that formerly. 
the electors were either gentlemen or men of 


substance, whereas the majority of them are of | 


the dregs of the people, and therefore more sub- 
ject to corruption. Fromall which he inferred, 


4 
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‘ that frequent electious render our government 

- dependent on the caprice of the multitude, and 
very precarious. He also took natice, that if 
the heats. were increased since the king's acces- 
sion to the crown, it was chiefly because some 
persons, who.-had a great opinion of their own 
merit, were o0t in oflice; which gave him an 
epportunity to vindicate his majesty as.to the 
distribution of his favours, and the rewarding 
those who, in the worst of times, had sbewn 
their zeal for his succession, and, during the late 
rebellion, ventured their lives for his uajesty’s 
seryice. Upon the whole matter his lordship 
was for committing the bill. 


The Earl of Peterborough spoke next, and 
said, That whether he was in employment or 
no, he had still an entire affection for the king, 
and wished he could give his vote for this bill ; 
but that he would not be for a remedy that 
might cause a gréater evil. As to what had 
been suggested in favour of those who ventured 
their lives to serve the government, he observed, 
that men who cannot fight for a cause, cannot 
die for it. He afterwards said, That if this pre- 
sent parliament continued beyond the time for 
which they were chosen, he knew not how to 
express the manner of their existence, unless, 
begging leave ofthat venerable bench, [turning 
to the bishops] they had recourse to the distinc- 
tion used in the Athanasian creed, for they 
would neither be made nor created, but pro- 
ceeding, &c. 


_ The Earl of Nottingham spoke next on the 
same side, and said, That he was against this 
bill, because he thought it would rather exas- 
perate, than quiet the minds of the people. 
“hat this bill shewed a distrust of the affections 
of the people, and an intention of governing by 
fear, which, in his opinion, was the worst way 
of government: And God furbid his majesty 
should have no prospect of gaining the affec- 
tions of his subjects. That the king came io 


- universally beloved, and was received with the 


fous acclamations of his people : and though 
-he could not assign the true cause of the present 
dissatisfaction, yet some secret cause must have 
been given for 1t: That he hoped the people’s 
dissatisfaction was not so great as it was repre- 
sented : That the rebellion was entirely sup- 
pressed and at an end ; but if any ferment yet 


» remained, this bill was a very improper way to 


allay it, and would rather rivet the disaffected 
in their prejudices. against the government, 
than make them change their opinion; That 
one of the arguments urged for this bill, was, 
That it would encourage foreign princes. and 
states to enter into alliances with us ; but that, 
in his opinion, the same might have a contrary 
effect, for foreign potentates may be deterred 
from entering into measures with us, when the 

shall be informed, by the preainble of this bill, 
that the Popish faction is $0 dangerous, as. 
that it may be destructive to. the peace and se- 


- curity of the government: and may apprehend 


from this bill that the government is so weak, 
as to want so extraordinary a provision for its 


‘fore and since his majesty’s coming in. 


safety ; which seems to imply that the gentle- 
men of Britain are not to be trusted in a new 
election ; and that the good affections of the 
people are restrained to so small a number as 
that of which the present House of Commons 
consists. He urged, That frequent and new: 
parliaments are required by the fundamental 
constitution of the kingdom; and that the 
practice thereof for many ages was sufhcient 
evidence of this constitution. ‘That this: bill: 


was so far from preventing corruption, that» it _ 


would rather increase it; for the longer a par- | 
hament is to last, the more valuable to be pur- 
chased is a seatin it, and the greater also is the 
danger of corrupting the membersof it; That 
whatever reasons there may be to centinue this ° 
parhament for seven years, will be at least as- 
strong, and, by the conduct of the ministry, 
may be made much stronger, before the end of 
seven years, for continuing it still longer, and 
even to perpetuate it, which would be an ab- 
solute subversion of the third estate of the realm, 
He then hinted at the danger of enlarging the« 
pre ative, and instanced io the precedent of 
sing Henrv the 8th who persuaded his parlia- 
ment to give him the Abbey lands, under pre- 


tence that they would bear part of his expences, | 


which would ease them of taxes, and improve 


trade; but that soon after he demanded and 


obtained great subsidies, and made use of those 
lands, which he had so obtained, toenslave the 
nation. | | 

To this | 

The Duke of Argyle said, That he could, by 
no means, agree with the noble lord that spoke 
last, either as to the beginning or end of the re-' 
bellion : That it had been suggested, that the 
king had been received with the- general ac- 
clamations ofhis people ;_ but that it was cer- 
tain, and has since manifestly appeared,’ that 
whatever arts were used by the last ministry to 
blind and deceive the people, designs had been 
laid to bring in the Pretender long before the 
king’s happy accession to the throne :- That the - 
disappointment of these designs was entirely 
owing to Providence, for had the conspirators 
thrown off the mask sooner, and improved the 
ferment their amissaries had raised in the nation 
at theelection of the last parliament, ’tis very 
probable their wicked schemes, for setting aside 
the Protestant succession, had taken place. 
That he woudered therefore that any lord could 
he puzzled to find out the cause of the present 
disaffection ; for it was plain it proceeded from 
the false representations of things and persons 
that were industriously spread abroad, beth be- 
As 
to what had been suggested, that the rebellion 
was at anend, he observed, That the Rebels 
had only shifted their head-quariers.from Berth 


tu Paris or St. Germains, but that thei emis- - 


saries were still as busy and insoleut as ever ip 
Great Britain, and wanted only an oppostunity. 
tosenew the Rebellion, and favour au invasion, 
As to what bad been hinted, that this ‘bill 
would rivet the Jacobites in their opinions, he 


said, That wasno good argument against. it, 


Ca coal 


* upon several lords entered the 
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for he had seen some persons often shift sides, 
and change their opinions, aud be very zealous 
for both. 7 


The Earl of Nottingham taking this reflec- 
tion to himself, readily owned, That he was for’ 
some time against the abjuration oath, because 
he thought a multiplicity of oaths would make 
the nation unsafe, but that as soon as he was 
convinced of the necessity of that oath, he rea- 
dily came into it. Hereupon 


_" The Duke of Argyle said, He was sorry that 


that noble lord took to himself what he said 
only in the general. 

' The Duke of Shrewsbury and Lord Parker 
who spoke next, declared themselves, the first 
7 them for, the other against the bill: And 
then an 


Tbe Lord Cowper recapitulated the argu- 
ments that had been urged on either side ; gave 
@ genuine account of the triennial act, and by 
what means it was obtained; and vindicated 
the king and government as to the'present dis- 
satisfaction ; appealing to the Lords and Com- 
mons, whether the least provocation had been 
given, either by his majesty or his ministers ; 
and asserting, that if there was any fault qn the 
king’s side, it was too much lenity ; and that 
the only crime that could be charged on his 
ministers, was their zeal and vigilance in de- 
fence of his majesty’s person and government. 


' Then the Earl of Aylesford having answered 
part of the lord Cowper’s speech : 


The Bishop of London said, That when he 
game to the House, he knew not which way 
he should give his vote, and hoped to be guided 
and determined by what should be offered on 
both sides on this important subject : but now 
he owned he was confounded between dangers 
and inconveniencies on one side, and destruc- 
tion on the other. 


The Earl of Anglesea spoke next with a great 
deal of vehemence against the bill; and 


. The Duke of Buckingham, who had spoke be- 
fore, closed the debate with saying, ‘“‘ That he 
was for the Bill, but did not think it seasonable.” 
At length, after adebate that had lasted five 
hours, the question that the bill be committed, 
being put, it was carried in the afirmative by 
35 votes as follows: Content 77, Proxies 
19,—96. Not-content 43, Proxies 18,—61. 


_ Protest against the Septennial Bill.) And 
so the Bill was committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, for Monday the 16th: where- 

following Pro- 
“ Dissentient : 

“ 1. Because we conceive that frequent and 
new iameats are required by the funda- 
maental constitution of the kingdom, and the 
see thereof, for many ages, (which mani- 

y appears by our records) Is a sufficient 
evidence and proof of this constitution. 

' 6%, Because it ig agreed, that the House of 

Vor. VII. ay, | 
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Commons must be chosen by the people, and 
when so chosen, they are traly the represen- 
tatives of the people, which they cannot he so 
properly said to be, when continued for a longer 
time than that for which they were chosen ; 
for after that time they are chosen by the par- 
liament, and not by the people, who are there- 
by deprived of the only remedy which they 
have against those who either do not understand 
or through corruption do wilfully betray the 
trust reposed in them; which remedy is to 
chuse better men in their places. ) 
$3, Because the reasons given for-this bill, we 
conceive, were not sufficient to induce us to 
pass it, in subversion of so essential a part of 
our constitution, 1. Foras to the argument 
that this will encourage the princes and states 
of Europe to enter into alliance with us, we 
have not heard any one wminister assert, that 
any one prince or state has asked, or so much 
as insinuated, that they wished such an altera- 
tion. Nor is it reasonable to imagine it : for it *: 
cannot be expected that any prince orstate can 
rely upon a people to defend their liberties and 
interests, who shall be thought to have given up 
so great a part of their own; nor can it be 
prudent for them to wish such an experiment 
to be made, after the experience that Europe 
has had of the great things this nation has done 
for them, under the constitution which is te be 
altered by this bill... But on the other hand, 
they may be deterred from entering into mea- 
sures with us, when they shall be informed by 
the preamble of this bill, that the popish faction 
is so dangerous, as that it may be destructive 
to the peace and security of the government ; 
and may apprehend from this bill, that the go- 
vernment is so weak, as to want so extraordi- 
nary a provision for its safety; which seems to 
imply, that the gentlemen of Britain are not to 
be trusted or relied upon ; and that the good 
affections ef the people are restrained to so 
smalla number, as that of which the present 
House of Commons consists. 2. We conceive 
that this billis so far from preventing expences 
and corruptions, that it will rather increase 
them ; for the longer a parliament is to last 
the more valuable to be purchased is a station 
in it, and the greater also is the danger of cor-~ 
rupting the members of it: For if ever there 
should be a ministry, who shall want a parlia- 
ment to screen them from the just .resentment 
of the people, or from a discovery of their ill 
practices to the king, who cannot otherwise, 
or so truly be informed of them, as by a free 
parliament, it is so much the interest of such g 
ministry to influence the elections, (which, by 
their authority, and the disposal of the public 
money, they, of all others, have the best means 
of doing) that it is to be feared they will be ~ 
tempted, and not fail to make use of them; — 
and even when the members are chosen, they 
have a greater opportunity of inducing very. 
many to comply with them than they could have 
if not only the sessions of parliament but pare. 
liament itself, were reduced to the ancient 
and primitive constitution and practice of 
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inst 36: bat 24° Lords protested | 
p- | against #, vw, rere Ona a Trevor, 
ae ; 


frequent: and new partiaments;: for as a good 
spinisgry: will neither practise nor need corra 
tion, so it cannot be any lord's intention to 
provide for the security of a bad one. 

_ “4, We conceive that whatever reasons may 
induce the Lords to pass this bill to eontinue 


Pe eat 


” + this parliament for seven - years, will at least 


, be as strung, and may, by the condact of the 

) Ministry, be made much stronger before the 

i end of seven years, for continuing it still longer, 

? and even to perpetwate it, which would be an 

j express and absolute subversion of the third es- 

? tate. of the realm. (Signed.) Somerset, Shrews- 
bury, Anglesey, Osborne, Compton, Bristol, 
Tadcaster, Nottingham, Abingdon, Guilford, 
Aylesford, Foley, Ashburnitam, Mansel, Gower, 
Bathurst, Weston, Bruce, Willoughby de Broke, 
Powlet, Dartmouth, Bingley, Strafford, Trevor, 
Montjoy, Northampton, Fr. Roffen, P. Hereford, 
Fr. Cestriens. Salisbury.” 


_ The Septennial Bill passes the Lords.] April 
16. The House of Lords in a committee of the 
whole Huuse, considered of the said bill, and 
most of the Peers who bad spoken before, made 
speeches for or against it. 


The Bishop of Rochester,: who had not yet 
spokes on this subject, said, “ That if this bill 
were never so good id itself, it was very unsea- 
sonable, because very unpopular, and altogether 
useless, the rebellion: being crushed, and the 
power of France not be feared ; now especially, 
when we have a glorious standing ammy, and a 
ministry that knows how effectually to engage 
the affections of the people.” 


‘The Committee having gone through the 
bill, and ordered the blank before the word 
“ years’ to be filled up with the word Seven, the 
question was put, whether the same should be 
reported, in order to be engrossed, which was 
carried in the affirmative by 74 voices against 


~ 
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April 17. The bill was reported, and, without 
dividing, ordered te be engrossed ; and being 
read the third time on the 18th of April, there 
arose a debate that lasted about two hours. 
Near one half of that time was taken up by 


_ The Earl of Nottingham, who, among other 
_ things, demonstrated, “ That counsels for en- 

larging the prerogative, had ever been pernici- 
ousto thecrown.” To this 


The Duke of Argyle said, “ That not being so 
well read in histary as that noble lord, he wpuld 
confine bimself to what had happened in his 
own time; ‘and that he had observed that his 

‘lordship had by turns opposed all that had been 
offered, either for the interest of the crown, 
or the liberties of the people,. of which he 
might easily produce several instances ; addin 
he did not wonder there appearcd already so 
much joy among a certain party, over a repent- 
Ingsinner.” : - 
i Upon the whole matter, the question being 
{ put, Whether this bill shall pass? it was car- 


| Med in the affirmative, by a majority of 69 


voices | 


Mansel, Gower, Willoughby Broke, Bruee, 
Tadcaster, Berkshire, Nottingham, Northatip 
ton, Fr. Cestriens, Ashburnham, Dartmouth, 
Powlet, Foley, Angles¢y, Strafford, ‘Bingly, Fr. 
Roffen. Guilford, Abingdon, Shrewsbary, Cars 
digan. ‘ i ee 
The Septennial Bill sent downto the Commons.] 
April 19. The Lords having sent’ Mr. Justice 
Tracy and Mr, Justice Dormer to acquaint the 
Commons, that they had’ passed a bill intituled, 
‘An Act for enlarging the time of continuance 


‘ of Parliaments, appointed by an Act madé in ~ 


‘ the 6th year of king William and queen Mary,” 
to which they desired their concurrence ; ; 


The Lord Guernsey immediately moved, to 


reject the bill, without reading it: but because 
that weuld have been an unprecedented method 
of proceeding, the House would not agree to it, 
but read the bill the first time, ene 
Upon the question for a second reading, 
there arose a debate, of which the most re- 
markable passage was, that an eminent mem- 
ber, who had been, in the most difficult times, 
very zealous for the protestant succession, spoke 
agian the bill, and, among other things sug- 
gested, ‘* That it was an imposition of the Lords 
to take wpon them to direct the Commons in 
matter, which solely concerns them,.as guardian 
of the rights and liberties of the people.”. He 
was seconded by Mr, Shippen; but the lord 
Coningsby made them sensible, ‘* That their ob- 
Jection was altogether groundless, and the result 
of their want, either of experience or memory. ; 
for, had they, like himself, been members. of 
that House, when the triennial act was made, 
they might have remembered, that the same 
was begun in the House of Lords,* who as 
part of the legislature, are no less guardians of 
the liberties of the subject, than the Commons. 
themselves.” Mr. Fuller and the lord Guernsey 
spoke afterwards.against the bill? but were an- 
swered by the lord Stanhope, eldest son to the 
earl of Chesterfield; and a second reading was 
at last carried by a majority of 276 against 156, 
Six Petitions against the Septennial Bill.} 
April 24. The following Petitions against the 
Septennml Billt were presented and ordered 
toheuponthe table. | _e | 


* See vol. 5, p. 754. eg 

+ “ Since your brother’s happy recovery from 
his late violent illness, the whole discourse of 
the town and even the country too, turns upon 
the repealing the Triennial and enacting a Sep- 
tennial bill in its stead. No motion was at first 
treated with more‘coldness, the politicians of the 
Grecian and the neighbouring coffee-houses 


8) | fired with uncommon warmth, bellowed: aloud 


against it, but time and goud arguments make 
them espouse the quite contrary opinion ; you 
may depend on it, this bill, in spite of all the 
drunken mercenary borough’s letters, petitions, 
and remonstrances will be carried through the 
House of Commons by a considerable majo- 


mr. 


_ all its parts without any alteration; that being 
_ofthe greatest consequence to secure our liber- 
ties, properties, and holy religion, ta us, and to 


yaluabie privileges, we elected our last mem- 


’ 


® 
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L.A Petition from the borough and town 
of Marlborough, in Wilts, setting forth, « That 
whereas, by. our. ancient constitution, it, has 
beea esteemed our greatest security to preserve 
our liberties to.have frequent and. short parlia- 
ments ;..agd as we bear. there is a Bill now de- 
peoding inthis House to prolong this parlia- 
ment: and praying, That it may notpass; but 
that the Triennial act may be. preserved intire in 


our posterity,” er ae ee | 

2. A Petition from the ancient borough of 
Midhurst, setting forth, “ That whereas, by our 
ancient constitution, it hath been esteemed 
our greatest security to preserve our liberties to 
have frequent and short parliaments ; and, as 
we hear, there is a bill now depending in this 
House to prolong this parliament: and praying, 
That jt may not pass ; but that the Triennial 
act may be prescrved intire in all its parts, 
without any alteration ; that being the greatest 
balwark to secure our liberties, properties, 


and holy religion, to us, and to oar posterity.” 


‘8. A Petition ‘from the town and port of 
Hasting, setting forth, “That, by the laws 
and constitution of this kingdom, no parlia- 
ment is to continue longer than three years; 
and, under the protection of that law, which 
we look upon as one of our. greatest and most 


ers of parliament, and thought proper to en- 


trast them, for three years, as our representa- | 
tives, if his majesty thought proper to continue’ 


them so long: that hearing a bill is prepared, 
and now depending before the House of Peers, 
for altering the laws now in being relating to 
parliaments; aad for continuing this present 
parliament for a longer time; and praying to 
take the same into consideration, and prevent 
the said Bill passing into a law; for we cannot 
but took upon it as overturning our present 
constitution, and an iffringement of our li- 
berties by making represeotatives for us for a 
longer time than we entrusted them.” 

. A Petition from the corporation of Cam- 
bridge, setting forth, “ That, by the ancient 
constituuion of this kingdom, the frequent 


- galling of new parliaments has always been 
used, and esteemed a security to the crown, | 
and also to the liberties of the people of this 


realm: that, by several statutes, and particu- 
larly by one, made in the reign of our late 
sovereign king William the Third, it is pro- 
vided, That no parliament shall continue 
longer thag three years; and hearing that a 


. bill is coming from the House of Lords to con- 
‘tiaue this parliament for a longer time than is 


vaty.. Lechmere, who always damns every thing 
that does not originally come from himself, wiil 


tle it against the court.to the last ; next. 


Tuesday the grand debate will be, at which time 
I design to be present, to enable me the better 
to give you an account of it.” -Mr, Moyle to 


‘Horace Walpole. Coxe’s Walpole. 


‘tary Stanhope, Mr. Aislabie. 


allowed: by the said laws: and praying, that 
the said Jaws now in being: may be. continued, 
that the petitioners may have frequent oppor- 


, tunities of shewing their.duty and affection to 


his majesty king George,:and: the: happy estab- 


. isbment in church and.state,. by their constant 


electing of members so inclined.” |. 

5. A Petition: from the borough of Abing- 
don,. setting forth, “That the. most valuable 
privilege we enjay is, that of being represented 
in parliament ;. so: we cannet but be very much 
alarmed when any infringement jis like to be 
made on that privilege: we are now so happy 
as to finda gentlemao who truly represents us as 
we would be represented ; but, as we cannot be 
sure that thia will always. be the.case, and if 
we should ever be so unfortunate as to mistake 
in our-choice, beipg allowed bus.one represen- 
tative, nothing. could make that misfortune 
tolerable to us, but the. comfort that.he could 
not abuse the trust we reposed in him for 
longer than three years: and praying, That | 
this House will not be wanting in their en- 
deavours to preserve, as well to us as our 
fellow-subjects, that liberty, which alone can 
preserve the freedom of parliaments, and give 
them che opportunity of laying the true. sense 
of the kingdem before his majesty, and of 


calling evil ministers to account; and which 


will give ws the more frequent occasions of 
exertipg our zeal for the security of the pre- 
rogative of the crown, and the liberties of the 
eubject.” 3 = i 

6. A Petition from the borough of New- 
castle under Line, io the county of Stafford, 
setting forth, ‘‘ That whereas, by the constitu- 


tion of this kingdom, no parliament is to cune 


tinue longer than three years; under the pro- 
tection of which law we have chosen our re- 
presentatives whom we thought fit to entrust 
for three years, if his majesty should thiuk Gt 
to continue. this parliament so long: and 
having heard, that a bill is prepared tp con- 
tinue this parliament for a longer time; we 
humbly hope, that oo such hill may pass; 
which we cannot but look upon as overturning 
our present constitution, and an infringement 
of our liberties: and praying, that their liber- 
ties and privileges may be. preserved and cons 
tinued.to them.” = = 7, 
Debate on the Septennial Bill in the Cam- 
mons.} Then the Bill was read the second time; — 
anda inotion being made, and the question 
put, That it be committed, there arose a warm 
debate, that lasted from two in the afternoon 
untill near eleven at night. The speakeis for 


the hill were, Mr. Lvddal, Mr. Trevaman, Mr. 


Molineaux, ‘Sir John Brownlow, Mr. Hamp- 


den, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Joho Smith, Lord 


Stanhope, Mr. Young, Mr. Craigys, Lord Con- 
ingsby, Mr. Giles Erle, Sir Richard Steele, 

r. Nevile, Sir ‘Charles Turner, Sir William 
Thomson, Sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Secre- 
The speakers | 
against the bill were, Mr, Rotert Heysham, 


Mr. Snell, Mr..Shippen, Lord Paget, Mr. 
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Wykes, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Jefferies, Sir 
Thomas Cross, Sir William Whitlock, Mr. 
William Bromley, Mr. Archer, Lord Guernsey, 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, General Ross, Sir Robert 
Raymond, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Walter Chetwynd, Mr. Lechmere. ° 


" Mr. Lyddal, who opened the debate, spoke 
as follows: - = 

Mr. Speaker; You have now under your 
consideration a matter of ag great weight and 
importance, as, I believe, ever came before 


_any parliament; for where the mghts and li- 


berties of the subject appear to be concerned, 
then certainly it 18 fit to proceed with the 
‘utmost caution and regard. The Triennial 


act was, no doubt, originally intended as a 


barrier and defence of those rights and liber- 
ties, against any oppressive or arbitrary inva- 
sions of the crown: and though we are so 
happy as to have a good prince now upon the 
throne, who is ‘likely to be succeeded by one 
equally so, yet such great blessings were never 
entailed upon a people. Nobody can be more 
for supporting the just prerogative, than I am, 
because I always take it to be a power of 
doing good: and therefore, if upon the 
strictest examination I could find, that what 
is at present proposed, would throw the ba- 
lance ef power too much on the side of the 
crown, I should then think it uot only hurtful 


-and dangerous to the public, but fatal and 


destructive to the constitution. In order to 
euter farther into this subject, it is proper to 
look back from whence a, bill of this kind first 
took its rise, In the year 1640 a bill for 
Trievuia: parliaments*, or that which was very 
like il, was passed; but with a clause in it, of 
a hard and compulsory nature, derogatory to 
the crown, and, indeed, unreasonable in itself, 
with meny other disagreeable circumstances, 
{tis well known what was the consequence of 
those unhappy differences, between the king 
and his people. After the Restoration, in the 
16th of king Charles the Second, this act, 
which immediately preceded along and bloody 
Civil war, was repealed by another act, the 
Freamble of which is very remarkable;+ and 
thus thirgs remained untill some time after the 
ttevolution, when king William was prevailed 
upon to pass this now, I hope, dying law. 
I am sure nothing could prevail with me 
either to enlarge or alter this act, were I not 
convinced by comparing the arguments on 


both sides, that the not doing of it is liable to 


nore inconvenience fand danger. If you do. 
it, you eltectually streagthcu the hands of she 
king; settle and maiutain the Protestant suc-. 
cession by destroying the vain hopes of -all its 
enemies, both at home and abroad. You en- 
courage your allies to join with you, nay, and 


to depend that what shall bereafter be stipu-- 


lated and agreed upon, will. be punctually per- 
formed. This exp-riment may, perbaps, at 
Nr rg 


* See vol, %, p. 702.. 
t See vol. 4, page 292, 


first disquiet the minds of the people: espe- 
cially when they are exasperated by all the 


endeavours of men averse and disaffected to . - 


the government. However, a little time will 
shew, that it will entirely break our parties and 
divisions, and by that means Jay a firm and 
solid foundation for the future tranquillity and 


happiness of this kingdom. Besides, if this 


opportunity be lost, you may possibly never 
have another, at least so good a one, not only 
to conquer but even to eradicate that spirit of 
Jacobitism, which has long dwelt among us, 
and has more than once brought this natien to 


the very brink of ruin and destruction. Since . 


therefore, with much danger and difficulty, we 
have at last secured _our religion, laws, and 
liberties, when all was at stake, from the 
treachery of the late ministry, the unaccount- 
able proceedings of the last triennial parlia- 
ment, why should you run the risk of having a 


new one so soon, first chosen by French _ 


money, and then voting by French directions ? 
Since the king and his parliament exert their 
united power for the youd of the public, and 
to retrieve the honour of the nation, why 
should they not continue longer together, that 
they may finish what they have so unanimously 
and so bappily begun? Upon the whole, Sir, 
the electors aud people of all the boroughs m 
England having been, for several years past, 
both bribed and preached into the. Pre- 


tender’s interest, and a dislike of the Protes-__ 


tant succession, it becomes rather necessity 
than choice to apply an extraordinary remedy 
to an extraordinary disease; therefore I shall 
give you no farther trouble, but make you a 
very short motion, which is, That this bill be. 
committed. | 


Mr. Shippen® spoke against the bill as fol- 
lows : 
Mr. Speaker; I know my duty to this 
House, and the consequence of any unguarded 


* «¢ T love to pour out all myself, as plain : 
“¢ As downright Shippen, or asold Montagne.”- 

| Pope, 
The noblest testimony to the character 
of Shippen was given by sir Robert Wal- 


pole, when he declared, which he repeatedly” 
did, “ That he would not say who was : 


corrupted, but he would say who was not: 
corruptible ; that man was Shippen.” Coxe’s 
Memui?s of sir Robert Walpole. 


“ He was consistent in conduct, open and 


frank in his opposition to the existing govern- 


ment, and of inflexible honesty and integrity 3° 


but he was known to be disaffected to the protes~ 
tant succession, and indeed never hesitated to’ 
avow his sentiments. This may account for 
Pope’s panegyric, but it makes sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s testimony to bis character more manly.”. 


Pope’s Works, vol. 4, p. 80. Bowles’s edit.. 


1806. 
.A ‘more particular account of him from 
Coxe’s Memoirs may not be unacceptable ; 
‘He was born 1672, and was ‘educated at 


~ 
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expressions bétter than to gay, that by any bills 
we have already passed, we have made so wide 
agap in the’constitation, that the force of 
the faw is in a manner destroyed ; or that, 
by any thing we have done, we have paved the 
wayto-a despotic and military government, 
the greatest calamity that can befal a free- 
born people. Such reflections may come from 
persons withoat dours, whe, though they may 
with justice complain when their liberties are 
invaded, yet cannot always enter into the 
depth and wisdom of our. counsels, and are 
too apt to censure what they do not understand. 
No member can regularly arraign any bills the 
same session they have obtained the force and 
sanction of laws. But this bill, though it 


hath already got through the most difficult 


part of its passage, and though it will in all 
probability he the next law that shall be made, 
is yet unpassed, is yet before us for our con- 
sideration, and we have a right to treat it with 
freedom ; Freedom of speech, I presume, will 
not only be allowed, but is expected on this 
erence Seg PARED DS PERE NS DI T IPED OES ET SEO LEE OSI SS EEE TESTED 
Stockport school. He was first elected mem- 
ber of parliament in 1707 for Bramber in 
Sussex; and in 1714 he was elected for New- 
ton in Lancashire, which place he represented 
till his death. His paternal estate was not 
more than 4007. per annum ;.but he obtained 
a large fortune, 70,000/. by his wife, daughter 
and co-heiress of sir Richard Stote, knight, of 
Northumberland, by whom he left no children : 
his mode of living was simple and frugal. He 
kept up a constant correspondence with Atter- 


bury, during his exile ; and William Morrice: 


mentions him in one of his letters, as a person 
who continued fixed to his principles, or, as he 
expresses himself, as honest as ever. He 
seems to have had no country residence, except 
a hired house on Richmond-hill, but made ex- 
cursions iasummer to his wife’s relations in 
Northumberland. His usual place of abode 
was London; in the latter period of his 
life in Norfolk street, and his house was 
the rendezvous for persons of rank, learning, 
_ and abilities; his manner was pleasing and 
' dignified, and bis conversation was replete 
with vivacity and wit. 

““Shippen and sir Robert Walpole bad al- 
ways @ personal regard for each other. He 
“ was frequently heard to say, Robin and I are 
two honest men. He is for king George and I 
fur king James: but those men with long cra- 
vats (meaning Sandys, sir John Rushout, Gib- 
bon, aod others) only desire places, either 
under king George or king James. 

“ By the accounts of those who had heard him 
in the House of Commons, his manner was 
highly energetic and spirited, as to sentiment 
and expression: but he generally spoke in a. 
low tone of voice, with too great rapidity, and 
held his glove before his mouth. His speeches 
usually contained some pointed period, which 
peculiarly applied to the subject in debate, and 
which he uttered with great animation.” 
Coxe’s Memoirs of sir R, Walpole, vol, 3, p. 206. 
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occasion. Fhope therefore; as the business of. 
this day hath: raised an universal expectation 
throughout the kingdom, so gentlemen who are - 
‘more able, (noue is more willing than myself) 
;will appear with resolution and ‘spirit in this 
important debate ; in this, perhaps, our jast— 
struggle for the liberties of those we represent. 


I thiok, then, all the arguments which have 
been used for this bill, are grounded on mere 


surmises and imaginations only; are either 
trifling in themselves, or dangerous in their 
consequence. One main reason urged, both } 


in the preamble of the bill, and im the 


debates of the gentlemen who are for it, 


is this; That ‘the disaffections of the people 
areso great, and the enemies of the govern- 
ment both at home and abroad so watchful, 
that 1iew elections will occasion new riots, 
rekindle the rebellion, and be destructive to 
the pence and security of the government, 
which will all be prevented by continuing this 


good parliament, and making the time of its 


dissolution uncertain, 

If this argument be applied to the ministry, 
I can only answer, that it is no concern ofours 
whether they have rendered themselves odious 
tothe people, or not. They are more pro- 
perly the object of our jealousy, thaa of our 
care. They may he destroyed, and the go- 


is Pee 


vernment subsist. But if it be applied to 


his majesty, as it must be to make it any in- 


ducement to pas8 this hill, I will venture to’ 


say, that none of those, who are called ene- 


mies to the government, and abettors of the | 


rebellion, could have offered an argument so 
2s ela to his majesty’s honour, For with 
what face cin any good subject insinuate, that 
in the infancy of his reign he hath deprived 
himself of the love and affection of a people, 
who so lately received him with the utmost ex~- 
pressions of joy? What an unjust idea must 
this give of his most mild and gracious govern- 
ment ? But the assertion 13 the more injurious, 
because it is entirely groundless. For when 
these pretended disaffections were at the high- 
est, it appeared how impotent they were, how 
far from being universal, by the easy and sud- 
den suppression of the rebellion: and by con- 
sequence how absolately his majesty reigned in 
the hearts of his subjects. Now the rebellion 
is suppressed, if there should be any remains of 
those who are ill disposed, the fate of their 
friends, whilst the terror of it is fresh in their 
minds, will restrain them from any future at- 
tempt. Besides, the hands of the government 
are strengthened. The Habeas Corpus act is 


not only now, but may be again suspended: 


You have a numerous standing army distributed 
through the kingdom, to controul and awe ua- 
ruly spirits. But suppose the disaffections of 
the people to be as great, suppose the faction, 
spoke of in the preamble, to be as restless and 
designing, as is affirmed; is this the way to 
extinguish animosities, to heal divisions, and 
to reconcile parties? No, Sir, it will rather 
create discontents, where there are none ale 
ready; It will rather give occasion to those 


that are disaffected, to rail at your proceedings ; 
to say, that your actiods are such that 


' you dare not venture on new elections: and 


who knows what such suggestions may pro- 
duce? It is possible when the three years 
for which you are now chosen, shall ex- 
pire, they may insist, that they are unrepre- 
sented in parliament; and this will be a 
better handle, a more plausible foundation 
for the faction to work upon, than they could 
have at the time of a regular election. Now, 
if the continuance of, this parliament be in- 
tended only to calm men’s miuds, and that 


_ it is hoped this storm may by degrees subside, 


gentlemen will be pleased to consider, that 
we are but alitcdle above a year old, though we 
have done so many great and glorious things, and 
that there will be no necessity, as the law 
stands, of a dissolution this year and half: and 
that nobody can imagine discontents will last 
so long under so wise, so unerring, so pacific 
an administration, as‘we now enjoy. 

Another reason insisted on 1s, That asthe 
continuance of this parliament may prevent 
comiotivns at home, so it may hinder any in- 
vasion from abroad, by encquraging oor an- 
cient allies to enter into new treaties with us, 
which they will not otherwise do. This is a 
secret which, in my bumble opinion, ought not 


, to have been revealed ; this is an argument highly 


improper to be urged in a British parliament, 
for it supposes, that our allies prescribe to our 
counsels, and that they expect we should alter 
the present frame of our constitution, before they 
will favour us with their friendships; which is a 
thought not to be endured in this place, where 
so many millions have been raised for their 
service, and must move the indignation of every 
Englishman, especially if. it comes from any 
state that first received its being, and after- 
wards its protection, from England. I hope 
never to see this nation brought so low, that 
the crown shall be directed, as was once at- 
tempted, when to remove or keep its ministers, 


when to dissolve or continue its parliaments. 


Sir, his majesty, as king of Great Britain, is the 
arbiter of Europe, and may dictate to other 
nations. They will, for their own sakes, court 
his friendship ; they have always found their 
account in being allies to the crown he wears. 
The British treasure and the British armies, 


. have made them triumph over their enemies, 


and establish the balance they wanted. It is 


farther said, that by this bill you will restore the 


prerogative to part of its power, which is cramped 
by the Trienmial Act.. Now, if this bill is to 
be understood to relate to alliances, it weak- 
ens and not strengthens the prerogative. For 
it is an insinuation, that the people have some- 
thing todo in making treaties, which must ever 


be denied by the friends of the crown, where 


the sole undisputed right is lodged by the con- 
stitution of this kingdom. Besides, if that was 
any consideration here, this argument is also 
a reflection on the present ministry, who are to 
have the fionour to advise his majesty in an 


_ alliances he shall think fit to make ; for it hat 
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an appearance, as jf they durst not look a.new 
parliament in the face; or, as if by some.dee 
merit or other, they should not continue in. 
their posts, without the help of this bill, long 
enough to assist in supporting those alliances 
when made. It is true, we have had of late a 
sort of Triennial ministers, as well as parlia- 
ments. But we are to hope, that the present. 
set of ministers, who so far surpassed all their 
predecessors in wisdom and virtue, will behave. 
so well, as to deserve the continuance of his 
majesty’s favour, and the kingdom's approha- 
tion, Their friends ought therefore rather to re- 
ject, than to inforce this argument, as reflecting 
on them, and groundless in itself. 

There is another reason, drawn from the. 
great aud continued expences occasioned by 
frequent elections, which isso weak, that it 
scarce deserves to be taken notice of. For 
every gentleman is a judge ofhis own circume. 
stances, whether he will or can be at the ne- 
cessary expences of an election: corrupt ones 
are not to be supposed, especially in this House, 
which, all the world kiows, was chosen without 
the least corruption, without the least vialence, 
without the least improper influence whate 
soever, | 


As to what issaid, That frequent parliaments _ 


are the cause of obstructing justice, and biader 
candidates from being impartial in the distri-. 
bution of it; it is equally trifliug with the rea- 
son last mentioned ; and, if any, is an argument, 
only for making parliaments perpetual. For 
he who will bea great deal biassed by his hopes 
of securing his seatin a Triennial Parliament 
will, by the same principle, be a little warped 
by his expectation of sitting. in a Septennial 
one; and he ought in neither case to be a 


member of this House; for nothing can effec- | 


tually cure sach a disposition ; it will never be 
able to resist greater temptations, and cour¢- 
‘preferments. , 
These are the chief arguments for passing, 
this bill; and I humbly conceive they now ape. 
pear to be of no great weight; but the rea-. 
sons for Jetting the law stand as it does, are 
such as, in my Opinion, cannot receive an, an- 
swer. | 
First, If there were not abundance of other. 
arguments against this bill, the manner of its. 
coming hither, is a sufficient objection to it,. 
It is sent from the Lords, and gs it chiefly re~ 
lates to ourselves, I shall apprehend it incon- 
sistent with our honour to receive it. We 
ought to imitate the spirit which our predeces- 
sors ever shewed in. resisting all attempts of 
this kind, all appearances of innovation .by the 
Lords. Our predecessors were so very jealous 
of their privileges, that they. never. failed to 
‘exert themselves, even on the smallest and 
most minute occasions. Shall we then! shall 
this glorious House of Commons be so, far froma , 
doing that, as humbly to take-a new. model of 
our constitution from them? Surely.we shall. 
not sit tame, and acquiesce meanly, when they 


think fit to strike at the foundations of this — 
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. Bat if any here could be inclinable to receive 
the dictates of the Lords, or to speak out, the 
dictates of the ministry, 1 humbly apprehend 
it isnot: in ovr power to consent to this bill. 
For I cannot conceive, by any rule of reason 
or law, that we, who are only representatives, 
can enlarge to our own advantage the authority 
delegated‘to us; or that by virtue of that au- 
thority, we can destroy the fundamental rights 
ef our constituents. I know indeed, that the 
notion of the radical power of the people hath 
been extended to a degree of extravagance and 
absurdity, which I would never be supposed to 
contend for. But it is self-evident, that this 

ower with relation to the part we beur in the 
lesslatare, is absolutely, is solely in the elec- 
You have no legislative capacity, but 
what-you derive from them. You were chosen 


‘* under the Triennial Act, and could only be 


Hy 
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‘' chosen for three years, unless they could con- 


vey more to others, than they bad in them- 
seives; unless they could give us a longer term 


; to represent them, than they could claim at 
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the time of their choice to be represented. 
Qor trust therefore is a Triennial trust; and 
if we endeavour to continue it beyond its legal 
duration, from that instant we cease to be the 
trustees of the people, and are our own elec-. 
tors; from that instant we act by an assumed 
power, and erect a new constitution. If we 
could dissolve or alter the form of any one part 
of the legislature, why not of the whole? And 
that is a doctrine I presume will not be ad- 
vanced here; I amsure it will never be allowed 
in any other place. 
unacceptable way of speaking, to dispute the 
power-of those to whom one speaks; and it 
may be thought a presumption if [ should affirm 
in this present parliament, which hath given 
so many proofs of its omnipotence, that even 
the whole legislature cannot do every thing. I 
must however always be of opinion, that though 
it Is‘areceived maxim in civil science, that the 
supreme legislature cannot be bound ; yeg an 
implied exception must be understood, viz. 
that it-is restrained from subverting the found- 
ations on which it stands; and that it ought 
not, on any pretence whatsoever, to touch or 
alter those laws, which are so far admitted into 
the constitution, as to become essential parts of 
at. 
this hill, because it would be an infraction of 
the act of union, which I hear almost every 
day in this place called an irrepealable and fun- 
damental law. But since the representatives 
of North Britain are satisfied in that point, 
it would be bighly impertinent in me to insist 
tr it. ae | | 

But if nothing stood im your way, if it was 
pever so much in your power, I think you 
ought not to repeal the Triennial Act, except in 
the last extremity, and in the most imminent 
danger of the State. This law was one of the 
fruits of the Revolution: This law restored 
the freedom and frequency of parliaments, so 
far as-was consistent with the circumstances of 
that reigo, which was involved in a war, and 


“” 


But I know it is a very. 


I am ‘also of opinion, that we cannot pass 
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bad occasion for constant and heavy taxes :. 
This law was a concession made to the people 
by king William, in the midst of his difficulties, 
and I own the policy of-those ministers, who 
shall advise his majesty to give his royal assent 
to the repealing of it, 1s of too refined and de- 
licate a nature for my understanding. For since 
his majesty has been pleased .to propose that 
pee as a pattern to himself, and is pursuing 
is steps with'so much glory, it will be a matter 
ef astonisliment to those who are not in the 
secret of affairs, to see, thatin the reign of the 
one king every thing should be done to enlarge 
the liberties of the people, and to restrain his 
successors from being capable of relapsing into 
the errors and abuses of former princes; and 
that in the reign of the other, there should be. 
the least appearance of doing any thing which 
might but seem to stretch the prerogative, to 
invade, and shock the rights and privileges of 
the subject, when both shal] be found to rule 
by the same principles of liberty, and by the 
same maxims of government. - 
The Triennial Act is grounded on the ancient 
usage and constitution of parliaments ; as it is 
intended to oblige the crown to call them fre- 
queatly. For that, parliaments were held 
requently, half yearly, or anoually at least, 
appears not only from the best accounts we 
have of the first institution of them, and by the 
two acts of Edward 3, but by the writs ofsum- | 
mons still extant, and several authentic instru- 
ments and records. However satisfactory it 
might be on any other occasion, I am sensible 
that a deduction of the history of ancient par- 
liaments, as they were successively called, would 
be very tedious and unentertaining in this de- 
bate ; aud I will therefore nly mention two 
records, One is that famous instrument. of 
Edward 1, concerning the Anouus Census, then 
claimed by the popes from the crown of Eng- 
land; wherein he takes -notice, that some are 
rears, incurred on that head, had not been. 
raised, as they ought to have been ‘in Parlia- 
‘ mento, quod circa Octavas Resurrectionis Do- 
‘ minice celebrari in Anglia consuevit ;? But he | 
promises that he would recomment the payment 
of the money due, ¢ in alio Parliamento nostra, 
‘ quod ad finem Sancti Michaelis proxime futurt. 
‘ jntendimus, dante Domino, celebrare.’? The 
other record is a representation from the pare 
liament to Richard 2, some passages of. which 
are these—‘ Quod ex antiquo Statuto habent, 
* et Consuetudine laudabili et apprabata, cujus 
‘ contrarietati dici non volebit.’ That the king 
‘is to call ¢ Dominos et Proceres Regni atque 
‘Communes semel ia Anno ad Parliamentum 
‘suum, tanquam ad summam Curiam totius Reg- 
‘ni.’ That ifthe king—*aParliamento suo se alig- 
‘ naverit sua sponte, oon aliqua infjrmitate aut. 
‘ aliqua alia de causa, necessitatis, sed perim= 
‘ moderatam voluntatem proterve se subtraxerig. 
‘ per absentiam temporis Quadraginta Dierum,. 
‘ tanquam de vexatione Populi sui et gravibus 
‘ expensis eorum non curans, ex tunc licitum, 
‘ omnibus et singulis eorum absque Dovnigenio | 
is redire ad propria, et wnicuiqye eorum 
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From the former of these records, it is ob-. 


vious to observe, that Edward the ist who was 
one of our best princes, and so great a preserver 

-of the laws of his kingdom, that he is justly 
called by the historiams the English Justinian, 
chose, rather than to prolong the sitting of his 
parliament beyond their usual time, to dissolve 
one, though it had not fiuished its necessary 
business, and to summon another within the 
space of a few months. From the other it is 
very remarkable, that Richard 2, who is said to 
be one of the worst kings that ever sat on the 
throne of England, by absenting himself from 
the business of parliainents, and by that means 
continuing their sessions beyond their proper 
and accustomed time, drew upon himself a 
sharp remonstrance from both Houses, and 
was at last, for such practices, amongst other 
-things, deposed. ; 

| Many reigns after this, Henry § accomplish- 

ed what Richard 2 only attempted, and he con- 
tinued his last parliament ad libitum without 
reproof. But itis wellknown what exorbitant 

powers they vested him with ; and God forbid 
we should have any resemblance of those 
times; for that parliament acted like slaves, 
and that king acted like a tyrant. | 

But if the Triennial law had not been 

grounded on the reasons of antiquity, and the 
original usage of parliaments, it was no more than 
a reasonable indulgence from the throne to the 
people, who had struggled for a revolution, 
@n account of the abuses of parliaments, and 
the endeavours to render them insignificant. 
It is true, that prince once denied his royal 
assent to it; but afterwards he considered, 
that it could be no diminution, of his preroga- 
tive, no blemish to his regal powers, to 
retrieve the honour and dignity of par 
liaments, as they were his support, as they 
were the essential part of that constitution he 
came to save; and this he found he could only 
do by the frequent calling of them. 

_ Besides, this law was not only a reasonable 
indulgence to the people, as hath been said, in 
that it gave them frequent opportunities of 
changing their members, when they did not 
approve their behaviour, and was of advantage 
to the public, in making them act- with more 
than ordinary caution and circumspection ; but 
it proved of great service to the crown: For by 
frequent parliaments the crown could only 
know the immediate sense of the nation, which 
is absolutely necessary for a prince to know on 
all emergencies. However inconvenient this 
law may now be thought to the crown, and 
however opposite to some projects and schemes 
an active ministry may have in view, I appeal 

‘to experienced members whether they think, 
or can imagine, that the crown could have got 
half the money it hath beea supplied with 

- since the revolution, but by new and fresh 

elections. Such grievous and perpetual taxes 

would never have been endured trom a stale 
and contineed parliament. There“is no injury 
or dishonour therefore to the crown, to be 
ebliged by a law, to do what, in justice to the 


.for what they have already done. 


subject, and convenience to itself, it ought to 
do without a law. - 

But if you had a power to repeal this law, 
and exercise that power, the people woald be 


‘in amuch worse condition, than if it had never 


been granted to them. They would be bound 
up for ever ina legislative way, the only way 
effectually and irrecoverably to lose their liber- 
ties, They would by us, their representatives, 
condemn short and frequent parliaments, and 
establish long and pensioned ones, which is a 
new doctrine, and such as was never before ad-= 
vanced by the Commons of Great Britain. 

Surely there must be some secret cause, 
some latent reason for hurrying on this bill in so 
precipitate a manner. The true reason, I be- 
lieve, is not declared; and for my part, I-can- 
not but suspect, that the ministry have some- 
thing to do which they apprehend will not be 
acceptable to a new parliament, and which wilt 
not stand the test of the nation. I say, it must 
be something they have to do ; for I am con- 
fidentthey do not self-condemn themselves, 
They have 
no remorse of conscience for apprehending so 
many hundred gentlemen, and confining them 
im prison so many months without examina- 
tion. For such confinements were not only 
necessary to suppress the rebellion, but we 
have been told were intended as a favour and 
kindness to the persons who were so confined. 
It-must therefure be some new work they have 
upon their hands; what that werk is I will: 
not presume to guess. ButI will presume to 
say, what it cannot be. It cannot be a design to 
abolish the limitations of the Act of Settlement, 
with relation to foreigners ; because that is no 
less than an open violation of our new Magna 
Charta, and an entire infraction of our original 
contract, as the government now stands. 

I fear I have quite wearied your patience, 
but the importance of the subject will in some 
measure excuse me, and I have but a very few 
words now to add. I hope you will reject and not 
comunit this bill. For there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that it will be to your dishonoor and 
disservice to pass it, if we may reason of what 
will be, by what hath been. Long parliaments 


then will naturally grow either formidable or | 


contemptible. 

We have an instance of the one, in the long 
parliament of king Charles 1, which to its 
eternal infamy overturned the best constitation 
in the world, the church and monarchy of this 
nation. We have a proof of the other in the 
long parliament of king Charles the 2d. I ask 
pardon if I am heard by any that were members 
of it, but I only repeat what others have said. 
There was a famous simile applied by (Julian) 
Johnson to that parliament, which I the rather 
mention, because it was much applauded by 
the patrons of liberty and lovers of parlia- 
ments ; and because I know the author is es- 
teemed above his deserts by some gentlemen, 
who are now debating for long parliaments : 


‘it is this, ‘ That a standing parliament will al- 
ways stagnate, and be like a country pond, © 


S21] 


‘ ° ‘ 

which is overgrown with ducks meat.’ I make 
no application ; no man will, or can, with any 
colour of truth or reason, apply it to this par- 
lament. This parliament is so far from being 
@ stagnating pool, that it might rather be com- 
pared to a rapid stream, or an irresistible tor- 
rent, which, if continued, will bear down all 
befare it. 


- Mr. Hampden replied as fullows : 

. Mr. Speaker ; The House is now entered on 
the exercise of a power, which, of right, and 
agreeable to the constitution, belongs to them; 
I mean that branch of power which they, asa 
part of the legislature, have of repealing laws or 
extendmg and limiting them, in such manner as 
shall appear to them most conducing to‘ the 
service of their country, As this right of altering 
the laws does undouhtedly belong to the legis- 
lature, it ought to be used with the utmost re- 
gard : since itis equally a crime to enervate 
laws that are found to be a support to our 
government, as to omit the abolishing or sus- 
pending such as have not answered their end 
when made, or whichis worse, as-have proved 
detrimental. é : 

It is acommendable zeal, when gentlemen 
in their debates express a tenderness. for the 
existing constitution of their country, and their 
apprenensions of the least innovation in the 


frame of the government; and I am not sur-. 


prised that it is objected, in so popular a man- 
ner, that the passing of this bill for suspending 
the law. for the election of triennial parliaments, 
is to sap the foundation of our English liberties. 
But if, upon an impartial enquiry, it shall ap- 
pear, that this bill, which was made for the 
benefit of the nation, has, in no respect, an- 
swered the purposes for which it was calculated, 
when made into a law, I presume it may be 
allowed, that the danger in suspending it is 
more imaginary than real. And since it is as 
unjustifiable to be tenacious of a matter that 
bas no argument to support it, as not to give 
way to what experience has demonstrated, if 
this bill should, in its consequences, be void of 
proof of its -answering the ends for which it was 
made, I hope it will not be so great a crime to 
suspend it, as it Has, with industry, been re- 
presented without doors. 

A. principal. argument for cuntinuing the 
triennial bill is, that it is agreeable to the an- 
cient laws of this nation, that there should be 
frequent parliaments. I find by the laws I 
have looked over, that parliaments ought to be 
frequently held; but I find it no where laid 
down as a fundamental position of the nature 
of this constitution, that there should be fre- 

quentelections. If gentlemen will look to the 
beginning of parliaments, they will find, in the 
4th, 5th,and 36th of Edward 3, that, ‘ For 
‘ redress. of divers mischiefs and grievances 
‘ which daily happen, a parliament shall be 
‘ holden every year or oftener, if need be.’ Let 
it then be considered in what manner those 
parliaments were held:’ When a_king met his 


parliament, they used to sit ten or twenty. days, 
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and -then were prorogued or dissolved; and 
there were frequent intermissions of parliaments, 
none being called for several years. By look- 
ing over the Journals, we find the, prorogations 
and dissolutions of parliaments, Ja 
To come down to'the time of Henry 8th, few - 
of his parliaments sat more than twenty, days, 
though there was not a parliament met every 
year; and from the 7th to the 25th of Henry 
8th, there are no Journals, and, consequcnt!y, 
we cannot teil in what manner. parhaments 
were held. Afterwards there were several par- 
liaments, but not every year, to the end: of diis 
relpn. hee 
_A parliament was called the first year of 
Edward 6, and in five years sat but four 
months. In Philip and Mary there were four 
parliaments, but the sessions extremely short. 
From the 2d to the 5th, and from the 7th to the- 
13th of queen Elizabeth, no parliament met, 
and from the 14th to the 25th of queen Eliza- 
beth, the parliament sat only from the 8th of” 
May to tlie 30th of June; and four years aiier, 
from the 8th of February to the 8th of March 
following ; and ineight years after, never sat 
to do business, but were then dissolved. There 
were six other parliaments called in queen 
Elizabeth’s time; but never sat long unless 
that in the 39th of her reign, which sat four 
months. | it . 
The parliament in the first of James 1, sat 
about four months, and in three years after, sat 
about eight days. That parliament was nog 
dissolved till the 9th of James, but sat twice 
orthriceonly. There were three other parliae 
ments in his reign, but they met very seldom. 
The sessions in king Charles 1, were much 
shorter than of late days, with very frequént 
prorogations; and inthe 16th of his reign an 
act was passed, ‘For preventing Inconveni- 
‘ ences by long intermission of parliaments,’ by 
which it was provided, that a parliament should 


‘meet every three years ; which law we find re- 


pealed in the 16th of Charles 2, by reason that 
the provisions in the former law were looked 
upon as a derogation to his majesty’s just and 
undoubted prerogative for calling and assem- 
bling parhaments, and might be au occasion of 
manifold mischiefs, and might endanger the 
peace of his people. The said act is repealed, 
and a provision made therein, that ‘ Because 
‘by theancientlaws of this realin, in the reign 
‘of Edward 3, parliaments are to be held very 
‘often; the sitting and holding of parliaments 


* shall not be intermitted above three years.’ 


In this king’s reign the Jong parliament was 
held; and’ whatever corruptions they were 
tainted with, they cauld never be accused of 
favouring the cause of France, ur attempting to 
enslave their own country. 

In the reign of king Jumes 2, that unfortu- 
nate prince, a parliament was held in May 
1685, and sat above two months, and was, at 
several times, prorogued to November 1687. 
Then the happy revolution took place; and in 


the Bill of Rights, 1 Gulicl. et Marie, it 18 de- 


clared and enacted, ‘ That all the rights and lis 


323 
‘ 


‘ berties asserted and claimed in the said De- 
‘ claration, are the true, ancient, and undubi- 
‘table rights and liberues of the people of 
‘this kingdom, and ought to be firmly and 
‘strictly halden and observed.’ * And in the 
same bill, among that lung catalogue of griev- 


unces, which precedes the said declaration, , 


there is not the least mention made of want of 
frequent elections, but only that parliaments 
ought to be free. In the 6th of king Wilham, 
this now favoured bil tor triennial parliaments 


- was passed ;.and upon this occasion I cannot 


XX 


help observing, that it is some satisfaction, that 
the people abroad who look upon the ieign of 
that prince as a surpation, should Le found of 
any one act that passed in that tine; and I 
hope from hence, they may in time be more 
reconciled to the Protestant succession, which 
is in consequence of that Revolution. 

If gentlemen will look over the writs of sum- 
mons, and the returns of those wrics, they will 
find no mention how long any parliament is to 
last; but the return makes mention of the per- 
sons who are tu serve in the parliament thats 
to meet, aad be held at sucha time at West- 
minster. It must be allowed, that the parlia- 
ment 1s subject to the triennial act while it 
subsists; aud therefore the advantages or in- 
conveniences of that law ought chiefly to be 
considered in the matter now before us: And 
in case an act be found prejudicial, if such a 
veneration is to be paid to a law, as not to 
alter it, fromm any conviction of its being insuf- 


ficient, or attended wi:h ill consequences, I 


think the legislature will become, in a manner, 
useless. I take the principal matter to be, to 
examine what benefit has accrued to the na- 
tion by virtue of this bill, and if the inconve- 
niences do not outweiyh all the advantages ? 

It is pretended, that by the Triennial elec- 
tions, the people have an opportunity of laying 
aside those persons with whose behaviour in 
parliament they are dissatisfied or such whom 
they apprehend to be under court-influences : 
I desire it nay be considered how very few ex- 
amples there are, of persons, who having ac- 
cepted places, have not been re-elected. The 
reason Is very obvious: Because the people, 
who love expences, judge that a man who has a 
place of profit, is much more capable of mak- 
ing an expence, than he that has none. But 
supposing any gentleman so wickedly disposed, 


as to sacrifice his opinion to the lucre of a 


place, does net such a person, who has spent 
five orsix hundred pounds at his election, and 
his circumstances not very able to bear it, 
come more prepared for court-temptation, than 
if he had enjoyed his seat in parliament, and 
been free trom the trouble and expence of fre- 
quent elections ? I appeal ta gentlemen, if ex- 
pences are not increased? And if any instance 
can be prodced where they are abated, many 
more may be where they are increased; so 


that the end of the bill, in this respect, is no 


Ways answered, 


* Ses vol, Ds P» 487, 


~ 
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Itis said, that expences being voluntary, it 1s 
the fault only of those who make them; but 
when weobserve the contagion of expences to 
be universally spread in the kingdom at the time 
of elections, and a dissolution of manners occa- 
sloued by such expences, it is time for the le- 
gislature to interpose, and. prevent the danger- 
ous consequences of such an evil, Do gen- 
tlemen consider the distractions occasioned by 
election, and the impossibility, considering the 
small interval of elections, to heal up those 
wounds which the animosities of parties have 
occasioned, so that it is little better than living 
in a continual state of warfare. This is ano 
less fatal than undeniable consequence of this 
bill, which was calculated for tbe ease of the 
subject. 

Itis said, the reason of this expedient, as it is 
called, is because the majority of tbis parlia- 
ment are Whigs: and though it 1s allowed that 
this parliament has acted for the service of his 
majesty and the nation, the proceedings of the 
last parliament are said to be as meritori- 
ous of the king’s good opinion, and the naticn’s, 
as what this parliament has dane.. 3 

It is much insisted on, that the Tories gave 
the Civil List : that istrue ;) but had they not 
given it, I believe the king would not have been 
deprived of it. It is said the king was received 
here with the universal joy of his people: why 
did that satisfaction cease so soun? Has the 
king done any thing to lose the affection of so 
many of his people? or have his ministers? 
If his ministers, why has the spirit of patri- 
otism been so much wanting in_ gentle- 
men, as not to represent to the king or in 
this House, the crimes of those he employs 
in his service ? But if no real handle for these 
discontents has been given by king or ministers? 
then these who pretended such a zeal for the 
king and his service, at his arrival here, acted 
a hypocritical part, aod meant nothing less than 
what they now make professions of. Let us 
consider the present situation of the minds of 
the people, how exasperated one set of them 


are at the necessary prosecutions of those, who > 


sv fatally concerted the ruin of their country ; 
and to what degree that restless spirit influ- 
enced the people in the late rebellion ; and how 
industriously a false and mistaken cause of the 
church has been of Jate propagated in this 
nation, . 
- Fromthese and many other circumstances of 
affairs, and other symptoms ofthe ill-temper of 
the nation, I think the disposition of the peo- 
ples minds far from being suitable to the busi- 
ness of an election, but rather for a restoration 
of that person, who the deluded people have 
been taught has alone a right to the crown, and 
is to come to free you from the oppressiuns you 
now he under. 

So much bas been said concerning the pre- 
parations which the Regent is making, by ex- 
torting vast sums from the subjects of France ; 
and so much has been spoken concerning eur 
alliances, and the necessity of applying ourselves 
to find ous effectual methods for discharging the 


u 


‘ 
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‘public debts, that after su long a, debate, I | 


shali not trouble you with my thoughts upon 
those subjects. ; | 
It must be allowed, that the nation bas obli- 
gation to those patriots who framed this law, 
with a view and expectation it would prove a 
secure provision for the liberty and ease of the 
subject: but could those great and honest men 
have foreseen intd what a degenerate state this 
nation would fall, they would have been con- 
vinced how sufficient and cobweb aremedy such 
abill must prove,and they would scarce have been 
content with leaving to posterity a legacy, which 


‘experience has shewn to be destructive, instead of 


any real advantage to them. I humbly appre- 
hend, that when laws do not answer their end, or 
prove prejudicial in their consequences, it is the. 
duty of the legislature to interpose ; and that 
the suspension of this bill is so far from being a 
violation of our constitution, that it is the heal- 
ing a breach made in the constitution by those 
who obtained this law. ge | 
The reasons why I am now for the bill are, 
To dispose the people to follow their callings 
and to be industrious, by taking from them, 
for a time, the opportunity of distracting ore 


*. another by elections: to prevent such who have 


the will, from the power of giving any new dis- 
turbance to the government: to prevent ano- 
ther rebellion, there being just as much reason 
to expect one this year, as there was the last ; 


~ to check that evil spirit in those who have sworn 


to the king, and rose‘in arms against him, or 
abetted such who have: to discountenance that 
spirit which lately did so far prevail in this na- 
tion as to approve of a most ignominious con- 
clusion of a successful war, by a ruinous peace : 
to render fruitless any concerted project of the 
Regent, or any other foreign princes, to disturb 
this nation at a time when elections, or the ap- 
proach of them, have raised a ferment in the mind 
of the people: and to procure to the clergy an 
fdterval: from being politicians, that they may be 
the better able to take care of their flocks, in the 
manner the Scripture has prescribed.— Por 
these and many other reasons, too long to enu- 
merate at this time, I am for the commitment of 
this bill. 3 


Sir Richard Steele spoke next for the bill, as 
follows ; 
Mr. Speaker, It is evident that new chosen 
annual parliaments were never the custom or 
right of this,;kingdom : it remains therefore only 
to consider, now that there is a law, which makes 
parliaments meet, as of course, at such a stated 
time, whether the period of three years answered 
the purposes intended by it? The preamble to 
the Triennial act expresses, that it was intro- 
duced into the constitution for the better ‘ ynion 
and agreement of the king and his people ;’ but 
it has had a quite cohtrary effect, and experience 
has verified, what a great man [meaning the 
late earl of Sunderland] said of it, when it was 
enacted, ‘ That it had made a triennial king, a 
* triennial ministry, a triennial alliance’? We 


feel this in all occurrences of state ; and they who 
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look upon us from abroad, behold the struggle 

in which we are necessarily engaged from time 
to time under this law. | Ever since it has been 
enacted, the nation has been in a series of con- 
tention : the first year of a Triennial parliament 
has been spent in vindictive decisions and anima- 
sities about the late elections; the second session 
has entered into business, but rather with a spirit . 
of contradiction to what the prevailing set of men 
in former parliaments had brought to pass, than — 
of a disinterested zeal for the common good: the 
third session languished in the pursuit of what lit. 
tle was intended to be done in the second ; and 
the approach of an ensuing election terrified 
the members into aseryile management, accord- . 
ding as their respective principals were disposed 
towards the question before them in the House. 
Thus the state of England has been like that of 
a vessel in distress at sea: the pilot and mari- 
ners have been wholly employed in keeping thé 
ship from sinking; the art of navigation was 
useless, and they never pretended to make sail. 
It is objected, ‘ That the alteration proposed is 
a breach of trust :? The trust, Sir, reposed in 
us, isthat of the public good : the King, Lords _ 
and Commons, are the parties who exercise this 
trust; and when the King, Lords, and Commons 
exercise this trust by the measure of the com- 
mon good, they discharge themselves, as well 
in the altering and repealing as in the making 
or confirming laws. e period of time, in this 
case, is a subordinate consideration ; and those 
gentleinen who are against the alteration, speak 
in too pompous a stile, when they tell us, ‘ we 
‘are breaking into the constitution.’ It has 
been farther objected, ‘ That all this is only 
‘giving great power to the ministers, who may 
‘ make an arbitrary use of it ;’ the ministers 
are indeed like other men, from the infirmity of 
human nature liable to be made worse by power 
and authority ; but this actgives no addition to 
that authority itself; though it may possibly 
prolong the exercise of itin them. They are 


nevertheless responsible for their actious to a 


parliament; and the mode of enjoying their 
offices is exactly the same. Now, when the 
thing is thus, and that the period of three years — 
is found, from infallible experience itself, a pe- 
riod thatcan afford us no good, where shall we 
rest? Theills that are to be done against single 
persons orcommunities are done by surprize, | 
and on asudden ; but. good things are slow in 
their progress, and must wait occasion. De- 
struction is done with ablow: but reformation 


-is brought about by leisurely advances.’ All the . 


mischiefs which can be wrought under the Sep- 


tennial act, can be perpetrated under the Trien- 


nial; but all the good which may be compassed 
under the Septential, cannot be hoped for under 
the Triennial. We may fear that the ministers 
may do us harm, but that is no reason why we 
should continue them under a disability of , 
doing us good. For these considerations, I 
am unreservedly for the Bill, thus ; 


Mr. Snedl spoke against the bill. 
Mr. Speaker ;—We are told there is an abso- 


s 
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lute necessity for the bill whichis now before 
you, and that those who oppose it, are no 
berrer than friends toa Popish Pretender. But 
as I wish as well cto his present majesty’s per- 
son and government, as the most zealous for his 
service, I shall never resign my opinion to 
words only, and betray my trust to serve the 
purposes of a ministry.—TI cannot but think this 
bill, if it pass into a law, will highly infringe the 
liberties of the people; and asI can by no 
' meaus assent to the reasons that are offered to 
prove it necessary, so I shall heartily give my 
negative to it.—I donot wonder to hear aneces- 
sity urged for altering the constitution of our 
parliaments, by those who have given up their 
own. 

- [This last expression, which was supposed to 
be owing to Mr. Haddon’s, a Scots member, 
‘having declared for the bill, was resented by 
Mr. Thomas Smith, who said, That Mr. Snell 
would not be so bold as to speak those words 
any where else. He was seconded by lord Co- 
ningsby ; and the dispute being like to grow 
warm, Mr. Speaker interposed, and said, That 
all the members having the privilege of explain- 
ing themselves, Mr, Snel! ought to have the li- 
berty of so doing. Hereupon Mr. Snell said, 
That he meant no personal reflection on that 
worthy member, for that he spoke only of the 
Scots nation iy general. To which sir David 
Dalrymple replied, That Mr. Snell’s explana- 
tion increased the offence, instead of lessening 
it, and that he demanded satisfaction.—Some 
other members also calling out ‘To the Bar, To 
‘the Bar,’ Mr. Snell excused himself, by 
begging pardon for any unguarded expression 
that might have escaped bim: Upon which 
the affair dropped, and he went on as follows :} 
~ Sir ;—The chief arguments made use of for 
the Lill, as it repeals the Triennial act, and 
continues the present parliament, are, To ap- 
pease the’ groundless animosities of the peo- 
ple : To avoid expences, which frequent elec- 
tions occasion, to the impoverishing of many 
gentlemen's families; To obviate tumultuous 
riots and assemblies, which might give a handle 
to a second rebellion ; and, lastly, To further 
our alliances abroad.—How we can _ possibly 
expect to quiet the groundless animosities of 
the people by this bill, I must own, lam at a 
loss to imagine, unless stripping them of their 
most valuable privileges, which they and their 
ancestors have for many ages past exercised 
and enjoyed, may be thouzht a proper expedient 
to reconcile their affections, and endear the 
present administration to them. 

The expences at elections are merely volun- 
tary, and if any one suffers by them he has 
none to blame but himself; and I scarce believe 
gentlemen to be serious in this particular ; for 
let us look but a little backward, and trace this 
mischievous evil, this growing corruption, that 
needs such an extraordinary remedy, to its ori- 
ginal, and we shall find it has its rise from the 
same place whence the remedy proposed had 
its beginning; and that former ill ministries, 
the better to forward their sinister views, have, 


x 


by sending their agents through the kingdom, 
at an approaching election, debauched the pea- 
ple with the public money ; to that pitch of 
corruption we are now arrived. It is otherwise 
impossible to give an account how so many gen- 
tlemen are chosen to serve in parliament, in 
counties and places where they have no visible 
estates or interest ; nay, some perhaps whose 
nanies were never heard of in the county a 
month before the election. 

The Rebellion is happily now at an end, and 
the government so much better secured against 
riots and tumultuous assemblies, by the whole- 
some laws provided by the wisdum of this par- 
liament, that little or no danger can be reason- 
ably apprehended from thence; eSpecially, if 
we consider the number of forces prudently 
quartered throughout the kingdom, sutiicient to 
suppress the most daring commotions that 
shall be attempted. 

The last reasou made use of to prove the ne- 
cessity of this bill, is, that it will enable the go- 
vernment the better to treat and negoeiate fo- 
reign alliances. But surely those who make 
use of this as an argument, are strangers to the 
constitution of England; for by the known 
and standing law of the land, the mgbt of mak- 
ing peace and war, treaties and alliances, are 
undeniably the kiag’s prerogative ; and the king 
miay exercise that right, as to him seems best, 
and most for the good and benetit of his people, 
without application to parliament, either to ap- 
prove or confirm. But admitting that of late 
years parliaments have thought themselves in- 
titled to interpose their advice in treaties and 
ailiances, though I deny it to be their nght, this 
is an argument singly sufficient with me to sup- 
port the Triennial Bill. For supposing a mi- 
nistry shall at any time negociate an alliance 
prejudicial to the interest of England, and by 
their artifice impose upon a parliament to ap- 
prove and confirm it; 13 it not a peculiar hap- 
piness, that such a parliament will quickly have 
anend; and that the peuple have it in their 
own power, by another, which must soon be 
called, to correct the misdeeds of sucha mi- 


“nistry, and prevent the farther ill consequences 


of such a treaty to the nation. 

But allowing the arguments that are made 
use of sufficient to prove the necessity of re- 
pealing the Triennial Bill at present, I would 
beg Icave to consider, whether it bein our 
power or no, to continue the present parliament 
beyond the time for which the peuple chose us? 

And as formy own part, I freely declare it 
as my opinion, though I shall always acquiesce 
in the judgment of the majority, that the pur- 
port ot this bill, so far as it relates to the con- 
tinuance of this present parliament, is not with- 
in the compass of the trust reposed in us by the 
people. And to satisfy gentlemen that I am 
not singular in this opinion, I would beg their 
patience to read to them a passage or two from 
Mr. Locke’s Treatise of Governinent. ‘ The 
‘ power of the legislative, says he, being derived 
‘ from the people bya positive voluntary grant 


‘ and institution, can bene other than what that 


ret 
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© positive grant conveyec ; which ‘being only to 
¢ make laws and not legislators, the legislative can 
‘ have uo power of transferring their authority of 
‘ making laws, and placing it in other hands, 
Again, helays it down asarule, ‘ That when the 
society has placed the legislative in any as- 
¢ sembly of men, to continue in them and their 
“ successors, the legislative can never revert to 
‘the people whilst that government lasts; be- 
‘cause, having proviiled a legislature with 
‘ power to continue for ever, they have given 
* up their political power to the legislative and 
“cannot resume it; but if they have set limits 
‘to the duration of their legislative, and make 
‘ this supreme power in any person or assembly 
‘ only temporary; at the determination of the 
‘time set, it reverts to the society, and the 
* people have a right to place it in sew hands.’ 
I beg pardon for the length of the quotation ; 
but as the author, in his hfe time, was always 
esteemed a man of great learning and candour, 
and no ways suspected as disatlected to the 
succession in the house of Hanover, I could 
not omit taking notice of the sentiments of so 
great a man, so conducive toa right under- 
standing of the point now in question. And if 
these positions are true, the lufcrenccs are very 
obvious; the people of England have a tun- 
damental indisputable right to appoint their 
representatives in parliament ; and by a law 
still in being, for three years and no longer, 
subject to the king’s power of dissolution, have 
chosen us their representatives, in pursuance 
of that law; and therefore, whenever that Tri- 
enpial term shall expire, have a rigut to chuse 
new ones. : 

It may be objected, That when the people 
have once constituted the legislative, that the 
legislature is thereby vested with the whole 
power of their electors: and it cannot be de- 
nied, but, generally speaking, it will hold true. 
And the people of England, having chosen us 
to represent them, we are thereby impowered 
not only to make laws, but to alter or repeal 
any law in being, as we shall think fit, for their 
bevefit and security ; and they will undoult- 
edly be bound thereby. But then this is to be 
understood, where the subject-matter of the 
laws we make is within compass of the trust 
which the people have or may at least be sup- 
posed to delegate to us ; and itis in an ill way 
of reasoning tv assert, that we have a power to 
do what we cannot do without prejudice to 
those we represent. 

The right of electing representatives in par- 
hament, is inseparably inherent in the people 
of Great Britain, and can never be thought to 
be delegated to the representatives, unless you 
will make the elected to he the elector; and, 
at the same time, suppose it the will of the peo- 
ple, that their representatives should have it 
tn their power to destroy those that made them, 
whenever a ministry shall think it necessary 
te screen themselves from their just resent- 
ments : this would be to destroy the fence to all 
their freedom; fur if we have a-rig'it to con- 
tiaue ourselves one year, one month, or day, 
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Lords, and the Commons, 
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beyond our Triennial term, it will unavoidably 
follow, we have it in our power to make our- 
selves perpetual ; and whatever necessity we 
may be reduced to hereafter, matters are not 
yet in that apparent bad condition, to convince 
the people that there is a present occasion for 
this dangerous innovation in their constitution. 
To say that the passing this Bill is not to 
grasp ty ourselves the right of election, but 
only to enlarge the time tor calling new par- 
laments, is a manifest fallacy; for wheneveal 
our three years ore expired, we can no Jonger 
be said to subsist by the chvice of the people 
but by our own appointment; and it is a jest 
to tell me, I have a right to that which another 
has a right to take from me. Ske 
Whoever will consider well the frame and 
nature of our constitution, will find it cal- 
culated for every circumstance needful for the 
security of a free people. We are guarded 
by our representatives in parliament, against 
any arbitrary encroachments of the supreme 
executive power; and by frequent and new 
parhaments, against the weakness, folly, and 
corruption of our representatives: and though 
many instances may be given of long intermise 
sions of parliaments, yet that does by no means 
prove frequent and new parliaments not to 
be part of our constitution ; and it is ohvious to 
every impartial person, that without them our | 
constitution is defective. For these reasons 
T cannot approve of this bill: I thinkit an open 
violation of the people’s liberties, or, to speak 
most mildly of it, a breach of our trust in that 
part which will most sensibly affect them ; and 
of that il] tendency. in its consequence, that as 
nothing but the security ofthe ministry can 
make it at this time needful, so nothing but a 
standing force can make it lasting. ei 


Mr. Bromley * spoke next against the Bill: 
. Mr. Speaker; I may venture to affirm, that 
the Bill now before youis of higher concern to 
the Commons of Great Britain, than any that 
ever yet was before you: ittakes away the 
people’s right of appointing their representatives, 
it deprives them of their share inthe legislature, 
and, in my opinion, wounds the constitution of 
parliaments very deep. = 
No gentleman is ignorant, that the frame of 
our government is inade up of the King, the 
These, with re- 
spect to each other, have ever been esteemed 
separate, although, when put together, they 
make but one entire government. The dura- - 
tion of this form of government in England, 
longer than in our neighbouring countries, 1s, 
manifestly owing to the care taken by those 
that went before us, in keeping these three con- 
stituent parts of the political body up to the 
rules of their first institution, by restcamng 
each to its proper bounds, and in not suffering 
one to be over-born,or swallowed up by the 
other two: however these three great parts 
Aare RL LNG Sal ieee eer nee 
* For a short account of him, See vol. 6, p. 
923. ° 
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may in other respects be considered, yet with 
regard to the legislative they must act in con- 
unction. 

ws is essentially necessary, but the manner 
of giving this assent: is different in the people, 
from what it isin the king, and in the lords. 
The people, by reason of their number, can- 
not be personally present at the passing of laws, 
their assent can no otherwise be signified, than 
by their representatives. .The disadvantage the 
Commons are, in thisrespect under, is in some 
sort made-up to them by the care taken in the 
framing of our government, that they snould 
be tale and fairly represented. | 

That elections shall be free, is often declared 
in our written laws. It is in effect saying, that 
neither the power of the crown, nor the power 
of the lords should interpose in them, The 
resolution of this House, renewed every session, 
viz. ‘ That for a lord to concern himself in the 
‘ election of members to serve far the Commons 
’ © in parliament, is a high infringement of the 


“liberties and privileges of she Commons of 


“ Great Britain,’ sufficiently shews the jealousy 
the Commons ever had of the Lords inter- 
meddling in the elections of their representa- 
tives. 

The attempts made on the king’s part, to- 
wards influencing. elections, have been princi- 
pally by officers under the nomination of the 
crown. As this mischief from time to time ap- 
peared, laws were introduced providing against 
it. The statute 7 Hen, 4, c. 15, recites that 


law to be made ‘ At the grievous complaint of 


‘ the Commons of the undue elections for par- 
‘ liament,’ and directs, among other things, 
‘ that sheriffs should proceed to elections freely 
‘ and indifferently, notwithstanding any com- 
‘mand to the contrary.” Many subsequent 
laws were made for preserving to the people 
this privilege, on which all other depend, of 
being faithfully represented iu parliament. No 
less than seven acts were made in king Wil- 
iam’s time for that purpose: so greatly did the 
endeavours of officers to influence elections at 
that time abound. The statute of 3 Will. and 
Mar. c. 1, takes notice, ‘ That the officers of 
‘ the excise, by reason of the greatness of the 
‘ duty, and the extraordipary powers given to 
‘ them, had frequently, by threats or promises, 
‘so far prevailed on electors, that they had 
‘been absulutely debarred of the freedom of 
r giving their votes; which, according to the 
‘ known constitution of this kingdom, every per- 
‘ son ought to have and enjoy.’ It then enacts, 
‘that any such officer who persuades or dis- 


“suades any elector from giving his vote, shall 


‘ forfeit 1001. and be incapable of executing any 
* office relating to the excise.’ Another law of 
the like nature was lately made in relation to 
the officers concerned in collecting the post-of- 
fice duty. These laws are now all to be laid 
asleep. Provisions made for protecting the 
people’s right of election must become insig- 
nificant, if elections themselves are no longer to 
be allowed. | : 

' The care taken by the founders of our go- 


“ 


The assent of each to the making of 


vernment to preserve this right, did not stop 
here; it was not sufficient to that purpose, that 
elections should be free ; it was likewise neces- 
sary that they should be frequent. The people’s 
right to frequent elections was founded on sube 
stantial reasons: for since they, who could act 
no otherwise than by representatives, were ca- 
pable of being mistaken in their choice, and the 
person chosen liable to be tempted over to a 
dependence on the crown, or on the Lords, and 
thereby receive an undue influence, it became 
necessary that frequeut opportunities shoold be 
given to the Commons to correct their choice, 
and thereby prevent the danger which the un- 
faithfulness of their representatives might other- 
wise bring upon them. 

That the people had a: right to frequent elec- 
tions, is made unquestionable by the best of 
evidence, perpetual usage. From the first foot- 
steps of parliaments, down to the ume of Hen- 
ry 8, not only from records, but. from the 
printed statutes, the frequency of elections does 
appear. The most repeated instances, within 
tbat period of time, are of parliaments deter- 
mining within the compass of a year; no in- 
stance where they continued longer‘than three. 

King Charles 1, that unfortunate prince, was 
put upon governing without parlaments; but 
the necessity of attairs forcing him to change 


bis purpose, a parliament was called in the 16th - 


year of his reign, in which a law of an extra- 
ordinary nature was passed, viz. ‘ That in case 
‘ the king did not call a parliament within three 
‘ years after the determination of the preceding 
‘ parliament, then the lord chancellor, &c, 
‘should issue writs for that purpose;’ with 
many other extraordinary provisions. That 
parliament soon after perpetuated themselves, 
sO far as it was capable of being done, and by 
an act made the same vear, ‘ they were not to 
‘be dissolved but by act of parliament.’ 
To the long continuance of which parliament 
were all the calamities of the civil war to be 
imputed. | | 

This statute of the 16th of Charles 1 was re- 
pealed by the statute of the 16th of Charles 2, 
c. 1. But notwithstanding the fond humour 
the nation was then in, even by the same Act 
it was declared, ‘ That by the laws of this realm, 
‘ parliaments are to be held very often,’ and to 
the end there might be a frequent calling, as- 
sembling, and holding parliaments once in three 
years at Jeast, it was declared and enacted, 
‘that parliaments should not be intermiited 
‘ above three years at the most.’ 

In king Charles 2d’s time another turn of 
policy was taken, which was to bring the House 
of Commons vo the bent of the ministry, by the 
secret application of pensions to the members. 
Such was the modesty even oj that age, as not 
openly and avowedly to bias with offices, those 
who ought at least to be the faithful represen-. 
tatives of the people. For the etiecting of this 
pernicious purpose of corruptivg the Commons, 
it was necessary that the parliament shuuld be 
prolonged; which it was for eighteen years: 
assurance of which being privately given to. 
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many of the members, and there being time 
sufficient to yain upon others, not so far intrust- 
ed with the secret, the design was effected. 


. And such was the behaviour of that parliament, 


that it acquired the infamous name of the Pen- 
sioner-Parliament. 
~The attack thus made on the constitution 
of parliaments, by depriving the people of their 
right of frequent elections, gave birth to the 
jealousy the nation entertained, of the inten- 
tion that prince had of assuming to himself a 
despotic power. How uneasy the later part of 
his reign became on that account, Is well known; 
and this nation has felt the effects of the fervent 
and divisions which then arose ; and by the ar- 
tifice of ill-designing ministers, have been ever 
since continued. ‘The people being warned by 
the narrow escape their liberties met with from 
that parliament, did, after much struggle, ob- 
tain this law of Trieamial Parliaments, the only 
remedy left for preserving their ancient consti- 
tution. And now, after above an hundred mil- 
lions given by the people, in order to preserve 
their old form of government, here is a bill sent 
us by the Lords, which if it passes, must expose 
us again to the greatest of dangers, which is that 
of a long parliament. . 
In the time of that Pensioner-Parliament, 
which began in 1662, the means of temptation 
in the minister’s hands, were not so great as 
they now are: the Civil List is well nigh dou- 
ble to what it then was: the dependence on 
.the crown is greatly enlarged, by reason of the 
increase of officers for managing the public 
revenue and funds. What influence these may 
have upon an exhausted nation, under the ter- 
ror which 40,000 regular troops carry with them, 
is easily foreseen. : 
No wonder the Lords, who are ever fond 
of power, have sent us a bill which admits 
of their having a share in the nomination of the 
House ofCommons: but I cannot guess what 
should induce them to expect our concurrence, 
Surely they cannot think so meanly of us, that 
for the sake of continuing our seats here, we 
should give into what so greatly affects the 
rights of those that sent us.: Can we be thought 
so ungrateful, as to joinin the destraction of 
. the power that raised us? Can they think us 
so unfaithful, as tu betray our trust in this gross 
manner, by renouncing our relation to the peo- 
ple, and accepting from the crown, and from 
themselves a renewal of our right to sit here? 
should they imagine us no longer to be influ- 
enced by the rules of justice and morality; yet 
methinks they shauld allow us to have some 
sense of shame remaining, which must give us 
io when we return into our countries, and 
Jook those inthe face whom we have so greatly 
injured. ; : 7 
I would take notice of a matter that was 
mentioned in the debate, viz, ‘ That supposing 
* this bill should undergo the forms used in the. 
* passing of bills, whether it would carry withit 
‘ the obligation of a: law ” Of this I own. my- 
self much in doubt. The powers we are. ia- 
trusted with, as representatives of the people, 


1716.—in the House of Commons. . [334 
appear in the form of a writ for summoning the 
parhament. And in the indentures annexed to 
the return, the writ recites, ‘Whereas we have 
‘ thought fit to call a parliament, touching di- 
* vers urgent affairs, concerning us, the state, and 
‘ defence of our kingdom of Great Britain,’ it 
then requires, * That the sheriff do cause two 
‘to be elected knights, &c, to act in, and con- 
‘sent towhat shall be ordained by the com- 
‘mon council of Great Britain, ‘super negotiis 
‘antedictis.’ The indenture annexed to the 
return, answers the writ, viz. ‘ That they have 
‘ elected such and such to attend according to 
‘thetenor of the writ, and yviven them full 
‘ power to act in, and consent to, all things in 
‘the said parliament, which shall be by com- 
“mon council and consent ordained, touching 
‘ the state and defence of his majesty’s king- 
‘dom of Great Britain.’ The question then 
is, Whether the authority thus given us to act, 
touching the defence of the government, does 
enable us to lay aside one of the three great 
estates, the people, by denying them their right 
of acting by their representatives in parliament 
and consequently their share in the legislature ? 
does the power put into our hands by the peo- 
ple,justify our turning the dagger into the bowels 
of the constitution? This doubt is increased, 
by the notion that prevailed touching the in | 
validity of the statute of the 16th Car. 1, ¢. 7, 
whereby that parliament was not.to be dissolved } 
but by an act of parliament. No act of parliament! 
was ever made for that purpose; which would : 
certainly have been done, had the subsequent? 
parliament thought that a law made in diminu-! 
tion of the peoplc’s interest in the legislature had ' 
been valid, (it is to be observed, thatby an Act : 
of the Convention that met in April 1660, the ‘ 
Long Parliament that met in 1640 was declared ; 
to be dissolved : but that act was not confirmed : , 
by parliament, as most of the other acts of that | 
Convention were by the statute of the 13th | 
Car.2,¢.7.) 0° =: Tee = 
‘¢T should. be. very willing to hear answered 
what a worthy member who just now spoke 
for committing the bill, and owned his senti- 
iments altered touching the Triennial Act, has 
told the world in an excellent Treatise of this 
[Meaning Mr. Molesworth, in‘ his Preface to 
his Account of Denmark] ‘That no people can 
‘give away the freedom of themselves and their 
‘posterity: that such a donation ought to he 
‘ esteemed of no greater validity than the gift 
‘of a child, or of a madman: that people can 
‘no more part with their legal liberties, than 
‘kings can alienate their crowns.’ Every body’ 
is sensible that the public occasions will require 
large supplies ; and should so much as a doubt 
arise in men’s minds touching the legality of the 
taxes, it will tend to increase the general dis- 
satisfaction, so often mentioned in this debate, 
and subject us to hazard there is no occasion to 
run, did we content ourselves with proceeding 
in the common methods, which the usage of 
many ages does justify. For these reasons Tam 
-against committing the bill. _ 
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Sir Robert Raymond* spoke likewise against 
the bill as follows : 

Mr. Speaker; I am very sensible under 
what disadvantage I must speak after. so long 
a debate: I will therefore endeavour. to con- 
tract what occurs to,me on this subject, and to 
avoid repeating what has been said before by 
othcr gentlemen. Andin what.I have to otler 
I shall observe this method; I will first consi- 
der the arguments that have been used for this 
bill, and then give my reasons why I am 
against it. 

The arguments for the bill are, I think, chiefly 
these: the expencesin elections, ‘The animo- 
sities and divisions made and continued by 
triennial elections; the advantages our enemies 
may take of these animosities and divisions ; 
and the encouragement, I think no gentlemen 
has spoke plainer, that this bill will give to our 
allies to treat with us, and to enter into proper 
alliances, for our mutual benefit and advantage. 

As to the expences in elections, # must be 
acknowledged tbat they are grown very scan- 
dalous as well as grievous and burthensome to 
the gentlemen of England. They have increased 
upon them, not from the contests of neighbour- 
ing gentlemen with one another, but from stran- 
gers, by what influence or directionI cannot 
tell, coming to their boroughs, who have no 
natural interest to recommend them, nothing 
but bribery and corruption, which has put 
gentlemen under the necessity of great expences 
to preserve their interests, and serve their 
country. And you must give me leave to add, 
that anuther cause has been, the impunity that 
bribery and corruption have met with in this 
House, when they have been very notorious; 
and very fully detected. But, I fear, this bill 
can be no cure to that evil, it will rather in- 
crease it; forasthe term of the continuance 
ofa parliament is prolonged, so the expences 
will imcrease with it. An annuity for seven 
years deserves a better consideration, than for 
threc ; and those that will give money to get into 
parliament, will give more for seven than for 


three years. Nothing will so effectually pre- 


vent expences, as annual parliaments: That 
was our ancient constitution, and every depart- 
ing from it, is usually attended with great in- 
conveniences. 

As for our animosities and divisions, I am 
sorry there are any, but cannot believe this bill 
will be a remedy for them. The animosities 


and divisions raised by elections are of a private. 


nature, and little affect the public ; those that 
do, are otherwise to be accounted for, which 
might have been extinguished ; but the oppor- 
tunities have been neglected, and I wish some 


* “One of those many eminent men who 
have risen to the peerage from the profession 
of the law. He was Solicitor General to queen 
Anne, Attorney General to George the 1st, by 
whom he was appointed one of the Commnis- 
sioners of the Great Seal and Chief Justice of 
the King’s Bench ; in which station he died in 
1732.” Lord Ortord’s Noble Authors. 
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persons have not studied rather to continue 


-and increase them, than tu extinguish them. I 


will speak plainly on this occasion, I think 
the greatest animosities and divisions, the 
yreatest discontents., and uneasinesses now 
among us, have been owing to the wreasona- 


ble resentments, avarice, and ambition of some, — 


and to the unaccountable folly and madness of 
others. 

That our enemies will take advantage of our 
divisions, is not to be deubted, if it 1s in their 
power; buc 1 must observe, that since the 
Triennial act passed, there have been ten se- 
veral parliaments called, most of them when. 
you were actually in war, your animosities and. 
divisions gieat, and your enemies vigilant ; yet 
noinconveniencies fullowed, nor were any, as I 
have heard of, so much as attempted at the 
times of those elections. 

The last of the arguments I bave recited, is 
the encouragement this will giveto vour allies to 
enter ito treaties with you. No one says they 
want this encouragement ; no one says they 
ask it; so that I may conclude this is only w 
pretence.- I should be sorry we had. such al- 
lies as would not treat with his majesty without 
our giving vp our constitution. Should. tbe 
like be asked of them, they would certainly 
entertain such a proposition with the cohtempt 
and indignation it deserved. But what you are 
now going to do, instead of strengthening the 
king’s hands, will, I am persuaded, lessen him 
in the opinion of his allies : for this is proclaam- 
ing to the world, that he dares not call a new 
parliament: that he dares not trust the people 
ina new choice. Besides, not daring to calla 
new parliament, carries along with it a suppo- 
sition to the dishonour of this House: for it 
supposes that another Tfouse of Commons 
would act cifferently from the present : which 
is to confess that this House does~ not truly re- 
present the people ; that they and their repre- 
sentatives are of different minds; and that 
if they were to chuse again, they would 
chuse men of other principles, of other senti- 
ments. He 

I will not trouble you farther-wiith answe 
to the arguments for this bill ; those against it, 
that weigh must with me, are these: ‘That fre- 
quent new parliaments are our constitution ; 
that a long parliament is plainly destructive of 
the subjects just right, and many ways incon- 
sistent with the good of the nation. Is it rea-. 
sonable any particular men should for a long 
time engross so great a trust, exclusive of 
others; can it be of advantage to the public, 
that the counties, cities, boroughs, should be 
long confined to those they have once chosen, 
their interests admitting of great variation In 
length of time? ~ 

Frequent new parliaments are our constitu- 
tion, and the calling and holding of them was 
for many ages the practice. Before the con- 
quest, parliaments were held three times every 
year, at Christmus, Easter, and Whitsantide. 
In Edward the 3d’s time it was enacted, 
‘ That parliaments should be holden every- year 
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liberties of the subject, after many breaches 
had been made upon them, it was, among’ other 
things declared, ‘ That- parliaments ought to 
‘be heldfrequently.’” And what follows in that 
act is very strong, for it declares and enacts, 
‘ That all and singular the rights and liberties 
‘asserted and claimed inthe said declaration, 
‘are the indubitable rights and liberties of the 


énce, or oftener if need be.” This must bejun- 
derstood of new parliaments, for prorogations 
and long adjournments were not then known.; 
they were never heard of till later years. They 
began in Flenry the 8th’stime, that’prince and 
his ministers knowing long parliaments were 
best fitted to make great changes. They were 
therefore inventions when extraordinary things 
were to be done, when what was then the 
church was to be altered, and the church lands 
to be taken away. There is. nothing of this 
sort now, I hope, intended. From that time 
our histories tell us, that whenever the same 
parliaments were long continued, or the meet- 
ings of parliament long discontinued, they gave 
great uneasiness. In the unfortunate reign of 
king Charles 1, there had been an intermission 
of parliaments 12 years, which produced an act 
in the 16th year of that king. ‘ For the prevent- 
¢ ing the inconveniences happening by long inter- 
€ mission of parliaments.’ That act, in the pream- 
ble recites the law made in the reign of Ed- 
ward 8, ‘ That parliaments ought to be held 
* every year once; but that the appointment 
‘ of time and place belonged to his majesty and 
‘ his royal progenitors; And that it had been 
‘ found. by experience, great inconveniences 
“and mischiefs had happened to the king, and 
© to the commonwealth, by not holding parlia- 
* ments accordingly.’ And for the prevention. 
of the like for the future, it enacts, ‘ That the 
“ said laws shall be strictly observed ; and“that 
* in case there be an intermission of the sitting 
€ of pz vliament for three years together, if there 
‘is a parliament in being, that parliament 
‘shall be dissolved,’ and very extravagant 
powers were given forthe calling and assembling 
of another: ‘ And every such parliament was 
“ not to be dissolved of 50 days, without their 
“own consent.’ This extraordinary step was 
svon followed by an act intitled, ‘ That the 
€ parliament shoald not be dissolved, prorogued 
‘ or adjourned, but by act of parliament; nor 
* the Houses of Parliament adjourned but by 
* themselves respectively.’ I need not be par- 
ticular in recounting the consequences of this 
act of parliament ; for every one knows, that 
set of men, when they had thus continued: 
themselves, never stopped till they had mur- 
dered the best of princes, and entirely subvert- 
ed our constitution both in church and state. 
Soon after the Restoratioa of king Charles 
2, the act for the preyenting the incanve- 
miences happening by the long intermission of 
parliaments was repealed, because derogatory 
to the prerogative, and because it might be an 
occasion of many mischiefs and inconveniences, 
and endanger the public peace and safety ; but 
atthe same time it is declared and enacted, 
‘ That because, by the ancient Jaws and sta- 
* tutes, parliaments are to be beld very often, 
“the sitting and holding of parliaments shall 
‘not be intermitted above three years at the 
* most.’ This law not having been so well ob- 
served, as it ought to have been at the Revolu- | 
tou in the Convention Parliament, when it 
avRS ea necessary to declare the rights and 
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‘and all the particulars thereof shall be firmly 
‘and strictly holden and observed, as they are. 
‘ expressed in the said declaration,’ The right 
claimed and asserted, is, ‘That parliaments 
‘ ought to be held frequently ;’ And soon after 
anew parliament. was called, which sate an- 
nually: Butthis was not looked upon to be a 
complyiy with the right claimed, and there- 
fore, after that*parliament had sat three times, 
in the fourth session it was thought Kecessary 
tocome toa farther explication, and a 

passed both Houses, but was rejected by thy 
throne, ‘ For the frequent, meeting and calling 
“of Parliaments.’ Others were attempted in 
the next session, and it is well known how they 


succeeding session, a Bill passed both Houses, 


bill is to alter: But before it is altered, | hope 
it will be shewn, that what is asserted in the 
preamble, is mistaken, and has proved other- 
wise. In the preamble two things are asserted, 
‘ That by the ancient laws and statutes of the 
‘kingdom, frequent parliaments ought to be 
“held; and that frequent new parliaments tend. 
‘ very much tothe happy union and good agree- 
‘ment of the king and his people.’ The first 
proposition is incontestable ; and the latter, I 
think, will not be denied ; for frequent and new 
parliaments create a confidence between the 
king and his pegple, a very necessary step to- 
wards an union and good agreement. If the 
king would be acquainted with his people, ‘and 


way; and I am persuaded this House will never 


and intercept the other. ; 

I cannot entertain so unworthy a_ thought of 
this Llouse, that any gentleman in it would at 
this time, in direct terms, be for perpetuating 
themselves ;" yet if they consentto this bill, I 
shall reckon they are doing it; for though it 
only prolongs this parliament for seven years, 
I cannot doubt but hereafter there will be ano« 
ther for continuing it longer; beciuse, before 
the end of this term, the reasons will probably 
be stronger for it, than they arenow; Neither 
can ] imagine that gentlemen are afreid to 
trust the people’s choice again; Do they think 
that the great and memorable things this par- 
liament has done for the sérvice and benefit of 
their country, will make them less acceptable 
to the peonle? No one willsay so; and then I 
see no reason why they should be for making 
this alteration in our laws snd constitution, 
which will certainly have .a very il effect upon 
the minds of the people: For they will be 


- 


came to miscarry in this House; but in the’ 


and had the royal assent.’ That isthe act this 


have more the hearts of them, this is the surest: 
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‘ people of this kingdom, and so shall be es- 
‘ teemed, allowed, aujudged, and taken to be; 


consent to any thing that may prevent the one, — 
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ready to say, and with reason, that after the 
expiration of the three years, you are no longer 
their representatives, because they chose you 
With great submis- 
sion I speak it, in my poor opinion, King, Lords, 
and Commons can no more continue a parlia- 
ment beyond its natural duration, than they 
can make a parliament. I know :at extraor- 
dinary junctures, conventions have been turned 
into parliaments: but it has been thought ad- 
visable soon to determine them, and to pass 
acts in the subsequent legal parliaments, to con- 
firm what they have done. And I make no 
i doubt, but if this bill passes into a law, and 
! this parliament is cont:uued more than three 
' years, there will be an act in the succeeding 
parliament to confirm whatever shall be done 
after the three years. There is an instance in 
your statute-book, where all the acts of a par- 
liament were declared void, and repealed, be- 
cause the parliament was unlawfully summon- 
ed, and the members not duly chosen. 

I need not urge farther, that the wisest go- 
vernments that have preserved a face of liberty, 
have never continued those long, with whom 
they have intrusted the supreme power. That 
by this bill, you have all the mischief of a long 
parliament, without any of the good of a short 
ene. That astanding parliament and a stand- 
ing army are convertible, and only necessary 
to support one another. And that there can 
be no occasien for this bill at this time, because 
this parliament may have two more sessions, 
if the king pleases. But as I have already 
taken up so much of your time, I shall only add, 
that for the reasons I have given, I am against 
eommitting this bill. 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
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Mr. Archibald Hutcheson, * spoke against 
she Bill thus. 
| Mr. Speaker; I cannot content myself in 
the great question now before’you, to deliver 
‘my opinion barely by veting init; for I think 
jt of that importance to the nation, to deserve 
and need the most thorough examination. I 
heartily wish it might have had a much longer 
time of consideration, than I perceive gentle- 
men are disposed to give it; but since we are 
entered on the debate of it, I shall endeavour 
toexpress my thoughts about it with great 
plainness and freedom. 


My present opinien, Sir, according to the best. 


judgment Fam able to form, is, that if we should 
ive our consent to the passing of the bill be- 
.fore usinto a law, we should be guilty .of the 
most notorious breach of the trust reposed in 
us, by those who sent us hither, and should 
make a very dangerous step towards the un- 
dermining of that constitution, which our an- 
eestors have been so careful to preserve, and 
thought no expence, either of blood or trea- 
sure,too much for that purpose, and under 
which we do yet enjoy those privileges and ad- 


—— 


* Member for [astings. Sce the Petition 
from that town and port, against the Bill, at 
p- 309, ; 


vantages, which no other nation in the world 
can at this day boast of. 

This is the light in which the bill yet ap~ 
pears to me; and therefore if I did believe 
what some gentlemen do, That it would be 
conducive to several good ends, yet that would 
not be sufficient to gain my consent thereto ; 
for I cannot think those ends, however desira- 
ble, equivalent to such a price, as that of 
giving up, or even making a dangerous advance 
towards the giving up entirely, the British Con- 
stitution. Much less would I give my consent 
to such a law, when I am of opinion, That i¢ 
would be so far from contributing to the ends 
pretended to be aimed at thereby, that it 
would have the direct contrary effect: and if 
we are not to do evil that good may come of 
it, surely we must not do evil, only to bring 
mischief upon ourselves. 
_ These are my reasons against the bill, 
That our consent to it would be a breach of 
trust, and a dangerous breach upon our con- 
stitution; and that, if it were not. liable to 
this objection, That yet it would serve to pur- 

oses directly contrary to those pretended to 

Ee aimed at, by gentlemen who are fur the 
bill; I shall endeavour to explain myself in 
these points. 

Give me leave therefore to mention, what 
appears to me to have been the ancient consti- 
tution of parliament, and also how the same 
has been and stands changed at this time, with 
relation to the matter which is now the subject 
of our debate. I believe it will, nay, it must 
be agreed, That before the reign of Henry 
8, there was no single instance of a pro- 
rogation of parliament: That parliaments had 
only one sessions, and those generally very 
short ones, none of which ever lasted a year : 
That to prevent the mischief of long intervals 
of parliament, it was enacted in the 4th 
year of Edward 3, That. parliaments should 
be holden annually, and this was con- 
firmed by subsequent acts of parliament: and 
therefore I may venture to afhrm, that by the 
ancient constitution, parliaments were to be 
holden frequently, and to be of the continus 
ance only of one sessions, and that there was 
no right or power in the crown to prorogue the 
same: I say, this I can affirm, on the same 
foundation, and with as strong reason, as I 
can affirm, That the eldest son, after the 
death of his father, shall inherit, as heir at law, 
the lands in fee-simple; or that the youngest 
son shall inherit, where the custom of 
Borough-English prevails ; or that all the sons 
shall equally inherit the lands of Gavel-kind ; 
or, indeed, as I can affirm of any part of the 
common law, or the particular usages of the 
kingdom; for these are supported only by 
constant practice and prescription immemo- 
rial; and they neither need nor can have a 
stronger support than this; for surely of all 
laws, those must be allowed to carry with them 
the strongest evidence of justice, which have 
been always submitted to, without any change 
or alteration, ~ | 
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The application is obvious to the point in 
debate, I mean as far as the reign of Henr 
8; and if at that time this was the consti- 
tution of parliament, it will not be easy to. 
shew how the same has been since legally 
changed ; but I shall speak to this more fully, 
after I have answered an objection which has 
been made. It has been said, ‘ That it is no 
‘ proof that the crown had ‘no power to pro- 
‘ rugue parliaments and to continue'the same 
‘ parliament for several sessions, although there 
‘were no instances thereof until ‘the reign 
‘of Henry 8.” If this objection have 
any weight it will equally hold against any 
other part of the common law, which hath 
hitherto remained uncontested: for may aot 
the younger sons, in this way. of reasoning, 
say, That although there be no instance, that 
any of them have hitherto claimed to inherit, 
equally with the eldest, the lands in fee-simple, 
that yet is no proof against their right of 
making such a claim, and having it determined 
for them. And if such a case should be 
brought into Westminster -Hall, it is evident, 
that there is no act of parliament which settles 


the point, nor any preceding resolution, be- 


cause the matter was never in question before; 
and yet surely no gentleman will affirm, that 
the judges would be at liberty to determine 
this as a new case, whatever equity they might 


' conceive in the pretensions of the younger 


sons, but would be strictly tied to adjudge 
according to the constant and uninterrupted 
usage. And had the Lords and Commons, 
when the first attempt of proroguing was 
made upon them, insisted, that the crown had 
no such power, and the opinion of the judges 
had been required therein, it was impossible 
that they coutd have determined otherwise, 
than according to the constant usage, or that 
they would have adjudged such an original 
power in the crown, which had never been 
exerted, from, the earliest mention which our 
records, or history, make of parliaments, to 
that very day: or that they could bave con- 
ceived it possible, that the crown could have 
had such a power, and yet never asserted it in 
one single instance, in the course of so many 
hundred years. _ 
_ If the facts I have mentioned are, as they 
appear to me to be undeniably true, the in- 
ference I thence make. is next to a demon- 
stration ;- and I may venture to add, That 
there is no part of our laws built on a tore 
solid foundation, and supported with stronger 
reasons: reasons which must eternally have 
the greatest weight, and make the deepest im- 
pression on the minds of a people, who have 
any sense of liberty ; and, thanks be to God ! 
we are yet a free nation. For without the fre- 
uency of parliaments, the opportunity of re- 
ssing those grievances would be lost, which 
more ar less have happened in all reigns, from 
the influence and administration of evil cous- 
sellors,and wicked ministers, who will always pre- 
fer their own private interests and sinister views, 
# the honour of their prince,and welfare of their 
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couatry: and it is to the dread which such 
impious monsters bave always had, I hope, will — 
eyer have, of the just vengeance of a parlia~ 
ment, that we hitherto owe the preservation of 
our liberties; for, had the times of being 
called to an account in parliament been at any - 
considerable distance, the attempts of bold 
and daring men would have had no curb; and 
indeed it 1s but one step more, and that not 


‘difficult, from a long to the intire disuse of 


parliaments, and resolving the~ government 
into an absolute monarchy ;. but I will urge 
this point no farther, because I believe it will 
be generally allowed; and that, whatever 
might be-the private opinion of any particular 
person, no Briton will -be yet so hardy, as to 
declare himself against the necessity of frequent , 
parliaments, i os ys 

I wish, gentlemen would as_ generally 
cencur, that the other part which I have men- 
tioned, and-I think have made appear, to have {| 
been our ancient constitution, were as absv- ; 
lutely necessary to the preservation of our i 
liberties ; I mean parliaments of one session, 
not only frequent, but frequent new parlia- ; 
ments. The thing indeed appears very evi- { 
dent to me; so evident, that in my poor opi- } 
nion, our liberties would not be more, may 
not so precarious under an absolute monarch, 
as with a House of Commons who had right 
to sit either-for many years together, or without 
any limitatien of time; for it is certain, that a 
prince, who had stood only on the bottom of 
his own absolute authority, assisted with a few 
ministers and some troops, would still think 
himse}f pretty much upon his good behaviour 
towards the united body of his people; and 
would (probably) be cautious of exerting ‘his 
power in such a manner, as to give a just proe 
vocation to-a general revolt, and setting up 
another in his stead; but a priace with a par- 
liament at his devotion, would be. infinitely 
more terrible, and with much greater security, © 
might givea loose to every extravagancy of 
power; for when the representatives of the 
people, who are chosen by them to be the 
guardians of their liberties, can be prevailed 
on, for little advantages to themselves, to 
betray their trust, and come into all the mea- 
sures of a designing ministry, it is then, in- 
deed, that the liberties of a people are in the 
most imminent danger; and surely, thereis_ . 
great reason to apprehend, that'a Hoase of 
Commons might soon become very obsequious 
to a ministry, if they were to sit for a long 
period, or without limitation, and that there 
were no near day in view ‘of a new election, 
when the conduct of gentlemen in this place 
would be enquired into in their respective 
countries, | : - 

.I believe it-will not be denied, That it 1s 
very possible for a minietry, by pensions and — 
employments to sume, and by the expecta- 
tions raised in others, and by the corruption 
of electors, and. returning officers, to obtain a 
very great majority, entirely and blindly at 
their devotion, even at the very first meeting of 
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a parliament, and that by a committee of 
elections and other proper helps, their party 
may daily increase; and that such a _parlia- 
Ment may be so far from protecting the liber- 
ties of their country, or from being a terror to 
evil ministers, as to become themselves the 
tools of oppression in the hand of such a mi- 
nistry, aud by their authority, to consecrate 
the worst of actions, to declare every honest 
patriot, who has the courage to attempt to stem 
the tide of wickedness, and to stand up for the 
° Jiberties of his country, to be its greatest 
- enemy; and those who are ready to give it up, 
to be the only true friends of our constitution ; 
aad if thisshould ever happen to be our case, I 
beg gentlemen to consider, Whether a greater 
curse could fall on any people than to have 
such a parliament as this entailed upon them. 
Iremember very well, what an outcry was 
raised against the last parliament, on asuspicion 
only, that a repeal of the Triennial Act was in- 
tended, and the arguments’ against it without 
doors, were then the very same with those which 
are now urged against it within: What an in- 
consistency must it then appear, to see those 
very gentlemen, who were then the most zea- 
lous opposers of such an attempt, hecome now 
the most violent advocates for it? And will 
"it not also in some measure affect their in- 
tegrity, publicly to own, that the arguments 
they pretended to be then influenced by, had 
not the least weight with them; and that the 
thing in itself was very desirable, when there 
should be a good ministry and parliainent in 
being, and pernicious only in the then si- 
tuation of aitairs? It was not certainly from 
this consideration, that the late ministry and 
parliament were diverted from the attempt: 
' They, doubtless, had a very good opinion of 
themselves, and were confirmed therein by the 
voice of a great majority of the people, and 
which, by a most strange and unaccountable 
witchcraft, still continues in their favour, if I 
may depend upon what several who have ar- 
gued for the bili seem to have agreed to. 
- Imust beg gentlemen to consider, that the 
mischief I Lave mentioned, will be no ways 
prevented by the present posture of our affairs; 
for though we may have now a good ministry 
aud parhament, their continuance, notwith- 
standing the intended law, will still depend on 
the pleasure of the prince ; for I do not per- 
ceive tha: any gentleman will move for a clanse 
to continue the ministry for life; ‘or that 
the parliament shall not be dissolved without 
their own consents; and if, by ill advice to his 
majesty, achange should happen, may it not 
_s0-fall out, that along continuance of a new 
ministry and partiament, may be of infinite pre- 
jJudice to the nation: Surely, therefore, it will 
be wisdom, in the making of this, or any otner 
law, not to consider sume little present con- 
veniency, but the general and obvious tendency 
ofthe same. I theretore think that Iam yet 
warranted to say, -and shall say it, till I am 
convinced that I have mistaken the matter, 
Tuat frequent new. parliaments was the ancient 


that the ancient constiiution. was so, or that I¢ 
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constitution ; that until the reign of Henry 8, 
there was no stronger evidence for any part of 
the common law, than there,was for this part of 
ourconstitution; and that the same was built, 
and stands upon as sulid a foundation as anylaw } 
ever did, or can do, being absolutely necessary ( 
and essential to the hberties of a free people. | 

It is true, Henry the 8th, in the 2ist year of 
his reign, prorogued the parliament, which was 
the first instance of this kind, and succeeding 
princes have, more or less, continued the same 
practice ; but 1 can in no wise agree, to what 
some gentlemen would thence infer, That the 
crown had always a right to do so; for I think 
I have made the contrary very evidently. ap- 
pear; and that until the 21st of Henry the 8th, 
no part of our common law was better esta~ 
blished than this ancient English constitution 
of frequent new parliaments; but it is remark- 
able, that this having been the first instance of 
a prorogation, it was thought convenient to 
strengthen the further cuntinuance of that par- 
liament by adjournment also: If the crown, 
before the time [ have mentioned, had not the 
power of continuing the same parliament by 
prorogations; it will not be easy to shew, how 
they have come legally by it since: Sure I am, 
that there is no act of parliament which vests 
any such power in the crown, and prescription 
immemorial is not so much as pretended to. 
The short of the matter seems to me then na 
more than this: A very arbitrary prince, the 
better to serve the ends he had then in view, 
boldly invades the liberties of his people, and 
uurps a new prerogative, unheard of before ; 
That parliament tamely submits thereto, either 
out of fear, or for baser reasons ; perhaps they 
were pleased with a longer continuance, and 
the agreeable prospect of sharing in the advan- 
tages of laws, which they were afterwards to 
make, I mean, the dissolution of abbies; and 
although thereby the foundation of our happy 
Reformation was laid. yet that is intirely owing 
to another cause, and in no wise to the pious 
intentions, either of that prince, or of that par- 
lament. This new prerogative was at first 
used with much caution, and thereby the fatal 
tendency thereof was not so svou discovered 5 
and when tie possession of this power became 
strengthened in the crown by acoptinuance of | 
time, and the acquiescence of the nation, 1% 
was much more difficult to get rid of the in- 
novation, than it was at first to have prevented 
the same; and it has been, I presume, thought 
nore prud:nt to continue our acquiescence, 
whilst the inconvenieuces were in. aly meas 
sure supportable, rather than te endeavour te 
retrieve this most valuable part of our ancient 
constitution by furce of arms; although this 
remedy hati been resorted to frequently, and 
on much slighter occasions in my opinion. 

But I cannot see, that froma power SO ag 
sumed, and so continned, it will follow, either 


are 


emo. 


ought to be. so at this day; and I must says 
that whatever arguisents can be brought to 
support that doctrine, will equally justify the 
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exercise of any other past of arbitrary power ; 
for upon the starting up of apy new preroga- 
tive, it is but saying, That the crown had al- 
ways a right to it, although it was never claimed 
or.exercised before ; and there tnay be parlia- 


' ments complaisant enough to acquiesce therein, 


which perbaps might be ashamed, by a new 
express law, barefaced and unmasked, to give 
up the liberties of their country ; and-I do not 
see, but that this would be as good a com- 
mencement for. any new prerogative, as the 


+ power of proroguing at first had. Let gentle- 


men consider, what the ancient laws of Eny-~ 
laud were, inthe matter of imprisonments, and 
what the practice was for some time befure tbe 
act ef Habeas Corpus. I hope there is no 
Briton so abandoned to the notions of slavery, 
as to affirm, that it ever was by the laws of 
England, in the power of the prince to im- 
prison any.of his subjects during. bis will aad 
yleasure, and without any reasons assigned : 
They were to be imprisoned, only, when legally 
charged with crimes, and were either to be 
tried for the same, or released from their im- 
prisonment, in a reasonable time; and as to 
this, the act of Habeas Corpus was not intro- 
ductive of a new law, but declarative only of 
the old; this is su essential to the being of a 


. free people, that it must be agreed, that our 


} other which was claimed by the crown. 


law was always thus: I am sure, without it, 
our condition would differ little from the slavery 
of Turkey ; for the bow-string itself, a speedy 
death, is mercy, when compared to a lingering 
confinement. And yet it Is certain, that be- 
fore the act of Habeas Corpus, the good sub- 
jects of England were sometimes thus ar- 
bitrarily and illegally imprisoned, to gratify the 
avarice, ambition, malice, or revenge of evil 
counsellors and-wicked ministers ; and the ad- 
vocates for prerogative did as strictly insist on 
the legality of this power, as they dace any 
I 
cannot indeed tell how long this power of ar- 
bitrary imprisoning had been exercised, but I 


am apt to believe it may vie for antiquity, 


{ with the power of proroguing parliaments. 


I must also put gentlemen in- mind of the 
prerogatives claimed and exercised by king 
James the 2d, to dispense with the laws, to 
command our bishops and clergy to read in 
their churehes his illegal proclamations, and -to 
suspend and. imprison them for disobeying, with 
many others ot the like kind, which are recited 
by the Claim of Rights; and it is certain, that: 
had we not been rescued by the Revolution, alt 
these and many. more, bad been good preroga- 
tives at this day, and might have been all of 
them supported with as good arguments, as 
any can be used for the power of proroguing in 
the reign of Henry the 8th; aud some of them 
with as guod, nay, with the very same argu- 
ments as are used for the legality of the power 
-at this very time, I hope therefore we shall 
be very cautious of admitting such argaments, 
as tend naturally to support all extravagancies 


_ of power whatsoever, and to let in upen us an 


inundation of. oppressions, 


im 
» 


.duct of bis next successor, an end was put to 
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_ In the late reigns, and. in. particular by the 
long Pensionary. Parliament, in the reign of 


Charles the 2d, the. nation became very sensi« 


ble of the mischievous consequences, which had. 


already happened, and the more fatal .which 


might still result, from the dangerous breach 
which had been made in our‘ancient constitu- 
tion: It was now evident to the. meanes¢ 


_capacity, That a designing prince, who, with 


the assistance of a wicked ministry, should be 


able, after several trials, at last to. procure a . 
parliament to his purpose, would have the li- 


berties. of his people entirely in bis power, and 
might govern them at pleasure; from wiich 


. state of slavery it was evident, that nothing 


less than a revolation could rescue them; and 


_if they failed in that experiment, that then their 
-ehains would be riveted for ever. . Under-this 


mélancholy prospect of. affairs the nation 
groaned, and complaints were heard in every 


Corner of our streets; and even the very pen- - 


sioners in that parliament, were not arrived to 
such a pitch of impiety, as to take pleasure in 
the drudgery they had engaged in, but acted 
with. reluctancy and remorse, and as we have . 
been very lately told in this’ place, betrayed 
the cause they had so wickedly espoused, and 


_freqnently gave notice to the friends of Engs 


land, of the attempts which were to be made 
on the liberties of their country. This Pen- 
sionary Parliament was at last dissolved, bus }. 
on what views, and by what advice, I will not 
pretend.to say. Certain it is, that that prince 
never had it afterwards in his power, in a pat- 
liamentary way, to destroy the-liberties of the 
people. The resumption of charters was then 
put in practice, with many. other expedients, 
towards the establishment of an’ absolute mo- 
narchy, which had.been long in view; But by, 
the death of that prince and the unskilful con 


those designs fer that time, the people having 
unanimously applied the only remedy in ‘such! 
cases, and this brought about the late happy | 
Revolution. xe - 

I have been often surprise, when I reflected | 
how wanting we were to. ourselves upon’ ttt | 
turn, in not retrieving and securmg for ead 
by the Claim of Rights, our ancient constitution 
of frequent new parliaments, which, in my poor | | 
opinion, was mach more valuable than all that | 
we claimed besides; but we obtained this im 
part, by the act passed in the 6th year of the , 
reign of king Wiliam, and which the- bill be- ; 
fore us is intended to repeal; for by that act, | 
we are to have new. paritaments, at least once | 
in. three years; and éven this is such @ security ; 
to the British liberties, that all the objections | 
against triennial elections are but very trifles, ; 
when compared with that: Therefore T am 
not.a little surprised, when I bear gentlemen 
say, That the Triennial Act 1s a new constitu- 
tion, and that the repeal intended thereof, will 
be but restoring the king in part to his preroga- 
tives, and setting the constitution a little nearer : 


! 


to what it anciently was; surely there ig: 


‘ 


nothing farther from the. truth of-the fact: {— 
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The ancient constitution was, at least, annual 
new parliaments, and this was broke in upon,‘ 
and that breach afterwards continued in the 
manner which I have already set forth: and 
‘ by this act we have no new privilege granted, 
but only restored in part to those which we al- 
ways had aright to. But were it in reality a 
new grant: Shall we give it up only to enlarge 
the prerogatives of the crown? May we not, 
in the same way of reasoning, give up the Ha- 
beas Corpus act, and all the- other privileges 
and immunities, which have been obtained to 
the people from the crown, from the date of 
Mayna Charta to this very day? This surely 
has not been the good old way of reasoning in 
this place, and I presume, it will meet with due 
discouragement at this time. I hope -we shall, 
on this and all other occasions, acquit our- 
selves like Britons, and not give up, in com- 
laisance to any ministry, the smallest, much 
ess the greatest and most valuable privilege of 
those we represent; and that we shall have 
the utmost caution in making any step, that 
may have the least tendency towards that 
slavery, from which, at the risk of a revolu- 
tion, and the immense expence of blood and 
treasure, we have so lately rescued ourselves. 
I hope yet to live to see the day, when our 
present gracious sovereign king George the 1st, 
will have the glory to corplete the entire re- 
storing of our ancient constitution, to which 
his predecessor king William the 3d, hath 
made such a considerable advance; and that 
instead of triennial, we shall have annual new 
parliaments. Then indeed the British jiberties 
will be founded on a rock, which the machina- 
tions of the worst ministries will never be able 
to prevail against ; and the crown will be fre- 
quently and faithfully informed of the senti- 
ments of the people, and be thereby enabled to 
preserve with them that confidence and good 
correspondence, so absolutely necessary for. 
the happiness of both: To this I may add, 
that the inconveniencies from triennial elec- 
tions, will thereby be much more effectually 


redressed and cuggd than ever they will be, by |. 


passing the bill before us intoa law. Upon 
- the whole therefore, J shall take leave to affirm, 
| That we have at present an undisputable right 
| to triennial new parliaments, and a very just 
{ claim, for I know of no law that bas deprived 
; us “hereof, to annual elections. 
} But I have something to urge, as to the 
) breach of our trust in the passing of this law; 
_ it is agreed on all sides, that whatever the an- 
' eient constitution might be, yet we were chosen 
; when the law for Triennial Parliaments was, 
? as it is still, in force; and that we were, and 
- could be chosen only for the term of three years, 
' if his majesty should think fit to continue us so 
« long; therefore to continue ourselves for a 


‘ longer term, would be a manifest deceiving of 


: those who chose us, who expected, and could 
not but expect, at the end of three years to have 
: the opportunity of a new choice, and to alter 
: where they found themselves mistaken. It 
* would also be a very great injustice to many 


‘constitute @ person my attorney, with very large 


thousands of others, who have a right to offer 
their service to their country, And who, for the 
honor of the nation, I am willing to hope, are 
in all respects equally qualified for the service 
with us, who have at present the honor to fill 
those seats. 

If this bill were to enlarge only the continu- 
ance of future ‘parliaments, I should give my 
negative to it for the reasons [ have already 
mentioned, and yet in that case the electors 
would have a fair warning for what time they 
were to chuse, and those elected, would be tru- 
ly and properly the representatives of the peo- 
ple; which I conceive cannot be said with 
truth of the present Parliament, if they should 
be continieed beyond the three years: this, to 
me, is an insuperable objection against this part 
of the bill; for if we may add four years to our 
present term, may we not add forty, may we 
not make ourselves perpetual: or even extin- 
guish parliaments themselves? Nay, what ‘is it 
which we may not do, or, after this step, what 
is it which the people of Great Britain may not 
apprehend that we will de? Can we do any 
thing much worse, than tu subvert dne of the 
three estates of the realm, and to substitute a 
new one in the place thereof, and instead of a 
House of Commons by the choice of the people, 
as it always has been, and ever ought to be, to 
establish a new kind of House of Commons, and_ 
till now unheard of, by act of Parliament? 

The great partiality which all parties in their 
turns bave shewn in the determination of elec- 
tions, has been too long the general complaint, 
and one of the greatest blemishes on the justice 
and conduct of the House of Commons; and it 
is certainly a crying wickedness, and a most 
dangerous practice ; therefore I am willing to 
hope that we éhall not, by giving our consent 
unto the bill before us, out-do all that ever was 
done of this kind by former parliaments. They 
have chosen only 30 or 40 members for some 
particular places, which is a trifling peccadillo 
to what is now attempted, I mean the chusing 
of 558 at once, for the whole nation. 

It has been said by some who have spoke in 
the debate, ‘ That we are chosen with fall | 
¢ power to consent to such laws as we shall 
¢ judge for the benefit of the nation ; that there 
‘are no restrictions or Jimitations in our pow- 
‘ers; and that therefure we may pass such new 
‘ laws, or repeal such old ones, and the Trien- 
‘nial Act, as well as any other, as we shall 
‘ think expedient; and that by a repeal of the 
‘ Triennial Act, we shall, after the three years, 
¢ still continue to be the representatives of the 
‘ people by virtue of their former choice, with- | 
¢ out any new election for that purpose.’ This 
appears to me to be a plain begging of the ques- 

ion, and a very fallacioos wgy of reasoning. I 


t 


aod general powers for the term of three years, | 
and, no doubt, what he shall do aicieree to 

those powers, during that term, shell bind me, | 
but what he shall afterwards do is void ; and it 
cannot be said, that by the general words of | 
doing all act and acts ia my name, that he ia | 
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enabled to add four years more to the continu- 
ance of his power. I know there are great dis- 
parities between such powers, and those given 
by the people to their representatives in par- 
liament: but yet I think, that to the purpose I 
intend it, the parallel will hold. I will readily 
agree, that the powers given by the people to 
their representatives are very large, but I can 
by no means go the length of some gentlemen, 
to think them absolutely unlimited, or that such 
ill use may not be made of this power, as to 
amount to a forfeiture thereof, — 

Our histories are full of instances, and we 
have a very late one, that kings themselves may 
be guilty of such an abuse of their power, as to 
forfeit the same, and give the people a right to 
a new choice, and it will not, it cannot be said, 
that the immediate creatures of the people, who 
have no pretence to power, but by delegation 
from them, are more absolutely their masters, 
or more independent than the crown itself: 
pray considér, whether we can be guilty of a 
greater provocation to those we represent, than 
to deprive them for any time of being repre- 
sented by their own choice, and to change the 
ancient third estate of the nation, into a new 
invented one, unknown to former ages; and 
whether they will think a little sophistry, and a 
few finesses of arguments, a sufficient reparation 
for an injury of so high a nature. 

But I[ have a much stronger objection against 
this part of the bill, and cannot help being yet 
of opinion, that if it should go through al] the 
forms of an act of parliament, pass both Houses, 


: and have the royal assent, that it will still re- 
: main a dead letter, and not obtain the force of 


, depends. 


a law; for I am warranted by one of our great- 
est lawyers to affirm, ‘ that an act of parliament 
‘ may be void in itself ;’ and if there are any 
cases out of the reach of the legislature, this 
now before us must be admitted to beone ; for 
what can be more against common sense and 
reason than to bea felo de se, to destroy that 
constitution, or any essential part thereof, upon 
which our existence in our political capacity 
{ am also supported in this by the 
authority of learned divines; I shall mention 


| but one, and I speak it for his honour, the pre- 
; sent, bishop of Bangor, who has unanswerably 
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made it evident, ‘ that all people have natural 
‘ rights, and that a free people have legal ones, 
¢ which they may justly maintain, and which no 
‘legislative authority whatsoever can deprive 
“them of.’ And can a free people have a more 
valuable right, than that of being fairly and fre- 
quently represented in parliament, by persons 


: of their own chusing? This surely is a right as 


ya i eanbanen 


valuable as liberty itself, being absolutely ne- 
cessary, to the subsistance and continuance 


_thereof.. . : 


For the.sake of those gentlemen who seem so 
very fond of the unlimited power of parliaments, 
(and by which only they can support the validity 
of such a law, as the bill before us is intended 
to introdyce) I shall mention some cases, to 
which they themselves will agree, that this un- 

damited power doth not, cannot extend. As for 


/ 


ad 
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instance, suppose, instead of the bill before us, 
we should pass a law, as was done in the reign 
of Richard the @nd (the:worst prince that ever 
sat upon the English throne) that the power of 
both Houses should be vested in twelve great 
lords! or, as was done in the reign of Henry 


the 8th (the first proroguer of parliaments) that 


the king’s proclamation, with the consent of the 
privy council, should have the force of law: Or, 
as in 1641, that the parliament shonid not be 


dissolved or prorogued without their own con- : 


sents: such laws as these, through oppression 
and violence, have been for some time submit- 
ted to; but surely no gentleman will say, that 
they ever were, or should they be now re- 
enacted, that they would be legally in force; 


for if so, the parliament of 1641 is still in being, | 
for I never heard that they gave their consents | 


to their own dissolution. -_ 

. I will suppose one case more, which has never 
happened, and God forbid it ever should ! that 
an act of parliament should pass to vest the 
whole legislative authority in hie single person 
of the prince, to cloath him with an absolute 
dictatorial power, to extinguish for the future 


both Houses of Parliament, and all other rights | 


and privileges of the people, and to put all 
things hereafter intirely into the power, and to 
be disposed of at the will and pleasure of the 
prince. I am sure no true Briton will ever say 
that such an act of parliament as this would 
have the least validity or force, or be any wise 
binding on the people ; I am sure it would not, 
but instead thereof would, in due time, expose 
the authors of it to the vengeance of an injured 
nation ; which I think is a full proofof what 
I have affirmed, ‘That the powers given by the 
people to their representatives, are not ab- 
solutely unlimited ; nor the powerof the par- 
hament itself so omnipotent, as’ some are 
willing to suppose it : I therefore hope no one 


will endeavour to support this bill by such ar- — 


guments as will equally support the cases I have 
mentioned, and lead us into the most dangerous 
aod unwarranted paths; and on this occasion 
I shall take leave to put gentlemen in mind, 
that France, Denmark, and Sweden were for- 
merly free nations; and what their present 
situation is, and how they have been -reduced 
thereto, is tou well known to need to be repeated. 
_ J have been often much surprised at the bold- 
ness of the Roman clergy, in introducing the 
doctrine of Transubstantiation ; how they could 
have hoped to prevail with their good subjects 
the laity, to believe so monstrous an absurdity, 


and did not rather dread that it would stagger 


their obedience, and occasion a general revolt. 
But our histories inform us, That this was done 
in an age of the grossest ignorance, and of the 
greatest corruption of manners: A proper sea- 
son for such an undertaking ! Accordingly the 
Popish clergy laid hold thereof, well knowing, 
that if they succeeded in this, their empire was 
secured, and implicit faith, without reserve, 
would be thereby for ever established ; it be- 
ing evident, That if this prodigious camel was 
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wards that any thing could stick. I cannot sup- 
pose, nay, it were monstrous to suppose, that 
Our present virtuous and uncorrupt imunistry, 
can, hy the passing of this bill, have any design 
in view parallel to that of the Romish clergy, 
to plain thereby the way to some uther laws, 
which may be thought necessary to the full es- 
tablishment of their power. No certainly ; 
they are ton well satisfied of the uprightness of 
their conduct, to stand in need of any indirect 
supports, and too penetrating, to think they 
could obtain them in a parhament, where the 
majority are so entirely independent of them, 
and who, in the present and former parliaments, 
have approved themselves champions for the 
liberties of their country: Besides, the present 
is so far from being an ‘age of the grossest ig- 
norance, that never was learning at so high a 
pitch, nor men arrived to so noble a way of 
free-thinking, that our motto may justly be, 
‘ Nolumus jurare in verba magistri :’ We scorn 
the musty sayings of antiquity, and will in no- 
thing be pinned down by the dictates of the 
learned, of this or of any other age; therefore 
it 1s impossible to suppose any such design in 
the bill before us, and yet I am very sorry it 
hath been attempted, and hope it will never 
pass, for the reasons I have already mentioned ; 
and also lestit should give too great a handle 
to people without doors, to entertain untoward 
jealousies, and surmises, who may be apt to say, 
That those who can compliment a ministry 
with such a law, can never afterwards refase 
them any thing. . 

I shall, on this occasion, put gentlemen in 
inind of the great debt with which the nation 
is incumbered ;_ a burthen. which is almost be- 
come insupportable, and ready to crush us inte 
ruin; and yet, to our great misfortune, instead 
of diminishing it is daily increasing. I have 
fong observed the fatal methods by which this 
mischief was brought upon us: I was indeed 
in great hopes, that the putting an eternal stop 
to the farther increase of our debt, and the 
settling the most proper measures for the les- 
sening thereof, in such proportions as in a rea- 
sonable time miyht entirely discharge the same, 


would have been the very first work of the pre- 


sent parliament, as it was the must valuable for 
the interest of the nation; but I am sorry to 
see it has hitherto given way to so many other 
considerations, which, how important soever, 
they may be thought, I will’ be bold to say, 
when compared to this, are but like the tything 
of mint and cummin, to the weightier things of 
the law. Surely something must, and very soon 
too, be done in this matter ; for I am persuaded 
no man can be so wicked, as to entertain a 
thought of declaring the nation bankrupt, and 
payidg off this debt with aspunge to the utter 
ruin of thousands of families ; and.as little can 
I suppose any man so stupid as to sleep securely, 
whilst the libérties of his country, and thereby 
his own, and the property of every single per- 
son in the nation, ig in the most precarious si- 
tuation ; for, should we, loaded as we are, be 
angaged in a new wat with any powerful enemy, 


must we not either submit to all the unrensona- 
ble impositions of such an enemy, or find some 
extraordinary means to support such an ex- 
pensive war? Will it not therefore be our wis- 
dom to put our affairs, as soun as possible, on 
such a foot as to make the second part of the 
dilemma practicable, without referring to so 
black an injustice as that I have hinted at, 
either of spunging out all our past debts, or at 
least of borrowing the funds i the use of the 
public, during the continuance of such a war ? 
This surely is a subject of such importance, 
that it will justify the speaking of it, either sea- 
sonably or not; nay, I think it never ought to 
be out of our minds, till something very effectual 
be done therein ; but I mention it chiefly at 
this time, to divert gentlemen from passing the 
bill before us, and continuing the present par- 
lament bi yond the term of three years ; lest 
what shall be afterwards done in so great and so 
good a work by this parliament, if continued, 
may be liable to objection, from the doubts 
which the nation may have of the legality of 
such a parliament ; and for the same purpose 
I shall observe, that we seem pinioned down 
for a long tract of years, and indeed for ever, 
in the methods we proceed in, to a Land Tax of 
two shillings in the pound, and to the Malt, to 
support such a fleet, and such guards and gar- 
risons, as in the profoundest peace, I presume, 
will be always esteemed necessary. The an- 
cient revenues of the crown, applicable to these 
purposes, have long since been mortgaged and 
sold away, and if our present unhappy divisions, 
should for some time require a greater force, 


for the quiet and security of the nation, even 


in times of peace, it is easy to compute how 
much higher the aforesaid taxes will rise. 

Let gentlemen seriously consider, whether it 
will not greatly increase the uneasiness of the 
people, under such heavy burthens, if they 
think they are laid upon them by represen- 
tatives whom they never chose. For my own 
part, I dread the consequence of such a. law, as 
that which we are now about, and doubt it can- 
not be long supported in any other manner, 
than those extraordinary laws were for some 
time, which I have already mentioned; and I 
am persuaded, it is far from the design of any 
in this House, that this law, if it pass, should be 
supported in that way; and to make® standing 
army necessary only to support a standing par- 
lianent ; forto me they seem to be sister twins, 
which can only live, and must die together. 

Ihave now given my severalreasons against 


this bill, which appear to me so strong, as - 


would engage my negative to it, were It even in 
some measure conducive to the ends which are 
pretended: but much more when I am tho- 
roughly convinced, that itis so far from pro- 
moting those ends, that if ever it pass intoa 
law, it will have a tendency directly contrary. 

It has been said, ‘That three years is too 
‘ short a time to effect any thing of great mo- 
‘ment for the service and benefit of the na- 
* tion: That the first sessions is generally spent 
‘and wasted away in the determination of 
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© elections; in the second something is done ; 
* but that the last sessions is usually as much 
“ lost as the first, gentlemen’s minds running so 
¢ much on the ensuing election, .as. to think of 
© nothing else; and the fear also of disobliging 
‘their electors, on so near.a view of a new 
‘ choice, becomes a very great bias to their 
* conduct in parliament, to the prejudice of the 
‘ public service ; so that in this short term of 
‘ three years, there is little more than the work 
‘ of one year done.’ . ee a 

I am not a little surprised, that such asser- 
tions as these should be made use of as argu- 
ments against Triennial Parliaments ; because 


it seems to me to be protegtutio contra factum, 


as was said by a very great man of Dr. Sache- 
verel’s speech. It is evident, that the business 
of the public was carried on for some hundreds 
ef years by annual Parliaments only,. and our 
histuries for that time do not acquaint us with 
any complaints made of the shortness of their 
duration ; And is it not most notorious, that 
there never. were such great things done by any 


’ parliament, as by those which have been holden 


agp Oo ng rey pa seen: eT OR 28TH, 


since the Triennial Act? Was ever a war so 
long and so successfully carried on before, and 
in which this nation bore so great a proportion 
of expence? Were ever sums so amazingly 
great, given by any parliament or parliaments 
before, in the like compass of time, as has. been 
done by these Triennial Parliaments? I affirm, 
there has been more given by them for the sup- 


ply of a single year, than was given in the whole’ 


reign of any of the predecessors of the late king 
William the third, and that the expence of the 
public service, since the Revolution, has amount- 


’ @d to more than it did from the first foundation 


of the English monarchy down to that time ; 
and I will venture to add, that they were such 
supplies, as could have been raised only by par- 
laments of a short continuance ; for it 1s not 
supposable, that the nation would have remain- 
ed quiet under such heavy taxes, had the same 
been imposed by a long Pensionary Parliament, 


such as that of king Charles the second ; but, 
when they were convinced of the absolute ne.‘ 


Cessity of such supplies, from the concurring 
sentiments of frequent new parliaments, they 
were by this, and, by this method only, could 
have been disposed to the cheerful payment of 
the same; when this is seriously considered, I 
am persuaded that no gentleman will say, That 
Triennial Parliaments are incapable of doing 

reat things, when it 1s true beyond the possi- 
Bility of contradiction, that they have actually 
done much greater things than-were ever. done 
by parliaments before: Let us. but compute 
what was done by the long Pensionary Parlia- 
ment of king Charles the second, and what has 
beep done in a, like number of years by Trien- 
nial Parliaments, and then the preference will 
be easily determined: And surely arguments 
from matters of fact, aud long experience, 
ought to be of much gseater weight than those, 
which depend only on conjectural and ill- 
grounded surmises, and a fanciful way of rea- 
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I will agree, that much time is spent, not 


only in the first but in the: second year, in the 
determination of elections; but if these were 
all, without distinction, left to the Committee ap- 
pointed for that, it would not make so great a 
part of the business of the House, as it has of 
late years done: And if the right of election for 
the several cities and boroughs were unalterably 


fixed, and not changed from time to’ time, with. 


respect to the petitioners and sitting members; 


the work, even of the Committee, would be — 


greatly lessened: And I must say, That when- 
ever pentlemen are in earnest disposed to cure’ 
this evil, it.may be done to the honour. and re- 
putation of future parliaments, and to the sav- 
ing nine parts in ten of that time, which has of 


~ 
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late years been consumed in the. business of . 


elections ; and therefore, surely this incon- 
venience can he no objection against Triennial 
parliaments, which is not owing to-that, but to 


very different causes ; and which cannot possi- 


bly be cured by the repeal of the Triennial Acts 
but may be done, if not entirely, yet in a preat 
measure, by proper provisions for that purpose. 

As to the inconveniencies suggested to the 
third sessions of parliament, from the near ap- 
proach of a new choice: It wilt be much the 
same against the second sessions, in which some- 
thing of business is admitted to be done ; for I 
see. but little difference between the influence’ 


-which the prospect of a new choice will have at 


the end of: one, or at the end of two years. 


The objection therefore, as to this purpose, is’ 


altogether trifling; but I will agree, that it has’ 


its weight, if it be urged for the long conti- 
nuance; and greater still, if-it be urged for the. 
perpetuating the present parliament ; for then 
indeed, gentlemen would be freed from all 
anxiety abouta future election, and would be 
ander no restraints, nor have any. bias bn their 


minds from the.sentiments of those-who chose | 


them; but surely it ought not to be thus, nor is 


this.a compliment fit to be made to the electors. 
of Great Britain, and is far from being a suita- 


ble return for the honour they have done us; 


and it is monstrous to suppese, that we should. 
render ourselves disagreeable to the people, by 
a faithful discharge of our duty, and doing that’ 
which is best for the.interest of-the nation... 

Surely we ourselves, in the first part of this 


our first sessions, notwithstanding all the time 
‘spent in the deternunation of elections, have 


been able to find time to give all the necessary 


supplies for the service of the nation; but per- 


haps we have made some discoveries in this age’ 
unknown to former ones, we have a glimpse of 
some light undescribed before, yet it will still 
be true, that this light has sprung -up but very 
lately amung us. . And although this considera- 
tion cannot weaken the real strength of the 


argument, yet it lays it under the imputation of 
novelty, and will be.a full justifitation. of the 


integrity, if not of the sagacity, of those who 
shall persevere in their opposition to the bill. - 
Asto the failure.in the Triennial Act, of an-- 


.swering the expectations of the nation, it. has 
been ,only. asserted in general terms, aud I caa- 
g ‘ 
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not easily guess at what is particularly meant; 
for it bas certainly answered all the ends which, 
from the preamble of the act, we can appre- 
heud to have been expected by the makers 
thereof, or which indeed, in the nature of the 
thing, could have been expected from it ; for 
surely the grievance which had been felt, of a 
very long parliament,is thereby redressed, and 
the constitution of frequent new Parliaments, in. 
part, retrieved, and hronght nearer to what it 
anciently and originally was. . 

Asto the increase of bribery and corruption in 
elections, since the Triennial Act, it is impossi- 
hie it can be owing to that law, or that it would 
be any wise diminished by a repeal thereof; 
and in fact, the increage of bribery and cor- 
ruption in elections may have happened since 
that law, and yet be no wise a consequence 
thereof ; it is contrary to common sense to 
imagine, that those who would purchase their 
seats in parliament, would give more for a tri- 
ennial than for a septennial one, or for a conti- 
nuance during life ? or that such electors, who 
will sell their voices, have not arithmetic enough 
to praportian their prices, to the times they chuse 
their representatives for ; therefore this objeo- 
tion against the Triennial Act is certainly very 
frivolous, unless something much farther he in- 
tended, than I believe any Briton has yet the 
courage to speak out, [ mean, unless it be in- 
tended, before the expiration of the seven years, 
to add a farther term by another act, and so 
on ; then indeed there 18 an effectual stop put 
to all future bribery and corruption in elections, 
and the last election which the people had, was 
to be the last they ever were to have. 

“This bripgs to my mind a very scandalous 
pamphlet, which came out a little before the 
election of the present parliament. I think the 
title of it 19° English Advice to the Freeholders 
of England.” This aSthor takes great pains 
. to divert the people of England from cbusing a 
certain’ party of men, whom he unjustly paints 
- in very black colours; and, amongst others, 

there is an expression to this effect ;: ‘ De not 
* give your vote for one of these people, what- 
- © ever they may offer you, for depend upon it, if 
© there should be a majority of them in parlia- 
. © ment, it isthe last vote you will ever have the 
' © opportunity to give.’ I am persuaded, it is 
far. from the intentions of any gentleman here, 
ta contribute to the credit and reputation of 
that author, by giving even a colour of proba- 
bility to the truth of any of his predictions; and 
this I hope will also have some weight to pre- 
vent -a repeal of the Triennial act; since that 
will have the air of the first bold step towards 
the fuiflling of this wicked prophecy; and the 
making use ofthe argument I have been en- 
deayouring to explode, will nota little heighten 
the suspicion : it being evidently of no force, in 
any other view, but that of carrying the imatter 
to the leagth which this author has foretold. 
_ But ‘surely gentlemen need not thus hunt about 
either for the cause or the-cure of bribery and 
carruption in elections. 
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On the late happy Revolutiog, by which our 
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religion and liberties were preserved, we were 
unavoidably engaged in avery expensive war ; 
and had it been carried on by supplies within 
the year, as it is evident it might have been, our 
war and our taxes would have endeti together ; 
and we should have been then as able, when 
justly provoked thereto, to begin the second 
war, as we were to undertake afirst. But, un- 
nay ply for England, this method was not pur- 
sued, but instead thereof the nation was by 
piece-meal exposed to sale; and execrable 
surely will their nemes be to latest posterity, 
who at first began, or have been since, the chief 
supporters of this accursed practice, by which 


one third part at least ofthe great sums given, — 


have been lost to the service of the nation, 
which now remains loaded with a debt of fifty 
millions ; besides, at least the sum of seventy 
millions, which has been actually raised and 
paid. From hence it followed, that by the 
great burthens on ‘our trade, a new spring of 
commerce more secure and beneficial having 
arisen, I:mean the public funds, almost the 
whole numerous body of our wealthy English 
merchants, who were formerly the glory of our 
own, and the envy of other nations, have thrown 
al} their money into this new channel, and have 
left the ancient trade, from which only the 
wealth of the nation can arise, to be carried on 
by men of small fortunes, who, trading only 
upon credit, are little more than factors for the 
manufacturers of England, who by this unne- 
tural transmigration, are now become the mer- 
chants of the kingdom; and under these dis- 
advantages a great part of our trade, which was 
formerly carried on with vigour by our own, Is 
now fallen into the hands of foreign wealthy 
merchants, and I am afraid irreparably lost to 
us ; the inevitable consequence of which hath 
been, ruiv to thousands and thousands of Bri- 
tish families. And it is as evident, that by the 
long continuance of the land and malt taxes, 
and the’high prices of all things, by the addi- 
tion of new excises, the greater part of the mid- 
dling gentry of the kingdom are half undone , 
and even our greatest commoners, and the no- 
bility themselves, have very sensibly felt these 
pressures upon the public; and if the distress, 
more or less, has become almost universal, no. 
wonder if it has plained the way to bribery and 
corruption, and disposed those who had the op- 
portunities of doing it, to partake of the general 
plunder, and to repair their own at the exspence 
of the public losses. ; 
The funds, as I am informed, produce above 
three millions yearly, towards the interest, and 
sinking’of some part of the principal of our debt: 
this great additional revenue, though the pro- 
perty of private persons, is entirely under the 
management of the officers of the crown, and 
thereby a dependance vastly greater, on a mi- 
nistry, has been created, than ever was before, 
er could otherwise have been; and what influ- 
ence this had on’our elections throughout the 


whole kingdom, the acts of parliament which 
have been made to prevent the same, suffici- 
ently proclaim: We have now an army of civil, 
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s, a$ dangerous as any military foree, en- 
tirely at the devotion of a ministry ; and al- 
though we may fun no risque from this, in the 
hands where his mga as now placed the 
adunusiration, yet we have furmerly been, and 
may again be in peril from this adventitious 
power, of the total loss of our constitution. 

The short of the case seems to me to be, That 
some ministers have by gheir conduct gone a 
’ great way to beggar the nation; and others 
have corrupted those who have been so undone, 
and io this happy situation of men and things, 
the public money has been employed to corrupt 
elevtors, and returning officers, and thereby have 
filed some parliaments with the creatures of a 
ministry, and many have likewise expended vast 
sums of their own, when they saw it necessary, 

to get or secure a place; and by this means 
these parliaments have been filled -with great 
_mumbers of mercenary troops, whose names 
were scarce known in the counties where they 
were chosen, and without any fasmily interests 
of their own, or the assistance of those ‘who 
had; and if there has been any bribery on the 
parts of those who have i st such men, as 
perhaps there may, it has n occasioned by 
the vile arts which have been put in practice 
against them: Soi think I may truly affirm, 
That bribery and corruption, in elections, have 
not fallowed as any consequence of the Trien- 
nial act, but from causes widely different ; and 
that the foundation thereof was at first laid, 
and has been since improved and carried on by 
wicked and designing ministers. As to the cure 
of this evil, I am afraid it cannot be thoroughly 
effected whilst the nation labeurs under. the 
present heavy load of debt; and for this, and 
anany other reasons, it doesnot a little concern 
- us, to make all the progress we possibly can in 
80 great and so geod a work, as is the dis- 
charge thereof. ; . 
As to the heats and animosifies which ‘are 
likewise charged to the account of the Trien- 
nial Act, and the burthen and griévance of 
frequent expensive elections, I shall readily 
agree, That the frequency of electiuns, is di- 
rectly intended and designed by the Triennial 
Act, to prevent the mischievous consequence 
of long continued parliaments: but surely no 
one will say, That this, simply and abstract- 
edly, is a burthen or grieyance: and as to the 
great expence in elections, and the violent 
heats and animosities about them, they are 
not in the least owing to the Triennial Act, as 
ZI have already shewn: and I presume no 
-. gentleman would desire to extinguish the 
ancient English hospitality, for which the 
nation has been so long famed; nor cau any man 
‘imagine it more possible to cure all heats and 
animosities is elections, than to prevent con- 
tentions about them, which the laudable ambi- 
tion of serving the nation hath formerly kept 
up, and I hope it will do so again, without 


the help of any other motives; but besides, I |. 


am persuaded, that cunteantions arising from so 
werthy a principle, and the old English hos- 
pitality, will do no harm. It is strange that 


any. one’ gentlemaft can fancy, thar the. passing 
the bill before us into a law, would cool our 


heats, agd settle us all ia tranquillity ; it seems — 


‘to me to be calculated for the. direct contrary 
purposes, to blew up the flame, and to fill up 


the measure of the nation’s discontents; for it 


is impossible to conceive, that the electors of 
Great Britain, 6f whatever arty or dengimi- 
nation they may be, will not be highly incensed 
by such a law as this; and if they should yni- 
versaily turn their resentménts against those, 
who withont their choice have made themselves 
the representatives of the people; I leave 
gentlemen to judge, whether this would not be an 


animosity of a much more dangerous conse- 


quence than that which we are 
extinguish by this bill. _ 
It is also urged, That 


pretending to 


these frequent elec- 


tions are a great encouragement to the idie- | 
ness and debauchery of the meanest dnd lowest j 


of the people; opportunities only to gratify 


the drunkenuess and lewdness of the mob. ; 


I am sorry that there are any excesses, to give 
foundation for this complaint; but surely the 
evil procveeds from the same cause, and must 
be cured in the same way with tlose others 
which I have already taken aotice of, to have 
been objected to the Trieanial act. And I 
mention this now, only to observe, what pretty 
epithets are given to the electors of Great 
Britain. It was with concern that I heard 
them lately treated in this manner in another 
place, but could never have believed it possible 
to have heard any thiag like it hinted within 
these walla. How low and mean soever they 
may be, they are still the people of Great 
Britain, and we are one of the three estates of 
the realos, by a power derived and-delegated 
from them. And are we.then only the represen- 


tatives of a lewd, drunken, debauched miob? | 


To paint out the Commons of Gréat Britain, 
in such contemptible colours, is surely doing 


great dishonour to ourselves, and is equally uri- | 
_ grateful and unjust to them.. I think we repre- 
sent all the Commons of Great Britain, and | 


surely amongst them there are many thousands 


evéty way as well qualified to fill these seats, } 
as we who have now the bohour to do it: and j 
even as to those of an inferior rank, it must } 
be owned that they are a brave and a gallant { 


people ; and when. we compare them with those 
of other countries, we have reason to be in 
raptures with our own happy constitution, 
which has made such a difference between 
them and other men: they are bred up from 


their cradles with deep impressions of liberty, | 
and have their properties fenced in and secured * 


by law ; and by their representatives in par- 
liament, they have the honour to share, even 


in the legislative authority ; and it is this gives + 
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our peoplethe spirit and resolution of the ancient - 
Romans, by which our ‘nation has obtained : 


and preserved its great character in the world. 
It is thus we ought to describe the people of 
Great Britain, and we shall then only do them 
the justice they deserve: but if, on the con- 
trary, we shew aa inclination to depreciate 


| 
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their value, and seem to be ashamed of those 


- we represent, will it not, especially if we pass 


¢ 
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the bill now before us, give the , strongest 
Jealousy, that we intend to represent them 
no more, but to set up for the future a third 
estate entirely independent of them. And 
this jealousy wiil be still encreased, .by what 
has been with too great freedom discoursed of 
witbout doors, That people must be governed 
by their fears, and surely so they must, if this 
bill pass; for think it will be scarce possible 
afterwards to povern them by love. Unhappy 
Britain! to have brought forth children so 
aunatural, as to treat thee thus: for whatever 
may have veen put in practice in former times, 


the doctrine of slavery was never so openly | 


avowed before: what, govern a free people by 


:. their fears? monstrous ex pression ! and certainly 


. 
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formed design Corresponding thereto, is an act 
of treachery, as foul and black as s Briton 
can be guilty of: an high crime and misde- 
meanor it certainly is, f will not call it high 
treason, because I know no law of the land 
which has yet declared it so. 

The argument which I shall next take notice 


_ of, is that which seems to me to be mentioned 


_ Great Britain; 


as the chief inducement in the preamble of 
the bill, and which has been chiefly insisted 
upon by the gentlemen who have spoken for 
it; ‘* Because of the danger frem_ the general 
discontents, and great disaffection of =the 
people, which some gentlemen are apprehen- 
sive, were a parliament now to be called, would 
produce a majority of very different senti- 
ments from those who now compose it: others, 
who think better of the inclinations of the 
people, bekeve that this wicked work could 
not be accomplished without the help of foreign 
money, to bribe and corrupt the electors of 
but upon the whole, are of 
Opinion, that the thing wuuld he effected, and 
that instead of the present excellent House of 
Commons, so devoted to the true interest of their 
country, and to the support of his majesty and 
the protestant succession, we should greatly 
risque the having sach a parliament as would 
be teady to call in the Pretender, and to 
deliver up their country to Popery and ar- 
bitrary power; and therefore those who are 
against the bill, are charged with contributing 
to this design, although they are charitably 
believed no wise to intend the thing.” And 
this I think is the full import of what has heen 
said by gentlemen on this head of argument, 
As to the danger which some gentlemen 
imagine of an ill parliament, were it now to 
be chosen, from the help of French money, it 


4s, in my opinion, a reproach to the present 


Ministry, to fancy that they would be outdone, 


Or outwitted by France in this, or in any other 


way; and I think that the defeating of such 
an attempt, 1s the only case in which a minise 
try might unblameably apply the public money, 
an the business of elections: I wish it never 
had been, or may be done on any other occa- 
sion, But why do gentlemen believe that the 
regent of France will meddle in our elec- 


! 


‘N 


taken so much notice of it, 
Astothe danger of an ill parliament, from 


the great disatfection of the people ; this, I 


contess, is a most extraordinary and surprising 
argument, and such as I never thought { should 
have heard in this place; For it is an open de- 


claration} and acknowledgment, that the peo- 


ple of Great Britain are not truly represented 
at this time ; that the present House of Com- 


mons are the supporters of the liberties and 


true interests of the people, which the people 
themselves are endeavouring to destroy, and 
would etfectually do so by 'a new choice: and 
therefore they are to be treated like indiscreet 
children, and not to bave their frowardness 
humoured at the price of their undoing. This 
indeed is telling the people of Great Britain, 
in the plainest terms, that as they are not at 
present truly represented by those whom they 
did chuse, so for the future, they shail be re- 
presented without any choice at all. If this 
be the way to ingratiate with the people, what 
is it which can give them a disgust? No, cer- 
tainly this must make it absolutely necessary to 
govern them by their fears, and to take such 
measures as are proper for that purpose ; a de- 


sign so black, that I cannot suppose it has yet 


entered into the heart of any Briton. 


It is amazing to hear this very suggestion, in | 


my opinion far distant from the truth, not only 
on the present, but on other occasions, 8o fre- 
quently made use of as an argument ; for were 
it really true, can it be any.service to the pub- 
lic to be making daily and hourly proclamation 
thereof? Forcan this be a proper and likely 
means to strengthen the hands of his majesty 
and his faithful subjects, or to weaken those of 
the Pretender, and his foreign and domestic 
friends, to publish to all the world (for what 
is said in this place can be a secret no where) 
that the disaffection to his majesty is very ge- 
neral, and the party of the Pretender so consi- 
derable in the nation, as to risque another re- 
bellion in his favour, if they had the opportue 
nity of assembling together in numbers on a 
new election, or any other opportunity equally 
propitious to their purpose: and if this 
did not happen, that still there would be dan- 
ger, that the majority on a new election, would 
be in the interest of the Pretender ; and that 
this would not be less, perhaps migbt be more 
fatal, even thana rebellion. A bill founded on 
such surmises as these, and supported with 
such arguments, is highly dangerous, and if it 
passes into a law, its title ought to he, ‘An 
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tions: surely not long since, be had a much 
better opportunity to have distressed us, had 
he been so disposed. On other occasions we 
hear, I mean without doors, of the good un- 
derstanding between his majesty and that 
rince; and that the Pretender will very soon. 
be obliged to travel beyond the Alps: and 
this certainly is highly probable, if the Regent 
have any expectations of being himself one 
day king of France.’ I shall say no more of 
this, and believe, those who made the ebjec- 
tion, scarce expected that any one would have 
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Act for the most effectual encouragement of 
the Pretender and his allies, to invade this 
kingdom ;’ io my conscience I believe it so, 
and su it will be found if this bill should pass 
into a law. 

I believe it will be admitted, that from the 
establishment of the succession, until it happily 
took place, a vast majority of the people ex press- 
ed the greatest zeal for it, and satisfaction in it ; 

that from the death of the queen to the arrival 
of his majesty, the nation was never known to 
be in a greater calm. That the parliament then 
‘in being, unanimously settled the civil list for 
the support of the dignity of the crown, and 
completed what was wanting forthe supplies of 
the year ; and whatever faults they might bave 
been guilty of before, there was nothing now 
wanting in the expressing of their duty ; and it 
has been surmised, that sume persons whose 
zeal for his majesty cannot be suspected, were 
nota little apprehensive, that that parliament 
and the party of which their majority was com- 
posed, would to make amends for their past 
conduct, go too great lengths in their complai- 
sance to the crown; and that for this very reason 
it was dangerous for the nation that his majesty. 
should ever meet them ; but whatever the rea- 
‘sons were, certain it is that his majesty saw 
them not. The joy on bis majesty’s arrival was 
as great and universal, as was ever known in 
Britain ; and from hence I think I may fairly 
conclude, that if there be such a disaffectiun as 
as is suggested, since it was not before, it mut. 
have happened since his majesty’s arrival: and 
if this can be imagined possible, it must be then 
agreed, that such a general disaffection is an ef- 
fect too considerable to be producedwithout any, 
or by a very slight cause ; his majesty surely can 
he no wise the cause ofso surprising a change, as 
is surmised, in the inclination of his people ; 
therefore, if there be such a disaffection, it can 
be only to the ministers, and produced from 
something really ill, or which is apprehended 
to be so, in their conduct. I am persuaded, that 
they themselves have too much modesty, not to 
agree, that it is much more reasonable to sup- 
pose a disaffection to them, than to the person 
ofthe king; and I doubt not but this House 
, will always distinguish, as they have hitherto 
done, between the sovereign and the ministers 
of state. So 

But, in justice to the present ministry, we 
must conclude, that the disaffection to them 
is occasioned only by imaginary, and not by 
any real evils done by them ; and we have great 
reason to hope, that by their wise and prudent 
management, they will be able in a very littie 
time, to undeceive ‘a mistaken and deluded 
people, and thereby regain those affections, 

‘which, for the present, they apprehend to be 
lost to them. And if they should fail in this, 
{ am persuaded, from their great zeal for the 
quiet of the king, and welfare of their country, 
from their known disinterestedness, their gene- 
rous contempt of advantages to themselves, 
and from that ancient heroic Roman virtue, 
which so visibly appears in every part of their. 
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conduct, that they themselves would become 
suppliant to his majesty for liberty to retire 
from the burthen of their trust, and to repose 
the same in such hands, as might put an end to 


‘the disaffections which are now complained of. 


And I am the more confirmed in this opinion, 
because I myself have heard some of the great- 
est men now in power, before they were so, 
express themselves in such a manner, as left me 
no room to doubt of the sincerity of such a 
disposition, — | 
There is yet one part of the objection which 
I have not touched upon, the danger which is 
apprehended of an invasion from abroad, and 
thé insurrection at home, should a new pariia- 
ment be called at this time, and this, I think, 
is the only thing which I have heard mentioned 
which has the colour of an argument for a 
longer continuance of the present parliament ; 
but I believe when it is a little examined, it 
will appear to have the colour only, and to be 


} * vox & preterea nihil.’ I think I havealready 


made it evident that there is no such disaffec- 
tion to his majesty, or his royal family, as is_ 
suggested, and if there be not, then the danger 
of any invasion or insurrection on that suppo- 
sition, falls entirely to the ground. But even 
admitting the disaffection to be as it is sug- 
gested, it is still agreed, that the whole nation 
1s not disaffected, but only some part thereof ; 
and that therefore the meeting together, on the 
occasion of elections (which are not made all 
on the same day ) would consist of mixt multi- 
tudes of well and of ill-affected persons, so 


‘that the former might balance the latter. 


But admitting that not only the disaffection 
is, but that the calling of a new. parliament at 
this time, would be, as the same have been re- 
presented, yet this will not prove that there is 
any necessity at this time for the passing 
the bill, which is the subject ofour present de- 
bate. I do most readily agree, that if this par- 
liament were to expire in a very short me, and 
that the public meeting of the people would 
really be of such a dangerous consequence in 
the present juncture, as has been mentioned 4 
that then absolute necessity, which always has 
been, and ever will be, a justification of ex- 
traordinary steps, would equally justify the 
prolongation for a time of the present parlia- 
inent, in the manner now proposed; and no 
doubt but that the next succeeding parliament, . 
convened in the usual legal manner, would 
approve and confirm what shoulil be done in 
this, on so pressing an ocasion. But surely it 
will nowise follow, because this might be 
done in a case of absolute necessity,-that there. 
fore it may or ought to be done, when there is no 
necessity at all. And it is evident, that there 
isno inmediate necessity for the passing of | 


this law, since, notwithstanding the length of ‘ 


the first, his majesty may still have two sessions 
more of this very parliament ; and will it not ' 
be time enough to pass such a law in the last | 
sessions, ifit should then appear as necessary as | 
it is now pretended to be ? And therefore ad- : 
mitting every thing which has been alledged, 


\ 
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there is not the colour of a necessity for such a 
law at present : and this gives me strong sus- 
picion, that there is'a smake in the grass, and 
that we have not yet been acquainted with the 
true reason of so unprecedented an attempt. 
Certainly no gentleman can be afraid of what 
every gentleman must wish, that before the end 
of another year, our ferment will subside, and 
the nation be restored to a perfect calm, which 
would entirely take away all pretences of 
doing what is now endeavoured : Or, that the 
unanimous voice of the electors of Great Bri- 
tain against such a law, would, before another 
session, be found too strong to be resisted by 
their representatives, and that gentlemen, ugon 
amore mature consideration, might come to 
think very differently of this matter from what 
they at present may ; and that therefore this 
at master-piece must be struck off at one 
eat, and that now or never must be the word: 
Or may not others without doors he apt to sus- 
pect, that this law is really intended to encou- 
rage the Pretender to invade, and his secret 
friends to shew themselves in public, by sooth- 
ing them up in the hopes and belief of the 
greatness of their numbers; and by leading 
them into that snare, have an opportunity of 
discovering and crushing them as thoroughly in 
ap gate as we have lately done in Scotland : 
thereby secure' for ever the peace and 
tranquillity of the whole kingdom? For it is 
impossible to imagine, that such encourage- 


- meat would be given to the Pretender or his 


friends, as seems to be done by the preamble 
of this bill, and the debate of this day, if those 
who were for the bill were not entirely satisfied 
that‘a new rebellion, ifit should happen, would 
be attended only with the consequences I have 
just now mentioned. How right a design of 
this kind may be in politics, I will not pretend 
to determine, but will venture to affirm, that 
it is entirely inconsistent with the christian re- 
ligion, and the principles of bumanity, common 
to all mankind. 

But besides, I think an experiment of this 
‘kind much too dangerous to be tried: for 
avhen the fire is once kindled, no human wisdom 
«an tell how mach it may consume. And al- 
though we have happily suppressed the late 
unnatural rebellion, yet, I am persuaded, no 
‘wise man can wish, to serve any end whateyer, 
to see the nation exposed again to the risque 
-of such another attempt, althoagh it should be 
as ill concerted at home, and as little support- 
ed from abroad, as the last seemsto have been. 
Such‘ motives as-these, therefore, can surely 
prevail with ao body, and yet I am not able to 
guess at those which should: And where no 
wisible reason does appear, for so violent and 
neediess a precipitation, there must, and will 
be great variety of conjectures at those which 
are not seen. 

Another argument seems to have great 
weight with gentlemen. for the passing of this 
bill; ‘‘ That it will encourage foreign princes 
and states te enter inte alliances with us, when 
they see a certam fixed administration, on 


which they may depend; for that at present 
they looked upon us to be in the nature of a 
triennial government, a new parliament being 
usually attended with a new ministry, and a 
new ministry with new measures.” I believe 
that this is the first, and I hope it will 
be the last time that ever.an argument of 
such a nature was advanced, or would 
have been endured in any Euglish or British 
parliament. We have hitherto been able to 
form great alliances, and to do great things, 
on the foot of our ancient constitution; and 
are we now suuk to a condition so despicably 
low, as to be obliged to model it tothe genies 
or humour of any of our neighbours? Can a 
Briton hear this with patience? Absolute mo- 
narchy, ahd despotic power, have no doubt, m 
some conjunctures, the advantage of our form 
of government; but shall we, for the sake 
thereof, give up the most valuable constitution 
upon earth, so adapted to the spirit of our peo- 
ple, and so well suited, in the general circum. 
stances of life, for the welfare and happiness 
of a free nation, and by which we have hitherto 
shone forth with a distinguishing lustre, from 
all other countries in the world? But as to the 
argument itself, why do gentlemen imagine, that 
Trienoial Parliaments necessarily infer a Trien- 
nial Government? Surely the executive power 
is intirely in the prince, there the laws of the 
land have placed it, and there I hope it wil for 
ever remain: The power of peace, war, and 
alliances, are the undoubted prerogatives of 
the crown, and no parliament, I hope, will ever 
pretend to dispute the same. The stability 
therefore of our government, as it relates {o 
foreign nations, depends intirely on the prince ; 
and j believe our ancient allies. never had, nor 
had reasons to have, a greater reliance on any 
British monarch, than on his present inajesty, 
who so worthily fills the throne; and I hope 
that reliance will never be transferred from 
him to any ministry, supported by any parlia- 
ment whatever ; which, I think, would be of 
the most dangerous consequence to the royal 
dignity, the liberties of the people, and to the 
true interests of all our sincere foreign friends. 
But Iam also at a loss to find out any ne- 
ceseary connexion between a new parliament 
and a new winistry, were there any weight in 
that objection ; for are not the public employ- 
meuts In the disposal of the king, and whilst 
they are executed to his satisfaction, will be 
continaed in the same hands? And when they 
are not, it is unfit they should. And whatever 
changes his majesty may at any time happen to 
make, I am persuaded they will be always such 
as will be most for his own service, and the wel- 
fare of the kingdom, and I must declare the 
same opinion as to employments, as I have 
done with relation. to seats in parliament ; 
That there are great nembers ia Britain, every 
way as well qualified for them as the present 
possessors; and how great soever my esteem 
may be for the present ministry, I cannot carry 
my compliment zo far as to think; that thenation 
would he undone if they were laid aside. Bat 
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if by the passing of thislaw pa ipa ministry 
should be effectually established, which is more 
than any man can pretend to prophesy, what 
encouragement could this in reality give to the 
forming of foreign alliances; when by the same 
law it is fally insinuated, and plainly admitted 
in the present debate, that the affections of a 
very great part of the people are lost to this 
very ministry; for my own part, I think it is 


doing them the greatest wrong, and furnishing. 


foreign princes and states with the strongest 
arguments against entering into any alliance 
witb us. For itis not their being supported by 


a majority of this House that will be any sub- 


stantial encouragement, if it is believed that a 
majority of the nation are in very different 
sentiments. 

Five hundred and fifty eight gentlemen of Bri- 
tain, abstractly cousidered, were they all una- 
nimous, bear but a small proportion to the 
_ Mumbers in the nation; but when they sit 
within these walls, cloathed with the authority 
of the people, and are thought to speak their 
sense, itis then indeed that they will have the 
full weight of the Commons of Great Britain. 
_ It is evident, that the present ministry and par- 
liament were in being when the late rebellion 
broke gut, and that notwithstanding all other 
proper measures, six thousand J)utch troops 
were thought necessary towards the suppress- 
ing thereof; they had not certainly been other- 
wise sent for, nor would any Briton have dared 
to have given such advice; what judgment 
then must that, and other states and princes 
form from hence, of the situation of our af- 
fairs, especially when by this law we proclaim 
aloud that our heats and animosities do still 
continue, and that there are still very danger- 
Ous dispositions towards a new rebellion; and 
if this be an encouragement to enter into, and 
depend upon our alliances, I know not what 
can be a proper discouragement. 

Iam therefore in hopes that this bill will 
not pass; instead of such extraordinary and 
unnatural projects as these, there are others 
that deserve our attention. J think it would 
be a design worthy of a British parliament, to 
concert and execute the most proper measures 
for the healing up of eur breaches, and uniting 
our minds for the common interest and’ safety 
of the nation. The first step absolutely neces- 
sary towards this. great work, seems to me to 
be, the forgetting all le party quarrels, and 
extinguishing for the future those odious names 
of distinction, which have heen so. long, and so 
unhappily kept up. And I will venture to sa 
that this expedient towards unanimity, is muc 
more Christian, less dangerous, and, though 
difficult, yet much more practicable, than the 
extirpation or total suppression of either ‘of the 
contending parties, which the unthinking fu- 
rioso’s of both seem to be too fond of, 

I would not have gentlemen discouraged, 
in endeavouring what f recommend, from any 
difficulties which they may conceive therein ; 
for surely there was a time, and not long since, 
when this blessed work could not have mis- 
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cartied ; I hope it is still’ practicable, or else 


the nation will -be soon undone; for we are 
sure, that a kingdom divided against itself will 


be brought to desolation. But as to the pose 
sibility of the thing, let me put gentlemen in 
mind of the great heats and animosities, which 
were raised and continued, by the unexampled 


a 


violences and cruelties ofa long and bloody | 


civil war; yet these were all appeased in the’ 
of king Charles the . 


very beginning of the rei 
2nd, after his Restoration; the history of that 
time being sufficiently known, I need not repeat 
the measures which were then: taken: certain 


-it 18, the nation enjoyed a calm for many years, 


our trade flourished, our wealth encreased, and 
we were both, in the literal and allegorical 
sense, a land flowing with milk and: honey: 


and this I hope will be again our case. I | 


would also recommend the payment of our 
public debts, or at least of putting them ina 


way of being discharged in some reasonable - 


time; for till this is done, we are, in my opi- 
nion, in a state-of the greatest insecurity ; for 
what foreign prince or state, will either. court 


the friendship, or dread the enmity of a bank-' 


rupt people? For though particular persons 
are really rich, the nation, whilst loaded with a 


debt of fifty millions, is undoubtedly very poor; — 


and is itnot a melancholy consideration, that — 


when the individuals are very wealthy, that 
yet the nation should be very weak; this is ine 
deed a paradox; but greater still, that men. 


can be so infatuated, as to sleep secure undera. 
government, which can scarce be said to be in. 


a condition of giving them protection, and that 
too when it isin their own power to redress 
the evil. 


Before I.sit down, I must observe, that this | 


bill is brought in by no. order of this House, nor 
has’ arose-on any motion jn it, but isa present 
sent us by the House of Peers.. I.do net say, 
that their Jordships have not a right to send us 
this or any other bill they please, a money bilt 
excepted ; but since it chiefly, if not wholly, res 
lates tu our.own, and the rights and privileges 


of those we represent, it would more naturally, - 


in my opinion, have had its commencement. 
here; and this consideration inclines me to be- 


lieve, that it had not been easy to have found. 


one among us, who would have been willing to’ 
have made himself remarkable, by being the 
first mover of so extraordinary a law, so likely 
to disgust a vast majority of the people, But 


there are other reasons assigned, and pretty — 


freely talked of without doors, for beginning 


this bill in the House of Lords, that thereby - 


time would be got, and proper a ents ap- 
plied, to convince gentlemen of the necessit 

of this Jaw, who, when it was first spoke ob 
seemed to be very much prejudiced against it 5. 
and it is said, that there has been great pains 
taken for that purpose, and not without su¢- 
cess. 
against beginning it here, was to take off that 
bias, which was apprehended might be upon 
the minds of gentlemen, from the doubtfulness 
of its fate in another place; for though the 


Bat it 1g said, that the main reason , 


~ 
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Lords have, we have not an inheritance in our 
seats, but depend for a continuance of them 
in future parliaments, on tbe good opinion of. 
the electors of Great Britain; and to deprive 
them of the right of frequent elections, which 
they are entitled to by law, cannot be supposed 
& proper recommendation to their favour; and 
it was therefore convenient to remove this stum- 
bling-block out of the way, that the advocates for 
the bill might argue and vote with greater assu- 
rapce. ButI hope the resolutions of this day will 
fully make appear, how false and groundless these 
and such like suggestions are, and that we can- 
not be deterred from a faithful discharge of the 
trust reposed in us, or influenced against it, by 


any motives or considerations whatsoever ; and 


that those gentlemen particularly, who have 
:sat long in parliament, and on all occasions 
have so worthily distinguished themselves, by 
being the greatest advocates for the rights and 
liberties of the people, will at this time shew 
the world, that they continue fixed and stead 
to the principles they have always professed. 
therefore hope, that a law which even the worst 
ministry, in the worst of parliaments, never had 
the wickedness to attempg, will not actually be 
established uncer the best administration, and 
io the best parliament with which this nation 
was ever blessed. 


These were the chief arguments that were 
urged on either side, for and against the Bill; 
and upon the whole matter it was resolved, by 
a majority of 284 against 162, that the Bill be 
¢ommitted to a Cummittee of the whole House. 


A LIST of the MEMBERS who voted for the 
' BILL for Repealing the TRIENNIAL 
ACT, and making Parliaments Septen 

nial, April 24, 1716. 
N.B. Those with a ® voted a. v. 1734, for 
‘Repealing the Septennial Act, and restoring 
Parliaments to a continuance of three years only. 


Those with a+ voted a. p. 1734, against 


- the Repeal of the Septennial Act. 


Abercrombie, Alexan- Astley, sir J. kt. com- 


Benson, W. 

Bere, Thomas, cam- 
missioner of the 
victualling office 

* Bigg, John 

Birch, John, serjeant 
at law, and a com- 
missioner of the for- 
feited estates 

Bisse, Stephen, com- 
missioner of the equi- 
valent 

Blackiston, col. Na. 
thaniel 

Blundell,sir Montague, 
bt. | 


Bond, Dennis, letter 
carrier to the govern- 
ment, and p com- 
missioner of the for- 
feited estates 

Boscawen, rt. hon. 
Hugh, comptroller of 
the -houshold, and 
warden of the stan- 
Naries 

Boteler, John, one of 
the commissioners 
of the equivalent 

Brace, John Thurloe 

Braddyl, Doddington, 

+ Bradshaigh, sir R.bt. 

Bray, W. captain of 
horse 

+ Bridges, George 

+ Bridgman, sir Orlan. 
bt. clerk of green- 
cloth to the prince 

+ Bristow, R, a com- 
missioner fur stating 
the debts due to the 
army 

Britiffe, Robert 

Broderick, Thomas 
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Broughton, sir Brian 

¢ Brudenel, hon. J. 
master of the jewel 
office 

Brownlow, sir John, bt. 

Burridge, John | 

Byng, sir George, com- 
missioner of the ade 
miralty 

+Campbel, J. groom 
of the Led-chamber 
to the prince, and 
captain of the foot- 
guards 

+ Campbell, sir James, 
bt. governor of Stir- 
ling Castle 

Campbell, hon. ‘John, 
surveyor of the king’s 
works in Scotland 

pune Daniel 
arberry, lord 

Carew, sir Nicholas 
bart. ‘ 

Carpenter, General, 
colone! of horse 

Carter, Laurence, soli- 
citor general to the 
priace 

Cartwright, H. made a 
commissioner of the 
victualling office 

Cater, John 

* Cavendish, lord J. 

Chandler, Richard 

* Chetwynd, John, one 
of the commission- 
ers of trade 

* Chetwynd, W. ranger 
of St. James's Park 

Chetwynd, W. 

Child, sir R. bt. 

Cholniley, Hugh, sar- 
veyor general 


ee 


* Created viscount Castlemain, and baron of 


der, captain of foot 
Addison, Jos. a com- 
missioner of trade 
Aislaby, John, treasur- 
er ef the navy 
Aland,John Fortescne, 
his majesty’s solici- 
tor general | 
Allanson, C. clerk of 
the bankrupts uoder 
the lord chancellor 
Anstruther, sir J. bt. 
+ Anstruther, Philip, 
col. inthe foot guards 
Ashburnham, sir W. 
bt. chamberlain of 
the exchequer 


+ Ashe, Edward, clerk 


of the ordnance 
Ashe, W. 
Ashurst, sir H. bt. 
4. 


nuissioner of trade 
Aylmer, Matthew, ad- 
miral and governor 
of Greenwich _hos- 
pital | 
+ Bacon, Waller 
Bailie, George, a com- 
missioner of the ad- 
miralty 
Baird, J. jun, commis- 
sioner of the equi- 
. valent | 
Banks, Joseph 
Barlow, John 
Bateman, sir James, kt. 
sub-governor of the 
South-sea Company 


Bell, Ralph 

Bellamy, W. auditor 
to the dutchy of Lan- 
easter 


Newtown, April 17, 1718. My lord Townshend 
and Mr. Methuen are extremely concerned at 
what you write about the probability of sir Ri- 
chard Child’s immediate promotion to the peer- 
age. They apprehend that such a mark of his ma- 
jesty’s favour to that gentleman, who isa Tory, 
may havea very ill effect at this juncture,and that 
it will at least revive many pretensions aovnong 
the Whigs, which are in every. respect better 
founded, so that it will be of great disservice to 
his majesty to do it at present ; for which reason 
they desire you would use your utinost endea- 
vours at least to get it deferred till after the 
next session, by which means his majesty will 
have the service of sir R. Child in the House 
of Commons for one session longer ; and they 
make no doubt but the evident reasonableness of 


this delay will reconcile sir R. Child to acqui— — 


esce in it, if he can have his majesty’s assurance 
of its being done at that time.” Stephen Poynta 
to Secretary Stanhope. Coxe’s Walpole. 7 
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+ Churchill, Charles, 


colonel of dragoons 

Churchill, W. stationer 
to his majesty 

+ Clerke, sir T. kt. 

+ Clayton, W 

* Cockburn, John; one 
of the commission- 
ers of trade 

* Cocks, James 

Golepepper, sir T. bt. 

Compton, bon. Spen- 

_ cer, Speaker, trea- 
surer to the prince 

Coningsby, lord vis- 
count 

Cook, sir Charles, kt. 
alderman of Lon- 
don,, and commis- 
sioner of trade . 

Corbet, sir Robert, bt. 

Corbet, Andrew 

Cornwall, Charles 

Coventry, W. 

Cowper, Spencer, at- 

'  torney general to 
the prince 

Cragys, James, jun. 
cofferer to the prince 

Cunningham, sir J. bt, 

_ Cunningham, Heary, 
commissioner gene- 
ral of the musters in 
Scotland, and com- 

. missioner of the for- 
feited estates 

D’Aeth, Thomas 

Dalrymple, sir David, 
bt. lord advocate, for 
Scotland 

Daines, sir W. kt. 

+ Darcy, Conyers, one 
of the commissioners 
for executing the of- 
fice of master of the 
horse and avener 

Deacle, John 

Delaval, Francis 

Delaval, George, rear- 
admiral 

Denton, Alexander, bis 
majesty’s counsel at 
. law, and attorney- 
general of the dutcby 

of Lancaster 
Desboverie, Jacob 

Diston, Josiah 

+ Docminique, Paul, 

. & commissioner of 
trade . 

Doddington, George, a 
commissioner of the 
admiralty 

Dowdeswell, W. 

Douglass, W. captain 
of foot 

Douglass, hon. col G, 

Vox, VII. 


+ Drake, sir F. H. bt. 

Ducane, Richard . 

Danch, Edmund, mas- 
ter of the king’s hous- 
hold 

+ Edgeumbe, Richard, 
a. commissioner of 
the treasury 

Egerton, hon. W. col. 
of foot 

Erle, ‘rt. hon. Thomas, 
lieutenant general of 
the ordnance, and 
governor of Ports- 
mouth . 

+ Erle, Giles, captain 
of horse 

Erole, sir Edward, bt. 

Evelyn, George 

Eyles, Francis, direct- 
or of the South Sea 
company 

+ Eyles, sir John, bt. 
adirector of the 

_ Bank, and commis- 
sioner of the forfeit- 
ed estates 


‘Eyre, Giles 


Farrer, W. master of 
St. Catherine’s in 
the Tower 

Farrington, sir R. bt. 

Ferguson,’ Alexander 

Ferrers, brigadier T. 
col. of foot 

Fielding,hon. W. clerk 
of the green cloth 


Fitz-Williams, J. lord 


viscount 
Forbes, John 


Forrester, W. 


Fowler, sir R, bt. 

+ Frankland, Thomas 

Furnese,sir Robert, bt. 

* Gibbon, Philip, com- 
missioner of .the re- 
venue of Ireland 

Gordon, sir W.bt.com- 
missioner for stating 

. the debts due.to the 
army 

Gough, sir Richard, bt. 
a director . of ‘the 
East-India com pany 


_ Gould, Nathaniel, a 
director of the bank 


Graham, col. James 


Grantham, Richard, a | 


commissioner for the 
forfeited estates: 
Grant, Alexander, col. 
of foot, and governor 
of Sheerness 
Greenville, Richard 
+Gregory,G. one of the 
commissioners for the 
_ forfeited estates 
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+ Griffith, _ John, 
Lyon 

+ aeeras William 

Grove, Grey James 

Guidatt, William 

Haldane, Patrick, one 
ofthe Commissioners 
of the forfeited es- 
tates 

Haldane, Mungo 

+ Hales, sir Thomas, 
bt. one of the com- 
missioners for for- 
feited estates 
ampden, Richard, 
one of the tellers of 
the exchequer 

Harnage, Richard 

Harvey, Daniel, gen. 

col. of horse, and go- 
vernor of Guernsey 

+ Heathcote, John,one 
of the directors of the 
Fast-India company 

Heathcote, sir Gilbert, 
knt. one of the di- 
rectors of the bank 

Henley, John 

Hill, Trevor 

Hill, sir Roger 

Hillersden, William 

Hinchinbrook, _lord, 
col. in the guards 

Hitch, Robert 

Hobart, sir John, bt. 

Hopkins, Jobn 

Hopkins, Edward,.one 
of the commissioners 
of the revenue in Ire- 
land 

+ Hothan, sir Charles, 
bt. col..of foot 

+ Hoghton, sir Henry, 
be. one of the com- 
missioners of the for- 
feited estates 

+ Hucks, William, his 
majesty’s brewer 

Humpbreys, sir Wil- 
liam, bt. 

Jekyll, sir Joseph, knt. 
chiefjustice of Ches- 
ter 

Jenkins, Tobias 

+ Jennings, sir John, 
knt. one of the com- 


of 


missioners of the ad- . 


miralty 


Jennings, Philip 


+ Jessop, Wm, Welch. 


judge 

Johnson, sir Thomas, 
knt. 

Janssen, sir Theodore, 
bt. 


Ingram, Arthur 
Ker, hon. William, col. 
2B 
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of dragoons, and 
groom of the bed- 
chamber to the 
prince | 

Knight, Jobn 

Lade, John 

Leigh, John 

Lennard, sir Samuel, 

bt. one of the grooms 
of the bed-chamber 
to the prince, and 
lieut. of the second 
troop of guards 

Littieton, Tho. capt. 
of foot 

Lockhart, James, one 

, Oftbecommissioners 
of the equivalent 

London, John 

Long, col. Charles 

Lowndes, William, se-= 
cretary to the Trea- 
sury 

Lumley, hon. Henry, 
col. of horse' : 

Lyddal, Thomas 

Maisters, William 

Marsham, sir Rt. bt. 

Mason, Charles 

Maynard, Tho. com- 
missary-general of 
Minorca 

Mead, sir Nathaniel, 
knt. his majesty’s 
steward of Rumford 

Medlicot, James, mas- | 
ter in chancery 

Methuen, hon. Paul, 
one of the commis- 
sioners of the trea- 
sury 


- Meyrick, Owen 


Micklethwaite, 
mas 
«* Middleton, « John, 
lieut. col. of foot, 
and deputy governor 
of Tinmouth, 
Minshull, Edward — 
Molesworth, Robert: 
Molineux, Samuel, one 
of the secretaries to 
the. prince 
- Monro, Robert, gover- 
nor of Inverness, 4 
captain of foot, and 
one of the commis- 
- sioners for forfeited 
estates 
Monson, sir W. bt. 
Montague, James 
Montgomery, John, 
one of the grooms 
of the bed-chamber 
to the prince, and a 
captain of the feot 
guards ; 


Tho- 


%. 
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Moreton, col.Matthew 


Ducy 

Morgan, Anthony, de- 

. puty governor of the 
sle of Wight. 


. Morgan, Joha 
Morrice, Humphrey, 
one of the directors 
of the bank 
Murray, lord James, 
col.- in the foot 
guards 


Murray, Alexander 
Murray, Alexander 
Naylor, George 
Neville,hon. Grey, one 
of the commissioners 
for stating the debts 
due to the army 

Newport, lord viscount 

Newport, hon. Tho- 
mas, one of the com- 
missioners of the 

- Treasu 

Noel, hon. Jobo 

Norris, Edward 

Norris, sir John, kot. 
admiral of the blue 

Northey, sir Edward, 
knt. his majesty’s at- 
torney general 

Northey, Willian 

* Otfley, Crew 

Oliphant, Chas. M. D. 

Onslow, Denzil, one of 
the commissioners of 
the victualling-office 

Onslow, Thomas, out- 
ranger of Windsor 
Forest - 

* Oughton, sir Adol- 
phus, bt. major of 
the guards, and one 
of the grooms of the 


bed-chamber to the * 


prince : 

* Owen, sir Arthur, bt. 

Oxenden, sir Henry, bt. 

_ Page, sir Gregory, bt. 
one of the directors 
of the East India 

- compan 

Palmer,sir Thomas, bt. 
one of the coinmis- 
sioners for stating 
the debts due tothe 
army os 

Papillon, Philip 

* Parker, sir Philip, bt. 

Pawlet, lord William, 
one of the tellers of 
the exchequer 

Paulett, Norton 

* Paulett, lord Harry, 


a wey of dragoons 
—*Pe y Thomas,one 


ofthe commissioners 


_ for stating the debts 
due to the arm 


® Pelham, hon. enry 


eeppe brigadier, co 

of dragoons 

* Piggot, Robert 

Pitt, Thomas, senior 

Pitt, Thomas, Junior 

* Plumtree, John, one 
of the commissioners 
for stating the debts 

* dae to.the army 


Pollock, sir Robert, bt. 


governor of FortWil- 
liam 

Porter, Aubrie 

Prideaux,sir Edmd. bt. 

+ Pulteney, William, 
secretary at war 

Pynsent,sir William, bt. 

* Read, sir Thomas,bt. 

Rebow, sir Isaac, knt. 

* Rich, sir Robert, bt. 
col. ofdragoons - 

Robarts, hon. Francis, 
one of the commis- 
sioners of the reve- 
nue in Ireland 

Robinson, sir W. bt. 

Samuel, sir Thomas,bt. 

Sandford, sir Richard, 

bt. warden of the 

Mint 

Scawen, sir Thomas, 
one of the directors 
of the bank 

Scot, James, major in 
the foot guards 

* Selwyo, col. John, 
one of the clerks of 
the green cloth to 
the prince 

Shute, John Barring- 


too 


* Sloper, William, se- | 


cretary to the pay- 
master general 

* Smelt, Leonard, one 
of the commissioners 
for stating the debts 
due to the army 

Smith, James 

Smith, John, one ofthe 
tellers of the exche- 


quer 
Sondes, Edward, lord 
viscount 
Stanhope, gen. James, 
one of the secreta- 
ries of state. 
Stanhope, hon. Wil- 
lam, col. of dra- 
goons a 
Stanhope, Philip, lord, 
one of the gentlemen 
of the bed-chamber 
to the prince 


Stanowix, Thomas, col. 
of dragoons, and go- 
vernor of Chelsea 
hospital 

Stanyan, Abraham 

Steel, sir Richard, mas- 
ter of theplay-house, 
and one of the com- 
missioners for the 
forfeited estates 

Stewart, brigadier J. 
lieut. col. to the Srd 

- regiment of guards 

* Stewart, William, one 
of the secretaries to 
the prince, and re- 
membrancer of the 
excheq. in Scotland 

St. Quintin, sir W. 
bt. one of the com- 
missioners of the 
treasury 


Strickland, William, 


one of the commis- 
sioners of the reve- 
nue in Ireland 

Tench, sir Fisher, bt. 
one of the Soutl:-sea 
directors 

* Thompson, William 

Thompson, sir Wil- 
liam, knot. recorder 
of London 

Tirwhit, sir John, be. 

* Townshend,hon. Ho- 
ratio, one of the di- 
rectors of the South- 
sea company 

Travers, Samuel, audi- 
tor to the prince, 
and one ofthe clerks 
of the king’s works 

* Treby, George, one 
of the commissioners 
for the forfeited es- 
tates 

Trefusis, Samuel 

Trelawny, sir John, bt. 
one of the gentlemen 
of the bed-chamber 
to the prince 

* Trenchard, George 

Trevanian, Joba 


* Toffnel, Samuel 

* Turner, Cholmiey 

*® Turner, sir Charles, 
knt. one of the com- 
missioners of the ad- 

‘ miralty 

Vans, Patrick 

Vernon, Thomas 

Vincent, Henry, jun. 
one of the commts- 
sioners of the vic- 

_ tualling office 

* Wade, gen. col. of 
foot 

* Wager, sir Charies, 
knt, rear admiral of 

_ the red, and comp- 
troller of the navy 

Wallop, John \ 

Walpole, Galfridus, 

. treasurer of Green- 
wich hospital 

® Walter, Peter 

Ward, sir John, kat. 
alderman of Lon- 

' don, and one of the 
directors ofthe bank 

Warrender, sir G. bt. 

Weaver, John 

Weatworth, Tho. jun. 

West, hon. John, gui- 
don in the guards, 
and a clerk of the 
couacil 

Wheat, sir Thomas,bt. 

White, Thomas 

Winchester, Charles, 

. marquis of, one of 
the gentlemen of the 
bed-chambher to the 

rince . : 

Wittewrong, sir John, 
bt. col. of foot 

Wilkinson, Thomas 

Williams, sir E. bt. 

Wilmer, Wilham 

* Wilson, Daniel 

Wortley, hon. Sidney 
Montague 

bs be da, Thomas, one 
of the equerries to 
the prince . 

* Yonge, William 


A LIST of the MEMBERS who voted against- 
the Bill for Repealing the TRIENNIAL 


‘ACT. - 


N. B. Those with a* voted against repealing 
the Septennial Act,.a. p. 1734. 


Those with a + voted for repealing the said 
Act, and restoring Parliaments to a continusace 


of three years only. 


Archer, Andrew 
Baker, Gearge 


+ Barrymore, earl of 
_ t Bathurst, Benjamin 


Bampfield, sirC.W. bt. + Beaumont, sir G, bt: 


wee ere gee 
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Berkeley, Maurice 
Bertie, Charles 
Bertie, bon. James. 
Bertie, hon. Henry | 
Betts, William 
Blacket, sir W. bt. 
Bland, sir Jobni, bt. 
Booth, hon. Langham 
Bracebridge, Samuel 
+ Bramstone, Thomas 
Bromley, William 
Bromley, John © 
Bruere, George 
Bunbury, sir 1. bt. 
* Butler, James 
Calmady, Shilstoo 
Calthorpe, Reynolds 
- Calvert, Felix 
+ Carew, sir W. bt. 
+ Cartwright, Thomas 
Cave, sir Thomas, bt. 
Cecil, hon. Charles 
Champernoon, Artaur 
Chaplin, sir Robert, bt. 
Chetwynd, Walter 
Chiswel, Richard 
Clarges, Robert 
Codrington, John 
Cofha, Richard 
Jolemore, William 
Conyers, John 
Conyers, Thomas 


Cope, sir Jun. kt. bt. 


Corrance, Clement. 


+ Cotton, sir J. H. bt. 


+ Courtney, sir W. 
Cox, Charles 
Cox, John 
Cross, sir Thomas, bt. 
‘ Curzon, sir John, bt. 
Davers, sir Robert, bt. 
Delaune, William 
Downe; lord viscount 
Drake, M. Garrard 
Erle, Joseph 
Eden, sir John, be, 
Elford, Jonathan 
Elwes, sir Harvey, bt. 
England, George 
Ettricke, William 
Fane, hon. John 
Finch, Daniel, lord 
Fleetwood, John 
Fleming, Richard 
Foley, Thomas 
Foley, Richard 
Fownds, John, jun. 
Freeman, Ralph 
Fuller, S, Partiger 
Godfrey, Peter 
Grey, Thomas de’ 
Guernsey, Heneage Id. 
‘ Hanmer, sir T. bt. 
Hardress, John 
+ Harley, Edward 
Harvey, William 
Heath, Thomas 


t 


~ 


Hedworth, John 
‘Herbert, James. 
Herne, Joseph 
Heron, Henry 
Heysham, Robert 
Heysham, William 
Hill, Samuel 

Holmes, Henry 
Hopton, Richard | 

+ Horner, Thomas 
How, sir Richard, bt, 
Hungerford, John 
Hutcheson, Archibald 
Hyde, Robert 
Jeffreys, Edward 
Jenkinson,-sir R. bt. 
Jennings, James 
Jennings, John 

Ing, William 

Ingram, hon. Arthur 
Jobnson, sir Henry, kt. 
Johnson, William 
Isham, sir Justinian bt. 
Kaye, sir Arthur, bt. 
Keymis, sirCharles, bt. 
King, Thomas 
Kynaston, Corbet 
Lambert, Edward 
Lawson, Gilfrid 


. Lechmere, Anthony 


Lechmere, Nicholas 
Ni sir Thomas, bt. 
ves, Robert _ 
Leicester, sir F. Lbt.. | 
+ Leigh, hon. Charles 

+ Levinz, William 

Lewen, sir William, kt. 

* Lewis, Thomas 

Lewis, Thomas 

Long, sir James, bt. 

* Longueville, Charles 

Lowther, James 

+ Lutwyche, Thomas 
Master, Thomas 
ews, sir Peter, kt. 


Morgan, sir T. bt. 


Morrice, sir N. bt. 
+ Mostyn, sir R. bt. 
+ Newland, William 
Nicholas, Edward 


’ North, Dudley ° 


Northmore, W, jun. 


- Northleigh, Stephen 


Pucker, Robert 


- Packington, sir J. bt. 


Paget, Henry, lord 


- + Palmer, Thomas 


Palmer, sir Jeoffry, bt. 
Parker, Charles 
Paske, Thomas 
Peytoe, William 

Pitt, George — 

Pitt, George, jun. 
Pole, sir Wilham, br, . 
Randy), Morgau , 
Raymond, sir Robert 


_ Reynel, Richard 


¢ 


Rogers, sir John, bt. | 
Ross, general Charles 
+ Rowney, Thomas 


'| + Rudge, John, a di- 


rector of the Bank. 


A Saarland bt. | 


awbridge, Jacob 


.| ¢ Seabright, sir Tho- 


mas Saunders, bt. 
Shepheard, Samuel 
+ Shippen, William 
+ Shuttleworth, R. 
Smith, Thomas 
Smithson, Hugh 
Snell, Jobn 
Stephens, Thomas 
Stephens, William 
Stonehouse, sir J. bt. 


Stradling, sir Edw. bt. 


Strangeways, Thomas 
* Sutton, Richard, bri- 
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Trenchard, Henry | 
Trevor, John Morley 
Trotman, Samuel 
Turner, sir Edw.:kt. 
Vaughan, Richard 
Vernon, Thomas 
Urquhart, Alexander 
Walcot, Humphrey 
Walter, sir John, bt. | 
Warburton, sir G. bt. 
Ward, John 

Ward, William 

Ward, Joshua 
Wentworth, hon. T. - 
Westerne, Thomas 


| Whitelocke, sir W. ke. 


Willoughby, hon. F. 
Windsor, hon. Dixie 
Winstanley, James 
Worseley, sir R. bt. 
Wrightson, William 


gadier general Wykes, Wiliam 
Swanton, Francis Wynne, Richard 
+ Talbot, John Ivory 


Petitions against the Septennial Bill.] April 
25. Two Petitions against the said bill, one 
ftom the borough of Horsham, the other from 
Westbury, were presented to the. House and 
read : The last of them was ordered to lie on 
the table ; but the House taking offence at an. 
expressionin that from Horsham, viz. ‘ That 
they looked upon it as an overturning of the 
constitution, and as an infringement vf their 
liberties,” rejected their petition. 


Debate concerning a Clause for preventing 
Pensioners from sitting in Parliament.| After 
this Mr. Lechmere moved, and' the question 
was proposed, That it be an instruction to the 
committee of the whole House, to whom the 
said bill was: committed, that they have leave 
to receive a clause, to disable persons from. be- 
ing chose members of either Houses of Parlia- 
ment, who have pensions during pleasure, - or 
any number of years: but general Stanhope 
having represented, that such a clause would - 
but clog the bill, and endanger j{s miscarriage, 
part of it being derogatory to the privileges of 
the House of Lords ; and that if any jealousy 
were entertained of the members of the House 
of Commons having pensions from the crown, 
a bill might be brought into exclude them; 
the previous question being put, that the ques- 
tion be now put, it passed in the negative. 


Then the House in a grand committee, of 
which Mr. Hampden was chairman, went 
through the bill, and directed it to be reported — 
without any amendment ; which being done, 
the House ordered it tu be read the third time 
the next day. After this general Stanhope 
moved, and it was ordered accordingly, That 
leave be given to bring in a Lill to disable any 
person from being chose a member of, or sitting 
and voting in, the House of Commons, who has 
any pension during pleasure, or for any. number 
of years, from the crowa; and that general 


é 
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Stanhope, Mr. Craggs, and Mr. Boscawen, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


Debate in the Commons ‘on the third reading 
of the Seplennial Bill.| April 26. Two Petitions 
against the said bill, one frum the borough of 
Caerditle, the other from Petersfield, being pre- 
sented to the House, and read, were ordered 
to lie upon the table. After which, the bill was 
read a third time, and upon Mr. Hampden’s 
motion, the questiun was put, That the bill do 
pass, which occasioned a debate that lasted 
about two hours.* Those whospoke against 


* * In my last I could only give you an ac- 
count that the Septennial Bill was commutted 
by a great majority ; now I can acquaint you 
that yesterday it past the House of Commons 
by a majority of above two to one. The chief 
arguments used on the Whig side, were the 
saa situation of our affairs, an enemy at 

ome in open rebellion not yet quite subdued, 
and a faction at homethat encouraged riots and 
tumults, and would undoubtedly lay hold of the 
opportunity that a new election offered them 
to stir up the people to not only riots but even 
a fresh Rebellion, that the Triennial Act never 
answered the ends at first proposed by it: that 
it served for no other end, but to keep alive our 
animosities which by: the short intervals be- 
tween elections had not time to cool; and that 
it debauched the common people’s morals and 
principles, and made them capable of the worst 
impressions, and ruined the gentry, who by the 
frequent returns of electioris were put to great 
‘expences, and become slaves to the pupulace ; 
that it hindered the due administration of jus- 
tice, because the magistrates durst not punish 
many and great crimes, if committed by a voter, 
or for fear of disobliging one, and that at the 
present juncture when our foreign enemies 
only wanted a fit opportunity to invade us anew, 
and put the Pretender again upon us, we ought 
‘to be upon our guard, and afford him no oc- 
‘casion. The Tories in their turn harangued 
on the topics of liberty, and said that frequent 
elections were the safety of the kingdom, by 
_ placing proper checks 4n the crown, minister, 
and even the House of Commons itself; that 
to repeal this bill was in effect to own the king 

could not trust his people; besides they argued it 
Was unjust to continue themselves for any;longer 
time than the people chose them for, they 
raust then be esteemed not the people’s but 
their owa representatives, and what laws should 
‘be made by them alter the tme expired for 
which they were elected, must be null and 
void: this doughty argument was insisted on 
by almost every one, but particularly by sir 
Thomas Hanmer and Lechmere, but this was 
both laughed at and refuted. For should that 
_argument hold, then we were a people that 
had not a supreme power, and so could neither 
make or repeal any laws at all, besides it took 
from us the natural laws of self defence and 
preservation in times of extreme danger: for 
the same power that made that law must surely 
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the bill were Mr. Freeman, Mr. Hungerford, 
Mr. Wykes, and lord Finch, who were severally 
answered by sir Richard Steele, Mr. Boscawen, 
sir William Thompson, Mr. Erle, Mr. Tufnell, 
and sit John Brownlow. Mr. Freeman and 
Mr. Hungerford having, among other things, in- 


sisted, that no satisfactory answer had yet been: 


inade, either as to the trust reposed in the Com- 


mons by their principals, or as to the repealing 


the Triennial act. Now. : 


Mr. Tufnell, made thereupon the following 
speech : 


Mr. Speaker ;—I think the only question be-. 


fore us is, Whether the Triennial act, as it now 
stands, or as it is proposed to be altered by this 
bill, is likely to conduce most to the benefit of 
the public ? However, since in this debate there 
has been a good deal said of the constitution 
of parliaments, I must beg leave to mention a 
a word or twoon that subject. That par- 
liaments were anciently to be held annually, ,ap- 
pears by two acts made, the one in the 4th, 
the other in the 36th of Edward 3. But though 
they were to be held annually or oftener if oc- 
casion should be, in order to remedy the griev= 
ances of the people, yet I cannot find that 
there ever was any time limited for elections : 
But as the crown had always the power of dis- 
solving, so likewise of calling a parliament 
whenever they thought fit. There was indeed 
a Triennial act made in the 16th of Charles 
1, ‘ To prevent the inconveniences which may 
‘ arise by the long intermission of Parliaments ; 


‘and therefore it provided, ‘That there should 


‘ be a session once in three years ;’ but by no 
ineans limited any time for the duration of par- 
liaments. This act was repealed in the 16th of 
Charles 2, because there were some provisions 
made in it, which were looked upon as a dero- 
gation to the rights of the crown. [I believe I 
may venture to say, the first restriction which 


have an equal power of repealing it. This is 
the sum of both arguments, but in the debates 
on this subject, a good deal of warmth was 
shown by the Tories, and Snell so affronted the 
whole Scotch nation, in saying that no wonder 
those gentlemen were for giving up our liberties, 


who bad given up those of their own nation, . 


that he was forced to explain himself and ask 
pardon. Lord Finch abused both parliament 
and ministers, that this bill was calculated to 
serve the avarice of a few persons ; aud heterm- 
ed the House of Commons a hick-spittle-par- 
liament for coming intoit. It must be owned 
the Whigs when it was first proposed, did not 
relish it at all, but these arguments and the 
necessity of the times converted them. And 
it is now evident that they should like what 
they have done the better, hecause there is not 
a Jacobite who. does not rail aloud against it, 
which confesses a disappointment, and that we 
have broke their schemes. Thus I have given 
you as full an account of this matter as I could 
in aletter.”* Mr, Moyle to Horace Walpole, 
Coxe’s Walpole, 
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ever the crown lay under, as to the continuance 

of parliaments, was in the 6th of William and 
¢ Mary. 
which is the subject of our present debate ; 
and which, however well designed, was certainly 
an innovation, until then unheard of. So that 
what is now offered in this bill, 1s only, in some 
measure, to reinstate the crown in that power 
which it had always enjoyed. And I cannot 
but be surprised, that those gentleinen who have 
hitherto boasted themselves to be the zealous 
assertors of the preragative of the crown, should 
of asudden be so fond of alaw which undoubt- 
ediy is a very great diminution of it. I hope I 
shall not be misunderstood, as if this were the 
oWy reason which induces me to approve of 
the present bill. No, though I shall always have 
a due regard to the prerogative, yet if 1 could 
imagine that this bill would prove the least de- 
triment to the public, the least imfringement 
of the liberties of my fellow subjects, my vote 
should never flatter any crown, so far, as to re- 
vive such a prerogative. 

The design of this bill is only to enlarge the 
time for the continuance of parliaments, by 
making them Septennial instead of Triennial. 
Of the law, as it now stands, we have already 
had the experience about 22 years; and what 
advantage have wé gained? Has it ever 
answered one single end for which it was 
intended? On the contrary, has it not pro- 
duced the most mischievous effects? What 
endless divisions has it created among neigh- 
bours, friends, nay, the nearest relations? 
How has it ruined gentlemen’s estates, made 
them not only beggars, but slaves to the very 
meanest of the people? What a scene of 
corruption has it every where introduced? 
How has it debauched the morals of the 
nation? Even the administration of provin- 
cial justice, which has always been esteemed 
the glury of our constitution, has been in- 
fected: and I wish the infection may have 
reached no farther. These are some of the 
fatal consequences we have already expe- 
rienced by this Triennial Law: and those 
alone, in my humble opinion, would be sufti- 
cient reasons for the alteration of it. How- 
ever, let us consider the present circumstances 
of our affairs. In order to it, let us alittle look 
back to the original of our misfortunes: and are 
they not owing to that unreasonable cry of 
the danger of the church, under the specious 
pretence of supporting the church of England, 
though manifestly in favour of that, of Rome? 
That unhappy delusion, which has been so in- 
dustriously, so maliciously spread, and so 
fatally indulged! Let us consider that unna- 
tural, unprovoked rebellion, which has so lately 
raged among us; and that sullen, groundless 
spirit of discontent which still lies murmuring 
iN SO many traiterous breasts. And notwith- 
standing that indifference, nay contempt, with 
which IT hear the argument of our alliances 
treated by some gentlemen, I must own I 
cannot but think there ought to be a good deal 
of stress laid upon it: for how cau we imagine, 


AR OEP TD ony 


Then sprang up the Triennial law, - 


fluctuation, and‘ as it were Triennial ? 


endeavours of a restless 


‘© cientem potestatem pro se et communkate 


[378 
that any foreign powers will readily enter into 
any treaties with us, for our advantage, without 
some security that they shall be made effectual, 
as long as our government is subject to such a 
Espe- 
cially if it be considered in how shameful and 
how infamous a manner the grand alliance was 


‘broken; the faith of treaties violated ; the 


credit of this nation. sunk; its interests be- 
trayed ; our ancient and best allies abandoned 


and ill treated; new ones sought for, and - 


caressed, with no other design, but to make us 
a more easy prey to the Pretender? Nay, have 
we not too just ground to suspect that this 
cause has all along been underhand supported by 


these very allies, the old inveterate enemies — 


of our constitution, who are always envious 
of our prosperity and only wait a fair oppor- 
tunity to. give us fresh disturbances? And 
could their vigilance, their artful management, 
and their treasure, joined with the unwearied 
faction at home, 
precure an election in their favour, what 
would be the consequence, but to unloose the 
doors of your prisons, to set traitors once 
more at the head of your affairs, to give them 
an opportunity of re-acting their former un- 
finished scenes of treachery, to make you a 
tributary province to France, and for ever 
complete the ruin of these: kingdoms? To 
see the British honour thus prostituted, the 
once arbitress of Europe thus insulted; these 
things, I say, ought to raise in every British 
breast a just resentment of the injurics of his 
country. After all, I am sensible there have 
been several objections made against this bill, 
whicb carry an air of popularity with thei ; 
yet which, upon examination, must appear to 
be of nv real weight. I shall take notice of 
but one or two of the most considerable, dest 
I should trespass too faron your indulgence. It 
is said, our electors chose us their representatives 
but tor three years, and that we cannot prolong 
the term without betraying that trust which the 

have reposed in us. In answer to which | 

must desire gentlemen to consider the nature of 
the writs of summons, and the returns to them; 
Is it not to consult ‘de rebus arduis regni?’ 
and that they should have ‘ plenao et suffi- 


‘comitatus predicti, et predictorum civium 
“et burg:rum, divisim ab ipsis, ad faciendum 
* quod dt communi consilio ordipari contigerit ; 
‘in premissis :-Ita quod pro defectu bujusnodi 

‘ potestatis negotia predicta infecta non re-' 
‘maneant?’ Nay, may not the same objection » 
be made against repealing ‘or altering any law 
in force at the time of an election, and con- : 
sequently defeat the very end tor which a par- ; 
liainent 1s chosen? And I should be glad to 4 
know what particular authority they were in- 
vested with, who made the Triennial Law, 
which was certainly’a great alteratiun of the 
constitution? There is another thing which I 
find is very much insisted on, and that is, sup- 
posing this bill were reasonable, yet why now ? 
Because it is now there is the most occasion — 
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for it. Are we not every day threatened with 
new insurrections, new invasions? And is it 
not the prospect of success at the next elec- 
tion, however ill-grounded, which still keeps 
alive the spirit of Jacobitism ? 

No wonder then there are such clamours 
raised without dovrs against this bill, by the 
eneinies to our government, as well knowing 
that this must prove its best security; that 


_it effectually deteat their measures; that it 


must strike at the very foundation of all their 
traiterous designs; and for ever blast the Pre- 
tender’s hopes of rekindling the flames of re- 
bellion. In short I am so entirely convinced 
not only of the reasonableness, but of the 
absolute necessity of this bill, in order to put 
apn end to vur unhappy divisions, to stop that 
raging deluze of corruption which is so univer- 
Sally spread throughout the whole nation, to 
make the crown sit easy on his majesty’s head, 


.and perpetuate the protestant succession in his 


royal fainily ; and at the same time, that it is 
no ways prejudicial to the rights and liberties 
of the subjects of Great Britain; that how ill 
soever @ recommendation it may be to any 
fuiure election, if I can have but the pleasure 
tu see my country secured, to sec these blessings 
fixed upon a solid and lasting foundation, and if 
I can have but the honour to contribute the 
least share towards so glorious a work, my 
ambition will be sufficiently rewarded, though 
I snould, by this day’s vote, for ever after be 


excluded a place in this House. 


Lord Guernsey having in the course of this 
debate, asserted, That if a man did not fall 
into all the measures of the ministry, and Jap 
with them like the men of Gideon, he was im- 
mediately brow-beaten. 

Mr. Boscawen answered, That that ho- 
nourable member was of anuther opinion not 
many weeks before; so that what he now said 
must proceed either from resentment or disap- 
poitment, , 

Sir John Brownlow said, That for his own 


" part, he neither expected nor looked for a 
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place: that he would not have been for this 
bill during the last ministry, because he was 
sure.they would have made an ill use of it, 
but that he was for it now, because he was sa- 
tisfied the present ministers would not abuse it, 


Upon the whole matter the question being 
put, That the bill do pass, it was carriedin the 


| afirmative by 264 votes against 121; and Mr. 


Hampden was ordered to carry the bill back to 
the Lords. 


Bill relating to High Treason thrown out by 
the Commons.| May 2. The Lords having sent 
down to the Commons a bill, intitled, § An act 


- for allowing of counsel to all persons who shall 


be proceeded against in perliament for any 
crimes of Treason, or Misprision of Treason ;’ 


‘to which they desired the concurrence of the | 


Commons, the said Bill was read the first time; 
and atter some debate, the question being put, : 
that it be read a second time, it passed in the 


out of the Kingdom, repealed. ]} 
ing resolved to visit his German dominions ; 
and by the Act of Settlement hismajesty being 
restrained from going out of the kingdom, with- 
out consent of parliament, a motion was made 
by sir John Cope, and seconded by Mr. Hamp- 
den, for bringing in a Bill to repeal that clause 
of the said Act; which bill was accordingly 
brought in nem. con. and past into a law. * 


cases of High Treason, were to be permitted to 
speak to matters of fact as well as 
law. 


points of 


The Act for restraining the King from going 
he king hav- 


Proceedings respecting the unusual Liberty 


allowed to Persons committed tothe Custody of 


the Serjeant at Arms.) May 31. Mr. Cholunley 
reported from the committee, who were ap- 


pointed by the Houseof Commons to inquire 
into the causes of the unusual liberty that has 


Leen allowed of late to Persons committed to 
the Custody of the Serjeant at Arms ; whereby 
they have had opportunity to make their es- 


capes, the matter, as it appeared to the Com- 


inittee ; which he read in his place, and after- 


i eevee ne eaten een 

* << Before the king went abroad, he made 
the following creations and promotions : Tho- 
mas, lord Coningsby, of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, baron Coningsby, of Coningsby, in the 
county of Lincoln; Sir’ Richard Onslow, baron 
Onslow, of Onslow, in the county of Salop ; 
Thomas Newport, baron of Torrington, in 
the county of Devon; William Cadogan, baron 
of Reading, in the county of Berks; and sir 
Robert Marsham, baron of Romney, in the 
county of Kent; viscount Castleton in Ireland, 
viscount Castleton in England; sir Henry St. 
Jolin, viscount St. John ; George, Jord Newe ° 
burg, of Ireland, lord Newburg, of Anglesey, 
in Wales; Mr. Edgecombe was made one of 
the lords of the treasury; Mr. Methuen, one 
of his majesty’s principal secretaries of state ; 
and Mr. Hampden, one of the tellers of the 
exchequer. Mr. baron Bury was declared 
lord chief-baron of the exchequer, in the room 
of sir Samuel Dodd.” Tindal. 

‘‘ When the motion was made by sir Jobn 
Cope, to repeal the’ restricting clause, and se- 
conded by Hampden, it passed unanimously, 
not a single member, amongst many who. were 
dissatisfied with the succession of the Ilanover | 
line, venturing to make the slightest opposition 


to the repeal of a clause, which, however con- 


formable to the hopes of the nation, could not 
but be considered as invidious and disgraceful 
to the new sovereign. The ministers were 
often obliged to make the most pressing remon- 
strances, as well to prevent the absence of the 
king, as to hasten his return; these remon- 
strances were often ineffectual, but always of- 
fensive ; and Walpole, during the course of his 


administration, lamented an evil which he had ~ 


in vain attempted to remedy, and which no- 
thing but the continuance of the restraining 
clause, or an absolute cession of the electorate 


negative. By this bill counsel for prisquers, in | could have prevented.” Coxe’s Walpole. 
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wards delivered in-at the clerk’s table: Where 
the same was read ; and is as follows; viz. 
That the Committee have examined several 
witnesses; and find the fact as follows; viz. 
“‘ Mr. Nicholas Ryal said, That soon after the 
Revolution, 1688, he was a deputy to Mr. 
Topham, then Serjeant at Arms of the House 
of Commons; and so continued till the time of 
his death; and that he took several persons 
into custody during that time: That Mr. Top- 
ham was a housekeeper in Bartlett’s buildings.; 
where he kept four or five prisohers in custody 
at atime; and when he had not room at home, 
he used to send them to one of his messengers 
houses, and not otherwise; and that the pri- 
soners pever went abroad without leave of the 
house , except in the case of two maltmen, 
who were great dealers, and committed upon 
the complaint of sir William Whitlock, a mem- 
ber of this house ; and then the Speaker, upon 
their application to him, gave them leave tu go 
out about their business ; but Ryal always went 
with’them, and they returned the same night in 
custody : ; 
«¢ Mr. Ryal further said, That sir John Parsons, 
alderman Sturt, and Mr. Fane, commissioners 
of the victualling, being ordered into custody ; 
upon their petition to the House of Commons, 
leave was given them to be. confined at their 
own houses, which were within the bounds of 
the Victualling-office; and that Ryal lay at one 
ef their houses every night, and, every morning, 
reported to the Serjeant, That he had seen his 
_ prisoners: and, except in the instances above- 
mentioned, he knew of no other enlargement 
to the confinement of any other persons in 
custody. | ; 
' © Daniel Kingham said, He was a messen- 
tin the Convention Parliament, under Mr. 
Topham ; who kept his prisoners at home, 
and never let them go abroad without a mes- 
senger. 7 ! a. ek oe 
“ John Holingshead said, That he was a mes- 
senger under Mr. Serjeant Topbam, about 27 
years ago, when he lived in Bartlett’s Buildings : 
that Mr. Topham used to order his prisoners 
toa messenger’s house ; but does not know he 
ever gave liberty for any to go abroad without. 
@ messenger tu attend them; and cannot re- 
member, that Mr. Topham ever kept any pri- 
soners at his .own house, in his time, except 
Mr. Grahme and Burton, | 
“ John Cor said, He was a messenger under 
the late Serjeant Powel ; and tbat Mr. Mason, 
now a member of this House, was committed 
to his custody ; but that he never went abroad 
without Cox to attend him.”. 


That Mr. Serjeant Wiburgh, being examined 
by the said Committee, touching the matters 
aforesaid, gave the following Answer; viz. 


“ That Mr. Wm. Waller was, by this House, 
ordered into his custody, on the 24th of May 
1714, for a breach of privilege, committed 
egainst Edward Vaughan, esq. and the said 
Waller standing out in contempt of the House, 
upon fresh application, he was ordered into 


custody the two succeeding sessions of parlia- 
ment ; upon the last of which orders he sur- 
rendered himself, and has ever since been in 
town ready to appear when sent fur; though 
he never was contined to close custody: 

“¢ That Mr. Walter Price,an attorney, gave 
the Serjeant his word forgbe said Waller’s forth- 
coming; which was all the security the Serjeant 
had ;'- who sent three several times into Wales 
to take him, and received, for charges and 
fees, about 60/. by way of composition ; of - 
which he might get about 20/. clear, above 
charges, as he believes: . 

‘‘ That Mr. Robert Parker was, upon the 
4thof April 1715, ordered into custody for | 
a breach of the privilege, against Mr. Cholmley; 
and he surrendered himself into custody of 
Tho, Gregory, one ef the messengers; who, — 
being a poor man, and no housekeeper, put 
him into a friend’s house of his, whuse name 
the Serjeant never knew; the said Gregory 
telling him, That his prisoner should be forth- 
coming at any time, upon demand, as. the 
housekeeper, the said Gregory’s friend, had 
promised him: that the serjeant received his 
caption fee of 3/.6s.8d.; and was proinised 
that it should be made up a greater sum, when 
the matter was over: and that this was all 
the security he had from Parker; who is run 
away. Ree 

“That on the 24th of May 1715, Joseph 
Calton mayor of Hertford, was ordered into 
custody for a breach of privilege ; but the Sera 
Jeant did not send for him, by reason that Mr. 
Cesar and Mr. Guiston promised, that he 
should surrender himself; which be accordingly 
did in two or three days; and that he never 
kept him in custody; but Hollingshead the . 
messenger had the care of him ;_ though, by 
the Serjeant’s approbation, Calton was not 
kept in custody at Hollingshead’s house; nor 
does he know where he was kept for ten 
months after his commitment; but that Moffett 
one of his messengers, has now the card of bim; 
but knows uot where be is kept: and the Ser- 
jeant said, he received 33 guineas upon Cal- 
ton’s account; and believes Holingshead had 
10 guineas ; and believes. that the money was 
Mr. Casar’s; but pave a receipt in Calton’s 
name. - Si a ' 

_& Robert Moffet, being examined, said, he 
neverhad Mr. Calton in his custody. That 
the Serjeant being asked, what was become. of 
one Berrington, a printer, ordered into custody, 
the 1stof July 1715; he said, that Berring- 
ton surrendered himself soon after the order, — 
and was committed tothe care of Moffet the 
messenger; but upon Mr. Gawen Mason's 
promising, that he should be forthcoming, he 
gave him his liberty; and does not know 
where he now is: That he received 20 guineas 
of Berrington ; but returned two guineas. back 
again by reason of his poverty : Motfei said, the 
Serjeant gave Berrington leave to go home: and 
the Serjeant further said, That he was no house- 
keeper, and never kept in close confinemest 


any persons committed to hig custody.” 


7 
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And a motion being made, and the question 
being proposed, “ That Tho. Wyberg, Serjeant 
at Aruis, attending this House, baving by un- 
warrautable and corrupt practices, permitted 
divers persons, committed to his custody for 
notorious contempts of the Privileges of this’ 
House, and other great offences, to have their 
liberty, and discharge, without any order of the 
House for such discharge, or any leave from the 
Speaker for such liberty, hath thereby render- 
ed ineffectual the just censures of this House, 
and has been guilty ofa great breach of trust in 
the execution of his office.” 

And the previous question being put, That 
that question be now put; it was resolved in 
theathirmative. Then the main question being 
put ; it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the -further consideration of 
the said Report be adjourned until Tuesday, the 
Sth of June. 

June 5. The House proceeded to take into 
further consideration the Report from the said 
committee. 

A Petition of Tho. Wiberg, Sergeant at arms, 
was presented to the House, and read ; setting 
forth, “ That the Petitioner is most heartily 


_ sorry for having incurred the censure of this 


House, for having unwarrantably discharged 
some prisoners, committed to his custody ; and 
permitted others to have their liberty, without 
auy authority for that purpose: which censure 
the petitioner doth most humbly acknowledge 
to be just, in the manner your honours have 
been pleased to pass the same; andin mitiga- 
tion of bis said offence, humbly begs leave to 
offer to your honours, That the lenity, which 
he was informed, his predecessors had used to 
persons ordered into their custody, led him into 
these fatal errors; but the petitioner hambly 
assures your honours, that the just sense he 
“now hath of his said misbehaviour, hath wrought 
in him a most sincere resolution to behave him- 
selfas he ought for the future: and praying, 
: That, in compassion to the petitioner’s circum- 
stances, your honours will forbear any further 
resentinent against him: and humbly begging 
pardon ; and throws himself on the mercy and 
goodness of this honourable House.”—-Ordered, 
That the said Petition dolit upon the table. 
Ordered, 1. “ That Mr.William Waller, who 
was committed to the custody of the Serjeant at 
Arms for a breach of the privilege of this House, 
committed against Edward Vaughan, esq. a 
member of tins. House, and who was unduly 
discharged out of custedy by the said Serjeant, 
be committed*a prisoner to the Gatehouse. 
#. That Joseph Calton, mayor of Hertford, who 
was committed to the custody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, fora breach of the prwilege of this House, 
in making an undue return of burgesses to serve 
inthis present -varliament for the borough of 
Hertford, and who-was unduly discharged out 
of custody by the said Serjeant, be committed 
a prisoner to the Gatehouse. 3. That E. Ber- 
rington, a Popish printer, who was committed 
to the custody of the Serjeant at Arms, for 


printing a. false, -scandalous, :and traiterous 
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libel, intituled, ‘The Evening Post, from 
Tuesday, June 28th, to Thursday June 30th, 
1715,’ highly’ reflecting on his majesty, and 
both Houses of Parliament,‘and who was 
unduly discharged out of custody by the 
said Serjeant, be committed a prisoner to the 
Gatehouse. 4. That Robert Parker, who was 
committed to the custody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, for a breach of the privilege of this 
House, committed against Hugh Cholmly, esq. 
a member of this House, and who has escaped 
out of custody, be committed a prisoner to the 
Gatehouse. 5. That Mr. Speaker do issue his 
warrants for the commitments of the said Wil- 
liam Waller, Joseph Calton, E. Berrington, 
and Robert Parker, accordingly.”* 


The Commons’ Replication to the Earl of 
Strafford’s Answer.| June 14. A message was 
sent from the Cominons to the Lords, by Mr. 
Aislabie and others: with a Replication to the 
earl of Strafford’s Answer, put in tothe Articles 


of Impeachment exhibited against him. (See p. 


346 ;) which was read as follows : 


“ The Commons have considered the An- 
swer of Thomas ear! of Strafford, to the Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment. exhibited against him 
by the knights, citizens, and :burgesses, in par- 
hament assembled ; and do.aver their Charge 
against the said Thomas earl of Strafford, for 
high crimes and misdemeanors, to be true ; 
and that the said earl is guilty of alland = sin- 
gular the Articles and Charges tberein respec- 
tively contained, in such manner as he stands 
impeached ; and that the Commons will be 
ready to prove their charge against him, at such 
convenient time as shall be appointed for that 
purpose.” 

After Mr. Aislabie was withdrawn, his 
Lordship complained of the dilatoriness of 
the Commons in bringing their Impeachment 
to an issue; as also that some ef his accusers. 
were to become his judges(meaning the lord 
Coningsby and sir Richard Onslow, two of the 
Committee of Secrecy, whose patents for a 
peerage were at that time passing) notwith- 
standing which, he said, he did not doubt but 
to make his innocency appear. , 

Protest against the Bill relating, to the For- 
feited Estates.| June 22. A hill from the Com- 
mons, intitled, “ An act for appointing Com- 
missioners to enquire of the Estates of cer- 
tain Traitors and of Popish Recusants, aod of 
estates, given to superstitious uses, in order 
to raise money out of them severally for the use 
of the public,” was read the third time; ard 
the question being put, That the Bill do pass, it 
was resolved in the affirmative by 44 voices 
against 19. Whereupon the following Lords 
entered their Protest. . 


* «¢ As for the Serjeant at Arms, out of com- 
passion to his circumstances, no other punish- 
ment was passed upon him,than a private intima- 
tion of disposing of his place, on the purchase 

of which he had laid out most of his fortune.” 
Political State. — | 
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_ © Dissentient’ 
_ 1. “ We conceive there is no necessity of this 
bill, because the ordinary forms of law will 


bring all the forfeitures of persons attainted. 


Anto the exchequer mucb soonér, and with 
Hon expence.to the public, than will be by this 
bill. 4 
‘4. This Billtakes away the estates of per- 
‘sons though innocent, and subjects them to se- 
vere penalties not to be avoided by any method 
agreeable ta reason and justice. | 
, .** It vests all leases for years, of persons 
attainted, in the crown, from 24th of June, 
1715; whereas bylaw such leases are not for- 
feited but from the time of conviction; and 
this may overthrow the estates of innocent pur- 
chasers or mortgagees of such chattel leases, 
who may have boughs and lent their money 
under the safe protection of the law. 
, 4. “ Because, by this bill, all debtors are 
obliged to discover the debts they owe to any 
person, to the commissioners, by the 24th of 
November, 1716, under the penalty of forfeit- 
ing double the debt, in case the creditor happen 
to be attainted at any time before the 24th of 
June, 1718, although before the 24th of No- 
vember 1716, he be neither accused nor so 
much as suspected ; and, we conceive, no con- 
struction can be made of that clause, from any 
seeming inconsistency in it,-to exempt it from 
- the absurdity and injustice enacted by it. 
5. * Because any arguments drawn from 
_ any part of that clause, to make the rest of it 
good sense, were they just, yet we cannot agree 
to enact such a clause, which must either be 
not good sense or unjust. | Bc 
6. “* Because every person who has any 
elaim to, or interest in any other man’s estate, 
must make his claim before the commissioners, 
y June 1717, or else, if the person whyse 
estate is subject to such claim, happens to be 
attained by June, 1718, though till then he 
be never accused nor suspected, they are for 
ever barred ; and no construction was endea- 
voured to be made of this clause to excuse it 
from the absurdity and injustice apparent in it. 
@. “ The act for Irish forfeitures, being urged 
‘as a precedent for this bill, we conceive if that 
act were liable to the objections which this 
bill is, by having in it the like clauses, yet that 
' 48 no good reason for the passing this; for if that 
parliament did a wrong -and injustice, it is no 
argument for this parliament to do the same, 
lest, in process of time repeated precedents 
of this kind may become too hard for reason 
and justice. | Se 
8. “ Because the general words in this bill 
may give octasion to the commissioners to 
' think, aud che judges to construe, that they 
ave power to summon peers, examine them 
upon oath, and commit them. to the common 


gaol, which we conceive, was contrary to the | 


seuse of the House, and far from their inten- 
tion to agree to. 


9. “ Because this bill takes'away the power 
from his majesty of doing the least act of 


charity to a starving wife and children out of 
Vou, VII. | 


the forfeited estates, except a provision for the 
wives and daughters of the late duke of Or- 
monde, the late lord Mar, and the Jate lord 
Bolingbroke. . | | 

‘‘(Signed) Abingdon, Montjoy, Hay, Tre- 
vor, Compton, Gower, Strafford, Mansell, — 
Berkeley of Stratton, Aylesford, Foley, 
Bathurst, Bruce.” : : 


_ The King’s Speech at the Close of the 
Session.] June’ 26. The King went to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
his majesty gave the royal assent to severai 
public and private Bills; after which the Lord 
Chancellor, read the following Speech deli- 
vered into his hands by’his majesty from the — 
throne: | a 
‘“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen; 
“T cannot put an end to this session, with- ~ 
out ote to you my satisfaction in the 
proceedings of this parliament. The whole- 
some and necessary laws which have been | 
passed with so much steadiness, resolution, 
and unanimity, will, I trust in God, answer 
those good ends which, it is evident, you 
have had in view, by defeating the designs 


_and reducing the spirit of our enemies, by 


encouraging our friends, and raising the 
credit and reputation of the nation abroad 
to such a ‘degree, as that I may rea- 
sonably expect the fruits of a settled govern- 
ment; especially being supported by a par- 
liament zealous for the prosperity of their 
country, and the protestant interest of Europe. 

‘““T am confident my. conduct ‘hitherto, in 
suppressing the rebellion and punishing those 
concerned in it, has been such as demonstrates, 
that 1 desire rather to'lessen“their numbers by 
reclaiming them, than by making examples ; 
but I am sorry to find that the numerous in- 
stances of mercy which I have shewn, have 
had no other effect than to encourage the 
faction of the Pretender, to renew their 
insults upon my authority, and the laws of 
the kingdom, and ‘even to affect, with the 
greatest insolence, to distinguish themselves 
from my good and faithful subjects, acting with 


‘such folly and madness, as if they intended to 


convince the world that they are not to be 
reduced to quiet and submission to my govern- 
ment, by such gentle methods as are most | 
agreeable to my own inclinations. = 


“¢ Gentlemen of .the House of Commons; 

“‘T return you, io particular, my thanks for 
the supplies you have given; which, although 
they fail short of the sums you found necessary, 
and have voted for the service of the whole 
year; yet, by the encouragement you have 
given to make them effectual, may, I hope, be 


80 managed as fo carry on the current service 


till another session of parliament. . 
« My Lords and Gentlemen ; | 
‘’T am very sensible there are matters of 
great consequence still depending before you ; 
but as they have hitherto been postponed, out 
of absolute necessity, by intervening affairs of 
a pis pressing nature and of the most 1mme- 
2 


- 
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diate concern to the peace and safety of the 
nation, I thought the season of the year re- 
quired [ should deter your farther proceedings 
till the next session, ratver than you should be 
detained out,of your respective countries 
longer than could: be consistent with your pri- 
wate OONCErnNs. 

«J caunot doubt but that, during this recess, 
you will all use your best endeavours to pre- 
serve the peace of the kingdom, and to dis- 
courage and suppress ail manner of disorders, 
giuce, as the first scene of the late Rebellion 
was opened and ushered in by tumults and 
riots, so you may be assured, upon what pre- 
tence sorver they are raise, they can have no 
other tendency, but to support the spirit of a 
faction, restless and unwearied ip their endea- 
yoursto renew the Rebellion, and to subvert 
the religion, laws, and liberties of their country. 

‘© ] design to make use of the approaching 
recess, to visit my doiinions in Germany, and 

‘ to provide for the peace and security of the 
kingdom, during my absence, by constituting 
my beloved son, the prince of Wales, guardian of 
the realm, and my lieutenant within the same.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his majesty’s 

ommand, prorogued the parliament to the 7th 
ye of August; 
prorogucd to the 90th of February, 1717.* 


# « A rising of parliament being a kind of 


cessation from politics, the Free-holder cannot 
Jet his paper drop at a more proper juncture. 
IT would not be accessary to the continuing 
of our political ferment, when occasians 
of dispute are not administered to us by 
tnatters depending before the legislature ; and 
when debates without doors naturally fall with 
those in the two Houses of Parliament. At 
the same time 2 British Freeholder would 
yery ill discharge his part, if he did not ac- 
knowledge, with becoming duty and gratitude, 
the excetlency and seasonableness of those 
laws, by which the representatives of men in 
his rank, have recovered their country in a 
great measure out of its confusions, avd pro- 
yided for its future peace and happiness under 
the present establishment. Their unanimous 
and regular proceeding, under the conduct of 
that honourable person who filis their chair, 
with the most consummate abilities, and hath 
justly gained the esteem of all sides by the 
impartiality’ of his behaviour; the absolute 
necessity of some Acts which they have passed, 
and their dis-inclination to extend them any 
longer than that necessity required; their 
manifest aversion to enter upon schemes which 
the enemies of our peace had insinuated to 
- have been their desiyn; together with that 
temper 0 suitable to the dignity of such an 
assembly, at a juncture when it might have 
been expected that very anusual heats would 
a¥e arisen in a House of Commons, so zealous 
for their king and countrv; will be sufficient 
to quiet those groundless jealousies and sus- 
icions, which have been industriously propa- 
gated by the ill wishers to our constitution.” 
Addisan’s Freeholder, 
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seized— Baron Gortz secured.} 
had but too just cause to complain of the fresh 
insalts of the disatlected, notwithstanding tke 
many instances of his clemency. 


after which it was farther’ 
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PrincrrpaL OccurRENCES DURING THE Rz- ~ 


cess.— Riots—The Prince of Wales made Guar- 
dian of the Realm—The King goes abroad— 
Proceedings in the King’s Absence—Seditious 
Papers and Riots—Changes in the Ministry— 


Fhe King’s return—The Swedish Resident 
“The king 


For on the 
29th of May (king Charles’s restoration) the 


Jacobite and Tory factions had distinguished 


themselves by wearing oakén boughs, and on 
the 10th of June, the Pretender’s birth day, bY 
wearing white ruses. But the spirit of disaf. 
fection shewed itself no where more openly 
than at Oxford. On the 28th of May, the 
king’s birthday, all the windows that were il- 
luminated there, were broken to piéces, as Were 
all the windows that were not illuminated the 
next day, being the anniversary of the restora- 
tron. t prevent the ill effects of this disaf- 
fection, soldiers were quartered there, who, es 
they were cheerfully and peaceably celcbrattng 
the prince of Wales's birth day, were insuited 
by both the scholars and townsmen. Stanes 
were thrown into the windows of the Star-fnn, 
where the officers and some loyal gentlemen 
were met, who were attacked by the disaffected 
party, when they came out to drink the king’s 
and the royal family’s health at the bonfire. 
Provoked by these affrouts, the soldiers broke 
the windows of the disaffected, and committed 
some other disorders. When the vice-chan- 
cellor and the mayor sent up their depositions 
to court, they took no notice of the insults the 
officers and soldiers had met with, but only of 
what the soldiers had done by way of reprisals. 
As this affair came before the parliament, it 
will be mentioned more Inrgely hereafter, 
‘<The king, before his departure, appointed 
the prince of Wales Guardian of the Realm* and 
ttaladheeanee RENEE meen eniminamenemmmte emecomme camteeeneeenrenmiee te acme eee tae 
“* The eagerness which the prince ex- 
pressed to obtain the title and office of regent, 
augmented the dicgust of the king. Conscious 
that the prince was instigated in most of his 
proceeding$ by the duke of Argyle, his groom of 
the stole, whose fascinating manners and specious 
address had gained a great ascendancy over the 
prince, he insisted on the dismission of the duke. 
Under these impressions, the king was unwilt- 
ing toentrust him with the government, with- 
ont joimng uther persons in the commission, 
and without limiting his authority by the most 
rigorous restrictions. With a view of forming a 
regency under those conditions, he submitted 
his wishes, through the channel of Bernsdorf, ta 
the council. Their answer on this subject, 
declared, that, ‘-on a careful perusal of piece- 
‘dents, finding no instance of persons being 
¢ joined in commission with the prince of Wales, 
‘and few, if any restrictions, they were of opi- 
‘nion, that the constant tenor of ancient prac- 
‘ tice could not convenien:ly be receded from.’ 


Althouzh he reluctantly sabmitted to consign 


to the prince the sole direction of affairs, yet, 


\ 


a 


his Lieutenant, during his absence.. The titles 
of duke of York aod Albany, and earl of 
ister, were given to prince Ernest, bishop of 


- Osnaburg, ghe king’s brother, who with prince 
Frederick, was also made knight of the garter. 


The duke of Devonshire was made president of 


the council, and his place of lord steward of the 
houshold was given to the duke of Kent. The 
earl of Portland was made marquis of Tichfield 
and duke of Portland. These promotions 
were attefided with unexpected disgraces. The 
duke of Argyle, and his brother the earl of Tay, 
were removed from ail their employments.} 
They had both distinguished themselves by 
their zeal and services for the government ; 
andthe king had in some measure ‘put his 
crown into their hands, by placing them at the 
, head of his armies in Scotland. ‘They had all 
along voted in the House of Lords on the court 
‘sides and therefore their removal was the 
more strange. Whatever might be the cause, 
their posts were disposed of, to shew there was 
no room to expect their being restored. Gene- 
ral Carpenter was made commander ir chief 
of the forces in Scotland, and governor of -Mi- 
norca and Port Mahon, and the duke of Mon- 
‘trose was appointed lord clerk register of Scot- 
land, in the room of the earl of Ilay, 
“On the ?th of July, the king set out from 
t. James’s, took water atthe Tower and ar- 
rived, about two in the afternoon at Gravesend, 
where he went on board the Carolina yacht. 
fe was attended by Mr. Secretary Stanhope, 
Mr. Boscawen, comptroller of the houshold, 
the officers of the green cleth, and most of his 


instead of the title of regent, he appointed him 

Guardian of the Realm and Lieutenant, an of- 

fice unknown m England since it was enjoyed 

neh Edward the black prince.” Coxe’s Wal- 
e. 

+ A list of the duke’s posts'and employments 
-was madé public to this effect: Governor and 
‘ commander in chief, of all his majesty’s forces 
- in Scotland ; general of the king’s armies ; lord 

lieutenant of the shire of Dumbarton; lord 
lieutenant ef the county of Surrey; privy coun- 
_ sellor; colonel ef the royal-blue regiment of 
horse ;.-governor of the island of Minorca: go- 
' vernor of Port-Mahon, in the said island; first 
gentleman of the bed-chamber, and groom of 
the stole to the prince of Wales; and knight 
of the garter. Whether he was governor of 
Edinburgh castle at the time of his being thus 
‘dismissed, is a doabt; but to all these is to be 
tdded a pension of 2000/. per annum, granted 
pranted him by the king. His brother was 
thewise chief lord of the justiciary, and lord. 
clerk-register in Scotland. The hereditary go- 

Vernments, sheriffdoms, &c. which the duke 

und earl possessed in Scotland, they coald not 

he deprived of ; neither could the earl be re- 
moved from his place in the justiciary which 

Was, as those of the judges are in England, 

* quan diu se bene yesserint,’ or rather, for 

-fife. Of these preferments, posts, and trusts 
the dukewas dispossessed at once.”. Tindal. 
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German ministers, who embarked in othet 
yachts. In Margate road: they met a squad- 
ren of men of war, commanded by adniral 
Ayimer: and they all made the coast of Hol- 
land the. 9th of July in the morning.. About 1 
four in the afternoon, the king went ashore, 
and passed through Holland incognito ; lay at 
Voorts, the earl af Albemarle’s seat, and ar- 
rived at Hanoverthe 15th of July; and on 
the 20th, set out for Pyrmont to drink the 
waters. ie | ; 
“ The king was absent six months, during 
which the situation of affairs in Great Britain, 
remained mych the same, and all was at last 
as quiet, as if he had himself been present. 
The prince (doubtless by his orders) set several 
prisoners at liberty, and reprieved others. The 
passage from Dover to Calais was opened, and 
peers no longer required to go from Eng- 
and to France. The king’s enemies affected 
to believe and give out, that these proceedings 
were all owing to the prince’s good disposition, 
of which he would have shewn many more 
proofs, had it been in his power. This was 
carried so far, that Addresses were preparing at 
Oxford and Gloucester, and other places, to be 
presented to the prince, to extol his wisdom in 
the administratiun of affairs, and, in particular ,° 
his affability and graciousness to ‘ all persons 
without distinction of parties.’ It was soon 
perceived, that this insinuated a reflection upon 


_the king and his ministry, and therefore it was 


declared, the prince woult’receivejno Addresses 
that were not directly made to the throne.* 


* “ Asto domestic affairs, they command 
me to acquaint you, that they are well informed 
the whole body of the Tories are promoting Ad= 
dresses from all parts to the Prince, the heads of 
which they hear are dlready sent down, and 
that the general tenour of them willbe to com« 
igen the Prince upon his Regency ‘and upon 

is shewing himself disposed .to be a common 


father to all his people, in spight of the artifices 


and insinuation of suchas delight in war or 
bloodshed ; by which it is intenced to reflect 
on his majesty’s conduct, and stigmatize such of 


his servants as were most active in carrying on 


the late war against France, and in pursuing 
the measures found necessary for suppressing 
the Rebellion. They are assured that sir John 
Packington has undertaken to procure such an 
Address. from Worcestershire, and Mr. Brom- 
ley another from Warwickshire, and that the 
same are carrying on in most of the western 
counties ; they likewise hear that some of the 
discontented Whigs are entered into this pro= / 
ject, encouraged by the duke of Argyle, Mr. 
Lechmere and Mr. Hampden, and though they 
make no doubt but that the main body. of the 
Whigs will now be upon their guard and oppose 
a design of such pernicious tendency, yet they 
find that some well-meaning people have been 
already drawn in to promote congratulatory ad- 
dresses to the prince. My lord Townshend 
and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that this is the 
wisest step the Jacobites have yet taken, sined 
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«¢ The papers and speeches of some of the 
rebels that were executed, particularly. of Mr. 
HalJl and Mr. Paul, made great impression on 
‘many people. ‘Their execution, instead of 


it manifestly tends to set up the son agninst the 
father, and to lay a lasting foundation of unea- 
siness and distraction among those wlio are best 
affected to the royal family: however they think 
themselves obliged to do bis royal highness the 
justice to declare, that they neither hear, nor 
can perceive by any observations they have yet 
been able to make, that he has given the smal- 
lest encouragement to these Addresses. The 
only remedy they can foresee for this and other 
growing evils is, what I had the honour to men- 
tion to you in my last, that bis majesty should 
take the resolution of coming over to hold the 
parliament, and that it should be known im- 
mediately he has such an intention.” Coxe’s 
Walpole. Correspondence: Stephen Poyntz 
to Secretary Stanhope. 

‘‘ Since I troubled you last, you had an ac- 
count by another hand of the apprehensions 
we had of Addresses, that were set on foot in 
several parts of the kingdem, which we heard 
no more of till yesterday, that Giles Erle (the 
duke of Argyle’s Erle) that sold t’other day, 
Drought an Address to Mr. Methwyn from 
Gloucestershire. The Address is to the prince, 
and contains nothing in it that is very liable to 
objection; but Mr. Erle baving no concern in 
that country, Mr. Methwyn told him, if any 
gentleman that was thought proper to deliver 
it, should desire it of him, he would not refuse 
to introduce him, which was all he could do. 
‘Mr. Erle then left the Address with him, but 
pon second thoughts came for it again in the 


afternoon, and said he would deliver it himself. 


It isobservable though there is nothing very ma- 
terial in this Address, it comes from the county 
where an Address of another spirit was refused ; 
and it seems, since they could not have such a 
ene as they wished, they would rather have 
such a one as the Whigs would sign, and could 
not be objected to, than have none at all, and 
this, is certainly meant as a forerunner to others 
that are ready prepared, and will be of that 
stile which you were before acquainted with. 
We have reason to believe there are some more 
in other ‘counties ready to be sent up, which 
may be in themselves not very significant, but 
enly tu introduce the humoor of addressing, 
which when begun, if it meets with encourage- 
- gent, you may depend upon it, will be followed 
in such a manner, as to compliment the prince 
at the expence of the king and his servants, for 
this was most certainly the first design, and can 
be of no other use. The Tories are waiting for 
the event, and flatter themselves with no small 
advantage from it.” : be 

. ©Since I wrote the first part of this, the 
Gloucestershire Address has been delivered, 
which his highness was prevailed upon to re- 
‘ceive in the best manner that could be wished. 
He told Mr. Erle that | aacalirag it, he was 
obliged te the gentlemen for their zeal and at- 
1 


to Secretary Stanhope. 
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lessening, rather mcreased the number’: of the 
Jacobites ; nor were they deterred from declar- 
ing themselves. Seditious sermons were preach~ 
ed, and libels against the government were 
published. By these means a spirit of mutiny 
and rebellion was kept up among the disorderly 
rabble. So great was the disaffection to the 
government at Oxford, that soldiers were quar- 
tered there, to keep the scholars and townsmea 
within bounds. Nor were these riotous pro- 
ceedings confined to England ; for the Pretend- 


er’s friends at Edinburgh had like to have freed - 


a great number of lords and gentlemen impri- 
soned there, on account of the rebellion. . 

‘A considerable change began now to be 
made in the ministry. The earl of Sunderland, 
who had gone beyond sea, under pretence of 
travelling for his health, had taken the oppor- 
tunity of waiting upon the king at Hanover, and 
by his intrigues with the German ministers 
there, {particularly the barons Bothmar and 
Bernodorff, and Monsieur de Robethon, in- 
fused a jealousy into him of the lord Town- 
shend and Mr. Walpole; sothat onthe 11th 
of December, an express arrived in England 
from Hanover, and ihe next day it was pub- 
licly known, thet lord Townshend was removed 
from his place of Secretary of State This was 
however softened with an account, that his 
lordship was to .be advanced to the post of 
lord lieutenant of Ireland; the duke of - Graf- 
ton, first lord-justice of that kingdom, being 
appointed olouel of the royal regiment of 
horse-guards, lately commanded by the duke of 
Argyle; and the earl of Galway, the other 
lord-justice of Ireland, being to enjoy an ho- 
nourable pension duriog life. ‘Two days after, 
the duke of Roxburgh was made secretary of 
state, and keeper of the king’s signet in Scet~ 
land. The lord Poleworth was appeinted lord 
clerk register in the room of the duke of Mon- 
trose, who was made keeper of the great seal 
of Scotland. The duke of Kingston’ was ap- 
pointed keeper of the privy seal, and the earl 
of Sunderland sole treasurer of Ireland for life. 
In this disposition things remained till the king’s 
return ; and the lord Townshend’s removal af- 
fected no more for the present than himself; 
though the divisions in the ministry seemed ir- 
reconcileable. 

The king, having finished all his affairs 
abroad, set out from Hanover the 19th of Ja- 


a wd 
tention, but desired he would let them know, 


that it wag more agreeable to him to have all 
things of this nature addressed to the king. It 
cost Some pains to bring his highness to this 
temper, and will be a great disappointment to 
the managers of this affair. It is worth notice 
that Mr. Lechmere was the penman of this Ad- 
dress. Lord Townshend gives you an account 
of this in his public dispatch, and begs you will 
give such a turn to itiD your answer, as may 
please and encourage the prince in this instance 


of his daty and regard to the king.” Coxe’s . 


Walpole. 


Correspondence ; Robert Walpole 
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nuary, N.S. and in ten days landed at Margate, 
-from whence he proceeded to. London. 
_ Tt was expected the parliament would 
have immediately met, but their meeting was 
put off for some time, on account of a sur- 
prizing event. On the 29th of January, Mr. 


Secretary Stanhope communicated to the privy- | 


council, the informations the king had received 
of a conspiracy, which had for some time been 
carried on to excite a new rebellion, and to fa- 
vour a foreign invasion, The same night, major 
Smith, an Irish officer, who was no longer in 
. the service, and who, that very evening, had 
_ been playing at basset, at the apartments in St. 
James’s, was seized at bis lodgings; and, about 
twelve o’clock, lieutenant colonel Blakeney, 
with a detachment of the foot-guards, secured 
the house of count Gyllenburg, the Swedish 
resident. Not long after-major-general Wade, 
attended by the colonel, went and knocked at 
the door of the Swedish minister, and being 
admitted, found. him making up some dis- 
‘ patches.. Having, in a few words, made him a 
eompliment, and acquainted him with bis com-_ 
mission to puta guard upon his person, and to 
secure his papers, he laid hold on such as were 
on the table, and demanded those that were in 
his scrutoire. Count Gyllenburg’s surprise raised 
in him an extraordinary emotion, which made 
him expostulate with some warmth about the 
law of nations being violated in his person ; 
but, having gmewhat recovered his temper, 
he desired leave to send for the marquis de 
Monteleone, the Spanish ambassador, that he 
_ might consult with him, how to acton such an 
occasion. But general Wade, having positive 
erders not to let him speak with any person, 
_ could not grant his request. On the other: 
hand, the count’s lady having refused the keys 
of the scratoire upon pretence there wa’ no 
thing in it but linen and plate, the general 
caused it to be broke open; and, having found 
in ita great many papers, he sealed them all yp, 
and left a strong guard upon the resident. The 
game morning Charles Cesar, formerly treasurer 
of the navy, and member of parliament for the 
borough of Hertford; and sir Jacob Bancks, 
formerly member of parliament for Minehead, 
were apprehended, upon suspicion of being in 
confederacy with count Gyllenburg. 

‘¢ There. were several conjectures as to the 
soeans of this important discovery. Some af- 
firmed, the king had long before notice of the 
design from France; others, that the discovery 
was owing to an intercepted letter from count 
Gyllenburg.to the lord Duffus, prisoner in the 
Tower: And others asserted, the lord Duffus 
accidentally revealed the conspiracy toan Eng- 
lish lord, his fellow prisoner, who discovered it 
to the government, and thereby merited his 
pardon. Be this as it will, it is certain, that 
the king and his ministérs had tong before en- 
tertained suspicions of the count’s clandestine 
practices; which were not a little increased 
upon the publication of a libel about Septem- 
’ er 1716, intitled, ‘An English Merchant's 
‘ Remarks open a seandalous Jacobite Paper 
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‘ published in the Post-Bov, under the name 


© of, A Memorial presented to the Chancery of 


‘Sweden, by the resident of Great Britain.’ | 
Of which libel] count Gyllenburg was suspeeted 
to be the author, as afterwards appeared by his 
letters. ae a od — 
‘The securing the person and papers of 
a public minister, being an affairof an extraor- 
dinary nature, and some foreign ministers hav- 
ing expressed their resentments of it at court, 
they were given to understand, that in a day or 
two they should be acquainted with the reasous 


such amanner. Accordingly, the secretaries 
of state, Mr. Stanhope and Mr. Methuen, 
wrote a circular letter to the foreign ministers 
of their respective districts, who were ‘pretty 
well reconciled to the proceedings of the court ; 
only the marquis de Monteleone, the Spanish 
ambassador, said in his answer to Mr. Stan- 
hope: ‘ That he was sorry no other way could 
be found out, for preserving the peace of his 
majesty’s dominions, without arresting the per- 
son of a public minister, and seizing all his 
papers, which are the sacred repositories of 
the secrets of his master; and, in whatever 
manner these two facts may seem to be under- 
stood, they seem very sensibly to wound the 
law of nations,’ — 
‘¢ Not many days after the seizing of count 
Gyllenburg, baron Gortz, minister and fa. 
vourite of the king of Sweden, was likewise 
secured in Guelderland, in the following man- 
ner: Mr. Leathes, the British resident at the 
Hague, received the king’s orders to desire the | 
regents of that state to consent to the seizing of 
baron Gortz, with his two secretaries, M, 
Stambke and M. Gustavus Gyllenburg, the 
baron having forsome time been concerned ia 
carrying on a correspondence, and concerting 
measures with the British rebels in France, and 
with several persons in England, by means of 
count Gyllenburg, for raising a rebellion in 
England, to be supported by a foreign force. © 
Mr. Leathes went immediately to Amsterdam, 
and disposed the magistrates of that place to - 
consent to the securing of baron Gortz, in case 
he should come thither from France: and . re- 
turned back to the Hague. The same night 
baron Gortz arrived there, having heard at 
Calais, of count Gyllenburg’s being put under 


arrest, which prevented hisgoing over to Eng-— - 


land, as he intended. He had, on the 18th of 


.February, a conference with the ‘imperial mi- 


ster, wherein he extolled the inclination of the 
king of Sweden to peace, and insisted on a re- 
solution about his last propositions; but, the 
next day, he set out, a little before noon, in a 
post chaise, accompanied by general Ponia- 
toweski, having, as it is believed, had some no- 
tice, that orders were given to secure. him, 
which indeed he narrowly escaped. For, upon 
Mr. Leathes application, the council of ' the 
States of Holland met, and passed a resolution 
for seizing the baron and his secretaries; but, 
before it could be executed, the baron and M. 
Stambke were gong that. morning for Amster- 


for proceeding against the Swedish minister in _ 


\ 
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dam; go that only Mr. Gyllenburg was then ag moved beyond the Alps; his adberenta 
taken. <A party of horse was puna are deprived of all hopes of support and coun- 

sent aftet the other two, and Mr. Leathes fol-| tenance from France; and even the assistance. 
towed them to Amsterdam, and, learning where | of that crown js stipulated to us in case of exis 


‘baron Gortz was lodged, he went, accompanied ; gency. . 
with the proper officers, to the house of M.{ ‘ It seemed reasonable to expect, that sach 


Yeitset, a Swedish merchant, and searched it ;| a situation of affeirs at home and abroad should - 
have recovered, from their delusion, all such of — 


But the-baron hed left i some hours before.: 
Mowever, a box was found, in which were: 
twelve large packets of betters; and, informa- 
tints being given which way the baron had 
taken, 4ome,persons were dispatched after him, 
elt seized him and Mr. Stambke at Arnheim, 
by leave of the magistrates of that place, as 
they were ae coach to go on from thence. 
Mr. Leafbes, being returned to the Hague, 
traited on the deputies of the province of 
- Guelderland, who thought fit to wnte a letter 
to the magistrates of Arnheim, ordering them 
to cause the baron and M. Stambke to ‘be kept 
in safe custody. On this occasion, all those 
of the regency, who were applied to, entered 
feadily into the reasonableness of the king’s de- | sign of imposing a Popish Pretender. 
‘mand, and gave dll the assistance and dispatch, } ‘I have ordered to be laid before you co<« 
that was consistent with the known forms df, pies of Lettets which have passed between the 
proceeding in that country. It is observable, | Swedish ministers on this occasion, which con 
t, when baron Gortz was seized, he owned , tain a certain account of a projected Invasion + 
himself to have begn the projector of ‘the im | and I promise myself, ftom your experienced 
tended Invasion of Great Britain, by the king of | zeal and affection to my person and government, 
Sweden, and that'he had actually provided ten | that you will cume to such resolutions as wilt 
thousand arms, and other necessaries for this | enable me, by the blessing of God, to defeat 
‘setvice, valuing himself very such upon what | all the designs ofour enemies agashst us. 
tre had done in this adair, as thinking it ex- * Gentlemen of the House of Commons $ 
tremely forthe interest of his master, aad a} <I did hope the putting an end to the late 


oor subject# as had unbappily been seduced 
by the craftand wickedness of desperate and 
ill-designing men, and thereby have afforded 
me the opportunity which I desired, of follow- 
ing the natural bent of my inclinations to lenity, 
by opening this session with an Act of Grace 3 
but such isthe obstinate and inveterate rancour 
of a faction amongst us, that it hath again 
prompted them to animate and stir up foreign 
powers, to disturb the peace of their native 
country: they will choose rather-to make Byi- 
tain a scene of bleod and confusion, and te 
venture even the putting this kingdom under & 
foreign yoke, than give over their darling de 


" noble and glorious efteerprize.” * Rebellion would have so far secured the peace , 


—— and tranquillity of the nation, that 1 might, con- 
SECOND SESSION or tre FIFTH PAR- sean udaboce oe, of my people, have 
) , made a considerable reduction of the forces 
; LIAMENT or GRBAT BRITAIN. but the preparations which are making team 
The King’s Speech on opening the Session.}| abroad to invade us, oblige me to ask such Sup- 
-February 20, 1717. Th day the King came | plies, as you shall find absolutely necessary for 
to the House of Peers, and the Commons being | the defence of the kingdom. ~ 
sent for and attending, the Lord Chancellor| ‘* You are all sensible of the insupportable 
read his majesty’s Speech a3 follows : weight of the National Debts, which the public 
‘“ My Lords and Gentlemen ; became engaged for from the necessity of the 
_ T was in.hopes that the success which it) times, the pressures of a long and expensive 
pee God to give us, in defeating the late | war, and the languishing state bf public credit : 
Rebellion, might have secured to the nation, | but the scene being now so happily changed, if 
péace, plenty, and tranquillity. no new disturbances shall plunge us again into 
rk My eddeavours have not been wanting, | streights and difficulties, the general expecta- 
during your recess, to improve the bappy pros-{ tion seemsto require of you, that. you should 
pect which was in view, by entering into such | turn your thoughts towards some method of 
negotiations as I judged most conducive to | extricating yourselves, by reducing, by degrees, 
those good ends; and it is with pleasure I can | the Debts of the Nation. 
acquaint you, that many defects in the Treaty ¢ My Lords and Gendemen ; 
of Utrecht, which very nearly affected the trade | — «« I-have an entire confidence in you, and have 
and even the security of these kingdoms, have | therefore nothing to ask, but that you would 
béen remedied by subsequent Conventions; | take such measures as will best secure. your 
the happy consequences of which have.already | Religion and Liberties: while you preserve 
very sensibly appeared by the’ flourishing con- | those inestimable blessings, I shall sit easy and 
dition of our trade and credit. - === | safe on my throne, having no other view but 
““ By the Alliance lately concludéd with the happiuess and prosperity of my people.” 
France and the States General, we are soon to i 
be eased of all future apprehensions from| PAPERS RELATive TO THE INTENDED Iwva- 
Dunkirk and Mardyke ; the Pretender is ace | 519N FROM Swepen.] The King being with- 
- ee a aes er Ee se eerie wirKintinmness | Uruwn, and the Commons returned to thei 


ae Tidal, aoe House, Mr. Spenker reported fis majesty’s 


en en re oe, 


rd 
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Speech, after which Mr.. Secretary Stanhope 
acquainted the House, That his majesty had 
commauded him to lay before the House, 
“< Copies of Letters which passed betweet count 
“¢ Gyllenburg, the barons Gortz, Sparr, and 
<<‘ others, relating to the design of raising a Re- 
*¢ bellioa in his majesty’s dominions, to be sup- 
¢* ported hy a force frem Sweden ;” which he 
presented to the House eecortingly, and the 
said copies were read. They are too volumi- 
rows to. be inserted at full length in this work ; 
we shall therefore present the reader with the 
- following faithful Abstract of the said Letters ; 


The first Letter is from baron Sparre, to 


count Gylienburg, dated at Paris, September 
25, 1716 ;.in which the Baron acquaints the 
Count, “ That three days before, he was.in- 
formed that he [count Gyllenburg] had entered 
upon business with some lords of the chief of 
the Pretender’s party: that, they took it for 
granted, be was authorised to do so, by the 
king of Sweden; and, in a word, that he was 
inclined to believe, That his Swedish majesty 
would espouse the interests of that prince. In 
"the first place,” adds the baron, “ I will tell you 
that I shall be charmed with it; and then, 
that it is not from a motive of curiosity, that J 
ask, whether what J have beard be true; but, 
that I may co-operate with you, though in- 
directly, till I have powers like yours, with 
which, you know, we are obliged to proceed 
very cautiously. Do me the friendship to let 
rhe know, what there is in this matter, as soon 
as possible. I atter myself you will find your 
account jn it.’ . 

The next is a letter from count Gyllenburgh 
to baron Gortz, dated London, Scpt. 29, O. 8. 
Oct. 9, N.S. 1716; which, bemg very ma- 
terial, deserves to ie inserted at tength. “In 
answer to your ex-ellency’s letter,” says the 
fount, “ofthe 22d past, I now do myself the 
_ honour to acquaint you, that every body here is 
- of opinim, that either France is extremely 

. weak,or else, that the regent aimsat the throne, 
and is desirous to purchase it of king Georve, 
at any rate ; for otherwise, tt is thought mpos- 
sible, that France could condescend to make 
60 iznomin,ous 4 saerifice, ‘as she does, of a 
work [Mardyke] which cost her so much, and 
for whichthe late king woatd have undergone 
aten years wer. People go so far here, as'to 
lny wagers, that the young king of France will 

be dispatched, before a certain tinre, to make 
room forhis uncle. But, if the report, which is 
current at presbnt, proves true, that the young 

" king is falten él] of the small pox, it is very pos- 
sible, that Providence may.confound his vast 
proyects, which among othter things, tend to set 
up the court of Hanover to serve France, in our 
stead, ds a balance against the power uf theem- 
peror: and it was wih this view, that France al- 
ready offered, last spring, to;consent to guaranty 
to the Hanoverians the possession of the duchy 
of Bremen. Ifthe emperor considers well the 
tine, at which France takes these steps, and 


Engtand is s6 forward to answer them,he will find 


that his last advantage over the Turks has begot 


a jealousy in those two powers, and has made 
them berhink themselves, in goed time, of se- 
coring one another, mutually, against his power. 
I know not with what design it is done but 
the ministry at present, give out, that the peace 
of the north 1s actually in agitation, aad that it 
~will be concluded to the satisfaction of the king 
of Sweden. My friends would persuade me, 
that this is done, in order to quiet alittle the 
minds of those, whose eyes my paper (Remarks: 
of an English Merchant, &c.) has opened. Be 
that as it will, I can assure your excellency, 
that never any paper met wita.a more general 
approbation; and, if { might venture to give my 
opinion, I should think it would not be impro- 
per to cause it to be printed in French, m- 
Dutch, and even in English, at the Hague. 
Your exceliency may be assured, that if these 
gentlemen here make any answer to it, I shalt 
be Yeady to baffle them intirely, and that there 
is nothing in the world I should so much wish 
‘for. Wheihet they do this, or not, I intend 
to have several pieces ready against the meet- 
ing of the parliament, and to publish them by 
a little at atime, the impatience of the people 
here nut suffering them to read long deductions ; 
And, if I had wherewithal to defray the ex- 
pence, I would cause some of them to be 
printed immediately, and the papers to ‘be con- 
veyed into such places, that itshould net be in 
the power of this court to hinder the impres- 
sion. The intimations, which have been made 
me, terminate in bringing m the Pretender ; 
but, as T cannot enter upon that affair, with- 
out an express order from the king, mry master, 
Ihave avoided coming to the particulars.— 
Ten thousand men transported hither from 
Sweden, would do the business: and, { be- 
lieve, we shall not be at a toss for money,—I 
send you, inclosed, the translation of the ‘Pa- 
per, whicb has been published there.” 
Baron Gortz, in his Answer, dated ‘at the 
Hague, Oct, 5-16, 1716, is of opinton, “ That 
hitherto, they need hot be much disturbed 
about the treaty between France and Great 
Britain ;” and adds, “ That the count's printed 
piece deserves the approbation it meets with :' 
chat ‘he has sent it to tne king, and wit! take © 
care to get translations of it into other jan- 
guages printed. ‘He desires to know the ex= 
pence of printing the other pieces of the couat's 
composing : cautions him, not to make avy 
mention, in his tetters'to the king, nor ta his 
correspondents in ‘Sweden, of what bas been 


insinuated to ‘him about the ‘Pretender; 


but that in the mean time, he will run no 
risque, in acquainting him with aH the 
particulars on that head ; and that, above all, it - 
will be necessaryto make him clearly under- 
stand, how ten thousand men might do the 
business ; that is‘to say, what scheme has been 
contrived, and what motive they propose to 
offer, to induce the’king of Sweden to enter into 
this affair.” ee =, : 
Count Gyllerburg, in his Answer, dated at 
London, Oct. 12-28, 1716, ‘tells baron Gortz, 
“J say nothing tothe alliance lately made by 


‘ 
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Trance. Last spring, France offered the Han- 
everians their guaranty of the possession of 
Bremen, and I doubt not, but they have now 
done it. How do we know, but this may pro- 
duce good dispositions at Vienna towards us? 
It was in jest only, that count Volkra told M. 
Petkum, that his master would enter into that 
alliance. I am very glad, that my pamphlet 
‘meets with your excellency’s approbation. I 
assure you, that to print the pieces, that will be 
necessary, will cost’me, at least, sixty pounds. 
Printers must be bribed to it, for they run 
great risques in printing any thing that dis- 
pleases the government: but I will keep an 
exact account of every penny. I would begin 
with our Treaty, and make short remarks upon 
it. Afterwards, I will print extracts from the 
custom house, to show the little necessity there 


isofthe trade to Petersburgh and Riga, es-- 


cially this year. Then I. will come to the 
Lanover declaration of war, and will examine 
it, if it be necessary. After that I will proceed 
to every one of our enemies, and I doubt not, 
but to undeceive the nation.” 

To this letter count Gyllenburg subjoins this. 
remarkable postscript : “‘ Your excellency will 
have seen by my last to M. de Mullern, what 
Ihave written upon the subject in question. 
You will be pleased to send, or keep back that 
letter, just as you shall judge convenient. How- 
ever, 1 beg you would be pleased to inform me 
which you do, There is no medium ; either, 
Bremen, or the Hanoverians, wust be sacri- 
ficed. The latter'is not so difficult, considering 
the general discontent. Ten thousand men 
would be sufficient. The male-contents require 
but a body of regular troopsto which they may 
» join themselves. That body, being transported 

in the month of March, when the easterly 
winds reign, and when it will not in the least be 
dreamt on, will cause a general revolt. We 
-must also have arms for between 15 and 
20,000 men, and as many accoutrements as 
can be got ; for, as to horses, we shall have them 
here. Your excellency may easily judge of 
what advantage this will be tothe king ; and in 
my poor opinion, we have no other course to 
take, unless we are willing to give up every 
thing. My friends are not in town, but I shall 
speak with them some day next week: and 
then your excellency may expect their scheme : 
in the mean time, I should be of opinion, that 
if the business could be done, without making 
use of a great many English, there would be 
the less risque run ; for I do not know, whether 

ought to touch upon what the king must 
have further: for although they will endeavour 
to do everyjthing that I ask, yet, as it must be 
by a contribution raised amongst a great many, 
it may happen, that there may be a false bro- 
ther. Our men once landed, I answer for the 
rest. In the meantime,I beg you would remember 
what 1 had the honour to write to you, last 
summer, concerning one N—————. Nobody 
knows the sea and the coasts better than he, 
and he isa brave and honest man. - In short 
it will bea glorious enterprize, which will put 


i 


ad 
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an end to all our misfortunes, by ruining those 
who are the authors of them. As to what I 
have to say of the time, the sooner the better, 


after the trade of Gottenburg is ended, or be-- 


fore it begins.” 


The next Letter is from count Gyllenburg, 


to his brother Gustavus Gyilenburg, secretary 


to baron de Gortz, dated at London, October. 


16-27, 1716 ; in which the postscript to baron 
rtz, is only material, which is as follows : 
‘¢ Thave since spoken with two of the princi- 
pals, who have assured me, that there shall be 
60,000/. sterling, ready, as soon asI shall shew 
them a line from the king, with assurances 
under his own hand, that he will assist them.. 
As for the scheme, I ‘shall have it within a few 
days. One of them, who is the chief promoter 
of this affair, assured me, that ‘we had nothing 
to apprehend from the Regent on this occa- 
sion.” . r+ ' 
By a Letter dated at the Hague, November 3, 
1716, M. Gustavus Gyllenburg acquaints his 
brother the count, that he has given baron 
Gortz his letter of the 16-27th of October, to 
read, as well.ias the note therein inclosed ; to 
which he made him the following answer: “ It 
is my repeated advice, to forbear speaking any 
at all of money ; but to hear people only, soas 
to learn clearly what they are able and dis- 
posed to do, and to acquaint me with it, with-' 
out opening yourself to them.” | 7 


Thenext Letter is from count Gyllenburg to. 
baron Gortz, dated at London, November 4, 
1716, as follows ; “In answer to what your 
your excellency has done me the honour to write 
to me in the postscript to your letter of the 
16-27th past, I grant there will be no harm in 
hearing the insinuations of this court, if they, 
were made not only without my promising to 
make report of them to his majesty, but alsa 
my giving them hopes of his majesty’s being re- 
solved to be reconciled to the Hanoverians, and. 
to sacrifice Bremen to them for some equiva- 
lent on the part of the czar. But as, without 
that, they will make no overtures, for fear we 
should make use of them to increase still more. 
the distrust, which is between the northern. al- 
lies, and so make an advantage of them ; it is 
not in my power, to get any thing particular. 
out of them ; nor am I able tosay of what ser- 
vice to us their assistance against the czar would. 
be ; but if I were to guess by their discourse, 
who ,have been talking with me about it, 28 
from themselves, shough I easily perceived it 
was by order of the ministers,, I should bee 
lieve, that, ifthe prelimiuary concerning Brea, 
men was settled, the English ministers would be 
very well pleased to retrieve the false step they. 
have made, by talking loudly of tiie deteusive 
treaty between us, and by persuading the. na- 
tion to give us the succours therein stipulated, 
either in money or ships. I should fancy also, 
that we might come to au agreement in icla- 
tion to what they ought to help us to take from. 
the czar, by way of reprizal for our losses in 
Germany, On the other band, andif weda 
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not submit to them, your excellency, may be 
assuged, that, as well to justify their past ac- 
tions, as to force us to a compliance, they will 
prevail upon the mercenary parliament, which 


they have at present, to take vigorous resolu- 


tions, and even to declare war against us. _ This 
is what we must expect. The English minis- 
ters do not mince the matter; aud they have 
already made itappear, that they will.stick at 
nothing, They are all furious persons. Sun- 
derland, who is, in a manner, at the head of af- 
fairs, and who has got all the interest he has 
with the king of England, by having consented 
to what has been done against us (being besides 
our enemy) is at present at Hanover, to take his 
Instructions from the Germans, and your excel- 
lency may depend upon it, he willexecute them 
with all the boldness Eton imaginable. 
' Your excellency, will therefore find, we ought 
to make use of this opportunity to enter into 
measures against people, who certainly will not 
do things by halves. We must either ruin them, 
or be uadone ourselves, that is, if it be in their 
power to bring it to pass. ~ | 


Postscript. My friends are now in town. 

An express, which came to them yesterday 
from the pretender; will put them in a better 
_condition for formiog a plan. To day they are 
going about it. There are only five or six of 
the most considerable persons consulted. They 
would know, ia case we agree, whether the 
money must be paid here or elsewhere, or if it 
most be sent’over toSweden. They have also 


asked me, if we had any occasion for sea-. 


officers, for then. they could furnish us with 


good ones.” ° 
; : \ 


In another Letter, at London, November 13, 
1716, count Gyllenburg made good his promise 
to baron Gortz, about giving him his sentiments 
about the business containedin the baron’sjlost 
postscript. “ Thesum thereof” says the count 
<< ig what I have already hinted, that we must de- 
termine one way or other, and that very speedily. 
Wehave not,.in my humble opinion, any time to 
lose in consultations. J we do nottake advan- 
tage of their present animosity, it will cool; for 
the court, that is to say, the prince’s party, does 
all that is possible to gain them. With the 
most considerable, it would perhaps be necesery 
togoon roundly, They runthe hazard of their 
lives and fortunes in declaring themgelves, so 
that they will not speak but upon pod security. 
‘And as to the people of the second rank, be- 
sides that it would perhaps be dangerous so 
much as to hearken to their proposals, these 
proposals of theirs are of so little consequence, 
- and so-confused, that we.sbould not be able 
from them to form any idea of the affair. I 
should likewise be of opinion, that, till I receive 
fresh orders from your excellency, the safest 
oo, will be to avoid: all conversations of that 
kiod. 


' The next} Letter is from M. Gustavus Gyl- 
Jenburg to the count his brother, dated at the 


Hague, November 17, 1716, the substance of 


Va.VIt | 
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which is as fallows: “ On Tuesday last arrived. 
here a letter from baron Sparre, importing, 
that he had hopes of succeeding in ‘his solicita- 
tion, to have Mr. Leuch sent to the ‘king. Ip 
his letter was inclosed one from the duke of 
Ormond to baron Gortz, in which the duke says, 


-that the king his master had ordered him to let 


him [Gortz] know, that he expects shortly a 
supply of money ; that he willthen remit sixty 
thousand pounds sterling to his. Swedish majes- 


ty, leaving the disposal of it to him; and that he 


begs him to look upon this as an earnest of his — 
good willto him, The bearer of thisletter added, . 
that the remittances might be made either 
to—,orto —-. M.Sparre has since told the 
baron, in confidence, of the men of war that 
we have brought in France, which will be ready 
and delivered. And that we are soliciting the 
court of 'rance to send a person to the ezar, to 
make advantage of the pacific disposition be is 
now iv. But as this solicitation meets with 
many obstacles, and that, besides, France does 
not appear over forward to do any thing for 
us, unless it be in concert with England. M, 
Sparre takes notice, that my lord Mar hasa 
cousin-german, named Erskine, with the czar, 
who is physician and privy-counsellor to that | 
Ponce; which favourite has wrote letters to my 
ord Mar, giving a very particular account of | 
the czar, viz. That the czar will not attempt 
any thing more against the king of Sweden ; 
that he has fallen out with his, allies ; 
that he can never be friends with king 
George; that he hates him mortally; that . 
he is sensible of the just cause ofthe Pretender; 
that he wishes for nothing more than a cone 
juncture, in which he may be able to restore 
him to his dominions ; thatthe czar, having the 
advantage wholly on his side, cannot make the’ 
first step ; but, if the king would make the 
least advance, there would be very soon an ac- 
commodation between them. The Pretender 
has sent to desire baron Sparre to procure bim 
leave to retire to Stockholm. M. Sparre has 
returned avswer, that, as this, would be the 
same thing as declaring war by sound of | 
trumpet, it would absolutely spoil the business. — 
in hand.” . | > 


In this-Letter, M. Gustavus Gyllenburg in- | 
closed the copy of another Letter, from baron 
Gortz to baron Sparre, dated November 12, 
1716, as follows: “ I still laok.‘upon the 
sending Mr. Lench as very uncertgin, because, 
I am persuaded, that: France will not take any 
step, that may give the least suspicion, or by - 
which they may disgust England, before they _ 
have finished the treaty of alliance, that 19 now 
depending. Yet methinks they might venture” 
to intimate to the court of England, that they 
have a mind to send a person to the king, to 
sound his majesty’s intentions more thoroughly 
touching a reconciliation, and in order to qua>_ 
lify themselves the better ta do good offices. - 
As to the affair of England and the duke of . 
Ormond’s Letter to me, of which you have 
sent a4 a copy, I cannot forbear telling you: 

2 yes - 
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frankly, Sir, that, if my scheme upon it be 
hot approved and complied with, I cannot 
enter at all into that affair. It is upon the 


foundation of my scheme, that I have actually . 


' opened the matter to the king; and it woul 

be directly to Spoil all to make me depart from 
it. Any reasunable mah will easily compre- 
hend the impossibility, in this case, of settling 
& treaty inform. Doubtless it would be cae 
too great a hazard on both sides, to depen 

tipon its being kept secret. The best way is, 
tn prepare on each side the materials necessary 
for the work before us. When all is ready for 
execution, it will then be time enough to make 
treaties, if it be judged requisite. I do not 
kriow, even whether it would be right to do 
what is desired under the name of lending as- 
sistancé ; and [am very much inclined to think, 
that it would be better to avow openly our 
Own interest, and the concerh we have for 
inaintaining the English liberties. Your friends 
must place so much confidence in us, as to 
furnish us with what we want, to put outselves 
ifito a coridition of becoming usefal to them. 


The sum tequired is ndt exorbitant: 300,000 ; 


-._trowns may satisfy us at present, for we want 
°" nothing but to augment our naval force at 
Gottenburg. Y do not see what hadords your 
friends ch rah in this. I will give them suffi- 
tient security; and, from the humour all the 
world knows thé king to be of, they may very 
safely conclude, that if his majesty should not 
be able to satisfy this loan by a real assistance, 

he would do al) hé possibly could to reimburse 
out friéids; the rather, because his majesty 
Would not have it known, that hé had touched 
why money for such k purpose a8 this is lent. 

hese gentlemen might, however, the more to 
éngage the king’s affection, give their offer the 
turn expressed in my Scherhe : though, for my 
part, I will not attept it, on any conditions, 


fat fhay distinguish it froth a common loan. | 


But all depends upon their determining speedily, 
Snd béginaing forthwith, by furnishing the 
,000 trowhs fot the men of war, without 

. which they must not flatter themselves, that 
any thing cat be done. Iam upon the scent 
of getting a fourth hundred thousand even’ in 
England. France cannot reproach us with this 
agreement, while no treaty or convention ‘¢an 
be produced to prove it. What I said aboye, 
of the cautious béhavioat of the court of France 
towards Englaiid, is no doubt applicable like- 
wise to the negotiating of an accommodation 
with theczar. It is prohable, the court of 
_ France would not proceed in a negotiation of 
that kind, bat by concert with England ; and 
you will grant me, that this would not by any 
means suit out interest. This reflection leads 
me into an opinion, that the canal of France is 
fot at presént the most commodious for us. 
It =) suffice therefore to havé offered to make 
use of that canal without pressing the matter 
further. Norcan M. Lench be the manager 
ef this négotiation. For going to, and coming 
from Sweden, at the season of the yéar Wwe are 


now in, réquires time ; and, if we came to any 


agreement with the czar, we ought to conclude 
it within three months at the very farthest. The 
canal of my lord Mar seems to be alike incom 
venient and impracticable, because of thelength - 
of time, which that circulation of correspond 
ence wotld unavoidably take up. Yet I cannot 
but think, that, by the canal of thé favourite 
physician, the good dispositions of the czar 
might be improved, if they are indeed such ab 
have beet represented. If the czar comes 
hither, and one can get a private conversation 
with the favourite, wé might certainly carry 
things on far, supposing, as I said, that what the 
favourite has written be well founded. In thé 
mean while I am contriving some other way. 
If we fix upon a project, that is in any tolerable 
degree promising, I shall sot be withheld by the 
difficulties aud Eatdships of the voyage from 
being the bearer of it myself. If in the mean 
time your friends would enter into my scheme, 
I should be the more sure of bringing the king 
to a thorough good liking of their business. 
But I will not venture to convey any thing of 
this to his majesty, otherwise than by word of 
mouth. Itis satisfaction enough to me to know 
originally, that I am in no danger of giving of- 
fence to Sweden by the part I take upon me to 
act in this affair. The fancy of the Pretender’s 
retiring to Stockholm surprises me: It would 
be blazing abroad our secret intelligence by 
sound of trumpet.” 


On the 12-28 of November, 1716, baron 
Gortz wrote from the Hague the following 
Letter to count Gyllenburg: I told you in 
my letter of Friday, that I deferred answering 

ours of the 13th, which I am nowgoing to do. 

ou say, Sir, that as to the affair you are pressed 
about, it would be necessary tu go roundly to 
work with the principals. Iam iotirely of the 
same opinion ‘The business then is to speak 
plainly. I believe, Sir, it will be thought a suf- 
ficient proof of our frankness, to declare as you 
may do, that nothing is more natural, nor more 
sweet, than to revenge an affront one bas re- 
ceived 3 bat that in paint of prudence, it ought 
to be maturely considered, whether the passios 
of revenge can produce the desired effect. If 
your people do but make the least reflection 
upon this rule, they will undoubtedly perceive, 
that it is intirely their business to make the 
success of the enterprize, which they. desire, 

pear probable to us. After that, it will be 

ihewibe proper, that they should help us in. 
setting the necessary points, that is, that they 
should assist us with money. As I ran ne 
risque with you, Sir, I make no struple ef 
telling you in confidence, that the business in 
hand has for some time been part of my cof 
respondence with ambassador Sparre. The 
prineipal members of the present court of 
Avignon, offer on the part of their master 
60,000/. sterling, to engage the king’s affection.. 
I remonstrated thereupon, that the delicacy. of 
the conjuncture ought to caution us again 
closing too hastily with this offer, but that 
proposed to treat opon the foot of a commeh _ 
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loan; aud that in that case, being furnished 
with the king’s full power to negotiate money 
for his majesty’s services, I might gccept it, 
giving them assurances an the king’s part for 
repayment; that, if at the same time they 
would communicate to mea plan of the prin- 
cipal affair, I would not fail to send it to the 
’. king ; and that, in case his majesty shauld be 
. ynwilling to enter into the design in question, 
he would at least pique himself upon taking 
care, that the sum, which I should have horrow- 
ed in bis name, should be punctually discharged; 
go that the lenders would run no risque of their 
- money, but that, on the contrary, they would 
have put it out to 9 good edvaatage, and that, 
in short, the offer being made upon the foot 
beforementioned, without stipulating apy other 
conditions than being rejmbursed, the king 
might be more effectunily wrought ypon 
by that mark of their good will, than b 
directly soliciting the succqurs they desire. | 
added to all these intimations at in cage 
the cing telsbed the project p a Revolution 
to be brought about in England, j¢ might 
perhaps do better to give this enterprise the 
turn of its being intended to revenge the ua- 
worthy proceedings of the kings of England, 
. and to maintein the English liberties. You 
have herewith, Sir, the copy of a pecuniary 
¢ontyact, which J haye just now settled with 
some private persons in this country. You 
will find by it, that there is a considerable 


advantage to be made, which jt was necessary 


to allow to strangers, since nobody in Sweden 
had courage enough for it. If your people had 
a mind to engage in it, abstractedly from the 
grand affair, 1 would admit them forthwith as 
, far as the sum of 300,000 crowns. The king’s 
printed patent, whereof you have herewith a 
copy, sufficiently secures every indiyidual per- 
son from ail frauds with regard to the States 
bonds, upon which the money is advanced. But 
they must determine speedily, or lay aside all 
hopes, as Ihave just now observed to am- 
bassador Sparre, ip a postscript, which [ com- 
municate to-you. If the thing be taken upon 
‘the foot befurementioned, it may go an; byt 
otherwise nothing can be done. In a word, 
we must have money, aad, after that, we must 
know what es bee in a condition to do in 
Englend, and what part they expect the king 
should take, to put this design into mation, 
and to support it.” 


_ In Answer to baron Gortz, count Gyllen- 
burg wrote to him the following very remark- 
able Letter, dated at London, Dec. 4, 1716: 
“ As goon as I had received your excellency’s 
letter of the 2rd past, I went to one of the 
ea ad at his own house, with whom I have 

ad a long and intimate friendship. J shewed 
him your excellency’s letter, which I inforced 
the best I could. Whereypop he asked me, 
whether I had spoke of it to any one of his par- 
ty? And, I telling him I had nat, he desired 
me, for the love of God, not to do it. Wewere 


made to believe from Avignon, said he, that all 


bis assistance. 


went on currently: that baron Gorts had ac- 
gepted our offer, and had given positive as 
sysances on the part of the king of Sweden, of 
fe have been pregsed on the 
affair of the money, and to farm a@ scheme; 
and we have actually applied opsselves ta hath 
the png and the gther, In the midst of all chig, 
here all three pasts arrived from Avignon, and 
na farther signs are shewn of s9 much haste. 
Thi change has yery much perplexed m, we 
pot knowing tg what to impute jt, ppless to the 
prince’s .indispositipa. Bur all js now became 
clear. They were two gure of their point gt 
Avignon; they reckoned immediately on the 
assistance of the king of Sweden; and now they 
are afrnid, on ane hand, of dampiog our cou- 
rage, hy owning frenkly, that they had deceives 


themselves; and, an the other, they’dare not, 


upon an uncertainty, engaye to a gran 
with money, being sensible, it ig the Jast that 
we shall give thein, if we should find it employ- 
ed to any other purpose than we designed ; and 


S : 
7 


, 


without direct assurances first given of our hay- ~ 


jng the succours we need. Yousee, therefore 
continued he, of what consequence it is, if you 
wish us well, that you do not make known, to 
any person, what [ see oyr court of Avignon 
conceals with §9 mach care. If you act other- 


wise, you will destroy the credit of the cheyg- _ 
lier de St. George bere, which perhaps will be _ 


of necessary use to you, aad you will make his 


adherents your implacable enemies; for, if their. 


design fail, they will be regardless, whether 
Sweden perishes or not; and yet you knoy, 


cause, 98 well in the country, a3 in the parlia- 
ment of England, and who bave obliged gaur 
eneiwies to act wxh more caution and regerye, 
than they would otherwise haye done. You 
will gtill have’ occasion for their assistance jn 
the next session of the parliament of England, 
which your enemies are preparing to incense 
terribly against you, as well by pamphlets, which 


that it is they, who have hitherto defended yoyr . 


are already actually in the press, as by petitions - 


of the merchants, who have Jost their ships, 
and who now meet twice a week to consult. 
Now, (said he) to return to baron Gortz’s let- 
ter, give me leave to tell you freely, that, if thé 
question was explicitly and simply, whether we 
should agsist the king of Sweden, and we con- 
sented, it might thea be worth while to ask, 
what security we required, and what gain we 


insisted on? But that is not the case at pre- | 
sent, nor ever will be. For I must owa to you | 


ingenuously, that there are very few amongst 
us, who-have any concern for the interests of 
foreign princes, any laager than while they af- 


fect our own, and shat even very palpably: 


‘Manus nostre oculate sunt; credunt quod 
¢ vident ; Our eyes are in our hands; what they 
* see we believe.’ So thet for you to flatter 
yourselves, that, out of respect or friendship, 
we should part with our mopey to any whatso- 
ever, would be to know moue pfus. You 
gan never Alter qur minds on that article ; so 
yOu .mugt just take us as we are. As for gain, 
Gan we hope for greater in apy country, than 


a 


’ 


a 


~ reason to hope’for saccess, because the whole 


- king George’s desire to have the country of 


give us the encouragement to see, that we are 


his? This diversion will be so much the greater, 


¢ 


- 
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what we have at home, without risquing our 
money? Do not we snake seven or eight per 
cent. by the public funds; and this upon the 
security of the parliament of England, and are 
paid punctually every quarter? That, this ques- 
tion being utterly unseasonable, it is necessary 
to form another; and let that be, whether we 
are willing, by a pecuniary subsidy, to merit 
the assistance of the king of Sweden? To that 
I answer roundly, let us but be assured on the 
part of his majesty, upon whose bare promise 
we will rely, more than on all the securities and 
engage nents of others: I say, let us only he 
assured, that by our money we shall merit his 
help, and actually have it. -After this, Jet us 
but know what you would have us to do, and 
‘we will make such efforts, that his majesty shall 
not repent of giving his royal word to assist us. 
But, Sir, (added he) What must we think, when, 
after a negotiation of three months or more, we 
are yet in uncertaintly upon what ought to be 
the chief spring of all our undertakings, and are 
to merit by our money, not the help weask, but 
barely an answer, whether we shalt obtain it or 
not? How can we run ipto expence, expose 
our friends, and, in short, endanger our fortunes 
and lives, when perhaps his majesty’s refusal 
may stop us short; subject, among other things, 
to the fear of being betrayed by those, who, 
seeing the ill success of our projects, and that 
there is nothing to be hoped for more on our 
side, may endeavour to make their fortune, by 
striking in with our enemies, and sacrificing us. 
—Let us examine all this, and yourself will ac- 
knowledge, we should hazard too much in fol- 
lowing those, who leave us in such uncertainty; 
but, on the other hand, what does the king of 
Sweden risque? Is not our government his ene- 
mies in every. respect; and will it not assist 
them more this ensuing year? What can be 
said against hin, if, after the example of Scipio, 
‘he carries the war into their country, who have 
been desirous, and are still so, to carry it into 


without any fair prospect. One positive assu< 
rance given at Avignon will put all in motion ; 
but without that, all will flag. As to the co- 
loar, which the king of Sweden may put upon 
‘his enterprize, I shall always have that opinion 
(said he) whieh baron Gortz himself would have 
me entertain of his scheme, namely, that the 
king of Sweden intends sincerely to restore the 
Chevalier. .But I am much afraid, that the rest 


light; . that is to say, that they will imagine 
his Swedish majesty, having not given any pro- 
inise to our Chevalier, nor declared for bim, will 
make no other use of this enterprize, than only 
to compass his. own designs, exclusive of the 
Chevalier, and to oblige king George to come 
to better terms. But in this he will find him- 
self deceived ; for, the greatest part of the na- 
tion being at present inflamed with Jacobitism, 
and set a longing for the return of him, whom 


not join any person, who does not declare open- 
ly for him: on the contrary, perceiving it is 
only a foreign quarrel, which draws the king of 
Sweden hither, vexed to see their expectations 
frustrated, and not knowing how far bis majes- 


exposed to his vengeance, or who be exempt 
from it, they will fall into the common humour 
of the nation, which is to unite all, notwith- 
standidg their past feuds, against a foreign 
power.—This is so true (continued he,) that 
if the ‘chevalier de St. George had not an 
English father, and been born in England, all 
his pretensions would avail him nothing with 
the common people; who, when the contest 
shall be only between foreigner and foreigner, 
will certainly declare for him in possession, 
without ‘much regard to the justice of the 
cause.— For what remains (added he) I intirely 
agree, that the maintaining of the church of 
England ought to be one topic in the king of 
Sweden’s manifesto. Thisis the more neces- 
sary, because it would serve to settle the minds 
of such as are distorbed about.the Chevalier’s 
religion. His majesty likewise would act itr 
his known character, which is to be, on all oc- 


as it will be unexpected ; and there 1s the more 


country is disaffected. It is also probable, that 
half the army will be disbanded by the parlia- 
ment of England; and it is certain great part 
of that army will desert on the approach ofa 
sufficient body of troops.— But suppose this en- 
terprize should not succeed, would this govern- 
ment be more bent upon the intire ruin of the 
king of Sweden than it was before? And, when 


testant religion.—This, Sir, is what was most 
material in my conversation with my friend, 
who, I assure your excellency, is a man of so- 
lid judgment, and so well informed of what 
passes at Avignon, that he told me a long time 


Bremen is satisfied, will our governmént be less 
solicitous by what means to prevent the czar’s 
aggrandizing bimself ? Let me beg you (said he) 
to represent all this to baron Gortz; and I am 
sure he will change his opinion: and that he 
will not let slip, by chaffering, an opportunity 
so beneficial for the king of Sweden, and so 
glorious for himself. ‘Fell him likewise, if “bd 
please, that there is nothing more proper than 
what he demands as to a scheme; and the 
means of supporting the affair, But he must 


though I took no notice of it, while I saw no- 
thing particular about it, either in your excel- 
lency’s letters, or in those of Monsieur Sparre. 
He even told me, that a certain relation of my 
lord Mar’s was confident of doing us very good 
ofices with the czar; and that it had been in- 
timated to baron Sparre. But, being tender of 
intruding into the provinces of others, I reck- 
oned your excellency would be better informed 
of this the direct way.” | ; 


Tn answer to this Letter, baron Gortz wrote 


not labouring in vain, and running all hazards. 


of my party will take this affair in quite another — 


they believe their lawful sovereign, they will | 


ty’s resentments may go, and who will be © 


casions, solicitous for the welfare of the Pro-. 


ago what was negotiated there on our part, 


an, 
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the following Letter, dated at the Hague, De- 
cember 11, 1716, to count Gyllenburg: “I 
have received your.agreeable letter of the 4th 
instant. I shall have the honour to answer the 
contents of it; that the strenger the reasons 
are, which arealledged to make. us enter into 
the affair you know of, the mote should people 
be persuaded of the true desire, that we have 
to undertake the thing. It is superfluous to 
suggest motives to us, and we have no need of a” 
spur. As I run no risque with you, Sir, I will 
freely tell you, that, even before my departure 
from Sweden, we were already, on our side, 
disposed to this expedition, It is easy to be- 
lieve, that those dispositions are since increas- 
ed in proportion as the animosity of the court, 
where you are, hath continued inereasing. 
There is therefore now no other question, but 
of the means to satisfy our just desire of 
revenge. We have in Sweden troops more 
than enough for that purpose ; but what sus- 
pends our entering upon action is; that, First, 
» we lrave not the ships necessary as well for 
~ transporting the troops, as for the convoy itself. 
‘Secondly, we do not know how it is, proposed 
to maintain the troops when they shall be ar- 
rived at the place intended. Thirdly, horses 
must forthwith be found to mount the cavalry. 
It is well known, that when one enters into an 
open country, the first impression must be made 
by the cavalry. Fourthly, we must know the 
number of troops, that is thought requisite for 
this expedition, in order to regulate thereby 
the armament of the ships.—It is true, Sir, 
-that, for several months last past, we have had 
some preliminary negotiation upon these mat- 
ters with the court of Avignon. They have 
declared themselves very well satisfied with the 
manner, in which we have spoken to them, and 
have promised not only to give the necessary 
explanations upon the advances of money pro- 
posed, but also to furnish instantly where- 
withal to prepare on our side, during this winter, 
every thing, that concerns the first step; being 
themselves of opinion, that, if any thing be 
intended to be done, it must be entered upon 
immediately after the obstacles, which a hard 
winter might bring to navigation, ‘are removed ; 
but hitherto all this has ended only in vain 
hopes. However, I have nut, on my part, lost 
any time for this enterprize. ,I have bestirred 


> myself to find out men of war: I have ac- 


tually found out some, and have even made 
bargains for purchasing six of between sixty 
and seventy guns, all armed and rigged; and 
they are to be delivered at Gottenburg in’ the 
beginning of the month of March. ‘The ad- 
vance of money, which I asked from the court 
of Avignon, was only designed for the purchase 
of those ships; and the sum did not exceed 
60,0001. -If I have proposed the. expedient 
of furnishing us with this money upon the foot 
of a common loan, it was only done, Sir, with a 
view, the better to secure those, that were con- 
cerned on both sides, from the danger of a dis- 
covery, and those, that should give the money, 
agalost the accidents, in case any such should 
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be, that might renderthe design impracticable, 
It is also the feareither of some treachery or 
si arma whith cannot be foreseen, that | 
will hinder us from declaring before we come 

to the place, where we are to shew ourselves. 

Our friends will-have nothing to object against 
this precaution, if they will’but consider, that, 
if we throw off the mask too soen, and should 
afterwards miss our blow, we should give the 
English ministers 4 very good argument to 
carry the nation into a war against us, into 

which they. would not have a great deal of 
trouble to draw Holland also. This is a risque 

of the last consequence ; and would they have us 

run into it, Sir, for a trifle? I do not know how 
else to stilethe money-business in question.— 
Fhe naval armament at Gottenburgh cannot be 


-useful to us, unless for the design, which they — 


‘propose to us; and the money we ask will not 
be sufficient even for that armament.—As to _ 
the rest, however just and solid I allow your. 
friend’s reasoning iu other matters, yet Icannot | 
reconcile the opinion, which your friend seeins 
to have of the good faith of the king, and his 
interest, with the fear, which is nevertheless . 
shewn, that we haveno other end than to pro- 
cure for ourselves the restitution of the duchy — 
of Bremen.—Pray, Sir, which way can the king’ 
of Swedew better secure himself the recovery 
and possession of his said duchy, than by re- 
ducing king George to be nothing more than an 
elector of the empire? By which means the 
king of Sweden will make’ himself be courted 
by the house of Lunenburg, as in former times. 
Can good faith and a man’s word be put in the 
scale against so solid and so evident a reason, 


“after we have experienced haw little account 


oughtto be made of a security founded in words 
or in treatics?: Fo be short, Sir, the .ques- 
tion is with usan affair already decided; no- 
thing remains but to consider the means.—As 
I understand the matter, those that shall 
furnish the’ money, will be inno danger ; they 
may give it under the name of Dutch mer- 
chants, and under pretext of the great gain 
that isto be madein dealing with me. The 
better to colour the thing, they may even give 
commission to some English: merchants, to 
make an agreement with:me upon the foot of 
the contract, which I have had the honour to 
communicate to you. After this there would re- 
main no other risque than ‘that of losing the 
mouey, In case the design should not be execur- 
ed: but, if they had the least confidence in the 
word of the king, this scruple would vanish im- — 
mediately. His majesty piques himself too 
much. upon performing his engagements, to 
leave any room to mistrust him. We'have fresh 
proofs of this, notwithstanding the vast. ex- 
pence that we are obliged to bear; his majesty 
would have the pretensions of Mr. Cook, and 
the other merchants in France, touching the 
money advanced to him in Turkey, sea he 
and I have actually paid those creditors.—To 
conclude, I must tell you again, Sir, that they 


inust come to aresolution speedily, or think no 


more of the affair for all the next yeay.—It 


\ 
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would aleo be necessary, that those, who mean 
us well, should labour to get half’ the troops: 
that are now on fgot in England, broken, and 
’ to binder any naval armament till the month of 
May.—It concerps us also to know, for our di- 
rection, what number of regular troups will re- 
main, after they shall have gat one half of them 
dishanded. 1 reckon, that we might employ 
from ten to twelve thousand Swedes in this ex- 
' pedition; amongst whom there should be 
4,000/, harse.—When things stall be put upon 
the foot abovementioned, I intend to go into 
Sweden myself, to push on the execution; for 
I-do not like to rely on the care of others in 
such a particular. I had also rather concert 
this affair directly, and with you, than by the 
other way, which I think too long. My lord’s 
- selgtion hath indeed sent word, that tbe czar 
has some dispositions to peace, which we will 
not fail to make advantage of, that we may be 
jn a condition the betterto push on the affair 
An question. The czar is to be here very speedily. 
If it cuuld be ordered, that the said relation of 
my lord Mar should) speak to me, I should 
quickly perceive what might be done there. 
You will easily judge, Sir, that gn agreement 
with the czar would give great weight to the 
other affair.” 


In answer to this Letter, count Gyllenburg, 
’ onthe 18th of December, N. S. 1716, wrote 
the following to baron Gortz: “ [ had received, 
two days ago, the letter your excellency did 
me the favour to write me of the 11th, and I 
have not deferred the execution of your orders 
one moment. I hope to be able to yive you 
- an account of them bythe next mai]. In the 
mean tine, I shall have the honour to answer 
to your excellency’s postscript, that I shal) not 
fail to govern myself as you there direct. If I 
haye hitherto done otherwise, it bas been, that 
I might not be accused of not representing 
matters as they were on one side and the 
other, leaviug it: afterwards to our ministers to 
make choice of that, which they thought most 
proper. Your excellency, according to your 
wonted goodness, will forgive me, however, for 
_ saying, that in my opming, whatever reso- 
lution we take, it would, notwithstanding, be 
well to keep the people here in good humour ; 
that is, that we should seem not intirely to re- 
ject their proposals, or otherwise they will be 
prying into the motives, which render us so in- 
tractable, and will perhaps discover the true 
' ene, ia which case they will cause it to mis- 
carry. Besides, a jittle hopes would make 
them put off longer. the pushing the affair in 
parliament ; and [think that is what your ex- 
cellency seems to desire. Methinks, to this 
end, it wonld be necessary that yopr excel- 
lency should write Petkum an answer, who com- 
plains of having received none to his letters, 
to shew your acknowledgment of the pains he 
has taken, and to desire him to go on, in order to 
keep the ministers in the same good way, till 
-your excellency bas received an answer to the 
Aaccopnt, which xoy baye given his majesty of 
¢ 


' Muscovite, by birth, and having been a long 


the wholeaffair; abd than we may act with 
more vigour. As Petkum generally shews al) 
his letters to Townshend and Bothmar, J fancy 
they will thereby be easily persuaded to believe 
what they wish. If this letter comes befare 
the arrival of king George, it will perhaps pre- 
vent the impression, which the Germans and 
Sunderland will be apt to make with their ysual 
violence at their first coming over.” 


The two next Letters relate principally tp 
bills of exchange, shipping, corn, salt, s&c.: for 
Sweden; but in one fruin count Gylleabyrg te 
baron Gortz, dated at London, December 39, 
1716, he writes as follows: ‘I am once more 
obliged to defer the departure of my express 
till Friday, one of the principal of our friends 
being wot yet returned to London; but he will 
be here to-morrow. [ have the letters ready 
for the physician, but dare not venture them by 
the post. While I am waiting for the principal 
of my friends, I shall dispatch to-morrow a gen- 
tleman to the czar, to endcavoyr to Roapess Tia 
with pacific thoughts. J have given him letters 
for my brother, that he may jntroduce him to 
your excellency, who will give bim such instruc- 
tions, as you shall judge necessary. He is a 


time known to my friend, and perhaps even 
employed on the like messages, he assures me, 
that we may put intire confidence in him. I 
have intimated to him, that he may alledge, for 
the pretext of his voyage, his natural jnclina- 
tion to serve the czar, by which he sas indaged 
to discover to him, that king George is making 
all the offers imaginable to acquire Bremen of 
the king of Sweden, at the expence of the czar, 
who is to be the sacrifice i that acquisition. 
Your excellency will add what other hints you. 
judge convement, [ should think, however, it 
might be proper, that this man shatid be kept 
ignorant of the canal of the physician, I have 
another letter for him, which may introduce my 
brother to his acquajntance; and then he may 
cpnvey messages between your excellency and 
the physician, till your excellency shall think ft 
to have an interview with hig. We are as- 
sured here, that king Gearge will have none 
with the czar; and they seem to be very little 
satisfied with that prince.—Your excellency 
will have the gaodness to remember what I had 
the honour to write to you in my last, abayt my 
lord Sunderland. { have learnt since, that thet 
lord does all he can to make those of his party 
fond of king George’s project, to open a 
Harbourg; asserting, that England will gain 
more by it, than even by its West-India trade. 
One sees very well whither all this tends. Iam 
working a ei it. A member of parliament 
has desired. 

and nature of that part.” 


On the ist of January, count Gyllenburg 
writes thus to baron Gortz, after a long account 
of private business, hiring of ships, 6c, ‘¢ Since 
writing what goes before, my tread has been 
with me, and has told me, that she-money, as 

, 4 | 


me to inform him of the sitpatiqn 


a 


| 


rt ac 


j 


. 
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fat as twenty thousand pounds, was ready, if I 
would but give my acquittance, that I had re- 
ceived it for the use of the king my master; and 
this only, that he might have something to shew 
to those, who made this collettion, supposing, 
that hereafter they should ask for it. I an- 
swered him, That [ could not give any such 
hicduittancé, without your excellency’s order, 
which £ would write for this post. He totd the 
likewise, That they had already, by order of 
the coutt Of Avignon, remitted 8,000/. to baron 
Sparre.—Since writing these lines, the Dutch 
mail of the 25tb is just come in, by which my 
Drothet advises me, that your excellency was 
setting out upon your journey. It will there- 
Fore be unnécessary to send ‘the express, espe- 
Cially since the two letters intended are now be- 
come useless. I will, however, send 4 dupli- 
cate of this next Monday, by the French post, 
together with the pieces abovementioned.— 
Your excellency will reveive, this day, the copy 
of a letter, which M. Petkum writ yesterday to 
baron Sparre, the contents of which confirm 


thé ill intentions of those warm men, into whose | 


hands the management of affaits is going to be 

ut; particularly if it be true, as M. Petkum 

as assured me, that my lord Townshend, to 
whom he read the said letter, owned, that what 
he had writ, in relation to our affairs, was true. 
All that we have to flatter ourselves with is, 
that the misunderstanding, which there is among 
thése gentlemen, may perhaps be of service to 
us. Thus much, at least, 1s certain, that, if 
we Set ourselves in earnest about the great 
work, the success cannot possibly fail.” 


The next is a Letter from count Gyllenburg, 
to baron Gortz, then at Paris, dated at London, 
January 7, 1716-17, as follows: ‘ Yesterday I 
received the 
favour to write me of the 29th past. Thatcon- 
cerning the conduct of this court came very 
seasonably. I gave it to read to one of the 
principal Whigs, with whom I have found 
Aineans of contracting a friership. AsI am to 
dine with him to-morrow, I shall know what ef- 
fect it has had. He is already in a good way, 


and I question not but may be carried yet fur-- 
Petkum is | 
charmed with your excellency’s Letter to him. 


ther by such just reasoning.—M. 


He exclaims publicly against the Hanoveriqns 


forthe gross falsehood they have told of him. . 
He has. 
told me, he will write himself to your extellency 
by this post. Mr. Walpole’s reply is remarkae | 
ble ions 


I believe him innocent.as to this fact. 


. My friend, who is one of the com 
of the Whigs, has told me the same thing. If 


at be not the effect of the present discontent, 
and the court does not find expedients to re-, 
Gain those people, I do not know whether the , 


court will ever venture to bring that matter 
upon the stage; but I shall not be satisfied 
wih that.—I am trying to get it brought inte. 
dealer aaa my own way. My friend is labour- 
ng that point with me, and, to that end, is en- 


deavouring to ihforth himself thoroughly of the, 


Whole. 1pWas for him, that I démanded ‘fe’ 


tters your excellency did me the. 


othet day of your excelleticy the patticulars of 
Harbourg 5 and it is likewise upon his request, 
that I beg your excellenicy. will send me, as soot 
as may be, all that you shall be able to pick 
1 ae relation to the treaty concluded between 

over and our enemies; particularly if you 
can procure the agreement, by which the 4s- 
sistance of an English force 1s stipulated to 
them. Your excellency sees hereby what I ath 
now doing on oné side and the other ; that is to 
Say, with regard to our friends. I can do no- 
thing before I have received your excellency’s 
orders upon my last.” 


The following Letter from baron Gortz, to 
count Gyllenburg, is dated from Paris, Ja- 
nuary 8, 1717: “ I could not acquaint you be- 
fore this day, that I am now authorized to 
enter into the affait, which you know of; and! 
that I am allowed the liberty to do in it what- 
aver I shall think convenient. You'will be able 
to judge of this yourself by the intlosed copy of 
the full power, that has been sent to me, 
Which way soever I turn this affair, I do not 
see, that we can engage in it upon any other 
foot, than that, which [ proposed to you at 
first. As interest is the most certain security 
of treaties, and what we are solicited to ander- 
take, is.of so gréat impprtance to us, and the 
most expeditious means to re-establish our af- 
fairs, that can be devised; no man can doubt 
that we shall apply ourselves to it heartily and 
earnestly; and that we could wish for nothing 
better, than to do it without the concurrent as- 


| sistance of others, if the juncture of time would 


suffer us to dispense. with that assistance.—The 
only thing I see wanting fot out per ose, are 
men of war and transports. Of the first I can 
have two in Holland, and six in France, all rig- 
ged and armed ; and those, who have the dis~. 
posal of them, oblige thetnselves to deliver them 
in that condition at Gottenburg in the morth 
of March. The last we shail not want, tut we 
must immediately put our bands to the werk, 
which requires money. M. Sparre has asgured 
me, that I should find aa hundred thousand 


crowns ready here ; but I learnt at my atrivad, _ 


that our friends, far from domg what they had 
‘promised, are now grown coe]; so that I thought 
best, Sir, to desire you to press your sriends td. 


a epeedy resolution, whether on the foot pre 


posed they will forthwith supply us with thoney, 
which we must have to purchase those men of 
war, of net. In case they wall, i is necessary 
they should order it to be paid te me here w 
soon as possible, that I may put those, who ate 
to furnish me with the shijfis, upon getting them 
ready. If they will not, tits business ought to 
be broken off intirely, without thinking any far- 
ther of it. ‘Todose four weeks more would be 


Josing all, for this year et-least ; and afterwards 


the circumstances of affairs will so changa, 
that there can be no thinking of & any longer. 


.—-For the rest, oor intention was to traasport 


12 thousand men; eight thousand of them in- 
fantry, ‘and four thousand cavalry, of which 


‘five hundred mounted. We Were to tarry with 


ae? 


more sure. 


1415) PARL. HISTORY, 2 Georos L. 1717.—Papers rela 


us a sufficient train of artillery, arms for ten or 
twelve thousand men more, with requisite stores 
ofammunition. We were to land at the places, 


‘whether we should be directed ; so that we 


should have carried with us all that is neces- 
sary, excepting horses, which we expected to 
find in the country; and all might have been 
executed without the least umbrage being 
taken ; provided, that on the other side the se- 
cret was kept. M. Sparre tells me, that the 
reason of the coolness of these gentlemen in 
this country, is the treaty between this court 
and England, and the ensuing ae hank of the 
Pretender out of this country. For my part, I 
take this reason to be a very weak one ; for as 


. this treaty, and the departure of the Pretender 


out of this country, must make the court of 
England think themselves in perfect safety, and 
deprive them of the pretext of keeping up their 
troops, our enterprize is become more easy, and 
And to imagine, that this court, 
at the bottom of their heart, would not be bet- 
ter pleased to have the Pretender on the throne 
of England, than the elector of Hanover ; espe- 
cially if the first continued to carry himself 
well towards this court, is to have a wrong no- 
tion of its interest, and of the private senti- 
ments of the duke regent.—M. Sparre tells me 
further, that our friends here think we shall not 
have occasion for any more men of war than 
those eight, which we have at Gottenburg; but 
they are to know, that those ships are but of 
forty guns each; so that it would be hazarding 
too much, and exposing a body of chosen 
troops (for such we should take on thus expe- 
dition) for three or four large ships would be 


. sufficient to give them chace, and to take them 


all. But, when we shall have the eight ships, 
which carry from sixty to seventy guns, nothing’ 
less than a squadron could oppose them, and, 
before they could be fitted out, the blow would 
be strack. 


“¢ To conclude, Sir, I wait here for a speedy 
yea or no; and I continue to advise you not to 
send any account of this matter to the court ; 
for our ministers themselves are ignorant of it, 


and. know not for what intent they have been 


obliged to give the turn they have to the full 
power which they dispatched. ‘ Aut nunc aut 
*‘nunquam: Now or never;’ as well for our 
friends as our enemies.—When you have fixed 
this affair, at least for what relates to the men 
of war here, I am very desirous you should 
come over tu meet me in Holland, ander pre- 
text of being ordered thither; and that you 
should put the court in hopes of returning with 
some acceptable offer, to the end we might 
concert together all that remains for our enter- 


prize; after which I would set out myself for 


Sweden, to order every thing for making sure of 


- the execution. I communicate to you the sub- 
joined copy of the Full Power, which bis majes- 


ty has been graciously pleased to give me : : 


_ € We Charles, by the grace of God, king of 
‘ Sweden, Goths aud Vandals, great prince of 


_ © Finland, duke of Schonen, Estonia, Livonia, 


ad 


‘ Carelia, Bremen, Verden, Stetin, Pomerania, 
‘ Cassubia, and Vandalia, prince of Rugen, lord 
‘ of Ingria and Wismar, pulatme of the Rhine, 
* duke of Bavaria, Juliers, Cleves, and Bergues, 
‘&c. do hereby make known, and attest, that 
‘whereas we have committed to the fidelity 
“and dexterity of the most iliustrious and 
‘ noble, our intirely- beloved barun Gortz, privy- 
‘ counsellor of the inost serene duke of Holstein, 
‘ and chief marshal of bis court, various affairs 
‘for our service, to he transacted in those 
‘ places, where he shall reside: And whereas 


‘ the. present circumstances of the times and af- 


‘ fairs do not easily permit, that we should be 
‘able to furnish him with particular credential 
‘letters (commenly called a Full Power) for 


‘ every several transaction: To prevent there- 


‘fore all delay, which might thence arise, we 
‘ have judged it necessary to constitute by these 
‘ presents, him, the said baron Gortz, our mi- 
‘ nister plenipotentiary, and to grant. him full 
‘ power, as by virtue of these presents, we do 
‘ grant him full power, to treat and conclude, 


‘in our name, with all and singular persons of | 


‘ what condition soever, all matters which may 
‘ relate to our service, and be for our interest; 
‘ promising on our royal word, that we will ap- 
¢ prove and ratify, and put intirely in execution, 
¢ whatever the said baron Gortz shall so trans- 
« act and conclude. In sure testimony where- 
« of, we have caused our seal to be affixed to 
« these presents, and signed the same with our 
«own hand. Given at Lund, in Schonen, the 
« 23d day of October, 1716. Caroxus. (L.S.) 
« H. G. de Mullern.’ 


On the 13th of January, N.S. 1717, baron 
Gortz wrote from Paris the following letter 
to count Gyllenburg: ‘ I am to acquaint you, 
that our friends here are charmed with my 
scheme. They have caused one hundred thou- 
sand livres to be paid me down, and have pro- 
mised to get the rest paid to me in Holland, to 
the sum of ove million of guilders. I will go 
therefore, and give orders for working with all 


possible dispatch on the men of war, and for . 


providing and bringing together all necessaries. 
I shall also go back with all expedition to Hol- 
land: whence you will have further advice 
from me. I shall wait there with impatience 


the coming of your express, and of the person 


who is to speak to the physician.” 


At the.same time M. Gustavus Gyllenburg 


wrote the count his brother the following Note: | 


‘¢ After the baron had signed his letter to: you, 
he ordered me to tell you in his name, that it 
is absolutely necessary our fnends should de- 


‘termine speedily, and cause the money to be, 


remitted, and paid to us, without any delay ; 
for otherwise we cannot have the men of war 
‘from this country time enough.” 


. Upon the receipt of baron Gortz’s Letter of 
the 8th of January, with the king of Sweden’s 


full power, count Gyllenburg wrote an Answer | 


to the baron at Paris, dated at Lundon, Jan. 
18, 1717, wherein he begs leave ta know, 


tive to the intended [416 
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« Whether his exeellency would have him, for 
the future, add the title of plenipotentiary to 
the direction of his letters. As to our -affair 


(continues he) I went immediately to the house. 


of one of the principal of my friends, and with- 
out taking notice of any coldness of the gentle- 
men in France, I told him, in order to engage 
him to speak, that I had just received your ex- 
cellency’s orders‘to give such aa acquittance, 
as had been. demanded of me. He seemed 
very well pleased, and told me in answer that 
he, who had the direction of the whole affair, 
being gone again into the conntry, and being 
not to retarn before Saturday next, nothing 
could be done till Monday; but that then he 
‘questioned not but I should be satisfied, We 
shall see what that gentleman will say at his 
return ; and unless the gentlemen in Frauce 
have made my friends here alter their opinions, 
{which I do not yet find they have) I hope all 
will go as we would have it ; and in case that 
should not bappen so, I am very much of your 
excellency’s opinion, that we shall leave all 
those gentlemen to their ill destiny, and go 
another way to work.—My Whig friend was 
charmed with your excellency’s letter, which 
he read over and over. Many others of the 
same party begin to~ change their language in 
our favour.. I send my brother a little piece, 
which is just published at my charge, and writ 
in a pretty moderate stile. There is something 
in it of my.own. What is said in the post- 
ecript, in praise of the prince, is in order to gain 
the prince’s party, which’ is already well in- 
clined towards .us.—If your excellency thinks it. 
proper to order me to Holland, I should be of 
opinion, that you should send the like orders to 
monsieur Petkum, on pretence, that you would 
receive information from us both together, 
concerning the posture of affairs here with re- 
gard to our common interests. That would 
not give any umbrage, and one might easily 
Gnd out ways of amusing M. Petkum.” 


Before this letter reached ‘baron Gortz, he 
writ another to count Gyllenburg, dated at 
Paris, January 16, 1717, N.S. as follows: “I 
have just now received here, your letters of the 
Ast, 2d, 4th, and 7th. You may depend upon 
it, Sir, and assure your friends, that the expedi-. 
tion to England does at present take up all our 
thoughts and attention. It will depend but 


See two things; one is, the procuring four 


or five ships of war; and the other is money. 
I know where to get the former, but I can do 
nothing without the other. I cannot siyn the 
contracts that are offered me. Your friends 
most take care to remove that-obstacle, and to 
provide fur the other squadron. There is not 
-@ moment to: lose: The ‘time is very short: 
Our friends on this side have assured me, that 
the money should be ready forthwith. By 
your letters I am to believe, there are 20,000/. 
ready. I herewith send you the acquittance, 
which Ihave given here, that you may draw 
yours conformably to it, which you will ex- 
change hereafter for mine, which I will send 


Vou, VII. 


~ 
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you, after you-have let me know the names of 
the creditors, and that you have received the 
money. We are here agreed upon the plan of 
our enterprize ; and 1 am promised a man to 
be sent to Holland, who will bring me what 
farther informations may be wanting. You may 
likewise assure your friends, that our prince 
will certainly be of the party; but I conjure 
you to give nothing in writing about this nego- 
Clation, except what relates to the acquittances 
upon the foot abovementioned.—I do not ex- 
pectto hear from you any, more here, but in 
Holland ; and, if your man should have been 
t thither in my absence, he would have found 
tambke fully instructed.—I herewith send you ' 
back the contracts signed, according to your 
desire. The positive promise of letting them 
have iron, puts me. under some difficulty, be- 
cause I had rio thoughts of preparing for so 
great a quantity, As to your money, you may 
keep an account of what you shall receive, 
4,000 crowns. I have not yet proposed to the 
king that augmentation; but I am in hopes of 
obtaining. it for you.—In the-mean time, em- 
ploy all your skill, in order to give the court all 
the trouble that/is possible, in the next session, 
in relation to their conduct in the affairs of the 
North; and tell me from whence proceeds 
the ence disposition wherein Walpole seems 
to be.” Pre 


The form of the Acquittance mentioned and 
inclosed in this Letter of baron Gortz to count 
Gyllenburg, is as follows: ‘I, the underwritten _ 
‘ plenipotentiary of his majesty the king of 
‘Sweden, acknowledge to have received of - 
€ for the service of bis Swedish ma- 
‘ jesty, the sum of which the said 
‘has found means of lending to his said ma- 
‘ jesty; which sum of I promise, on the 
‘ part of his majesty, in virtue of the full power, 
‘ which I have from his said majesty, and which 
‘IT have produced in due form, to cause to be 
* repaid to the said or his order, in 
‘ the space of two years, to commence from 
“the date of this acquittance; so that every — 
‘four months there shall be paid a sixth part 
‘ of the principal, together with interest at the 
‘ rate of one half per cent. by the month, and 
‘so on, to the full payment of the total sum. 
‘In virtue and token whereof I have signed 
* these presents, the 11th of Jan. 1717. | 

‘ The baron de Gortz.” 


The next Letter is from caynt Gyllenburg to 
baron Gortz, dated at London, January 18, 
1717, N.S. as follows: 

“« My friend, that directs the whole affair, 
came back from the couatry last Saturday night, 
as I had the honour to acquaint your excellency 
that be would, in my last. He hath this day 
let me know, that upon a letter, which he ree 
ceived from my lord Mar, to remit forthwith 
20,0002, into France, to the queen dowager of 
England, who was to pay it to us, be had ac- 
tually remitted that money, which he hoped 
was already paid to your excelleacy, He 


asked my pardon for not having communicated 
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this to me sooner, having been obliged to go 
into the country the moment the affairs was 
dispatched. He added, that he had desired 
farther orders from my lord Mar, with respect 
to the place, where the rest of the money should 
be paid. I doubt nut but that baron Sparre has 
already had advice of all this, and that he has 
acquainted your excellency with it; which, 
however, I beg you sould. forthwith let me 
know, that I may quiet the minds of my friends 
here, who imagine, that the said baron doth mot 
act in concert with.your excellency in ao affair, 
wherein the least misunderstanding might do 
@ great deal of mischief. I have told them, 
that your excellency designed, that I should 
come tu you io Holland, to concert every thing 
with you; with which they were very well 
satisfied. But I -have.told them, that I will 
not go thither with empty hands, and that they 
ought at least to get 10,000/. ready for me to 
carry with me, I have also desired them to 
get me a letter from the brother of the czar’s 
physician, which might serve to introduce me 
to him, if your excellency thinks fit to employ 
-™me.to speak to him. Icannot express to your 
excellency my concern, that the affair above- 
mentioned shculd have taken a turn, which I 
did not expect; and which, for ought I know, 
may not be pleasing to yonr excellency. Even 
my friends are dissatisfied at it, every thing 
being done unknown to them. But, as they 
are obliged to bave great regard for the di- 
rector off the affair, who is a person of very great 
consequence, they must seem to be satisfied. 
If your excellency, after this, thinks it neces- 
sary for me to come to Holland, I your 
orders therein as soon as possible, that I may 
take my measure..—After I had written these 
lines, I received the favour of your excellency’s 
of the 13th, from whence I perceive, with a 
at deal of pleasure, that our affair is begun. 
read it to one of my friends, who told me, 
that that was the sum, of which he bad spoken 
to me some days ago, and which I mentioned 
in one of my former: that he then believed it 
tu be 8,000/. but that it was but 6,500/. which 
exacily answers that which bas been paid to 
your excellency, and which makes part of the 
20,000/. that has been remitted. He has pro- 
maised me to hasten the rest, but I should think, 
that it would be necessary that our friends in 
France, from whom they expect the orders, 
should pray them to dispatch it with all haste. 
He has given me hopes, that I shall have a 
good sun with me, when 1 go to Holland.” 


The next Letter is of count Gyllenburg, to 
baron Gortz, dated at London, January 23, 
1717, in which he writes thus :—“ The day 
before yesterday, I received the favour of your 
excellency’s of the 16th. The inelosed tripli- 
cate of that which I had the honour tv write 
your excellency by the last post, will shew you 

, the train, that our affairs are m. In the 
mean time I have told our friends, that your 
excellency thought my voyage to Holland abso- 
lutely necessary, in ae to concert with me 
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the necessary measures for the enterprize ; buf, 
that your excellency would by no means have 


‘me stir from thence, without carrying with me 


what money should be necessary. That it there- 
fore lay upon them now to make the best usé 
of the time, which was so precious to us, and 
to put me in a condition of going with the frst 
opportunity.—They promised me to do their 
best, that my voyage might not be deferred longer 
than the end of the next week. In case F can 
by that means bring them to hasten their dis- 
bursement, it will afterwards depend upon your 
excellency’s pleasure, whether I shall go to pay 
my respects to you or not.—Your excellency 
may be assured, that I do all in my power to 
traverse the il designs of our enemies. The 
printed piece inelosed, wherein I have spoken 
entirely as an Englishman, is a small specimen 
of what is to follow. I do not kaow whether 
Mr. Walpole’s expressions were the effect of 
his first rage, on account of his brother-in-law, 
my lord Townshend’s being removed, or whether 
they came from his heart. We shall be better 
ting’ to judge tn those oe after the 
ing’s arrival, when it shall appear, if the 
have reason to be satisfied; for it is from 
thence, that they will form their scheme of 
politics.—It is strongly reported here, that 
your excellency has made a declaration, that 
the king, having waved all preliminary de- 
mands, has accepted the emperor’s mediation, 
and agreed to send his plenipetentiaries to 
Brunswick, I most humbly beg your excellency 
will let me know what truth thers is in it.” 


The next Letter is from baron Gortz te 
count de apo dated at Paris, January 27, 
1717, N.S. wherein he says: ‘“ Yours of the 
18th, with the duplicate, is come safe to my” 
hands. Your friends are in the wrong, te 
imagine, that M. Sparre and I do not act ia 
concert in this affair. He has commani- 
cated every thing to me with the greatest 
exactness, and not being authorized himself to 
enter npon this affair, nur to receive the 
money, he has left all to my disposal. [ 
have even put into his hands acquittances, 
where the sum is left in blanks, that he may 


make use of them in my absence, as soon as ~ 


the mouey is come, The friends, which are in 
France, shall be writ to, to press these in 
England, to furnish, as soon as possible, the 
million of Dutch guilders, which we have 
agreed on; and I must needs tell you, that I 
cannot take the least step in. relation to the 
ships, which are absolutely necessary to.us for 


carrying on this enterprise, before ‘I am in. 


possession of that whole sum ; for, if I should 
begin, and the meney afterwards net come. in 
the sum employed upon this occasion would be 


lost; not to speak of the disgrace it would be. 


for me, to have entered upon an affair without 
being able to go through with x.—As for youe 
voyage into Holland, that hkewise depends om 
the payment of this money. When you hare 
secured that point, you will do me a pleasure 
in coming over to me, furnished with all the 


/ 
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informations tending to the execution of our | the discoveries concerning the intended Inva- 


design, which may still be wanting. I will 


write next post to Petkum, to come along 
with you.” 7 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| After the 
King’s Speech had been read in the House of 
Lords, the duke of Newcastle moved for an 
Address of Thanks, which was agreed to xem. 
con. Next day, his grace reported the said 
Address, which occasioned a debate: lord 
Coningsby having enforced what was suggested 
therein, viz, That the late peace was treacher- 
ous and dishonourabie ; the bishop of London 
thought it incumbent upon him to defend it, 
and said, “ That he drew up himself the in- 
struments of that Treaty; and that, in his 
opinion, it was as good a peace as had been 
- concluded for these forty years past.” Here- 
upon lord Coningsby replied, “That. he did 
not intend any personal reflection, but that the 
venerable prelate who. spoke last, might re- 
member, that about two years ago, when the 
ministers, who made the Jate peace, were im- 
peached, his lordship declared, that he was 
kept in the dark, and scarce knew any thing 
of what was deing at Utrecht.” 


Feb. 22. The Lords waited upon the king 

with their Address; which was as follows : 
‘* Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“ We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return 
your majesty our most humble and heart 
thanks for your majesty’s most gracious Speec 
from the throne; and to congratulate your 
majesty on your safe and happy return to these 
your dominions; and on the prudent admi- 
nistration of his royal highness the prince of 
Wales, under your majesty, and the great care 
he took of the peace and security of the king- 
dom, during your majesty’s absence. | 

' & We are sensible that the gross defects and 
pernicious consequences of the late Treaty of 
Utrecht could not have been remedied but by 
your majesty’s dnwearied application for the 
good of your subjects; and by that just re- 
gard which is paid by foreign potentates to 
your known wisdom and integrity. It is with 
unspeakable satisfaction that we see - your 
majesty’s endeavours successful in such cun- 
ventions, as have already given new life to our 
trade aud credit; and particularly, in the 
treaty lately concluded with France and the 
States General. As your majesty has, by this 
Treaty, recovered to.us, in so great @ measure, 
those advantages which might have been ex- 
pected from a glorious and successful war, and 
were given up by a treacherous and dishonour- 
able peace; we heg leave to congratulate your 
majesty upon an alliance which opens to us sd 
" fair a prospect of an. undisturbed succession, an 

equal balance of power, and a flourishing 
commerce. . | : | 

‘‘ We return your majesty our most humble 
thanks, for. your majesty’s gracious condescen- 
sion, 1a having taid before your parliament 


sion; and cannot but regard with the utmost 
horror and indignation, the malice and in- 
gratitude of those who have encouraged such 
an attempt against their King and country. 
«We are sorry to find that your majesty’s 
lenity has been ineffectual towards the reclaim- . 
ing a faction, who have rendered themselves 
so obnoxious to your justice: and we do assure’ 
your majesty, that we will, to the utmost of our 
‘power, support your majesty against the de- 
signed Invasion, and all your enemies, both at 
home and abroad, in such a manner, that, by 
the blessing of Almighty God, neither the 
rashness of the one nor the wickedness of the 
other, shall be ever able to prevail.” . 


The King’s Answer.) The King’s Answer was 
as follows : Lo 
“ My Lords ; | 

“I thank you for this Address, which ‘is so 
full of expressions of duty to me, and zeal‘for 
your country ; and I make no doubt but that — 
with your support and assistance, under God, _. 
we shall get the better of all our enemies, both 
at home and abroad.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| After 
the Papers relating to an Invasion from Sweden 
was read: in the House of Commons, Mr. 
Thomas Onslow moved for an Address of 
Thanks to his majesty. He was seconded by 
sir John Brownlow, who said, That we had no 
need of the king of Sweden to maintain the 
English liberties and support the church of 
England. This, in count orlenbons and 
baron Gortz’'s letters, was hinted to be the 
pretence of the intended Invasion. Mr. Huns 
gerford took this occasion to say, That he was 
sorry to find that a member, he had in his eye, 
(meaning Mr. Robert Walpole), was mentioned 
in those letters; but that he had the honour te 
defend him formerly, and would be ready to do. 
the like for the future. | 


February 21. Mr. Thomas Onslow reported 
the Address to his majesty, which was read 
and agreed to by the House; after which, they 
ordered, nem. con. That a bill should be 
brought ia to authorize his majesty to prohibit 
commerce with Sweden, during such time as 
his majesty should think it necessary for the 
safety and peace of this kingdom. A member 
having ‘moved for declaring War agaiust Swe- 
den, general Stanhope said, That it was time 
enough to do that, if the king of Sweden re- 
fused to disown the practices of his ministers. 


February 22.. The House presented the fol- 
lowing Address to the king + " 
_ & Mast Gracious Sovereign ; 
“Your majesty’s.dotiful and Joyal subjects, 
the Coinmons of Great Britain in parliament 
assembled, return your majesty their humblest . 
thanks for your most gracious speech from the 
throne. | 
‘“‘ Your majesty’s safe and happy return into 
your kingdoms gave an universal joy to all 
your people; aad as the prudent admoistra- 
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tion of the government by bis royal highness 
the prince of Wales, under your majesty, did 
in some degree make tbe want of your rvyal 
presence more easy to us, we beg leave to 
congratulate your majesty upon the peace and 
' security that, during your majesty’s absence, 
was, by the great care of bis royal highness, 
preserved in the kingdom, to the general satis- 
faction of all your subjects. 

‘“< We can never sufficiently acknowledge 
the repeated instances of your majesty’s goou- 
ness, and unwearied concern for the welfare 
of your kingdom; we see with admiration 
many of the fatal defects of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and the great disadvantages that 
were imposed upon this nation, at the head 
of a victorious army and powerful confederacy, 
happily remedied by your-majesty, even in the 
midst of intestine dangers and _ troubles. 
Your consummate wisdom has renewed those 
alliances that were basely betrayed and dis- 
solved, and concluded such new treaties as 
may render the peace safe and lasting; and 
we are at a loss to determine, whether in 
future ages the suffering the demolitiun of the 
port of Dunkirk to be scandalously evaded, 
will be a greater reproach, or the procuring the 


destruction of the sluices of Mardyke a greater’ 


honour to the British nation. 

$$ We cannot at the same time, but with the 
highest resentment aad indignation, look upon 
the obstinate and inveterate rancour of those 
who are again endeavouring to embroil their 
native country in blood and confusion. Itis 
astonishing to find, that any, who call them- 

vives Protestants, can be so inflexible and 
restless in their endeavours, to impose upon us 
a Popish Pretender; and rather venture to 
subject the kingdom to a foreign yoke, than 
depart from their darling and avowed design of 
altering and subverting the present happy es- 
tablishment in the protestant succession. 

“‘ We adore the watchful eye of heaven, that 
has so wonderfully guarded and protected your 
sacred person, and cannot too much extol the 
wisdom and vigilance that have been used in so 
early and seasonably discovering this desper- 
ate attempt. And in order most effectually to 
defeat it, your faithful Commons, with hearts 
sincerely zealous in the cause of their king and 
country, assure your majesty, that they will to 
the utmost stand by and support your majesty 
against all your enemies at home and abrvad, 
that shall in any manner presume to aid or abet 
the Pretender to your crown, and will most 
cheerfully grant to your majesty such Supplies 
as shall be found necessary tur the safety of your 
royal person, and the defence of the kingdom. 

“ Weare all but too sensible of the unsup- 

ortable weight of the National Debts, and 
therefore will not neglect to apply ourselves 
with all possible diligence and atteation, to the 
great and necessary work of reducing aud les- 
sening, by degrees, this heavy buarthen, which 
may preve the most effectunl means of pre- 
serving to the public funds q real and certain 
security,’ fe aad 


‘The ‘King’s Answor.| To this Address ; 


his majesty gave the following Answer; _ . 
“* Gentiemen : 

‘© The duty and zeal which you express, in 
this loyal Address, to my person and govern~- 
ment, your affectionate concern for the wel- 
fare of your country, your promises of an elfec- 
tual support against all our euemies at home 
and abroad, and your resolution of applying 
yourselves to ease my people, by reducing 
gradually the heavy load of the public debts, 
deserve my hearty thanks. You shall never 
have cause to repent of the confidence you re- 
pose in me: the honour, welfare, and pros~ 
perity of the nation beihg what I have chiefly 
at heart.” ; 


Motion relating to the Land Forces.] March 
4. In a grand committee on the Supply, it was 
moved to take into consideration the estimates 
relating tothe land forces: upon which,sir Rob. 
Davers, Mr Freeman, and Mr. Huagerford en- 
deavoured to get that affair put off to another 
day, by moving that Mr. Farrer, the chairman, 
should leave the chair, They alledged, * That 
the late Rebellion being happily suppressed,ang 
the Swedish Conspiracy seasonably discovered, 


there was reason to hope, that the counties of. 
England would soon be eased of the grievous. 


burthen of quartering soldiers; but if it ap~ 
peared, that the king of Sweden persisted in 
his desiga to invade Great Britain, they 
would all readily give their votes for keeping 
the present furces on foot. Mr. R. Walpole, 
general Stanhope, Mr. John Smith, Mr. W. 
Pulteney, general Lumley, and several other 
courtiers, on the contrary, urged (be necessity 
of taking speedy and vigorous resolutions in 
relation to the army ; and after a debate that 
lasted near two hours, the question being put, 
That the chairman leave the chair, it was 
carried ip the negative, by a majority of 229 
voices against 57. . 


Debate on Mr. R. Walpole’s Motion for bor 
rowing 600,000! fur the public Service at 4l. peg 
cent.] March5, Mr.Ferrer reported the Resolue 
tions taken the day betore, in the grand come 
mittee on the supply; which being agreed to, 

Mr, R. Walpole moved, and it was re~ 
solved, nem. con. ** That whosoever shall ad- 
vance or lend any sum, not exceeding 600,000¢, 
for the service of the public by seaor land, 
shall be repaid the same with interest, at 44, 
per cent. out of the first Aid to be granted this 


session of parliament. “ The putting the inter- 


est of this intended loan so tow as 4/ per cent 
gave reason to surmise, that those, who had the 
management of his majesty’s treasury, designed 
to put on the same foot the interests of all pubs 
hc Funds : Whereupon, oO 

Mr. Lechmere took natice, “ That several 
schemes and proposals for reducing the N atione 
al Debts bad been printed and dispersed, 
which gave the personsconcerned in the pub- 
lic securities the greater uneasiness, in that 
there was reason to apprehend, that those 


schemes came abroad with the privity and 


= 


a 
é 


comnténance of men in great places: Thutthe 
general alarm which this had occasioned among 


the monied men, might very sensibly affect 
wublic credit, and be, at this juncture, of very 


angerous consequence: Tu prevent which, : 


he thought it necessary, to move, That the 
’ House would come to a resolution, effectually, 
to make gond all parliamentary engegements. 
To this | | 

Mr. Robert Walpole immediately answered, 
That his majesty having, with great tenderness, 
recommended to them from the throne, the 


redacing, by degrees, the Debts of the Nation ; 


and the Commons having afterwards in their 
Address to his majesty, promised to apply 
themselves, with all possible diligence and at- 
tention, to that great and necessary work, they 
Ought to exert themselves,to make good that pro- 


Mise, and appoint a day totake that important : 


matter into consideration: And hedid not doubt 
but the Commons would then shew all possible re- 
gard to justice and public faith, He owned 
there had been, indeed, several Schemes pub- 
lished, relating to the Reduction of the National 
Debts, but that.they were made by private per- 
sons, and, he did assure the House, without the 
participation of any of his majesty’s ministers, 
and therefore they were not to be regarded ; 


but that in a Short time, such proposals would 


be laid before the House, as, he hoped, would 
‘give them satisfaction, and meet with their ap- 
robation;- therefure he moved, That Mr. 
echinere’s motion might be thus altered, viz. 
© That this House will effectually make good 
the deficiencies of all parliamentary engage- 
ments.” This, after a short debate, was carried 
in the affirmative, nem. con. But mention being 
made of the great services done by the Bank 
of England, and those, who by their money 
had supported the court interest and the pre- 
sent establishment. 

Mr, Aislabte took notice of the management 
of some Directors of the Bank, who, upon the 
alluring prospect of gain, were as ready to sup- 
port the late ministry. On the other hand, a 
courtier having defied any body to charge any 
breach of public faith, or of the laws, on the 
administration, since his majesty’s happy ac- 
cession to the throne, . 

Mr. Hungerford said, That this put him in 
mind of a Coronation, when the king's cham- 
pion coming into Westminster Hall, throws 
down one of his gloves to make the Challenge, 
but that he never saw any body so bold as to 
take it up. ok 

March 8, While the House was ina Com- 

mittee on the Supply, | 
- Mr. Lechmere told them, That he was 
sorry he found himself obliged to take notice, 
that their late vote fora loan, at 4/. per cent 
Interest, was like to prove ineffectual, there not 
being in three days time above 45,000/. sub- 
scribed tothe loan of 600,000/. on the Land- 
tax. And therefore since the present exigency 
required a speedy Supply, he thought it ne- 
cessary, and therefore moved, That a day be 
Fppointed to consider farther af that matter. 


: 
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Mr. Robert Walpole seconded this motion, 


and said, That there was the greater necessity. 
for it, because he was informed, that some 


Stock Jubbers, in order to deter the parliament 
from pursuing the design of reducing the public 
Dehts, had formed a combination to distress 
the government, and ruin public credit, which 
was the occasion thatthe late Vote for borrow- 
ing 600,000/. at 4/. per cent. had not had the 
desired effect. To this 

Mr. Lechmere answered, That as none but: 
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the most wicked of men could enter into sucha | 


combination against the good of their country, 
so the honourable member that spoke last, 
would do well to name them, that the House 
might shew the utmost resentment and indig- 
tion against them.. But that in his opinion, 


the ill success of the loan was rather mainly oc-: 


casioned by some reflections on the monied 


men and Stock Jobbers, and by certain maxims | 
lately advanced, viz. That the parliament may 


exert their authority to extricate themselves, 
by reducing the National Debts; that such max- 
ims could not but alarm the persons concerned 


in the public securities; and the more,when they 


saw that a slurhad been put upon the motion 
made three days before, “ That all parlia- 
mentary engagements should effectually be 
made good.” 
Vote absolutely necessary both to remove peo- 
ple’s fears and jealousies, and to vindicate the 
honour and justice of the nation ; and that the 
same was entirely agreeable to’ his majesty’s 
sentiments, who in his first Speech to this 
parliament, had been pleased to recommend 
to the Commons, in a particular manner, 
the strict observance of all parliamentary 
engagements, than which nothing could more 
contribute to the support of the credit of the na- 
tion; with which opinion of his. majesty the 
Commons did entirely concur; and that he 
could not believe, that any of his majesty’s mi- 
nisters could be so regardless of his honour and 
khown equity, or put so hard a thing upon him 
as to make him in the least contradict what 
he had in so solemn a manner declared 
from the throne. He added, That the Corn- 


That ‘he still thought such a - 


mons having already appointed a day to con- - 


sider of the State of the Nation, with rela- 
tion to the Public Debts, he would not anticipate 
that important affair: but he could not for- 
bear declaring on this occasion bis private opi- 
nion, that it would be the greatest ingratitude, 
as well as mjustice, in the least to wrong those 
who had supported the government in the most 
pressing exigencies and perilous junctures, and, 
on all occasions, shewn their zeal and affection 
for the Protestant succession. That he had 
nothing to say, as to such public securities as 
were redeemable by parliament; but as to An- 
nuities granted for terins of years, he would be 
positive, that they could not be meddled with, 
without breaking in upon parliamentary en- 
gagements, and vivlating the public faith ; 


since those annuities were not to be looked 


upon as debts, but as a sale of anneal rents for 


| avaluable considesanon, of which contract the 


- 


e 
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parliament had proposed and made the terms 
and conditions, and the rentees became pur- 
chasers upon the parliamentary faith and secu- 
rity. And that, besides the injustice of break- 
ing through a national contract, these annuities 
could not be touched, without occasioning great 
confusion and disputes in private families, by 
reason that most of the said annuities had been 
settled for portions, jointures and the like.’ 

Mr. Walpole in answer to this, declared, 
That there never had been a design to use any 
compulsion with relation to Annuities ; that, in- 
deed, an alternative might he offered to the pro- 
prietors of them, but that it should be in their 


_ choice either to accept or refuse it : and as for 


such funds-as were. redeemable, that nothing 
should be proposed that did not entirely con- 
sist with justice and public faith. . 

Mr. Aislabie took also that occasion to ex- 
plain some expressions he used, in the debate 
ofthe 5th instant, in relation to the Bank of 
England, which had been construed amiss ; 
owning, that they had supported the govern- 
ment in the most difficult exigencies: and 
that in his opinion, if any thing ought to. re- 
main untouched, it should be the Bank, 

After a debate of about two hours, it was 


resolved to consider farther of the Supply, ina 
grand committee, on the 13th of March. 


March 9. The House agreed to the resolu- 
tions of the committee on the Supply, so that 
the money already voted amounted to above 


‘two millions. 


Resolutions respecting the Public Debts.) 
March 23. Mr. Farrer reported, from the 
committee of the whole House, to whom it was 
referred to consider of the State of the Nation, 
in relation to the National Debt, the Resolu- 


tions which they had directed him to report to 


the House ; which were read, and agreed to as 


follow; 


1. “ Resolved, That all the public funds, re- 
deemable by law, that do not exceed five pounds 
percent. per annum, be redeemed according 
to, the respective provisoes, or clauses of re- 
demption, contained in the acts of parliament 
for that purpose; or with consent of the 
proprietors, be converted into. an interest 
or annuity not exceeding five pounds per cent. 
per annum, redeemable by parliament. 

2. That his majesty be enabled to borrow 
of any person or persons, bodies politic or 
corporate, such sum or soms of money as shall be 
requisite to redeem the said redeemable funds at 
any rate, not exceeding five pounds per cent. 
per annum ; and to secure the same upon the 
funds so to be redeemed. 

8. * That the annuity of 106,501/. 138. 5d. 
per annum, payable to the Governor and Com- 
pany ofthe Bank of England, out of House- 


oney, by virtue of several acts of parliament. 


in that behalf, for the principal sum of 
1,775,027/. 17s. 104d. by them advanced, be re- 
deemed ; or, by consent of the said governor and 
company converted into an interest or annuity, 
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not to exceed. 5/. per cent. per annum, re-. 


deemable by parliament. 


4. “ Thatso much of the fund, commonly 


called the aggregate fund, settled by an act of 


parliament in the first year of the reign of his | 


present majesty, as is applicable to the interest, 


circulation, exchanging, or cancelling, the pre- 


sent exchequer bills, be also redeemed. 
5. “ That his majesty be enabled to autho- 
rize the high treasurer, or the commissioners of 


the treasury, for the time being, to treat and: 


agree with any personor persons, bodies poli- 


tic or corporate, for circulating such a number. 


of exchequer-bills, at a rate not exceeding four 
pounds ten shillings per cent. per annum, for 
interest, exchanging, and circulation, as may be 
charged and secured upon that part of the said 
aggregate fund so to be redeemed. 


6. ‘ That the annuities of 600,000/. and: 


8,000/. per annum, payable to the Governor 
and Company of Merchants of Great Britain 
trading to.the South-Seas, be also redeemed. 

7. ‘That the annuities payable by an act of 
parliament, of the 12th year of the reign of king- 
William, to certain patentees therein named, 
their heirs and assigns, out of the weekly 
sum of S,700/. charged on the Excise, be also 
redeemed. 

8. “ That the several terms of years remain- 
ing in the duties appropriated by the two lot- 
tery acts, made and passed in the ninth year of 
the reign of her late majesty queen Anne, of 
blessed memory, and by two lottery acts made 
and passed in the tenth year of ber said late 
majesty’s reign, be made perpetual. 

9, ‘‘ That the said duties comprehended in. 
the said four lottery acts, be made one general, 
fuud for the future. 


10. ‘* That the proprietors of the orders, 


grounded on the said lottery acts, do, within a 
limited time, make their elections, either to ac- 
cept annuities after the rate ofsfive per cent. 
per ann. redeemable by parliament out of 
such general fund ; or be paid so much as re- 
mains due to them on their orders respec-. 
tively. . ae 5 

11. ‘* That, in all cases where. the proprie- 
tors shall choose to have their principal, the five. 


per cent. per annum, saved thereby, be made, . 
‘another fund, towards answering such sums of 


money as shall be advanced, towards discharging 


_ the said principal, by loans, or other securities, 


as shall be thought proper. 

12. * That his majesty be enabled to give 
power for receiving voluntary subscriptions from 
any person or persons, intitled to any of the an- 
Nuities issuing out of the public funds, for the 
residue of the respective terms of 99 years, 96 
years, 89 years, or 32 years, formerly purchased 
therein, not being subject to redemption, who 
shall be willing to accept, in lieu. thereof, per- 
petual annuities, redeemable by parliament ; 
and to allow, for the remaining terms in the 
said annuities, which were purchased for 99 
years, 96 years, or 89 years, at the election of 
the respective subscribers, either so much ag 
the same annuities shall amount ta at 19 years 
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purchase, te be made good by new annui- 
ties, of four pounds per cent. per annum, 
redeemable by parliament, or 17 years pur- 
chase and an half, to be made good by new 
anpuities of five pounds per cent. per annum, to 
be redeemable in like manner ; and to allow, 
for the remaining termsin the said annuities, 
which were purchased for 32 years, at the elec- 
tion of the respective subscribers, either so 
much as the same anauities shall amount to at 
14}, to be made good by new annuities of four 
pouads per cent. per annum, redeemable by 
parliament, or 13 years purchase and an haif 
to be made good by annuities of five pounds 
per cent. per annum, redeemable in like 
mpanner ; and that the said.new annuities shall 
be settled and secured accordingly. 

13. “ That all saviogs, that shall arise upon 
any ofthe present funds by the proposed re- 
demptions, or reductions, be reserved, and ap- 
plied, after all deficiencies, that may 8 
upon any of the said funds, are made good, to- 
wards discharging and reducing the national 

debt. 
_ 14, “ That all the said duties now in being, 
or to be continued, shall immediately cease and 
determine after the said National Debt, and 
all interest due thereupon, is discharged, and 
paid off.” - 


Debate on the Mutiny Bill.] March 93. 
Upon the motion for a second reading of a 
Bill sent up from the Commons, for punishing 
Mutiny and Desertion, the duke of Bucking- 
ham moved to put it off.till.the Thursday fol- 
lowing ; but some Lords having observed, that 
such a delay might be of very dangerous con- 
sequence to the government, because the last 
Act against Mutiny determining the next Mon- 
day, many soldiers might take that oi poreay 
to desert with impunity; the second reading 
was put off only till the next day —On the 25th 
the Lords read the said Bill a third time, when 
the lord North and Grey excepted against 
.& clause, whereby common soldiers are ex- 
einpted from arrests for debt, which his lordship 
urged, encourages idleness. and vice among 
tradesmen and artificers, and occasions fre- 

vent bankruptcies. Several other objec- 
tlons were raised against the bill by the duke 
of Buckingham, the earls of Abingdon and 
Anglesea, the lords Harcourt and Trevor, 
who were answered by the lord Cowper, the 
dukes of Devonshire and Newcastle, and the 
earl of Sunderland; and the question bein 

ut, That the bill do pass, thesame was'carrie 
in the affirmative by 38 voices against 9. 


Protest against passing the seid Bill.) But 
upon this occasion six losds entered their 
Protest: as follows: 

* Dissentient’; | 
, 1. “ Because.no particular reason or occa- 
sion 1s so much as suggested in this Bill, for 
keeping on foot a standing army, consisting of 
32,000 men, in this kingdom, in time of peace ; 
and therefore this Act. will be a precedent for 
Beeping the same army at all times, theugh 


this kingdom be in peace ; -which, we think, 
must inevitably subvert the ancient constitution 
, of this realm, ‘and subject the subjects to ar- 
bitrary power. , . 7 

2. “ Because, by this Bill, the soldiers are 

exempted from being arrested by process of law, 
at the suit of any persqn for recovering a just 
debt, or upon any action whatsoever ; which 
18 @ great injustice to the subjects, taking from 
them the benefit of the law for recovering their 
Just demands, and for obtaining satisfaction for. 
any injury dqne them by a soldier, either by 
wounding or ‘maiming, or wrongfully taking 
away his goods: and, we conceive, this will 
be so far from preserving good order and dis- 
cipline in the army, that, on the contrary, it 
will be a great encouragement to the soldiers, 
to live in their quarters in all manner of licen- 
tlousness; and to insult their fellow subjects, 
both in their persons and estates, when the 
know, that by this law they are disabled from 
obtaining any effectual satisfaction from them, 
by the course of justice, for any such violence 
Or injury ; and the only reason offered to justify 
this exemption froin arrests, being to prevent 
the taking soldiers out of his majesty’s service 
by collusive arrests, we think the preventing 
such an imaginary mischief can be no reason 
to discharge the persons of soldiers from being 
taken upon any civil process, where the cause 
of action is real, which is a privilege only be. 
longing to.a peer of the realm. 

3. “ Because this Bill doth establish martial 
law, extending to the life of the offenders, in 
time of peace, which, we conceive, is contrar 
to the ancient laws of this kingdom; and the. 
soldiers are obliged to obey the military orders _ 
of their superior officers, under the enalty of 
being sentenced by a court-martial to suffer 
death for their disobedience ; and that without 
any limitation or restriction, whether such 
orders are agreeable to the laws of the realm, 
or not; when, by the fundamental laws there. | 
of, the commands and orders of the crown (the 
Supreme authority) are bound and restrained © 
within the compass of the law, and no person 
is obliged to obey any such order or command 
if it be illegal ; and is punishable by law if he 
does, notwithstanding any such order or com- 
mand, though from the king. Sie ie last 
Berkeley of Stratton, Abingdon, thurst, 
Northampton, Dartmouth.” . | 


Address for Papers concerning the Riots at 
Osford.| During the above debate, a peer : 
complained of the disorders committed by the 
soldiery in sevéral places, particularly at Ox- 
ford, and moved, That before they- passed a 
Billin their favour, they should inquire into 
the Riot, that happened in that city on the 
prince of Wales’s birth-day, The courtiers 
insisted on the necessity of passing the Bill be- 
fore them without delay; but consented that 
the Oxford Riot should be enquired into; 
whereupon some lords of the other side endea. 
voured to wave it by proposing a general in. 
quiry into the conduct of thearmy. This wag 


\ 


iy 


of the regiment, 


{ \ 


opposed by the courtiers, who alledged, That 
they ought not to arraign a body of men, against 
whom there was no'legal complaint: and that 
such a proceeding could not but be disagree- 
able, and even injuriousto the king, who, by 
prerogative, has the command of the army; 
and if any disorders are committed by the sol- 
diers, the complaints ought first to be laid be- 
fore his majesty; but that since it had been 
moved to enquire into the Oxford Riots, which 
had made a great noise and had been examined 
in his majesty’s council, they ought to ad- 
dress the king, that he would be pleased to 
cause all the Papers relating to that affair to be 
laid before the House. 


This Address being resolved upon; pursu- 
ant thereto, on the 29th of March, several 
- Papers relating to the Riots at Oxfurd, on his 
oe highness’s birth day, were laid before the 
ouse. 


Debate thereon.} April S. The House being 
ina grand Committee, all the Papers relating 


- to the said Riot were read: after which there 


ensued a great debate; -the bishop of Bristol, 
the archbishop of York, the bishop of Rochester 
and the bishop of Chester, endeavoured to jus- 
tify the University, alledging, “ That for 40 
years past they had not paid any regard to 
the birth-day of any prince of Wales, or even 
of the prince sitting on the throne, by public 
joicings. That the University had a method 

of expressing their loyalty, more consistent 
with the dignity of their founders, and the cha- 
racter of their persons, than by illuminations 
and bonfires. That as for the mayor and ma- 
gistrates of the city of Oxford, they were igno- 
rant that it was the prince’s hirth-day. That 
the several Affidavits and Informations upon 
which the said mayor and magistrates grounded 
their complaints, having been sent up to court, 
copies of the same were returned to the officers 
quartered at Oxford, to give 
them an opportunity to justify their proceed- 

‘ings, which produced another set of affidavits 
and depositions in behalf of the said officers. 

That the magistrates hed no opportunity to 
make any replication m their own defence, and 


_ therefore it was moved, that the House would 


come to no Resolution upon the foot of the two 
sets of affidavits, but that they would adjourn 
the further proceedings, and appoint a day, 
when they would hear the persons concerned 
m those informations viva voce: they insist- 
ed upon this method, because nothing coald 
set this matter in a truer light than the cross-exa- 
mining and confronting the evidences on each 
side ; urging, That this method was the con- 
stant practice of the courts below, and even of 
all the hearings at the bar ot their lordships 
House, and that their lordships had never 
yet refused to admit ofa replication. That 
as to the disrespeet to the Prince Regent 
eharged upon the University, for their neglect 
of ringing the bells, on his royal highness’s birth- 


y three had any bellsto ring: and that it 


day, of the sixteen colleges in the University, 


\ 
? 
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appeared plainly by the Affidavits, taken before 
the mayor and magistrates, that the riotous 
proceedings on the coronation day, and the 
birth day of his royal highness, were occasioned 
by the insolence of the soldiers, escouraged by 
several members of the University, calling them- 
selves the Constitution-Club, and by the neg- 
lect of the commanding officers of the regiment, 
In not Msuivg proper orders to suppress the 
disturbance.” The duke of Buckingham, the 
earl of Abingdon, the lords Harcourt, Trevor, 
and North and Grey, spoke also in favour of 
the University and magistrates of Oxford. 

The Lord Coningsby hereupon said, That 
he knew the usage of the University to have 
been - otherways than had been represented, 
and gave ashort account of their behaviour in 
the reigns of king Charles 2, and James 2, and 
distinguished between their past and present 
loyalty. His lordship owned, That in these 
two reigns they had expressed their loyalty in a 
most extraordinary manner, and hed made such 
great advances to countenance an unlimited 
power in the prince, that if Providence had not 
miraculously interposed, they bad as far as in 
them lay, destroyed the liberties of their coun- 
try, which would have involved the University in 
certain ruin. 

The lord Cowper, the duke of Kingston, the 
earl of Sunderland, the lords Parker, Towns- 
hend, and Cadogan observed, “ That the dise 
respect to the prince regent, charged upon the 
Univerity and city of Oxford, was manifest, be- 
cause the major of the regiment did, about ten 
in the morning, go to the mayor, and complain-_ 
ed, That he had shewn no regard to his royal 
highness’s birth day, by ringing the bells ; to 
which the mayor returned a shuffling answer, 
pretending he did not know it to be the prince 
regeut’s birth-day. Upon this the major told 
him, he woald draw out his regiment to cele brate 
the said day with proper. rejoicings, which he 
did accordingly; but that the mayor, instead of 
Joining the said rejoicings, filled upthe public 
street with a vast mob after bim, and some of 


his attendants insulted the sqldiers on their - 


march, and gave them opprobrious language, 
crying out, * Down with the Roundheads.’ That 
they proceeded so far in their insults, as ta 
throw dirt and stones at the soldiers, and even 
attempted to disarm some of them. That the 
house wherein the officers of the regimentand 
some of the colleyians met, to celebrate the fes- 
tival, was, in an insolent manner, assaulted, 
and the windows broke by stones thrown from . 
the opposite house of one Hurst, an ironmonger, 
upon which the soldiers, to revenge the affront, 
began likewise to break windows, of which the 
major was no sooner informed, but he immediate+ 
ly went out and bid them desist. That it was ine 
deed affirmed in some of the affidavits produced 
in behalf of the University and magistrates, 
That a certain colleginu went round the bonfire, 
and encouraged the soldiers to break the win- 
dows of the said Horst, and all that were not 
illuminated : but that the same was contradict- 


ed by no less chan five or six persons, who, upom 
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oath, declared, That the said collegian was 
from seven till ten that evening in their com- 
pany, and had not stirred from the house all 
that time. That upon the mayor’s applying to 

_ the major of the regiment, the latter gave im- 
mediate orders for patroles to go through the 
city and send home to their quarters all the sol- 
diers they should find in the streets; and that 
the patroles being insulted by some of the 
mayor's attendants, two or three soldiers fired, 
but with powder only, pursuant to the orders 
given them.” 


Resolutions reluting to the Oxford Riots.] In 
the middle of this debate, the earl of Abingdon 
offered a Petition from the vice-chancellor and 
the mayor and magistrates of the city of Ox- 
ford, and insisted, that it should be read; but 
it was urged on the other side, That the House 
peing in a Grand Committee, the receiving any 
petitions was irregular. Hereupon it was moved, 
that the chairman should leave the chair, 
which being carried in the negative without 
dividing ; the main question was again debated 
until about.six in the evening, when the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were agreed to by 65 voices 
against 33. _ 

4, That the Lords of the Committee of 
Council, to whom the papers relating to the 
Riot at Oxford were referred, had sufficient 
pages to come to the Resolution, reported to 

is royal highness the prince, viz. ‘That the 
‘heads of the University and mayor of the 
* city neglected to make any public rejoicings 
“on the prince’s birth-day ; but some of 
‘'the collegiates, with the officers, being met 
‘to celebrate the said day, the house where 
‘they were, was assaulted, and the windows 
* were bruken by the rabble, which was the be- 
‘ginning and occasion ofthe Riots that ensued, 
‘ as well from the soldiers‘as the scholars and 
* townsmen, and that the conduct of the major 
« seems well justified by the affidavits produced 
‘ on his part. Z 

‘6 @, That the printing and publishing the De- 
$ positions, upon which the gomplaints relating 
to the Riots at Oxford were founded, while 
« that matter was undér the examination of the 
* lords of the Committee of Council, and be- 
€ fore they had time to come to any resolution 
© touching the same, was irregular, disrespectful 

- to his royal highness the prince, and tending 
“to sedition.’ | : 


_+ Protest thereon.| The House being resumed, 
these two Resolatigns were immediately report- 
ed, and a motion being made to agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolutions, it was car- 
ried in the affirmative by 58 voices against 32. 
Whereupon the following Protest was entered. 
“‘ Dissentient, — im 

- 4, Because, by this Resolution, the. heads 
of all the Colleges and Halls within the Uni- 
versity of Oxford stand censured, as we ap- 
prehend, for disrespect and want of duty to his 
royal highness tbe prince, in neglecting to make 
public rejoicings on his birth-day ; whereas it 
sufficiently appeared to us, that no rejoicings 

Vou, Vl. - 


had ever been made’ before that time, within 
thé said University, on the birth-day of an heir 
apparent to the crown, or even of the sovereign, 
except only on the 29th of May, set apart by 
act of parliament, perpetuaily to be sbiewet 
asa day of public thanksgiving. And there 
seems the less reason, in our opinion, for laying 
so heavy a charge oy the heads of thuse learn- 
ed societies, inasmuch as they have not been 
allowed any opportunity of being heard thereto, 
nor even knew theriselves to be any ways ac~ 
cused in that particular. 

* 2, Because the proceedings of the major, 
as we conceive, are net to he justified by haw, 
if the affidavits which were sent to make good 
the complaint against the major and soldiers 
be considered, as well as those affidavits which 
were produced on the major’s part, there being, 
several enormities, charged, as wellon thama- 
jor, as on the soldiers under his command, by 
the former affidavits no way answered by the 
latter, or so much as denied by the major him- 
selfin any of his own aftidavits or letters. 

_ 3. Because, we conceive, the matter of face 
relating to the breaking the windows of the 
room wherein the major and others were, with 
some stones from Hurt’s the ironmonger’s house, 
has not heen sufficiently examined into, for 
want of giving an opportunity to the com- 
plainants of replying to the affidavits relating 
to that matter ; and suppose the truth of that 


fact had actually appeared upon a fullexami-. - 
nation, yet it cannot be pretended to be a legal 


justification ofthe major, for inciting or suffer-_ 
ing the soldiers under. his command, to go 
through the city insulting the magistrates, and 


breaking the windows of many citizens, whe. 


are not pretended to have given the least offence 
to them. 1 

‘4. Because the officers and soldiers of the 
army may take occasion, from this Resolution, 
to think themselves exempt from the civil power 
in crimiual cases, and be induced thereby to 
contemn and resist the authority of the civil 


magistrates, to which they are, in such cases, | 


as liable as any other of his majesty’s subjects. 
“5. Because the civil officers and magis- 
trates may probably be’ discouraged, by this 


Resolution, from doing their duty: on such ec- - 


casions, and his majesty’s subjects be deterred 
trom making their just complaints, in an hum- 
ble and dutiful manner, of any oppressions 
which they have suffered, or may suffer, from 
any officers or soldiers in the army. (Signed.) 
W. Ebor’, Fr. Rofien’, Geo. Bristol, Bruce, P. 
Hereford, Buckingham, Say and Sele, Boyle, 
Joh. London, North and Grey, Northampten, 
Litchfield, Guilford, Harcourt,Bristol, Berkeley 
of Strat., Weston, Trevor, Willoug. de Broke, 
Fran. Cestriens’, Compton, 
Foley, Dartmouth, Montjoy, Abingdon, Man- 
sel].”” a 


Motion relating to the Bishop of Munster’s 
and the Duke of Sure-Gotha’s Troops.] March 
26. The Commons resolved to address his 
majesty, That the Treaties made with the 

2F 
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bishop of Munster and the duke of Saxe- 
Gotha, for putting six battalions of their troops 
into his majesty’s service, might be laid before 
the House. According to which Address, ge- 
neral Stanhope, two days after, presented to 
the House the said Treaties, with translations 
of the same. It was generally supposed, that 
these Treaties were called for with a design to 
find fault with them, and to bring a censure 
spon some German ministers, who bad been 
employed ia those transactions: but a motion 
being made the next day, and the quescion put, 
That an Address be presented to his majesty, 
that he will be pleased to give directions, that 
the Instruetions given to his majesty’s mi- 
nisters, who transacted the Treaties for taking 
four battalions of the bishop of Munster’s 
troops, and two battalions of the duke of Saxe- 
zotha’s troops into his majesty’s pay, to sup- 
ply the place of such as, during the late rebel- 
lion, should be drawn from the garrisons of the 
States General of the United Provinces to 
assist his majesty, may be laid before this 
House, it passed in the negative hy 165 votes 
against 38. : 


The King’s Message for a Supply against 
' Sweden.] April 3. Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
delivered to the House, the following Message 
from the King :. 
“G, R. 

“His majesty being desirous, above all 
things, not only to secure his kingdoms against 
the present danger, with which they are 

_ threatened from Sweden, but likewise to pre- 
vent, as far as is possible, the like apprehensions 
for the future, thinks it necessary that such 

“measures should be eagly concerted with other 
princes and states, as may conduce most effec- 
tually to this end. Amd as this may require 
some expence, his majesty hopes that his Com- 
anons will, by their assistance at this juncture, 
enable him to make good such engagements, 
as may ease his people of all future charge and 

' apprehensions upon this account.” 

The consideration of this Message was put 
off to the next day. 


Debate on the Supply.] April 4. Mr. Se-- 


cretary Stanhope moved, That a Supply be 
granted to enable his majesty to concert such 
measures with foreign princes and states, as 
i abe el any charge or apprehensions from 
the desigus of Sweden for the future. He 
urged the advantage and seeurity that would 
redound to the nation, by enabling his majesty 
to reduce the king of Sweden ;_ and what con- 
fidence they ought to repose in the king’s ho- 
naur, wisdom, and ceconomy in the manage- 
ment of what money should be thought neces- 
sary for that service. Hereupon 

Mr. Shippen said, That it was a great mis- 
fortune, that so wise and so excellent a prince 
as his majesty, was as little acquainted with 
the usage and forms of parliamentary proceed- 
ings, as with the language of our country: 
that if he had known eiiher, he would not have 
sent such a Message, which, he was sure, was 
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unparliamentary and unprecedeated; and: 


therefore it was his opinion, that it was pénned 


by some foreign minister, and then translated 
into English: that since the king’s accession to 
the throne, there had been many reflections 
cast, in that House, upon the late ministry, as 
if they had betrayed the interest of their 
country: that, on the contrary, they had often 
been told, that his majesty bad retrieved the 
honour and reputation of the nation; the ef- 


fects of which had already .appeared in the | 


flourishing condition of our trade: that after 
all this, he could not but be very much sur- 
prised to find a motion made for a Supply of 
money, to enable his majesty to enter into 
new measures, to secure his kingdom against 
any future apprehensions from the Swedes: 
that the necessity that was urged for this, 
seemed to be inconsistent with the accounts of 
those glorious advantages his majesty had ob- 
tained fur us; and he could not help being of 
opinion, that if the new alliances and measures 
to be concerted, were such as to be obtained 
purely by the torce of our money, that ever the 
happiness or the security of the nation could 
be the consequence of’ such counsels; for, 
whenever foreigners come to taste the sweet- 
ness of English money, we might depend upon 
it, that their adherence to our interest would 
last no longer than we contnued to supply 
their necessities. 

Mr. Hungerford, who seconded Mr. Ship- 
pen, said, That for his part, he could not un- 
derstand what occasion there was for new al-. 
liances, much less that they shauld be pur- 
chased with money: that it must needs be 
very surprising to the whole world, that a na-. 
tion, not leng ago the terror of France and. 
Spain, should now seem to fear so incansiderae . 
ble an enemy as the king of Sweden; especi- 
ally when we had so good a fleet at sea, and 
so great an army on land.—Some other, 
speeches were made on the same gide, which. 
gave 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope occasion to’ say, 
That he was sorry to find gentlemen grow so 
warm upon a subject of this nature: that the 
king was a prince of that integrity and honour, 
and bad already given such convincing proofs. 
of his tender care for the true interest of the 
nation, that they might entirely depend upon . 
his wisdoin in this matter; and therefore he 
was of opinion, that none would refuse com- 
pliance with this Message, but such as either 


were not the king’s friends, or who distrusted ‘ 


the honesty of his ministers. = 
This gave offence to several members; and 
Mr. Lawson replied thereupon, That be was 
very much surprised to find such auguarded: 
expressions fall from that worthy and honour- 
able gentleman, for whom, he was sure, the 


whole House had a very great regard; but: 


since he had thought fit to speak so openly, be 
hoped he might be well justified in sayang, 
that if every member of this House, that used - 


freedom of specch on any subject of debate, - 
must be accounted an-enemy to the king, - 


¢ a 
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when he happens aot to fall in with his mi- 
aisters, he knew no service they were capable 
of doing for their country in that House; and 
therefore it was his opinion, that they bad no- 
thing else to do, but to retire to their country- 
seats, and leave the king and his ministers to 
take what they pleased. 

Mr. Boscawen, sir Gilbert Ifeathcote, Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, and some other gentlemen, 
backed Mr. Secretary Stanhope’s motion; 
but Mr. Grimstone, and some. other courtiers, 
spoke on this occasion on the contrary side. 
Jiowever, it was moved, and resolved, ‘That 
the House would, upon the Monday morning 
next, resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole House, to consider of tie motion for a 
Supply. After this it was also resolved, To 
address his majesty, that the Treaty made be- 
tween the late king William and the present 

king of Sweden, be laid before the House. 


April 6. Pursuant to the above Address, Mr. 
Secretary Stanhope laid beture the House a 
copy of the said Treaty. 


April 8 The Commons went into a com- 
mittee of the whole House, to consider of the 
Motion for a Supply to be granted to his ma- 
_ jesty, against the designs of Sweden for the 

future; for the necessity of which, general 
Stanhope alledged several reasons, and was 
seconded by Mr. Cragys, jun. Mr. Boscawen, 
Air. Aislabie; and several others. On the 
other side, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. 
‘Hutcheson, ‘the lord Guernsey, Mr. Herne, 
member for Dartmouth, Mr. Ward, and some 
others, urged, That it was unparliamentary to 
grant a Supply before the occasion was known, 
end an Estimate of the expence was laid be- 
fote the House: that the king’s Message about 
this matter, was so unprecedented, that his 
majesty’s ministers seeméd to be divided about 
it; and that it was a great misfortune such di- 
' visions should happen among the ministry, for 
then a parliament cannot have a true informa- 
tion of things: that they could not easily ap- 
préhend what occasion there was to make new 
Alliances, since we had a standing army in 
Great Britain, and a considerable fleet at sea, 
which sufficiently secured his majesty’s king- 
doms against any danger from Sweden: that if 
we designed to make an offensive war against 
that crown, why did we not send part of our 
forces on board out fleet? Especially, since we 
were now secure at home, both by the sappres- 
sion of the late Rebellion, and by the conclu- 
sion of the Triple Alliance, which the tegent of 
France had began faithfully to perform, by 
Causing the Pretender to pass the Alps. How- 
éver, if the court insisted on the necessity of 
entering into new engagements against Sweden, 
they thought it proper to address his majesty, 
to acquaint the House with the natare of those 
engagements, and the sum that was requisite 
to make them good. 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope answered, That the 
discovery of the late Conspiracy, carri¢d on by 
the Swedish ministers, in conjunction with the 
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discontented party at home, sufficiently evinced 
the necessity of a standing army in Great Bri- 
tain: thatthe Treaty of ‘I'riple Alliance seemed, 
indeed, to secure us against atty danger on the 
part of France; but that it was to be ob- 
served, that the said ‘Treaty had met with so 


great opposition at the French ceart, that had | 


not the regent stickled strenuously for it, it © 
would have infallibly miscatried; and though 
hitherto we had all the reason imaginable to 
commend the honesty and candour of that 
prince; yet, in good policy, we ought not to_ 
depend on that treaty any longer than it shall 
be the interest of France to observe it. And 
as to the motion for the Address, he.added, 
That it would be injurious to the king’s prero- 
gative of entering into such alliances as his 
majesty thinks necessary for the good and se- 
curity of his dominions, without communicat- . 
ing the same to his parliament: which prero- 
gative was grounded on very good.reasons; fot 
if the crown was obliged to impart the secret 
of affairs to so great a namber of persons, the 
most important negotiations must thereby mise. 
carry. . 

Sir Gilbert Heathcote, an alderman of Lone 
don, mentioned the great losses and damages 
which the British subjects had sustained by 
their ships being made prizes, and confiscated 
in Sweden; and observed, That the king of 
Sweden having several times refused to make 
satisfaction; and, on the contrary, his minis- 
ters having endeavoured to raise a new re- 
bellion in his majesty’s dominions, there was 
ground to declare war against him. , | 

Mr. Gould, member for Shoreham, replied, 
That the Dutch having sustained as great losses 
by the Swedes, they had an equal concern with 
Great Britain to declare war against them ; 
and therefore it would be proper, before the 
House proceeded farther, to engage Hol- 
land, in the first place, to prohibit all com- 
merce with Sweden, as we had done. _ 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope said, That he made 
no doubt bat that the States General would 
readily Come into any measures that should 
appeat necessary for the good and interest 
of both nations in general, and to obtain 


-satisfaction for the late depredations of the 


Swedes in particular: that their High Mighti- 


‘nesses had lately given signal instances of their 


firm adherence to the erown of Great Britain, in — 
causing the Swedish ministers to be seized in 
their dominions, upon his majesty’s desire ; 
but that the form and constitution of their 
government, and the good of their subjects, 
who mostly subsist by trade, did not permit 
them to take such vigorous and speedy reso- 
lutions ag could be wished; and therefore it 
would not be fair to exact the same from them. 

Mr. Craggs, jun. pressed the ped age of 
making new alliances against Sweden, from 
the late doubtful conduct of anorthern poten- 
tate, (meaning the Czar of Muscovy) who, by his 
inactivity against Sweden, and the post some 
of his troops had taken, gave great umbrage 
to the énipiré, 


“ 
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Mr. R. Walpole, sir Edward Northey, and | thereby intend to reflect upon Mr. Speaker, _ 
lord Molesworth, spoke also on the same side. | since he had the honour to vote with him upon 


Sir William Thompson, in particular, urged, 
What would the world think of this parlia- 
ment, if they should refuse to supply the king 
at this exigency? 

On the other hand, Mr. Compton (the 
Speaker) and Mr. Smith said, That they were 
not against the Supply, but against the de- 
manding and granting of.it in such an un- 
parliamentary manner; and Mr. Speaker pro- 

osed, That part of the army should be dis- 
Darea. and the money, thereby saved, ap- 
plied towards the making good such new en- 
gagements as were thought necessary to be 
entered into; but lieutenant general Mor- 
daunt, and some others urged how unsafe and 
impolitic it would be, at this juncture, to dis- 
band any of the troops. 

Mr. Gene Caswell, a goldsmith, closed the 
debate by a short smart speech which was 
much applauded He said, That for his own 
part he would rather pay others for fighting 
than fight himself: that he thought it more 
_advantageous for Great Britain to carry on,the 
war abroad, and enjoy peace at home, in order 
to improve our trade, and reduce our public 
debts; and that, as the employing foreigners 
against Sweden, would be a far less expence 
than national troops, he therefore was for com- 
plying with his majesty’s message. 

At last, about five in the afternoon, the 
question ‘being put, upon the motien for a 
Supply, the saine was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 164 against 149. 


April9. Mr. Farrer reported the ‘said Re- 
solution to the House, upon which there arose 
a fresl, but short debate: Mr. Shippen, Mr. 
Hauge ford, Mr. Wutcheson, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Herne, and others, insisted again on the un- 
parliamenrarivess of asking and granting Sup- 
plies without an estimate of the expence; and 
pope either to present an address to the 
sing to assure iim, That the {louse would 
effectually make good all the ergayements lis 
majesty should think proper to enter into; or 
thar his majesty be desired to disband part of 
the army, and apply the savings towards the 
new alhances. Both these expedients were 
opposed by general Stanhope, Mr. R. Waipole, 


en 
i 


Mr, Hor. Walpole, Mr. Bailie, and Mr. Elamp- | 


den; the last of whom in particular, in answer 
to what was suggested, That this manner of 
asking and granting Supplies, was unparlia- 
mentary, and unprecedented, said, That he re- 
membered about ten or eleven years before, a 
great man in that ITouse (meaning'Mr. Comp- 
ton the Speaker), made a motion for allowing 
and providing for about 900,000/. which the 
government had expended without laying any 
estimate before the Commons. To this Mr. 
Speaker said, He wondered that gentleman 
would bring in as a precedent, a business that 
was transacted so many years ago, and which 
was not parallel to the present case. Where- 


upon Mr, Hampden replicd, That he did not 


strongest terms ; 


that occasion. 


A Supply granted only by @ Majority of 

our Votes.| After this, the Resolution for 
granting a Supply to his majesty, to concert 
such yneasures with foreiyn princes and states, 
aS may prevent any charge or apprebensions 
trom the designs of Sweden for the future, was 
agreed to, though by a majority only of 153 
against 149.® 


* <The good understanding between the 
different members of administration, did not 
long continue. It soon appeared, that the 
king’s promises of favour, made by Bernsdorf 
to Townshend and Walpole, were not fulfilled ; 
and that he placed his chief confidence ia 
Sunderland and Stanhope. New divisions 
took place; Townshend and Walpole con=— 
tinued to defend the measures of government, 
but their support was cold and formal, and so 
different from their former zeal, as plainly 
shewed extreme disatisfaction. Sunderland 
had now considerably increased his party, and 
thought himself sufficiently strong to carry on 
the public business, and defy the opposition. 
In this situation, an open rupture in the 
cabinet was unavoidable. The first public 
symptoms of this difference appeared in the 
House of Commons. On a motion that a 
Supply be granted to enable the king to concert 
such measures with foreign princes and states, 
as may prevent any apprehensions from the 
the designs of Sweden tor the future: Wal- 
pole, who, on all such occasions used to give a 
great bias to the House, maintained a profound 
silence, and the Resolution was carried by a 
majority of only four voices. 

‘< As it was evident that this mode of inimi- 
cal preceeding originated from the party of 
which Townshend was leader, he received, on | 
the same evening, a letter from Stanhope an- 
nouncing his dismission. 

‘¢ The king himself so highly appreciated the 
services and talents of Walpole, that he dreaded 
his resignation, and was persuaded to remove 
Townshend, under the belief that he would 
still remain at the head of the treasury. Wheao 
Walpole, therefore, on the following morning, 
requested an audience, and gave up the seals, 
the king was extremely surprised. He refused 
to accept his resignation, expressed a high 
sense of his services, in the kindest and 
declared that he had no 
thoughts of parting with so faithful a coun- 
sellor; intreated him not to retire, and replaced 
the seals in his hat. To this Walpole replied, 
with no less concern than firmness, that however — 
well inclined he might be to obey his majesty’s 
commands, yet it would be impossible to serve 
him faithfully with those ministers to whom he 
had lately given his favour. ‘ They will propose. 
‘tome,’ he said, ‘ both as chancellor of the 
“exchequer, and in parliament, such things, 
‘ that if I agree to support them, my credit 
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‘Mr. Walpole brings in the Redemption Bill, 
and acquaints the House with his Resignation. } 
April 10. Mr. Robert Walpole presented to 
the House, according to order, a Bill ¢ for re- 
¢ deeming the Duties on Houses, and charging 
© the same with a lesser incumbrance; and ior 
‘ redeeming so much of the Fund commonly 


© called the Aggregate Fund, as relates to the 


« present Exchequer-Bills; and for circulating 
¢ Exchequer-Bills at a less charge to the public, 
‘ pursuant to several powers of Redemption, 
“ contained in former acts of parliament ; and 
‘ for continuing several annual and other pay- 
< ments out of the residue of the said Aggregate 
‘ Fund :’ Upon the bringing in of this bill, Mr. 
Walpole* gave the House a hint of his having 


‘and reputation will be lest; and if I disap- 
¢ prove or oppose them, I must forfeit your 
‘majesty’s favour, For I, in my station, 
‘though not the.author, must be answerable 
to my king and to my country for all the 
‘ measures which may be adopted by adminis- 
* tration.’ At the conclusion of these words, 
he again laid the seals upon the table; the 
king returned them not less than ten times, 
and when the minister as often. replaced them 
on the table, he gave up the struggle, and 
reluctantly accepted his resignation, expressing 
great concern and much resentment at his 
determined perseverance. At the conclusion 
of this affecting scene, Walpole came into the 
adjoining apartment, and those who were pre- 
sent, witnessed the anguish of his countenance, 
and observed that his eyes were suffused with 
tears. Those who immediately entered into 
the closet, found the king no less disturbed and 
agitated. 7 

“ These removals were soon followed by an 
almost total change in the administration. 
Devonshire, Orford,-and Methuen, and Pul- 
teney resigned ; Stanhope was appointed first 
lord of the treasury, and chancellor of the 
exchequer; Sunderland and Addison secre- 
taries of state; the duke of Bolton lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ;’and the duke of Newcastle 
lord chamberlain; the earl of Berkley first 
lord of the admiralty, and tlfe duke of King- 
ston retained the office of privy seal, to which 
he had been nominated in the preceding year, 
on the resignation of Sanderland, who was 
made treasurer of Ireland for life.” 

Coxe’s Walpole. 

* “¢ The resignation of Walpole happened at 
a time when he’ was exerting his abilities for 
finance, in the arrangement of a scheme highly 
advantageous to the country. When he was 
first placed at the head of tbe treasury, the 


- National Debt amounted to 50 millions, and 


although the common interest of money had 
been reduced in the late reign to 5 per cent. 
yet the interest of some of the debts was as high 
as 8, and none lower than6; so that the average 
was 7 per cent. The difference between this 
rate of interest, and that on private mortgages, 
Miia a real fund for lessening the public 
ebt. ; , 


"ON 


resigned his places, by saying, ‘ That he now pre- 
sented that Billas a country gentleman, but he 
hoped it would not fare the worse for having — 


“‘ This debt was considered under two heads ; 
redeemable, and irredeemable. The redeem- 
able, or such debts as had been provided for 
by parliament, with a redeemable interest of so 
much per cent. the public had a right and power 
to discharge whenever they were able, either by | 
pwoviding money for such proprietors as insisted 
upon money, or by offering new terms, in dis- 
charge of all former conditions, which, if ac- 
cepted by the proprietors, was to be deemed an 
actual redemption of the first debt, as if it had 
been paid off in ready money. As for the irre» 
deemable debts, or long and short annuities, 
nothing could be effected without the absolute 
consent of the proprietors. The only method, . 
‘therefore, to treat with them, was to offer such 
conditions as they should deem advantageous. 

‘‘ Upon these principles Walpole gave the 
first hint of this great scheme, hy proposing to 
borrow 600,000/. bearing’ interest only 4 per 
cent. and to apply all savings, arising fom the 
intended redemptions, for the purpose of reduc- 
ing and discharging the National Debt, which 
was the first resolution ever taken in parlia- 
ment in order to raise or establish a general 
sinking fund. When he brought his scheme . 
into the House, the project appeared so well di- 
gested and advantageous, that the opposition 
which had been intended was converted into 
approbation, and every article was agreed to. 

“‘ Unfortunately for the completien of this 
great arrangement, the able projector was no 
longer in office. On bringing in the bill, Wal- 
pole gave a hint thaChe had resigned his places, 
by saying, ‘ that he now presented it as a coun- 
try gentleman," but hoped that it would not 
fare the worse for having two fathers, and that 
his successor would take care to bring it to per- 
fection.’ . The difficulties which he had to en- 
counter in this scheme, will appear from the 
consideration, that no reduction of interest 
could be made without the consent of the pub- 
lic creditors themselfes. It was solely by his 
address and management, that the companies. 
of the Bank and South-sea, agreed not only to 
reduce their own interest, but to furnish large 
sums for the discharge of such proprietors of the 
redeemables as should refuse to comply with an - 
equal reduction; a striking proof of the general 
esteem in which he was held by the proprietors 
of the national debts; of their regard for his 
judgment, and confidence in his equity. 

‘‘ The resignation of Walpole caused a great 
sensation in the House of Commons, where re- 
gret for. the want of his talents for finance, 
seemed to prevail, and he was as much inveigh- 
ed against for resigning, as he was afterwards 


reviled for remaining in power. His withdraw- 


ing from government at this crisis, was called a 
defection; a criminal conspiracy, with a view 
to embarrass the king, and to force him to 
comply with his unwarrantable demands.”— 
Coxe’s Walpole. 


= 
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two fathers: and that bis successor would take 
care to bring it to perfection. | 


Further Debate on the Supply.) Apmil 12. 
The Commons went into a committee of the 
whole House, to consider of the Supply granted 
to hig majesty; and Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
baving made a motion for granting to his ma- 
jesty the sum of 250,000/. to enable Inm to 
Concert measures against Sweden; there was 
for a minute or two a great silence in the 
House. 

Mr. Pulteney, who broke it first, expressed 
his surprize at it; and added, That as for his 
part, be had not yet said any thing to this mat- 
ter, because he thought it inconsistent with de- 
cency to oppose a motion that came froin the 
court, while he had the honour to be his mayes- 
ty’s iminediate servant ; but that having resigned 
his place, that he might act withthe freedom be- 
coming an Englishman, lie could not forbear de- 
Claring against the granting a Supply, in 4 man- 
ner altogether unparliamentary and unprece- 
dented ; that he could not persuade himself, that 
any Englishman advised his majesty to send such 
a Message; but he doubted not, but the resolu- 
tions of a British parliament would make a Ger- 
man ministry tremble. Ie was seconded by 
the : ° 

Lord Finch, who even found fault with some 
steps that had been taken in relation to the af- 
fairs of the Northern Alliance; and said, That 
it appeared by the Memorial presented by. the 
Russian minister, and by the Answer returned, 
that such measures had been pursued as were 
like to engage us in a quarrel with the Czar. 
Upon this. 3 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope spoke im vindication 
of the king and his :ninisters, 1n relation both to 
the Czar and the king of Sweden. With res- 
pect to the first, he said, That he had hitherto 
been obliged to be silent; but that he was now 
at liberty to set this matter itt a clear light, and 
to acquaint the House, that the coldness which 
appeated of late between the king and the ¢zar, 
proceeded fromm his majesty’s refusing to be- 
come guarantee of his czarish majesty’s con- 
quests; and from his thajesty’s soliciting the 
czar to withdraw his troops fromi the duchy of 
Mecklenburg: that as to the first of those 
matters, his majesty’s conduct desetved the ap- 
plause and the thanks of a British parliament, 
Since it appeared thereby, that his majesty was 
tender not to engage the nation in foreign quar- 
tels: that this, indeed, had been his majesty’s 

rincipal care, since his happy accession to the 

tone; and he might assure them, that Great 
Britain was entirely free from any engagements, 
end at liberty to follow such measures as best 
Suit with her interest: that as for the instances 
which his majessy has caused to be made with 
the czar, and the measures he may have con- 
certed, to get the Russian troops out of the 
duchy of Mecklenburg, his majesty has acted in 
all this as elector and prince of the empire: 
that he was pérsuaded, all the gentlemen there 
would agree with him, that the kwg’s dignity, 


a 
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as king of Great Britain, was never understood 
to tie up his hands with respect to his intereses 
in Germany, and a prince of the empire: but 
besides, he must desire gentlemen to consider, 


‘that long before bis majesty's accession to the 


crown, Great Britain was in strict union with 
the emperor and empire ; 30 that if, by virtue 
of ancient alliances, the emperor shou'd rea 
quire Great Britain to use those instances with 
the czar, which the king has made only as elec 
tor of Elanover, Great Britain could not avoid 
complying with his request: that in relution to 
Sweden, the king’s conduct was not only blame~ 
less and unspotted, but worthy of the highest 
commendations: that in the lute queen’s time, 
Great Britain interposed to procure a neu- 
trality in the North, whereby the king of Swe« 
den might have preserved his possessions in thé 
empire; That the regescy at Stockholm uogreed 
to this overture; but that the king of Swedea 
rejected it with haughtiness and the utmost 
scorn, declaring, he would use those as his ene= 
mies, who should pretend to impose such 4 
neutrality upon him: That during the wholé 
course of that negotiation, the king, then elector 
of Hanover, used all friendly offices in - favour 
of Sweden: Thatall this haviug proved inef- 
fectual, through the king of Sweden’s obstinacy, 
and the king of Denmark having, by the for- 
tune of war, re-conquered the datchies of Bre- 
men and Verden, his majesty, as elector of 
Hanover, has purchased the same with his own 
money, for a valuable consideration: That al- 
though it never was in his majesty’s thoughts to 
engage Great Britain in a war to Suppore that 
acquisition, yet, if gentlemen woald give them- 
selves the trouble to cast their eyes upon the 
map, to see where Bremen and Verden lie, he 
hoped they would not be mdifferent as to the 
possessor of these two dutchies, but would 
agree with him, that their being in the king’s 
hands suits far better with the interest of Great 
Britain, than if they wete in the hands either 
of the czar, who gives already but too’'much 
jenlousy to the empirés or of the king of Swe- 
deh, who endeavoured to raise a new rebellion 
in Great Britain, and harbours our fugitive 
rebels, ee 
Rit. Jokn Smith answéted Mr. Secretary Stan- 
hope, and said, That he had already declared his 
reasons for opposing the granting this Supply ia 
such an extraorditiary manner ; and that some 
expressions that had escaped a gentleman in the 
thinistry, instead of making him altet his opinion 
rather confitmed him im it: That as, on the 
one hand, he never affected popularity ; 30, on 
the other hand, when the good of is country 
came undet consideration, he always spoke his 
thoughts with the liberty thut becomes an Eng 
lishman, without atiy regartl to the miinistets : 
That he did not pretend to be thoroughly ac 
qnainted with affairs abroad; but having had 
the hononr to sit so long in that House, where 
so gteat a variety of business, both foreign and 
domestic, had often been debated, he night 
presume to have sofne knowledgé of them ; 
That, however he would not say any thing té 


t 
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what had been: advanced by the honourable 
member who spoke last; but if an estimate of 
the conduct of the ministry, in relation to af- 
fairs abroad, was to be made by a comparison’ 
of their conduct at home, he was sure they 
would not appear altogether so faultless as they 
were represented. _ Was it not a mistake, 
added he, not to preserve the peace at home, 
after the king was come to the throne, with 
the universal applause and joyful acclamations 
of all his subjects? Was it not a mistake, upon 
the breaking out of the Rebellion, not to issue 
out a Proclamation, to offer pardon lo such as 
should return home. peaceably, as had ever 
been practised ‘before upon such occasions? 
Was it not a mistake, after the suppression of 
the Rebellion, and the trial and execution of 
the principal authors of it, to keep up animo- 
sities, and drive people to despair by not passing 
an act of indemnity and grace, by keeping so 
many persons under hard and tedious confine- 
ment, and by granting pardens to some, with- 
out leaving them any means to subsist? Is it 
not a mistake, not to trust to a vote of par- 
lhament, for making good such Engagements as 
his majesty shall think proper to enter into; 
and instead of that, to insist on the granting of 
this Supply in such an extraordinary manner? 
Is it not a mistake, to take this opportunity to 
create divisions, and render some of the king’s 
best friends suspected and obnoxious ? Is it not 
a mistake, in short, to form parties and cabals, 
in order to bring in a bill to repeal the act 
against occasional Conformity ? : 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope replied, That he had 
had the honour to serve his majesty, siuce his 
happy accession to the throne, but as there 
were other persons, some of them in, and 


others out of place, who had a greater share 


than himself in the administration of affairs, 
he left it to them to justify themselves: That 
however, he would clear a principal point, by 
assuring the committee, that he had, some time 
ago, the king’s orders to draw up an Act of In- 
demnity. gy fy 

Mr. Barrington Shute, member for Berwick, 
said, That theking was indeed come to’ the. 
throne-with the joyful acclamations of most of 
bis subjects; but that the disaffection that ap- 


peared soon after, did not proceed from the ill 


conduct of his ministers, but solely from the 
removal of some persons in great employments : 
That nevertheless, in the changes that were 
then made, his majesty had followed the rules 
of prudence, justice and gratitude, since he ad- 
vanced those, who, in the werst of times, had 
given undoubted proofs of their affection. and 
attachment co his interest, in the room of those 
who had been preferred in the last reign, as 
the fittest instruments to destroy the Protes- 
tant succession even before it took place, and 
whe had since been in open rebellion against 
his majesty: That as for the other mistakes 
charged upon the administration, they might be 
reduced to these two, viz. The not passing the 
Act of Indemnity, and the design torepeal the 
Occasional Bill: That.as to the first, there were 


\ 
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Various Opinions about it; and considering the 
restless spirit of the discontented party, it was 
hard to determine, whether an Indemnity was 


a proper way to reduce them ; since it was no- 


torious, thas the repeated instances of clemency 
which his majesty has given since his accession, 
have been abused and despised: That asto the 
repeal of the acts against the dissenters, no- 
thing, in his opinion, was either more just or: 
reasonable ; and he could not but wonder, that 
a gentleman (meaning Mr. John Smith) who 


had been turned out of his employment inthe | 


last reign, and restored since the king’s coming 
to the crown, should account it a mistake, on 
the one hand, not to grant an Indemnity to his 
miajesty’s declared enemies; and a mistake on 


the other hand, to make his majesty’s undoubt- 


ed friends easy. ; 
Mr. Smith, after an explanation, demanded 
and given about his being turned out of place and 


restored, replied to the last part of Mr.Shute’s | 


speech, That he ever was for allowing liberty 
of conscience to the. dissenters, and had even: 
voted against the Occasional Bill, but that the 
same being passed into a law, it, was his opi- 
nion, that it could not be repealed without dis- 
quietthg the whole nation. , ’ 

Mr. Yonge, member for Honiton, spoke 
next, and said, That some days before, he had 
been against the motion, for granting a Supply 
upon the king’s message, because he thought it 
unparliamentary ; and it was then his opinion 
to address the king, to enter into such enpage- 
meuts as his majesty shall think proper, and 
that the Commons would make good the same ; 
but that, since the majority of the House had 


determined to grant a Supply, they had - 


brought themselves to this dilemma, either to: 


grant what was asked as necessary forthe ser- — 


vice, or to tell the king, that that service must 
remain uuperformned, which they had in a man- 
ner determined to'be necessary by granting a 
Supply. This speech was backed by ms 

Mr. Gould, whoowned, That we could not 
carry on our trade to the Baltic, without 
bringing the king of Sweden to reason, and 
therefore he was for granting this supply.” | 

‘Mr. Robert Walpole,who brought up the rear, 
said, That having already spoken for the. 
supply, he would not refuse the court his vote, 
and thesam being named, he was for granting it, 

Hereupon, it was carried without dividing, 


™~e 


“‘ That a sum not exceeding 250,000/. be grant~*- 


ed, to enable his majesty’ to concert such 
measures with foreign princes and. states, as 


= 


may prevent any charge or apprehensions from | 


the designs of Sweden for the future.” 

April 13. Mr, Farrer having reported this 
Resolution to the House, some of the members - 
endeavoured to render it inefiectual, by moving 
that it should be re-committed. To debate 
this motion with more freedom, Mr. Bromley, 
taking notice that several peers, and others, 
were got into the House, moved, that the House - 
be cleared of all strangers ; which being done 
accordingly, Mr. Shippen insisted on the re- 
committing of the Resolution in question. He 


M7) 


- wasseconded by Mr. Hungerford, sir Thomas 


. 


_ exchequer. 


Hanmer, Mr. Herne, and Mr. Lawson; but 
the other party called for the question ; and the 
said Resolution being read a second time, was 
egreed to by a majority of 153 against 132.* 

April 16. Mr. Boscawen having acquainted 
the House with his majesty’s desire, that they 
would adjourn till the 6th of May, the House 
accordingly adjourned to that day. 


The King’s Speech respecting a Reduction of 
the Lund Forces, an Act of Grace, sc.) May 6. 
The King went to the House of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his majesty commanded 
the Lord Chancellor to read the following 
Speech to both Llouses : 


“« My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“Tt is with great satisfaction that, after 
this short recess, I can «acquaint you with the 
certain advice I have received, that my fleet is 

* « By this time there was almost a total 
change in the ministry. The earl of Sunderland 
was appointed secretary of state, as was also 
Mr. Joseph Addison: Mr. Stanhope was made 
first commissioner of the treasury, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer: lord Torrington, Mr. 
Wallop, Mr. Baillie of Jerwiswood, and Mr. 
Micklethwaite were ‘the other commissioners 
of the treasury ; sir William St. Quintin, Mr. 
Methuen, and Mr. Edgecombe, being removed, 
Mr. Craggs was declared secretary at war; 
Mr. Charles Stanhope, coadjutor to Mr. 
Lowndes, secretary tothe treasury; and Mr. 
/ Joseph Micklethwaite, secretary to Mr. Stan- 
hope, as chancellor and under treasurer of the 
The earl of Orford resigned his 
place of first eommissioner of the admiralty, 
which was given to the earl of Berkley. The 
rest of the commmissioners of the admiralty 
were,Mr. Aylmer, sir George Byng, Mr. Cock- 
burne, and Mr. Chetwynd. ‘The duke of 
Bolton was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
aod his‘place of Jord chamberlain of the house- 
hold, was bestowed on the duke of Newcastle. 
The duke of Devonshire resigned his place of 
president of the council.” Tindal. 

‘lt was remarked by observers at that time 
that in the comparison tlhe gentlemen who left 
their places were not succeeded by gentlemen 
as well qualified for them. Mr. Addison was 
allowed to be an excellent writer and poet; 
but no body thought he was so well acquainted 
with affairs of state as Paul Methuen, esq. 
who had from his youth been accustomed to 
such transactions ; neither did any one think 
that sir Thomas Micklethwaite, was as fit for 
the treasury board as William St. Quintin ; or 
John Cockburn, esq. for that of the admiralty, 
as George Dodington, esq. but the comparison 
was much more unequal still between general 
Stanhope and R. Walpole, esq. as first lord 
commissioner of the treasury, and chancellor 
of the exchequer: As to James Cragys, esq. 
who was made secretary at war in the room of 


William Pulteney, esq. those that made com- 


parisons had nothing to say.” Oldmixou, 
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safely arrived in the Sound, which, by the 
blessing of Almighty God, will secure these 
kingdoms against any immediate danger of ar 
Invasion. ; 
‘“Thave, by these means, an opportunity, 
which is very acceptable tome, of making a 
considerable reduction in ,our Land-Forcees, 
having established it as a rule with myself, to 
consult the ease of my people in every thing, 
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so fur as is consistent with their safety. And, 
for my own part, as.I shall always place mv 


greatness in the prosperity of my subjects, so E 


shall always qesire that my power may be 
founded in their affections. It is upon these 
considerations, that I have given orders for the 
immediate reducing of 10,000 men. 

‘That nothing may be wanting in me to 
quiet the minds of all my subjects, [have hke- 
wise given directions to prepare an Act of 
Grace ; and however it may be received by 


‘those who are Obstinately beht onthe ruin of 
_their country, I promise myself, that it will 


raise a due sense of gratitude in all such as have 
been artfully misled into treasonable practices, - 
against my person and government, and pre- 
serve them trom standing in need ofthe like. 
mercy for the future, when such an instance of. 
clemency may noc be so expedient for the pub-_ 
lic welfare, as it would be agreeable to my own 
inclinations. 
‘© Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘© T thank you for your readiness. to support 
me in the present juncture of atfairs, and for the 
Supplies which you have given ; and do promise 
you, that they shxll be employed for the uses to 
which you designed them. 

‘“‘T shall order such faithful accounts to be. 
laid before you the next session, as will make 
it appear, there was -no other view in asking 
any particular Supply, than to,preventa much 
greater expence, which the nation must have 
unavoidably incurrec without it. 

“Tmust recommend to you, as I didat the 
beginning of the session, to take all proper 
inethods for reducing the public debts, with a 
just regard to parliamentarv credit. 

““ My Lords and Gentlemen ; - 

“ The year being ‘so far advanced, I hope 

you will go through the public business with 

all possible dispatch and unanimity, it being 

my intention to meet you early the next winter, 

that the sitting of parliament may be bruught 
into the more usual and.convenient season.” 

The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| - Tne king 
being withdrawn, the Lords voted an Address 
of Thanks, which was presented next day, ag 
follows: _ 

‘““ Most Gracious Sovereign; 

“We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
majesty our most. humble thanks for your ma- 


Jesty’s most gracious Speech from the throne, 


and for your majesty’s having taken effectual 
care to prevent all immediate danger of an In- 
vasion upon these your kingdoms, by sending 
your fleet so early into the Sound; and we 
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- gannot but. acknowledge, with the greatest sa- 
tisfaction, your majesty’s most tender regard te 


the ease of your people, in giving orders, as, 


soon as it was consistent with the public safety, 
for reducing so considerable a number of the 
land forces. | 

“We also give your majesty our most ham- 
ble thanks, for your having cammupicated to 
your parliament, your intention to pass an Act 
of Grace, which we hope will have all the good 
effects your majesty so reasonably and justly 
expects from it, a 8 

«“ And we take this occasion to assure your 
majesty, that we will, with the utmost zeal and 
duty, defend and support your majesty’s sacred 

erson and government, against all your ene- 

nice both at home and abroad. © 


The King’s Answer.} His atajesty’s Answer 

thereto, was as follows: 
« My Lords, : 

“‘T thank you kindly for this very dutiful 
Address ; your zeal and affection te my person 
and government, is what, uader God, I shall 
always principally rely on.” . | 


Mr. Lechmere moves for an Address, and 
reflects on Mr. R. Watpole and others for re- 
signing their Places.]| The Commons being 
returned to their House, Mr. Lechtnere moved 
for an Address to hie majesty, which not being 
eppesed, a committee was appointed to draw 
oneup. .. 

_ Mr. Leehmere, in his speech for this Ad- 
dress, animadverted: upon: sueh of the mem- 
Bers as had lately resigned their places, as if 
they intended to distress the king’s affairs, 

Mr, Walpole thought fit, in his own: vindica- 
tion, to say, That persons who had accepted 
places in the government, had: ofter been re- 
feeted on for carrying oo designs, and acting 
contrary to the interest of their country; but 
thet he had never heard a man found fault 
with, for laying down one of the most profitable 

in the kingdom: that, for his own part, 
if he would have complied with some measures, 
it had not been in the power of any of the 
ahaa ministers to remove bim ; . but that he 
jad reasons for resigning his employments, 
with which he had acquainted his majesty, and 
miglit perhaps, ina proper time, declare them 
to the House. In the mean while the tenour 
ef his conduct should shew, that he never in- 
fended to make the king uneasy, or to embar- 
ress his affairs: and concluded with moving, 
That the bill, ‘For redeeming the Duty on 
‘ Houses,’ &c. inight be read a second time. 
Bpon this - 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope represented, That 
several things in that bill wanted to be 
amended and rectified, and therefore he moved, 


that the gecond reading of it might be put off | ; 
‘and unanimity uf our proceedings, to convince 
the world, that we are inviolably engaged: in 
‘duty and affection to your most sacred person 
_and government, on the support of which the 
welfare and ha 
God, entirely depend.” 
' 2G 


to the next day se’nnight ; which was ordered 
wecordingly. He likewise made use of that 
opportunity to take notice to the House, That 
Ke understood it had’ bee: the common prac- 
tice: ef those concerned in the administration 
of the treasury, to make bargains for the pub- 
Vor. VII. | : 


lic, with the governors and directors of com- 
psnies, by which some private advantages 
were generally made; but that, in his opinion, 
such bargains ought to be made at the bar of 
the House, by the representatives of all the 
Commons of Great Britain; and if any ad- 
vantages could be made, the public eught to 
have the benefit of them. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| May ft. 
Mr. Lechmere reported the Address to hie 
majesty, 2s follews : | 


‘© Most Gracious Sovereign; — 

“ We your thajesty’s most dutiful std loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, crave leave to approach 
your sacred person, with hearts full of grati- 
tude to your majesty for the many gracious 
declarations you have been pleased to make 
to as from the throne. 

“‘ Our duty to your majesty, and our concerh 
for the security of yoar kingdoms, at a time 
when the nation was threatened with a despe- 
rate Invasion, obliged us to make provision for 
keeping up such. a body of Land Forces, as 
might shew that we were in # posture of de- 
fence: but your majesty having grounds to 
hope, en the artival of your Fleet in the Sound, 
‘that, by the blessing of God, a check will be 
put to that design, we must for ever acknow- 
ledge, that the early directions you bave been 
pleased to give for yeducing such a body of 
those Land Forces, is the most acceptable . 
pledge you could give your people of your tene 
dervess for them; and that yuur majesty has 
nothing so much at heart as their present and 
future welfare, and 15 such an instanee of your 
great wisdom and goodness, as must for ever 
endear your majesty to all yoar subjects. - 

“ We are bound to express our just satsfae- 
tion in your gracious intentions of mercy, as 
being bighly conducive to the tranquillity of 
the kingdom, and a convincing proof of your 
majesty’s desire to reign in the affections of all 
your subjects. ar: 

“‘ We have so often experienced the happy 
effects of thé conidence we have reposed in 
your majesty, that we can never entertain any 
doubt ef the due application: of any Supplies 
granted by us; and do receive, in-the most du- 
tiful and affectionate manner, your .majesty’s 
promise to lay. the Accounts of such application 
before us, as a great instance of your jifstece to 
the nation. a 4G 
. © Weare truly sensible how much. the ease 
and prosperity of your subjects:depends dn the 
accomplishing that great and necessary work, 
of reducing the public Debts, and are resolved 


to carry it on in. the most effectual manaer, 


with just regard to parliamentary credit. 
“© We are likewise resolved, by the dispatch 


pines of these kingdomis, under , 


A 


4 


° 
\ 
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Mr. Shippen meves for re-committing the 
Address.| After the reading the above Ad- 


_ dress, 


Mr. Shippen moved to have it re-committed ; 
and that an Amendment might be made to 
that part of it which relates to the Army, 
which he proposed to be as follows, viz. § And 
© your loyal Commons have no doubt but your 
‘ majesty will be graciously pleased to make a 
“farther reduction of the Army, and to conti- 
“nue only sach a number of forces as bath 
¢ been usually thought, in a time of peace, to 
“ be sufficient for the security of this kingdom.’ 
To support his motion, he represented the 
danger of a standing army; urging, That in 
Cromwell’s time, a force much less than what 
will remain ia Great Britain after the reduc- 
tion proposed, had overturned the monarchy, 


abolished episcopacy, put down the House of 


Peers, and driven the Commons from their 
seats. | 
He was seconded by Mr. Bromley, and 
backed by Mr. Herne and general Ross; but 
they were opposed by Mr. Secretary Stanhope, 
Mr. Robert Walpole, and also by 

Mr. Pulteney, who declared, That before 
the discovery of the late Swedish Conspiracy, 
while he had the honour to serve his majesty 
as Secretary at War, he had received such di- 
rections as shewed his majesty’s intentions, at 
that time, to reduce still a greater number of. 
forces, than was now proposed; and therefore 
he did not doubt but his majesty would do it 
as soon as the safety of his kingdoms would ad- 
mit of it. He added, That, in his opinion, the 
nation had no reason to fear any thing from an 
army, who, for near thirty years past,. had 
given signal proofs of their firm adherence to 
the Protestant interest, and of their zeal to 
muintain the liberties of their cougtry; and 
that if there was any danger at present, it was 
‘enly from foreign counsels. 


At length the question being put upon Mr. 
Shippen’s motion, it was carried in the negative 
by a majority uf 188 against 80. 


Papers relating to the 6,000 Dutch Troops 
in Scotland.] May 8. Mr. Pulteney acquainted 
the House, That he was.apprehensive of some 
Mismanagements and Imbezzlements of the 
public money, in relation to the 6,000 Dutch 
treops, and the service in North Britaio. 
Upon this it was resolved to present two Ad- 


"dresses to his majesty ; one for an Account of 


the money given for the payment of the 6,000 
Duteh troops, taken into his majesty’s service 
during the late Rebellion, with the charge of 
the transportation of the said troeps forwards 
and backwards, distinguishing each particular 
under its respective head; the other for an Ac- 
count of the distribution of the extraordinaries 
and contingencies issued dut for the service 
Sitti in North Britain during the late Re- 
ellion. 


The King’s Answer tothe Address of Thanks. | 
Mday 9. The House presented their Address of 


Thanks to the king for his Speech, who returned’ 
the following Answer: . 


“ Gentlemen ; 
© Te is with great pleasure that I find the 
directions I have given, to make a Reduction in 
the Army, and my intentions to grant an Act 
of Grace, are so much to the satisfaction of my 
faithful Commons. I thank you for the hearty 
ameengedel ai giveme of your affections to my 
person and government; and shail always 
make such an use of the confidence you repose 
ini me, as may be most for the advantage of my 
people.” 


Debate on Sir W. Wyndham’s Motion for 
Dr. Snape to preach before the House.] May 
18. A warm debate arose on a very singular 
occasion. 


Sir Wm. Wyndham having moved, That Dr. 
Snape be desired to preach before the House 
at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, upon the 29th 
of May; he was seconded by Mr. Shippen, 
and backed by all the members who had lately 
resigned their employments. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole, who spoke first after 
Mr. Shippen, said, That it was unusual, on 
such occasions, to put the negative on any 
man, whom a member of that House had 
thought fit to name; and that Dr. Snape was 
not only a person of merit and great learning, 
but bad likewise the honour to be one of his 
sa ae chaplains. . 

r. Robert Walpole said, That he knew Dr. 
Snape to be a very learned, and a very honest 
man: that he had not enly entrusted him with 
the education of his own children, but alsg 
recommended the sons of the duke of De- 
vonshire and lord Townshend to his care; and 
therefore he could not but think, that he might 
be trusted with preaching a Sermon before that 
assembly. 

Mr. Lechmere opposed them, and said, Thag 
he could not but wonder, that a member who 
had been one of the managers against Dr, 
Sacheverel, should now speak in bebalf of a 
divine who had asserted the same notions of 
passive obedience and non-resistance, for which 
the other had been prosecuted; and who bad 
lately attacked a strenuous and worthy chame 


pion of the Revolution and Protestant succes- 


sion. 
_ Mr. Aislabie answered, That he gave his vote 
to Dr. Snape. because he looked upon him ‘as a 
learned and honest man: And as for having writ- 
ten against the bishop of Bangor’s[ Dr. Hoadley} 
Sermon, he did not think it a sufficient reason 
to putupon him a negative, which would be 
prejudging of a controversy that did not pro- 
perty belong to their cognizance. - 
‘ Lord Guernsey also spoke in behalf of Dr. 
nape. | =f 
Mr. Hungerford said, That if the court had 
not interposed, the doctor might have shewn the 
bishop fine sport; but that the king having 
ordered his ministers to disband part of the 
army, they had, by mistake, disbanded the com 
vocation. | 


s 
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- Sir William Wyndham’s motion being thus 
strongly supported, and Mr. Lechmere being 
backed only by sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Boscawen, 
Mr. Treby, and a few more, the question was 
put and carried in the affirmative, by 141 
voices against 131: and sir William Wyndham 
and Mr. Shippen were ordered to acquaint Dr. 
Snape with the desire of the House. * 


* <¢ As the change in the ministry had caused 
a division among the Whigs, some adhering to 
those that were in, and others to those that 
were out of place, an opposition was formed by 
those last in conjunction with the Tories, on se- 
- veral. occasions. This evidently appeared when 
sir William Wyndham (who had been dis- 
charged) moved, that Dr. Snape should be 
appointed to preach on the Restoration of king 


Charles. The doctor was one of the king’s |. 


chaplains, and master of Eaton-school, but was 
of high-church principles, and bad lately at- 
tacked the bishop of Bangor. The controversy 
mentioned in this debate between the bishop of 
Bangor and Dr. Snape, was occasioned in this 
manner: Dr. Benjamin Hoadley, famous for 
his steady adherence at all times to the prin- 
ciples of the Revolution, (for which he had been 
recommended to the throne by the House of 
Commons, and advanced to the see of Bangor) 
had lately published, ‘ 4 Preservative against 
* the Principles and Practices of the Nonjurors;’ 
and soon after preached a sermon betore the 
king, which was printed under the title of, 
‘ The Nature of the Kingdom of Christ.’ To 
this sermon Dr. Snape published an Answer ; 
and, presently after, the lower house of Con- 
vocation (as they had before done with regard 
to Dr. Samyel Clarke’s Scripture-Doctrine) 
entered upon the subject, both of the bishop 
of Bangor’s Sermon, and of his Preservative. 
They appointed a committee of six of their 
members, to examine them, and made their re- 
portto the House. The Committee sat and 
drew up a Representation, in which both the 
Preservative and Sermon were censured, as 
tending,.‘1. To subvert all government and 
‘ discipline in the church of Christ, and to re- 
* duce his kingdom to astate of anarchy and 
‘ confusion. And 2. To impugo and impeach 
‘the regal supremacy in causes ecclesiastical, 
“and the authority of the legislature, to inforce 
‘ obedience in matters of religion by civil sanc- 
‘tions.’ This charge was supported by passages 
taken out of the Preservative and Sermon, and 
the whole drawn up in the form of a Report, 
to be laid before the Convocation. But the go- 
vernment, out of regard to the interest of the 
constitution, in church and state, thought pro- 
per to put a stop to these proceedings, by a pro- 
rogation to the 22d of November. As this was 
industriqusly represented to be the effect of the 
bishop’s solicitation, and an argument of his 
fear, be publicly declared before the world, that 
the prorogation was ordered, not only without 
his seeking, but without so much as his know- 
ledge of even suspicion of any such, design, till 
uf was resolved. It must be observed, that the 


. Proposals of the South Sea Company and of 
the Bank of England, for the Reduction of the 
National Debts.}| May 20. The Commons bav- 
ing resolved themselves into a Committee of the 
whole House, to consider farther ‘of ways 


“and means for raising the Supply, granted to 


his majesty, Mr. Secretary Stanhope laid 
before them the respective Proposals of the 


South Sea Company, and of the Bank of ' | 


England, which were read, as follows: — 


‘To the Honourable the Commons of Great 


Britain in Parliament assembled: The Go- 


~ 


vernor and Company of Merchants of — 


Great Britain, trading to the South Seas, 


and other parts of America, and for en- - 


couraging. the Fishery, having under their 
consideration, how they may be most ser- 
viceable to his Majesty and his Govern- 
ment, and to shew their zeal and readiness 
to concur in the great and honourable de- 
sign of reducing the National Debts, in such 
manner as may be consistent with, and 
for the support of, Parliamentary credit, do 
humbly propose, : 


“4. That they will be content, and do 
submit, that their present capital stock of 
10,000,000/. be increased to the sum of 
12,000,000/. either by subscription or other- 
wise, as by their general court shall be thought 
mest expedient. 

‘2, That the 2,000,000/. so to be advanced, 
shall be paid into his majesty’s exchequer, by 
four equal payments, the last whereof to be 
on or before the 24th of December next, and 
shall be employed towards redeeming the prin- 
cipal and interest charged on the four Lottery 
Acts of 1711 and 1712, and the Annuities of 


3/. per cent. payable for the Bankers debt, 


contracted in the reign of king Charles 2, and 
not otherwise. 

3, That the present annual sums of 
600,000/. and 8,000/. payable to the company, 
be continued to them, fur and in respéct of 
their said 10,000,000/., until the 24th day of 
June 1718: and that for the 2,000,000/. to be 
advanced as aforesaid, there shall be allowed 


~ 


to the company an annuity after the rate of - 


5l. per cent. per annum, from the respective 
times of payment thereof into the exchequer, 
until the said 24th of June 1718. 7 


representation was never approved of by the 
lower-house, so as to be made the act of it; 
Though many have been led to think it was, 
by the artifice made use of in the title-page to 
the printed copy of it. The prorogation of the 
Convocation did not put an end to the contro- 
versy. For several of the members, since they 


could not attack the bishop, as a public assem- — 


bly, resolved to take up the cause in a private ~ 


‘capacity. Dr. Sherlock, who was one of the 


committee who drew up the report, seconded 
Dr. Snape, and these two were followed by 
many others, insomuch that the tracts published 
on this occasion, on both sides, are 


about seventy.” Tindal, 


said to be 


7” 
‘ 


«4, That from and after the said 24th of 
June 1718, there be payable to the company, 
by weekly payments, as the funds shall pro- 
duce, an annual sum of 600,000/, being after 
the rate of 6/. per cent, per annum, for the 
whole 12,000,000/. together with their pre- 
sent allowance of 8,000/. per annum, to con- 
tinue until redeemed by parliament, as herein- 
after is mentioned. | 

«5, That the present duties and revenues 
chargeable with the payment of the present 
annual sum of 600,000/. and 8,000/. together 
with such duties and revenues as shall be re- 
deemed by the said 2,000,000/, to be advanced 
as aforesaid, shall be continued and made the 
fund for, and chargeable with, the payment 
of the several annuities ‘which, pursuant to 
this proposition, shall become due or payable 


to the company, and with all arrears thereof,. 


incurred and to be incurred ; and that the 
_ surplus of all the said duties and revenues, 
after such payment to the company as afore- 
said, shal] be applied and appropriated fur and 
towards paying and discharging some other of 
the present national debts. . 

‘66. That the sums unpaid, charged on the 
general mortgage, 1710, which is part of the 
company’s present funds, be paidout of the Ag- 
greyate Fund, to arise out of the savings of the 
several funds which shall be redeemed or re- 
duced this session. | 

“7, Thatall transfers of the company’s pre- 
sent and increased capital stock, shall be free 
and exempt from any further duties, than the 
transfers are at present subject to by parlia- 
ment; and that their present and increased 
capital and stock in trade, be exempt from dll 
taxes and impositions whatsoever. 

“8. The company dosubmit, that the said an- 
nual sum of 600,000/. for the said 12,000,000. 
and the said annual sum of 8,000/. may be re- 
deemable by parliament, upon a year’s notice 
to be given by authority of parliament, on any 
of the four usual quarterly feast ‘days, in the 
year, after the 24th of June 1725: and upon 
payment to the said governor and company 
of the said capital sum of 12,000,000%. and all 
arrears of the said annual sums of 600,000/. 
and 8,000/. 


é By order of the general court of the afore- 
said Governar and Company, May the 10th, 
4717. Joun Ury, Secretary.” | 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament assembled: The 
- Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England, being willing to contribute their 
assistance, in the proposed design of easing 
the National Debts, in euch manner as may 
be consistent with the support of Parlia- 

mentary credit, 

“ Humbly propose ; 

“ That the original fund-of 100,000! per an- 
sum, payable to the Bank in consideration of 
160,000/. advanced for the service of the go- 
wernment, remain secured to them te the 1st day 


\ 
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of August 1742, and a year’s notice, as it stands 
confirmed to them by several acts of partiae 
ment. ; : 

‘«‘ That they are content to accept an annuity 
of 88,1752. 7s. 104d. being after the rate of 
51. per cent. per annum, on the principal sem 
of 1,775,027¢. 17s. 10d. 4, in lieu of the present 
annuity of 106,501%. 13s. 5d. payable to the 
said governor and company out of the duties 
on houses, to commence from the 25th day of 
March 1718, subject to redemption by partia- 
ment, on twelve months notice, after the 25th 
day of March 1723, and repayment of the prin- 
cipal and all arrears of the said annuity. 

“ As to the Exchequer-bills, issued by virtue 
of several acts of parliament, and now standing 
out for 456,125/. principal money, or there- 
abouts. 

‘¢ The said governor and company are con- 
tent to accept an annuity, after the rate of 5/7. 
per cent. per annum, for the sum of 2,000,0002. 

art thereof to commence from the 29th day of 
ptember 1717, subject to redemption by 
parliament, on twelve months notice, after the 
29th day of September 1720, and repayment of 
the said 2,000,000/. and all arrears of, the an- 
nuity attending the same. 7 

‘‘ And to continue the circulating, and ex- 
changing for money, at demand, the remainger 
of the said bills, at the present allowance of 
3/. per cent. per annum. And are also con- 
tent, that the interest now payable on such 
bills, may be reduced to 1d, per cent. per diem, 
from and after the 29th day of September 
1717 ; and that the said interest may cease on 
any of the said bills, during the time that such 


-bills may lie in the exchequer, or in the hands 


of any public officers, provided that the ex- 


chequer-bills hereby proposed to be circulated. | 


and exchanged for money, or any of them, 
be not redeemable, but upon 12 months notice 
after the 29th day of September 1724, and re- 
payment of the principal and interest, and all 
arrears of the said allowance of 5/, per cent. 
per annum ; and that the allowances of 45,0001. 
per annum, and 8,000/. per annum, payable to. 
the said governor and company, by several 
acts of parliament, for making exchequer-bills 
specie, untilthe same should be reduced to 
1,900,0001. be continued to them until the 25th 
day of March 1718. | * 

« That no more exchequer-bills, or bills of. 
like nature, be issued without consent of the 
bank, yatil such redemption be made. 

‘‘ The said governor and company are willing 
to advance the sum of 2,500,000/. to the pub- 
lic, or-such part thereof as may be wanted, in 
order to peice the public funds, at such time 
and times, before the 25th of March 1718, 
and in such proportions as shall be found ne- 
cessary at an interest of 5/. per cent. per an- 
num, redeemable by parliament. 

“Provided that the five sevenths excise, 
house money, and duties of the aggregate 
fund, be settled to answer all these payments, 
with preference to all others, and that the cor- 
poration of the bank do contioue with aif its 


N 


\ 
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capacities, privileges, and advantages, (til all 
these redemptions are made. 

“And that.all such privileges and clauses 
as shall be thought necessary and reasonable, 
to enable the hank to perform the respective 
services preposed, be inserted in the bill co 
pass on this occasion, and that no farther du- 
ties or taxes may be laid on their present or in- 
' creased stock, nor on any transfer of the same, 
nor on any bonds or bills to be issued by the 
bank for the support of their credit. | 

“* Signed by the order of the governor and 
company of the bank of England. Jo. Ince, 
Secretary.” 

Debate on the said Proposals.) After the 
reading of these Proposals, _ 

Mr. Robert Walpole raised objections against 
them, particularly against that of the South-Sea 
Company. He was seconded by 

Mr. Hutcheson, who endeavoured to shew, 
‘Phat the nation would scarce gain this year 
100,000/. by that bargain ; a therefore he 
was for putting off this affair till the next ses- 
sion to give the comimunities time to make 
arate reasonable proposals. He was answer- 
oe oy 

Mr. Lowndes, member for St. Maw’s, and se- 
cretary tothe treasury, who said, He had much 
ade to find out the meaning of the member 
who spoke last ; that in the same speech he 
had advanced, That the nation would gain no- 
thing this year, and then owned that the nation 
. would gain 100,000/. . That supposing the gain 
to be no more than the last mentioned sum, 
yet the Proposal of the South-Sea Company 
was not to be rejected, since it would enable 
the nation to begin to reduce the public debts. 
That im case the proposals of the communities 
were not thought reasonable, nothing, in his 
opinion, could be more effectual to bring the 
communities to reason than a vote of that 
House; and therefore the Commons needed 
but declare their intentions, ‘and he did not 
doubt but the communities would comply there- 
with. 

After Mr. Hutcheson had replied something 
by way of explanation, 

Mr. Hungerford said, That for his own part, 
he ever was of opinion, that the parliamentary 
faith ought to be preserved untouched and in- 
violable; that by. keeping up the national 
credit, England was glutted with money, and 
was become the general bank of Europe, while 
most of the neighbouring states were reduced to 
streights, and wanted specie. That France had 
Jost ler credit, or rather never had any; and if 
there was any money in that kingdom, it was in 
the hands of the regent; for what purpose he could 
not tell. That though the parliamentary faith 
ought to remain inviolate, yet he did not doubt 
but the wisdom of the representatives of the 
wation could find legal ways to reduce the in- 
terest of public securities, since the partia- 
mentary faith consisted only in the securing the 
payment of the capital sums advanced by pri- 
vate persons for the use of the public. That 
he did not understand why the public should 


pay a higher interest than a private man. 
That he knew by experience, and in the course 
ofhis business, that money may be bad at 47, 
per, cent. on geod securities ; that there was on — 
the floor a member of the House who had lent 
him 20,000/, at that rate; and therefore it was 
to be hoped, that the communities, duly weighe 
ing all this, would offer to the House more reas 
sonable proposals. : 

Mr. John Smith backed Mr. Hungerford, 
and said, That one would have expected, that 
the communities and monied men, who, to 
make themselves popular, boast of their zeal 
for the present government, should on this oc- 
casion, have given convipcing proofs of it, by 
contributing more than they offered to do, to- 
wards reducing the public debts, and easing thé 
landed men, who for so many years have born 
the greatest part of the national burdens. 
That, in his opinion, it was of dangerous con- 
sequence to borrow money of the communities 
upon the foot of their proposals, since by the 
granting them a term of years, the parliament 
debarred themselves of the liberty of taxing 
public funds, which they hed a right to do, in 
case of extreme necessity, without violating the 
parliamentary faith. That, for bis own part, he 
thought the ceinmunities ought to be satisfied 
with one year’s notice ; but the season being so 
far advanced, that there could not be above 
five months before the next session, he was for 
putting off this business till yhen : and, in the 
mean time, the communities might maturely 
consider of it. Hereupon, 

Mr. Hopkins,* a person. extremely well con- 


a ee ee ae) 

* This wasthe Mr. Hopkins alluded to by 
Pope, in his Episde to lord Bathurst, an the 
Use of Riches : : 


<< P, What Riches give us let us then enquire ; 

‘‘ Meat, fire, and clothes. B. What more? P. . 
Meat, Clothes, and Fire. 

“© Is this too little?. would you more than [ive?. 

“ Alas! ’tis more than Turner finds they give. 
“ Alas! ’tis more than (all his visions past), 

¢ Unhappy Wharton, waking found at last! 

«© What can they give? todying Hopkins, heirs? __ 
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“¢ When Hopkins dies, a thousand lights atten 
“‘ The wretch, who living sav’d a candle’s end 
‘¢ Should’ring God’s altar, a vile image stands, - 
‘< Belies his features, nay extends his hands. 

‘“‘ That live-long wig which Gorgon’s self might 
“ Eternal buckle takes in Parian stone, [own | 
‘¢ Behold what blessings wealth to life can lend { 
‘¢ And see, what comfort it affords our end ! 


‘¢ He was a citizen, whose rapacity obtained 
him the name of Vulture Hopkins. He lived 
worthless, but died worth $00,000/. which he 
would give to no person living, but left it so as 
not to be inherited till after the second genera- 
tion. His counsel representing to him how many. 
years it must be before this could take effect, 
and that his money could only lie at interest alf 
that time, he expressed great joy thereat, and 
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versed in money-matters, and much concerned 
in the public funds, spoke in behalf of the com- 
munities, and said, in substance, That he had 
as great a regard to the. landed, as to the mo- 
nied interest; not only because he had, God, 
be thanked, some land of his own, but also be- 
cause he was satisfied that the landed and mo- 
nied jnterests are entirely the same, since the 
value of land rises or falls in proportion to 
the-plenty or scarcity of money. That in the 
course of business, it is usual for those who 
borrow, to propose some advantage to the 
lenders; but that on this occasion, the Com- 
munities were so far from getting any thing by 
advancing money tothe government, that on 
the contrary, they sacrificed their own interest 
to that of che public: That if the thing was 
rightly considered, it would be found, that the 
persons concerned in the South Sea Stock, by 
contenting themselves with an interest of 5/. 
per cent, instead of six, to which they are in- 
tituled by an act of parliament, did, in reality, 
lose 20/. in every 120/. sothat the company, by 
accepting the same annuity for twelve millions 
which they had before for ten, did in effect pre- 
sent the government with two millions, which 
being apples to the paying offthe Lotteries and 
other redeemable Funds, great advantages might 
thereby accrue tothe public. That he could 
not forbear taking notice of what had been sug- 
_ gested by some people without, That the interest 
of the public funds might be reduced at once 
by an act of parliament; but that he hoped no 
such thing was ever intended by any that sat in 
~ that House ; for, in his opinion, it could not be 
done without violating the parliamentary faith, 
and giving a dangerous wound to public credit. 
This speech was answered by 
Mr. Aislabie, who taok notice, * That of late 
years the Companies of monied men were grown 
so proud, as not only to treat familiarly with 
the parliament, but even to pretend to dictate 
_totbem ; that therefore it was high time to give 
them a check, and let them know, that the landed 
men, and their representatives, were masters 
of the main spring and stock of the wealth and 
atrength of the kingdom: and concluded, for 
potting off this business until the next session.” 
ereupon, 
Colonel Martin Bladen*, Comptroller of 
the Mint, shewed how dangerous it was to delay 
an affair of so great importance, and he was 


said, “ They would be as long in spending, 
as he had been in getting it.” But the Chan- 
cery afterwards set aside the will and gave it to 
the heir at law.” Pope’s Works, vol. 3, p. 284, 
Bowles’s Edit. 1806. 

* “ Colonel Martin Bladen was a man of 
some literature, and translated’ Cesar’s Com- 
mentaries. He was uncle to my dear and la- 
mented friend, Mr. William Collins the poet, to 
whom he left an estate, which he did not get 
possession. of till his faculties were deranged 
_ and hecould not enjoy it. J remember Collins 

told me that Bladen had given to Voltaire ajl that 
account of Camoens inserted in his Essay on 


backed by sir Fisher Tench, member for South- 
wark, On the other hand, ° 


Mr. Pulteney said, Hedid not know what — 


private advantage some persons might have in 
accepting the Proposal of the South Sea Com- 
pany; but that, in his opinion, no term of 
years ought to be granted, or, at most, not above 
three years, 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope, being sensible that 
the opposition made against the Propesals of 
the Communities, and the reflection of private 
advantage, were chiefly levelled against bim, 
thought fit to vindicate himself: ‘ He ingenu- 
ously owned his incapacity for the affairs of the 
Treasury, which were so remote from his studies 
and inclination, that therefore he would fain 
have kept the employment he had before, which 
was both more easy, and more profitable to 
him ; but thathe thought it his duty to obey 
the king’s commands. That, however, he 
would endeavour to make up, by application, 
honesty, and disinterestedness, what he wanted 
in abilities and experience. That he would 
content himself with the salary and lawful per- 
quisites of his office ; and though he had quitted 
a better place, he would not quarter himself 
upon any body to make it up: that he bad no 
brothers, nor other relations, to provide for: 
and that, upon his firstentering into the Trea- 
sury, he had made a standing order against 
the late practice of granting Reversions of 
Places.” | 

Mr. Robert Walpole, who thought himself re- 
flected on in what Mi. Secretary Stanhope had 
said, replied with great warmth, complaining of 
breach of friendship, and betraying private 
conversation. He frankly owned, That while 
he was in employment, he had endeavoured to 
serve his friends and relations ; than which, in 
his opinion, nothing was more reasonable, or 
more just: That asto the granting reversions, 
he was willing to acquaint the house with the 
meaning of it: That he had no objections against 
the German ministers, whom his majesty 
brought with him from Hanover, and who, as 
far as He had observed, had all along behaved 
themselves like men of honour ; but that there 
was a mean fellow,* of what nation he could 
not tell, who touk upon him to dispose of em- 
ployments ; that this man having obtained the 
grant of a Reversion, designed for his son, Mr. 
Walpole thought it too good for him, and 
therefore kept it for his own son. That shere- 
upon that foreigner was so saucy as to demand 
of him the sum of 2,500/. under pretence, that 
he had been offered so much for the said Re- 
version; but that he was wiser than to com- 
ply with his demand. And that one of the 
chief reasons that made him resign his places, 
was, because he would not connive at some 
things that were carrying on. 


the Epic Poets of all Nations ; and that Voltaire 
seemed before intirely ignorant of the name 
and character of Camdens.” Dr. Joseph 
Warton. Note to Dunciad, b. 4, |. 560. 

* Alluding to Robethon, 
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Mr. Secretary Stanhope answered. Mr. 
Walpole replied; and some hard expres- 
sions having escaped them in the heat of the 
dispute, 

Mr. Hungerford endeavoured to puta stop 
to it. Iam sorry, said he, to see these two 
great inen fall foul on one another ; however, 
in my opinion, we must still look upon them as 
patriots, and fathers of their country; and 
since they have, by mischance, discovered their 
nakedness, we ought, according to the custom 
of the East, as the Scripture tells us, cover it by 
turning our back upon them. He added, that 
this unlucky accident had, however, produced 
some good, in that it had revealed a piece.of 
secret history, viz. the scandalous practice of 
selling places and reversions ; and therefore he 
moved, That the honourable member who made 
the discovery, might be called upon to name 
the person. Nobody seconding this motion, 

Sir Joseph Jekyll brought back the attention 
of the assembly to the business under consider- 
ation, and shewed:the danger of putting off till 
the next winter, the conclusion of an affair of 
$0 great consequence. He was backed by’ 

Mr. Aislabie, who said, That as he never de- 
signed, so he would not be thought to oppose 
any thing that earried the face of public good ; 
and therefore he was for granting to the South 


Sea Company the term of years that had been 


mentioned, viz. six years, and a year’s notice. 


The question being put thereupon, it was 
carried without dividing. The Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Boscawen acted the 


part of a common friend, between Mr. Secretary. 


Stanhope and Mr. Walpole, saying, That it was 
melancholy to see that any difference should 
happen between those two worthy members, 
‘unbecoming theirown characters, and the dig- 
nity of that assembly ; but tbat it would still be 
a greater misfortune, if they should go out with 
‘ any resentment; and therefore he moved, That 
. the House would lay their commands upon them 
that no farther notice be taken of what had 
passed. Mr. Methuen seconded Mr. Boscawen, 
whose motion being unanimously agreed to, the 
Speaker put it immediately in execution. 


The Earl of Oxford’s Petition to be tried.] 
May 22. The earl of Oxford presented a Pe- 
tition to the House of Lords, setting forth: 
“ That Articles of Impeachment were brought 
up by the House of Commons against him, the 
9th of July 1715, at which time he was com- 

_ mitred ; and on the 2nd of August additional 
Articles were brought up; and the Srd of Sept. 
' the petitioner’s Answer was delivered ; and on 
the 19th of Sept. the Commons joined issue, by 
Replication ; and, after several adjournments, 
the parliament re-assembled on the 9th of Jan. 


1716, and continued sitting until the 26th of 


June 1716; upon.which day his majesty was 
pleased to put an end to that session of parlia- 
ment, by a prorogation; and on the 20th of 
February last his majesty opened this present 
eession ; and the Petitioner has remained a pri- 
soner since the said 9th of July 1715;” and 


praying, “That this House will take the 
circumstances of his case into their considera- 
tion ; being assured that their lordships will de- 
termine thereupon according to the rules of 


gustice and course of parliament, and that it 


was not their intention that his confinement 
should be indefinite.” 


Debate whether the Earl’s Impeachment wae 
superseded by a Prorogation.] The lord Tre- 
vor, who presented the above Petition, spoke 
in the earl’s behalf, and was seconded by the 
duke of Buckingham, lord Harcourt, the earls 
of Nottingham and Abingdon, and lord North 
and Grey. It was suggested, That the Im- 
peachment was determined by the intervening 
Prorogation of the parliament; which being op- 
posed by lord Coningsby, a Committee was ap- 
pointed to search precedents. - 

May 25th, lord Trevor made his Report from 
the said Committee, upon which the question 
was put, Whether the earl of Oxford’s Impeache 
ment was determined by the intervening Pros - 
rogation? The dukes of Buckingham and Ar- — 
gyle, the earlsof Nottingham, Abingdon, Ayles- - 
ford, and Ilay, lord North and Grey, were for 
the affirmative: but the earl of Sunderland and 
lord Coningsby maintained the negative ; and 
the lords Harcourt and Trevor being of this lass 
opinion, the question was carried in the negae 
tive by 87 vuices against 45: 


Protest on that epersan Thereupon th 


‘following Protest was ente 


“ Dissentient’. | 

1. ‘* Because there seems to be‘no difference’ 
in law between a Prorogation and a Dissolu- 
tion of a parliament, which, in constant prac- 
tice, have had the sume effect as to determina- 
tion, both of judicial and legislative proceed- 
ings; and consequently this Vote may tend to . 
weaken the Resolution of this House, May 22, 
1685*, which was founded upon the law and 
practice of parliament in all ages, without one 
precedent to the contrary, except in cases 
which happened after the Order made the 19th 
of March, 1678, which was-reversed and an~ 
nulled in 1685; and in pursuance hereof, tha 
earl of Salisbury was discharged in 1690. — 

2. ** Because this can never be extended to 
any but peers, for by the statute 4 Edward 8, 
no Commoner can be impeached for any capi- 
tal erime; and it is bard to conceive, why the 
peers should be distinguished and deprived of 
the benefit of all the laws of liberty, to which 
the meanest commoner in Britain is intitled g 
and this seems the more extraordinary, because | 
it is done unasked of the Commons; who, as is 
conceived, never can ask it with any colour of 
law, precedent, reason or justice. (Signed) 
Nottingham, F. Roffen’, North and Grey, 
Bathurst, Abingdon, Mansell, Hay, Guilford, 
Dartmouth, Foley, Bruce.” ? 


After this, the duke of Buckingham moved 
for fixing a day for the Trial of the said earl ; 
Heenan enn  eeee ae nea erate tne atninenaen aetna aia aaa aaaaanaaanaaaataate, 


* See vol. 4, p. 1949. - 
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epen which a Committee was appointed to! peer ought not to bring in a motion made be- 


search the Journats of the House for precedents | 
of the Lords proceedings in the like cases, 


Debate on a Motion for firing a day for the 
Trial of the karl of ree May 27. The 
lord Trevor, from the Lords Committees, made 
a Report, containing several Precedents from 
the year 1666 to 1716, of the Lords appointing 
the day of Trial upon Impeachments of the 
House of Commons. The clerk having read the 
said Report a second time, 

The Duke of Buckingham made a speech, 
wherein, among other things, his grace repre- 
sented, That it concerned the whole peerage 
ef Great Britain, to put a speedy end to this 
affair, because the peers are chiefly liable to 
‘ presecutions of this nature. That he would not 
enter either inty the merits of the cause, or into 
the reasons which the Commons had for not 
- prosecuting their Impeachment; but that it was 

certain, that the peer who occasioned this de- 
bate, had been confined about two years; that 
unless this House interposed, his imprisonment 
might become perpetual; and therefore, since 
it appeared by so great a number of precedents 
as fad been laid before them, that the peers 
have an uncontested right to appoint the day of 
Trial, they ought, in his opinion, to make use of 
that right on this occasion. That he doubted 
not but all the members of that asseinbly would 
readily agree with him as to ‘the thing itself; 
and if there were any difference of opimons 
amongst them, it would be astotheday. That 
considering the advanced season of the year, 
. and the approach of summer, which rendered 
the being. in town very disagreeable and incom- 
modious, he thought not only both houses of 
' parliament, but the king himself, would be glad 
of @ recess, to enjoy the country air; and there- 
” fere he was for appointing a short day, and 
named the 6th of June following. : 
_ The Lord Ferrers seconded the duke of Buck- 
' Ingham ; but 
_ The Easl of Sunderland answered, That no 
man had a greater regard to the privileges of 
tha peerage, ar would do more to maintain them 
than himself: that he had a hearty concern for 
the sufferings of those who have the misfortune 
te lie under Impeacbments: that he had al- 
ready complained, in the oase of the earl of 
Stragard, the delays of the Commons in these 
prosecutions, because he. thought the whole 
peerage concerned therein: but that there might 
@ just reasons for these delays; and therefore, 
ta preserve a goad correspondence between the 
two Houses, he was either for sending a Mes- 
gage to the Commons, to. know whether they 
were ready for the Trial of the earl. af Oxford, 
os ta fix the 13th of June for the said Trial. 
The Lord Townshend said, That the Sature 
day before, when another question relating to 
this affair, was under debate, the House seemed 
inclined to appoint a short day; that a noble 
Jord had made 2 motion for it; and-so he was 
fdr the 6th of June. . 
The Duke of Buskingkam said, That noble 


tH after they 


fore, as an instance of the sense and inclination 
of the House; urging, That a motion is nothi 
of itself, unless it be seconded, and afterwards 
confirmed by a vote; but that any member of 
that assembly, was at liberty to name what day 
he pleased. After this 

The Lord Coningsby made speech, import- 
ing, That it appeared, indeed, by the Report 
of the Committee, that, in cases of Impeach- 
ments, the Lords have the right to appoint the 
day of Trial; but that #¢ appeared, at the same 
time, that sane had seldom exercised that right, 

ad been acquainted by the Com- 

mons, that they were ready for theTrial. That 
if the peers acted otherwise en this occasion, 18 
might create a misunderstanding between both 
Houses, which might be attended with dangerous 
consequences. That the instance of the four 
peers who were impeached towards the end of 
the late king \William’s reign, which was much 
insisted on, was an odious precedent, and sucly 
as, he hoped, would not be followed at this 
time, That therefore, before they proceeded 
farther they should send a Message tv the Core 
mons, to give them notice to prepare for the 
Trial of the earl of Oxford; and then, upen 
their Answer, the peers might determine what 
they should think proper. Urging, that this 
method appeared the mote reasonable, because 
several accidents had intervened, whieh had- ine 
terrupted the proceedings of the Commons, and 
in particular, the prorogation of the parlia- 
ment, That he would charge no body with 


‘such a design; but that he could not forbear 


saying, that the said prorogation seemed to 
have no other view, than to screen great of- 
fenders from the justice of the nation; and that 
this was the more apparent, from the great 
struggle there was in that House, the Saturday 


, before, to procure a vote, That the Impeach- 


en 


ments were superseded by the prorogation. 
That this, however, was certaitf, that the Com-~ 
mons had thereby lost the living evidence they 
had in their hands; one Prior, one Harley, &c. 
having been. set at liberty by the prorogation.- 
Several peers seemed offended at his lord- 
ship’s nanung persons in that manner; and 
Fhe Lord Nerth and Grey said therespon, 
Fhat that noble lord had been so long among 
the Commons, that he appeared to be very well 
acquainted with, and much concerned: for their 
privileges; but that he must give leave-ta those 
who were born peers, to take care of their own. 
That the greatest prerogative of the peers was 
to be the supreme court of judicature; and as 
they were the dernier resort of justice, so he 
doubted not but they would evet make justice 
the standard of their proceedings. That the 


whole peerage was concerned in the earl of Ox- . 
olnt | 


ford’s case; and therefore he was for 
ing the short day that had been named for his 
Trial. : 


The Duke of Buckingham, who backed this - 


speech, animadverted upon: what lord Conings 
ae about the prorogatiun, saying; 
t sick ap insinaation was arraigning the 

4 
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royal prerogative of proroguing and dissolving 
parliaments, whenever the crown thinks it con- 
‘venient, or the king’s privy council, who might 
advise the exercise of the said prerogative. — 

The Lord Harcourt having shewed the ne- 
sesssity of putting an end to this affair, said, 
They ought, in his opinion, to give the Com- 
mons a longer day than had yet been proposed ; 
that on this occasion, they ought to proceed ac- 
eording to the rules of equity and justice, and 
even of the inferior courts, who, the longer a 
cause had been suspended, by unforeseen inter- 
' ruptions, allowed the mare time to. the counsel 
to prepare for trial, That it was his gpinion, 
that the longer day, provided it were peremp- 
tory, was the shortest way to make an end of 
‘this business ; for if they appointed a short 
day, the same might occasion disputes between 
the two Houses, which would take up a great 
deal of time: That it was to be hoped, that if 
the peers ‘allowed a reasonable ume for the 
Trial, the same would not be prevented by a 
prorogation; especially considering, how long 
the peer who lay under an Impeachment, had 
heen confined. | | 

The Duke of Buckinghum said: thereupon, 
That he did not understand the paradox that 
Was just now advanced, viz. That the longest day 
was the shortest way to come to a determination 
of this affair: that let the peers appoint what 
day they think fit, yet the Commons have still 
aright to demand more time, nor can the 
‘Lords, in justice, deny it, if the Commons 
shew just reasons for their demand. And as 
for the prorogation, which it was apprehended 
might prevent the Trial, the same entirely de- 
pended on the royal prerogative; and if such a 
thing should happen, nobody could say any 
thing to it; concluding, that whatever he -had 
 gaidon this occasion, was merely out of regard 
‘ topublic justice, and to the prerogatives of the 
peerage: fur, he hoped, no body would suspect 
him of partiality to the lord who occasidned 
thisdebate. 


The 13th of June appointed for the Trial of 
the Earl of a hetae | 
put That the 6th of June be appointed for the 

rial of the earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer ; 
it was carried in the negative by 85 votes 
against 44. Then it was resolved, without di- 
widing, that the 18th of June be appointed ; 
anda message was immediately sent to the 
Commons to acquaint them therewith, __ 


May 30. The Commons having taken the 
said Message into consideration, appointed a 
Committee to consider of theState of the Im- 

achment against the said earl, Several mem- 
hers of the Secret Committee, who first pushed 
gn that prosecution, being called up to the 
‘House of Peers, as sir Richard Onslow, the 
lord Coningsby, and. sir Robert Marsham; 
game absent, and others grown remiss ‘and in- 
different in the matter, it was theught proper 
to supply those defects, by adding to the re- 
maiming members of the said Secret Com- 
mittee, Mr. Carter, sir Williams Thompson, 

Vou. VII. | 


Then the question being p 


ever, the effect the court-party expected, which 


~ 
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ser}. Birch, ser]. Pengelly, serj. Reynolds, and 
Mr. Guidott. And it was ordered, That the . 
said Committee have power to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records, and to adjourn 
to such times and places as they should think fit. 


Dr. Snape has the Thanks of the House for 
his Sermon.| The same day, sir William Wynd+ _ - ) 
ham moved, That the Thanks of the House be 
given to Dr. Snape, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this House the day before, at 
St. Margaret’s Westminster, and that he be de- 
sired to print the same. He was seconded by 
Mr. Shippen, and opposed bythe same party 
who had opposed the doctor’s preaching, but 
the question being put, was carried in the affr- 
mative by 86 voices against 70. ° 

June 8; The Secret Committee met for the first 
time, and chose Mr. Carter for their Chairman, 
in the room of Mr. Walpole, who absented 
himself; and general Stanhope happening at 
this time to beindisposed, the Committee met 
several times without being able to do any -busi- 
ness. This was the reason why four other per- 
sons were added tothe rest, viz. Mr. Addison, 
Mr. Craggs, jun. sir Nathaniel Mead and Mr. 
Jessop. = 


Debate on the Affair of the 6,000 Dutch: 


~ 


Troops.| June 4. The House, according to 


order, was to resolve itself into a Committee 
of the whole House, to take into consideration 


the several papers relating to the Charge of 


Transportation of the Dutch Troops, to and 
from Great Britain ; and likewise the Papers — 
relating to the contingencies and extraordinaries 
for services performed in North Britain dur- 
ing the Rebellion *; but the courtiers observing, 


that the Tory-party, now strongly reinforced 


by the discontented Whigs, had the majority,a — 
motion was made, That the -ingrossed Malt- 
Bill be read a third. time.. This motion being 
contrary to order, was opposed, not only by all 
the Tories, but alsc by many of the court-party, 
who were not In. the secret of it; so that after 
a debate of about an hour the question - being. 
ut was carried in the negative by a vast mae. 
jority. This preliminary skirmish had, bow- 


was only to give time to their absent friends to 
come to the House. In the mean while, the 
court-party having proposed Mr. Farrer to be 


* ‘ Tn order to pass a censure on lord Cado- 
gan, Mr. Pulteney acquainted the Cammans, 
that he was apprehensive of some misma- — 
nagements and embezzlement of public monies 
in relation to the six thousand Dutch troops, 
and the servicein North Brifain. Upon this’ 
it was resolved ‘to address for an account of 
the money given for the pay and transportation 
of these forces, and of the distribution of the 
extraordinaries and contingencies for service . 
performed in Scotland, during the Rebellion. 
But, after all the inguiry into the affair by Mr. 
Pulteney, Mr. Walpole, and others, nothing — 
material was found against the lord Cadogan.” . 
Tindal. : 

2H 


‘ 
t 


- cordingly placed in the chair. . 


Pd 
( 


- 
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chairman of the grand committee, Mr, Walpole 
put up Mr. Edgcombe in opposition to him ; and 
the former doubting their strength, chose 
rather to yield, than tu run the hazard of a dis- 
appointment; so that Mr. Edgcombe was ac- 
This done, the 
Clerk proceeded to the reading of the Papers, 
that had been laid before the House, relating to 
the transportation of the Dutch forces, after 
the reading of which, 

Mr. Pulteney made a speech, wherein he 
shewed, That there had been great sums of 
money embezzled in this Expedition; that 
he could not fix the fraud upon any body; but 
that it plainly appeared, that the sum of up- 
wards of 2,000. was twice charged for the 
same service, viz. for transporting the Dutch 
Forces into Great Britain. This was answer- 


edb - 

Mr ~-Craggs, who, in particular shewed the 
reason, why the respective sums of 2,045/. and 
2,061/. were charged for Transports. On the 
other hand, lieutenant general Macartney, 
who had assisted the lord Cadogan in taking 
care of the marching. and embarkation of the 
Dutch Troops, being examined at the bar, 
vouched several particulars relating to the pro- 
Visions and transports. But nevertheless, Mr. 
Robert Walpole, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Smith, 
maintsined Mr. Pulteney’s assertion, with a 
gréat deal of warmth, and made severe re- 
flections on the persons employed in bringing 
over the Dutch Troops. On the contrary, Mr. 
Lechmere, gen. Stanhope, Mr. Hampden, 
sir William Thompson, and Mr. Aislabie, spoke 
in vindication of the lord Cadogan. 

Mr. Robert Walpole supported Mr. Pulte- 


_ mey’s charge with much vehemence, and at two 


diffgxent times, spoke near the space of two 
hours, and strained his voice to that degree, 
that he was. taken with a violent bleeding at 
the nose, which obliged him to go out of the 
House ; but came back before the question was 

ut. The main stress of bis reasoning was, 

bat by the papers that had been read, there 
was.an apparent fraud ; though he could not 
say, but that it might afterwards appear other- 
wise; and he could not tell, but that the lord 
Cadogan might produce other evidence to prove 


his innocence. 


li took notice of the inconsis- 


Sir Joseph Je 
alpole’s argument; for if the 


tency of Mr. 


‘fraud was apparent, it was consequently real; 
‘and if such, it was impossible to appear other- 
‘wise, and consequently for the person on whom 


the fraud was laid, to prove himself innocent; 
but that, in bis opinion, neither was there any 
apparent fraud, nor, if there were, could it, 
with any justice or equity, be charged on the 
lord Cadogan, who, in all this affair, acted only 
as a public minister, and not either as a com- 
mander, or an agent; eoncluding with some 
praises on his lordship, who in military affairs, 


~ held the secondrank, next to that Great Man 


to whom every body allowed the first. ° 
- Mr. Lechmere likewise distinguished bimself 
on this occasion; and urged, That this enquiry 


was altogether frivolous and groundless: that 
as it was the result of party pique and malice, 
so it had no other view than to blacken and 
asperse a pemr whose greatest crime was, 
that he had real bright qualities, that drowned 
the tinsel merit of others. That this enquiry 
was of the same nature with those that had 
formerly been set on foot against the duke of 
Marlborough, the lord Townshend, and an ho- 
nourable member of that House; and he 
hoped, would have the same end. That it 
looked very strange, that the persons who now 
appeared the hottest in this enquiry, should 
have been silent about these pretended frauds- 
while they were in place: but that it was still 
more surprising to hear them exclaifn, with so 
much rancour and bitterness, against a noble 
lord, of whom they had been heard to say, 
That the speedy suppressing of the Rebellion 
in Scotland, was, under God, owing to his ac- 
tivity and indefatigableness; and that if ano- 
ther general had had the management of that 
affair, he would have made it a ten years’ war. 

Mr. Hungerford spoke in favour of the lord 
Cadogan, and said, He wondered there was so 
much noise made about a Dutch reckoning ; 
that by all that had been laid before them, the 
lord Cadogan appeared very innocent; and 
therefore he thought he deserved rather the 
praise, than the censure of the House. 


After both parties had maintained the con 
flict till near eight in the evening, Mr. Secre- 
tary Stanhope, in order to let the business drop, 
moved, That the chairman leave the chair: 
Which, upon the question being put, was car- 
ried in the affirmative by 204 against 194.* 


Farther Proposal from the Bank of Eng-. 
land.} June 5. Mr. Farrer reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, for raising a 
Supply, That the Bank of England had aid 
before them another Proposal, as follows: 


“To the honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament assembled. 


‘¢ The governor and company of the Ban’ 
of England, having understood the Resolutions 
of this honourable House, in a Committee of 
Ways and Means, on the 22nd and 24th of this. 
instant May; and having observed the several 
particulars wherein the said Resolutions do 


* «This was looked upon as a great victory 
on the court side; for, had the Tories and 
their ‘new allies,’ as Mr. Shippen called 
them, gaincd their point, it was apprehended, 
that they designed, not only to have passed a 
censure on lord Cadogun, but also.to have 
carried the inquiry further, that they might 
have an opportunity of returning thanks to the 
‘duke of Argyle, his rival in the business of 
Scotland. Most of the Scots members voted 
for lord Cadogan ; but, though Mr. Hungerford 
spoke in his favour, ~et be voted witb his ene- 
mies; and the ler: Finch and sir Thomas 
pee were absent from the House that day.” 

indal. 


' 
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differ from the Proposal laid before this ho- 
nourable House by the said governor and com- 
pany, on the 17th of this month ; do consent to 
the several Alterations; except, | 

“< That, in consideration of their past ser- 
vices; the many diificulties they have struggled 
with, in supporting public credit; their chear- 
ful concurrence in redeeming their own funds ; 
and their assistance in discharging other debts 
of he nation; . | 

“They do humbly insist, That they may 
have as toiig a term of time allowed them for 


, the future redemption of: their funds, as shall 


be granted to any other corporation this ses- 
sion of parliament: - | 

“¢ And that the Annuities, to be established 
for paying off the Lotteries, and other/redeem- 
able funds, may be made transferable, and 
payable, in the Bank; which service the. said 


‘governor and company are willing to under- 


take, without any charge to the public, other 
than salary for cierks, and fees in passing the 
accounts: and that all such privileges and 
clauses, as shall be thought necessary and rea- 
sonable, to enable the Bank to perform the re- 
spéctive services proposed, be inserted in the 
Bill to pass on this occasioa ; and that no fur- 
ther duties or taxes may be laid on their pre- 
sent or increased stock ; nor on any transfer of 
the same ;_ nor on any bonds or bills to be is- 
sued by the Bank for support of their credit. 
‘‘ Signed, by order of the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of England, 
Jo. Ince, Secretary.” 


“ To the honourable .the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament assembled. 


“ Whereas the governor and company of the 
Bank of England did, by a Proposal delivered 
to this honourable House, in a Committee on 
Waysand Means, the 31st of May last, amongst 
other things, insist to have as long a term of 
time allowed them for the future redemption 
of their funds, as should be granted to any. 
other corporation this session of parliament : 

‘The said governor and company, havin 
taken the said paragraph in their said Propos: 
into further consideration, do submit themselves,. 
in that particular, to the Resolutions of the 


a honourable Committee, of the 24th of May last: 


Lut they humbly insist, 

‘¢ That the Annuities, to be established for 
paying off the Lotteries, and other redeemable 
funds, may be made transferable, and payable, 
in the Bank; which service the said governor 
‘and company are willing to undertake, without 
any charge ‘to the public, other than salary for 
clerks, and fees in passing the accounts: ~ 

“ And that ‘all such privileges and clauses, 
as shall be thought necessary and reasonable 
to enable the Bank to, perform the respective 
services proposed, be inserted in the Bill to 
_ pass on this occasion ; and that no further da- 

ties or taxes may be laid on their present or 
encreased stock; nor on any transfer of the 
same; nor on any bonds or bills to be issued 


_ by the Bank, for support of their credit, 
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“ By order of the governor and company of ; 


‘the Bank of England, 


Resolutions respecting the Proposals of the 
South Sea Company and the Bank of England.) 
June 6. Mr. Farrer reported from ‘the Com- 


mittee of the whole House on the Supply, the 


Jo. Incr, Secretary.” 


-Resolutions of the said Committee, which were - 


as follow : 


“41. That the present annual sums of 
600,000/. and 8,0002. payable to the South Sea 
Company, be continued tn them, for and in re- 
spect of their capital stock of ten millions, 

‘until the 24th day of June, 1718, inclusive. 

‘2, That, from and after the said 24th day 
of June, 1718, there be payable to the said 
company, by weekly payments, an annual sum 
of 500,000/.; being after the rate of five 

pounds per cent. per annum, for the said ten 
millions ; together with their present allowance 
of 8,000/. per annum, to be continued until 
redeemed by parliament. ©: | 

“ 3. That the present duties and revenues, 
chargeabJe with the payment of the present 


- annual sums of 600,000. ahd 8,000. shall be 


continued, and made the fund for, and charge- 
able with the payment of, the said annuities of 
500,000/. and 8,000/. as the same shall become: 
due and payable. to the company; and with 
all arrears thereof incurred, and to be in- 
curred ; and that the surplus of all the duties 
and revenues, after such payment to the com- 
pany, as aforesaid, shall attend the further dis- 
position of parliament, — ve ore 
“ -6¢ 4, That the said annual sums of 500,000/. 
and 8,000/. be made redeemable by parlia- 
ment, upon a year’s notice to be given by au- 
thority of parliament, on any of the four usual 
feast days in the year after the 24th day of 
June,.1723; and upon payment to the said 
company of the said sum of ten millions, and 
all arrears of the said annual sum of 500,000/. 


and 8,000. =| 


“5, That all transfers of the said Company’s — 


steck shall be freeand exempt from any fusther 
‘duties than the transfers are at preserit subject 
to by parliament; and that their capital, and 
stock in trade, be exempt from all taxes and 
impositions whatsoever. a 2 

“6, That the said Company be obliged to 
advance such further sums, not exceeding two 
millions, as the Commissioners of the Treasury 
shall call for, at any time or times before the 
24th of December, 1717, at an ‘interest not. 
exceeding 5/. per cent. per ansum, redeemable 
by parliament; and that the monies so called 
for, if any, be applied for or towards redemp- 


| tion of the principal and interest charged on 


the four Lottery-Acts of 1711 and 1712; and 
of the annuities of S/. per cent. per annum, 
charged on the hereditary excise; and that 


the said rate of 5/. per cent. per annum, to be 


paid to the said Company for the-farther sums 
30 to be advanced, be secured as well upon the 
surplus of the said duties and revenues to 


arise over and above the said annuities, paya- 


ble for the said ten millions; as also upom the 


\ 


‘ 


471) PARL. HISTORY, 3 Groncr 1; 1717.—Resolutions respecting the Proposals [472 


~ duties and revenues to be redeemed with the 
said sums, ndt exceeding two millions, to be 
further advanced, as aforesaid. 

‘¢7. That the annual fund of 106,501/. 13s. 5d. 

per annum, payable to the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of England, out of the duties 
on Houses, shall be continued to them to the 
24th ot June 1718. 
' 8, That an annuity of 88,7511. 7s. 104d. 
being after the rate of 5/. per cent. per annum. 
on the principal sum of 1,775,0271. 17s. 103d. 
due to the governor and company ofthe Bank 
of England, in lieu of their present annuity of 
106,501/. 18s. 5d. per annum, out of the duties 
on houses, be secured to the said company, 
from the 24th of June 1718 ; redeemable by 
parliament, on 12 months notice after the said 
24th of June 1718. 

9, That the present allowances to the said 

governor and company of the Bank of England, 

ayable to them forcirculating, and exchang- 
ing forready money, the principal sum of 
4 561,025/. be continued to them until the 
25th of December 1717. 

‘10. That an annuity of 100,000/. being after 
the rate of 5/. per cent. per annum on the sum 
of 200,000/. be secured to the said governor 
and company of the Bank of England, in con- 
sideration of their undertakivg to deliver up as 
many of the present Exchequer Bills as_ shall 
amount to the sum of 2,000,000/, to be cancelled; 
and that the same annuity of 100,000/. do 
commence from the 25th of December 1717, 
redeemable by parliament, on 12 months notice, 
after the said 25th of December 1717, am re- 
payment ofthe said 2,000,000/. and all arrears 
of the said annuity attending the same. 

“11. That for undertaking to circulate, and 
exchange for ready money, at demand, the re- 
mainder, computed to amount to 2,561,025/. 
or thereabouts, of the said present Exchequer 


Bills, the allowance of 3/. per cent. per annum: 


be continued and secured, to the said governor 
and compaay of the Bank of England; and 
that the interest, now payable on the said re- 
maining bilis, be reduced to one penny per 
cent. per diem, from and after the 25th of De- 
cember 1717 ; and that such interest, running 
on any of the same bills, during the time they 
shall lie in the exchequer, or in the hands of 
any public officers, be saved to the public: 
and that the said exchequer bills, so to be cir- 
culated and exchanged, be redeemable, upon 
a@ year's notice, after the 29th of September 
1717. 

«12. That no more exchequer bills, or bills 
of the like nature, be issued, without consent 
of the Bank, until such redemption be made. 

“ 13. That the said governor and company 
of the Bank of England be obliged to advance 
to the public such further sums, not exceeding 
2,500,000/, as the commissioners of the trea- 
sury, or high treasurer, for the time being, shall 
call for, at any time or times, before the 25th 
of March 1718, at an interest of 5/. per cent. 
per annum, redeemable by parliament. 

“14. That the House money, and duties of 


se 


the Aggregate Fund, be settled to auswer alf 
the said payments to the ‘said governor and 
company of the Bank of England, with pre- 
ference to all others. © 

‘615. That the Annuities to be established 
for paying off the four Lotteries of 1711 and 
1712, and the Bankers Debt, be made trans- 
ferrable, and payabje at the Bank. 

‘+ 16. That the duty of 6d. on 40 ells of 
British linen exported be taken off. 

‘617. That the duties upon Linseed ime 
ported into this kingdom be taken off.” 

The first six of the said Resolutions, relatin 
to the South Sea company, were postpon 
and the rest of the said Resolutions were agreed 
unto by the House. After which it was or- 
dered, That it be an instruction to the gentle- 
men who are ordered to bringin 4 Bill or 
Bills upon the Resolutions reported from the 
committee of the whole House, to whoin it was 
referred to consider of the State of the Nation, 
in relation to the National Debt, which were 


agreed to by the House on the 93d of March ~ 


last, that they do bring in a Bill or Bills pur- 
suant to the Resolutions this day reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Méans, and 
agreed unto by the House; and that Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Wallop, Mr. Baily, 
Mr. Micklethwaite, and Mr Lechmere be 
added tothe gentlemen appointed to bring in 


the said hill or bills.—Then a motion being. 


made, and the question being put, that the 
further consideration of the said postponed 
Resolutions be adjourned, it passed in the ne- 
gative: And thereupon the House resumed 

the consideration of the postponed Resolutions, 
and they were agreed unto by the House. 
After this it was ordered, That it be an instruc-- 
tion to the gentlemen who were ordered to 
bring in a bill or bills upen the said Resolutions 

of the 23d of March, and the Resolutions re- 

ported from the Committee of Waysand Means, 

and (as before mentioned) agreed unto by the 

House this day, that they do bring in a bill 

upon the said six Resolutions, relating to the 

South Sea company, which were postponed, 

and are since agreed unto. Also ordered, That 

it be an instruction to the gentlemen who ere to 

bring in the said bill, that they do therein pro- 

vide, that atter the 24th of June, 17923, the. 
principal money due to tbe South Sea company 

Shall be redeemable by payments of not less 

than 1,000,000/. at a time.* 


* 6 The Proposals of the Bank and South 
Sea being agreed to, three Bills were brouglit 
in, upon the Resolutions that had been made, 
in relation to the Public Debts, and all three 
passed into laws; namely, the General Fund 
Act , the Bank Act, and the South Sea Act. 

“‘ The General Fund Act recites the several 


acts of parliament for sears the four Lot- - 


teries of the 9th and 10th years of queen Anne, 
the terms of years for which those revenues 
were granted, and states the annual produce of 
the several funds : namely, 135,000/. 186,6702, 
168,0037. 168,003/. which, together With the 
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Jutie 7, The Lords took into consideration 
the petition of the earl of Oxford, presented 
the day before, praying, “ That the counsel 
formerly allowed him by their lordships, might 


nn 
banker’s debt, 39,855/. 15s. 7d. 1-5th, and 

another small sum of about 27,3172. 11s. Sd. 
amounting in all to 724,849/. 6s. 10d. 1-5th, 
which is the General Fund, the deficiency 
whereof is to be made good annually, out of 
the first aids granted by parliament. And to 
the end that a sure and sufficient security may 
be settled for the regular payment of all such 
anniities, as shall be payable by this act; all 
the duties and the revenues, mentioned therein, 
shall continue for ever. With a proviso, that 
the revenues, by this act made perpetual, shall 
be subject to redemption, Proprietors, who 
are willing to accept 5/. per cent. redeemable 
annuities, in lieu of their Lottery orders, shall 
signify their option by subscribing. And such, 
as are willing to receive their principal and 1n- 
terest in ready money, shall likewise declare 
their option in writing, 

«© Ag for the Bank Act, it must be observed, 
the Bank, at that time, as proprietors of re- 
deemable debts, were intitled to an annuity of 
106,501/. 13s. 5d. per annum, in lieu of Ex- 
chequer Bills formerly cancelled, amounting to 
1,775,027. 17s. 10d$. And the Exchequer bills 
standing out, on the 22d of March 1716, ate 
tated at 4,561,025/. over and above the charge 

f circulation which was then due. to the Bank. 
he Bank, by virtue of their cofitracts for 
circulating and exchanging these bills for ready 
money, were intitled to 3/. per cent. for all 
these bills, and the bills carried an interest of 
@d.a day, which together made 6/.' per cent. 
or the whole sum of 4,561,025/. of Exchequer 
bills. There was also granted, on the change 
of queen Anne’s ministry, the sums of 45,0004. 
‘and 8,000/. a year, which make together 
71, 4s. Od. £ per cent. upon all the Exchequer 
bills. ‘he annuity payable to the Bank for the 
cancelled Exchequer biils, together with the 
whole charge to the public for circulating the 
Exchequer bills then standing, amounted to 
above 435,000/, a year. In these circumstances, 
the Bank Act says, The governor and,company 
ef the Bank are willing to accept one annuity of 
88,751. 7%. 10d. 3, being after the rate of 5/. 
er’ cent. per annum, or the principal of 
,775,0271. 17s. 10d. 4. in lieu of the present 
annuity or sum of 1006,501/. 13s. Sd. per ann. 
In the same manner the act goes on, and de- 
clares the Bank willing to discharge, and de- 
‘liver up to be cancelled, as many [Exchequer 
bills as amount to two millions, and to accept 
of an annuity of 100,000/. being after the rate 
of 51. per cent. redeemable after one year’s 
notice, to circulate the remaining Exchequer 
bills at 31. per cent. and id. a day, the former 
allowances to be continued to Christmas 1717; 
and, after that, the Bank to have, for circulating 
the 2,561,025/. remaining Exchequer bills, an 
annuity of 76,8301. 15s. at the rate of 3/. per 
cent. till redeemed, over and above the 1d. per 
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be continued to him; and that sir Robert 
Raymond, knight, and Mr. Reeves might be 
added to them.” But several lords having 
represented, that this last demand was irré- 


day for interest. The Bank is then required to 


advance a sum not exceeding 2,500,000/ to- 
wards discharging the national debts, if wanted, 
and to have 5/. per cent. for as much as they 
advance, redeemable by parliament. 

‘* As for the South Sea Act, the original stock 


of the South Sea was 9,471,325/. but, as the | 


funds granted were sufhcient to answer the in- 
terest of 10,000,000/. at 6/. per cent. in the 
year 1716, the South Sea Coinpany advanced 
to the government 528,675/. which completes 
the sum of 10,000,000/. for which they received 
an itterest or annuity of 600,000/. and likewise 
8,000/. a year for management. Now by this 
act the governor and company Ueclare, they are 
willing to accept an annuity of 500,000/. in lieu 
of the 600,000/, with 8,000/. a year for manage- 
ment. The company are to continue-a cor- 


poration till their annuity is redeemed, towards - 


which no less than a million is‘to be paid at a 
time. Thecompany is also required to advance 
a suin not exceeding two millions, towards dis- 
charging the principal and interest due on the 
four Lottery funds, of the 9th and 10th years of 
queen Anne. 

* Pursuant to these acts, the Bank, which 
was in possession of receipts out of the Ex- 


chequer, amounting to 435,063/. 16s. Od. 1 per - 


anoun) accept: voluntarily of three annuities, 
amounting to about $04,5310. 1s. 3d. £, whereby 
the saving to the public was 130,532. 14s. 1d. 4 
per year, a 

‘‘The proprietors of the Lottery Orders, 
amounting to above nine millions, subscribed 
their orders at the Bank, and accepted bank 
annuities in lieu of the same. 


* Thus though the Bank and South Sea had 


agreed to advance 4,500,000/. towards the pay- | 


ment of those that should demand ready money, 
not one farthing was ever demanded in money, 
except very small sums, amounting in the whole 
to 4711.48. All the annuities, that were settled 
by virtue of these three acts, were Redeemable 


Perpetuities, granted at the rate of 5/. per cent. 


perann. upon a principal of about 25,869,2471. 
the amount of the national Debt at that time 
redeemed or reduced. 

“In the General Fund Act is the clause that 
establishes the Sinking Fund, as the reduction 
of the interest to 5/. per cent. would make a 
surplus or excess upon the appropriated funds, 
the act declares, ‘ That all the monies arising 
from time to time, as well fot the surplus by 
virtue of the acts for redeeming the funds of 
the Bank and of the South Sea company, as 
also for the surplus of the duties and revenues 
by this act appropriated to make good the Ge- 
eral Fund, and the overplus monies of the Gé- 
neral Fund, shall be appropriated and employed 
for the discharging the principal and interest of 
such national debts as were incurred before thé 


25th of December, 1716, in such sianner ag 


6 
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_ gular, the same was rejected.* The duke of 
Buckiogham said, however, on this occasion, 
«¢ That as the whole peerage was concerned in 
a prosecution of this nature, he would readily 
give his vote for granting the earl of Oxford’s 
request, if he thought it of any use to him; 
but that, in his opinion, all those who had im- 
peached him of high-treason were, by this 
time ashamed of it; except, perhaps, one 
single persoo, who could be ashamed of no- 
thing.” "2 
About this time, the Lords addressed his 
majesty, that he would be pleased to appoint 
a Hig Steward for the Trial of the earl of 
Oxford; in compliance to which address his 
majesty was igen to appoint the Lord Cow- 
per, lord high-chancellor. - 


/ 


Debate on a Motion for desiring the Lords 
to delay the Trial of the Earl of Oxford.] 
Jane 12. Mr. Carter reported from the Com- 
mittee appointed to consider the state of the 
Impeachment against Robert earl of Oxford 
al earl Mortimer, ‘* That the Committee had 
met several times, and made some progress in 
the matters to them referred; but that the 


shall be directed or appointed by any future 
act of parliament, to be discharged out of the 
same, and for none other use, intent, or purpose 
whatsoever.’ This clause constitutes the Sinking 
Fund, and shews of what it cunsists, and to 
what uses it is appropriated. Though there 
had been Sinking Funds before this time for 
the payment of particular debts, yet a Sinking 
Fund, for dicharging the National Debt in ge- 
_ eral was first projected and formed in the year 
1716, and til] that time unheard of.” Tindal. 
* « You will see by the public prints that 
Monday next, come se’nnight, is appointed for 
the Trial of my lord Oxford, and that no less than 
six-and-twenty doughty members are appdinted 
to manage it. The Lords have likewise settled 
the whole forms of proceedings. My lord has 
asked, that two lawyers more might be added 
to his counsel: yet 1s all this but a farce; for 
there is not a creature living who thinks he 
will ever be tried; for they publicly own, that 
they neither have, nor ever had, any evidence, 
and laugh at Impeachbments, and Attainders 
and party gambols; and say, that all people 
deserve to be so panished, who presume to 
, dispossess the Whigs-of their indefeasible right 
to the administration. But since he is not to 
be tried, the next question is, in what manner 
he is to be brought off, so as to save the 
honour of his prosecutors? I think it will be by 
an Act of Grace. Others say, it will be by the 
Commons asking more time, and the Lords, of 
their party agreeing to refuse it. But as we 
are whoily ignorant of their intentions, it is 
ossible that neither of these guesses may 
fe right, and that they may i bim ye€ 
another year in prison; which my lord Marsl- 
borough seems passionately to desire.” Eras- 
mus Lewis to Dr. Swift. Swift's Works, vol. 
16, p. 166, Ed. 1803. | 


precession of the said Impeachment having 
een interrupted for so many months by the in- 
tervention of many weighty and urgent affairs, 
which more nearly and immediately concerned 
the welfare, defence, and security of the king- 
dom; it was become absolutely necessary for 
those who should be appointed to manage the 
said Impeachment, te review, and carefully 
peruse all the treaties, records, letters, and 
other papers, proper and necessary for support- 
ing this prosecution; which being very volumi- 
nous, it would be impossible within the time 
appointed for the Trial, to adjust and apply 
the proper evidence to the several Articles. 

Hereupon, it was moved, That a message be 
sent to the Lords, acquainting them with the 
reasons why this House could not proceed on 
the Trial of Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, at the time appointed; and to de- 
sire that the same might, be put off to a further 
day. Upon this there wus, for two or three. 
minutes, a silence in the House, the members 
looking one upon another, waiting who should 
speak first. At last, 

Mr. Hungerford rose up, and took ‘notice of 
the great hardships which the earl of Oxford 
had undergone. Then _ 

Mr. Boscawen expressed his concern, That 
@ prosecution which the Commons had begun 
in so solemn a manner, and which was thought 
sO necessary to vindicate the honour and 
justice of the nation, should, at last, be 
dropped ; which, he was sure, would be_a re- 
flection on that House. Here again was a 
deep silence ; and Mr. Speaker rising, in order 
to put the question, ) ; 

r. Tuffnel took that opportunity to speak 
as follows : a 

Mr. Speaker; I have not yet troubled the 
House upon any of the Impeachments: how- 
ever, since I have given my assent to every 
article exhibited against the noble lord, I think 
it, in some measure, incumbent upon. me, to 
declare the reasons why I did so. I am sure 
there is no gentleman in this House, that at 
any time more unwillingly comes into any 
thing that has the least appearance of severity 
towards his fellow-subjects, than myself. And 
I can, with a great deal of sincerity affirm, 
that no personal pique, prejudice, or resent- 
ment, ever did, and I hope nevér will, in- 
fluence my vote; especially when either the 
life, the fortune, or the reputation of any man 
is concerned. What I did, I did out of a dis- 
interested zeal; out of an indispensible love 
and daty to my country; and whatever may be 
the fate of this prosecution, I then thought and 
still am of opinion, that the measures which 
this noble lord entered into, as prime minister, 
have, if I may be excused the ey ai Ainge of 
the expression, laid a foundation for the ruin 
of his country. I have already déclared, that 
I have, in every part of the accusation, voted 
against this noble lord. As to the articles of 
lngh crimes and misdemeanors, I believe there 
is nobody but thinks there was sufficient ground | 
for them: as to the High Treason, where lay 


. 
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the only difficulty, I must freely own, had I ) peachments, ought to be satisfied with having 


consulted only my private opinion, I could 
scarce have thought it included in the 25th of 
Edward 3. But when an honourable gentle- 
man, who was then Chairman of the Secret 
Committee, undertook, in a fact which .the 
House had already adjudged to be High 
Treason, to bring that matter as home to the 
earl of Oxford, as the Report had done to the 
then lord Bolingbroke; when he gave us all 
the assurances imaginable, that they had living 
and legal evidence to support the charge ; such 
as it was almost the unanimous opinion of the 
Conmittée, might be given in Westminster 
Hall; and he hoped that since the House had 
thought fit to repose a confidence in them, it 
would not be expected the evidence should be 
discovered, lest if might give them an opportu- 


‘nity of being seduced; this, I say, and this 


alone, swayed my opinion. I then considered 
myself acting, not as a judge, but asa prosecu- 
tor. And when that very ingenious gentleman, 


whom I always hear with the greatest plea- 


sure, and to whose judgment I always pay 
the greatest deference, I say, when ms honour, 
his understanding, his veracity, his every thing 


‘was so far engayed, the only question with me 


was, whether it was reasonable to undertake 
the prosecution, or not? 
considerations I cannot but think I should 
have been extremely wanting in that duty 
which I owe to my country, if I should bave 
declined giving my vote to bring an offender to 
public justice ; when, at the same time, I was 
fully convinced that he had betrayed the 
honour and interest of this nation. 

Mr. Bromley taking notice that the dint of 
this speech was principally levelled at Mr, 


‘Robert Walpole, endeavoured to vindicate 


him by saying, That though he was chairman 
of the Secret Committee, yet if any thing was 
done amiss among them, it were hard to lay 
all the blame at his door, since the whole com- 
mittee were equally concerned in the Impeach- 
ments. As to the matter now under conside- 
ration, Mr. Bromley added, That they had 
been told above a year and a half ago, that 
the evidence was ready; but that they ought 
not to give the Lords the trouble of going 
through the whole Impeachment, since, 
mm his opinion, twenty of the articles were 
altogether vain and needless. Some members 
resenting this assertion, Mr. Bromley imme- 
diately explained himself, saying, That if the 
two articles that were for High Treason, could 
be made good, the other twenty would be 
needless and insignificant. 7 

Mr. Shippen, who spoke on the same side, 
said, among other things, That this Impeach- 
ment had been depending so long, that every 
body expected it would be dropt ; and, indeed, 
unless thetwo Articles of High-Treason could 
be made good, he thought it unreasonable to 
Rive the two Houses an unnecessary trouble 
about the other Articles, by keeping them sit- 
ting in the hottest part of the summer: That, 
after all, those who had first begun the Im- 


And upon ‘these. 


got the places of those that were impeached ; 


‘which,’ indeed, seemed to be what they had 


principally in view: that the truth of this ap- 
peared evidently from the behaviour of the 
gentleman who was the most forward and 
active in the Impeachments, (Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole) whose warmth was very nruch abated 
since he was out of place*. That he did not 
mention. this as a reflection on that gentleman, 
for whom he ever had a great respect; but that 
he was afraid this would lessen him in the 


esteem of others: That: for his own part, he — 


was not in the least surprised at this conduct: 
of ‘which he had, of late, observed many in- 
stances: but that he ever disapproved it: that 
if he would have been a time-server, he might, 
as well as other people, have got some good 
employment; but that he rather chose to be 
contented with a smal] private fortune, than 


betray his sentiments: And as an instance, he 


added, he could never be guilty of so much 
adulation, as to compliment a certain person 
with the rank of second general (meaning the 


lord Cadogan) to the prejudice of an honour- — 


able and worthy member of that House, (mean- 


-ing general Webb) whose glorious actions had 


gained him an immortal name. 

Mr. Hungerford then said, That for his own 
part, he ever was against Impeachments, be- 
cause he had observed that they generally come 
to nothing ; ‘and as for the reflection made by 
the worthy gentleman who spoke last, he sup- 
posed it was meant for somebody else;: = 
ing, as he spoke this, towards sir 


loo 
oseph 


Jekyll, who sat near him, and who had spoken ° 


in behalf of the lord Cadogan.]°—: 

~ Sir Joseph Jekyll justified bimself, both as to 
this, and as to the share he had in the Impeach- 
ment of the earl of Oxford; having, from the 


beginning, been against the Articles for High — 


‘Treason. After this, 
Mr. Walpole made a faint apology for him- 
self, saying among other things, That he had 


of late looked over some of the most material 


papers relating to this Impeachment, and he 
was still convinced in his conscience, that the 


such heat and force of argument against the — 


makers of the peace of Utrecht, who had been 
the indefatigable chairman of the secret com- 
mittee, and -had drawn up that able report, 
which brought such heavy accusations against 
Oxford, now grown languid and lukewarm in 
the prosecution, absenting himself from the 
committee. so often, that another chairman 
was chosen in his place, and ironically com- 
plimented, by Shippen, that he who was the 
most forward and active in the impeachment, 
had abated in his warmth since he was out of 
place. At length, by his contrivance, a feigned 
quarrel as to the mode of proceeding took 
place between the two Houses, and no prose- 
cutors appearing on the day fixed for the con- 


tinuance of the Trial, Oxford was unanimously — 


acquitted.” Coxe’s Walpole. 


\ 
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Jate ministry had given themselves up,entirely, 
and were ready to deliver up the nation to. 
France. But having Jet: drop.an insinuation, 
as if many who followed his opinian in the 
business of the Impeachments, did jt rather out 
‘of compliment to his power,.thaa to.his person, 
Mr. Tuffnel resenting this wnuendo, imme- 
diately repelled the dint of it, by appealing to 
that :honourable member, Whether he ever 
made his court.to him? And whether he had 
not .paid him more respect since he was out, 
then when he was.in place? Qn the other band, 
Mr. Lechmere strongly supported the, mation 
for the Message, and, among ather things, said, 
Jt was no wonder that a certain set of men, 
who had, at first, opposed the Impeachments, 
' should now be for letting them. drop: and that 
‘this was yet the Jess surprising, in that the 
#ame gentiemen had constantly opposed all 
that had been proposed for the support of the 
present happy settlement: but that for his own 
‘part, le was of the saine opinion he ever had 
en of, viz. that the nation could not prosper, 
till’ they had brought thuse tu justice, who be- 
trayed its allies in so scandalous a manner, 
and brought it to the very brink of ruin; and 
‘that be would venture his life in this prosecution. 
After this, it was carried, without dividing, 
That a Méssage be sent to the Lords, which 
was done the same day. 


- Fhe Trial of the Earl of Oxford put: off till 
the-24th of June.} The Lords having received 
the said message, took it immediately into con- 
sideration. The earl of Sunderland, moved to 
allow the Commons a fortnight longer, but the 
duke of Devonshire said, 12 days were suf- 
ficient, and so moved, “ That the Trial be 
further adjourned to Monday the 24th of June.” 
“The Lords Trevor, Harcourt, North and Grey, 
and some others, insisted, That the Lords hav- 
ing-fixed a peremptory day for the Trial, they 
ought not to grant any further time: but the 
question being put upon the duke ef Devon- 
shire’s motion, the same was carried in the af- 
firmative by a majority of 76 voices against 57. 


June 13. The Lords sent a message to the 
Commons, to acquaint them with the said Re- 
solution; which the Commons having en the 
s44th taken into consideration, it was ordered, 
71. That Managers be appointed to make good 
the Articles. of Impeachment against Robert 
egrl of Oxford and earl Mortimer. 2. That 


.the Committee. who were appointed to consider }. 
of the state of the said Jmpeachment, be the 


said managers, 3. That the said Committee 
have power to send for such persons, papers, 
and records, as shall be thought pecessary to 
ibe used at the trial of the said earl; and that 
‘they have power to sit de die.in diem, and to 
‘adjourn .to such time:and . place as they think 
whit; and they are. to prepare evidence, and to 
:proceed in. the most speedy and secret way 
they cap, for the advantage of the prosecution. 
And 4. That Mr, Anthony Cratchrode be ap- 
‘pointed -Solicitor to -attend the Managers, in 
prosecuting the Articles of Jmpeachmeant against 
the said earl.” ; 


PaoceEpINGs aT THE TRIAL OF THE Eary 
qF OxrorD.| Qn the 34th of June, being the 


day appointed by the House for tbe Trial of 


the earl of Oxford, the Lords having adjourned 
themselves.to the new erected Court, in West- 
minster-ball; aad the Managers, and other 
members of the House of Commons having 
taken their respective places, the earl of Ox- 
ford was brought to the bar: then the Articles 
of Impeachment, the Earl’s Answer, and the 
Commons’ Replication being read, 

‘The Lord High Steward opened the’ Trial, 
with the following speech: | ee 

* Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer; 

‘It has been usual, before the Commons 
proceed, to say something from this place to 
persons in your lordship’s present condition ; 
partly by way of exhortation to a reasonable 
confidence in the great bonour, justice, wisdom, 
integrity, and candour of their judges, thejr 
peers, the House of Lords in parliament as- 
sembled, and partly by way of direction, to as- 
sist them in their behavigur and conduct during 
the course of their Trial.— But, considering the 
many great offices your lordship bas borne in 
the state, your long experience and koaqwa 
learning in all parliamentary proceedings, I 
cannot but think it would seem improper for 
me to be speaking to your lordship in that 
manner.—Wherefore I proceed barely tq ac- 
quaint your lordship, and others wham it. may 
concern, with such orders as the Lords have 
made, which it is fit should be taken notice of 
thus early in this Trial. 1. Your lordship and 
all other persons who have occasion to speak 
to this Court, must address their speech to the 
Lords in general,-and not to any lord in part 
cular.. 2. Your lordship’s counsel may.he pre- 
sent at the bar in order to be heard to any point 
or matter of law, if such shall arise oa either 
of the Articles for High-Treason: and that you 
may make your full defence by counsel, if you 
think fit, on the Articles for-bigh crimes and 
misdemeanours, as well on matters of fact as 
oflaw. 3. That your Witnesses are to be exa- 
mined on oath, as well to the Articles for 
High-Treason, as those for high crimes and mis- 
demeancours.” | 

Then the Lord High Steward, with the Lords 
leave, went down, und having seated himself by 
the table, told the gentlenien of the House. of 
Commons, that they might naw proceed: here- 
upon | eae Pe 
Mr. Stanhope® said : 

“ My Lords; The distauce of the Lord High- 
Steward from this place may, have. .been the oc- 
casion that we have mistaken something that fell 
from.thence; we do therefore desire, to-avaid.all 
inistakes (and I believe we might be anistaken) 
.por, we understood by. my -Lord . High.Steward, 


* Made Principal. Secretary of \Saatey-Sept. 
24, 1714, in the room ef William. Bromley, esq. 
first- Commissioner of :the Tregsury, and;Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, April-43,:1747, m the 
room of Robert: Walpole, .esq. and ;created aa 
earl of Great Britain, April 7,/173& | 
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© That coensel should be allowed the prisoner 

- @t the bar, as well to the Defence of the bigh 

treasen, as to the high crimes and misdemeau- 

ours:’ itis ibte, we misapprehend his lord- 
ship, ‘but we hope his lordship will be pleased 
to explaio it to us. Hereupon 

The Lord High Steward said, To preveot 

mistakes, I repeat what I said, That counsel 
for the lord the prisoner at the bar, may be 
| present at the bay, in order to be heard to any 
«matter pr point of law (if any such shall arise) 
Yelating to the high-treason, and likewise to 
make that lord’s Defence on the Articles of 
Impeachment of bigh-crimes and misdemean- 
ours as well in matters of fact, ap matters of 
Jaw.—Then 
- . Ms. Hampden, one of the Managers dor the 
Commons, made the following speech : 
« My Lords; 

46 The Commons of Great Britain ir pariia- 
ment assembled, out of indispensible duty to 
their country, and zeal for the preservation of 
the common liberties of Europe, have brought 

‘to your lordships bar, Robert earl of Oxford 
‘and earl Mortimer, late High Treaserer and 
privy counsellor of this kingdom, charged with 
the highest crimes and misdemeanours by him 
committed and done against the person, crown 
arid dignity of his sovereign, the peace and in- 
terest of this kingdom, and in breach of the 
eeveral trusts reposed in him. ' 

“ The Commons in their Charge set forth the 
many solemn Treaties and Alliances which had 
‘been entered into betweey the crown of Eng- 
land, and other princes and potentates of Europe 
for their mutual safety, from the consideration 
of the common danger which then threatened 
all Christendom, from the immoderate growth of 
the power of France. | 3 

« They likewise take notice to your lotdships 
of the prosperous and flourishing cendition 

' which the liberties of Europe were in, when, 
under these Treaties and Alliances, it pleased 
Almighty God, to bless the confederate arms, 
under the command of their great and victorious 
‘general the duke of Marlborough, with such 
a series of successes as far exceeded their own 
“expectations, and'by the wisdom and unanimit 
of their councils, many signal advantages,’ bot 
by sea and land, were obtained against the 
common enemy, whereby the glory of the con- 
federate arms, and the reputation of Great 
Britain in particular, was raised to a higher 
pitch than in any former age. 
_ © That in this prosperous condition of affairs, 
the Prisoner at the bar, with other evil-minded 


persons, enemies to the true interest of their | ~— 


country, as. well as to the common liberties and 
welfare of Europe, did, by many wicked arts 
and insinuations, obtain. access to her late mar 
jesty queen Anne, got into her councils, and 
into places of the highest trust, to make way for 


his and their pernicious enterprizes, formed a. 


treacherous correspondence with the emissaries 
of France, and gave false and pernicious coun- 
eils to her majesty, 

Vou. VIL 
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fate 
_ The particular Articles exhibited by the — 
Commons, to which proper evidence will be ap. 


plied, contain a charge,: 


“ That this great person at the bar, having 
no regard to the honoar or safety of his sove- 
reign, or these kiagdoms, wherewith be was in- 


‘trusted, or to the many solemn engagements 


with the eld and faithfal allies of this nation, 
but being devoted‘ to che interest and service 
of the common enemy, did, by private and se- 
cret negotiations, in breach of all public faith, 
maliciously and wickedly cultivate and improve 
the demands of the “enemies of his country, 
more to their advantage than they themselves | 
could have ever hoped for. : 
“ That by clandestine and sectet negotiations 
with the enemies of England, he gave up the 


particular interest of his own country; that 


he assumed fo himself regal power,. and ina 
time of open war, took upon himself to meet 
and treat with the enemy, without any autho- 
rity or power from his sovereign, and did what . 
in him lay to subvert the ancient and established, 
constitution of this kingdom. : : 

“ That he concealed the advice ahd perni- 
cious influence, whereby he Had engaged his 
Sovereign, and ptostituted her honour, which . 
had been raised to the highest . pitch of glory . 
abroad, and been justly held in veneration with 
her allies; and the royal hand was, by the . 
wicked arts of the prisoner at the bar, made 
the instrument to advance the interest of the 
commonenemy. _ tS ce 

“That by deceitfully amusing the allies of 
the crown of Great Britain, and by private, se~ 

arate and unjustifiable negotiations, entered 
into and carried on by the prisonér at the bar, 
a lasting reproach was brought upon this nation, 
and the public faith of many treaties, wherein 
England was engaged in the most sacred and 
solemn manner, was netoriously violated, and 
the faithful allies of the crown amused and de- 
ceived,” | . 

< That the Prisoner at the bar did, in the 
most fatal manner, impose upon and delude his 
sovereign, in accepting a pretended expedient 
from the enemy, which the enemy at the same 
time declared to be null and void. That the 
most unjustifiable and destructive. measures 
were taken by him to dissolve the whole confe- 
deracy, without any regard to religion, liberty, 
or the faith of treaties; and in consideration of 
his wicked advice, great numbers of the confe~ 
derate troops, who had, on many occasions, 
signalized themselves in the defence of the’ — 
cause-of Europe, were given up as a sacrifice to 
the fury and revenge of the enemy. 

‘My Lords; —_ 
«¢ The Commons in their Charge set forth the 
particular measures concerted and taken by the 
prisoner at the bar, to. complete the destruc- 
tion of the common cause of Europe, and the 
Protestant, succession to the crowa of these 
realms. And they charge, 

“ That the Prisoner now before your lord- 
ships, did traiterously aid, assist, and adhere to | 
the aaa his queen and country, and ad 
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. vised and promoted the giving up to those ene- 


- mies the important town and fortress of Tour- 


nay, together with Spain and the West-Indies. 
© That he sacrificed the Trade and Com- 
merce of Great Britain to its common enemy, 
_ without the least-sbadow of advantage procured 
_ to these kingdoms ; and. betrayed the national 
faith and honour of the crown, employing 
against his imperial majesty (the great and faith- 
ful ally of this kingdom) the naval power of 
the crown, and the Supplies granted by parlia- 
ment, in direct violation of the Grand Alliance ; 
and contrary to her majesty’s repeated declara- 
tiens from the throne, and her plain, and full 
Instructions to her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht. 

‘¢ That he took upon himself to exercise the 
most arbitrary and uowarrantable authority ; 
assuming to himself the chief direction and in- 
fluence in. her late majesty’s councils, and most 
wickedly prostituted. the honour of the crown, 
and the dignity of parliament ;. totally depriv- 
ing her majesty of the wholesome and necessary 
advice of her parliament, and misrepresenting 
the most essential parts of the negotiations of 

pa to obtain the sanction of parliament to 
is wicked and pernicious proceedings, thereby 
fatally deceiving her majesty, her allies, her 
. parliament, and her people, by several false 
speeches and declarations, concerted and ad- 
_ vised by him, to be made by her majesty from 
the throne to her parliament, on the subject of 
' the. said negotiations of peace; and by such 
wicked and unexampled evil council, he did 
‘ Most ungratefully abuse the favour of his royal 
mistress, and by means of her authority misled 
her parliament into groundless and prejudicial 
Resolutions; and thereby not enly prevented 
the just advice of the parliament to her majes- 
“ty,.in that critical juncture, but obtained the 
apprebatien of parliament to his mysterious 
and dangerous practices ; and did not only de- 
prive her majesty. of the confidence and affec- 
tion of her allies, bat expose her majesty and 

. her people to the contempt of the enemy. 

‘‘ That he bad used his utmost endeavours to 
subvert the ancient constitution of parliament, 
the great and only security of the prerogative of 

_the crown, and of the rights, liberties, and pro- 
perties of the people, and most wickedly at- 
tempted to destroy the freedom and indepen- 
dency of this noble House, the great ornament 
and nearest support of the crown ; disguising 
his mischievous intentions under pretence of 
- superior zeat for the prerogative of the crown; 
- but by his false advice her majesty was deprived 
of the seasonable and wholesome councils of 
her parliament, and the prerogative perverted 
to the dishonour of the crowa, and the ire- 
parable mischief to the constitution of parlia- 
ment. a | 
“¢ My Lords; 5 5 
«¢ The Commons have further charged the 
noble lord with Corruptions, in illegally wisap- 
plying moneys appropriated by parliarncnt, aud 


with preventing any parliamentary inquiry into. 


the same; to the reproach and scandal of par- 


_haments, in breach of his trust, the higtest 


7 


abuse of the goodness.of bis sovereign, and the 
reatest injustice and oppression of her sub- 
jects; and that he defrauded her late majesty 
of the public money with which he was entrust- 
ed, for the support of the honyur.and dignity of 
the crown. Bs OM ees. © o 

‘‘ That this great person did assume to him- 
self the supreme direction io her late majesty’s 
councils, and did introduce to her majesty, fora 
pretended public minister, a traitor in disguise, 
named in the Articles; and gave seach trarter 
several considerable ‘sums out of her majesty’s 
treasure, in a fictitious and scandalous man- 
ner; such person being sent into this kingdom, 
under false pretences, secretly to promote the 
interest of the Pretender, whereby the prisoner 
at the bar did ungratefully expose the person 
of her majesty, and netoriously encourage the 
adherents of the Pretender, to the apparent 
danger. of the Protestant succession to the im- 
perial crowa of these realms. And oo 

“* Lastly, That this great person at the baz, 
did, by the most false and wicked councils and 
practices, betray and give up as a sacrifice to 
the implacable resentments of their enraged and 
powerful enemy, a free and generous people, 
the faitbful and useful allies of this kingdom, 
the brave Catalans, wha, by the evil measures 
concerted and taken by.the prisoner at the 
bar, were betrayed into irrecoverable slavery ; 
and the honour of the Bnitish nation, always 
renowned for the love of liberty, and for giving 
protection to.the distressed assertors of it, there- 
in most hasely prostituted by the pernicious 
ne detestable council of the prisaner. at the 

ar, Bs 
“ Thus your lordships have a view of the 
guilt in which the Treasons aml other Crimes 
committed by the Prisoner at the bar have in- 
volved him: and it is with astonishment the 
Commons observe, That his Defence is an at- 
tempt to asperse the memory of his royal mis- 
tress with the blame of what was transacted 
during his administration, which, by imposing 
upon her, he had effected against her honour, 
and the good of his couutry, thereby attempting _ 
to reflect upon the justice of the House of . 
Commons, and to cast an odiwn upon their 
proceedings against him. But we doubt no, 
your lordships vindication of the henour of her 
late majesty, and the proceedings of the Com- 
mons in this prosecution, — . 

“‘ The Commons think it their duty to express 
the utmost abhorrence of the traiterous and 
wicked proceedings of the Prisoner at the bar, 
and to shew their resentment against him, as 
the author and promoter of them. — aes 

‘¢ They have found him abusing and betray- 
ing the honour of his royal mistress, into whose 
favour be .had insinuated himself, fur the mast 
destructive and. wicked purposes. They have 
found him insidiously dividing and weakening ~ 
us and our allies, betraying our councils, trat- 
terously giving up our strong holds, fortresses 
and defences of Europe, and her most wealthy 
aud flourishing countries to the common enemy 
in time of open war; and contriving and effect- 


7 
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ang thé dissolution -of the gréatest: and most 
noble. Confe , that ever was formed: and 
united-in defence of the Protestant interest, and 
the glorious liberties of Europe. = 

« They have found him attempting to deprive 
these kingdoms of the only blessing left to their 
hopes, and ‘which, by‘ the Providence of God’ 
only, they now enjoy, the most auspicious go- 
vernment! of-his ‘present majesty, the yreatest 
aad: best of princes, whuse. magnanimity, - wise 
dom, piety, and other princely virtaes bave filled 
the imperial throne of Great Britain, with a 
lastre .unknewn to-any former age. In tnisat- 
tempt, the noble lord: atthe bar, wickedly en- 
deavoured to defeat us of our happy prospect of 
lasting felicities, in a long succession of protes- 
tant princes in the royal line of his most excel- 


‘ lent majesty, the most illustrious prince and 


ptintess of Wales, -and their -issue, eminently 
endowed with all graces and: accomplishments 
for making a generous and free people happy ; 
on the. continuance of which succession, next 
under God, all that is dear and valuable to us, 
entirely depends. . : 

“* My Lords ; 

«‘ The Commons justly resent and detest the 
reproach brought upon the faith and honour of 
their country, by thegreat evil minister at the 
bar ; but they promise-themselves your lordships 


wll ever be a terror to all evil ministers, how - 


great soever ; aud that your lordshipscan never 
fail to do justice.to yourinjured country, upon 
all perfidious counsellors, who lie in wait to de- 
stroy our religion, laws, and liberties.” 

_Mr. Hampden having done speaking, : 

Sir Joseph Jekyll stood up, in order to. make 
good the first Article of the Impeachment ; but 
was interrupted, upon a motion made by the 
losd Harcourt, viz. That before the Managers 
proceeded further, be had a motion to make, 
‘whereupon their Lordships adjourned to their 


own House. - 


‘Debate in the House of Lords about the Me- 
thod of the Managers proceeding to muke good 
the Articles.| The Lords being come thither, 


The Lord Harcourt represented, That the 
going through all the Articles of impeachment, 
would take up a great deal-of time to little 
purpose ; for it the Commons could make good 
the two Articles of High'Freason, the earl of 
Oxford would. forfeit both -Hfe and estate, and 
there would be an endofthe matter: whereas 
the proceeding in the method the (Commons 
proposed, would: draw the Trial into prodigious 


length ; urging, that it would be ® great hard-. 


ship upon a peer, who had already undergone 
s0 jong a confinement, to appear every day at 
theire bar like a traitur, and be, at last, foand 
guilty only of high crimes and misdemeanors ; 
aad therefore he moved, “ That the Conimons 
be aot admitted to proceed, in order to make 
good the Articles against Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer for High Crimes and Misde- 
meanors, till Judgment be first given apon the 
Articles for High-treason.””’ 

‘The lord Hatcourt. was seconded by lord 


ham: but . 
’ Lord Parker answered them, That in all 
courts of judicature, it is the usual and constant 


method to go through all the Evidence before . 


Jadgment be given opon any part of the accu- 
sation : thatthough the House of Peers be the 


supreme court of the kingdom, yetit has ever a 
regard to the rules of equity, and even to the : 


forms observed in the courts below: and as for 
the prisoner’s appearing in the abject condition 


of » traitor, it was but a piece of formality which . 
did hiex no manner of hurt, and to which per-. 


sons ofthe highest rank had ever submitted, in 
order to clear their innacence. | | | 


_ The earl of Sunderland, lord Coningsby, and | 


lord Cadogah spoke an the same side ; but the 
dukes of Buckingham and Argyle, the earl of 
Tlay, the bishop of Rochester, lord North and 
Grey, and lord Townshend, having strenuously 


| supported the lord Harcourt’s motion, the same’ 
| was carried in’ the affirmative by 88 voices 


against 56. 


The Lords resolve that the Commons proceed — 


Jirst to make good the Articles-of High Treason.] 
The Lords being gone down again to Westmin- 
ster-hall, sent a Messave to the Commons to 
acquaint them therewith ; upon which the Com- 


mons, in a Committee of the whole House, re- - | 
turned also to Westininster-hall, where the Lord 


High-Steward acquainted the Managers with 
their lordships’ Resolution. Hereupon sir Wil- 


liam Thompson, one of the Managers for the 


Commons, acquainted their iordships, that they. 


conceived it to beso much the undoubted right _ 


ofthe Commons to proceed in their own method 
in maintenance of the Articles exhibited by, 
them, and ‘did apprehend that this resolution of | 


their lordships might be ofso fatal consequence — 
to the rights and privileges of all the Commons — 


of Great Britain, that they coyld not take upon 
them to proceed any farther, without resorting 
to the House of Commons for their direction 
therein.—Upon this the Lords and Commons 
went up to their respective Houses. 


The Earl of Oxford's Trial put off to the 28th. 
of June.] June 25. The Lords sent a Message 
to the Cummons, to acquaint them, That their : 


Lordships had ordered Robert earl of Oxford | 


and earl Mortimer te be brought to the bar of 
their House in. Westminster-hall, that day at 
eleven in the forenoon.. Herevpon, the Com- 
mons resolved, .nem. con. “That a Message 
be sent to the Lords, acquainting their lordsbips, 


that the Commons have taken into their consi- — 


deration their Lordships’ Resoiution, communi- 
cated to their Managers, relating to the pro- 
ceedings on the Trial of Robert earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer ; and being desirous to pre- 
serve a good correspondence between the two : 
Houses, have appointed a committee to 
search Precedents upon a matter of this. 
great importance, and desire that their larde. 
ships wil not proceed at the time appointed.”. 
Mr. Carter, who was ordered to carry this Mes- 


sage, being returned, reported, “ That the Lords. 
1 


> 


Trevor, and the earls of Anglesea and Notting: . 


\ 
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having taken the same iato consideration, agreed 
not to proceed on the Trial of the said Earl.at 
the time appointed, but to proceed farther on 
the said Trial on the 96th at eleven m the fore- 
noon.” | 

June 27. The lord Morpeth was sent from 
the Commons to desire a Conference with the 
Lords, which their Lordships havitig agreed to, 
and appointed the same presently in the painted 
chamber, the Managers of the Commons went 
thither and delivered to the Lords, the Com- 
eee Reasons against their Lordships’ Reso- 

utions, 


The Commons’ Reasons against the Lords’ Re- 
solution communicated at a Conference.| . The 
same day, the duke of Kingston, Lord Privy 
Seal, reported tu the House of Lords, that they 
had been at the conference, and met Mr. Car- 
ter and other Managers for the Commons, 
who delivered to their Lordships a Paper, as 
follows: * 


6’ The Commons having taken into their con- 
sideration your lordships’ Resolutioa commupi- 
cated to their Managers relating to the pro- 
ceedings on the Triaf of Robert earl of Oxtord 
and ear! Mortimer, ahd being desirous, as far as 
in them lies, tomaintain a good correspondence 
with your lordships, have desired this Confer- 
ence: and have commanded us to acquaint 
your lordships, that they conceive it to be the 
undoubted right of the Commons, to impeach 
a peer, either for High Treason, or for high 
crinies and misdemeanors, or, if they see occa- 
sion, to mix both the one and the other in the 
game accusation. 

“The Impeachment preferred against Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer is one 
continued accusation, consisting of high crimes 
and misdemeanors, and also of charges of bigh 
treason, The tactson which the Articles pre- 
ceding those of bigh treason are grounded, 
are laid together in in order of time, and 
follow one another successively, in the manner 
" they were committed. 

‘¢ As the Commons thought this the most na- 
tural method for exhibiting the several Articles 
against the said earl, they were of opinion, that 
they should prv-ceed in the proof of these several 
facts, after the same method; sinee it is manifest 
that in laying opeu the course of euch a wicked. 
administration, the preceding parts of it give light 


to those which follow ; and that the proof of | P 


the several Articles of high crimes and mie- 
demeanors, would naturally lead to the proof of 
those of high treason. 

“ Your lordships recetved these several Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment, without making any 
exception against the form ia which they were 
exhibited. The said eart. made bis Answer to 
them in the same order, and hus no where in- 
sisted to be tried in any other method ; so that 
the Commons are surprised tu find a stop put to 
their ptosecution by an objection, which has 
never been started by the said earl, and which 
your lordships kad given them so little reason 
te erpect, - | 


“ To this must be added, that as the Come 
mons only are masters of the evidence, aad ae 
upon that account they are best able to deter~ 
mine, what to charge and what t; so 
they are most proper to determine, in what me~ 
thod t proceed. fer the ad e of the pro- 
secution, in theevent of which all the Commons 
of Great Britain are so highly concerned. 

.“ Towhich they fuether add, Thas they. see 
ne reason bat thas your lordships may aa well 
invert the whole order of the Articles, as pre= 
scribe to the Commons those particulars Are 
ucles on which they ate first to proceed, which | 
will necessarily produee suck a confusion, both 
in the facts and evidence, as is by 00 means 
consistent with that cleagness and perspicujty, 
in which the Commons think this affair ooghe 


to “id ara Oo 
“The Commons, upon examining Prece~ 


‘dents, do find divers precedents of Impeach- 


ments fer high @reason, and other high crimes 
and misdemeators, in the same accusation ; 
and de not fiad that the Lords ever objected to 
such proceeding, or ever gave judgment up 
any particular Article of Impeachment, before 
the Cormmoas tad gone through, and concluded 
their evidence pon all the Articles, or so 
of them as they theught ft; and the Commons 
are at as great a floss to conceive what argue 
ments, or precedents, can be brought to supe 
port the Resolution of your fordships, to 
judgment upon ene part of the same accusation, 
reserving the other part fora subsequent trial, 
as they are to hnow what your lordships mean, 
by adwitting the Commons to proceed upun the 
Articles of high crimes and misdemeanors, after | 
Pe suuement is given u the articles for 
igh treason, supposing the judgment pro 
for high treagon should be een agus the 
said earl, | : 
‘“‘ For these reasons, the Commons aseert it 
as their undoubted right, to proceed on the ° 
Trial of Robert earl of Oxford and eat! Morti- 
mer, after the method in which their managers 
were proceeding, when interrupted by your 
lordships’ Resolution.” 


The Lords resoloe te adhere to their former 
Resolution.]| The Lords having, the same af- 
ternoon, taken tnto consideration what was 
offered to them hy the Commons at the said 
Conference, % was moved, and the questica 


ut, 

‘“‘ Bhat their lordships do adhess to their 
Resolution, not to admit the Commons to 
proceed to make guod the Articles far high 
crimes and misdemeanors, till judgment be first 
giver upon the Articles for high treason ;” « hich 
was carried ia the affirmative. Thea another 
motion was made, and the question put, 
‘‘ That the Lords do give to. the Commons the 
Reasons for their lordships adbering to their 
former Resotation ;” This was also carried in 
the affiemative ; and a Committee of lords was 
appointed to draw op the said Reasons; not- 
withstanding the opposition made_thereto by . 
the lord end other pers; whe 


t 
t 
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urged, “ That such a condescension was dero- 
gatory to the prerogatives pf the peerage.” 


The Lords’ Reasons for insisting that the 


Commons shall not proceed on the other Articles 
till Judgment is given on those for Treason.] 


June 28. The Lords sent a Message to the 
Commons, desiting them to continue sitting 
for some time; with. which the Commons 
having readily complied, another Message 
was, soon after, sent tothem from the Lords, 
to desire a present Conference in the Painted 
Chamber, upon the subject matter of the last 
Conference. The Commons agreed also to this 
Conference, wherein the Lords delivered their 
' Reasons for adhering to their Resolution, to the 
managers of the Commons ;” viz. | 


“ Their Lordships, in, order to preserve a 
good correspondence with the House of Com- 
mons, (which they shall always endeavour to 
do as far as lies in their power) have desired 
this Conference upon the subject matter of the 
last Conference:; and have directed us to 
acquaint you, that their lordships judge it a 
‘ight inberent in every court of justice, to order 
and direct such. methods of proceeding, as 
such court shall think fit to be observed in all 
causes depending. before them, which can 
have no influence to the prejudice of justice ; and 
where such methods of proceeding are not 
otherwise settled by any positive role. -The 

wer of judicatere on wi Impeachments, 
ing a right onquestionably inherent i their 
lordships, atid it not being determmed by any 
positive rule, whether the House of Commors 
may proceed te meke good the several Articies 


exhibited fur misdemeancers, in such order as — 
shall think fit, before they proceed to 


the 
make goud the Articles exhibited for high trep- 
son ; and there being no precedent’ where the 
Commons, upon the trial of auy such impeach 
ment, attempted to proceed in the first place, 
to make good eny of the Articles contained in 


such impeachinent for high crimes and misde- 


meanors ; their lurdships, considering the na- 
ture of the impeachment now depending before 
them, and the metiiod wherein the managers 
for the Honse of Commons were begmning to 
preceed upon the triat, to make good the frst 
Article thereof, which is a charge for high 
crimes and misdemeanours only; and atso 
considering the very different methods of pro- 
ceeding on an Impeachment of a peer for high 
treason, as well before as upon the trial thereof, 
and the circumstances attending such a trial, 
thoegh: themsclves obliged ta come to their re- 
solution ‘communicated to the Commons on 
the 24th instant, as well for duing jusuce in 
the case depending before them, as for the 
preventing a new precedent to be made on this 
trial; it consequence whereof, a new and 
unjustifiable form of proceeding against a peer 
‘apon an.impeachment for high treason and 
high crimes, might be introduced at his trial 
upon those Articles in which he is charged for 
high crimes and misdemeanours only ; to the 


Prejudice of the peerage of Great-Britain m all 
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times fo come, viz. The trymng a peer on Are 
tieles for bigh crimes and misdemeanours with- 

out the bar, the detaining in custody a pecr s0_ 
accused, and repeated commitments of him to 
the Tower, during the time of sueb trial, sad 
subjecting a peerto as iguominiows eircum- 
stances on his trial on articles for midemennours 


as if he was then on his trial on articles 


for high treason; whereas a peer on his 
trial, om articles for misdemeanours only, 
ought not to be: deprived of his liberty, 
nor. sequestered from parliament, and is in- 
titled to the privilege of sitting within the bar 
during the whole time of his trial ; in all which 
particulars the known rule of proceedings in 
such cases may be evaded, should a peer be 
brought to his trial ow several articles exhibited: 
against bim for high crimies and misdemeanoury — 
and for high treason mixed together, and the 
Commons be admitred:to ‘proceed to make 
good the Articles for’ high crimes and misde- — 
meanours, before judgment be given upon the 
articles for high treason. Their lordships have 
fully considered the matters offered to them by 
the House of Commons at the last conference 
relating to the preceedings agamst Robert earl 
of Oxford and eas! Mortimer; and their lord- 
ships are fully satisfied, that the resolution they 
have taken aod communicated to the Commons . 
on the 94th instant, is just and reasonable : 
and that the House of Commons are not put 


.under asy real inconvenience thereby, in car- 


rving on their present prosecution. Their lord- 
ships heve commanded us to let you know, 
that they do ingist on their said Resotution, viz. 
That the Commons be not admitted to proceed’ 
inorder to make good the Articles agamst 
Robert,earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, for 
high crimes and misdemeanours, til judgment 
be first given upon the Articles for high treasen.” 


A Free Conference thereupon desired by the 
Commons, but refused by the Lords.| Mr. Cat~ 
ter having reported the above Reasons to the 
Hoase of Commons, they resolved to take 
them immediately into consideration. Then a 
Message waa sent from the Lords, to acquaint . 
the Commons, That they had ordered the eart 
of Oxford to be brought to the bar of their 
House in Westminster- Hall, at eleven the next 
morning, in order to preceed farther ov the. 
Trial of the suid carl, Fhe Commions there: 
upon sent Mr. Yonge to the Lords to desire 
that their lordships would eontince sting for 
some time, whieh the Lords having readily 
agreed to, the Commons took their lordvisips’. 
Reasons into consideration, and then resolved, 
‘ That a Free Couference be destred with the 
Lords upon the subject matter of the last: Cons 
ference.” 7 : 


June 29. TheLords took the desire of the 
Commons, of a Free Conference, into conside- 
ration ; and, after a long debate, it was ree. 
solved, *¢ That as the subject matter of the 
last Conference, concerned a point of judicae. 
ture determined by their bordships after the - 
trial began, their lordships did not think fit ta - 
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givea free Conference on the subject matter 
of the said Conference, as was desired by the 
' Mouse of Commons.” 


¢The Lords would have sent that evening a 
Message to the Commons, to acquaint them 
with this Resolution ; but the Commons hav- 
ing timely notice of it, immediately adjourned 
tillthe ist of July. The Lords having on that 
day sent a message to the Commons, to ac-+ 
quaint them with the said Resolution, and 
withal, That their lordships had ordered Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer, to be 
brought to the bar of their House in Westmin- 
ster-hall that very Monday at eleven in the 
forenoon, in order to proceed farther on the 
Trial of the said earl; the Commons there- 
upon ordered the Serjeant at Arms to summon 
their members, which done, it was resolved, 
nem. con. That a Conterence be desired with 
the Lords upon the subject matter of their 
lordships’ message, relating to the Free Con- 
ference desired by this House; and it was or- 
dered that the Managers immediately to draw 
up Reasons to be offered to the Lords at the 
said Conference. At the same time a Mes- 
sage was sent from the Commons to the Lords, 
by Mr, Gibbon, to desire their lordships to 
defer their going into Westminster-hall for 
some time ; and Mr. Carter having, from the 
managers, reported the Reasons by them 
drawn up, the same were agreed to, and Mr. 
Cragegs was sent to the Lords tu desire the 
said Conference. Some time after Mr. Gib- 
bon reported, That the Lords would defer going 
into Westminster-ball fora while, as was de- 
sired by the Commons ; and Mr. Craggs re- 
ported also, That their lordships agreed to a 
Conference, and had appointed the same. pre- 
sently in the Painted Chamber. 


_-The Commons’. Reasons for desiring a Free 
Conference.| Hereupon the Managers of the 
Commons went to the said Conference, and 
_ being returned, Mr. Carter reported, that they 
had delivered the Reasons directed by the 
House to the Lords, as follows ; 


, The Commens having taken into conside- 
ration your lordships’ Message, viz. That your 
lordships did not think fit to give a Free Con- 
ference on the subject matter of the last Con- 
ference, as was desired bythe Commons ; and 
they being still desirous, tothe utmost of their 
power, to preserve a good correspondence with 
your lordships, have asked this Conference; 
and have commanded: us to acquaint your 
lordships, that they are very much surprised to 
- find your lordships deny a Free Conference, 

- after your lordsbips have already agreed to a 
Conference desired by the Commons on‘ the 

same subject matter; and after your lordships 
have.on your parts also desired a Conference 
upon the same subject: That Free Confe- 
rences are the most antient and established me- 
thods, for adjusting the differences that have at 
any time arisen between the two Houses, and 
. as the Commons conceive, is the only method 
to preserve a good correspondence between 


é 


them on such occasions, which, at this. time, is - 


of the highest importance, because a misunder- 
standing on this account would .tend to-defeae 


the Trial of the Impeachment of the Commons s . 


That the Commons conceive clearly, that the 


_subject matter of the last Conference.is not a 


point of judicature, but a point relating only 
to the prosecution of the Commons, it having 
arisen before any matter of judgment bad come 
before your lordships upon the Trial ; for which 
Reasons the Commons conceive, that vour 
lordships ought not to have denied thema Free 
Conference upon the subject matter of .the 
last Conference.” 8 


Which the Lords insist upon refusing.) Then 
a Message was sent tothe Commons from the 
Lords, That their lordships desired the Com- 
mons to continue sitting for some time; which 
being readily granted, another Message was 
sent soot after from the Lords, to desire a pre- 
sent Conference with the Commons in the 
Painted Chamber, uponthe subject matter of 
the last Conference, Accordingly the Mana- 
gers of the Commons came to the Lords com- 
mittees, who informed them, ‘‘ That the Lords» 
did insist upon denyinga Free Conference.” —— 


Debate thercon in the Commons. } July 1. Mr. 
Carter reported, That the Lords insisted upon 


denying free Conference. This put the Fouse 


into a fame; and it being thereupon ordered, 
That the said Report be now taken into con- 
sideration, several warm Speeches were made. 
on that occasion, by Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
and Mr. Craggs, immediately after whom 

Mr, Luffnell rose up, and spoke as follows: 
“Mr. Speaker; [ cannot but think the pro-. 
ceeding of the Lords very extraordinary ppon . 
this occasion, that, after having received the 
Articles as delivered in by this House, they . 


‘should now come to a resolution, ‘ That the 


‘Commons be not admitted to proceed upon 
‘ the high crimes and misdemeanours, ull judg- 
‘ment be first given upon the Articles for high . — 
‘treason.’ And here, though unwillingly, [ 
must observe, that the expression made use of 
in their lordships’ Message to the Commons, 
to me seems very unsuitable to that candour 
which they have so remarkably shewa upon all 
occasions, and from whence this House might 


‘reasonably expect a more becoming treatment. 


There is another thing which I cannot but 


_take notice of, which is, that after having had — 


Conferences with the Commons on this sabe 
ject, they should now refuse a Free Confer- 
ence, which I should have thought, must have ~ 
been the natural result ef the former, as being 
the most probable way to accommodate mat- 
ters in cases of difficulty: The reason they . 
give for this their adhering to their Resolution 
is, That this is a point of judicature which 
solely belongs to their lordships; whereas the 
Commons say, It, is oply a matter of prosecu- 
tion. And yet, if this objection, were good, 
why was it not equally so against their agree» 
ing to the first Conference? 


“ Notwithstanding these co iderations, if I. 


« 


= 


\ 
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could be of opinion with those gentlemen who 
think, either that the honour of this House is 
so much concerned, or that it is so essential to 
the rights of the Commons of Great Britain, I 
_ should be as unwilling as any one here,,to con- 
tribute the least towards the betraying of 
them. But since I do not hear it is pretended 
that there are any precedents on either side; 
and I can, by no means, think it of that conse- 
quence which some gentlemen seem to ima- 
gine, especially if there be a ‘ saving to the 
‘ rights and privileges of this House ;’ I should 
-be inclined to be of opinion, that it would be 
better to acquiesce in the-method proposed by 
the Lords, than to let @ prosecution -entirely 
drop, which has-so universally raised the ex- 
‘pectations of. mankind, Then-.we should see, 


what that living and legal evidence is, which. 


we have been so often promised from those, in 
-whom the House reposed tie greatest confi- 
dence; and if there should,be any failure. in 
the proof of..the high treason, the blame might 
die in its proper place. oe: 

“ Sir, Lam: sorry to find there should be 


such . remissness in a prosecution, which was 


formerly carried on. with so much warmth and 
vigour, And I could wish to see. that, spirit of 
: oe which has hitherto animated this 


ouse; that just resentment for our injured- 


country, once more revived. Where.is now 


that public-spirited, disinterested zeal, which: 


then warmed the patriot’s breast ? are all those 


glorious thoughts and. heroic sentiments quite 


,evaporated ? how comes it that those who then 
felt, and made others to feel, such an intense- 
‘ness of heat, such a lively emotion of spirit, 
‘are now so calm and undisturbed? that those 
who were then so full of heat and flame; are 
now so cold and lifeless? is the nature. of 
things so far altered, that what was then the 
most ie hes high treason, is now nothing 
at all 


“Mr. Speaker; my concern is for the ho- 
nour of this House, which has been so far en- 
gaged hy assurances of Evidence ‘to support 
the Charge. I must therefore take the liberty 
to call upon those gentlemen who gave them, 
to extricate us from our present difficulties : 
and, I am sure, we shall not want their assist- 
_ @rice in an affair where their honour is so 

nearly concerned. I call upon them the rather, 
because it is a justice which they owe to them- 
selves, it 1s a justice which they owe to this 
House of Commons, it is a justice which they 
owe their country, their poor, unhappy coun- 
_ try, which they have so often described, as in- 
volved in the greatest difficulties, as labouring 


under the most ruinous circumstances, occa- 


sioned by the ili conduct, the pernicious ceun- 
sels, and traitorous practices of the noble: per- 
| on now under your prosecution.” - 


In the middle of this debate, another Mes- 
sage was brought from the Lords, to desire 
that the Commons would continue sitting some 
time, which the House agreed to. After this, 
Ur. Lechmere made a speech, wherein having 
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lamented the unhappy dilemma, as he called | 
it, to which they were brought, either to see so 


. great an offender as the ear! of. Oxford escape | 


unpunished, or to acquiesce in proceeding -on 


his Trial in the manner prescribed by. the 


Lords, he said, That he thought the latter the — 
more eligible of the. two, with a saving to the 


Tights. and privileges of the Commons; and 


therefore made a: motion. for it. He was se 
conded and backed by. Mr. Hampden; but the 
question being put thereupon, it: was carried im 
the negative. a 


Motion for a Bill of Altainder against the 


ied : 
. 


‘Earl.] ‘Then.a Message was brought from the ~ 


Lords, to. acquaint the Commons, That their 
lordships intended presently to proceed farther 
on the Trial of the earl of Oxford in West- 
minster-hall, of which the Commons took no 
notice ; but being sensible that the Lords 
would discharge ‘the prisoner, sir William 
Strickland’ moved, That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to inflict such Pains and Penal- 
ties upon Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer, as his traitorous practices and other | 
high crimes and misdemeanours de deserve, 
and as shall be thought reasonable. Here- 
upon Mr. Toffnell rose up again, and said, 
That he could by.no means come into that mo- 
tion; for that how necessary and reasonable 
soever such a Dill might be at’ another junc- 
ture, he could not Lut think it unreasonable 
now ; When, as yet, it was uncertain what the 
Lords would do. But that, however, he would 
freely declare his mind om this occasion, viz. 
That notwithstanding he was convinced, the 
earl of Oxford was guilty of the crimes where- 
with he was charged, and that no man had ever 
contributed more to the ruin of his country 
than he had done: yet, since there was a legal 
prosecution begun; since that noble lord had 
submitted himself to public justice; and con 
sidering that it is the peculiar glory and happi- © 
ness of a free-born people tu be guverned by 
known laws ;_ he tvould never give his consent 
to a Bill, which, in his opinion, must make the 
hives, the fortunes, and liberties of the subjects 
of Great Britain, stand upon so unsettled and 
precarious a foundation.—Upon which the de- — 
bate was adjourned to the 3rd of July. . 


The Lords proceed upon the Earl of Ox- 
ford’s Trial, and the Commons not appearing, 
he is acquitted ununimously.| About seven in 
the evening, the Lords went down to West- 
minster-hall, where three several proclamations 
were made for the accusers of the earl of Oxe 
ford to appear, and make good the Articles of 
Impeachment against him. The Commons 
not appesxring, their Lordships went back ta 
See awn House, where the Lord High Steward 
said, | oo, vin Rb SNe ae | aM : 

‘¢ My lords; I shall now state the question, 
upon, which your lordships ane. to give your - 
votes ; it is this, ‘ That Robert earl of Oxford 
‘ and earl Mortimer:be acquiteed of the Arti- 
‘cles of Impeachment, exhibited agaiost hina 


‘ by the House of Commons, for High Treason, 


‘, 
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High Crimes and Miedemeanours, 


The Motion for a Bill of Attainder ageinst 


© end other 

« and of all things therein contained, and that | the Earl ef Oxford renewed.} July 3. The 
‘ the eaid I himent be dismissed.’” And , Commons resumed the adjourned debate, upon 
then the Lord High Steward put the question | the motion made two days before, by sir Wm. 


to the lords present, beyinnieg at the youngest 
baron, ia manner folowing, 

* My lond, your lordship has heard the Ques- 
‘ tion stated, what says your lordship, is your 
* lordship Content, or Not Content?’ 

The Lords present were efi Content. 

Then the Lord High-Steward said, “My 
Lords, upon the question stated, I am content. 
My Lords, Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
- Mortimer is Acquitted of High-Treason and 
other high crimes and misdemeanours where- 
svith he stands charged, by the unanimous vote 
ef your lordships here present.” 

And the Earl being called to the bar, the 
Lord High-Steward told him, “ Robert earl of 
Oxford and earl Mortimer, I am to acquaint 
your lordship, that your lordship is acquitted of 
the Articles of Impeachment exhibited against 
you for High-Treason, and other high crimes 
and misdemeanours, by the House of Com- 
mons, and all things therein contained; and 

pon Iam to pronounce this Judgment, 
which I pronounce accordingly :” ‘ Jt 1s coa- 
‘ sidered, ordered, and adjudged by the Lords 
© Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assem- 
* bled, that Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
‘ Mortimer, shall be, and is hereby acquitted 
‘of the Articles of Impeachment exhibited 
‘against him by the House of Commons for 


‘High Treason and other High Crimes and ; 
* Misdemer.nours, and of all things therein con-— 


“ tained, and thaz the said Impeachment shall 
‘ be, and is hereby, dismissed.’ 

Then the Lord High-Steward commanded 
the Lieutenant of the Tower of London to 
discharge his prisoner; and said, ‘“‘ My Lords, 
this is all that remains tu be done by virtue of 
his majesty’s commission, I do therefore declare 
the same to he dissolved.” Upon which the 

Lord High-Steward broke his staff.* 


ERR TOG GIS I IB GL EE SG OTERO D IED 
* «Thus ended this affair: and it is plain, 
the earl owed his discharge not only to the dis- 
apna between the two Houses, but also te the 
ate changes in the ministry; without which 
the earl of Nottingham, the duke of Argyle, 
the earl of Tlay, the dake of Devonshire, and 
the lord Townshend, would certainly not have 
been in the number of his friends. Mowever 
the Commons did not rest here. For though 
vir William Strickiand’s bill for inflicting pains 
aad penalties on the earl was not seconded, 
yet, to shew their resentment at this proceed- 
mg, they resolved that the king should be ad- 
dregeed, to except him out of the Act of Grace, 
! a was intended to be brought into the 
ouse. The king had likewise, two days be- 
fore, upon information that the eerl of Oxford 
designed ta come to court, theoght fit to furtid 
him.” Tindal. 
“T have the pleasure to inform you, that 
lerd, Oxford’s Iinpeachment was discharg<d 
last night, by the enanimeous consent of al! the 


Strickland, who again insisting on that motion, 
had the mortification of seeing, that not one 
member would second bim: On the contrary 
Mr. Hungerford said upon that matter, That 
for his own part, be had ever been against 
violent proceedings; that, in his opinion, where 
the life, fortune, or reputation of any man is 
concerned, the parliament ought to go apon 
evidence as strong and as full ss is required in 
Westminster-hall:; and that he had observed, 
that all Bills of Attainder proceeded from 
party-piques. Sir William Strickland being 
offended at this speech, made some severe re- 
segue u it: and — That for his own 
he had no personal pique against the earl of 
Oaford : bat looked spon hie aa an enemy to 
his country; and since the Commons could 
not bring him to justice m the ordinary way, 
they ought, in his opinion, te have recourse to 
an extraordinary method ; for which, however, 
they did aot want precedents. Mr. Hunger- 
ford tarned the reflections made upon him into 
raillery ; and after some other speeches, 


The Commons’ Address to the King to except 
the Karl of Oxford out of the Act of Grace.] 


Lords present : and, as nearly as I eould count, 
i sigan the dyke of Mark 
borough, my lord Cadogan, lord Coningsh 
aod a few others of thie’ macet vislent, bavise 
withdrawn themselves before the Lords came 
into Westminster-hall. The acclamations were 
as great as upon any occasion: and our friead, 
who seems more formed for adversity than 
prosperity, has, at present, many more friends 
than ever he hud betore in any part of his life, 
[ believe he will not have the fewer, from a 
message he received this morning from the 
King, by my lord chamberlain, to forbid him 
court, You know the prosecution wag 
at first the resentment of a party; but it hee 
came at last a ridiculous business, weakly car- 


ried on by the impotent rage of a woman,(I . | 


mean of my lady Marlborough) who is almast 
distracted that she could not obtain her re- 
venge.” Erasmus Lewis to Dr. Swift. Swift's 
Warks, vol. J6, p. 169, edit. 1808. 

‘6 It is an anecdote, now generally believed, 
That though this dispute between the twe 
Houses, (which Articles shogld be first pro 
ceeded on) was tie usiensible cause for dise 
missing the Impeachwent agaiuse lord Oxford ; 
the real cause was, a letier or paper, signed by 
the duke of Marlbvrough just before quees 
Auve’s death, which snewcu his connection, 
at thar ume, with the avdicate! tamily; and 
which letter lord Oxford hai in iis possession, 
In the notes to the article Churchill, ta the 
new Biographia Britannica, vol. 8, p. 562, this 
anecdote is very well a :thenticated from the 
late James West, e-q.” Hateell’s Precedents, 
vol, 4, p. 268, edit. 1796. ; 


2 


. up the said Address, 


The lord Castlecomer moved, “ That an hum- 
ble Address be presented to his majesty, set- 
ting forth the many great crimes of which Ro- 
bert ear! of Oxford and earl Mortimer has been 
impeached by this House; as likewise, the én- 
deavours that have been used by the Commons 
to bring the said earl to yustice; in which pro- 
ceedings, the unhappy differences that have 
arisen between the two Houses have disappoint- 
ed their just expectations ; and likewise, humbly 
to pray his majesty, that he will exceptthe said 
earl out of the Act of Grace, which his majesty 
has been graciously pleased to promise from the 
throne ; to the end the Commons may be at 


liberty to pruceed against the said earl in a 
_ parliamentary way.”—The lord Castlecomer 


being seconded by Mr. Yonge, and the question 
put upon his motion, it was carried in the af- 
firmative, and a Committee appointed to draw 
Another Committee was 
the same day appointed to inspect the Lords’ 


Journals, in relation to their proceedings on the. 


Trial of the earl ef Oxtord, and to report what 
they find therein, to the House. | , 


July 4. The lord. Castlecomer, chairman of 
~the committee, appointed to draw up the Ad- 
dress against the earl of Oxford, reported the 
same, which being ayreed to, it was resolved that 
the said Address be presented by the whole 
House. 


July 5. The Commons, with their Speaker, 
presented the said Address to his majesty, 


“ which is as follows: 


¢ 


“¢ Most gracious Sovereign, 

“© We your inajesty’s most faithful subjects, 

the Commons of Great Britain in parliament 
assembled, dv most bumbly represent tu vour 
majesty, That in eur Impeachment exhitited 
against Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 


- tiner, we did set forth, That he the said earl 


did traitervusly adhere to, aid, and abet the 
Jace French king, then an enemy to her late 
majesty, and did begin and carry on a clandes- 
tine and separate correspondence and negotia- 
tion with the ministers of the said French king; 
in consequence, of which it is evident, that great 
part of the Forces, maintained at the expence of 
so much British treasure, in order to reduce the 
power of France; as likewise great part of the 
Subsidies granted by parliament to foreign 
princes for the same end, were, in reality, made 
subservient and instrumental to awe the good 
allies of her majesty into a compliance with the 
hard terms dictated by France. | 

‘* The unhappy Catalans were abandoned ; 
the emperor, empire, and king of Portugal, were 
left to treat for themselves; the kingdom of 
Sicily was yiven to the duke of Savoy, as an 
inducement and reward to him: for quitting-the 


‘ common cause, in direct defiance and violation 


of the grand alliance, and of the declared sense 
of moat of her good allies, and especially of the 
Dutch, who, to this day, have never assented to 
-that condition of the Treaty of Utrecht.. A 
shameful and dishonourable treaty of peace was 
at last concluded, by which impracticable terms 


Vou. VII. 


present. 
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of trade were imposed oo Great Britain; the 
demolition of Dunkirk, which had been ad- 
dressed for by parliament, was eluded by a 
treacherous connivance, at the making of a new 
canal at Mardyke; ‘and the security which was 
proposed by removing the Pretender out of 
France, was, in the like manner, evaded by a 
treacherous connivance at bis residjag in Lor- 
rain, - 
“Tt is owing to your majesty’s unwearied 
endeavours fur the good of your subjects, and 
that just regard which is paid to your majesty 
hy foreign princes and states, that we see vur- 
selves delivered, in a great degree, from the ef- 
fects of those peraicious measures, which might 
otherwise have proved fatal to your kingdoms: 
but as we reflect with equal gratitude and ad-_ 
miration on your majesty’s being able to rew 


trieve such wiscarriiges, especially in a time | 


which has been disturbed by public tumults and 


rebellions: we think it is a great aggravation ~ 


of guilt in those who gave up so many national 
advantages, at atime when they laboured under 
no such ditiiculties at home, and when the con- 
tinued successes of a long and glorious war had 
put them into a condition of gaining the most 
beneficial terms from the enemy. 

“ Your faithful Commons did likewise exhibit 
several other Charges ayainst the said earl, re- 
presenting him in many notorious instances, as 
a person who had abused the trust and confie 
dence, which her late majesty hac reposed in 
him, and sacrificed the honour of his sovereign 
aud the good of her peopie, to private views of 
interest and ambition. | 

“ Your faithtul Commons have not been 
wanting in their endeavours to bring the said 
earl to justice; bat by reason of the unhappy 
differences that have, in this proceeding, arisen 
between the two Houses, we have found our-, 
selves disappointed of our just expectation, and. 
reduced to the necessity either of giving up 
rights and privileges of the highest importance 
to all the Commons of Great Britain, or seeing 
this great offender escape with impunity for the 

‘‘ For these reasuns, we do most bumbly be- 
seech your majesty, that your majesty wall be 
pleased to except Robert earl of Oxtord and 
earl Mortimer out of the Act of Grace, which 
your majesty has been graciously pleased to 
promise from -the throne; to the end the 
Commons may be at liberty to proceed against 
the said earl in a parliamentary way.” . 


The King’s Answer.] "To this Address, his 
majesty was pleased to return the following 
Auswer ; ; 

‘Gentlemen, . | 

‘‘ T will give directions in relation to the 
earl of Oxford, as you desire; and it is with 
pleasure I observe'the sense, expressed in your 


Address, of my endeavours for the security, hoe ° 


nour, and advantage of these kingdoms,” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the 
Session.] July 15. The King came. to the. 
House of Peers, and a Message was brought ta 

gk -_ 
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the Commons by the Usher of the Black Rod, 
commanding them to attend his majesty imme- 
diately, which they did accordingly, and ,Mr. 
Speaker presented the Money Bills to his 
majesty; which done, the Lord Chancellor 
tead a Speech delivered into his hands by the 
King, from the throne, as follows : 


“© My Lords and Gentlemen; 

'T cannot put an end to this session, with- 
out expressing my thanks to you, for the dis- 
patch vou have given to the public business, 
and declaring the satisfaction I promise myself 


in meeting you again eaily the next winter, : 


with the same good dispositions for the service 
of your country. The measures we have taken 
in this parliament, have, by the blessing of 
Almighty God, effectually defeated all the 
attempts of our enemies, both at home and 
abroad; and, as the principle on which those 
measures are founded, are equally conducive to 
the supporting the just rights of the crown 
and the liberties of the people, I shall always 
persevere in them myself, and distinguish those 
who adhere to them with steadiness and resolu- 
- tion. 
‘¢ Gentlemen of the IIouse of Commons; 
“T thank you, in the most affectionate man- 
ner, for the Supplies you have granted me, and 
for that constancy and zeal which you have 
shown in reducing our National Debts, not- 
withstand:ng the many incidents and obstruc- 
tions you have met with in the carrying on of 
that great work, As you have furnished me 
with the means of disappointing any designs of 
‘a foreign enemy against these my kingdoms, so 
‘I cannot but ascribe, in a great measure, the 
happy prospect of our affairs abroad to that 
public spirit which has appeared in your pro- 
ceedings, and has convinced the world, that 
NO Msinuations or artifices can divert you from 
your duty to your sovereign and a disinterested 
regard to your fellow-subjects. 


* My Lords and Gentiemen ; 

“Te 13 with great pleasure that I see the 
tranquillity of the nation so well established, as 
to admit of an Act of Grace, which I have 
long desired a fit opportunity to grant. I hope 
that such as shall, by this means, be restored 
to the enjoyment of security, and the protec- 
tion of those laws, against which they have 
offended, will have a due sense of this my 
indulyence, and give me the most acceptable 
return they can possibly make me, that of 
becoming friends, instead of enemies to their 
country,” 

-Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
parliament to the 12th of August. They were 
afterwards further prorogued, by several pro- 
rogations, to the-21st of November. 


THIRD SESSION or tHe FIFTH PAR< 
LIAMENT or GREAT BRITAIN. 


__ The King’s Speech on Opening the Session. | 
Nov. 21. The parliament being met, the King 
came to the House of Lords and delivered the 
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following Speech into the hands of the Lord 
Chancellor, who read the same to both Houses ; 


“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen; 


“TI am very glad I have been able to bring 
the sitting of parliament into a more proper 
and usual season of the year: I hope such an 
early meeting will not only be a benefit to the 
public, but a convenience to your private 
affairs.® 


* About this time a sertous difference took 
place between the king and the prince of 
Wales. ‘On the 3rd of November,” sayd 
Tindal, “ the princess of Wales was delivered 
of a prince, at St. James’s, and the king two | 
days after paid her a visit, aud retarned to 
Hampton-Court. The young prince was bap- 
tized the 28th of the same month, and died 
not long after. This baptism occasioned an 
unhappy difference between the king and the 
prince. It seems, the prince had designed the 
duke of York, bishop of Osnaburg, the king’s 
brother, to be one of the godfathers, and had 
reason to believe the king was satisfied with 
his choice. But, when the ceremony came to 
be performed, the duke of Newcastle stood 
godfather with the king, not as a proxy for, 
or representing the duke of York, but for him- 
self, and in his own name and person. This 
the prince took ill of the duke, not as he 
acted in obedience to his majesty’s command, 
but: as if the duke had done, or at least 
seemed officious to do, something which he 
was not commanded. This proceeding 
sensibly touched the prince, and raised his 
indignation to that degree, that he could 
not help showing it; but, as soon as the cere- 
mony was over, spoke some warm words te 
the duke, expressing his resentment at what 
he had done. Upon report of these words to 
the king, luis majesty thought fit to give a sud- 
den mark of his displeasure, by sending his 
cqmmands to the prince to keep his own aparte 
ment, till his pleasure was farther known; to 
which he immediately submitted: soon aftet 
this his majesty’s farther pleasure was signified - 
to the prince, that he should leave St. James's; 
accordingly he quitted the palace (the princess 
going along with bim,)and retired to the house 
of the earl of Grantham, in Albemarle-streety 
but the children, by the king’s order, remained 
at St. James’s, Soon after this his majesty’s plea~ 
sure wus signified to all the peers and peeresses 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and to all privy- 
counsellors and their wives, that all persons, 
who should go to see the prince and princess of 
Wales, should forbear coming into his majesty’s 
presence. Besides, such as bad employments 
under the king and prince both, were obliged 
to quit the service of one of them. Soon after © 
this difference, there was printed in the Am» 
sterdam Gazette, a letter in French, said to be 
written by one of the secretaries of state to 
the foreign ministers, dated at Whitehall, De- 
cember 24, 1717, giving an account of thé 
whole affair, of which the author of the Critie, 
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“ As I have always had at heart the security 
and pase of my people, so ] never kept up any 
troops but for their pretection, and haye taken 
every opportunity to dishand as many as I 
thought consistent with their safety. have 
reduced the Army to very near one half, since 
the heginning of the last session of parliament, 
and lessened them to such a number as will 
neither be a burthen to my good subjects, nor 


(a weekly paper) published a translation. The 
Letter was as follows: 

“Sir; His majesty having been informed that 
several reports, for the most part ill grounded, 
are spread abroad conceraing’ what has lately 
passed in the royal family, he has ordered me 
to send you the inclosed account of it.—As seon 
as the young prince was born, the king caused 
himself to be informed of what was wont to 
be observed in the like cases, in this kingdom, 
in regard to the ceremony of baptism; and 
having found by the records, that, when it 
was a boy, and the king was godfather, it was 
the custom for him to nominate for second 
godfather, one of the principal lords of his 
court, who for the most part was the lord 


chamberlain; he named for this function, the 


duke of Newcastle, who now bears that charge ; 
Naming at the same time for godmother the 
dutciess of St. Alban’s, first lady of honour to the 
princess. Nevertheless, his royal highness the 
prince of Wales conceived such a dislike at 
this, that on Thursday last, after the solemnity 
of the baptism was over, finding himself no 
jonger master of his temper, he drew near to 
the duke of Newcastle, and gave him very 
reproachful words, upon supposition that he 
had solicited that honour in spite of him. The 
king was still in the chamber, but not near 
enough to hear what the prince said to the 
duke. This last thinking himself obliged to 
inform the king of it, and the prince having 
confessed the matter to the dukes of Kingston, 
Kent, and Roxburgh (whom his majesty sent to 
him the next day upon this otcasion) bis ma- 
‘ yesty ordered him by a second message, not to 
go out of his ewn apartment till farther order: 
on Saturday the prince wrote a letter to the 
king, and the next day, (Sunday) another: 
but, his majesty not finding them satisfactory, 
and having besides other reasons of discontent 
at several steps the prince had taken, he 
caused him to be told yesterday in the after- 
noon, by his vice-chamberlain, Mr. Cook, that 
be should be gone from the palice of St. 
James's; and to the princess, that she might 
continue in the palace as long as she thought 
convenient; but that as for the princesses, her 
daughters, and the young prince, the king would 
have them remain with him in the palace, and 
that the princess should be permitted to see 
them as often as she desired it. However, 
the princess, being unwilling to leave the 
prince, ber husband, went with him to the 
house of the earl of Grantham her lord-cham- 
berlain, where their royal bigbnesses lay last 


night.” | 


: 
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an encouragement to our enemies to insult 
them. | 7 
“You cannot but be sensible of the many 
attempts which have been set on font to 
diauit the pee of Europe, and of these 
kingdoms : they only pretend not to see, who 
are not afraid of them. But as no application 
has been wanting on my part to preserve the 
public tranquility, I have the pleasure to find 
my good ofices have uot been altogether un- 
successful, and lave reason to hope they will, 
in the end, have their full and desired effect, 
‘“¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;: 

*‘ I question not but you are.very well pleas. 
ed to find that your endeavours for lessening 
the National Debts, have at the same time 
raised the public credit; and that whatever 
was proposed for that end is actually and com- | 
pletely effected. This success must chiefly be 
attributed to that just and prudent regard you 
have shewhb to parliamentary engagements. 

“Tt was with the view of procuring and set- 
tling a lasting tranquillity, that I demanded the 
extraordinary Supply which you granted me 
lastsession. The credit, which this confidence 
reposed in me, hath given us abruad, has al- 
ready heen so far effectual, that I can acquaint 
you we have a much better prospect than we 
had. I have ordered an Account to.be laid 
before you of the very small part of that Sup- 
ply which as yet bas been expended ; any far- 
ther issues that may be made of it, shall be 
also laid before you: And you may be assured, 
that every part of it shall either be employed 
for your seryice, or saved to the public. : 

“ [ have ordered to be laid before you a state 
of the Deficiencies 07 the present year, and the 
several Estimates for the service of the next; 
which you will find considerably diminished. 


IT rely upon your making the necessary provision 


for them; not doubting of the continuance af 
that zeal for the good of your country, which 
hath been so eminently conspicuous in every 
session of this parliament. 

‘‘T cannot in justice avoid putting you in 
mind, that several Arrears of Pay and Subsidy, 
incurred before my accession to the crown, are 
claimed by foreign priuces and states: I shafl 
order them to be laid befure you, to the end 
you may put them in a method of being exa- 
mined and stated ; which will very much tend 
o the honour and credit of the nation, 

«« My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“ T could heartily wish, that at a time whea 
the common enemies of our Religion are, by 
all manuer of artifices, endeavouring to undcr- 
mine and weaken it, both at home and abroad, 
all those who are friends to our present happy 
establishment, might unanimously concur in 
some proper method for the greaer strengthen 
ing the Protestant Interest: of whircn, as the 
Church of England 's anquestionabiy the main 
support and buiwark, so wil she reap the prine 
cipal benefit of every advantaye accruing by 
the union and mutual charity of all Protestants. 

s* As none cali recommend themselves more 
effectually to ny favour and countenance, than 


a 


~ should take etiect. 
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by a sincere zeal for the just rights of the crown 
and the liberties of the people; so I am deter- 
mined to encourage all those who act ayreea- 
bly to the constitution of these my kingdoms, 
and consequently ta the principies on which 
my zovernment is funded. 

*¢ The eyesof all Europe are upon you at this 
critical juncture. Itis your interest, for which 
reason | think at mine, that my endeavours for 
procuring the peace and quiet of Christendom, 
Nothing can so much con- 
tribure to this desirable end, as the unanimity, 
dispatch, and vigour of your resolutions for the 
support of my government.” 

Lhe Lords’ Address of Thanks.] His ma- 
jJesty being retired, the Lords voted’an Address 
of Thanks, and the next day waited on the 
King with the same as follows : 


*€ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“We your mijesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
‘parliament assembled, do return your majesty 
our humble Thauks for your most gracious 
Speec', trom the throne, and for your regard to 
the conveniency of your subjects, in meeting 
them so early in parliament; and beg leave to 
express to your majesty the just sense we have 
of your great concera for the ease of your peo- 
ple, in disbanding so considerable a sumber of 
your Forces, and of your care, at the same 


‘time, in consulting their safety. We return 


your majesty our most humble thanks for your 
unwearied endeavours and application towards 
preserving and settling the peace and tranquil- 
lity of Europe, and of these your kingdoms, 
against the many attempts of ail kinds to dis- 
turb them; and cannot sufficiently express our 
satistaction, that there is a prospect of success ; 
and do assure your majesty, that, as you have 
been pleased, in so gracious a manner, to de- 
clare your interests and those of your people 
inseparable ; so nothing sball be wanting on 
our paris, at this critical junctore, towards sup- 
porting your majesty wih the utmost zeal and 
vigour, till your majesty’s endeavours for the 
quiet of Christendom and the good of your 


_ people have had their full and desired effect. 


“ We havea grateful sense of your majesty’s 
concern for the Protestant Religion, and the 
Church of England as by law established ; 
which, as it has always been the chief of the 
Protestant churches, so it can nevcr be so well 
supported as by strengihening and uuiting (as 
far as may be) the Protes:ant Interest.” 


The King’s Answer,] To which Address his 

majesty returned this Answer : 
« My Lords; 

“ I thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
‘dress: the zeal you expréss, for the support of 
my government, cannot but have the best ef- 
fect upon our affairs both at home and abroad,” 


The Commons’ Add: ess of Thanks.] Nov. 
238. The Commons agreed upon the following 
Address, and presented it this day to his ma- 


» jesty ;- 
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** Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“« We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liame ntassembled, crave leave to express our 
gratitude to your majesty, for your most gra- 
clous Speech from the throne, 

‘Our minds are filled with the most lively 
sense of your najesty’s regard to your people 
in bringing the sitting of parliament intoa more 
proper and usual season of the year. And as 
your majesty bas been graciously pleased tg 
consider the convenience of our private affairs, 
in this early meeting, we shalt endeavour to 
answer your majesty’s gracious intentions, by 
improving it, as much as we are able, to the 
benefit of the public, 

“We are highly sensible of the concern 
your majesty has shewn for the welfare of your 
people, by the reductions you have been pleased 
to make from time to time, of the Land Forces, 
so soon as the posture of pffairs rendered it 
safe to these your kingdoms. It is our pe-' 
culiar happiness to see ourselves governed by 
a sovereign, who is not influenced by any 
notions of yreatness that are inconsistent with 
the prosperity of bis subjects ; and who pro- 
poses to himself the ease of his people, as the 
chief glory of his reign. : 

** We acknowledge, with hearts full of duty 
and gratitude, your majesty’s unwearied endea- 
vours to present the many attempts which have 
been set on fuot to disturb the peace of Europe, 
and the quiet of these kingdoms; and bave 
the more reason to apprehend the ill conse- 
quences of such atrempts, since there are those 
who, as they would be thought to see no danger 
in them, give us reason to believe that they 
would not be troubled at their success. We 
are therefore firmly resolved, in the mast ef- 
fectual manner, to support your majesty in such 
measures as your majesty, 1i your great wisdom, 
shall judgé necessary to procure the establish- 
ment of the tranquillity of Europe. 

“* We receive, with the preatest satisfaction, 
your majesty’s gracious expressions and assu- 
rances touching the extraordinary Supply grant- 
ed last year: and will cheerfully grant your 
majesty such Supplies as shall effectually pro- 
vide for the pubiic service. 

“It is with unspeakable sorrow of heart, 
that we ubserve the many artifices which are 
made use of by the common enemies of our 
religion, to undermine and weaken it, both at 
home and abroad; and as we have tbe most 
grateful sense of thetender concern which your 
majesty has been pleased to express for the 
Protestant Rehgion, and especially for the 


main support of it, the Church of England as - 


by law established ; so we are resolved, on our 
part, to consider of the most effectual methods 
for strengthening the Protestant interest of these 
kingdoms. 

“ Tt is a pleasureto us, that the eyes of all 
Europe are turned upon us at this critical junc- 
ture, since we have thereby an opportunity of 
shewing the world thejust confidence we re 
pose in your majesty, and our uoshaken resolu. 
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tions to support your government, in such 
maouer, as shail enable your majesty to settle 
the peace of Christendom.” 


Tne King’s Answer | To which the King re- 

turned the flowing Auswer: 
“ Gentiemen ; 

“ Tthank vou fur the repeated assurances 
you have given me, in this dutitul and loyal 
Address, of yeur ailectionate support and as- 
sistance lia the present juncture of affairs. I 
expected no less from a House of Commons, so 
ail-ctlonate to my person, and so zealous for 
the public weltare.” 


Great Debate in the Commons concerning the 
Number of the Land Forces.}| December 4. 
A motion was made for a Supply for maintain- 
ing the Guards and Garrisons, in Great Britain, 
for the year 1718, according tothe [Estimate 
Jaid before the House. ‘This motion was op- 
posed by Mr. Shippen, sir William Wyndham 
and 

Mr. Robert Walpole, which Iast made a 
speech, wherein, besides the common topic of 
the danger of a Standing Army in a free nation, 
he insisted on four principal points, viz. 1. 
That whereas they were given to understand, 
that the Army was reduced to 16.000 and odd 
men, it still consisted of above 18,000, which 
wasone third part more than the number of 
Land Forces in Great Britain amounted to 
formerly in time of peace. 2. That there whs 
no due proportion observed, either between the 
number of horse, dragoons, and foot, or be- 
tween the number of the officers and soldiers 
that were kept standing ; insomuch, that of 
about 11,000/. which the pay of a reduced re- 
giment of foot amounts to, near 7,000/. goes 
towards the pay of the officers, and 40004. onty 
tu the private soldiers. 3. That the keeping up 
so great a number of ofhcers, was, in ettect, 
the maintaining of an army almost double of 
what was intended, since the soldiers that were 
wanting to complete the companies and revi- 
ments, might be raised with a drum in twice 
four and twenty hours, 4. That the pay of ge- 
neral officers, which amounted to above 20,0004. 
was an expence altogether needless, and un- 
precedented in time of peace. All these par- 
ticulars Mr. Walpole enlarged upon, and made 
good his assertions by proper vouchers. 

Mr. Craggs, secretary at war, answered 
Mr. Walpole. He said, That in all wise go- 
vernments, the security of the state is the rule 
chietly to be regarded; and that his majesty, 
both in the augmentation and the reduction of 
his forces, had not only consulted the sefety, 

“but likewise the ease of his people. That 
though, as was suggcsted, the nation paid at 
present near 18,000 inen, yet there were only 
16,347 who could give any jealuusy, unless some 
people should think our liberties in danger, 
from the chaplains, surgeons, widows of officers, 
and such harness, inotiensive persons, wha 
were included in the first number : That there- 
fore there are not much above 4,000 men mure 
now io Great Britain than there were kept up 
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after the Peace of Ryswick, which number 
must be thought very moderate by all who wish 
weil to the present happy Settlement, con- 
sidering that the embers of an unnatural Re- 


hellion, lately extinguished, were still warm, and 


the discuntents industriously fomented by thé 
enemics of the government; Thac the parlia- 
ment had ever contented themselves with fixing » 
the number of the Forces that were thoughe - 
necessary to be maintained, but had left to the 


crownthe manner of reducing and modelling 


that number,; and therefore, sf they should 
now do otherwise, it weuld te but an indif- 
ferent return to that gracious and tender regard 
which, on alk occasions, his majesty has sewn 
to the security and ease of his sub}: cts. ‘That 
after all, itis no less a piece of justice than. 
toatter of prudence, to kcep up as preat a rune 
ber of officers as possible; for, besides the uc- 
casion which the nation may have for them 
for the future, itis but reasonable to acknow- 
ledge the past eminent Services of geatlemen, 


who having been brought up to no other trade ’ 


but war, had no other way to subsist and pro- 
vide for themselves and families. , 


Mr. Craggs was backed by Mr. -Aislabie, - 


Mr. Hampden, Mr. John Sinith, Mr. Coventry, 
member for Bridport, col. Bladen, Mr. Bare 
riugton Shute, and sir Joseph Jekyll, who chiefly 
insisted onthe necessity of keeping up 16,000 
men at least, one year longer. : 

Sir David Dalrymple was of the same opi- 
nion, and tq that purpose urged, Thatthe dis- 
contents run still as high in Scotland as before 
the late Rebellion ; for which he alledged se- 
veral reasons, 

Mr. Walpole, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Freeman, 
general Erle, and soine other gentlemen, were 
of opinion, That 12,000 men were sufheicnt ; 
and the debate having lasted till a quarter past 
six, the question was goiug to be put whether 
the number should 16 or 12,000? 

Mr. Sieppen made the foilowing speech : 

“ Mr, Speaker ; I congratulate the honour- 
able person below (general Luwley) on bis be- 
ing restored te the yood opinion ot the learned 
gentleman who spoke last: (sir Joseph Jekyll) 
for it is not long since he (see p. 467) complie 
mented, I will not say flattered, another at the. 
expence of that honourable person, and most 
of the general officers in this kmgdom. a 

“ But as tothe question before us, it is my 
misfortune to difier from that learned gentle- 
may in all he hath advanced, which, when 
stripped of some excursions, may be reduced to 
these two propositions: § 1, ‘That the only 
« danger of continuing the Army 1s the Expence 
‘ofit. 2. That we ougit to comply with the 
‘number of Forces proposed, because it 1s de- 
‘ manded by the king, who is the best judge of 
‘ our necessities.’ ; . 

“T do not olject to the first reason, that the 
phrase is ambizuous, and that it ts dificult to 
know what he means by the Danger of the Ex- 
pence ; but, if L understand him, the answer 
is obvious. For though the Expeuce is doubs 
less a matter highly deserving the consideratiog. 

3 ‘ 
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ef this House, whose business and duty it is to 
dispuse of the public money with the utmost 
frugality ; yet it is by no means the chief, or 
only arguwent against keeping up an Army in 
time of peace. ‘The chief argument, with great 
submission, is, That the civil and military 
power cannot long subsist together; that a 
Standing Army in time of peace will neces- 
sarily impede the free execution of the laws of 
theland. And it is theregore very extraordinary 
that the expernce should be thought the only 
danger, to use his own terms, of a Standing 
Army, by a person whose profession and pres 
sent station oblige him to make those laws _ his 
first care; and that it should be urged as such 
in this place, where so many millions have 
been cheerfully granted for the defence of 
them. 

_ & The second reason is no more conclusive 
thaa the first, as 1 hope to make appear in the 
sequel of what I have to offer. 

‘Gentlemen have insisted much on the great 
grace and favour shewn in reducing the Army 
since the beginning of the last session; and I 
presume not to say, thatwe were deccived into 
. the Vote then given for maintaining 32,000 men, 
because we always preceed with tle utinost 
caution and circumspectinn, and because the 
deep designs of the Swedish Piot, which occa- 
sioned such terrible apprehensions amongst us 
have since been fully discovered to the world. 

“+ But however wisely it was then done,! hope 
‘ever again to see, either the same number, 
or near the same corps, after some arttul re- 
ductions, coutinued in this nation in time of 
peace, on any pretence, on any apprehensions 
whatsoever. 

“ T will not troubJe you, Sir, with my remarks 
on the fallacy of those reductions. They have 
' been sufficiently exposed by a gentleman (Mr. 
R. Walpole) who is better intormed of the 
secret of that affair, and who, I am glud to find, 
when he is contending for the service of his 
country, is no more afraid than myself, of being 
called a Jacobite, by those, who want other ar- 
guments to support their debates. 

‘¢ Our present consideration is, whether there 
are any reasons to induce us, as our circum- 
stances now stand, to keep up above 16,000 
men, with officers for almost double that num- 
ber: and whether, it we should consent to keep 
them up, we should act, as his majesty desires 
we should, agreeably to the constitution of these 
kingdoms, and consequently to the principles 
on which his government is founded. 

“ Now in virtue of that freedum of speech 
we are all intitled to, I beg leave to declare 
my opinion, That the keeping up the number 
proposed, is so far from being necessary to our 
protection, that it will be inconsistent with our 
safety, and an excessive burthen te his ma- 
jesty’s good subjects, Nor do I think it pos- 
sible any arguments can be invented, none Iam 
sure have been yet offered, to inciine a Honse 
of Commons at this time, when we are in a 
profound tranquillity, some domestic feuds ex- 
cepted, to submit to that, which every member, 


every lover of liberty must own, abstractedly 
considered, to be a grievance, and such a one 
as ought never to be submitted to, but in that 
most desperate and deplorable circumstance, 
where itis to be chosen asthe less evil. 

‘s { know these assertions interfere with what 
is laid down in the second paragraph of his ma- 
Jesty’s Speech. But we are to consider that 
Speech as the composition and advice of his 
ministry, and are therefore at liberty to debate 
every proposition in it; especially those which 
seem rather calculated for the meridian of Ger- 
many, than of Great Britain. 

“‘ Tt is the only infelicity of his majesty’s reign, 
That he isunacquainted with our language end 
constitution ; and it istherefore the more in- 
cuinbent on his British ministers to inform him, 
That our goverament does not stand oa the 
same foundation with his German dominions, 
which, by reason of their situation, and the 
nature of their constitution, are obliged to keep 
up armies in time of peace. Nor is it in the 
least to be wondered at, that his majesty, who 
hath spent the earlier part of his life in those 
dominions, should think sixteen, oreven 32,000 
men, might be continued in so rich and power- 
ful a nation as this is, without being a burthen 
toit. But when he shall come to understand, 
that the smaller number, in time of peace, would 
be destructive to that security and ease of his 
people, for which he expresses so tender a re- 
gard, he will doubtless be convinced, that those 
act must conformably to their duty and _ his ine 
terest, who, as true subjects of Great Britaia, 
are against continuing more troops, than have 
heen usually thought and found sufficient, in 
the same situation of affairs, for the support 
of the crown and the safety of the kingdom. 

‘‘] am therefore at a loss to conceive how 
gentlemen can persuade themselves, that the 
complying with this extraordinary demand, 
would promote his majesty’s service. For it 
supposes not only a distrust, but a weakoess in 
the government: as if neither the affections of 
the people at home, nor the Treaties of our 
allies abroad, were to be depended on: which 
is a thought so injurious, so contradictory to 
some solemn assurances from the throne, thas 
no one will presume to advance it openly ia 
the House or elsewhere; and yet it Is all, in 
my humble apprehension, included ia this mo- 
tion. Nothing, indeed, can alienate the hearts 
of the people from his majesty ; but such at- 
tempts have formerly proved fatal to princes 
of less cousummate wisdom and virtue. Nor 
are we to imagine, that the same grievance is 
not equally mischievous in the reign of a good 
prince as of a bad one. . It is sometimes more 
so, because less expected, and less gaarded 
against. 

‘“‘ Surely his majesty will have no just cause 
to doubt the continuance of that zeal for the 
good of our country, which, he is pleased ta’ 
say hath been so eminently conspicuous in every 
session of this parliament, if we make the fate 
of other nations a documest te ourselves on 
this occasion ; if we think, that she kecping up 
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a larger number of Forces, than is absolutely 
necessary, too dangerous an experiment to be 
often repeated. « 

“‘ Let gentlemen look round Europe, and 
they will find, That some of the freest and 
bravest people in it, have by this very method 
lost their liberties. They will find, that the 
civil power was from time to time drawn in 
by pretended exigencies, to allow and maintain 
an armed force in peace; which, as they at 
first thought, and were instructed to believe, 
was intended tu add strength to their authority, 
to secure them in the possessicn of their religi- 
ous and political rights; to watch the ambi- 
tious designs of their neighbour nations; and to 
preserve the balance of power. Glorious inten- 
tions, if they had proved real! But though they 
used all possible precautions ; though they made 
it the condition of their establishment, that the 
forces should he disbanded, when the extraordi- 
nary occasion for which they were raised ceased ; 
yet they perceived too late that their condition 
was not binding; that they had erected a power 
superior to themselves; that the soldiery, wren 
they had tasted the sweets of authority, would 
not part with it, and, that even their princes, 
after these temporary concessions made to thein, 

. began to think, that ruling by an army was a 
more easy, a2 more compendious way of go- 
vernment, than acting under the restraints and 
limitations of the laws oftheir country. And now 
they wear the chains, which they put round their 
own necks, and lament the loss of that freedom, 
which they unhappily consented to destroy, and 
which could never have been destroyed*without 
their consent. 

‘© But there is no need of fetching argu- 
ments on this subject from foreign nations. 
Our own ts too well acquainted with the effects 
of continuing an armed force in peace, not to 
apprehend every thing from it, be the pretence 
never so spegious. | 

“ Tt would be misspending your time, to re- 
count the mischiefs which have from hence 
happened to this nation: and I will not run 
back to former reigns. But I cannot forbear 
observing what [Mr. Snell] my very good friend 
near ine hath already hinted, that it was the 
great grievance complained of inthe Bill of 
Rights,* and was that from which the ‘Rtevolu- 
tion was to deliver us. King William himself, 
after the Peace of Ryswick, cou!d not obtain 
above 10.000 men, though he had then a more 
enterprizing and a more powerful prince to 
deal with, than any now in this part of the 
world. And the proceeding of that House of 
Commons must be ever justified Ly those, who 
have the least concern for our constitution, not- 
withstanding some ungrounded insinuations, 
that it involved us in a tong and expensive war. 
Resides, it is every year declared in the Act of 
Motiny and Desertion, That the keeping up a 
standing Ariny in time of peace is against law; 
and as the freeing us from it was one of the 
ends of the Revolution, so no doubt the pre- 


* See yol. 5, p. 484. . 
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serving us for ever from an attempt of thre like 
nature, was one of those innumerabdle glorious 
advantages proposed by the Act of Succession. 

‘¢ But it hath been urged, That the consent 
of parliament reconciles all; and that forces, 
so continued, are not to be accounted a stand- 
ing army, because they are intended to keep out 
a standing army; which with the noble lord’s 
leave, [lord Molesworth] who makes the dise . 
tinction, 1s a notion too fine, too chimerical to 
be maintained. 

‘¢ T know indeed it is explained both in the 
Bill of Rights, and in the Act of Mutiny and 
Desertion, that the keeping up a standing 
army in time of peace is illegal only if done 
without consent of parliament: now, this in no 
sort weakens the argument, as to the inconveni- 
ence and oppression of which I am speaking. 
For though the parliament, in these deciaratory 
laws, seems to put in its claim only against the 
incroachments of the crewn, from whence it 
supposed such oppressions were wore likely to 
come, than from the representatives of the 
people ; yet the consent of parliament cannot 
alter the nature of things, cannot hinder the 
same causes from producing the same effects. An 
army, though kept up by the consent of partia- 
ment, will, like other armies, soon know its own 
strength, willin probability pursue the dictates 
of self preservation, and rather choose to dise 
solve that authority with which it is incompa- 
tible, than tamely submit to its own dissolution, 
Anarmy, though kept up by consent of par- 
hament, if it hath no enemies abroad, will be 
apt to make depredutions at home; and I wish 
there hath not been something of that kind 
done this last vear:*I wish we ‘have no com- 
plaints from some of our own most considerable 
parliamentary corporations, ofsoldiers demand- 
ing free quarter, aud insulting the chief magis- 
trates for exerting the power we have lodged 
with them, and endeavouring to redress the 
grievances of the poor inn-keepers and inha- 
bitants. Nay, the consent of parliament is so 
far from altering the nature and genius of ar- 
mies, that a parliament army, consisting of about 
the number now demanded, once commit- 
ted greater outrages, and yave a deeper wound 
to the constitution, than all the armies of the 
crown have ever done; and that army was the 
creature of a parliament which had established 
itself. But if we were to admit for argument’s 
sake, that the consent of parliament could 
anake armies more tame and ductile than they 
-would otherwise be, I think, however, it would ’ 
not be advisable for a parliament, that in- 
tends to act rationally and agreeably either to 
the principles, on which his majesty’s govern- 
ment, or its own power is founded, to familia- 
rize a military force to this free nation. For 
the very name and terror of it would, without 
oppression, awe and subdue the spirits of the 
people, extinguish their love of liberty, and 
beget a mean and abject acquiescence in slavery, 

<< Sir, we have already suspended some laws 
and repealed others, to comply with the he- 
cessities of the administration: but pray let us 
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not go farther, let us not go on to continue 
the urmy, or the greatest part of it: for so long 
as itis continued, so long is the whole constitu- 
‘tion suspended, or, at Jeast in the mercy of 
those whom we arm against it.” 


Mr SutppEN coMMITTED TO THE TowER 
Yor reflecting upon the King’s Person and Go- 
vernment.| ‘The Expressions in the above 
Speech, which are distinguished by being 
printed in Italic characters, guve offence to seve- 
ral members, and i particular to Mr. Lech- 
mere, wio baving iaken them down in writing, 
urged, * That those Words were a scandalous 
Invective against the hirg’s Person and Go- 
verument, of which the Livuse ought to shew 
the highest resentment, and therefore inoved, 
That the member who spoke those offensive 
Words should be sent to the Tower.” Mr. 
Lechmere was seconded Ly Mr. Spencer Cow- 
per, and backed by sir Joseph Jekyll, and some 
others: Upon which Mr. Robert Walpole said, 
“© That if the Words in question were spoken 
by the member, on who: they were charged, 
the Tower was too light a punishment for his 
rashness ; butas what he had said ia the heat of 
this debate might have been misunderstood, he 

was for allowing him the liberty of explaining 
himself.” Mr. Snell, Mr. Hutcheson, and some 
ethers, spoke also in behalf of Mr. Shippen, in- 
tending chiefly to give him an opportunity of 
retracting or excusing what he had said, which 
Mr. Shippea noc thiuking proper to do, a yreat 
dispuf€e arose, upon the question, Whether the 
Words taken dovn in writing were the same as 
had beenspoken? A member having sugested, 
That there wus no precedent of a Censure 
passed on a member of the House, for Words 
spoken in a@ Committee, sur Charles Lotham 
produced instances of the contrary; and, on 
the cther hand, Mr. Shippen having matotained 
what he had advanced, it was, at last, resolved, 
by 196 voices against 100, “ That the Words 
taken down in writing were spoken by Mr. 
Shippen.” It was then about nine in the even- 
Ing, and it being muved and carried, & That 
the Chairman do leave the chair;” Mr. Speaker 
resumed his place, aud Mr. Farrer reported 
from the said Committee, 

“ That Exceptions having been taken to 
© some Words spoken in the Comauttec, by 
« William Shippen, esq. a Mentber of the 
*“ House, the Cominitiee had directed him to 
* report the Words to the Jiouse.” 

Ordered, That the Report he now read. 

Mr. Farrer deported the Words accordingly, 
and they are as follow: viz, That Wibiam 
Shippen, esq. speaking of the King’s Speech, 
said these Words; 

“ That the second paragraph of the King’s 
*¢ Speech seemed rather to be calculated for 
the Meridian of Germany than Great 
“¢ Britain.” - 

“ That the King is a stranger to our languagé 
and constituciun.” 

_ Then Mr. Shippen was heard in his place, 
and withdrew. After which, a myiion being 
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made, and the question put, “ That the Werds 
spoken by Williams Shippen, esq. a member of 
this House, are highly dishonourable to, and 
unjustly reflecting on, his Majesty’s Person and 
Government,” the Louse divided: Ayes 175; 
Noes 81. So it was resolved inthe Afiirmas 
tive; and thereupon it was ordered, “That Wal. 
lian Shippen, esq. be for hig said otfence, coni- 
mitted prisoner to his majesty’s Tower of Lon- 
don; and that Mr. EOpeanct do issue iis: war 
rants uccordingly.”* 


Further Debate in the Commons concerning 
the Numb-r of the Land Forces.| December 5. 
Tie Commons went again into a grand Come 
mittee, to consider farther of the Supply, and a 
Debate arising, c-ncerning the number of men 
for Guards and Garrisons in Great Britain, and 
Jersey and Gucrusey only, witbout including 
the forces abroad, viz. the Plantations in Ame- 
rica, the Garrisons i in Minorca, Gibraltar, Pla- 
centia and Annapolis, and of the islands Baha- 
ma and Providence, 


Mr. Jefferies, member for Droitwich, made 
the following speech: 

« Mr. Speaker; I shall not waste the time 
of the Committee in making an apology for 
meddling in this question; since I apprehend 
whatever I can yet call my own to be at stake 
in the event of it. Whether the Army shall be 
disbanded or continucd in time of pence ? Whe- 
ther we shall be governed by the magistrate, or 
the soldier? Or, whether we shall be bond or 
free? are, in my opinion, questions of the same 
import, I think myselt justified in saying this, 
from the examples of most Countries in Europe, 
They were once free; but if it be inquired, 
how, from the state of "freedom, they sunk into 
slavery, it will appear; that their common ruin 
has proceeded froin the continuance of reguiar 
Troops in pay, after the occasion for which 
they were raiscd was over, 

‘That this islind has retained its freedom 
longer than the countries on the continent, has 
been aputed to its situation, which not being 
so much exposed to the incursicns of its neigh- 
bours, there was not the like pretence for keep- 
ing up regular troops. But the preservation of 
our jiberues to this time, is, in my. opinion, 
rather to be ascribed to the due sense our fore- 
fathers had of the danger the public underwent 
from intrusting princes with a Standing Force 
in time of peace; and also to the measure ob- 
served by the House of Commons, in giving 
such Supphes enly, as enabled the prince. to 
live in the full e:.joyment of bis prerogative, 
without putting it into his power to anes the 
hbertre s ot the subject. ; 


* Fora short Account of Mr. Shippen see 
p. 312 of the present Volume. Hedid not pe- 
uiuoa the House to be discharged, but remained 
in the Tower till the 21st of March in the fal- 
lowing year, ou which day the parliament was 
prorogued, He attended the House on the 
first day. of the following session, and tonk 9 
| partin the debate upon the King’s Speech, 
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6 From the first credible account of things 


in this kingdom, dewn to king Charles 2nd’s 
time, I can find no instance, where the crown 


kept up regular troops in time of peace, that of 


Richard 2 excepted. He lived in a tempestu- 
ous age ; he had wars abroad, and commations 
athome. The first Rebellion, headed by Wat 
Tyler, was composed without shedding the blood 
of any one of the rebe!s, save Tyler himself; 
the king gave them good words ; they laid down 
their arms, went home, and were all pardoned. 
Another rebellion of the men of Kent and Es- 
sex broke out, which occasioned the king’s rais- 
ing an army of forty thousand men, The re- 
bels applied by' petitioa to have their liberties 
and franchises allowed them. But the king 
spoke to these in a diilerent style; and told 
them, slaves they were, and siaves they should 
be. Five hundred of them were cut to pieces in 
the field, and fifteen hundred of them were af- 
terwards executed:in cold blood. ‘This severi- 
ty awed the nayon fora while. But, the dis- 
content of the people afterwards increasing, 


ebout the 20th year of his reign, a Parliament. 


was called, and to use the historian’s words, 
lest I should offend any tender ear, ‘ all endea- 
© yours were used to procure such a parliament, 
¢ as would concur with the king’s designs,’ Be- 
fore they met, ferces were raised ‘to attend 
© and guard the parliament ; which might at the 
“same time be an awe upon any refractory 
“ memhers*.’ Touching the numbers of which 
this army consisted, history is silent: this only 


¥ < Richard had taken ali necessary mea- 
sures to have a parliament at his devotion. 
_ Some time since, be had changed all the she- 
riffs of the kingdom, and suffered none, but what 
bad promised to be subservient to his designs. 
He had taken the same precautions, with re- 
spect to all officers that had credit and power 
inthe boroughs and counties. So by means 
-ef the magistrates, and persons in public posts, 
he had caused such representatives te be chosen 
as he had secured beforehand. If any were 
elected not agreeable to him, the sheriffs were 
ordered not to return them, but to cause others 
to be chosen in their room. Besides, as the 
House of Commons were the sole judges in the 
affair of elections, he was well assured that such 
a parliament would confirm or reject whom he 
pleased. It must not be thought very difficult 
for a king of England to execute such‘a pro- 
ject. Experience has since confirmed, on num- 
Abericns occasions, that by the like ways, it is 
very possible, to cause representatives to be 
chosen devoted to the eourt. However, histo- 
rians remark, that it was in this parliament, that 
such practices were first used. But it must 
likewise be added, that it was one of the prin- 
cipal causes of Richard’s destruction, as will be 
seen hereafter, And indeed it is impossible 
that a nation can see their liberties in the hands 
of men, whom they have not themselves freely 
chosen, without desiring to be delivered from 
such an oppression.”—Rapin, vol. 4, p. 59, 8vo. 
Edit. 1757. : 
Vou. VII. 
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we are given to know, that four thousand of 
them were archers, and that many of them were 
Cheshire men. It is not to the present pur- 
pose to go over the extravagancies of that par 
liament, ~ 

“‘ Into what a state things were brought by 
that king’s conduct, appears from an observa- 
tion made by the same historian, who says, 
‘That the king having thus established his 
‘ power, and put himself beyond all opposition, 
‘ thought himself secure, and an absolute prince. 
‘ But x being laid upon such a foundation, as 
‘ begat many discontents among the people, all 
‘the fabric proved wenk, and was soon fol- 
“lowed with lamentable ruin.’ Wheo that 
king’s affairs grew desperate, an oath was re- 
quired from the duke of Lancaster, (afterwards 


.Henry 4) that he should catse the king to send 


home the Cheshire guard, which was according- 
ly done, 

‘* I abserve in the debate, it has been taken 

for granted, That the crown of England has a 
right to a number of regular troops, under the 
denomination of guards; This isa notion I caa 
by no meaas give into. It was not se ab An- 
tiquo. 
‘‘ The first guards we hear of, the Yeomen 
of the Guard, which were constituted by Hen- 
ry %, being of another kind, were in Charles 
2nd’s time. That prince immediately after his 
Restoration, got together a small number of 
Guards, which at first seemed to be meant only 
to add.to the equipage and splendour of the 
court. But it soon appeared, that he had other 
views: the guards, by adding men to troops 
and companies, and troops and companies to 
regiments, were insensibly increased; so that 
in the year 1677, they were got up to 5890 
men. Few sessions passed, but they were 
taken notice of in the House of Commons, and 
though money was not asked of parliament for 
their support, yet they occasioned: a general 
uneasiness. , 

“‘ About that time there was a prospect of 
war with France, on which pretence an army 
was raised. But the war not proceeding, an 
Act passed, which gave the king 619,388/. tor 
disbanding the army. When the parliament 
met again, they were told from the throne, 
‘That the Forces were still kept on foot for the 
‘ preservation of our neighbours, who otherwise 
‘ had absolutely despaired, and for preserving 
‘ what was left in Flanders; and that the kieg 
‘was confident no body would repine at the 
‘ employing that Maney, which was raised for 
‘the disbahding of the army, for the continu- 
© ance of it. 

“ This did not satisfy the House, and they 
came to a Resolution, ‘ That it was necessary, 
‘for the safety of his majesty’s person, and 
‘ preserving the peace of the government, that 
* all Forces, raised since the 29th of September 
‘ 1677, should be disbanded*.?. Wherenpon 


that parliament, which went under the name of © 


the Pensioner-Parliament, was dissolved. 


ae ee) 


. * See vol. 4, p. 1049. 
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“ The new Parliament which met on the 6th 
of March following, had the same appreben- 
sions of regular Troops. Money was given to 
disband them, and the Act directed, that it 
should be paid into the Chamber uf London ; 
and commissioners of their own were appoint- 
ed to see it applied to that use. Whatever 
diffidence of the king this might imply, I do not 
find that any member lost his liberty for free- 
dom of speech on that occasion. The opinion 
that parliament had of a standing army, ap- 
pears in the Resolution they came to, ‘ That 
* the continuance of standing forces in this na- 
© tion, other than the Militia, was illegal, and 
‘ a great grievance and vexation to the people.’ 

“shall now take leave to consider the ar- 
guments advanced for continuing 16,347 men 
for the ensuing year. It is said, That there is 
a disaitected party in the kingdom, which makes 
an ariny necessary. IPf this argument will pre- 
vail, it is strange it has not prevailed for 
600 years past, since no period within that 
time can be assigned, wherein this argument 
was not as strong as in the present. During 
the long controversy between the Houses of 

-York and Lancaster, touching the Right of Suc- 
_cession, in which each side had its turn of be- 
ing uppermost, ane would think it should have 
been natural for the prevailing party, in order 
to their security, to have insisted on the conti- 
nuance of their regular troops, at least fora 
time. There was a Pretender to the crown, 
who had a strong party in the nation, and the 
government was insecure till the spirit of Re- 
bellion was suppressed. It might then with an 
appearance of reason have been insisted on, 
That the taxes on the disaffected should be in- 
creased, that those, who occasioned the.ex- 
pence, should bear the burden tll the danger 
was gver, Why this sort of reasoning did not 
then prevail is obvious. They saw it was un- 
safe to trust any prince, even one of their own 
setting up, with sueh a power, which, if ill ap- 
plied, might enslave them. | 

*6 Another period of time I shall take notice 
of is, that of queen Elizabeth's reign. The 
disaffection ta her in the beginning of it was 
great, occasioned by the Reformation in Reli- 
yjon, and the application of Ecclesiastical Re- 
venues to secular uses. Akany plots there were 
eyainst her life. Spain, one of the greatest 
powers in Europe at that time, attempted an 
invasion, and a more proper juncture could not 
have happened, wherein to have askéd for an 
army. But instead of that, the greatest part of 
the forces then got together to oppose the in- 
vasion consisted of militia, and as soon as the 


. Armado was scattered, the army was disband- 


ed. That queen being sensible, that the true, 
the only support of the crown, was the good- 
will and affections of the people. 

6 Another argument brought for the conti- 
nuance of the army is, § That the denying ir 
$ does insinuate a distrust of his majesty.’ How 
disingenyous and unparliamentary a way of ar- 
guing this is, let gentlemen judge: for to draw 
thet sacred name into adebate, must put every 


body to pain, who takes the other side of the 
question, in regard it may be construed, that 
the stronger the argument is, the greater is the 
distrust. But this reasoning, in my opinion, 
turns quite another way, and instead of imply- 
ing a distrust, argues the greatest regard to the 
safety of his majesty’s person and yoverninent. 
Who can answer for the caprice of an Army, 
when once established? Although no man 
living has a greater esteem than myself for 
those honourable gentlemen, who have with so 
much bravery served their country in a military 


‘way, nor shall any man go farther in rewarding 


their services; yet the common experience of 
mankind demonstrates, That it is not reasonas 
ble to expect an army should be always in the 
same humour. Avgustus Cesar lived in great. 
peace and security with the Praetorian bands, | 
which had put an end co the Roman liberties =. 
but the case was different with bis successors ; 
for of 26 emperors, no Jess than 16 were pulled 
to pieces by their own soldiess. Did not the 
army here in England, in the times of usurpe- 
tion, if I may be allowed to name them; ina 
short space change the government into ten 
several forms? What treatment did the par 
liament, who had raised and snpported them, 
meet with from them? They beset the House, 
repulsed many members who would bave come 
in, others they dragged out even by the legs, 
and at length they were all turned out, and the 
doors shut up. I say this with the. more as- 
surance, having had the account from an _ ho- 


-nourable person, lately dead, who was an eye- 


witness of it. This army, it is true, which 
consisted of about 17,000 men, afterwards 
brought in king Charles the second. But that 
prince soon disbanded them, being well aware 
that the same army which brought him in, 
should their minds change, might agam turn 


-him out. a 


‘¢ This objection, drawn from a distrust of 
his majesty, deserves another name It is an 
honest, it is a reasonable jealousy of the grow- 
ing power of the crown, which thosethat went 
before us always avowed. May it not with 
parity of reason be said, that because I will not 
consent, that the king shall by his proclama- 
tion raise money without parhament, that this 
is a distrust of his majesty? Becaase I will 
not consent to give up Magna Charta, and ac- 
cept of a new patent at pleasure, may not 
this likewise be called a distrust of his majesty ? 
But suppose from an opinion of the virtue of 
the troops ; from.an opinion, that men in 
power will not make an ill use ofit ; that those 
who may be masters, will chuse to continue 
servants; that men under the same circume 
stances will not do the same things ; and that 
we should consent for ourselves, to deposit our 
hberties in their hands for a while; will any 
one say that we have an aathority also'to con- 
sent on the behalf of those we represent ? ‘A 
sum of money, a jewel, or other valuable thing 
is committec to my care; I'without the owne- 
er’s consent leave it in the possession of another, 
although the person with whom I left. it, .does 


a 
{ 
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mot actually embezzle the money, or detain the 
jewel, yet du. I break my ‘trust by putting it 
into his power.so to do. —_— 
‘“‘ Itis self evident that, by keeping up such 
a number of.forces, who may, when they are 
dispused, countroul the power of the civil ma- 
gistrate, the strength and security of our con- 
‘Sticution is at an end, and that we have no 
other: sule of government left, thao will and 
pleasure. The notion 1 have of slavery is, the 
being subjected to the will of anvther; and 
notwithstanding the rod be not always on my 
back, or the dragoon in my house ; yet, if it 
is not in my power to prevent its being so, I 
am no longer free. After Augustus had es- 
tablished his 8,000 regular troops, the Roman 
constitution was as much at an end, as it was 
in Nero’stime, Although the tyranny was not, 
‘by Augustus, exefcised with the like severity it 
- was by his successors; yet, from the time his 
power became irresistible, the Romans were 
slaves. 
“¢ Another argument used for this number of 
troops is, that there are no thoughts of estab- 


lishing them; but only continuing them for a. 


year. Ifthe notion be true, which no gentle- 
man in the debate bas denied, that the number 
of. disciplined men now contended for, are suf- 
ficient to dictate to the greatest number of un- 
- disciplined ; I desire to know who shall dare 
to bid’ them go home? It is said, indeed, the 
parhament will not provide for them: Why 
- may not they then, as others in their circum- 
stances have done, provide for themselves? Is 
it reasonable to think, that men will starve 
“with swords in their hands? ; 
“TT am sensible, that Ihave too much tres- 
passed on gentlemen’s patience. I shall say 
Do more; but that bodies political as well as 
natural, have their periods ; governments must 
die as well as men; ours is grown old and 
crazy ; and though she hath survived her neigh- 
bour, yet I fear her day approaches.” 
Dec. 6. In a Committee of the whole House, 
on the Supply, the Commons came to several 
Resolutions; which, together with those of the 
day before, were reported on the 7th as follows: 
.- 4, That the number of effective men to 
be provided for, for guards and garrisons in 


Great Britain, and for Jersey and Guernsey, 


for the year 1718, be 16,347, commissioned 
and non-commissioned oificers included. 
 $. That a sum not exceeding 681,618. be 

granted .to his majesty, for defraying .the 
charge of the said 16,347 effective men for 
-guarcds and garrisons, aud other his majesty’s 
-dand ferces in Great Britain, Jersey and Guern- 
‘sey, for the year 1718. 3. That the som of 
:35,766/. 5s. be granted to his majesty, for wain- 
‘taining bis majesty’s forces and garrisons. jn the 
plantations in America, for the year 1718. 
4. That the sum of 57,613/. 14s. 7d. be granted 
to his majesty, for maintaining the forces and 
garrisons in Minorca, for the year 1718. 5. 
‘That the sum of 39,382/. 14s. 9d. I be granted 


te bis majesty for maintaining the forces aud 
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garrison in Gibraltar, for ‘the year 1718. 
6. That the sum of 135511. 9s. 5d. be granted to 
his majesty, for, provisions for the garrison of 
Gibraltar, for the year 1718. 7 That the 
sum of 1,558/. 17s. 1d. be granted to his 
majesty, fer provisions for ‘the garrisons at 
Placentia and Annapolis, for the year 1718. 
8. That the sum of 2,858/. 13s. 10d. be granted 
for ordnance, stores, and provisions, fur the in- 
dependent company in the islands of Bahama 
and Providence, for the year 1718. 9. That 
a sum not exceeding 130,3611. 5s, 5d. be granted 
tu his majesty, for the charge of half-pay to the 
reduced officers of his majesty’s land forces and 
marines, for the year 1718. 10. That a sum 
not exceeding 73,327/. 12s. 11d. be granted to 
his majesty, for the charge of the office of ord- 
nance for theland service, for the year 1718, 
11. That a sum not exceeding 29,645/. 8s. 9d. 4 
be granted to his majesty, to enable the treas 
surer of the navy to make good the payméuts, © 
which at or betore the 24th of June, 1718, 
may be demanded of him, pursuant to an act of 
parliament for completingthe funds of 608,0002. 
per annum, payable to the Suath Sea company. 
12. That a sum not exceeding 581,196/. 8s. be ~ 
granted (to his majesty, to make good the des 
ficiency of the grants for the year 1717.” 

The first of these Resolutions being read a | 
second time, a mqion was made that the same 
be recommitted ; upon which there arose a warnt 
debate, and most of the n-embers who spoke 
in the debate of the 5th, made speeches eitber 
for or against the said motion. Among others, 

Sir Thomas Hanmer’ spoke‘as follows : 

“¢ Mr. Speaker; I cannot forbear troubling 
you with a few words upon this subject, though — 
I can neither flatter myself with the hopes of 
convincing any one, nor pretend to be able to 
offer any thing to your consideration, which 
has not in a better manner been urged already. 
But [ am truly concerned for the mischiefs 
which, I think, we are giving way tu; and if I 
cannot prevent them, it wijl be a satisfaction 
to me at least to protest against them, 

‘‘ All gentlemen who have spoke in. this 
debate, have, for their different opinions, agreed 

“in one thing, to press very much the argument 
of danger; and the only question is, on which 
side the danger lies; whether to the government, 
without a military force to support it; or 
to the constitution and liberties of Great 
Britain, from that military force, if it be 
allowed to continue in it. di a 
_ © As to the dangers which threaten the go- 
vernment, | think I am not willing to overlook 
them. But.I hope we may be excused, if 
we cannot be convinced of dangers, which no 
man, that I hear, pretends to explain to us. 
Abroad the state and circumstances of Eurepe 
happen to be such, that [ think it is bard te_ 
suppose a time. possible, when there shall be 
Jess appearance or apprehension of any immee 
diate disturbance to this kingdom. The three 
great, powers, those which ure most consider- 
able in themselves and of nearest concern to 


us, | mean the Empire, France and. Holland, 
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tion; and if we could ever -be so happy as tq 
see it rightly pursued, a good agreement be~ 
twixt the king and peeple, uniting and acting 
together in one national interest, would be such 


are so far from being at any enmity with us, 
that they are all of them our fast (riends and 
allies, at least we are told so, and hear very 
often a great deal of boasting upon that sub- 


err age: . 


aS 


are to be set forth to us, 


, then I observe the language is quite turned the 


_take such things into our considerations, to 


ject, whenever the aduwinistration of the go- 
vernment is to he extolled, and the merits of it 
Upon these occa- 
sions we hear of nothing but the wise and 
useful treaties which have been made, the 
great influence which we have acquired in 
foreign courts and councils, and the solid 
foundations which are laid for-our security. 
But when, in consequence of these great 
things, we come tu talk of reducing forces, 


other way, then we are in the weakest and 
most insecure condition imaginable, there is 
no dependence upon any thing, and we must 
even be thought disaffected to the government, 
if we will not believe that we are surrounded 
on all sides with the greatest dangers. 

‘¢ But in the midst of these contrarieties and 
contradictions, I think we need not be at any 
loss what our conduct ought to be; if we will 
but have regard to those pjain rules and maxims 
which have always been observed in the like 
cases with that Which is now before us, It 
would certainly be an endless thing, for an 
House of Commons to enter into the secrets 
of state, and to debate upon- the different views, 
and interests, and intrigues of foreign courts ; 
what jealousies are among them, and what 
treaties are on foot to reconcile them. If we 


guide us in questions concerning our own 
guards and garrisons here at home, we shall be 
in a labyrinth indeed; and must be compelled 
at last to put an absolote trust in the govern- 
ment, because they only know the truth of 
such matters, and from them we must be 
content to receive whatsoever account they 
think fit to give us of them. But the only 
thing proper for us to look to is, what is plain 
and obvious to the sense of all mankind, | 
mean, When are the times of preseut peace? , 
There need no refinements of politics to know 
that, and I will venture to say, that during 
such umes of peace, no remote fears, no argu- 
ments drawn from contigencies of what may 
be hereafter, have ever yet brought this nation 
into a concession so fatal to hberty, as the 
keeping up of standing forces, when there is 
no other employment for them, but to insult: 
.and oppress their fellow-subjects. I say there: 
has hitherto been no precedent of that kind, 
and the misfortune of this case is, there will 
need but one precedent in it; one wrong step: 
taken, in this particular, may put an end to. 
all your claims of rights and privileges. : 

“ And on the other hand I beg it may not be. 
taken for granted, that if we dismiss our soldiers, | 
weshalltherefore eave ourselves naked,and void 
of all protection against any sudden danger 
that: may arise. No, Sir, Providence has giver 
us the best protection, if we do not foolishly 
throw away the benefit of it. Our situation is 


@ur catural protection; our Meet is our protec- 


a protection as none of our enemies would ever 


hope to break through. 7 3 

“‘ It is a melancholy thing to me to bear any 
other notions of government advanced here, 
and that his majesty either from his private or 
his general council, should ever upon this 
Subject have any thing inculcated to him, but 
this great truth, *‘ That the true and only sep- 
‘port of an English prince does and ought to 
‘ consist in the atfections of his people.’ It is 
that should strengthen bis hands; it is that 
should give him credit and authority in the 
eyes of other nations; and to think of doing it, 
by keeping up a number of land forces here 
at home, such a number as can have any awe. 
or ivfluence over the great powers on the 
continent, is, I think, one of the wildest ima- 
givations that ever entered into the heart of 
man. The only strength of this nation must 
always consist in the riches of it; riches must 
be the fruits of public liberty; and the people 
can neither acquire riches, nor the king bave 
the use of thern, but by a government founded 
in their inclinations and affections. 

“If this be true, then of consequence it 
follows, that whoever advises his majesty to 
aim at any additional security to himself, from 
a Standing Army, instead of increasing his 
strength, does really diminish it, and under. 
mine his true support, by robbing him of the 
hearts of his subjects. For this I take for 
granted, that as there are but two ways of 


governing: the one by force, and the other by | 


the affections of the people governed, it is ime 
possible for ary prince to have them both, 
He must chuse which of the two he will stick 
to, for he can bave but one. If he is master 
of their affections, be stands in no need of 
force; and if he will make use of force, it ig 
ia‘vain for hiin to expect their affections. For 
it is not in nature, and jt can never be brought 
to pass, that men can love a government, under 
which they are loaded with heavy taxes; and 
pay a considerable part of their estates to 
maintain an army, which insults them in the 
possession of the rest, and can turn them out 
of the whole whenever they please. 

“With submission therefore, the argument 
is taken by the wrong end, when it is said, 
There are great animosities in the kingdom, 
the people are disaffected, and upen that 
account there is a necessity of keeping up an 
army. It concludes much righter the other 
way; that is, dismiss your army, and give no 


other cause of ag a that any part of the | 


constitution is to be invaded, and the people 
will be well-affected. Upon any other foot than 
this, what minister will ever care, whether he 
does right or wrong it is not his concern whether 
the people are easy or uneasy; his army is his 
dependance: nay, and the more by his wicked 
councils he exasperates and enrages the pee- 
ple, the stronger he makes his pretence fer 
‘ 


. 


~~ 
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maintaining and increasing that army which 
- supports him. 

«© What I have said, I confess, goes upon a 
supposition, that ‘the numbers -contained in the 
Estimate, and in the question before you, do 
make an army formidable enough, and able to 
‘enslave this nation: of which indeed there re- 
‘mains no doubt with me. In the manner these 
forces are constituted, T think, a prince who 
would wish to be arbitrary, could desire no 
more: and if he had all the power in his hands, 
I think, for his own sake ‘be would keep no 
more, - | : 

<¢ Of what nature the reductions have been, 
ether gentlemen have so fully explained, and I 
believe it so generally understood, that it will 


be needless for me to dwell upon it. Bat the 


short of the case is this, That out of 32,000 
men, 13 regiments only have been disbanded, 


which do not amount to more than 5 or 6,000, 


besides a few invalids, which were taken from 
the establishment of the army and put upon 
the establishment of the hospital, 


than 25,000 men, which corps may be filled up 


to their entire complement whensoever the yo-. 


vernment pleases, and that even without any 
noise or nelice taken. Fer the case is very 


different in that respect, where the regiments 


are few, and those kept complete: There if 
the numbers allowed by act of parliament are 
exceeded, it must be by raising new regiments, 
which is easily seen and known. But where 
the corps are kept up with only a few men in 


them, and some recruits will always be neces- 
sary for them, there if the government is wil- 
ling to be at the charge, they may keep the 
numbers up to what they please, and it is im-. 


possible to know when the parliamedtary 
standard is exceeded and when not. Thus 
therefore stands’ our account: 
place, the public is to pay 18;000 men; in the 
next place, the number of effective men is to 
be 16,347 : and if those are not sufficient to 
exercise dominion over us, yet, in‘the manner 
they are-kept together, they are equivalent to 
25,000 ; -the charge is anconsiderably less, and 
the terror, which is the main thing, is notat all 
abated. 

‘For the taking this dangerous step, the 
only justification I hear gentlemen offer for 
themselves, the only shelter they fly to, is the 
great cunfidence which is to be reposed in his 
majesty’s just and gracious‘intentions; of those 
4 will entertain no doubt: I believe his ma- 
jesty is too good to be suspected of any ar- 
bitrary designs. But yet there is a general 
suspicion, which I will never be ashamed or 
afraid:to own ; because it is a suspicion inter- 


woven in our constitution; it is a suspicion. 


Upon which our laws, our parliament, and every 
part of our government is founded; which is, 

hat too much power lodged in the crown, ab- 
stracting from the person that wears it, will at 
some time or other be abused in the exercise 
of it, and can never long consist with the na- 
Varal rights and liberties of mankind, Aud, 


A 


So: that 
there are the corps now subsisting of more. 


In the first. 


“= 
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therefore, whatever opinions we have of his ma- 
Jesty’s goodness, and how much soever he de- 
serves them, we should still consider, that in 
‘this place we are under a distinct duty to our 
‘country, and by that duty weshould be as inca-: 
pable of giving up such an unwarrantable trust, 
as his majesty, I am persuaied, would he in- 
capable of abusing it, if he had it in his hands. 
Those we represent will expect, and they ought 
to expect from us, that they should not only 
continue to enjoy what belongs to them, as 
Englishmen ; but that they should hold it still . 
by the same tenure. Their estates, their lives, 


| and their liberties, they have hitherto possessed — 


as their rights ; and it. would be a very great 
and sad change, and such as shall nevér have 
my consent along with it, to make them only 
tenants at will forthem.” 


The question being then put on the motion 
for recommitting the first Resolution, it was. 
carried in the negative, by a majority of 175 
voices against 125; and then the first Resolu- - 
tion was agreed to by the House. | | 


The second Resolution being afterwards . 
read a second time, a motion was made, thag 


the same be. recommitted, which oocasioned a 


fresh debate. | 
Mr. Robert Walpole, who made the most re= 

markable speech, urged, That by the method - 

that had been followed in the reduction of the 


| Army, the nation was put to an extraordinary 


and needless charge. Which he endeavoured 
to prove, by.entering into the particulars of — 
the regiments that were kept standing; shew- | 
ing the disproportion between the foot, and the 
horse and dragoons, which last were most 
grievous and oppressive to the country; and 
suggested, That by reducing the army in ano- 
ther manner, the full number of land forces al- 
ready voted might be kept up, and yet near 
100,000/. saved to the nation, besides the pay 
of general Officers, which he doubted not, all 
gentlemen would readily acknowledge, with 
him, to be an unnecessary expence. This 
overture was listened to with ‘great attention, 
and particularly by sir Joseph Jekyll, who being 
desirous'to know what Mr. Walpole had to 
propose, to save so considerable a sum to the 
nation, declared “his opinion for recummitting 
the second Resolution above-mentioned, which 
was carried without dividing. It was ‘also re- 
solved, That the last of the three above-recited 
Resolutions be recommitted. = 


Dec. 9. The House resolved itself into a 
grand committee, to take into consideration the 
second Resolution, viz. for granting to his ma- 
Jesty the sum of 681,618/. ‘which had been re- 
committed, _ 

' Mr. Craggs, who spoke first, said, That hav- 
ing already agreed to the number of troops, ‘it 
was but natural and reasonable to grant the 
sum necessary to maintain those troops: that 
the Commons had never entered into the 
particulars of the regiments, whether horse, 
dragoons, or foot; but contenting themselves 
with fixing the whole number, bad wholly left 


‘ 


5 


a 


jn all probability, was occasioned by the ex- 
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the regalating of that matter to the crown; pole, who did not expect such a motion, said, 


and therefore he hoped they would not shew 
less regard to his majesty, or repose less con- 


This was a matter of so great importance, that 


it ought to be well weighed and maturely con- 


fideuce in his wisdom, of which they had seen | sidered, before the House came to any Reso- 


8a many instances, particularly both in aug- 
meating and reducing of thearmy. Mr. Cragys 
was seconded by Mr. Aislabie, Mr. Leclimere, 
Mr. Treby, Mr. Yonge, sir Richard Steele, 
gen. Carpenter, gen. Wade, gen. Stanwix, and 
others: But on the other hand, 

Mr. R. Walpole represented, That the best 
way for the Commons of Great Britain to ac- 
knowledge his majesty’s most gracious inten- 
tions, for the good of his subjects, was to point 
gut to him he men of rendering those good 
inten.tons effestual ; that this might be done by 
disbanding or dismounting eight or nine regi- 
ments of dragoons, whereby the country would 
be eased of'a great burden and oppression ; and 
that by this, and some other reductions, of 
which he made mention, a considerable sum of 
money might be saved to the nation; as well 
as by taking off the pay of the general officers, 
and other useless contingencies, 

* Mr. Walpole was backed by sir Joseph Jekyll, 
sir Thomas Hanmer, sir William Wyndham, 
‘Mr. Jon Smith, and sir Thomas Cross; and, 
en the other hand, the courtiers endeavoured 
to shew, either that the Reductions proposed 


' were impracticable, or would not answer the 


end intended thereby. But some general off- 
cers having- said, That for their own parts, if 
their having no pay could any way contribute 
to make the nation easy, they readily acqui- 
esced, They were taken at their words: and 
the question being put, That a sum_ not ex- 
ceeding 650,000/. be granted to his majesty, 
for defraying the charge of 16347 effective men 
for guards and garrisons, and other his majesty’s 
land forces, in Great Britain, Jersey and Guern- 
sey, for the year 1718, the same was carried in 
the affirmative, by 172 against 158. And 
this Resolution was the next day reported and 
agreed to, by the House, without opposition. 


Dec. 11. In a grand committee on ways and 
means to raise the supply, after some debate 
upon the question, whether two or three shil- 
lings in the pound be laid upon land, it was by 
164 votes against 97, carried for the latter. 
There were great struggles to save the odd shil- 
ling, but it would not do; for the next day 
Mr. Farrer reported the resolution of the com- 
mittee, which was agreed to by the House; and 


. a bill was ordered to be brought in accord- 


ingly. 4 . 

Debate in the Commons on the Scarcity of the 
Silver, and on lowering the Value of the Gold 
Coins.| Dec. 29. Mr. Aislabie took notice 
of the great scarcity of the Silver Species, which 


portation of the same, and the importation of 
gold$_uand proposed, That a speedy remedy 
might be put to that growing evil, by lowering 
the value of the gold species. Ee was seconded 
by Mr. Caswall, member for Leominster, one of 
the Sword-Blade Company: but Mr. R, Wal- 


eee entre aie a en en 


Vi on neenneee aenniammeeeenel 
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lanion thereupon.” It was accordingly re- 
solved, 


1. “ That this House will, to-morrow morn- 


ing, resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 


House, to take into consideration the state of the 
nation, in‘relation to the Gold and Silver Coins 
of this kingdom,.—2. That an bumble Address 
be presented to his majesty, That he will be 
graciously pleased to give directions, that the 
Representations made by the officers of the 
Mint to the Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
sury, in relation tu the Gold and Silver Coins 
of this kingdom, may be laid before this 
House.” 


Ordered, That the Officers of the Mint do 
attend this House to-morrow morning. 


Dec. 21. Mr. Aislabie renewed the motion 
he made the day before, relating to the Coin, 
and was seconded by Mr. Caswall,* who made 
a speech, on the various and respective values, 
which at different times, Gold and Silver Coins 
have born, with respect one to the other, ac- 
cording to the plenty or scarcity of either, and 
suggested, That the over-valuation of gold in the 
current coins of Great Britain, had occasioned 
the exportation of great quantities of silver spe- 
cies ; and to that purpose, laid open a clandes- 
tine trade, which of late years had been car- 
ried on by the Dutch, Hamburghers, and other 
foreigners, in concert with the Jews and other 
traders here, which consisted in exporting 
Silver Coins, and importing Gold in liea 
thereof, which being eoined into guineas at 
the- Tower, near 15 pence was got by every 
guinea, which amounted to about 5 per cent. 
and as these returns might be made five or six 
times in a year, considerable sums were got by 
it, to the prejudice of Great Britain, which 
thereby was drained of silver and over-stocked 
with gold : concluding, that in his opinion, the 
most effectual way to put a stop to this perni- 
cious trade, was to lower the price of guineas, 
and all other gold species. 

This speech was received with general ap- 
plause, and it was resolved in the Grand Com- 
mittee, and unanimously agreed to by the House, 
‘‘ That an Address be presented to his majesty, 
to issue his royal Proclamation, to forbid all 
persons to utter, or receive any of the pieces of 
Gold, called Guineas, at any greater or bigber 
rate than one and twenty shillings for each 
Guinea, and so proportionably for any greater 
or lesser pieces of coined'Gold.” ‘This Addsess 
being presented to his majesty, a Proclamation 
was issued accordingly.+ | 


* Mr. Caswall was knighted during the 
Session. . 
+ The following is a copy of the said Procla- 
mation : : , 
“G. R. Whereas the value of the Gold, 
compared with the value of the Silver in the 
' % . 
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Reports made by'sir Isaac Newton, Master of 
the Mint, concerning the State of the Gold 
and Silver Coins.| This day, Mr. Lowndes 
presented to the House, the following Reports, 
made by sir Isaac Newton, master of the Mint, 
concerning the Gold and Silver Coins: | 


~ carrent coins of this realm, as paid and received, 
is greater in proportion than the value of gold is 
to the value of silver in neighbouring nations ; 
and the over valuation of Gold in the current 
coins of this realm, hath been a great 
canse of carrying out and lessening the spe- 
cies of the Silver coins thereof, which is highly 
prejudicial to the trade of this kingdom: And 
whereas the Commons in parliament have, by 
their Address, huinbly besought us, That we 
would be graciously pleased to issue our royal 
Proclamation, to fortid all persons to utter or 
receive any of the pieces of Gold, called Gui- 
neas, at any greater or higher rate than one 
and twenty shillings for each guinea, and so 
proportionabiy for any greater or lesser pieces 
of coined gold, which we have graciously con- 
descended unto. Now, for, and towards reme- 
dying the said evil, we have thought fit, with 
the advice of our privy council, to issue this our 
royal Proclamation, hereby strictly prohibiting 
all and every person and persons whatsoever, 
to utter or receive any of the pieces of Gold 
Coin of this kingdom, commonly called Gui- 
neas, (which in our mint were coined only at 
twenty shillings each, but have been by our 
subjects paid and received at the rate of one 
_ and twenty shillings and six pence each) at any 
greater or higher rate or value than one and 
tweuty shillings for each guinea, and sa pro- 
portionably for the pieces of gold called half- 
guineas, double-guineas, and five pound pieces; 
and the other pieces of ancient Gold Coin of 
this kingdom, which by their wearing may he 
diminished in their weight, at any greater or 
higher rate or value than as followeth, That is 
to say, the piece of gold now received and paid 
for three and twenty shillings and six pence, to 
he hereafter received and paid for three and 
twenty shillings, and no more. The piece of 
gold now received and paid for five and twenty 
shillings and six pence, to be hereafter received 
and paid. for five and twenty shillings, and no 
more ; and so proportionably for smaller pieces 
of the like gold coin: at which Rates and 
Walues we do hereby declare the said respec- 
tive pieces of coined gold to be current. And 
we do hereby strictly charge and cofhmand all 
our loving subjects whatsoever, that they do 
not presume to receive or pay the gold coins of 
this realm, at any greater rates or values than 
the rates and values aforesaid, upon pain of our 
highest displeasure and upon pain of the great- 
est punishment that by law may be inflicted’ 
upon them for their default, negligence and 
contempt in this behalf. 


Given at our Court at St. James’s, the 
22nd of December, 1717. Ia the 
Ath year of our reign.” st 


To the right hon. the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty’s Treasury. 


«¢ May it please your lordships; 

“In obedience to your lordships’ order of 
reference, of -August 12th, that I should lay 
before your lordships a State of the Gold_and 
Silver Coins of this kingdom, in weight and 
fineness, and the value of yold in proportion to 
silver, with my observations and opinion ; and 
what method may he best for preventing the 
melting down of the Silver Coin ; I humbly re- 
present, That a-pound weight troy of gold, 
11 ounces fine, and one ounce allay, is cut into 
444 guineas; and a pound weight of silver, 
11 ounces two penny weight fine, and 18 penny 
weight allay, is cut into 62 shillings ; and, ac- 
cording to this rate, a pound weight of fine 
gold is worth 15 pounds weight sjx ounces 17. 
penny weight and five grains of fine silver, reck- 
oning a guinea at 10. 1s. Gd. in Silver-munev ; 
but silver in byllion, exportable, is usually 
worth 2d. or 3d. per ounce more than in coin ; 
and.if, at a medium, such bullion of standard- 
allay, be valued at 5s. 44d. per ounce, a pound 
weight of fine gold will be worth but 14 Ib. wt. 
11 0z. 12 dwt. 9 ¢r. of fine silver in bullion ;. 
and, at this rate, a guinea is worth but so much 
silver as would make 20s. 8d. When ships are 
lading forthe East-Indies, the demand of silver, 
for exportation, raises the price to 5s, 6d. or 58. 
8d. per ounce, or above ; but I consider not 
those extraordinary cases. 


«© A Spanish pistole was coined for 32 rials, 
or four pieces if eight rials, usually called pieces 
of eight, and is of equal allay, and the sixteenth- 
part of the weight thercof; and a Doppio 
Moeda of Portugal was coined for ten crusados 
of Silver, and is af equal allay, and the six- 
teenth-part of the weight shereof: Gold is 
therefure in Spain and Portugal of sixteen times 
more Value than Silver of equal. weight and 
allay, according to the standard of those king- 
doms; at which rate, a guineais worth 22s. 1d. : 
but this high price keeps their Gold at home, 
in yood plenty, and carries away the Spanish 
Silver into all Europe; so that at home they 
make their payments in Gold, and-will not pay 
in Silver without a premium: upon the coming 
in of a Plate fleet the premium ceases, or is but 
small; hut as their Silver goes away, and be- 
comes scarce, the premium increases, and is. 
most commonly ‘about six per cent, ; which | 
being abated, a guinea becomes worth about 
20s. 9d. in Spain and Portugal. 


‘In France, a pound weight of fine Gold is 
reckoned worth 15 pounds weight of fine silver : 
in raising or falling their money, their king's 
edicts have sometimes varied a little from this 
proportion in excess, or defect; but the varia- 
tions have been so little, that I do not here con- 
sider them: by the edict of May 1709, a new 
pistole was coined for four new lewisses, and 1s 
of equal! allay, and the fifteenth-part of the 
weight thereof, except the errors of their mints 
and, by the same edict, fine Gold is valued at 
15 times its weight of fine Silver; and, at this 


my ] 
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rate, a guinea is worth 20s, 8d. : I consider 
not here the confusion made in the monies in 
France, by frequent edicts to send thei to the 
Mint, and give the king a tax out of them: I 
consider only the value of Gold and Silver in 
proportion to one another. 

‘‘ The ducats of Holland, and Hungary, and 
the empire, were lately current in Holland, 
among the common people, in their markets, 
and ordinary affairs, at five guilderg in specie, 
and five stivers; and commonly changed for so 
much Silver-monies in three-guilder pieces and 
guilder-pieces, as guineas are with us for 215. 
6d. sterling ; at which rate, a guinea is worth 
20s. 7id. 

‘© According to the rates of Gold to Silver in 
Italy, Germany, Poland, Denmark, and Swe- 
den, a gnineais worth about 20s..and 7d. 6d. 
Sd. or 4d. for the proportion varies a little 
within the several governments in those coun- 
tries. In Sweden, gold is lowest in proportion 
to silver, and this hath made that kingdom, 
which formerly was content with copper money, 
abound of late with silver, sent thither (I sus- 
pect) tor naval stores. 

‘fn the end of king William’s reign, and 
the first year of the late queen, when foreign 
coins abounded in England, I caused a great 
many of them to be assayed in the mint, and 
found by the assays, that fine gold was to fine 
silver in Spain, Portugal, France, Holland, 
Italy, Germany, and the northern kingdoms, in 
the proportions above-mentioned, errors of the 
mints excepted. 

“ In China and Japan, one pound weivht of 
fine gold is worth but nine or ten pounds weight 
of fine silver; and in East-India it may be 
worth twelve: and this low price of gold in 
proportion to silver carries away the silver from 
all Europe. 

«* So then, by the course of trade and ex- 
change between nation and nation in all Eu- 
rope, fine gold is to fine silver as 144, or 15, to 


one; and a guinea, at the same rate, is worth’ 


between 20s. 5d, and 20s. 83d.; except in ex- 
traordinary cases, as when a Plate fleet is just 
arrived in Spain, or ships are lading here for 
the East Indies ; which cases I do not here con- 
sider: And it appears by experience, as well as 
by reason, that silver flows from those places, 
where its value is lowest in proportion to gold, 
as from Spain to all Europe, and from all Eu- 
rope to the East-Indies, China, and Japan ; 
and that gold is most plentiful in those places, 
in which its value is highest in proportion to 
silver, as in Spain and England. 

‘It is the demand for exportation which 
hath raised the price of exportable silver about 
2d. or 3d. in the ounce above that of silver in 
coin, and hath thereby created a temptation 
to export, or melt down, the silver coin, rather 
than give 2d. or 3d. more for foreign silver ; 
and the demand for exportation arises from the 
higher price of silver in other places than in 
England in proportion to gold; that is, from 
the higher price of gold in England than in 
ether plages in proportion to silver ; and there- 


fore may be diminished, by lowering the value 
of gold in proportion to silver: If goldin Eng- 
land, or silver in East-Lndia, could be brought 
down so low as to bear the same proportion to 
one another in hoth places, there would be bere 
no greater demand for silver, thar for gold to 
be exported to India; and if gold were lowered 
only so as to have the same proportion to the 
silver money in England which it hath to silver 
in the rest of Europe, there would be no temp- 
tation to export silver rather than gold to any 
other part of Europe: And to compass this 
last, there seems nothing more requisite than 
to take off about 10d. or 12d. from the guinea; 
so that gold may bear the same proportion to 
the silver money in England, which it ought to 
do by the course of trade and exchange in Eu- 
rope; but if only 6d. were taken off at present, 
it would diminish the temptation to export, or 
melt down, the silver coin; and, by the ef- 
fects, would shew hereafter, better than can ap- 
pear at present, what further reduction would 
be most convenient for the public. 

‘6 In the last year of king William, the dollars 
of Scotland, worth about 4s. 6id. were put 
away in the North of England for 5s. and at 
this price began to flow in uponus: I gave 
notice thereot to the lords commissioners of the 
treasury; and they ordered the collectors of 
taxes to forbear taking them; and thereby put 
a stop to the mischief, 

‘“‘ At the same time, the lewidors of France, 
which were worth but seventeen shillings and 
three farthings apiece, passed in England at 
17s. 6d.: I gave notice thereof to the lords 
commissioners of the treasury; and his late 
majesty put out a proclamation, That they 
should go but at 17s.; and thereupon they 
came to the Mint; and 1,400,000/ were coined 
out of them: and if the advantage of 52d. in a 
lewidor, sufficed at that. time to bring into Eng- 
land so great a quantity of French money, and 
the advantage of three farthings in a lewidor to 
bring it to the mint, the advantage of 9d. half- 
penny 1p a guinea, or above, may have. been 
sufficient to bring the great quantity of gold, 
which hath been coined in these last fifteen 
years, without any foreign silver. 

‘¢ Some years ago, the Portugal moedors were 
received in the west of England at 28s. a-piece ; 
upon notice from the mint that they were worth 
only about 97s. 7d., the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, ordered their receivers of taxes 
to take them at no more than 27s. 6d. After- 
wards many gentlemen in the west sent up to 
the treasury a petition, that the receivers might 
take them again at 28s. and promised to get 
returns for this money at that rate ; alledging, 
that when they went at 28s. their country was 
full of gold, which they wanted very much: 
But the commissioners of the treasury, con- 
sidering, that at 28s. the nation would lose 5d, 
a piece, rejected the petition: And if an ad- 
vantage to the merchant of 5d. in 28s. did pour 
that money in upon us, mach more hath an ad- 
vantage to the merchant of 94d. in 8 guinea, or 
above, been able to bring into the Mint great 
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quantities of gold, without any foreign silver ; 
and may be able to do it still, till the cause be 
removed. ; , eo 

‘¢ If things be let alone till silver money be a 
little scarcer, the gold will fall of itself; for 
people are already backward to give silver for 
gold, and will, in a little time, refuse to make 
payments in silver without a premium, as they 
do in Spain; and this premium will be an 
abatement io the value of the gold ; and se the 
question is, Whether gold shall be lowered by 
the government, or let alone till it falls of it- 
self, by the want of silver money. 

<¢ It may be said, that there are great quanti- 
late; and if the plate weré 
eoined, there would be no want of silver money : 
But I reckon, that silver is safer from exporta- 
tion in the form of plate than in the form of 
money, because of the greater value of the sil- 
ver and fashion together; and therefore I am 
not for coining the plate, till the temptation td 
export the silver money, which is a profit of 2d. 
or 3d. an ounce, be diminished ; for as often as 
men are necessitated to send away money for 
answering debts abroad, there will be a temp- 
tation to send away silver rather than gold, be- 
cause of the profit, which is almost four per 
cent.; and, for the same reason, foreigners will 
choose to send hither their gold rather than 
their silver. 

‘¢ All which is most humbly submitted to your 
lordships great wisdom. Isaac NEwrTon. 

Mint-Office, 2ist September 1717. 


To the Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty’s Treasury. 


«6 May it please your Lordships ; 
“In obedience to your lordships’ order of 
reference of the 19th instant, That an account 
be laid before your lordships of all the gold and 
silver, coined in the last 15 years; and how 
much thereof hath been coined: out of plate 
upon public encouragements; and what copper 
money hath been newly coined; it is hambly 
represented, that since Christmas, 1701-2, to the 
19th instant, there hath been coined in gold 
7,127,835/. in tale, reckoning 441 guineas to a 
pound weight troy, and 21s. 6d. to a guinea; 
and in silver 223,380/. sterling, reckoning 3/. 2s. 
to a pound weight troy; and that part of this 
silver, amounting to 143,086/. sterling, was 
coined out of English plate, imported upon 
public encouragement, in the years 1709 and 
1711; and another part, amounting to 13,3421. 
was coined out of Vigo plate in the years 1703 
and 1704; and another part; amounting to 
45,7321. was coined from silver extracted from 
ur own lead-ore; and the rest, amounting to 
21,2203. was coined chiefly out of old plate 
melted down by goldsmiths ;‘ and some of it out 
of pieces ofeight. os 
- “ The praver ofthe Mint has heen hard at 
work, ever since the last session of parliament, 


in making the embossments ‘and puncheons for 


the halfpence and farthings, and taking off'a 

few dies from thein: the making of-an em- 

bossment, anda puncheon, for halfpence, takes 
Vou. VII. : 


up the time of about six weeks ; and there have 
been two embossments, and two puncheons, 
-roade for the halfpence, and one for the far 


things ; arid now these are finished, and some 
dies are made from the puncheons, it will take 
up a little time to examine the copper, and 
settle the best method of preparing, sizing, neal- 
ing, and cleaning it, and making it fit for. the 
Mint; this being a manufacture different from 
that of coarse copper, and more difficult, and 
not yet practised in England; and as soon as 
this method is fixed, we shall begin to coin in © 
quantity. 

‘¢ All which is most hnmbly submitted to your | 

lordships’ great wisdom. 

Mint-Office, Nov. 23,1717. | Is. Newton.” 


This day both Houses adjourned to the 13th 
of January*. 


January 18,1718. The House of Commons 
met, and came to the following Resolutions: 

1. © That this House will not alter the Standard 
of the Gold and Silver Coins of this kingdom 
in fineness, weight, or denomination. 2.Resolved 
That this House will, upon Thursday sennight, 
resolve itself into a.Committee of the whole 
House, to take.into consideration the State of 
the Nation, in relation to the Gold and Silver 
Coins of this kingdom+.” 

Debate in the Lords on the State of the Coin.] 
January 16. The Lords met this day, pur- 
suant to adjournment. The prince of Wales 
went to the House of Peers, which being very 
full, my lord North and Grey stood up, and 
“ took notice of the great ferment that was in 


*< Te was venerally believed this adjourn- 
ment was occasioned by some: measures that 
were then taken, in order to reconcile the royal 
family, which not having the desired effect, it 
was expected, the king would, on the day of 
meeting, have come to the House of Peers, and 
acquainted the parliament with some matters 
of importance; but the court took another 
course, to the great disappointment of some 
persons.” —Tindal. ; 

+ “ The lowering the value of gold, which was 
thought a proper expedient to procure agreater 
circulation of silver species, had, during the re- 
cess, a contrary effect, either, as was supposed, 
through the covetousness of some monied men, 
who hoarded up silver, in hopes that the same 
would be raised; or out of fear that gold would 
still be lowered ; or through the malice of the 
disaffected, who, by the same method, thought, 
if not to distress the government, at least to 
raise murmurings against it among the common 
people, upon account of the stop which was 
thereby put to petty trade. In order therefore © 
to remeily this great-evil, as soon as the Com- 
mons met, they came to a Resolution, ‘ That 
this House, will not alter the standard of the 
gold and silver coins of this kingdom in fineness, 
weight, and denomination : the Lords came also 
to the same Resolution, and ordered a bill to 
be brought in to prevent the melting down of 
the silver coin.”—Tindal. 
2M : 
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the nation” As his lordship made here a 
small pause, the Lords begun to be very atten- 
tive, and some in pain, tearing dis lordship 
would tonch upon matters Jf a bigh and nice 
natures: but bis loruship soon eased them, by 
mentioning only the great Scarcity of Silver, 
which occasioned a general stop of trade, and 
very much distressed the poyr. Upon which, 
the Lords resuived to take that matter into 
consideration on ‘Thursday the 25rd.* 


* « About this time a design against the 


hing’s lie was discovered. ‘lhe author of it 
secimned to be fitter for Bedlam than Newgate. 
Hlis name was James Shepheard, a youth of 
eighteen years, apprentice to a eoachmaker in 
Devonshire-street. On the 24th of January, 
he came to the house of Mr. John Leake, a 
non-juriug clergyman, and, not finding him at 
home, left a letter with the maid, who deli- 
vered it to Mr. Leake’s daughter, When Mr. 
Leake came hoine, the letter was given to him, 
who, upon reading the superscription, found it 
directed for the reverend Mr. Heath; upon 
wiica he doubted of its being left for him; 
but being told by the maid, that it was left for 
him, and considering that there was no such 
person as Mr. Heath, a clergyman, in that 
neighbourhood, he opened the letter, and, hav- 
ing read it to-himseif, told his maid and dangh-, 
ter, it was a wicked and villainous letter, and 
then read it to them, and afterwards threw it 
into the fire. Bat, upun consideriug the mat- 
ter, and suspecting that some person might 
have sent it with a design to get his bouse 
searched, and fix ai odium upon him, he went 
to sir Jolin Fryer, alderman, the next morning, 
and acquainted him with the matter. Sir Johu 
advised him to secure the writer of the letter, 
if he should call again at his house, as it seems 
he had promised to do. According to his pro- 
mise he called again in three days, when Mr. 
Leake asked him whether his name was James 
Shepheard, and if he hed left a Ictter for bim 
on the Friday before? be auswered in the af- 
firmative; upon which he was seized and car- 
ried before sir Juha Fryer; Shephcard owned 
to him the bringing of tie Jetter; and being 
asked, if he had a copy of it? he answered, he 
had no copy about bun; but, if he had pen, 
ink, and paper, he could soon wiite one; which 
he did, and gave it to sir John; who observing 
to him, that he had not put his name to it, he 
immediately subscribed it, adirming, that he 
believed it to be a true copy of the letter he 
bad Jet at Mr. Leake’s; and that, if at all, it 
differed only in soine few words: Tie copy was 
as follows : 

“Sir; From the many discontents visible 
* throughout this kingdom, I infer, that, if the 
‘ prince now reigning couid be by death re- 
“moved, our king being here, he might be 
‘settled on his throne witnout much loss of 
“blood. For the more ready effecting of this, 
‘1 propose, that, if any gent!eman will pay for 
* my passage into Italy, and if our friends will 
“entrust one so young with letters of invitation 
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. January 23. The Lords in-a grand com- 
mittee, tovk into consideration the state of the 
nation, in relation to the Gold and Silver coins. 

The Lord Bingley, having represented the 
great prejudice that trade received from the 
scarcity of silver, said, among other things, 1€ 


was a matter of wonder a remedy had not seae . 


sonably been applied to so great an evil, which 
had visibly been growing for so many months 
past. 


“to his majesty, I will, on his arrival, smite the 
“usurper iu his palace. In, this confusion, 1f 
‘ suiticient furces nay be raised, his majesty 
‘may appear, if not, he may retreat or couceal 
“himself ull a fitter opportunity. Neither is 
‘it presumptuous to hope, that this may suc- 
‘ ceed, 1f we consider how easy it is to cut the 
‘thread of human life; how great confusion 


“the death of a prince occasions in the most 
‘peaceful nations; and how mutinous the © 


‘ people are, how desirous of a change. But 
‘ we will suppose the worst, that I am seized, 
‘and by torture examined, . Now, that -this 
“may endanger none but imyself, it will be ne- 
‘ cessary, that the gentleman, who defrays my 
‘ charges to Italy, leave England before my de- 
‘parture; that 1 be ignorant of- his majesty’s 
‘abode; that I lodge with some Whig ; thae 
‘ sou abscond ; and that this be communicated 
‘to none. But, be the event as it will, I can 
‘expect nothing less than a most cruel death; 
‘ which that I may the better support, it will 
‘ be requisite, that, from my arrival till the at- 
‘tempt, I every day receive the holy sacra- 
‘ment, from one who shall be ignorant of the 
‘ design. James SHEPHEARD.” 


‘Sir John Fryer committed him prisoner to 
the Compter, and afterwards went with him 
and Mr. Leake, his daughter and maid, to the 
earl of Sunderland’s othce, where the copy of 
the letter was produced and read to him ; 
which he owned witb the greatest unconcern 
imaginable. 
he was at school at Salisbury, he had imbibed 
the principles, which he then acted upon, by 
conversation with his school-fellows, who, in 
the time of the rebellion in the north, wished 
the Pretender might. have success, and was 
confirmed in his opinion by reading some pam- 
phlets he saw lying on some booksellers’ stalls, 
particularly, ‘ A Vindication of the Bishop of 
‘ Exeter,’ and especially from the improve- 
ment of the words of St. Paul, ‘ That persons 
‘ ought to be obedient to the powers that were 
‘ set over them, although they were tyrannical.” 
That he had three years ago resolved upon the 


‘design to assassinate the king, and did deter-= 


mine to put it in execution, when opportunity 
otfered. He was brought to his trial on the 
6th of March, for high-treason; and the evi- 
dence against him was very strong. Being 
called upon by the court to make bis defence, 
he acknowledged the truth of what had been 
deposed against him;. and owned, that he 
meant it, that he intended it, and did not think 


ra 


He owned likewise, that, while ~ 


\ 


- 
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Lord Stanhope answered him, that the scar- 
city of silver species was owing to several 
causes ; 1st, The encreasing luxury, in relation 
to silver plate. @ndly, To the vast exports of 
bullion and other plate to the East Indies. 
And Sdly, To the clandestine trade that had 
lately been carried on, of exporting silver and 
importing gold to and from Holland, Germany, 
and other parts. To prove these particulars 
his lordship produced several papers, and, 
among the rest a scheme drawn ‘up by Henry 
Martin, esq. inspector general of the exports 
and imports at the custom house, whereby it 
appeared, that in the year 1717, the Kast India 
company had exported near thee miilions of 
ounces of silver, which far exceeds the imports 
of bullion in that year; it’‘necessarily followed, 
that vast quantities of silver species must have 
been melted down, both to make up that ex- 
port, and to supply silver-smiths. Hus lordship 
added, that it was impossible for those in the 
administration to remedy this evil, without the 
interposition of the parliament ; and as for the 
trade of exporting silver, and importing gold in 
lieu of it, which encreased the scarcity of the 
first, the most effectual method that could be 
thought of to prevent it, had been already 
used, viz. the lowering the price of gold, which 
would not.have failed to have in great mea- 
sure, produced the desired effect, but for the 
covetousness of some, or the malice of others, 
who, by hoarding up silver, thought either to 
‘make considerable gains, or to distress the go- 
vernment: so that, upun the whole matter, no 
fault could be found upon this score with the 
managers of his majesty’s treasury ; but that, 
on the contrary, it might to their praise be ob- 
served, that the public credit never ran so high 
an any other hands, since the government 
could now borrow great sums at 3! per cent. © 

The Earl of Oxford answered the lord Stan- 
hope, and made some reflections, which the 
other returned very smartly. ‘Though the lord 
viscount Townshend, the lord Coningsby, and 
some other peers, spoke also on this occasion, 
yet their lordships came that day to no Reso- 
lution; but the farther consideration of that 
matter heing put off till Saturday the 25th of 
January. It was on that day resolved, ‘That 
no alteration should be made in the standard 
of the Gold and Silver Coins of this kingdom, 
in fineness, weight or denomination ;” which 
Iesolution was, on the 97th, reported and 


there was any harm in it, or any guilt in the 
fact, if committed. Upon this he was con- 
demned, and executed at Tyburn, being at- 
tended by Mr. Orme, a non-juring clergyman, 
who absolved him at the gollows, and was sup- 
posed to have penned his speech; which being 
an invective against the king, the government 
did not think proper to allow it to be printed ; 
and Mr. Orme was taken into the custody of a 
messenger. Orme was frequently examined ; 
but, as nothing appeared, upon which it was 
judged proper to bring him to a trial, he was 
at last set at liberty.” Tindal, — : 


4 


agreed to by the IIouse. The next day their 
lordships resumed the consideration of ,that af- 
fair; and after having examined the officers of 
the mint, and the master and wardens of the 
go!dsmiths company, ordered a Bill to be 
bronght in, “to prevent the melting down of 
the Coins of the kingdom.” 


Debate in the Commons concerning the Half- 

Pay Officers.] January 22. The louse of Com- 
mons, in acommittee of the whole [Iouse, con- 
sidered further of the Supply, and particularly in 
relation to the Half-Pay of the reduced Ofi- 
cers, | . 
Mr. Hutcheson, who had already prepared 
the minds of the assembly, by causing his hook 
of Abstracts and Qhservations, to be distri- © 
buted gratis to most of the members, made use | 
of his own lucubrations and remarks to shew, 
That the Lists of Halt-Pay were charged with 
many otlicers who had no right to it; and was_ 
powerfully supported by 

Mr, Robert Walvolc, who, in particular, ex- 
cepted against the allowing Half-Pay here, to 
the officers of the 13 regiments lately reduced. 
in Ireland. 

Mr. Crages answered those two genilemen 
with a great deal of vivacity, and as much | 
strength of reasson as the nature of the several 
particulars objected against would admit of; 
And because it was sugvested by Mr. Walpole, 
That he had not beca long in his office; Mr, 
Craggs readily owned, That he could not hoase 
of so much experience in affairs as a certain 
gentleman; but this he was sure of, that though 
a novice, he would, ten years hence, be of the 
same opinion he was of at present, and not 
imitate them who changed theirs, as they were 
in or out of place. Hereupon 

Mr. Walpole, who could not but perceive 
that this bolt was levelled at him, appealed to the 
assembly, Whether, while he had the honour 
to be in the employment, he had not declared . 
his opmion as freely as he did at present, par- 
ticularly in relation to the matter now betore | 
them? Mr. John Smith, sir Henry Bunbury, 
and sir William Wyndham, supported Mr. 
Walpole, and all of them did justice to the 
Otficers who had served their country in the twu 
last wars; excepting only against the abuse 
which had been made of the national bounty, ia 
granting Half-Pay to those that did not deserve 
it, On the other hand, Mr. Aislabie, colonel 
Bladen, sir Charles Hotham, sir Richard Stele, 
general Wade, Mr. Lowndes, and several others, 
supported Mr. Craygs; and 

Mr. Boscawen, said, That, in his opinion, the 
Officers who had lately served against the rebels 
in Scotland, and in the north and west of Eing- 
land, had no less merited than those who had 
served many years in foreign wars, since by — 
suppressing a most unnatural and detestable 
rebellion, they bad delivered their country tron 
its most dangerous enemies. But though the 
court party, instead of about 130,961/. to which 
the list of Half-Pay for 1718 amounted, would 
have been contented with 115,000/, yet a mue 
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tion being made, and the question put, That the 
chairman leave the chair, it was carried in the 
affirmative, by 186 voices against 148. 


Jan. 24. The House went into a grand com- 
mittee to consider farther of the Supply; parti- 
cularly in relation to Half-Pay; and Mr. Hutche- 
son and Mr. Walpole chiefly insisted, That the 
Othcers of the 13 regiments reduced in Ireland, 
-ought to have been.placed on the establishment 
of that kingdom. 
~The Lord Viscount Broderick, (lord Chancel- 
lor for Ireland), endeavoured to justify the 
ministry there, and represented how hard the 
case of those officers would be, if they were 
struck off the English establishment. 

Mr. Walpole replied, That it was matter of 
surprize, that an end had been put to the session 
of the parliament of Ireland, without making 
provision for the said officers. | 

After this, it was agreed to strike off the List 
of Hulf-Pay all the minors under 16; several 
Warrant Officers, the officers of the 13 regi- 
ments reduced in Ireland, and the chaplains not 
provided for. Notwithstanding which, the 
courtiers still demanded 115,000. for the List 
of Half-Pay; but the farther consideration of 
~ that matter was put off to the next day. 


Jan. 25. The Commons went again into a 
committee of the whole House on the Supply, 
aud the courtiers renewed the demand of 
115,000/. for the List of Half-Pay. On the 
other hand, the opposite party were for reducing 
that sum to 80,000/. But Mr. Walpole having 
proposed 94,0001. the same was readily accepted 
on both sides. : 

Then Mr. Freeman moved, ‘‘ That the vae 
cancies in the Guards should be supplied by 
Half-Pay Officers :”” But the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the negative by 164 
voices against 156. 

Mr. Farrer immediately reported to the 
House, *‘ That the committee had directed 
him to move, and it was accordingly resolved, 
Tbat an humble Address be presented to his 
majesty, that all vacancies which shall happen 
jn. the troops upon the British establishment, 
be supplied by Half-Pay Officers, or Officers 
reduced, in Great Britain, of the same rank, 
except in the horse and foot-guasds, and horse- 
grenadiers.” | 


The King’s Message on being chosen Governor 
— of the South Sea Company.] February 1. Mr. 
Comptroller acquainted the Commons, That he 
had a Message to this House, signed by his Ma- 
jesty; and he presented the same to the House, 
as follows: . 

“G. R. 

“* His Majesty having received a very dutiful 
Address from the South Sea Company, That 
he would be graciously pleased to permit bim- 
self to be elected Governor of the said Com- 
pany; and his Majesty being willing to conde- 
scend thereto, reconimends it to this House, to 
consider of proper methods to remove any diffi- 
culties that may arise on that occasion.” 

Hereupon it was ordered, That leave be 
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given to bring ina ‘ Bill to enable his Majesty to 
be Governor of the South Sea Company :* Which 
bill was accordingly immediately brought in, 
read twice, engrossed, read the third time, 
passed, and sent to. the Lords; who, the same 
day, read it three times, and concurred in it 
without any amendment, Onthe following day, 
his Majesty eame to the House of Peers, and 
gave his assent to the said Bill.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Mutiny Bill.] 
Feb. 4. The Commons put off the call of their 
House till that day sennight, and the order of 
the day being read, for the House to resolve it- 
self into a Grand Committee, upon the ‘ Bill 
‘ for regulating the Forces to be continued ia his 
‘ majesty’s service, and for the payment of the 
‘said Forces, and their quarters, and for pu- 


‘6 nishing Mutiny and Desertion :’ The Serjeant 


at Arms was ordered to go with the mace into 
Westminster-hall and. courts there, and court 
of requests, and other places adjacent, and 
summon the members there to attend the sér- 
vice of the House; and he went accordingly : 
and being returned, it was ordered, “ That it 
be an instruction to the said Committee of the 
whole House, That they have power to receive 
a Clause, to take away unreasonable protec- 
tions of soldiers from their just creditors, and 
also to prevent unjust or fraudalent arrests 
upon them.” Then the House, which was more 
numerous than had been known for many years 
past, resolved itself into a grand committee, 
of which Gyles Erle, esq. was chosen chairman, 
a gentleman of bright parts, and equally well 
versed in civil and military affairs. After the 
reading of the Bill in question, and of the Arti- 
‘cles of War, 


Mr. Hutcheson excepted against the clause, 
enacting, ‘‘ That it shall be and may be lawfal 
to and for Courts Martial to punish Mutiny and 
Desertion with death;” urging, that a Court 
Martial was never allowed of in England in a 
time of peace, as being inconsistent with the 
rights and liberties of a free people; and 
moved, “ That the offences committed by the 
soldiery be cognizable and punished by the 
civil magistrate.” . 

Sir William Thompson answered Mr. Hutche- 
son, and the latter was seconded by 

Mr. Auditor Harley, who, to shew the danger 
of a standing army, goveraed by martial law, 
quoted, with great commendation, a book writ- 
ten some years ago by a noble member of that 
House, entitled, ‘ An Account of Denmark.’ 
Hereupon. 


* “ As every thing is influenced by party in 
England, the Whigs of the company had formed 
their plan, to chuse under the king Mr. Samuel 
Shepherd and sir Theodore Jansen: but the 
Tories laid their measures so well, that sir James 
Bateman, one of that party, was elected sub- 
governor, by a majority of 983 against 600, and 
the Whigs were forced to be satisfied with 
chusing Mr, Shepherd for deputy-governor.”*® 
Tindal,: : | 
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The Lord Molesworth, the aathor of that 
book, endeavoured to shew, that this was not a 
parallel case; that the present posture of af- 
fairs in Great-Britain was vastly different from 
the state of things in Denmark‘at that juncture ; 
and that the Commons having already declared 
jt necessary to maintain standing forces, it was 

/ no less necessary to keep those forces within 
the bounds of duty and discipline, by the ordi- 
nary rules of martial law, as was ever practised 
in all civilized nations. 2 J 


Sir Gilbert Heathcote having backed the 


lord Molesworth, 
Mr. Hungerford, with bis usual jocular way, 
suid, he remembered a remarkable passage in 
-the History of the Revolutions in Sweden, 
which was, that one Bung, a rich burgher or 
alderman of Stockholm, who had much con- 
tributed to the keeping up a standing army, 
was the first that was hanged by martial law. 
General Lumley, and some others, wére of Mr. 
Hutcheson’s opinion ; and, on the other hand, 
sir Joseph Jekyll was for keeping up the mar- 
tial law, at least a year longer. But the main 
brunt of the dispute fell between Mr. Craggs, 
_ Secretary at War, and Mr. Robert Walpole, 
who said all that the subject could bear, on 
either side; but who, in the heat of argu- 
ment, could not forbear letting drop some sharp 
reflections. After they had done speaking, 
which was about 6 o’clock in the afternoon, 
some other members made speeches for and 
against the motion in agitation; and as Mr. 
Chancellor of the Dutchy had hitherto heen 
silent, the court-party looked upon the success 
of this affair as very doubtful. But, | 
Mr. Lechmere spoke with his usual eloquence 

and weight; and, among other particulars, con- 
futed what Mr. Walpole had advanced, That a 
Court-Martial, in time of peace, was altogether 
unknown in England: shewing to the con- 
trary, that the Court of Admiralty, which is 
allowed in times of peace as well as of war, has 
an equal power in relation to seamen, with a 
Court Martial in relation to soldiers. 


At last, about eight in the evening, the ques- 
tion being put, That the Clause relating to the 
punishment of Mutiny and Desertion should 


stand as expressed in the Bill, the same was 


carried in the affirmative by a majority of 247 
against 229; so that there were 476 members 
in the House, besides three Whigs and six or 
seven Tories, who happened to be shut out when 
the question was put *, 


Feb. 12. The engrossed Bill, ‘ For punishing 
' Mutiny and Desertion,’ &c. was read the 
third time, and the question being put, That the 
said Bill do pass, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive by 186 voices against 105: This great ma- 


ee 

* «The Abbot du Bois (the French minister) 
having desired to be an ocular witness of this 
important debate, he was admitted, tncognito, 
into the House of Commons; a favour which, 


that day, was refused to several British peers,” 
Political State. : 


jority was ascribed to Mr. Walpole’s voting 


with the courtiers, and his having declared to 
his friends, That though in the debate about 
this bill, he was for ne Mutiny and Deser- 
tion punished by the civil tagistrate, yet lie 
had rather those crimes should be punished by 
tmaartial law, than not punished at all. 


Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny Bill.] 
Feb. 12. An engrossed bill from the Com- 
mons, for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, and 
for the better payment of the Army and their 
quarters, being read the first time, 

Lord Stanhope said, That he wished the same 
might be thoroughly canvassed and examined 
in a full House; for he was not like some per- 
sons that changed their opinions accerding as 
they were in or out of place. 

The Duke of Argyle taking this reflection to. 
be levelled against him, smartly answered, 
That for his own part, he followed the ministry 
when he thought they were in the right; but 
went a contrary way, if he thought they went 
astray. This skirmish beiag over, the second 
reading of the Bill was put off tillthe Tuesday 
following ; and the next day it was resolved to 
address his majesty, that the Articles of War, 
aud other Papers relating to discipline and pay- 
ment ofthe army, might be laid before the House, 


Feb. 18. The said Bill was, according to 
order, read a second time, ina very full House; 
anda motion being made, That the Bill be 
committed to a committee of the whole House ; 
the same occasioned a great debate. 

The Earl of Ozford spoke first, and said, 
That as long as he had breath, he would speak 
for the liberties of the country; and that he 
was not only against .this bill, because he 
thought a martial court inconsistent with the 
rights and privileges of Englishmen, but also 
against the keeping up so great a number of 
forces; which being altogether useless in a 
time of profound peace, could not but raise just 
apprehensions, that something was intended 
against our happy and ancient constitution. 

The Lord Stanhope answered, That the na- 
tion has the ‘happiness to be governed by a 

rince, who, since his accession to the throne, 
ee convinced every body, that he desires no 
more troups than what are absolutely necessary 


. for the safety and tranquillity of his dominions; 


that whoever will impartially consider the pre- 
sent circumstances of affairs, must own, that 
the number of troops that are kept on foot is 
very small; that it cannot be denied, that the 
Pretender has a great many friends both at 
home and abroad, who watch all opportunities 
to foment and take advantage of our intestine 
divisions: that on the other hand Great Britain — 
stands guarantee for the neutrality of Italy, 
which, is now threatened with an invasion; and 
therefore it was matter of prudence, as well as 
of necessity, to keep up a competent furce, both 
to suppress agy insurrection at home, or to re- 


pel any insult from abroad; and to make good 


our engagements for maintaining the repose of 
Europe. Hereupon, 
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- The Earl of Strafford said, He was sur- 
rized to hear that so great a minister as the 
ord who spoke last, was not better acquainted 


with some matters of fact ; but that he thought : 


himself obliged to inform the House, that by 
the Treaty concluded and signed at Utrecht in 
March 1713, between the ministers of Great 
Britain and Franoe, the late queen, of glorious 
memory, was guarantee for the neutrality of 
Italy, and the islands in the Mediterranean, 
only during the evacuation of Catalonia, and 
till the conclusion of a general peace: for the 
truth of which, his lordship appealed to his 
colleague in that negotiation, the lord bishop 
of London, He added, That since that time, 
the state of things was quite altered, and those 
in the ministry could best tell, what engage- 
ments had been entered into, either with the 
emperor or France. Hereupon, 


The Lord North and Grey said, It were ne- 
cessary to know the contents of those new 
Treaties, and therefore moved te address his 
majesty, that the same might be laid before the 
House.—Which address was agreed to, but was 
never presented. 

The Duke of Argyle, who backed the earl of 
Oxford, said, among other things, That besides 
the 16,000 and odd men of regular troops, there 
was another considerable body maintained 
under the denomination of Invalids, and that 
they ought to inquire into their numbers, and 
where they were quartered. Towhich | - 

Lord Cudogun answered, He knew of no in- 
valids but suchas were in Chelsea College, or 
in the neighbourhood. 


After this, upon a motion of the duke of 
_ Buckingham, that the Bill be committed to a 

Committee of the whele House the Thursday 
next; it was carried without dividing. 


Accordingly, on that day the order of the 
day was read, for the Lfouse to go into a Com- 
mittee of the whole House upon the said Bill, 
but the opposers of the Bill being apprehensive 
that the court party were stronger in voices, 
and weaker in Proxies, (which are allowed 
only in a House) endeavoured to stave off the 
Bill before it went into a committee, In order 
thereto the lord Trevor moved, That it be an 
instruction to the Committee of the whole 
House, to whom the said Bill was comamitted, 
That they do provide, that no punishment shall 
be inflicted at any court martial, which shall 
extend to life or limb. Lord ‘Trevor was an- 
swered by the lord Stanhope, Tiat such a 
clause would render the Bill ineffectual, banish 
all manner of discipline from the army, and 
consequently render it entirely useless. There- 
upon there arose a warm debate, which lasted 
from two till seven in the evening; in which 
_ lord. Trevor, Jord Bingley, earl of Anglesea, 

- duke of Argyle, earl Poulet, lord North and 
Grey, duke of Buckingham, earl of Cholmon- 
deley, lord Harcourt, lord Townshend, earl of 
Abingdon, and earl of Ilay spoke against the 
Bill; lord Stanhope, earl of Sunderland, Jord 
Vnaslow, duke of Newcastle, lord Coningsby, 


lord Cowper, lord Cadogan, and lord. Carteret | 


for it. 

The Earl of Anglesea endeavoured to shew, 
That so numerous a force as was allowed by 
this Bill to be maintained in time of peace, 
was not only dangerous in itselfto a_ free na- 
tion, but was yet rendered more dangerous, Ly 
their being governed by martial law, a law un- 
known to our constitution, destructive of our 
liberties, and not endured by our ancestors. 
His lordship was answered by 

The Earl of Sunderland, who urged, That 
among the ancient Romans, the wisest people 
inthe world, and the greatest lovers and as- 
¥ertors of public liberty, martial laws and dis- 
cipline were invigorated by decrees of the senate, 
and were in force in tines of peace as well as 
in times of war. | 

The Duke of Argyle replied, That it was 
much better to attend domestic than fureign 
examples; and then shewed by several instances, 
drawn from the history of Great Britain, that 
a standing army in the time of peace was ever 
fatal, either to the prince, or to the nation. 

Tae Lord Onslow said thereupon, That those 

who are vested with the legislative power ought 
not, on all occasions, to govern themselves by 
precedents, but rather by the present situativn 
of affairs, because it is very difficult to find ex- 
amples perfectly agreeing with the various cir- 
cumstances of times: that, in his opinion, the 
number of troops which the Commons had 
thought fit to keep standing, was absolutely 
necessary for the security and safety both of 
the government and nation; and thereupon it 
was no less necessary to make a law, to keep 
that army within the rules of duty and disci- 
pline, unlcss they would render useless those 
very forces which must be owned to be neces- 
sary. 
The Earl Poulet enforced what had already 
been suggested, about the danger of a standing 
army made subject to martial law. 
* The Duke of Newcast/e maintained on the 
contrary, That the forces now on foot were 
necessary both for the support of the govern- 
ment, and the protection of our allies; that 
their lordships ought to consider, that when the 
late Rebellion broke owt, we had double the 
number of regular troops, and yet the govern- 
ment was obliged, not only to send for some 
regiments from Ireland, but also for a body 
of auxiliary troops from Holland ; and that 
since the said forces were necessary, the bill in 
question, which was ouly to render them use- 
ful, was no less necessary. ~ 

The Lord North and Grey said, That before 
the noble peer who spoke last was born, he had 
seen the time, when the nation was in danger of 
losing their liberties hy a Standmg Army ; and 
then his lordship endeavoured te shew, that the 
power of life and death, which by this bill was 
given to a court aruial, was unnecessary, un- 
usual, and unjust.—It being then about five in 
the evening, a 

The Duke of Buckingham told their lord- 
ships, That in lis opinion, a great deal of time 


: 
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had been spent’ to little purpose : for, if their 
lordships would enter regularly upon the merits 
of this bill, they ought to be in a committee, 
where every lord would have an opportunity to 
speak as often as he thought fit. Notwith- 
standing this, the debate still continued, and 


The Lord Hurcourt urged, That the parlia-. 


ment, which is the representative of the whole 
nation, were ever extreme jealous of the legis- 
lative power, with which they are vested; and 
that the Lords, in a particular manner, ought to 
be tender of it, because it is a branch of their 
prerogative to be the supreme court of judica- 
ture; but that by this bill, whereby the king 
was enabled to establish courts martial, with 
power to try and determine any offences spe- 
cified in the Articles of War, the parliament 
vested a sole legislative power in the crown, 
which was communicated and delegated toa 
council of war: That this bill sets aside all 
other laws, both civil and ecclesiastical, in re- 
lation to the soldiery ; and gives courts martial 
a larger jurisdiction than seemed necessary for 
maintaining discipline in the army, such juris- 
diction extending not only to mutiny, desertion, 
and breach of duty, but also to all immoralities, 
and other offences, which might be committed 
by any officer or soldier, towards any of his 
fellow subjects, whereby the law of the land 
might either be obstructed or superseded by a 
court martial: that the officers constituting a 
court martial did, at once, supply the place of 
judges and jurymen, and ought therefore to be 
upon their vath, upon their trying any offence 
whatsoever; whereas it is provided by this 
bill, that they shall be sworn upon their trying 
such offences only as are punishable by death. 
That martial courts assume to themselves an ar- 
bitrary and unprecedented authority, of which 
they had a fresh remarkable instance, an en- 
sign of the guards having been sentenced to 
death without being heard, which-was contrary 
to Magna Charta, and to the birth-rights and 
privileges of Englishmen ; and therefore they 
ought to restrain so dangerous a power. 

‘The lord Harcourt was supported by lord 


viscount Townshend, but was upposed by the 


lord Coningsby. — 

Lord Cowper said, That he had maturely 
considered the affair now in agitation, not as a 
person in a public station, but as a private, yn- 
prejudiced man ; and that he was convinced 
in judgment and conscience, that it 18 necessary 
both for the support of the present happy esta- 
‘blishment, and* the security of the nation, to 
keep up the forces now on foot: and that he 
was confirmed in this opinion, hy considering 
what thoughts the Pretender and his friends 
had of this matter, and reflecting, that they 
have nothing more at heart, than to procure the 
disbanding of those forces that have suppressed 
the late unnatural Rebellion: that he doubted 
not but the whole nobility that made up that 
august assembly, was inviolably attached to his 
majesty king George; that his majesty had 
also the best part ofthe landed, and all the 
trading interest ; that as to the Clergy, he 


a 
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would say nothing but that it was noto- 
rious, that the majority of the populace had 
been poisoned, and that the poisom was not yet 
quite expelled: that the dangers which seemed 
to be apprehended from the present army, may 
be chimerical, or, at least, easily remedied in 
any subsequent session of parliament ; whereas 
the dangers with which the nation is threatened 
from the Pretender and his friends, in case 
there were no army to oppose them, are real, 
and the mischiefs that might ensue, upon the 
suecess @f their designs, irreparable: that if. 
there had been such a standing force as we now 
have, timely to suppress the Tumults and Riots 
which were raised soon alter his majesty’s ac- 
cession to the throne, in all probability there 
had been no open rebellion ; that, on the othee 
hand, if there had not been troops ready at 
hand to assist the civil power, in suppressing 
the late riotous assemblies of the Wool-Combers 
and Weavers, in the counties of Devon and 
Somerset, there had, by this time, been another 
rebellion ; That the mentioning Magna Charta 
was, in his opinion, entirely foreign to the pre- 
sent debate: that the thing now in question, 
and that wherein they were immediately con- 
cerned, was to secure and support the govern= 
ment and the Protestant Succession against | 
vigilant, bold, and restless enemies: and that 
they had the more reason to be upon their: 
guard, in that the trumpeters of sedition and 
rebellion had again forcibly intruded into se- 


s, 
. 


veral pulpits in Scotland. 


The Earl of Abingdon answered this Speech, 
and the lord Cadogan having spoken on the 


contrary side, the earl of Ilay, with great elo- , 


quence and solidity, supported the lord Trevor's: 
motion, and endeavoured to shew, That a 
Standing Army in time of peace, weuld rather ~ 
increase than lessen the enemies of the governe 


ment. The lord Carteret replied to him with 


great vivacity: after which the question was 
put upon the said motion, and earried in the 
negative, viz. 

ot Content - 76 Content - 52 
Proxies - + 15—91 Proxies - 25—77 


Protest on rejecting a Clause for providing, 


That no Punishment, by a Court Martial, shall — 


extend to Life or Limb.] Hereupon the fol- 
lowing Protest was entered. 


¢ Dissentient’. | : 


1. “ Because the exercise of martial law, in - . 


time of peace, with such power as is given by 
this bill, to inflict punishments extending to 
Life and Limb, was not in the first year of this 
reign, nor hath in any former reign been al- 
lowed within this kingdom by consent of par- — 
liarmment, but hath, upon many attempts made 
to introduce such a power, been opposed and 
condemned by parliament, as repugnant to- 
Magoa Cherta, and inconsistent with the fun- 
damental rights and liberties of a free pecple. 
2. ‘* Because, after the Peace of Ry«wick, 
and that of Utrecht, in the several’ reigns of 
king William and queen Anne, of glorious and 


ever blessed memories, no such power was 


\ 


NX 


N 


me. 


- §43) 


/ 


given to any court-martial; snd it is well 
known, that the forces then continued on foot 
were kept in exact discipline and order..: 

_ 3. “& Because it is not . ascertained, either by 
this Bill, or by any other known law or rule, 
what words or facts amount to Mutiny or De- 
sertion, or to an exciting, causing or joining in 
mutiny ; and consequently the judges in a 
court-martial have it in their power to declare 
what words or facts they think fit to be mutiny 
or desertion, and to take away the life of any 


. officer or soldier, by such an arbitrary gecision. 


4. * Because, should death be thought the 
proper punishment, in time of peace, for mu- 
tiny or desertion, or even for the least disobe- 
dience to any lawful command, yet, as we con- 
ceive, the nature of such offences ought first to 
have been ascertained by this bill, and the said 
offences being declared capital, the trial thereof 
ought to have been left to the ordinary course 
of law ; in consequence whereof, the officers 
and soldiers would, upon such trials, have been 
idtitled to all those valuable privileges which 
are the birth-right of every Briton ; nor doth it 
oppest to us, that any inconvenience could 
thereby have arisen to the public in time of 
peace, at least, not any such as can justify our 
depriving the soldiery of those legal rights, 
which belong to the meanest of their fellow 
subjects, and even to the vilest of malefaetors. 
W. Ebor’, Willoughby de Broke, Rutland, 
Masham, Harcourt, Bingley, Fr. Roffen’, 
Greenwich, Abingdon, Castleton, Devonshire, 
Hay, Berkeley of Stratton, Geo, Bristol, Delo- 
raine, Bristol, Lumley, Dartmouth, P. Here- 
ford, Weston, Oxford, Northampton, Job. Lon- 
don, Poulet, Scarsdale, Gower, Boyle, Comp- 
ton, Belhaven, Tadcaster, Bute, Trevor, Foley, 
Mansell, Fr. Cestriens’, Strafford, Townshend, 
Montjoy,Gujldford, Bathurst, North and Grey.” 


Protest against rejecting a Clause to secure 
the Obedience of the Officers, &c. to the Civil 
Moagistrate.|. Then a motion being made, and 
the question put, That it be an instruction to 
the said Committee of the whole House, that 
they do make an effectual provision to secure 
the Obedience both of the Officers and Soldiers, 
to be continued by this Bill, to the civil magis- 
trate acoording to law, it was resolved in the 
negative, by 88 against 77, viz. 

Content - 53 Not Content - 73 
Proxies - 24—77 Proxies - ~- 15—88 


“¢ Dissentient’,. 

1. ‘ Because no provision whatsoever is 
made by this Bill, for securing the Obedience 
of the Military to the Civil Power, on which 
the preservation of qur constitution depends. 

2. “ Because, we conceive, that a great 
number of armed men governed by Martial- 
Law, as they have it in their power, so are na- 
tyrally inclined, not only to disobey, butto in- 
sult ie authority of the civil] magistrate ; and 
we are confirmed in this opinion, as. well by 
the experience of what hath happened here at 
home, as by the histories of all ages. and na- 


- tons ; from, which it.appears, that whereso- 
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ever an effectual provision hath not been made, 
to secure the obedience of the soldiers to the 


-| laws of their country, the military hath coo- 


stantly subverted and gwallowed up the civil 
power, W. Ebor’, Willoughby de Broke, Bel- 
haven, Bute, Bristol, Castleton, Bingley, Fo- 
ley, Mansell, Guildford, Joh. London, Scars- 
dale, Dartmouth, Bathurst, Devonshire, Fr. 
Roffen’, Fr. Cestriens’, Masbam, Lumley, 
Abingdon, Harcourt, Oxford, Greenwich, Rut- 
land, Weston, Strafford, Tadcaster, North and 
Grey, Compton, Geo. Bristol, Deloraine, 
Townshend, Montjoy, Gower, Berkeley of Strat- 
ton, Northampton, Hay, Poulet, Trevor, P. 
Hereford.” . 


February 21, The Lords being in a grand 
committee, those who opposed the Mutiny- 
Bill began with raising objections against the 
preamble of it, which suggests, ‘* That the 
number of 16,347 men is necessary :” urging, 
They did not know from whence that necessity 
should arise, the kingdom being now in full 
peace, without any just apprehension, either of 
insurrections at home, or invasions from 
abroad ; and thereupon it was moved, “ That 
the said number of 16,347 men, be reduced to 
12,000.” Hereupon, there was a great debate, 
that lasted til! about six in the evening, in 
which the earl of Oxford, lord Trevor, lord 
Harcourt, earl of Abingdon, earl of Ilay, duke 
of Buckingham, lord Bathurst, lord North and 
Grey, and the lord bishop of Hereford spoke 
against the bill ; the earl of Sunderland, lord 
Stanhope, lord Cowper, lord Cadogan, lord 
Eater, duke of Roxburgh, and lord Coningsby 
or it. 


The Earl of Oxford endeavoured to shew, 
That the keeping up a standing army in time 
of peace was not the way to gain the hearts, 
but ratherto increase the disaffection of the 
people; and that all good and wise princes 
had ever chosen to depend, rather on the af- 
fections of their subjects, than on a milit 
force. This his lordship illustrated by several 
instances out of our English history, and, in par- 
ticular, by the fresh examples of the late king 
William and queen Anne ; adding, That none 
but bad and cor?upt ministers have. need of 
troops to maintain their authority and unwar- 
rantable proceedings. : 

Lord Stanhope thereupon spoke in vindica- 
tion of the present admiuistration, and, from 
the posture of affairs, both at home and abroad, 
shewed the necessity of maintaining a greater 
force than in former times. It being suggested, 
on this occasion. That it was hoped no mi- 
nister would advise the king to enter into a war, 
lord Stanhope readily. replied, That he would 
be the first that should advise him to it, if he 
thought the honour of the crown concerned in 
it. Upon this . =e 

The. Lord Buthurst said, he was surprised to 
hear such. an: expression fram a persom in. his 


lordship’s station, whose. priacipal:.care one 


would think, should. be.rather to discharge the 
great burthen which has been left upon the 
9 
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nation by the two last wars, than to involve it 
in a new one, which ean hardly be maintained 
without making use of the funds, that have 
been appropriated for the payment of old 
debts. 

Lord Cadogan having represented, That if 
the army was reduced to 12,000 men, it were 
impossible upon any emergency, to assemble a 
body of 4,000 men in any part of Great Britain, 
besides London, without leaving the sea ports, 
and other important posts, unguarded. 

Eord Cowper took occasion to suggest, That 
they ought not to retrench the 4,000 men who 
were most necessary. _ 

Hereupon, the question being put, Whether 
the words * sixteen thousand’ should stand part 
of the clause of the preamble, it was resolved 
m the affirmative, by 72 voices against 50. 


After this it being moved, and.the question’ 


put, That the House be now resumed, it was 
resolved in the negative, by 74 voices against 
48; and then their lordships proceeded to the 
clause, whereby mutiny and desertion are 
made punishable by death; and the question 
being put, whether the words, ‘death or’, 
should stand part of the said clause; it was 
resolved in the affirmative without dividing. 

The next day the Lords went again into a 
grand Committee on the Mutiny Bill; andit 
was proposed, That in the clause, which 
obliges judges of a court martial to take an 
oath, when they try criminals for such crimes 
as may extend to death, to insert after ‘ death’ 
the words ‘ or otherwise.’ But the question 
being put whether these words should be added, 
it was carried in the negative, by 68 voices 
against 43. After this it was proposed to leave 
out the clause, which enables his majesty to 
constitute and settle Articles of War ; and the 
question being put, whether that clause should 
stand part of the bill ? lt was resolved in the 
afirmative by 68 voices against SO. 

Lord Stanhope having suggested, That all 
the objections raised against this bill amounted 
to no more than bare suppositions of chime- 
rical dangers ; and defied any body to charge 
the administration with any thing that might 
give just ground of apprehension for the liber- 
ties of the people : Adding, that if the govern- 
ment be now obliged to keep a greater num- 
ber of furces than formerly, it is partly owing 
to the situation in which the affairs. of Europe 
have been left by the late scandalous peace. 

The Earl of Strafford thereupon said, He 
could not be silent while a work in which he 
had so great a share was so openly attacked ; 
but that the peace which some are pleased to 
call scandalous, was approved -by three suc- 
cessive parliaments, and, in particular, by 
some peers now in place: that he would 
venture to affirm, that this very peace had left 


the affairs of Europe in a better posture than: 


they seem to be in at present, at least with res- 
pect to Great Britain; that notwithstanding 
the great advantages which some boast to have 
obtained by the late treaties, they have yet 
found the way to lose our trade to Sweden ;: 


Vox, VIL 


to endanger thatto Spain and Italy ; and to 
keep a standing army in full peace; but that 
time will shew whether three successive par- 
haments will approve these measures, as well 
as the peace which is called infamous. At the 
same time, his lordship animadverted on the | 
late proclamation, for allowing the importation. 
of Swedish iron from al! places other than the 
dominions of the king of Sweden; which was, 
in effect, he said, no more than to appoint the 
Dutch to be our factors for Swedish iron. | 

Towards seven in the evening, the House 
was resumed, and the earl of Clarendon re- 
ported, That the Committee had gone through 
the Bill without amendment ; upon which it 
was ordered, That the said Bill be read a third - 


time on the 24th, and the Lords to be sum- 
moned, 7 


Protest against passing the Mutiny Bill.] 
Accordingly, on the 24ththe said Bill was 
read a third time, and the lord North and Grey 
made a summary recapitulation of the objec- 
tions raised against it; but the question being 


put, That this Bill do pass, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 


Content 


- 67 | Not Content - 40 
Proxies 


- 21—88 Proxies - - 21—61 


‘‘ Dissentient” — : 
“ 4. Because the number of 16,347 men is 
declared necessary by this bill: butit is not. 
therein declared, nor are we able any way to 
satisfy ourselves, from whence that necessity | 
should arise, the kingdom being now (God be 
praised) in full peace without any just appre-. 
hensions, either of insurrections at home, or _ 
invasions from abroad. | 
«©Q2. Because so numerous a force is near 
double to what hath ever been allowed within. 
this kingdom, by authority of parliament, in 
times of public tranquillity ; and being as we 
conceive, no ways necessary to support, nay, 
we fear endanger our constitution, which has 
never yet been entirely subverted but by a 
standing army. ; : 
** 3, Because the charge of keeping up so 
great a force, ought not unnecessarily to be laid 
on the nation, already over-burthened with 
heavy debts; and this charge we.conceive to 
be still more unnecessarily increased, by the 
great number of officers now kept on the esta- 
blishment in time of peace; a number far 
greater (in proporuon to that of the soldiers 
commanded by them) than hath ever yet been 
thought requisite in times of actual war. 
~ 4, Because such a number of soldiers, dis- 
persed in quarters throughout the kingdom, may 
occasion greit hardships, and becoine very 
grievous to the people; and thereby cause or 
increase their disaffection, and will, probably, 
ruin many of his majesty’s good subjects on 
whom they shall be quartered, and who have 
been already by that means greatly impove- 


‘risbed. 


‘*.5, Because such a standing army, danger- 
ous in itself to a free people in time of peace, 
is, in our opinion, rendered yet more dangerous, 


! 
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by their being made subject to Martial Law ; 
a law unknown to our constitutiun, destructive 
_of our liberties, not endured by our ancestors, 
and never mentioned in any of our statutes but 
in order to condemn it. . | 

‘¢ 6. Because the officers and soldiers them- 
selves, thus subjected to martial law, are there- 
by, upon their trials, divested of all those rights 
ahd privileges which render the people of this 
realm the envy of all other nations, and become 
liable to such hardships and punishments as 
the lenity and mercy of our known laws utterly 
disallow ; and we cannot but think those per- 
sons best prepared, and most easily tempted to 
strip others of their rights, who have already 
lust their own, _ 4 

‘7, Because a much larger jurisdiction is 
given to courts-martial, by this Bill, than, to 
us, secms necessary for maintaining discipline 
inthe army, such jurisdiction extending not only 
to mutiny, desertion, breach of duty and dis- 
obedience to military commands, but also to all 
immoralities, and every instance of misbe- 
haviour, which may be committed by any officer 
or soldier towards any of his fellow-subjects ; 
by which means the law of the land, in cases 
proper to be judged by that alone, may, by the 
summary method of proceedings in courts-mar- 
tial, Dhe ubstracted or superseded, and many 
grievous offences may remain unpunished. 

“8. Because the officers constituting a court- 
martial, do at once supply the place of judges 
and jury-men, and ought therefore, as we con- 
ceive, to be sworn upon their trying any offence 
whatsoever; and yet it is provided by this Bill, 
that such officers shall be sworn upon their try- 
ing such ‘offences only as are ee by 
death; which provision we apprehend to be de- 
fective and unwarrantable by any precedent, 
there being no instance within our knowledge, 
wherein the judges of any cgurt, having cog- 
nizance of capital and lesser crimes, are under 
the obligation of an oath in respect of the one, 
and not of the other. 

‘66.9, Because the Articles of War thought 
necessary to secure the discipline of the army, 
in cases unprovided for by this bill, ought, in 
our opinion, to have been inserted therein, in 
like manner, as the Articles and Orders for re- 
gulating and governing the navy were enacted 
in the 13th year of king Charles the 2nd, tothe 
end, that due consideration might have been 
had by parliament of the duty enjoined by each 
article to the soldiers, and of the measure of 
their punishment ; whereas the sanction of par- 
liament is now given by this Bill to what they 
have had no opportunity to consider.. 

_*6 10. Because the clause in this Bill enabling 
his majesty to establish Articles of War, and 
erect Courts-martial, with power to try and de- 
termine any offences to be specified in such 
Articles and to inflict punishments for the same, 
. within this kingdom in time of peace, doth (as 
we conceive) in all those instances, vest a sole 
legislative power in the crown; which power, 
how safely soever it may be lodged with his 
present majesty, and how tenderly soever it may 


be exercised by him, may yet prove of dangere 
ous consequence, siiuuld it be drawn into pre- 
cedent in future reigns, 

“11. Because the clause inthe Bill, alledged 
to be made for enabling honest creditors to re- 
cover their just debts fiom soldiers, seems to us 
rather to give a protection to the soldier than 
any real advantage to his creditor, or other 

erson having just cause of action against him ; 
it protects the person of a soldier from execu- 
tion, as well as the Mesne process, for any debt 


under 10/.; and it protects the estate and ef- 


fects as well as the person of every soldier from 
all other suits but for debt, where the cause of 
action doth not amount to the like sum; and 
in other cases, where the cause of action ex- 
ceeds that value, plaintiffs are in many instances 
put under such unreasonable difficulties, that, 
we conceive, before they can be allowed even 
to commence their suit, their bare compliance 
therewith may become more grievous to them 
than the loss of their debt, or a quiet submis- 
sion to the wrong sustained; by which means 
his majesty’s good subjects may be highly in- 
jured in their properties, and insulted in their 
persons by the soldicry, and. yet be deprived of 
the legal remedies appointed for the redress of 
such grievances. 7 

«¢W. Ebor’, Compton, Dartmouth, Hay, Straf- 
ford, Boyle, Guilford, Greenwich, Weston, Tre- 
vor, Fran, Cestriens’, Bute, Tadcaster, Bingley, 
Scarsdale, "Litchfield, Foley, Mansell, Fr.. Rof- 
fen’, Abingdon, Bristol, North and Grey, Hare 
court, Bathurst, Gower, Poulet, Northampton, 
P. Hereford, Montjoy, Oxford*.” 


Debate on the State of the Trade to Sweden.} 
Feb. 27. The Commons proceeded to take in- 
to consideration the matters of the Petition of 
several nrerchants and owners of shipping, and 
other petitions which had been presented to the 
House, in relation to theTrade to and from 
Sweden: and the extracts of the Letters be- 
tween the Secretaries of State, and hjs majes- . 


* « No subject produced so much heat and 
altercation in parliament during this session, as 
did the bill for regulating the land forces, and 
punishing mutiny and desertion: a bill which 
was looked upon as an encroachment upon the 
hberties and constitution of England, inasmuch 
as it established martial Jaw, which wrested. 
from the civil magistrate the cognizance of 
‘crimes and misdemeanors ‘committed by the 
soldiers and officers of the army: a jurisdiction 
inconsistent with the genius and disposition of. 
the people.’ The bill passed by a great majori- 
ty; but divers lords entered a protest.”— 
Smollett. - | 

‘¢ As soon as the parliament broke up, the. 
Speakers against the Mutiny-Bill published 


‘their speeches, for which they were severely. 


censured by the author of The Critic, and their 
speeches boldly examined. The king also, soon 
after the end of the session, ordered Asticies to 
be published for the Regulation and Goyern- 
ment ofthe Army, pursuant to the power lodged 
‘in him by the act.”—Tindal, ao 

9. 
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ty’s residents in Holland; ard also the Memo- 


rials which Mr. Jackson presented to the Re-: 


gency of Sweden, and the Answers to them, 
were read: after which Mr. Jackson being 
called in, Mr. Craggs asked him, whether he was 
of opinion, Tat if the trade were opened with 
Sweden, our merchants would be upon a better 
foot than they are at present? Mr. Jackson an- 
swered, ‘ Tnat, in his opinion, the contrary 
would happen: for now that the Swedes are 
distressed for want of our commodities, par- 
ticularly corn and felt, ey are inclined to fa- 
cilitate to us, underhaud, the purchase of their 
iron; whereas if the prohibition of trade with 


them was taken off, they would immediately 


prone: themselves with what they want; and 


nowing at the same time, that there’ are: 


- amongst us a set of men, who make it their stu- 
dy and business to embarrass the government, 
the court of Sweden would-be.more stiff than 
ever, and render the purchase of their iron more 
difficult to us.” __ 
Some members being offended at Mr, Jack- 
son’s expression, viz.‘* A set of men,” cried out, 
‘66 Custody, Custody.” But the more moderate 
contented themselves with putting him upon ex- 
plaining himself: hereapon, Mr. Jackson re- 
plied, “‘ That he meant the Merchants who pre- 
sented unreasonable petitions.” This being by 
some looxed upon rather as an aggravation than 
an excuse, the cry of “‘ Castody, Custody,” was 
repeated ; but 
Mr. KR. Walpole brought him off, by stiggest- 
ing, “ That that gentleman had lived so long in 
a despotic government,’ where Petitions and 
Representations of that nature, are accounted 
capital crimes, that he had forgot the rights and 
privileges of tis countrymen ;” -and therefore 
moved, that his unguarded expressions might be 
excused. Nobody opposing Mr. Walpole, Mr. 
Jackson withdrew. Then the Petitioners, and 
some other merchants Being called'in, and far- 
ther heard, they represented among other par- 
ticulars, ‘“‘ That since the prohibition of trade 
with Sweden, they bought Swedish iron of the 
Dutch 4/, per ton dearer than before; and that 
whereas the. English weré formerly, about 
$0,000/. per annum, gainérs by the trade with 
Sweden, they now lost about 90,000.” But 
this was contradicted by Mr. Craggs, who sug- 
gested, “ That the exports from Stoekholm for 
England had never amounted to 120,000/. in 
one year; and therefore the difference of the 
rofit and loss could not come up to this 
ast sum.” The merchants being withdrawn, 
Mr. Heysham spoke in their favour, and made 
a motion, upon which the question was propos- 
ed, That an Address be presented to bis ma- 
jesty, to take into his consideration the State of 
the Trade with Sweden, and that such measures 
might be taken, thiat his mafesty’s subjects, and 
those of his allies, mmght carry on the said’ trade 
in the same manner. Hereupon there arose a 
warm debate, in which as 
Mr. Craggs represented, That such an ad- 
dress wou 
and even a reflection on the parliament, who 


be derogatory to the king’s honour, 


had desired his majesty to prohibit all com- 
merce with Sweden ; and that on the other 


hand, such an Address was altogether needless, 


since his majesty’s wisdom would not fail to ap- 
ply all proper remedies to the evil that was 
complained of. Hereupon nae 
Sir William Wyndham said, That the pro- 
hibition of trade with Sweden having been 
thought convenient, when there was some 
grounds to fear af invasion from thence; now ~ 
that apprehension was entirely over, it would 
be no reflection either upon the king or his 
parliament, to take’ off the said prohibition ; 
and that he wondered we should distress and 
endeavour to ruin a prince and nation, who 
have ever been the support of the Protestant ine - 
terest, and whom, by treaties, we stand obliged 
to defend and protect. er 


After this it, was resalved by a majority of 
201 votes against, 111, to adjourn the debate 
till that day month. - "a 


Debate in the Lords on the Forfeited Estates’ 
Bill.| March 4. The Lords read the. first 
time, the Bill ‘ for vesting the Forfeited 
< Estates, in Great Britain and freland, in 
‘trustees, to be sold for the Use of the’ 
‘ public ;’? and a motion being made, and the 
question put, That the said Bil be read a 
second time. The lord North and Grey 
spoke against the excessive power, which, by 
this Bill was given to‘ the trustees, whereby 
abundance of families might be oppressed and 
ruined ; and his lordship was seconded by the 
lords Trevor and Harcourt, and the duke of 
Argyle, whq urged, That this Bill by leavin 
the-claims to the Forfeited Estates to the fina 
determination of the trustees, not only clashed 
with the Act of Union, in that it. suspended 
and set aside, in that respect, the courts of 
Judicature in North Britain, which, by the 
said Act, ought to remain entire; but was 
likewise derogatory to the privileges. and au- 
thority. of the House of Peers, who are sus 
preme judges in all civil causes. It was also 
alledged, That by the method that had been 
followed, the public would get little or noe | 
thing by the forfeitures; whereas, if the scheme 
proposed by sir David Dalrymple had been 
pursued, the same would have yielded consider- 
able sums, without any oppression to the sub- 
ject. The earl of Sunderland, the lords Stan- ~ 
hope, Parker, and Coningsby, answered the 
objections raised against the bill; and it was, 
at last, resolved, That the same should be 
read a second time; and that a Message be 
sent to the Commons, tu acquaint them, “ ‘That 
their lordships, having under their consider- 
ation the Bill for vesting the Forfeited Estates 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in trustees, to be 
sold for the use of the public, they did desire 
that the Commons would give leave, that such 


-of the commissioners of enquiry, who were 


members of that House, as also sir David Dal- 
rymple, his majesty’s advocate-general of Scot- . 
land, might ‘attend their lordsbips’ House, on - 
Thursday morning next.” os 


53] 


_ The next day, the Commons proceeded to 
take the Message before-mentioned into 
consideration; and appointed a Coinmittee, to 
search precedents with relation to the said 
Message. It appearing to the Commons by 
the report of that Committee, that the hke 
desire of the Lords had, on some occasions, 
een complied with, and at other umes de- 
nied; the Commons, who were resolved to 
follow the precedents for the lattcr, lest the 
Lords should make alterations in a Money 
‘Bill, put off tne considerations of the said 
report till the next day. Hereupon the Lords, 
‘who bad waited for an answer from the Com- 
mons till three in the afternoon, proceeded to 
_ the second reading of the bill; and it being 


moved, that the said Bill be committed, it 


occasioned a great debate. The lord Har- 
court, the earl of Ilay, and the duke of Argyle 
urged several reasons ae the bill; and 
were answered by the lords Cowper, Stanhope, 
and Coningsby; and after some other speeches 
for and against, the question being put, upon 
the motion before mentioned, it was carried 
in the affirmative by 80 -votes and proxies, 


against 73; and resolved, That the said Bill 


be referred to a Committee of the whole 
- House the Saturday next following. In the 
mean time the Commons having met again on 


the 7th of March, read only a Petition of the 


Tanners, in the county of Brecon, and then 
immediately adjourned till the 10th, to avoid 
taking into further consideration either the 


Lords’ Message, or the Report of their own: 


Committee about Precedents. 


Debate in the Lords ona Bill for rebuilding 
St. Giles’s Church.] March 8. There was a 
great debate in the Lords, upon the third read- 
ing of a Bill from the Commons, intituled, ¢ An 
* Act to impower the Commissioners, appointed 
“to put in execution the act for building 
‘Fifty new Charches in London‘ and West- 
. minster, to direct the parish church of St. 
¢ Giles’s.in the Fields, in the county of Mid- 
‘ dlesex, to be rebuilt, instead of one of the 
‘said Fifty new Churches.’ .The archbishop 
of York, and some other prelates, strenuously 
opposed this Bill, ‘urging, * That the same 
was a misapplication of money already granted 


nA 


by parliament for a pious use.” 


' Protest on refusing to add, ‘ of pious me- 
‘ mory, after the Name. of Queen Anne, in 
the Preamble of the Bill.| It was also pro- 
posed, That, in the preamble of the said Bill, 
the words ‘ of pious memory,’ should be added 
after the name of the late queen; but it was 
carried in the negative by 54 voices against 33. 

' 6 Dissentient, 

«¢ Because we cannot but judge these words, 
‘ of pious memory,’ highly decent and proper 
to have, been inserted in a bill, reciting two 
pious and gracious acts of parliament, passed 
in the reign of her late majesty, for rebuilding 
of fifty new. churches: a work earnestly re- 


commended by her majesty to her parliament,’ 


and by them declared to be so, much to the 
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honour of God, the spiritual welfare of her 
majesty’s subjects, the interest of the establish- 
ed church, and the glory of her majesty’s reign. 


—W. Ebor’, Fran. Cestriens’, Coinpton, Wil- © 


loughby de Broke, Buckingham,’ Poulett, Straf- 
ford, Joh. London, George Bristol, Boyle, 
Masham, Fr. Roffen’, Foley, P. Hereford, 
North and Grey, Mansell, Berkeley of Strat- 
ton, Oxford, Bathurst.”, — 
Protest against passing the said Bill.| Then 
after farther debate, the question was put, 
whether this Bill shall pass? It -was resolved 
in the affirmative. 
Contents - 49 Not Contents. 38 — 
Proxies- - 21—70 Proxies - - 25~—68 


“¢ Dissentient’ 


1. ** Because ic doth not appear to us from . 


any declaration in his majesty’s name to either 
House of Parliament, that his royal leave was 
given for bringing in the said bill, as, we 
humbly conceive, it ought to have been, for 


bringing in a bill of this nature. 


2. “ Because this Bill, in our opinion, mani- 


festly tends to defeat the ends and purposes of 


two acts of parliament for building Fifty new 
Churches, and yet ‘at the same time asserts that 
the intention of the said acts would be hereby 
answered. | 

3. “ Because this Bill farther asserts, That 
the parish of St. Giles’s is in no condition to 
raise or pay the sum of 3,000/. and upwards, 
for the repair of its parish church; which we 
apprehend to be evidently false in fact; and 
if true, to he no reason for rebuilding the said 


church out of the fund given for building Fifty . 


new Churches. 

4. ‘© Because this bill moreover asserts, That 
the said Parish-church, when rebuilt, and the 
church which is now budding in the said parish, 


by virtue of the acts for building fifty new © 
chprches, will be sufficient for the inhabitants . 


of the said parish; whereas we are credibly 
informed, and, upon the best calculation, do 
believe, that there are about 40,000 souls in 
the said parish; and do think, that three new 
churches, together with the present parish- 
church, will be barely sufficient for that number. 

5. % Beéause if this precedent for rebuilding 
old churches, out of the fund appropriated for 
building new ones, should be followed, and the 
ends of the abovesaid acts should be thereby 
in any great measure defeated, we are appre- 
hensive, that many thousands of his majesty’s 
good subjects in and about these populous 
cities will be left unprovided of churches, 
whereunto they may resort for the public wor- 
ship of God; and will thereby remain destitute 
of: the necessary means of being instructed in 
the true Christian religion, as it 1s now professed 
in the church of England, and established by 
the laws of this realm.—W. Ebor’, Geo. Bris- 


tol, Willoughby de Broke, Berkeley of Strat-— 


ton, Fr. Rofien’, Mansell, Joh. London, Straf- 
ford, Bathurst, Poulett, Fr. Cestriens’, Oxford, 
P. Hereford, North and Grey, Masham, Foley, 
Boyle.” | a rr 


oN 
‘ 


- 
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_ Protest against passing. the Forfeited Estates’ 
Biil.] March 11. The Lords, in a grand 

committee, read the third time the bill for vest- 
ing the Forfeited Estates in trustees, to be sold 
for the use of the public, and for giving relief 
to lawful creditors, by determining the claims, 
_and for the more effectual bringing, into the 
respective exchequers, the rents and profits of 
the estates till sold. Anda motion being made, 
that the bill do pass, it was carried in the af- 
firmative, by 82 against 76. 
Contents - 55 Not Contents 45 
Proxies- - 27—82, Proxies - - 31-76. 


‘¢ Dissentient’, 

1. * Because, we humbly conceive, that the 
churges of this commission are a very great and 
unnecessary burthen on the public, and will 
swallow up a great part of that fund the com- 
missioners are appointed to be guardians of; 
whereas the ends of that trust, which is lodged 
in them by this bill, might have been more 
easily, more justly, and with less expence, at- 
tained by the knuwn and ordinary course of 
the law. . 

2. “ Because there is erected. in this bill a 
court of judicature with strange and new 
powers, viz. ina summary way, and without 
the formality of proceedings in the courts of 
Jaw or equity, to proceed by, and upon the tes- 
timony of witnesses upon oath, examination 
of persons claiming, or otherwise interested, 
upon their oaths; inspection and examinatinn 
of deeds, writings and records; and by all or 
any of the said ways and means, or otherwise, 
according to the circumstances of the case, or 
- of the persons claiming, as soon as conveniently 
may be, to hear, determine and adjudge all and 
every claim and claims; Which words seem to 
contain the most arbitrary and unlimited au- 
thority that can pussibly be created; and in 
particular, the expression concerning the cir- 
cumstances of the persons is not only unknown 


to our laws, but prescribes a rule which was 


never vet thought to be a proper ingredient in 
the impartial administration ot justice. 

3. “* Because there is in this bill a penalty 
Jaid on the witnesses who shall forswear them- 
selves to support any claim, but no punishment 
inflicted on those who shall make false oaths 
in order to defeat any just demand. 

4, ‘** Because there is nothing in this bill 
which incapacitates the commissioners, or any in 
trust for them, to purchase claims on the For- 
feited Estates; and yet in case they should 
make such purchases, they will become both 
judges and parties in the same cause, and con- 
sequently be exposed to temptations of a great 
and dangerous nature. 

5. Because the reversing and making void. 
all‘acts and decrees of any court of judicature, 
passed since the 24th day of June, 1715, con- 
cerning any right, charge or interest out of any 
of: the Forfeited Estates, and the not saving to 
all creditors and other claimants such right as 
they had betore.the passing this. bill, does 
greatly endanger, if not totally make void the 


just, demands of such creditors or other claim- 
ants, which they have not only in many cases a 
right to by the ancient laws of their country, 
but which are secured to them (at least in that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland) by the 
faith of an act of parliament, as a future reward 
of their dutiful and loyal behaviour to his ma- 
Jesty and his government, when the nation was 
threatened with the greatest dangers; which 
reward has been confirmed to them by a sube 
sequent act. 

6. “ Because the time of entering claims on 
Estates forfeited, or to be forfeited before the 
24th of June, 1718, is allowed no farther than to 
the 1st of June in the said year; whereby all 
creditors, claimants, and bona fide purchasers 
of estates, which may be forfeited hetween the 
ist and 24th of June afuresaid, are absolutely 
and expressly barred and excluded. . 

7. “ Because the setting up a new court of 
judicature for claims on Forfeited Estates, in 
any part of Great Britain, is wholly unprece- 
dented, and the privileges and jurisdiction of 
this House are thereby diminished and endane 
gered, but mach more so, by the reversing de- 
crees of courts of judicature already made, 
which, whether they are erroneous or legal, 
ought (as the constitution of this kingdom now 
is, and hath hitherto been) to be reviewed, re- . 
versed, or aflirmed by no other ‘jurisdiction 
whatsoever, but that which is inherent in the 
House of Lords. ~ 7 = ; 

8, “ Because the court of session is by this 
bill discharged from exercising their lawful. ju- 
risdiction, notwithstanding that the foundation 
of the constitution of the united kingdom of 
Great Britain is the articles of the Union; 
wherein it is expressly stipulated, That the 
court of sessiun shall remain in all time coming 
as it was then constituted, with the same au- 
thority and privileges as before the Union ; and 
though the said court was subjected to regula- 
tion, for the oetter administration of justice, 
yet the jurisdiction of it was in no case to be 
totally extinguished. — : 

9. “ Because the erecting new jurisdictions: 
with such indefinite powers, exclusive of the 


House of Lords; the making void or endanger- 


ing the rights of great numbers of lawful cre- 
ditors or other claimants, secured to them by 
the laws; and the depriving the courts of jus- 
tice of their judicature as aforesaid, we humbly 
apprehend, cannot but raise the highest dis- 
contents in the minds of his majesty’s subjects. 
Buckingham, Strafford, Poulett, Geo. Bristol, 
Bathurst, Willoughby de Broke, Deloraine, 
Trevor, Oxford, Plymouth, North and Grey, 
Mansell, Fr. Roffen’, Northampton, Compton, 
Tadcaster, Guilford, Hay, Greenwich, Boyie, 
Weston, Litchfield, Belhaven, Foley, Masham, 
Montjoy.” a : 


Protest against the Bill for erecting Work- 
Houses aé Bristol.} March 17. A Bill for the 
better explaining several acts, therein mention- 
ed, for erecting of Hospitals and Work-houses 
within the city of Bristol, for the employing 


é 


“A 


” 
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and maintaining the poor thereof, and for mak- 


ing the said acts more effectual, being read the 
third time, and the question being put, That the 
bill do pass, it was carried in the affirmative by 
58 against 22. - 8 


«¢ Dissentient’, | 


1. “ Because the comprehensive latitude of 


this bill is such, that all persons without dis- 
crimination, whether well or ill affected to our 
constitation in church and state, papists as well 
ns protestants, nonjurors as well as those wha 
take the oaths, jews as well as christians, ‘ate 
all alike capable of being admitted into the 


corporation to which this bill refers; and of 


sharing all the trusts and powers lodged in the 


~members thereof. 


N 


2. ** Because this bill, whilst it complains of 


the difficuity of finding a sufficient number of 
proper and well qualified persons to be elected 
and constituted guardians and officers of the 
said corporation, and, to avoid that pretended 


difficulty, Jets in dissenters, doth at the same 


time shut out seventeen church-wardens, who, 
by a former act, were incorporated therein, 
and who, by the constitution, have the care of 
the poor in a special manner intrusted with 
them. 

3. “ Because this bill répeals a law, by which 
the dissenters were excluded from places and 
offices in this corporation, and this repeal may 
hereafter be made use of as a precedent for 
abrogating other laws, as yet in force, in order 
to the admission of dissenters into all places 
and offices whatsoever, _ 

4. “ Because this bill, by exempting guar- 
dians and officers therein mentioned from the 
penalties and forfeitures of the corporation and 
test acts, doth, in our opinion, very much 
weaken the force of those acts, which are de- 
clared by the legislature to have been made for 
the security of the church of England, as by law 
established, and, as such, are, we conceive, 
ratified and made perpetual by that clause in 


the Act of Union, which enacts, That the act 


for the ministers of the church of England to 
be of sound religion, and the act for uniformity, 


and all and a) Seon acts of parliament | 


then in force, for the establishment and pre- 
servation of the church.of England, shall re- 
main and be in full force for ever. Geo. Bris- 
tol, Hay, Strafford, Bathurst, Fr. Roffen’, Man- 
sell, Jonat. Winton’, Joh. London, Montjoy, 
Compton, Oxford, Boyle, Weston.” 


The King’s Message for an Additional Num- 
ber.of Seumen.] Maroh17. Mr. GomptroHer 
Boscawen acquainted the House, That he hada 
Message to the House signed by-his majesty : 
which was read as follows :. 

“G. R. | 

** His majesty being at present engaged in se- 
veral negotiations of the utmost concern to the 
welfare of these kingdoms, and the.trdnquillity 
of Europe; and having lately received informa- 
tion from abroad, which makes him judge that 


it will give weight-to his endeavours, if naval: 
force be employed:where ‘it shall be necessary ;- 


ae, 


| jesty was pleased to say ; 


2 


does think fit to acquaint this House therewith ; 
not doubting but that in. case he should he 
obliged, at this critical juncture; to exceed the 
numberof men granted this year for the Sea- 
Service, the House will at their next meeting, 
provide for such exceeding.” 

Upon this, sir Willigm Strickland moved, 
‘¢ That an Address be presented to his inajesty, 
to return his majesty the thanks of this House, 
for his unwearied endeavours to promote the 
welfare of his kingdoms, and to preserve the 
tranquillity of Europe: andto assure his ma- 
Jesty, that this House will make geod such ex- 
ceedings of men for the Sea-Service of the year 
1718, as his majesty in his royal wisdom shall 
find necessary to obtain those desirable ends.” 
This motion, being seconded and the question 
put thereupon, was carried without dividing. —It 
is remarkable, that the Spanish embassador 
having about this time expostulated concerning 
the great preparations for sending a Fleet into 
the Mediterranean, Mr. Walpole said, That 
such an Address had all the air ofa declaration 
of war against Spain. : 


March 18. Mr. Boscawen acquainted the 
House, “ That their Address had been presented 
to his majesty; and that he was commanded 
by his majesty to return his majesty’s hearty 
thanks to this House, and to assure them, 
that his majesty shall think himself obliged, 
in return of the great confidence they have 


-reposed in him, not only to use the utmost 


cconomy that shall be consistent with the 
real interest of his subjects for this ensuing 
year; but likewise to apply his most earnest 
endeavours to prevent future burthens to his 
people, by establishing a lasting peace and tran- 
quillity.” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Session. ] 
March 21. This-day, the King came to the 


for and: attending, his majesty gave the royal 
assent to several Bills. After which, his Ma- 


“« My Lords, and Gentlemen; 

“Ihave commanded my Lord Chancellor. 
to deliver, in my name and words, what I think 
fit should be said to you, on my putting an end 
to this session of parliament.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor read his ma- 


Jesty’s Speech as fullows: 
© My Lords, and Gentlemen ; . 

“ T cannot put an end:to this session, with: 
out returning. my hearty thanks: to so good a 
parliament, for the dispatch which has been 
given to the public basiness; You‘will,I hope, 
‘im your private capacities, feel the convenience 
of an early recess ;. and, Iam persuaded, the 
‘public will receive great benefit by the séason< 
able zeal and vigour of your resolutions: in sap~ 
‘port of my government. 

“‘ Nothing.can add so mutch to'the credit and 


Influence of this crowu, both athome and abroad, 


aw the. repeated instances: of your affection 
jtounev- This steadiness: and ‘resolution of yours 


‘6 


House of Peers, and the Commons being sent . 


a 
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will, I hope, enahle meto procure, against your 
next meeting, such Treaties to be concluded, 
as willsettle peace -and tranquillity among our 
neighbours. -- : 

‘< If through the blessing of God -my endea- 
vours to this end-prove successful, I shall have 

‘the satisfaction to silence even those who will 
never own themselves convinced; and to let all 
~ the world see plainly, that what I have most at 
heart, is the good and welfare of my people, 
who may then be eased in their taxes, and en- 
riched by their Trade. 
‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘‘ T must return you my particular thanks for 
the Supplies you have so cheerfully granted, 
and for the late instance of your confidence in 
me. I promise you, that my endeavours shall 
not be wanting.to make use of both to the best 
advantage for the good of my people. 

. My Lords and Gentlemen ; . 

“‘ The practices which are daily used~by. 
most restless and unhappy set of men, to disturb 
a government by whose clemency they are pro- 
tected, require our utmost attention and vigi- 
lance. Imust therefore recommend it to you, 
that in your several stations and cbuntries, you 
will endeavour to quell thag spirit of disaffec- 
tion, which our common enemies are so indus- 

_ trious to foment.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the, 


Parliament. to the 20th of May ;* after which 
it was farther prorogued to the 11th of No- 
vember. -_ 


FOURTH SESSION or tHe FIFTH-PAR- 
LIAMENT or GREAT BRITAIN. 

_ The King’s Speech. on Opening the Session. | 

November 11. This day the King came to 

the House of Peers, and the Commons attend- 


' ing, his majesty delivered the following Speech 
into the hands of the Lord Chancellor, 


* << About this time there were some changes 
in the Ministry. Sir Edward Northey was re- 
moved, and Mr. Lechmere was made Attorney 
Generalin his room. The earl :ofSunderland 
was made Presitient.of the Council and first 
Commissioner ofthe Treasury.. The other com- 
missioners were Aislabie, Wallop, Baillie, and 
Clayton. 
(who and lord Cadogan were soon after created 
earls) were appointed secretaries of state. The 
earl of Berkley was placed. at the head of the 
Admiralty, with sir George Byng, sir John Jen- 
nings, Mr. Cockburne, Mr. Chetwynd, sir John 
Norris, aod sir Charles Wager. The earl of 
Holderness was made first commissioner of the 
Board of Trade. In April, the Lord Chancellor 
Cowper (who had been made an earl) resigned 
the great seal, and went immediately into the 
country. Though it had been. reported some 
months that he desired. to retire, yet his resign- 
ing his employment at. that. juncture, was a 
great.surprize to the public, and no small grief 
to all unprejndiced:persons, The jadges Tracy, 


Mr. Craggs and the lord Stanhope. 


(Parker *) who read the same to both Houses - 


“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen ; : 
“ Since your last recess, I have, by the bless- 


‘| ing of Almighty God, concluded such terms 


and conditions of peace and alliance between.’ 
the greatest princes of Europe, as will, in all 
human appearance, induce others to follow 


their example, and make any attempts to dis- 


turb the public tranquillity not only dangerous 
but impracticable. . 

“< These engagements, I am persuaded,’ will 
be so much the more agreeable to. all my good 
subjects, as they bind the contracting powers 
to support the Succession to these kingdoms in 
my family, to which some were not at all, and 
others not so fully bound by any former treaties. 

‘¢ During the whole course of these negocia-_ 


Prat, and Mountague, were made commission- « 
ers of the greatseal ; but, about a month after, 

the lord Parker 
Tindal. 


* «< Phomas: Parker was born in 1667, and 
if not a native was long a resident at Derby, 
where he followed: the profession of an at- 
torney. Abilities and interest procured him 
practice, that practice brought money, and 
money consequence. These united introduced 


‘him into the office of Recorder, which opened a 


wider field for his talents. He soon became a 
pleader at the bar, travelled the midland -cir- 


cuit, acquired additional estimation, was de- . 


nominated the ‘silver-tongued counsel,’ and 
found interest enough in 1705, to cause himself 
to be returned a member for the borough of 
Derby with lord James Cavendish. Having 
now ascended inte a political atmosphere, 
where his talents beamed with more diffusive 
brightness, he made rapid advances towards 
preferment. He was knighted in 1705, and ap- 
pointed queen’s serjeant. The Commons, sen- 
sible of his powers, chose him one of their ma- 
nagers in the trial of Dr. Sacheverell, which he 
conducted with great ability. In 1710, he was 
made Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench; 
and refused the Chancellor’s seals because his 
sentiments did not coincide with those of! the 
Harleian ministry, He was created’ baron 
Parker in 1716, viscount Parker of Ewelme, 
in 1718, and then accepted: the Seals, In 
1721, be was further created earl of Maccles- 
field, and continued Lord Chancellor till 1725, 
when he was accused of selling places in 
Chancery, brought to trial, and fined 30,0002, 


The king called for the council book, and © 


with a sigh dashed out his name. Unhappily 
for his lordship, party rage ran high, and a 
brand was fixed upon his name which never - 
wore ont. It must be presumed, however, that 


the charges were fully proved, as out of 93 peers — 


who gave judgment, there was not one who 
pronounced ‘ Not Guilty’. He retired during 
the last eight years of his life to Derby, where 
he resigned his earthly existence, April 28, 


-1732.” Orford’s Royal and Noble Authors. 


Park’s edit. vol. 4, p. 145, 


was. made High-Chancellor,” 
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tions, a most strict regard has been had to the. 


interests of Spain; and better conditions have 
‘been stipulated for that king, than were insisted 
upon in his behalf even at the Treaty of 
Utrecht; bet the war in Hungary, which by 
our mediation is since happily ended, having 
tempted the court of Spain unjustly to attack 
the emperor, and the hopes they have since 
conceived of raising disturbances in Great Bri- 
tain, France, and elsewhere, having encouraged 
them to believe, that we should nut be able to 
act in pursuance of our Treaties, for the defence 
of the dominions invaded by them, nor even 
to support those other essential and necessary 
conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht, which pro- 
vide against the great monarchies of Europe 


being at anytime hereafter united under one 


‘ sovereign, they have not only persisted in such 
a notorious violation of the public peace and 
tranquillity, but have rejected all. our amicable 
proposals, and have broke through their most 
solemn engagements for the security of our 
commerce, ; 

‘¢To vindicate therefore the faith of our 
former Treaties, as well as to maintain those 
which we lately made, and to protect and de- 
fend the trade of my subjects, which has in 

_every branch been violently and unjustly op- 
pressed, it became necessary for our naval 
‘forces to check their progress.. It was reuson- 
able to hope, that the success of our arms, the 
repeated offers.of frieadship, which I have 
never ceased to make in the most pressing 
manner, and the measures taken in concert 
with the Emperor and the most Christian king, 
to restore the public tranquillity, would have 


produced a better disposition in the court of. 


Spain; but I have received informations, that 
instead of listening to our reasonable terms of 
accummodation, that court has lately giveo 
orders at all the ports of Spain and of the West 
Indies, to fit out privateers, and to take our 
ships. a 
“< T am -persuaded that a British parliament 
‘will enable me to resent such treatment, as 
becomes us: and itis with pleasure that I can 
assure you of the ready and friendly resolu- 
_ tions of our good brother the Regent of France, 
to concur and join with me in the most vigor- 
ous measures, : 
‘¢ The firm confidence I repose in the affec- 
tion of my people, together with my earnest 
_desire to ease them of every charge not 
absolutely necessary,. determined me, imme- 
diately after the exchange of the ratifications 
of our great alliance, to make a very consider- 
able reduction of our land-forces ; nor could I 


better express, than by so doing, how little we 


apprehend the attempts of our enemies tp dis- 
turb the peace of my kingdoms, even though 
Spain should think fit to continue some time 
in war, Qur naval force imployed in concert 
with our allies, will, I trust in God, soon put a 
happy end to the troubles which the ambitious 
views of that court have begun, and secure to 
my subjects the execution of the many treaties 
in force relating to our commerce. 


' 


PY . 


-in the pursuit of those 


‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

‘I must desire you to grayt me such Sup- 
plies, as will enable me to carry on the service’ 
of the year. I have given arders to have the 
proper Estimates laid before you, whereby you 
will perceive I have reduced the ex pence as much 
our circumstances can well admit. I have the 
pleasure toobserve to you that the funds appro- 
priated for sinking the public debts, have an- 
swered above expectation. I must however 
recommend to you to consitler of proper me- 
thods for improving them, by preventing the: 
Frauds and Abuses daily committed in the 
public Revenues, not doubting in all your pro- 
ceedings you will have that regard to the in- 
violable preservation of the public credit, which 
may quiet the minds of all those that have 
trusted to parliamentary engagements, 

‘‘ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“ There never was atime when your unani- 
mity, your vigour, and dispatch, were more ne- 
céssary to so many good ends, as those we have ' 
now inview. I-have done my part. It re- 
mains with you to give the last finishing to this 
great work. Our friends and our enemies, 
both at home and abroad, are waiting the event 
of your resolutions: and I dare promise my- 
self that the first have nothing to apprehend, 
nor the others to hope, from your conduct in | 
this important juncture, who have, during the 
whole course of my reign, given such, Jively 
proofs of your zeal and affection to my person, 
aod of your loveto yourcountry.” — 


Debate in the Lords on the Address of 
Thanks.] The King being withdrawn, and the 
Commons returned to their House, the lord 
Carteret moved for an Address of Thanks to 
his majesty, for his care in preserving the pub-~ 
lic peace, and the balance of power in Europe; __ 
for the considerable reduction of the land- 
forces; and for having obtained so great and 
farther securities of the} Succession to these 
kingdoms in his royal family; as also to con- 
gratulate the seasonable success of his ma- 
Jesty’s naval forces; and to assure him, that 
the House would support him in the pursuit of 
those prudent and necessary measures he had 
taken to secure the trades and quiet of these 
kingdoms, and the tranquillity of Europe. He 
was seconded by the lord Tenham, but several 
lords excepted against the congratulating his 
majesty upon the seasonable success of his 
Naval Forces, and the promising to support him 
: rudent and necessary 
measures he had taken, because it was, 10 ef- 
fect, to approve a sea-fight which might be at- 
tended with dangerous consequences, and give 
the sanction of that august assembly to mea- 
sures, which, upon examination, might appear 
either to clash with the laws of nations, and 
foriner treaties, or to be prejudicial to the trade 
of Great Britain; that according to the con- - 
stant usage of that House, they ought to pro- 
ceed with the utmost caution and maturest de- 
liberation in an affair, wherein the honour, and 


| interest of the nation were so highly concerned. 


: 
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Lord Strafford insisted, That before they 
approved the sea-fight, they ought to be satis- 
fied whether the same happened before or after 
the signing of the Quadruple Alliance, and 
therefore moved for an Address that sir George 
Byng’s instructions might be laid before the 
House. To this it was answered by 
_ Lord Stanhope, That there was no manner of 
occasiun fur sueh an Address, since, by his ma- 
Jesty’s command, he had already laid before 
the House the Treaties of which the late Sea- 
Fight was a consequence, and in particular 
the treaty for a defensive Alliance between the 
emperor and his majesty, mace at Westminster 
the 25th of May, 1716; and the treaty of al- 
liancd for restoring and settling the public 
peace, signed at London the 22d of July, O.S. 
After this his lordship a¢counied at large, tor 
the justice and equity of those Treaties, which 
were mainly calculated to preserve, restore and 
settle the peace of Europe, by rendering the 
treaty of Utrecht effectual, particularly in pre- 
venting the union of thetwo great monarchies 
of France and Spain, under one sovereiyn, and 
in securing the succession of these kingdoms in 
bis majesty’s royal family. At thesame time, 
his lordship shewed how the court of Spain had 
violated the treaty ef Utrecht, and acted 
against the public faith in attacking the empe- 
ror’s dominions, while he was engaged in a war 
against the enenues of Christendom, and in 
what manner they had rejected his majesty’s 
friendly offices, and repeated offers of. mediat- 
ing an accommodation between the emperor 
and his catholic majesty. To which purpose 
- his lordship gave the House an account of his 
late journey to, and negociations in, Spain. He 
added, That it was high time for Great Britain 
to check the growth of the naval power of 
_ Spain, in order to protect and secure the trade 
of the. British subjects, which had been vio- 
Jently oppressed by the Spaniards ; to which 


purpose several letters were read: concluding, 


that both with relation to sir George Byng’s 
Znstructions, and in all other respects, in this 
whole affair, his majesty had acted by the ad 
‘vice of his privy council; that he was one of 
that number; and he thought it an honour to 
ave advised his majesty to these measures, be- 
cause he was persuaded they intirely agreed 
with the honour and interest of his country ; 
‘that he doubted not, but, upon the strictest ex- 
amination, these measures would be approved 
‘of by all true Englishmen; and that he was 
ready to answer for them with his head. 

This speech delivered with becoming vehe- 
‘mence, made a great impression on the whole 


assembly, and though several peers still urged, 


that the making war before the declaring of it, 
was a manifest violation of the law of nations; 
and others raised less material objections ; yet 
the question being put upon the lord Carte: et’s 
motion, the same was carried in the affirmative 
by 83 voices against 50. The Speakers tor the 
' Address were the lords Carteret acd Tenham, 
and the earls of Sunderland and Stanhope ; 
and on the other side, the dukes ef Bucking- 


“Vou, VIEL 


ham, Devonshire, and Argyle, the earls of Not- 
tingham, Cowper, Oxford, and Ilay, the lords. 
North and and Grey, and Harcourt. 


The Lozds’ Address of Thanks.| Nov. 13. . 
The Lords preseuted their Address to his Mas 
Jesty, as follows : : | 

‘© Most Gracious Sovereign, | 

“« We, your inajesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, du return your majesty 
our humble thanks tor your most yracious speech 
from the throne : and desire to express to your 
majesty the true sensethis House has of your care 
in preserving the public. peace, and the just ba- 
lance of power, in Europe; and of the tender re= 
gard which your majesty has shewn for the trade 
of your subjects. The considerable reduction of 
the Land Forces which your majesty has made 
at this time, must fully satisfy all your subjects, 
that you will never desire the continuance of 
more troops than what are absolutely neces~ 
sary fur their, safety. In a most particular 
manner we thank your majesty, for having ob- 
tained such great and further securities of the 
Succession to these kingdoms in your royal fa- — 
mily, as will, under the biessing of God, per 
petuate the Protestgnt Succession undisturbed. 
We wost heartily congratulate your majesty 
upon the seasonable success.of your naval 
Forces ; and beg leave to assure your majesty 
that this House will, to ‘the utmost of their 
power, stand by, and support your majesty, in 
the vigorous pursuit of those prudent and né- 
cessary measures your majesty has taken, to 
secure the trade and quiet of these kingdoms, 
and the tranquillity of Europe.” nad is 

The King’s Answer.] His Majesty returned | 
this answer :— ae 

“¢ My Lords; 

“Tthank you for this Address, so full of 
duty to me, and affection to yourcouniry. I 
cannot doubt but my endeavours, for the hap+ 
piness of my people and the tranquillity of 
Europe, will attain the ends proposed, when 
the enemies to both shall see me supported. 
therein by this House with so much warmth 
and zeal.” : 


'- Debate in the Commons on the Address of 
Thanks.]| The Commons being returned to 
their House, Mr. Craggs, by his majesty’s come 
mand, presented to the House copies, in Latin, 
of several Treaties, with a List of them; and- 
the title of the copies of the said Treaties were. 
‘read, and then the lord Hinchingbroke moved, 
“¢ That an humble Address be presented to his 
majesty, returning the thanks of the House for 
his most gracious Speech from the throne, and 
for the many and great instances which he has 
therein given to his people, of his constant en- 
deavours for their security and welfare ; That 
the House has intire satistaction in those mea- 
sures which his majesty has already taken for 
strengthening the Protestant Succession, and 
establishing a lasting tranquillity in Europe ; 
and particularly in relation to the crown of- 
Spain . and is resvlved to enable his majesty, 
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in concurrence with his allies, not only to re- 
Seiitthe injuries that crown has already done 
to the commerce of these kingdoms, in breach 
of the treaties subsisting between the two na- 
tions, but will likewise support him, in the most. 
vigorous and effectual manner, in such farther 
measures as his majesty shall judge necessary 
to complcte the public tranquility, and to 
check the growth of that naval power, which 
roust otherwise prove dangerous to the trade of 
these kingdoms, and to the repose of Europe.” 

The lord Hinchingbroke was backed by the 
Jord Tyrconnel, sir David Dalrymple, Mr. 
Lechmere, Mr. Craggs, Mr. John Smith, sir 
Gilbert Heathcote, sir Wilfred Lawson, Mr. 
Hampden, Mr. Aislabie, Mr. Boscawen, and 
colonel Bladen ; but the motion being opposed 
by Mr. Freeman, Mr. Heysham, Mr. Wulpole, 
Mr. Snell, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Herne, sir Jo- 
seph Jekyll, Mr.Cow per, sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. Shippen, lord Molesworth, and general 
Ross, a warm debate ensued. 7 

The Country Party strenuously objected 
egainst the words, ‘ entire satisfaction in those 
“measures which his majesty had already 
‘taken.’ In order therefore to have these 
words left out of the Address, it was alledged 
‘ an the first place, That it was unparliamentary 
and unprecedented, on the first day of a ses- 
sion to enter upon particulars: That the bu- 
Siness in question being of the highest import- 
ance, viz. peace or war, deserved the maturest 
deliberation: That before they approved of the 
ineasures that had been taken, they ought to 
examine the Treaties, and the reasons on 
which those measures were founded, which 
must needs take up some time ; and therefore 
they ought, for the present, according to the 
‘ywsual custom, to content themselves with re- 
turning his majesty their thanks for his Speech, 
with general assurances of their zeal and affec- 
tion for his majesty’s person and government, 
‘and then appoint a day to take the said Speech 
into consideration, | > 

To this the Courtiers answered, that thaugh 
all applications from the House to the thrune 
differed according to the various circumstances 
of affairs, yct- there. were not wanting pre- 
cedents to support the expressions excepted 
against, of which some instances were pro- 
duced; That the meagures that had been 
taken, were grounded on Treaties that had 
‘ ‘been laid before them, and which might be ex- 
amined into as soon as the House thought fit; 
but that it was necessary, at this critical, junc- 
ture, when the eyes of all Europe were fixed 
on this parliament, early to come to a vigorous 
resolution, which would not fail baving its due 
weight abroad. This was warmly opposed by 
. Mr. R. Walpole, who urged, That it was 
against the common rules of prudence, and 
the methods of proceeding in that House, to 
approve a thing before they .knew what it was. 
That he was thoroughly convinced of, and as 
ready as.any person in that assembly, to ac- 
knowledge his majesty’s great care fur the ge- 
Neral peace of Europe, and the intercst of 


Great Britain; but that the giving sanction, ih the 
| manner proposed, to the late measurés, could 
have no other view, than to screen ministers, 
who were conscious of having done something 
amiss, and, who having begun a war agdinst 
Spain, would now make it the parlament’s 
war: concluding, that instead of an entire sd- 
tisfaction, they ought to shew their entire dis- 
satistaction with a conduct that was contrary 
to the laws of nations, and a breach of solema: 
treaties. Upon this ; 

Mr. Cruggs gave the House an account of 
the measures which the king and his ministers 
had pursued for restoring and securing the tran 
quillity of Europe, and said, That upon that 
view a Treaty of defensive alliance between his 
majesty and the emperor had been signed in 
May 1716, and by that very gentleman, then in 
a high station, who now excepted against thesé 
measures: That, at the same time, his majesty 
sincerely desired and endeavoured to maintain 
@ perfect friendship with the king of Spain, and 
had even proposed a defensive alliance to him, 
before he made one with any other power: 
That notwithstanding the engagements his ma- 
jesty was under, to guaranty the neutrality of 
Italy, and to defend the emperor in the posses~ 
sion of his dominions, which, upon the invasion 
of Sardinia, might have justified his majesty’s 
assisting his imperial majesty against Spain; yet 
the king chese rather to act as a friendly media- 
tor, and, in concert with the regent of France, 
endeavoured to find out means of reconciling 
the interests of the emperor and of the king of 
Spain, -as the only way to put a stop to the 
war that threatened Italy, afd in which all 
Europe might be involved: that the Catholic 
king was often solicited by the British ministers. 
at Madrit, to concur with hig majesty’s good 
intentions, and to give such instructions to the 
Spanish minister here, as would put it in his 
majesty’s power to stand up for the interest and 
advantages of Spain in the ensuing negotiations: 
that the Catholic king having declined to cons 
cert measures with Great Britain, and’ de- 
manding, in general, satisfaction forthe breaches 
he pretended the emperor had made upon the 
Treaty of Utrecht, the balance of power in 
Europe, and the security and liberty of the 
princes and states of Italy, all that his mayesty, 
with the regent’s assistance, could do, was to 
obtain of the emperor such conditions as were 
thought most agreeable to his catholic majesty $ 
to wit, an absolute renunciation of the mo- 
narchy of Spain and the Indies, and a very coti- 
siderable settlement iff Italy for a prince of 
Spain, particularly the great duchy of ‘Tuscany : 
‘that as the emperor's pretensions to Sicily were 
the principal reasons of his opposing the Treaty 
of Utrecht, from which he could not afterwards 
be brought off by the Treaty of Baden, it bee 
caine necessary, towards an accommodation, to 
dispose of that island in favour of bis imperial 
majesty, of whom, upon that consideration, his 
majesty ‘and the regent of France obtained the 
disposition of Sardinia in favour of the king of 
Sicily; that these were the principal Articles of 
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the Treaty of Alliance, for restoring and settling | 


the public peace, commonly called the Qua- 
druple Alliance, which was along while depend- 
Ing, and at last signed here, on the 22d of July, 
1718: that in order to’ supyort the views of this 
Treaty, and to add weight to the endeavours for 
restoring the tranquillity of Europe, his majesty 
acquainted the Commons, towards the end of 
the last session of parliament, that he intended 
to employ a naval force when it should be ne- 
cessay; whereupon this House ynanimously 
resolved to return hig majesty their Thanks for 
bis unwearied endeavours to promote the wel- 
fare of his kingdoms, and to preserve the tran- 
quility of Europe; and to assure bis majesty, 
that they would make good such exceedings of 
men for the sea service for the year 1718, as his 
qajesty, in his royal wisdom, should find neces- 
gary to obtain those desirable ends: That this 
ynanimous Resolution undoubtedly implied an 
entire satisfaction in the measures his majesty 
as at that time concerting for preserving the 
tranquillity of Europe; and if an action has 
since happened ja consequence of those mea- 
sures, this cannot, with any jystice, be called the 
War of the Ministers, but rather the War of the 
Parliament: that, however, jt was not with de- 
sign of making war, but only of restoring peace, 
that his majesty sent a strong squadron into the 
Mediterrasean : that, pursuant to this view, as 
soon as sir George Byng reached the coast of 
Spain, he wrote a letter to that king, desiring 
hima to accept his majesty’s mediation, and to 


desist from the hostilities already begun; offer- ! 


ing him his service, either to withdraw his 
troops, or even to assist him, in dase the em- 
peror shoyld not ‘consent to a suspension of. 
arms; which the admiral proposed while an ac-' 
_ commodation should be negociated: that the: 
Spaniard, having with havghtiness rejected hjs: 
majesty’ repeated amicable proposals, and nat’ 
only persisted in the violation of the public 
peace, by the invasion of Sicily, but likewise. 
trcke through most solemn treaties for the se- 
curity of our Trade, it became necessa ; 
majesty’s naval forces to check these insolent 
and violent proceedings, as well to neaintain the 
faith of his majesty’s engagements, and prevent 
_ the consequences of this war, as to protect and 
‘defend the trade of the British subjects, which la- 
pours under the heaviest hardships and difficul- 
gies.—To confirm this last assertion, 
_ Col. Bladen produced a list of many mer- 
ghant ships, taken or detained by the Spaniards. 
Mr. R. Walpole having made solemn profes- 
sions of his duty and affection to the king, and of 
his readiness to acknowledge his majesty’s royal 
gare and constant endeavours for the security 
and welfare of his people, and the tranquillity of 
_ Europe; but distinguishing hetween his majesty 
and his ministers, and shewing an unwillingness 
to approve the measures pursued by the latter, 
untill the treaties ou which those measures were 
founded, had been fully and maturely exa- 
-woined : . Moe at cae tes 
_ Mr. Creggs readily admitted of the distinc- 
tion between the king and his ministers, adding, 


8 i 


for bis | 


That he observed with a great deal of pleasure, 
how unanimous they were all for the king, and- 
that he should be extremely sorry if the minis- 
ters should be the occasion of any delay in the: 
Haquse’s expressing their duty and affection to 
his majesty; that he owned ministers were not 
infallible; that he had the honour to be one of 
his majesty’s servants, and had gone as great 


- lengths as any in the measures that had been 


taken : but that he was so positive, that in the 
course of this whole affair nothing had been 
done that was not entircly consistent with the 
faith of treaties, and the honour and interest of . 
the nation, that he durst promise, both’for him 
self and the rest of the mimisters, that if the 
House came into this vote, which he thought of 
the highest importance at this critical juncture, 
no manner of advantage would be taken of it to 
palliate any faylts, which, through human frailty, 
might have been committed; and that for his: 
own part he was ready to undergo the severest 
examination, whenever the House should think 
fit to enquire into the conduct of the ministry. - 
‘Upon the whole matter, the question being 
at last put, upon the lord Einchingbroke’s mo- 
tion, it was carried in the affirmative by 216 


‘votes against 155. 


The Commons’ Address of Tkanks.| Nov. 12, 
The lord Hinchingbroke reported the Address, 
which on the 13th was presented to his mae 


jesty, as follows: | . 


_ & May it please your Majesty ; é 

“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loya} 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in par- 
iament assembled, do return our most_sincerg 
and unfeigned thanks to your sacred majesty 
for your most gracious Speech from the throne 
and for the many and great instances, whic 
you have been graciously pleased therein to 
give your people, of your constant endeavours 
for their security and welfare. 

“ Te is with the greatest pleasure that we 
haye this oppurtunity to assure your majesty, 
that we have entire satisfaction in those mea- 
sures which you have already taken, fur strength- 
ening the Protestant Succession to the crown of 
these realms in your own family, and for estab= 
lishing a jasting tranquillity in Europe, and par- 
ticularly in relation to the crown of Spain; and ~ 
we are resolved on our parts, to the utmost of 
our power, to enable your majesty, in concur 
rence with your allies, not only to resent the 
injuries which that crown has already done to. 
the commerce of these kingdoms, in breach of 
the Treaties subsisting between the tw» nations, 
but will likewise support your majesty in the 
most vigorous and etlectual muiner, in such 
farther measures as in your great wisiiom you 
shall judge necessary to complete the publie 
tranquillity, and to check the growth of that 
naval power, which must otherwise prove dan- 
gerous to the trade of these kingdoms, aud the 
repose of Europe. , 

“ We should be wanting in our duty to your 
majesty, if we did not express, in the most af- 
fectionate manner, the great sense we have of 
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that instance of your tender concern for the 
ease of your people, in the farther reduction. 
which you have made of your Land Forces ; 
which must be accepted by all your good sub- 
jects, as the strongest proof of your wisdom and 
goodness, in | 

‘© We crave leave to concur with your sacred 
majesty, that rcgard must always be had to the 
inviolable preservation of the public credit, for 
the quiet and just security of all thosa who have 
trusted to parliamentary engagements, . 
— © And do farther assure your majesty, That 
we wiil by our conduct in this important junc- 
ture, give your majesty and the whole world all 
imaginable proofs of our zeal and inviolable 
duty and affection to your person and govern- 
ment, and of our love to our country.” 


The King’s Answer.] His Majesty’s Answer 
was as fullows: . . 
“ Gentlemen, 3 
“T am extremely sensible of the duty and af- 
fection you express.to my person: your vigour 
and resolution to support me wi!l encourage our 
friends, and, by the blessing of God, enable me 
to defeat the ill-grounded nopes of our enemies: 
as I am persuaded the necessity and usefulness 
of your proceedings will be approved by the 
évent, Ido réturn you my very hearty thanks 


_, for.this loyal Address.” : 


— 198. 


° 


A Supply granted.} Nov.19. The Com- 
qmons pursuant to their Address immediately 
voted a Supply. They allowed for the sea ser- 
vice 13,500 sailors at 4/. a month each, a- 
mounting to 702.000/. Twelve thousand four 
hundred thirty-five men were voted for the land 
service, whose pay amounted to 526,964/. 11s. 
8d. These sums, with what was voted for making 
good deficiencies, for the ordinary of the navy, 
and other things, amounted in all to 2,257,581. 
This supply was raised by a land tax, of 
3s. in the pound, the malt-tax and a lottery for 
500,000/. The bills for the land and malt-tax 
were, presentéd, and both passed in one day, a 
dispatch not to be paralleled in any parliament 
since the Revolution. | 


Debate in the Lords on the Bilt for strength- 
ening the Protestant Interest.| december 13. 
After the Lords bad passed a bill ‘ For quiet- 
ing and establishing Corporations,’ 

The Lord Stanhope stood up and said, That, 
an his opinion, a thing of greater importance, 
and becoming the wisdom of that august as- 
sembly; yet remained to be done, in order to 
settle the minds, and unite the hearts and af- 
fections of the well. affected to the present 
ha» py establishment; and that for that pur- 
pose, be had abill to.otfer to the House, inti- 
tled, ‘ An Act for strengthening the Protestant 
interest in these kingdoms*,’ which he de- 


* &The king, judging by the disposition of : 


the parliament, that it would be a proper time 
to execute a design, he had long been medi- 
tating, resolving to attempt it this session.: 
d.ver since his accession to the throng he bad 
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sired might be read, It being the privilege of 
every peer to bring in such a Bill as he thinks 
proper, without the previous leave of the 
House, the said bill was read, importing a re- 
peal of part of the Act of the 10th year of her 
late majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for 
‘ preserving the Provestant Religion, by better 
‘ securing the Church of England, and ayainst 
‘ Occasional Conformity :’ as also of the act of | 
the 12th of her late majesty’s reign, ‘ To pre- 
‘vent the Growth of Schism; and of some 
“clauses in the Test and Corporation acts.’ 
The lord Stanhope having moved, That it 
might be read a second time, the same utca- 
sioned a long debate: wherein the lord Stan- | 
hope endeavoured to shéw the equity, reason- 
ableness, and advantage of restoring Dissenters 
to their natural rights, and of easing them of 
the stigmatizing and oppressive laws, made 
against them in turbulent times, and obtained 
by indirect methods, fur no other reason than 
because they ever shewed their zealous and 
firm adherence to the Revoiution and Pro- 
testant Succession ; urging, That this desirable 
union of all true Protestants, as it would cer- 
tainly strengthen the Protestant interest, so 
would it rather be an advantage, than any 
prejudice to the church of England, by law 
established, which would still be the head of 


‘all the Protestant churches; and the arch- 


bishop ofCanterbury-become the patriarch of - 
all the protestant clergy. | 
Lord Stanhope was seconded by the earls of 


Stampford and Sunderland, and some other 


lords: but the dukes of Buckingham and, De- 


assured the church of England of his protec- 
tion, but at the same time declared for a just 
Toleration, by removing the odious distinctions 
between churchmen and non-conformists. In 
the former session he had plainly enough dis- 
covered his intention, but the prosecution of it 
was prevented. by the misunderstanding among 
the Whigs. The Dissenters, besides the Occa- 
sional and Schisin Bills, lay under the weight 
of the Sacramental Test. As they had been 
zealous asserters of the Protestant succession, — 
they expected to be relieved from these burdens 
as soon as that Succession took place. To that’ 
end consultations had been held the last year, 
but without any effect. The affair was now 
resumed, ‘and debated by the Dissenters in 
many meetings, in several parts of the king- 
dom. The majority. in these meetings were 


‘for a general repeal of the acts that they thought 


hardships upon them, or leaving matters as they — 
stood. But they were assured that the king- 
had pressed the affair to the utmost with the 
ministers, and that the lord Sunderland said, 
‘ It was impracticable, and to attempt a repeal: 
‘of the Test would ruio all.’ Upon this the 
Test was given up, after assurances that the 
Test-act should also be repealed in a more 
proper time. Earl Stanhope therefore was 
to. muve for a repeal of..the Occasional and 
Schism Acts passed in the latter end of the 
reign of queen Anne.” Tindal. 


\ 
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vonshire, the earls of Nottingham, Aylesford, 
Oxford, Cowper, and [lay, the lord viscount 
Townshend, and the lord North and Grey, en- 
deavoured to put off the second reading of the 
Bill to atong day. They alledged, That this 
Bill, instead of strengthening, would certainly 
weaken the church of England; by plucking 
off her best feathers, investing her enemies 
‘with power, and sharing with them civil and 
military employments, of which cburch-ineh 
only are now in possession. — : 
The Duke of Devonshire, in particular, sug- 
gested, That it was irregular to bring in a hill 
of so great consequence without previously ac- 
quainting the House; But it was readily an- 
swered by 
' Lord Stanhope, that his grace had forgot that 
about two years before he brought in himself, 
in the same manner, » bill of much greater 
consequence. * | 
- The Earlof Nottingham said upon this oc- 
casion, That the church of England is certainly 
the happiest church in the warld, since even 
the greatest contradictions contribute to her 


' support: For nothing could be more contra- 


dictory than a bill which is said to ‘be calcu- 
lated to strengthen the Protestant Interest, and 
the church of England, and which at the same 
time repeals two acts that were made for her 
further security. 

_ The Earl Cowper made also a long speech 
‘against some parts of the bill; and, among 
other things, said, That he had no manner of 
prejudice against the Dissenters, but rather a 
tender regard for them; that, as he had been 
bred in, so he had ever communicated with the 
Church of England, which he believed to be 
the best Protestant church, and the inost agree- 
able tothe primitive pattern of christianity; 
but that, however, if he had happened to be at 
Geneva, he would not have scrupled, to have 
communicated with the Protestants there. That 
he was for giving the Dissenters as much ease, 
‘as was consistent with the safety of the consti- 
tution in church and state, and would readily 
give his vote for the repealing of the Schism act; 


‘ but that be could not but oppose that part of 


the bill now laid before them, whereby part of 
the Test and: Corporation Acts were effec- 
tually repealed, with relation to Dissenters ; 
‘because he looked upon those acts as the main 
bulwark of ourexcellent constitution in church 
and state, and therefore would have them in- 
‘violably preserved anid untouched. | 
' The Earl of Ilay, upon this occasion, said, 
in substance; That every body knew he was 
educated in a different way freeu the church of 
England: but nevertheless, he could not but 
be against this bill, because, in his opinion, it 
broke the Pacta Conventa of the treaty of 
Union, by which the bounds, both of the church 
of England, and of the church of Scotland, 
“were fixed ‘and settled ; and that he was ap- 


"prehensive, that if the Articles of the Union 


* See the debate on the Septennial Bill, brought 
in by the duke ef Devonshire, p. 295. 
» 


were broke with respect to one church, it might 
afterwards be a precedent to break them with 
respect tothe other. Ae | 

The Lord North and Grey spoke also against 
the bill, and urgéd, That this wasan affair of 
so great importance, that it ought to be 
maturely considered, and debated in a full 
House; and a great many members being ab- 
sent, his lordship moved “ That the second read- 
ing might be put off for a month; and that 
the Lord Chancellor be ordered to write, cir- 
cular letters to summon all the lords to attend, . 
upon the severest penalty the House could in- 
flict.” , 

The Duke of Buckingham was of his lord 
ship’s opinion, as to the putting off the second 
reading toa long day; but thought it needless 
to give the Lord Chancellor, who had business 
enough upon his bands, the trouble of writing 
circular letters: and therefore his grace sug- 
gested, That every lord, then present, might 
write to his absent friends, to agquaint them 
with what was depending in the House ; and 
he was sore such letters would be more accep- 
table and effectual than a formal summons, 

Thecourt party being unwilling to let this 
affaincool, by adjourning it so Jong, the earl of 
Ilay proposed. “ That the second reading might 
only be put off till Thursday the 18th of De- 
cember,” which was agreed to without dividing. 

Accordingly,'upon that day, the bill was read_ 
a second time, anda motion made for com- 
mitting it to a cominittee of the whole House ; 
but this being opposed by the earl of Notting~ 
ham, and some other peers, : 

The Earl of Cholmondely suggested, that be- 
fore they proceeded any farther, in an affair 
wherein the Church was so nearly concerned, 
he thought it very proper to have, in the first 
place, the. opinion of that venerable bench, 
pointing to my lords the bishops. This being 
unanimously assented to, _ 

The Archbishop of Canterbury * stood up, 
and declared against the bill, for which his 
grace gave his reasons, importing in substance, 
That the acts which by this bill were to be re+ 
pealed, are the main bulwark and Supporters 
of the established church; that he had all 
imaginable tenderness for all the well-mean+ 
ing conscientious Dissenters; ,but he could | 
not forbear saying, that some amongst them 
made a wrong use of the favour and indulgence 
that was shewn them upon the Revolution, 
though they had the least share: in that happy 
event; and therefore it was thought necessary 
for the legislature to interpose, and puta stop 
to the scandalous practice of Occasional Con- 
formity, which was condemned by the soberest 
part of the Dissenters them elves. And as to 
the Act against Schism, though it may carry @ 
face of severity, yet it seemed needless to make 
a law to repeal it, since no advantage bad been 
taken of it, against the‘dissenters, ever since 
it was made. | | 


* Dr. William Wake. For a short, Account 


{of him, see vol. 6, p. 860. - 


~ » 


S71} 
The Archbishop of York* spoke on the same 
pide, and said, That the arguments used the 
other day for this bill, had no more weight with 
him, than they had with his brother of Canter- 
bury. His grace urged, in particular, the dan- 
ger of trusting the Disseaters, the open and 
avowed enemies of the church, with power and 
authority; and endeavoured to account for the 
acts against Occasional Conformity and Schism, 
by saying, they were only for self-defence and 
self-preservation, and not for persecution; 
adding, that Dissenters were never to be gained 
by indulgence. To that purpase, be quoted a 
passage out of a treatise, intitled, “ A Persua- 
give to Lay Conformity,” written by a prelate, 
who, it was insinuated, bad, since the writing of 
that book, embraced and maintained other 
principles. His grace also took this opportu- 
nity to clear the clergy of the Established 
Church, from the aspersion of disaffection to 
the present happy settlement, by iustancing 
two divines, who, durifg the late unnatural re- 
bellion, had given signal proofs of their loyalty 
and zeal for bis majesty’s person and govern- 

ament. , 

The‘ Bishop of Bangor, ¢ who spoke next, 


ea ere a ie a ne ye ener 

* Sir William Dawes. ‘* He was born at 
Lyons near Braintree, Essex, 12th September 
1671. From Merchant-Taylor’s school he 
went ig St. Jolin’s College, Oxford; but about 
two years after, in consequence of the death of 
his two elder brothers, and his inheriting the 
estates of bis father, sir John Dawes, bart. he 
removed to Cambridge, as nobleman of Ca- 
tharine Hall. Soon after taking his degree of 
M. A. he married Frances daughter of sir Tho- 
mas Darcy, and at the proper age entered into 
orders, and in 1696, after being made D. D. by 
royal mandate, he was elected master of his 
College. King William, who was pleased with 
one of his sermons, gave him.a prebend of Wor- 


cester, and he was afterwards made rector and 


_dean of Bocking, Essex, in every situation re- 
commending himself to the good opinion of his 
neighbours, by his affable, benevolent, and 
charttable conduct. Ontheaccession of Queen 
Anne, he was made one of the royal chaplains ; 
but a sermon which he preached offended sume 
of his ministeys, and the see of Lincoln intended 
for him, was conferred on Wake, 1g05. Two 


years after, however, the Queen named him for’ 


the see of Chester, and in 1714 he was trans- 
Jated to York. He died, 30th April 1724.” 
Lempriere. 

+ Dr. Benjamin Hoadly. ‘ He was born 
Nov. 14, 1676, at Westerham, in Kent. His 
father was for some time master of Norwich 
Grammar school. Young Hoadly entered at 
Catharine-Hall, Cambridge, 1692, and became 
afterwards a fellow of the society. In 1706, 
he began his literary career by an attack on 
Atterbury’s sermon on Dr. Bennett’s funeral, 
and two years after he attacked another ser- 
mon of the same author, on the Power of Cha- 
zity to cover sia. His Measures of Obedience, 
on the doctrine of mqn-resistance, 30 pleased 
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- voured to prove, that ft 


Es7? 
answered the archbishap of York, particularly 
with relation to the passage quoted out of one 
of his Treatises. He said, He was so far from 
having altered his principles, that both before 
and aftér he haa been promoted to the statiag 
be held in the church, he had endeavoured to 
bring over the Dissenters ; but that he ever was of 
opinion, that gentle means are the most effecs 
tual for that purpose. After this he endea- - 
youred to shew at large the unreasonableness 
and ill policy of imposing religious tests, as 4 
qualification far civil or military empleyments, 
which abridges men of their natural rights, de- 
prives the state of the service of many of its 


_best subjects, and exposes the most sacred in- 


stitutions and ordinances to be abused by pro- 
phane and irreligious pene He also endea- 

e Occasional and Schism 
Acts, were, in effect, persecyting laws; and 
that by admitting the principle of self-defence 
and self- preservation in matters of religion, all 
the persecutions of the Heathens against the 
Christians, and even the popish inquisition, 
may be justified. As to the power of which 
some clergymen appeared so fond ‘and s0 jea- 
lous, he owned, that the desire of power and 
riches is natural to all men; but that be had 
learned both from reason and the “gospel, thag 
this desire must keep within due hounds, and 


the Commons in 1709, * that they petitioned 
the queen to reward his services in the cause of 
civil and religious liberty, by some honorar 
preferment. He was, however, neglected: 
though made rector of Streatham, Surrey, by 
Mrs. Howland, till the reign of George the 
First, wheu he was in 1715 raised to the see of 
Bangor. Party disputes, however, and the fear: 
of his personal enemies, detained him in the 
metropolis, so that he never visited hy 
bishopric. At this time bis sermon on the 
words, ‘ My kingdom is not of this world,’ pra- 
duced a violent dispute for many years, known 
by the name of the Bangorian Controversy, 
which, though at first attacked the temporal 
power only of the clergy, soon gxtended to the 
rights of princes. In this controversy he had 
for opponents, Dr. Snape, and the still more 
fornudable William Law, who in some paints 
triumphed in the general opinion over him. 
From Bangor he was trauslated to Hereford, 
and afterwards to Salisbury, and lastly to Win- 
chester, where he continued 26 years. He djed 
17th April 1761, aged 85, and was buried jn 
Winchester Cathedral, wherea neat monument, 
with a-Latin inscription, written by himself, 
recards the events of his life. As a writer he 
possesged great abilities ; he was a keen dispy- 
tant, but his style war inelegant, and bis pe- 
riods, as Pope obserwes, ‘ were of a mile.’ His 
writings, which gre numerous, are enumerated 
in the Biographia Britannica, en the authority 
of his son. They bave appeared im ¢ vals. folio. 
Akenpside, among ather poets, has paid a hang> 
some tribute to his.memory.” Lempriere, — 


# See vol. 6, p. BO. 
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The Earl of Nottingham, who was hinted at 


yiot intrench upon the rights afid liberties of our 
fellow-creatures and cotntrymen. i 
The Bishop of Bristol, * who spoke next, on 
the opposite side, chietty urged, That the late 
king William having recommended to both 
Houses from the throne, that they would leave 
room for the admission of all Protestants that 
were willing and able to serve ; and a tlause hav- 
#rg thereupon been offered to be inserted in a bill, 
depending in the Lords’ House, to take alway the 
Hecessity of receiving the Sacrament, to make 
& man capable of enjoying any office, employ- 
ment, or place of trust; the said clause was 
rejected by a great majority, as well as another 
clause (offered also to be inserted m the said 
bill) to prevent the receiving the Sacrainent of 
the Lord’s Supper upon any other aceount, than 
tn obedience to the holy institution thereof: 
adding, that soon after, the Lords addressed to 
king William, That be would maintain the 
é€hurch of England as by law established; all 
-which his lordship applied to the present case, 
and sovoted against the bill, He was answered 


| 

"The Bishop of Gloucester-+, who among other 
things, endeavoured to wipe off the imputation 
of hypocrisy cast onthe Dissenters. He was 
backed by 

The Bishop of Lincoln,{ who. made an his- 
torical deduction of the business in question, 
tnd artfully commended the zeal of a noble 
earl, when secretary of state, in promoting a 
€omprehension, according to king William's de- 
Zire. He also took notice, that religion was 
ever used, by crafty men, as a blind and pre- 
tence to carry on political designs; and he re- 
membered in particular, in the late reign, that 
while our arms were victorious abroad, the 
church wasin danger at home; but no sooner 
was a stop put to that glorious war, than the 
church was in a flourishing condition. The 
Bishop of Lincoln having done speaking, | 


‘* Dr. George Smalridge. ‘‘ He was born 
of a guod family at Litchfield, 1666, and eda- 
cated at Westminster School. In 1682 he was: 
elected to Christ Church, and began soon to 
display his learning and his application, by his 
publication of Animadversions on a Piece of 
Obadiah Walker; on Church Government, 
1687, and 1689 appeared his Latin poem called 
© Auctio Davisiana, &c.’ on the sale of the 
‘Books of Davis, the Oxford bookseller. In 
1693 he was made prebehdary of Litchfield, 
‘and afterwards canon of. Christ Church, then 
dean of Cartisle, and in 1713, deangof Chirist- 
Church, and the next year bishop of Bristol. 
‘Hie died Sept. 27, 1719, and was buried at 
Christ Church. He published tiesides, 12 Ser- 

_ thons in one voluthe, and after his death 60 
intbre were published by his widow.” 

J : | Lempriere. 
° + Dr. Richatd Willis; translated to Salis- 
bary, Nov. 21, 1721; and afterwards to Win- 
chester, Sept. 21, 1723. ss 

{ Dr. Edmund Gibson; translated to Lon- 

Ban, May 4,17238. = | 


‘nister of St. Botolph, Aldgate, London. 


a 


by that prelate, and who was the promoter of 
the Occasional Bill, and had opposed the bill 
now in question, thought it preper to justify 
his conduct ; which his lordship did, by saying 
he was in those ddys but a young man, aa 
had wanted opportunities to know the Disa 
senters, which be had since, and found them to 
be an obstinate sort of people, never to be sa- 


tisfied : after which his lordship entered upon | 


the merits of the bill and voted against it. 

' The Bishop of London * did the same, and 
urged, That im wise governments, all offices and 
places of trust are in the hands of those of the 
national church, which his lordship confirmed 
by what is practised in Sweden. 

The Bishop of Rochester+ spoke also oi) the 
same side, and said, in substance, That he was 
not in the House at the first reading of this Bill ; 
but that the last session of parliament he fore- 
saw from the bill about an Alms-House at 
Bristol, and the bill for applying part of the 
fund for the building of new Churches, to the 
rebuilding of an old one (St. Giles’s) both which 
he had opposed, that ‘something of this nature 
would be attempted. That he was sorry he 
had been a prophet, since, m his opinion, this 
bi! overturned the foundation of the security of 
the Church. Thatthis bill even struck at the Act 
of Uniformity, which was confirmed by the Act 
of Union, and so was levelled against the Church 
of Scotland, as well as against the Church 
of England: for which reason he hoped those 
peers who represented the nobility of Scotland 
would be against this bill, particularly a noble 
lord, who was too preat an enemy to priestcraft 
to suffer himself to be sssembly-ridden. His 
lordship, by way of commination, concluded 
that we live in a changeable country, and the 
hardships which the Dissenters bring now upon 
the church, may one day or other be severely 
and with more justice retaliated upon them. 

The Bishop of Peterborough t spoke strenus 


* Dr. John Robinson. 

t+ Dr. Francis Atterbury. : 

~-Dr. White Kennet. ‘“ He was born at 
Dover, Aug. 10, 1660. He was educated at 
Westminster school, and entered at Edmund 
hall, Oxford, where he applied himself with 
unusual perseverance to study, and published 
his Letter from a Student, concerning the ap- 
proaching parliament, a political pamphlet, 
which gave great offence to the Whig party. 


In 1699, he took his degree of D. D. and © 


the’ next year, unsolicited, was appointed mi- 
In 
1701 he became archdeacon of Huntingdon, 
and that year engaged with Dr. Atterbury in a 


controversy about the nights of Convocation. -— 


He was afterwards Daa to the see of Pe- 
terborvugh, which he enjoyed ten years. . He’ 
died in St. James's street, London, 19th Dec. 
1728. He had began to make a large collec- 
tion of maps, papers, &c. to write a full history 
ofthe propagation of christianity in the Eng- 
ish American colonies, which was never com- 


‘ 


- 
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ously forthe Bill, and said, in substance, That he 
did not design to reflect on any of his brethren 
_ for speaking against this bill, because he sup- 
posed they did it out of a sincere zeal for the 
Church; that for his own part, be did not be- 
lieve this bill ta be against the church, but ra- 
ther for its advantage and security, and there- 
fore he was for it. That he observed from his- 
tory, that the church was most safe and flou- 
rishing, when the clergy did not affect more 
power than falls totheir share, and were tender 
of the rights and liberties of their fellow-sub- 
jects; but that when the clergy promoted ar- 
bitrary measures and persecutions, as some did 
in king Charles the {st’s reign, they first brought: 
scandal and contempt upon the clergy, and, at 
last, ruin both upon eburch and state. Then 
jie shewed the abuse of the wora Church, which 
in a true sense, is venerable, and illustrated. 
the matter by the words ‘ holy,’and ‘ the temple 
of the Lord,’ which were sacred among the 
Jews; but when those words came to be abused 
so far, as to countenance rebellion, as in the 
case of Dathan, Corah, and Abiram, and other 
wicked practices, then they rather became 
words of execration. That. in like manner 
amongst us, the words ‘church,’ and the 
‘ church’s danger,’ had often been made use of 
to carry on sinister désigns, and then these 
words made a mighty noise in the mouth of 
_ silly-women aod children ; but that in his opi- 
mion the church, which he defined -to be a 
scriptural institution upon a legal establishment, 
was founded wpon a rock, and could not be in 
danger, as long as we enjoyed the light of the gos- 
pe], and our excellent constitution. After this he 
gave his reasons for his being for this bill, and 
animadverted upon three things that had been 
advanced by other prelates, viz. ist, ‘ That the 
* Dissenters got more than the church by the 
4 Revolution, though they had the least share in 
‘it.’ For his lordship shewed they onlyigot a 
foleratioa, which they might. have had: under 
king James, ifthey would have complied with his 
_ measures; whereas the Church secured all she 
now enjoys, which would have been irrecover- 
ably lost, bad not the Revolution happened. 
Qdly, * That: the churchmen, and even the 
‘clergy, shewed more affection to the present 
“government than the Dissenters, during the 
* Jate rebellion ;’ to which he answered, that by 
.the laws which by this bill were to be repealed, 
the Dissenters were then under an incapacity 
to serve the government, which evinced the ne- 
sessity of this bill; andas for a clergyman who 
-had given signal. proofs of his zeal for the go- 
vernment in the north, that it was well known 
he was never rewarded for it, but rather disre- 
garded ever since by his neighbours. 3dly, As- 


pleted. He. wrote the third volume of ‘A 
Complete History of England,’ published by 
the booksellers 1706, besides A Vindication of 
athe Church; A Letter to the Editors of Som- 
-aer’s Treatise of the Roman Posts, &c.; Ser- 
mons, &c, His valuable MS. Collection was pur- 
 . ghased by the earl of Shelburne,” Lempriere. 
3 


to what had been suggested, '‘ That all offices 
‘ and places of trust ought to bein the hands of 
‘ those of the established church,’ he sad, he 
hoped they should never draw precedents from 
Sweden. Concluding, with returning thanks.to 
the lay-lords, for bearing so long. and so pa- 
tiently with that bench, leaving the issue of this 
debate to their judgments; and only taking no- 
tice, that as the wisdom of Solomon never more 
eminently appeared, than in discovering the 
true mother of the child, so their lordships 
might easily know the reason, why some per- 
sons spoke with so much tenderness for the 
acts which by this bill were to be repealed. 

. The Bishop of Chesier * was of the contrary 
opinion, and in particular, excepted against a 
olause in thé bill, whereby a punishment of 
censure was to be inflicted on such clergymen, 
as should refuse to administer the sacrament 
to any that desired to receive it, which he said 
was against the canons of the church. The 
spiritual lords having done speaking, Paty | 
. Lord Lansdown + stood up, and spoke ‘as 
follows : . | : f° 4% 


* Dr. Francis Gastrell. | 7 
+,“* Lord Lansdown, who descended from afa- 
mily which traced its ancestry to the first duke 


_of Normandy, was himself grandson of the fa- 


mous sir Bevil Granville, who lust bis life so 
heroically at the battle of Lansdown in 1643. 
He received his first tincture of education ia 
France under the tuition of sir William Ellis, a 
man of letters, In 1677, in the tenth year.of 
his age, he was entered at Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge ; and in 1679 recited a copy. of his own 
verses to the. princess Mary d'Esté of Modena, 


then duchess of York, when she visited the uni- 


versity. In 1680 he was admitted to the de- 
gree of master of arts, and left college soon af- 
ter. At the accession of James the 2nd he ad- 
dressed the new monarch in three short metri- 
cal panegyrics, which were commended by 
Waller, whose praise animated the young poet 
to breathe a rapture of acknowledgment, 


‘€ In numbers such as Waller’s self might use.” | 


© He had early imbibed principles of loyalty, 
and was with ditficulty prevented from taking 
up arms in defence of his sovereign, both at the 
time of Monmouth’s rebellion, and at the Revo- 
lution. On the latter occasion he expressed 
his manly feelings in a letter to his father, which 
has been printed by Dr. Anderson. Having 
no public employment, and pussessing but a 
contracted fortune, he lived in retirement dure 
ing the reign of king William, devoted to literary 
avocations, the fruits of which appeared in his 
plays and poems. By a laudable economy he 
preserved himself at the same time frum those 
embarrassments which in more advanced life 
he is said to have incurred. Having received 
a considerable addition to his fipances by the 
death of his father and uncle, he became a re- 
presentative for Fowey, in Cornwall, in 1702, 
and continued.to serve in parliament till 1710, 
when he was made secretary at war in the 
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“¢ My Lords; 

‘“< Having never trespassed on your patience 
befure, I may hope for the readier excuse, if I 
trouble you for once, and I yive you my word, 
that no todulgence shall encourage me to make 
a custom of it. | 

“I always understood that the toleration 
Was Meant as an ease to tender consciences, 
aad not an indulgence to hardened ones. The 
act to prevent Occasional Conformity corrects 
galy a particular crime of particular men ; it 
concerns no other set of Dissenters; but those 


followers of Judas, whe came tothe Lord’s Sup- | 


per to sell and betray him ; this crime, how- 
ever palliated or defended, even by some re- 
yerend fathers of the church, is no less than 
making the God of Truth, as it were in person 
subservient to acts ef hypocrisy; no less tban 


sacrificing the mystical body and blood of our 


Saviour to worldly and sinister purposes. An 
ampiety.of the highest nature, which in justice 
calls for correction, and in charity for preveo- 
tion. a 

“ The bare receiving the Holy Eucharist 
could never be intended simply as a qualifica_ 


place.pf sir Robert Walpole. In 1711 he was 
created baron Lansdown, and afterwards ap- 


“pointed. comptroller and treesprer of the house- 


ld to queen Anne.- On the accession of 
George the ist he was removed from his of- 
fices, and his Tory connexions prevented his 
being employed in that or-the.sacceeding reign. 
Having protested against the bill for attainting 
Ormond and Bolingbroke, he fell under the 
suspicion of plotting against the government, 
Was seized and sent to the Tower in Sept. 1715, 
where he was confined 17 months and. then dis- 
charged, without being brought to trial. In 
1719 he made an ardent speech against the 
practice of occasional conformity, part of which 
s given by Cibber, In 1722 he is thought to 
bave been driven abroad by his profusion, 
thoygh on a pretence of retgieving his health 
rather thao his circutnatances. During his ab- 
sence from England he composed most of his 
prose pieces. le 17$2 he published the haud- 
some ¢dition of his works mentioned by lord 
Orford.. He now appeared at court, where he 
was well received by queen Caroline, to whom 
and to the princess Anne he presented his 
splendid volumes, with verses on the ‘blank 
leaves, which concluded his poetical labours. 
He died in Hanover Square, Jan. 30, 1735, in 
the 68th year of his age.”——Lord Orford’s Royal 
and Noble Authors, Park’s Edit. vol. 4, p. 155. 


_ Pope inscribed his early poem of Windsor 
Forest to * Granville the Polite;” and flatter- 
ingly said: 

s¢ *Tis yours, my lord, to bless our soft retreats, — 
And cal! the Muses to their ancient seats ; 
To paint anew the flow’ty sylvan scenes, 
To crown the forests with immortal greens, 
Make Windsor hills in lofty numbers rise, 
And lift her turrets nearer to the skies; 
-‘To sing those honovrs you deserve to wear, 
-Aod add new lystee to her silver ster.” 
Vou. VIL. 


tion for an office, but as an open declaration, — 


and indubitable proof of being a sincere mem- 


ber of the church. Whoever presumes to re-- 


ceive it with any other view profanes it, and 
may be said to seek his preferment ii this 
world, by eating and drinking to his ows damna- 
tion In tbe next. 
“Ttis very surprizing to hear the merit of 
Dissenters so highly extolled and magnified 
within these walls ; for who is he amongst us, 
that cannot tell of some ancestor either seques- 
tered or murdered by them. It is notoriously 
known, that they brought the Royal Martyr to 
the block ; but to extenuate that guilt in favour 
of the Presbyterians, it seems to be insinuated 
by avery learned lord, that they performed 
good offices at last, and were instruments of 
the Restoration. What offices, what instru- 
ments, upon what terms did they resort to the 


king ? Upon no better than their brethren the . 


Scots had invited him ‘before, to.have an insige 
nificant tool of a king, a cypher of a king, to 
walk in their leading-strings. To restore them- 
selves, not him to dominion, was their only 
aim: they groaned under the oppression of 
other sectaries, after having been themselves 
the greatest oppressors of mankind: nor had 
they any other means of arriving at deliverance 
(or revenge rather) but by recovering royal 
power under a nominal king. This, general 
Monk well knew, who was privy to their in« 


, trigues, and hence arose all the difficulties that 


incumbered him in the prosecution of his own 
scheme: he was under a necessity of making 
use of their discontent, and could neither in- 
tirely trust or throw them off: but that the 
monarchy was restored free and independent, 
the Church re-established pure and undefiled, 
was owing to his virtue and good conduct : no 
thanks to the Presliyterians. 
© Nor was king Charles scarce warm in his 
throne, before they broke out into a new rebel- 
lion, and continuei{ incessant disturbers of bis 
whole reign, sometimes with sham plots, and 
sometimes with renl ones. 
‘It was likewise observed by the same 


Jearned lord, that they were hardly used, fined, 


banished, and imy:risored. ~ Be it so, but it was 
not upon a religious account; they might be 
punished for breach of the law, disturbing the 
public peace, for illegal meetings and assem- 
blies, and other state crimes; but what was 
there more in that than the present case of the 


-Nonjurors? 


“ Theclemency of that reign, even to Dissen«. 
ters, has heen sufficiently vindicated by a noble 
earl, (the earl of Nottingham) who was called 
up, by some reflections which fell from a reve- 
rend prelate, to give an account of the in- 
tended comprehension. The Charch opened 
her arms, the clergy and prelates, the king eon- 
descended to invite them with all the tempta- 
tions of indulgence and Christian charity; but 
what was the return? Nothing but a morose 
haughty deportment, severe contradictions or 
sullen evasions ; they scorned to enter our 
churches as brethren and fellow-Christiana, 

2P 
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“but a8 conquerors and plundezers; they have 
_ mo grace but what is founded in dominion. 
Their behaviour in the subsequent reign of 
.kipg James, is fresh in ‘every one’s memory ; 
that unhappy prince was undone by giving at- 
tention: to their Addresses, and depending 
upon their’ promnes. | : 
' " Bot it is said they have been not only 
quiet since, but have appeared zealous for the 
_ present establishment, and no wonder: for 
‘who but themselves or their favourers, have 
been thought worthy to be countenanced. :- 

“ A noble lord inqliring into the reason of 
the present universal discontent (for such | 
find it is agreed to be on all hands) bas been 
pleased to impute it to misconduct in the ad- 
ministration; alittle unluckily, I confess, since 
it was answered, That at the time when that. 
discontent most’ flamed, his lordship bimself 
was at the head of the administration. = 

« Another noble lord very deservedly in a 
high station, charged it upon fate, the malig- 
nity of‘ the stars, a certain unaccountable dis- 
position in the heavens, for which there is no 
apparent reason nor remedy. 

. © But the reason is plain, flagrant and noto- 
rious; the early impatience and presumption 
of Dissenters, their insolent and undissembled 
expectations, their open insults of the clergy, 
their fixing bills on our churches with this 
‘scandalous [nscription, ‘ A House to be Lett:’ 
Their public vindication of the murder of king 
-Charles; their vile reflections on the memory 
of queen Anue, for ever dear to the people of 
England; besides many other indecent arro- 
gant provocations (too many to enumerate) 
was too muchto bear, so that the violences that 
ensued let the aggressors answer for: but then 
their acting all this not only with impunity, 
bot with a reward out of the public treasure, 
was more than a sufficient ground for jealoosy. 

‘¢ A noble duke seems with some warmth to 
have taken offence, that the Roman Catholics 
and Dissenters have been mentioned in the 

debate upon the same level, whereas their reli- 
gion is high treason. But I never yet under- 
stood that their religion was high treason ; in- 
deed I have heard that it might be high treason | 
to make converts to it; and by the same reason 
the reformed religion may be high treason in 
Popish countries. But if we may compare 
them with the Dissenters, ppon a foot of merit 
with respect to the government, the Catholies, 


as far as has been yet made to appear, have in-' 


fimtely the advantage. ‘To whom do we owe 
our Magna Charta? To our ancient barons un- 
reformed ; and were there not as many struggles 
for liberty before the Reformation as since ? 
‘*To whom do we owe the Revolution but 
to Catholic powers? Even the Pope himself 
united to encourege and support the prince of: 
Orange in his undertaking, 
‘* To whom do we owe our present security 
in the: Protestant establishment, but to the 
mest potent, the most arbitrary, the most fa- 
mous for persecution of all the Popish powers, 
_ the most inveterate and implacable enemies of 


~ oe. 


' 
° 
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the Protestant persuasion, France, Savoy, and 
the Emperor? And have not the ministers, one 
after another, assured us, that these’ mortal 
enemies to our souls in another world, are our. 
only guarantees fur our salvation in this?, — 

‘¢ Our Protestant brethren, the States, were 
neither consulted nor intrusted, but seem to 
have been left like slaves to follow the dictates 
of Great Britain and France, and to accede 
implicitly at their peril; they have however 
thought fit hitherto to continue Dissenters, 
though perhaps they may in time occasionally 
conform, as circamstances may happen to press. 
But till then, our only trusty allies are our good 
Catholic friends. , ee 

‘“‘ Tfany man can say as much for the Dis- 


‘senters, let him speak ; the reverend prelates 


who have exertedin this debate, having been 
prepared to fulminate against the Test, without 
being admitted into the secret of withdrawing 
the question, have unfortunately employed their 


quivers in the air. co 8 . 
‘ Qne indeed there is, who must not be for- 


got, who wandering beyond the rest ina long 


historical collection, from pamphlets and libels, 
has let himself loose against the sacred memory 
of the royal Martyr; he has accused him, 3f 
not of all popery, of half popery, very near 
popery, almost all. popery ;. why would he not 
speak out ?° For what means this} school dis- 
tinction, betwixt’almost all a papist, and quite. 

Hlard fate of the best of men and of kings ! 

. “He who renounced the purple to preserve 
the lawn, who died for the Church, and who is 
commemorated as a martyr for the Church, 1s 
yet exposed within an age after lis descent from 
the scaffold to the grave, to be murdered over 
again in fame, even in the supreme court of ju- 
dicature, by a successor in that venerable . 


order, that very episcupacy, for which he sacri- 


ficed his liberty, his life, his crown ! 

‘«« The execrable wretch who severed his head 
from his bedy, performed the inhuman offi¢e in 
a mask; but this holy executioner, who ‘cuts 
what the axe could not hurt, what the regicides 
could not take from him, his good name, ‘has 


not been ashamed to attempt it bare-faced." Fe 
‘grieves me that this animadversion should fall. 


to my lot, to the lot of any private lord: & was 
in hopes a generat indignation would have 
warmed this noble assembly, to have made 
it their own act to reprehend such irreverend 
slanders, as would havemuch better become 

descendent from Bradshaw, than a successor of 
Laud: but I ask pardon, this unlucky reflec- 
tion may’ have transported me too far. Ina 
word, that I may not appear prejudiced to 
merit in any man, I will eonclade, with this mo- 
tion, that a list be laid before us of such Dis- 
senters hy name, as have in any kind merited 
from the public, and I wil] most readily eome 


| into any measures that may distinguish therm 


and their particular service. God forbid bus. 

that they should all have their deserts.” a 

- A little past six in the evening, the question 

was Called fer; and as -soine’ other Tempor al 
Z 8 _ ; = 
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-Lords were going to speak to it, the earl of 


Aylesford moved. for adjourning the debate till 
-the next day, which.was agreed to. 


** Dec. 19. The Lords resumed the adjourned 


debate ; and the House being cleared of all- 


‘strangers, the earls of Aylesford, Nottingham 
and Cowper, the duke of Devonshire, the lord 
viscount Townshend, the lord Trevor, the lord 


archbishop of Canterbury, the lofd bishop of 


Rochester, and’ somé others, made speeches 
against the bill; but were answered by the earls 
of Sunderland and Stanhope, dukes of New- 
castle, Kent, and Roxburgh, the Jurd Cholmon- 
deley, the bishop of Norwich ;* and the ques- 
tion. being at last put, whether the Bill be com- 
mitted, it was carried in the affirmative Ly a 
majority of 86 voices against 68, viz. — 


Content - - 67 Not Content, 50 
. Proxies, - - 19—86 . Proxies - 18-—68 


| Dec. 20. The Lords, in a grand committee 
examined and went through the Bill, paragraph 
by paragraph, and the reasons offered by earl 
Cowper, and some other peers, had so much 
weight, that sone clauses derogatory to the 
Test and Corporation acts were agreed to be 
left out. Then the question being put, That 
this Bill, thus amended, be reported the Mon- 
day following ; it was carried in the affirmative 
by 55 voices against 38. Accordingly, on the 
22d, the said amendments were reported, agreed 
to, and the Bill ordered to be engrossed ; and 


the next day it was read the third time, passed, | 


‘and sent down to the Commons, after which 
the Lords adjourned to the 7th of January. 


. The King’s Message on declaring War with 
Spain.| Dec. 17. Mr. Boscawen, by his ma- 
jesty’s command, acquaimted the House, “ That 
all bis majesty’s endeavours, and those of the 
most Christian king, to procure redress of-the 
many injuries done to the- subjects of Great- 
Britain by the king of Spain, to the unspeak- 
able detriment of the trade of these kingdoms ; 
er even to obtain a.discontinuance of the un- 
just hostilities. carrying on .by that crown, 
haying proved ineffectual, his, majesty. had 
found it: necessary to declare War with Spain.” 


_ Debatein the Commons on the War.with 
Spain.] After the reading of this Message, 
‘Mr. Treby moved, ‘‘ Thatan humble Address 
be presegted to his majesty, to return bis ma- 
jesty the most unfeigned Thanks of the House for 
having communicated to them the necessary 
xyesolution of declaring War against Spain ; and 
to assure his majesty, that this House will, with 
the greatest cheerfulness and with the utmost 
Vigour, assist and support his majesty:in the 
war with the king of Spain, until Spain is zxe- 
duced to sccept of reasonable terms of peace 
and to. agree to such conditions of trade and 
commerce, as this pation isjustly intitled to by 
their several treaties.” | | 
Mr. Treby was’ seconded by 


-® Dr. Charles Trimnell. See vol..6, p. 873. 


Mr. Western, 


member for Sudbury, but Mr. Shippen, Mr’ 
Freeman, sir Thainas Hanmer, and some others’ 
excepted either against the motion or against 
some. expressions in it, which occasioned a 
warm debate. Sume members alledging, “* That 
they did not see the necessity of declaring war 


against Spain, and that they rather were in- 


clined to believe that the yrievances complained 
of by our merchants might have been redressed 
inan amicable manner,” __—- , e 

Colonel Stanhope, member for Derby, told 
the House, that he had had the. honour to serve . 
his majesty-as his envoy to the king of Spain, 
and he could assure them, that he had present- 


.ed at least five and twenty Memorials to that 


court, in relation to the complaints. of our 
merchants, without any success. Hereupon 

“Mr, Alethuen, member for Brackley, inter. 
posed, and accounted for the dilatoriness of 
the court af Madrid in the dispatch of commer- 
‘cial affairs, occasioned by the different regu- 
lations and judicatories in the several kingdoms, 
provinces, and ports of Spain ; which might be 
the reason why the grievances complained of by 
our traders had not been redressed 80 soon as 
might bave been expected. - 

A member having hinted that the ministers 
had shewn no great concern for the trade and 
interest of the nation, since it appeared hy the 
Answer, from a Seeretary of State, to the Mar- ~ 
quis de Monteleone’s Letter, that they would 
have passed by the violations of the Traties of 
Commerce, provided Spain, had accepted the 
terms of the Quadruple Alliance : that his ma- 
jesty did not seek to aggrandize himself by any 
new acquisition, but was rather inclined to sa- 
crifice something of bis own to procure the ge- 
neral quiet and tranquillity; that nobody could 
yet tell how far that sacrifice was to extend, but 
certamly it was a very uncommon piece of con- | 
descension ; ‘ 

Mr. Shippen went yet farther, and insinuated 
that this war seemed to be calculated for ano- 
ther meridian. But .wrapt up the. innuendo 
so dextrously, that no exception was taken 
at it. | : 

Mr. Horatio Walpole also found fault with 
the Treaty of Quadruple Alliance, particularly 


4 as to the disposition of Sicily in. favour of the 


Utrecht; and his brother | 

Mr, Robert Walpole exclaimed against the 
injastice of attacking the Spanish fleet before 
the Declaration of War. 

They were answered by Mr. Craggs, Mr. 
Lechmere, Mr, Aislabie and Mr. T. Broderick. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said, That some weeks 
before, when this affair was first mentioned .in. 
the House, he was shy of giving his opinion, 
because he had not then examined the several ~ 
steps that had been taken in it; but that now 
he was fully convinced, that if there was any 
injustice, it was on the side of the king of 
Spain; and that the conduct. of bis majesty 
and his ministers was entirely agreeable.to the 
law of nations and the rules of justice, and 


emperor, which was a breach of ‘the. Treaty of 


| equity. Was. it just, added he, in the king ef 
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Spain.te attack the emperor’s dominions [ mean- 
ing Sardinia] while he was engaged in a war 
with the Turks, without any declaration of 
war? Was it just in the same prince to invade 
the dominions of one of’ our allies, the king of 
Sicily, without the least provocation? And was 
it not justin his majesty to vindicate the faith 
of his Treaties, and to defend and protect the 
trade of his subjects, which had been violently 
oppressed ? 

Then the question being put upon Mr. 
Treby’s motion, the same was carried in the 
affirmative by 178 against 107; and it. was re- 
solved, That the said Resolution be laid before 
his majesty, by the whole House; which being 
done accordingly his majesty gave the follow- 
ing Answer: . | 

“ Gentlemens. 

“« This seasonable and loyal Address, will, I 
trust in God, contribute effectually to what you 
desire. I return you true Fhanks for it.” 


The Lords’ Address on the Declaration of 
War with Spuin.} Dec. 16. Earl Stan- 
hope, having communicated to the ‘House of 


Peers the like Message, relating to the Decla- 


ration of War, and moved for an Address of 
Thanks to his majesty thereupon; he was se- 
conded and backéd by several lords. A noble 
peer only suggested, That before they gave 
sanction to a step of so nice a nature, and of so 
great importance, it were proper to consider 


whether the same was consonant to treaties; 
and therefore moved that a day might be ap-— 


pointed for that purpose. To this my lord 
Stanhope answered, That he had five weeks 
before, by his majesty’s command, laid the 
several Treaties relating to this affair, before 
the House, so that all the members of that 
noble assembly had sufficient time to pe- 
ruse and examine the same: But, however, 
after the Address, which he had moved, had 
beeu presented, he would readily give his Vote 
for appointing a day to consider of the said 
Treaties. And he durst answer before hand, 
that upon the strictest examination it svould be 
found, that his majesty and his ministers had 
done nothing either against the faith of Trea- 
‘ ties, or the honour and interest of the nation. 
Hereupon, it was carried, without any further 
Opposition, and without dividing, That an Ad- 
dress of thanks be presented to his majesty; 
which Address was, accordingly, immediately 
drawn up, and, the same day, presented to bis 
majesty, as follows: eS 


‘¢ Most Gracious Sovereign; 

* We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
parliament assembled, do return your majesty 
our most humble Thanks, for having acquainted 
us with the Resolution your majesty has taken 
of declaring War against Spain: And as this 
House has already promised your majesty, that 
' they would stand by and support you in the 

vigorous pursuit of those SradenE and neces- 
sary measures, your majesty has taken to secure 


the trade and quict of these kingdoms; and 
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the tranquillity of Earope, so, upon this ocoas 
sion, we beg leave to give your majesty the 
strongest assurances of our frm.and steady .re- 
solution to assjst your majesty with she utmost ~ 
zeal in the prosecution of the present war 
against Spain.” 


The King’s Answer. | 
returned this ‘Answer : 
-« My Lords; nese oo 

“ Tretorn you my hearty thanks for this Ad- 

dress, and for the assurances you give me, of 
our steady resolution to support and assist me 
in the prosecution of this War against Spain.” | 


Debate in the Commons an the Bill for 
strengthening the, Protestant Interest.| | Dec. 
4. The engrossed Bill from the Lords, intir 
tled, ‘ An Act for strengthening the Protestant 
‘ Interest in these Kingdoms,’ was brought down 
to the Comunens, who read it the first time, aad. | 
ordered it to be read a second time, on the 7th 
of January, to which day the House then ad- 
journed. 

January 7, 1719. The Commons read @ 
second time the engrossed Bill from the Lords, 
intitled, ‘ An Act for strengthening the Protes- 
‘tant Interest in these Kingdoms: And then 
so much of the act, ‘ Against Occasional Con- 
‘ formity,’ as was intended to be repealed by 
the said Bill, as also of the act, ‘To prevent the 
‘Growth of Schism,’ ‘&c. both which were 
passed in the 12th year of the late queen Anne, | 
wereread. After which, upon a motion made 
to commit the said Bill, there arose a.very 
warm debate, that lasted from one o'clock, tll 
half an hour past nine in the evening®. Mr. 
Hampden, treasurer of the navy, spoke first in 
behalf of the Bill, and was seconded by Mr. 
Cartwright, member for Bossiney. The other 
members who spoke for the committing of the 
Bill, were Mr. J. Chetwynd, sir Tho. Palmer, 
Mr. Yonge, Mr. Carter, sir Wilham Thompson, 
Mr. Boscawen, Mr. Barrington Shute, sir Wil- 
liam -Lowther, sir Joseph Jekyll, sir Gitbert 
Heathcote, Mr. Craggs, Mr. Lechmere, and 
the lord Castlecomer. Against the commit. - 
ting of the Bill; Mr. Graham, Mr. Ward, Mr, 
Richard Hopton, col. Strangeways, Mr. Blan- 
del, sir William Wyndham, Mr. Jefferies, Mr. 
Shippen, Mr. Horatio Walpole, sir Tho. Han- 
mer, Mr. Joho Smith, Mr. Snell, Mr. Robert 
Walpole, and Mr. Lutwyche. 

Sir William Thompson urged, That the Schism 
Bill deprived parents of their natural right of 


To which his majesty 


. educating their children as they think ‘proper ; 
. to which | 


Mr. Shippen answered, That it was somewhat 
strange to see so able a lawyer inconsistent with 
himself: For when the twelve judges were 
consulted, in a case relating to a great family, 


* < It is impossible to relate all that was of- 
fered on both sides on this occasion; the rae . 
ther because, excepting his royal hiyhness the 
Prince of Wales, and some noble peers, no. 
strangers were this day admitted into the 
House.” - Political State, - | 


4 


565] PARL. HISTORY, 5 Groncz I. 17 19.—strengthening the Protestant Interest. [586 


(the Prince of Wales’s children) he was of the 
Opinion of ten of them, ‘ That children may be 
* taken from their parents, and educated as the 
* good of the nation required.” To this. 
Sir William Thompson replied; ‘ That as he 
never was consulted, so had he never declared 
his thoughts in the nice case hinted by that gen- 
tleman, and therefore he could not, with any 
colour of justice, be said to have changed his 
Opinion: but that the member who taxed him 
with it, and who thereby declared against the 
opinion of the ten Judges, if he would be con- 
sistent with himself, must now be for the Bill 
that repeals the Schism act, which restores pa- 
rents to their natural rights. = 
After some personal altercation between Mr. 
R. Walpole and Mr. Lechmere, the question 
being put upon the motion for committing the 
Bill, it was carried in the Affirmative by 243 
votes * against 202, and the Bill was committed 
to acomunittee of the whole House. The follow- 
ing is 
A LIST of the Members of the House of Com- 
mons who voted for and against the Bill 
for strengthening the Protestant Interest, - 
January 7, 1719. 
For the Bill. 


Abercromby, Alexan- Campbell, sir James 


-| Delaval, George 


der 
Addison, Joseph 
Aislabie, John 
Anstruther, sir John . 
Anstruther, Philip 
Asbburst, sir Henr 
Aylmer, lord 7 
Bailie, George 
Banks, Joseph 
Bellamy, William 
Bere, Thomas 
Bethell, High 
Betts, William 
Bigg, John 
Birch, John 
Blisse, Stephen 
Bladen, Martin 
Blakiston, Nathaniel 
Bond, Dennis 
Booth, hon. Langham 
Boscawen, Hugh 
Boteler, John 
Brace, John Thurloe 
* Braddy!, Doddington 
Bridges, George 
Bristow, Robert 
Broderick, Thomas 
Bradenel, hon. James 
Burford, Earl of 
Burridge, John 


Campbell, John 
Campbeil, John junr. 
Campbell, Daniel 
Carpenter, gen.George 
Carter, Laurence 
Carteret, Edward 
Cartwright, Henry 


-Castlemain, lord vise. 


Castlecomer, lord 
Caswall, sir George 
Cater, John | 
Cavendish, lord’ James 
Chaplin, sir Robert 
Chetwynd, Jokn 
Chetwynd, William 
Chetwynd, Walter 


~ Cholmely, Hugh -' 


Clark, sir Robert 
Clerke, sir Thomas © 
Clayton, William - 
Clayton, William, 
(Blechingley) 
Cocks, James 
Cockburne, John 
Coffin, Richard 
Cook, sir Chayles 
Corbet, sir Rucbert 
Coventry, William 
Cowper, Spencer 


. Craigs, James, jun. 


Cadogan, col. Charles Cunningham, Henry 


Daines, sir Wiliam © 


Dalrymple, sir David 
Darcy, hon. Conyers 


Delaval, Francis 


Dillington, sirTristram | 


Diston, Josiah 
Docminigque, Paul | 
Dodd, John ~ 
Douglas, William, jun. 
Douglas, hon. George 
Drake, sir Francis H. 
Ducane, Richard 
Egerton, hon. William 
Eliot, Edward 
Erle, Joseph 
Erle, Thomas 
Erle, Giles 
Eyles, sir John 
Eyles, Francis 
Fane, hon. Joho 
Farrer, William 
Farrington, sir Richard 
Fielding, hon. William 
Fitzwilliams, lord 
Forbes, John 
Forrester, William 
Fowler, sir Richard 
“rankland, Thomas 
Gibbon, Philips 
Gordon, sir William 
Gould, Nathaniel 
Grantham, Richard 
Grimston, William 
Grove, Grey James 
Grenvule, Richard 
Haldane, Mungo 
Haldane, Patrick 
Halsey, Edmund 


-| Hampden, Richard 


Harrison, Edward 


‘| Heathcote, sir Gilbert 


Heath, Thomas 
Heathcote, John 
Henley, John | 

Hill, sir Roger 
Hillsborough, lord vise. 


| Hillersden, William 
Hitche, Robert 


Hobart, sir John 
Honeywood, Robert | 


1 Hopkins, Edward 
| Hopkins, John 


Hoskins, sir Hunger- 
ford 


{ Hotham, sir Charles | 
| Hoghton, sir Henry 

* | Hucks, William 

1 Janssen, sir Theodore 
'| Jekyll, sir Joseph 

| Jenkins, Tobias 

1 Jennihes, sir John 
| Jessop, William 


~ Pelham, Henry, jun. 


Lawson, sir Wilfred 
Lechmere, Nicholas - - 
Lee; sir Thomas 


‘. Lennard, sir Samuel 


Lewis, Thomas (Rad- 
nor - 
Littleron, Thomas 
Lomax, Joshua 
London, John 
Lony, col. Charles 
Lowe, Samuel 
Lowndes, William 
Lowther, James g 
Lowther, sir William 
Mead, sir Nathaniel © 
Mason, Charles 
M aynard, Thomas . 
Meyrick, Owen 
Micklewait, Joseph 
Middleton, lord vise. 


- Milner, James 


Minshull, Edward 
Molesworth, lord vise. 
Monro, Robert | 
Monson, sir William 
Montrath, earl of 
Montgomery, Jobn 
Moodie, James, jun, 
Mordaunt, hon. lt.gen. 
Moreton, Matthew,D 
Morgan, Anthony - 
Morpeth, lord vise, 
Mountague, James ‘ 
Murray, Alexander 


Murray, lord James, 


Naylor, George 
Negus, Francis 


~ Neville, Grey 


Newport, lord vise. 
Norris, sir John 


_ Oliphant, Charles . 


Onslow, Denzil 


- Qughtoo, sir Adolphus 


Page, sir Gregory 
Palmer, sir Thomas 
Papillion, Philip 
Parker, sir Philip 


 Paulett, lord Harry 


Paulett, lord Wilham 


f 


Pengelly, Thomas 


, Philips, sir John 


Philpot, Nicholas 
Piers, William 
Pelham, Thomas 
Pelham, hon. Henry 
Piggot, Robert . 
Pynsent, sir William 
Pitt, Thomas, jun, 
Plumtree, John 
Pollock, sir Robert 
Prideavx, sir Edmund 


.>. Pringle, Joho 


Rebow, sir Isaac 
Rich, sir Robert : 
Rider, sir Barnbham 
Roberts, Gabriel 


{ngram, Arthur 
Johnson, sir Thomas 
Johnston, sir William 
Ker, hon. William . 


# «Tt was observed, that the majority was 
mainly owing to the Scotch members, for of 37 
of them that were in the House, $4 voted for: 
the Bill, and 3 only againstit.” Political State, ' 
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Rogers, sir Jobn 
Rogers, Nathaniel 
Rushout, sir John 
Samwel, sir Thomas 
Sawbridge, Jacob 
Scawen, sir Thomas 
Shannon, lord visc. 
Shute, JobnBarrington 
Sloper, William 
Smelt, Leonard 

Smith, James | 
Stanhope, co!. William 


Stanhope, Charles. __, 
* Stanwix, Thos. maj. . 


gen. 
Steel, sir Richard 
St. Quintin, sir Wm.. 
Shelburn, lord 
Strickland, sir Wm. 
Stuart, William 
Siuarr, hon. Jobn. 


Anstis, John 
Archer, Andrew 
Ashe, Edward 
Ashe, William 
Astley, sir Jacob 
Bacon, Waller 
Baker, George 
Bampfield, sir C. W. 
Bam pfield, John 
Barrymore, earl of 
Basset, John — 
Bathurst, Benjamin 


Beaumont, sir George’ 


Bertie, hon. James | 
Bland, sir John 


Blundill, sir Montague 


Brigstock, Owen 
Bruere, George 
Buller, John Francis 
‘ Bunbury, sir Henry 
Calmady, Shilston 
Calthorpe, Reynolds 
‘ Carew, sir William 
Cartwright, Thomas 
Cave, sir Thomas 
Cecil, hon. Charles | 
Chaffin, George 
Churchill, col. Chas. 
Clarke, Godfrey = 


Clark,George, L. L. D. 


Colemore, William | 
Compton, hon. Spen. 
Conyers, John 
Conyers, Thomas 
.Cope, sir Jonathan . 
Cope, sir Joho 
Corbet, Andrew 
Corrance, Clement 


Cotton, sir John H.. 


my 
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Treby, George 


| Trelawney, sir John’ 


Trenchard, George 
Tuffneil, Samuel 
Tyrcounel, lord visc, 
Vans, Patrick | 
Vernon, Thomas , 
Wade, George . 


‘Wager, sir Charles 


Wallis, William 
Walter, Peter 
Warrendcr, sir George 
Weaver, John 

West, hon, Jobn 
Wheat, sir Thomas 


_ Whichcote, sir Francis 


White, Thomas 
Whitmore, Williams 
Wilmer, William | 
Willis, Charles,general 
Wittewrong, sir John 


Tench, sir Fisher =| Wortley, Edw. Mon- 
, Thompson, sir Wm. tagu 
Thompson, William |§ Wroth, Robert 
Townshend, hon. Ho- Wylde, Thomas 
ratio Young, William 
Against the Bill. 


Cross, sir Thomas 
Cumming, sir Alex. 
Curzon, sir John 
Davers, sir Robert 
Delaune, William 
Doddington, George 
Dowdeswell, William 
Downe, Henry visc. 
Drake, Mon. Garrard 
Drax, Henry 

Drew, Francis 
Earnly, sir Edward ° 
Eden, sir John 
Edgcomb, Richard 
Elford, Jonathan 
England, George 
Evelyn, George 
Fleetwood, John 
Fermannagh, lord vise, 
Ferrers, Thomas 
Finch, Daniel lord 
Fleetwood, Henry 
Flemming, Richard 
Foley, Richard 


‘Foley, Thomas 


Freeman, Ralpb 
Godfrey, Peter 
Godolphin, Sidney 
Grahme, hon. James 
Grevile, hon. Dodd 
Grosvenor, sir Rd. | 


* Guernsey, lord 


Gwyn, Francis 


Hanmer; sir Thomas _ 
-Hardress, John 


Harley,Edward _ 
Harvey, Daniel — 
Harvey, Edward | 
Hedworth, Joha 


Paget, lord Henry 


é 


‘Hellier, William 
Herbert, Jamés 
Herne, Joseph 
Heron, Henry \_ 
Hervey, lord Carr. 
Heysham, William 
Heysham, Robert 
Hickman, sir Will. 
Til, Samuel 
Hinchingbroke, lord 
viscount 
Hopton, Richard 
How, sir Richard 
Hungerford, Joho 
Hyde, Robert — 
Jeffreys, Edw. Win. 
Jenkinsdn, sir Robert 
Banks ; 
Jennings, James 
Jennings, Philip 
Tng, Willian 
Jones, Roger 
Johnson, sir Henry 
Isham, sir Justinian 
Kaye, sir Arthur. 
Keymis, sir Charles 
Knight, William 
Kynaston, Corbet 
Lambert, Edward 
Lawson, Giltrid 
Leicester, sir Francis. 
Leigh, hon. Charles 
Levinz, William 
Lewen, sir William 
Lewis, Thomas _ 
(Monmouthshire) 
Lewis, Thomas. 
(Southampton) 
Long, sir James 
Longueville, Charles 
Lumley, hon. Henry 
Lutwyche, Thomas 
Maisters, Thomas 
Medlicot, James. 
Mews, sir Peter 
Middleton, John, 
Miller, sir Thomas 
Molineux, Samuel — . 
Morrice, sit Nicholas 
Morrice, Humphry 
Mostyn, sir Roger 
Newland, William 
Nicholas, Edward 
Norris, Edward 
North, Dudley. 
Northey, sir Edward 
Northey, William 
Northmore, William 
Offley, Crew 


‘| Owen, sir Arthur | 


Packer, Robert. 


Packington, sir John 
Palmer, Thomas 
Palmer, sir Jeffery 
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Peytoe, William 

Pitt, George . 
Pitt, Thomas, sen. . . 
Pit, Robert i, 
Pole, sir William 
Pulteney, William 


~ Roberts, John 


Robinson, sir William 


. Rolt, Edward 


Ross, hon. Charles 
Rowney, Thoinas — 
Rudge, John. 
Sandford, sir Richard 
Sandys, Samuel 
Sebright, sir. Thomas 
Saunders 
Selwyn, John 
Shippen, William 
Shuttleworth, Richar 
Smith,John 
Smith, Thomas 
Smithson, Hugh 


_ Snell, John 


Sondes, Edward, vise. 
Stanhope, lord Philip 
Stephens, William 
Stepney, sir Thomas 
Stonehouse, sir John 
Stradling, sir Edward 
Strangways, Thomas 
Sutton, brig.gen. _ , 
Swanton, Francis - 
Talbot, John Ivory 
Travers, Samuel 
Trevanion, Jobn 
Turner, Cholmle 


Turner, sir Charles 


Turner, sir Edward 

Ola sir Jobn 
aughan, Richard 

Vernon, Thomas | 


Vincent, Henry - 


Urquhart, Alexander 
Walcot, Humphrey . 
Wallop, hon. Joha 
Walpole, Horatio 


_ Walpole, Robert 


Walter, sir John 
Warburton, sir Geo. 
Ward, John 


- Ward, William 


Wentworth, hoo. Tho. 
Wentworth, Tho. jun. 
Willoughby, hon. Fr. 
Windsor, hon. Dixey. 
Worsley, sir Robert | 
Worsley, James, 
Wrightson, William 
Wykes, William _ 
Wyndham, sir William 
Wynn, Richard | 
Wynn, Thomas 


_. Wynn, W. Williams 


York, Jobo 


Jan. 9. The order of the day being read far 


A 


o\ 
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the goihg into a Committee of the whole House 
upon the Bill from the Lords, ‘ For strength- 
* ening the Protestant Interest,’ &c. the lord 
Guernsey moved, “ That it be an instruction to 
the said Committee, that they have power to 
receive a Clause, That any person when he 
comes to take the Oath of Abjuration and other 
‘waths'; subsequent to the receiving the Sacra- 
ment, in order to his qualification, shall ac- 
knowledge that the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testamett were given by Divine In- 


spiration, and shall acknowledge his firm faith 


and belief in the ever-blessed Trinity :” but 
the previous question being put, thatthe ques- 
tion be now put upon the said motion, it passed 
in the negative, by 90 voices ; several mem- 
bers who voted against the Bill, + For strength- 
“ening the Protestant Interest,’ &c. having, 
notwithstanding: their opposition ‘to that Bill, 
voted also against the amendment proposed by 
lord Guernsey. Then the ‘House resolved 
itself into 1 grand committee upon the said 
Bill, went through the same, and _ resolved to 


pass it without any amendment, by a majority. 


of 221 votes against 170. 
~ Jan. 10. The Bill was read the third time, 
passed, and sert back to the Lords. 


Debate in the Lords on the State of the 
Peerage.| -February 28. The Duke of So- 
merset rose, and represented, that the number 
of Peers being, of late years, very much tn- 
creased, especially since the Union of the two 
kingdoms, it seemed absolutely necessary to fix 
the same, both to preserve the dignity of Peer- 
age, and’ to prevent the inconveniencies that 
may attend the creation of q great number of 
Peers to serve a present purpose, of which 

they had a-remarkable instance in the late 
reign : he therefure moved for the bringing in 
a Bill to settle ‘and limit the Peerage, in such 
a manner, * That the number of English Peers 
should not be enlarged beyond six above the 
resent number, which upon failure of male 
issue might’ be supplied by new creations : 
That instead of the Sixteen elective péers in 
Scotland, 25 be made hereditary on the part of 
that kingdom, whose number, upon failure of 
heirs male, should be supplied by some other 
Scotch peers, =~ ' , 

The Duke of Argyle seconded this motion ; 
which was also backed by the earls of Sunder- 
Jand and Carlisle; but the Jast of these added, 
That this was a matter of so great importance, 
thatut became the wisdom of that august as- 
sembly maturely to consider of it, before they 
came to any Resolution ; and thereupon his 
lordship: moved, “That a day may be ap- 
pointed, for the House to be in a Committee, 
to take into consideration the present State of 
the Peerage of Great Britain.” | 


The Earl of Oxfurd excepted agatnst the duke 


of Somerset’s proposal, and among other things, 
said, That as it tended to take away the bright- 
est gem from the crown, it was matter of won- 
der to see it supported by those, who, by the 
great employments they enjoyed, seemed under 


‘descension. 
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the strictest obligation to take care of the royal 
prerogative; that therefore there must be a’ 
secret meaning in this motion ; that for his own 


part, though he expected nothing from the 
crown, yet he would never give his vote for 


lopping off so valuable a branch of the ‘prero- — 


gative, because this would put it out of the 
power of the crown to reward nierit and vir- 
tuous actions. To this ee See 
The Earl of Stnderlanu answered, That 
though the number of peers were limited, yet 
the crown would still be ‘the fountain of ‘ho- 
nour, and preserve its prerogative of creatin 


new Peers, upon the extinction of old titles, for _' 


want .of ‘male issue, which happened fre-— 


quently ; ‘and that those extinctions would give 
t 


é@ prince on the throne sufficient opportunities ° 


to bestow honours upon commoners of dis- 
tinguished merit and abilities. His lordship 


concluded with backing the earl of Carlisle’s | 


motion, and no member opposing it, the debate 
was adjourned accordingly, till the second of 
March ; for which day the Lords were sum- 
moned. ra. he 


The King’s Message relating to the Peerage.] 
March 2. Earl Stanhope delivered to the 
House the following Message from the King. 


“GR | 

“His majesty b 
House of Peers have under consideration the 
state of the Peerage of Great Britain, is gra- 
ciously pleased to acquaint this House, that he, 
has so much at heart the settling the Peerage 
of the whole kingdom, upon such a foundation, 
as may secure the freedom and constitution of 
parliament in all future ages, that he is willing 
his prerogative stand not in the way of so great 
and necessary a work.” | 


Further Debate in the Lordg on the State 
of the Peerage.| Then a motion being made 
for an Address of Thanks for the said Mes- 
sage, | 

The Earl of Nottingham excepted against it, 
saying, It was unusual for the king to take 
notice of any thing depending in parliament, 
before the same was laid before his majesty in 
aparhamentary way, 

The Duke of Buckingham over-ruled this ob- 
jection, and ‘said, It could not be supposed, 
that the king alone should be ignorant of what 
every hody else knew; and that since his ma- 
jesty was pleased, for the good of his subjects, | 
to suffer his prerogative to be restrained, they 
ought readily to aecept, and thankfully to ac- 
knowledge so great and so gracious a con- 


Hereupon it was agreed, without dividing, 
to present an Address of Thanks to his majes- 
ty; but some words having passed between the 
earts of Sunderland and Oxford about this ex- 
traordinary Message, the House thought fit to 
interpose, and require from them, that the 
whole affair should go no farther, and the 
intended debate was adjourned to the n¢xt 


oe 


eing informed, that the | 


ra 


- 


_ 


4 \ 


March 3. The Lords, in a committee-of the 
whole House, of which the earl of Clarendon 
was chairman, took into consideration the pre- 
sent State of the Peerage of Great Britain. 

The Earl of Sunderland ran over the several 
changes that have happened in the Peerage 
since the reign uf queen Elizabeth to this time; 
urging the necessity of limiting the number 
of peers, and demonstrated the advantage 
of the scheme proposed by the duke of So- 

erset. ' 

Earl Cowper endeavoured to shew, that what 
was intended to be done, with relation to the 
Scots peerage, was a manifest violation of the 
Treaty of Union, and the highest piece of in- 
' justice; for it was no less than to deprive 
persons of their right without being heard, and 
without any pretence of forfeiture upon their 
part, urging, That the Scots peers, who should 
be excluded from the number of the twenty 
five hereditary, would be in a worse condition 
than any other subjects, since they would nei- 
ther be electing nor elected, neither represent- 


ing nor represented, which could not fail of | 


raising dangerous discontents amongst them; 
that, besides, it would be a breach of trust in 
those who represented the Scots peerage, 
_wholly to divest their principals of a power, 


‘with which they had entrusted them only for- 


a few years;.and therefore his lordship was of 
Opinion, that the Scots peers ought to have 
been consulted, before_any steps were made 
in so nice and so important an affair. : 

' These objections were replied to by the earls 
of Sunderland and Stanhope, Cholmondeley 
and Pouiet, the dukes of Buckingham and 
Newcastle, the bishop of Gloucester, ahd some 
other English lords, who were supported by 
several Scots peers, particularly the dukes of 
Roxbtirgh and Montrose, the marquis of An- 
/Bandale, and.the earl of Ilay. In. the’ first 
place, it was alledged, That the settling the 
peerage in the manner proposed, was rather a 
benefit than a disadvantage to the Scots peer- 
age, whose representatives were thereby in- 
creased by nine, and all made hereditary; and 
as for those peers who for tle present would 
be, excluded, they would afterwards have a 
chance to come in, upon failure of any of the 
twenty five: That this tegulation could not 
be looked upon as a violation of the Union, two 
" things only being made unalterable fundamen- 
tals of that contract, viz. religion, and the pro- 
~ portion of public taxes: to prove which, several 
Articies of the Act of Union were read: and 
that the consulting of the Scots peers in this 
affair, would be ahogether improper and un- 
parliamentary, and attended with great incan- 
-veniencies. 

The Earl of lay, in particular, represented, 
That the bringing ina number of peers into 
that House by election, was certainly deroga- 
tory to the dignity of that august assembly, and 
of the highest tribunal inthe united kingdom; 


and therefore he had long before wished to sée 


this defect in the Union rectified, and the Scots 


peers freed from that ignominious mark of dis-. 
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tinction, which. made them be looked upon 


as dependent on the court and ministry, and | 
not at liberty to vote, like the-other members, | 


far the good and interest of their copntry, 

The Earl of Nottingham and 
Townshend declared, That they were not 
against limiting the peerage, but only against 
the doing it in a manner, which, in their opi- 
nion, was unjust, and might be attended with 
dangerous consequences, 


Resolutions of the Lordsin relation to the 
Peerage.| But after a debate that lasted till 
near seven of the clock in the evening, by a 
majority of 83 votes against. 30, their lordships 
came to the following Resolutions, viz. . 


“4, Thatin heu of the 16 elective peers, to 


sit in this House on the part of Scotland, 25 
pen to be declared by his majesty, shall have 
ereditary seats in parliament, and be the 
peers on the part of the peerage of Scotland. * 
“2, That such 25 peers shall be declared 
by his majesty, before the next session of par- 
liament. | a 


the lord - 


“3. That 9 of the said 25 shall beappointed _ 


by his majesty to bave immediate right to such 
hereditary seats in parliament, subject to the 
qualifications requisite by the laws now in being. 

“4, That none of the remaining 16 soto be 
declared by his majesty, or their heirs, shall be- 
come sitting peers of the parliament of Great 
Britain, until after the determination of this 
present parliament, except such are of the 
number of the 16 peers now sitting in par- 
liament on the part of Scotland, and their 
heirs. 

_ 5. That if any of the 25 peers so to be 
declared by his majesty, and their heirs shall 
fail, some one or other of the peers of Scotland 
shall be appointed by his majesty, bis heirs 
and successors, to succeed to every such peer 


so failing ; and every peer so appointed shail _ 
be one of the peers on the part of the peerage ~ 


of Scotland, in the-parliament of Great Britain, 
and:so, toties quoties, as often as such failure 
shall happen. an a 

‘“‘6. That the hereditary right of sitting in 
parliament, which shall accrue to the 25 peers 
of Scotland, to be declared by his majesty, 


shall be so limited as not to descend to fe- 


males. 

“7, That the number of peers -of Great 
Britais, on the part of England, shall nut be 
enlarged, without precedent right, beyond. 
six above what they are at present ; but as any 
of the said present peers, or such tix new 
peers, in case they be created, shall fail, their 


numbers may be supplied by new creations of 


commoners of Great. Britain, born’withion the 
kingdom of Great Britain or Ireland, or any 
of the dominions thereunto belonging, or born 
of British parents, and so, toties queties, as 
often as such failare shall happen. 

“<8. That no person be at any time created 
by writ, nor any peerage granted by patent, 
for any longer estate than Ei 
the heixs male of bis body. 


r the grantee, and ~ 


- 


, 
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i 9. That there be net-any restraint: upon 


the crown, from creating any of -the princes of 
. She blood, peers of Great Britain, with right to 


sitin perlament. re ee 

. *€ 10. That whenever those Lords now sitting 
in parliament, whose sons have been called. b 
writ, shail die; then it. shall be lawful for. his 
Inajesty, his heirs and. successors, to.create a 
peer ta.aupply the aumber so lessened. 

‘“* 11.. That every creation of a peer here- 
after ta be ‘made, contrary to these Resolu- 
tioos, shell be gull and -void-ta all intents and 
purpeses.” | ” 

Thé Peerage Bill brought in.] March's. 
The Earl of ‘Clarendon reported these: Resolu- 
tions to the House, which being agreed to, ‘the 
Judges were otdered to bring in a Bill * there- 


upon; which they did accordingly on the 14th, 


‘when the said Bill was read the first, and or- 


_ dered to be read a second time. 


é 


_ Lhe Peerage Bill dropped.| March 16. The 
Lords having read. this Bill the secund time, 
‘three Scotch lords petitioned to be heard by 
their counsel against the said Bill; but it being 
represented’ by some English peers, that the 
Lords being sole. judges of what relates to the 


_* The same day this Bill was. brought in, 


there was printed and delivered to the Lords, 
a List of the Peers existing at the time of king 
James ist’s accession to the crown, and: of 
those who have since,becn advanced to the 
Peerage; as also of the several Peers extinct 
in his and the succeeding reigns.. By this List 
it appears that, < 


At the death'of Queen Elizabeth, the number of 


‘ English Peers was ° 59 extinct added 
King James [. created 62 17° 8 465 
Kimg CharlesT, - - 59 21 38 
King Charles II, - - 64 5S 11 
King James II.° - - 8 ~~ 8 0 
K.William andQ.Mary SO ~- 21 9 
Queen Anne - - - 30 24 ~ 6 
King George - - - 20 °° 10 | 10° 
are gga 45m 19 
Extinct - 154 ae omens 
‘Remains - 


178. 


‘ At the time of debating the Bill, the State o 
the Peers was as follows: | 

.. The Prince of Wales and Duke | 

- - 5 &: 


. of York - - «- = 
. Dekes - - - 2 2 - © = 98. 
_., Barls- or 202 = 2.25.5 78 
... Viscounts --+*+.-+.* = < =. 18 
., Batons - + - "= «= - = = 68 
, - 178 
. Archbishops and Bishops - - 26 
; . PeersofScotland- - <--=,-+ 16 
220 
—— 


~~ Vou. VIL. 


Peerage, they could not allow their rights and 
privileges to be questioned and canvassed by 
lawyers; and having to that purpose cited « 


| precedent, viz. the case of thelate duke Hamil- 


ton, when he claimed a seat in that house as 
duke of Brandon, the said petition of the three 
Scotch Lords :was rejected withqut. dividing, 
March 18, the Lords,:in a geand committee, 
took the said bill again into consideration, but 
adjourned it to the 20th. | 

_. April 2. It ‘being moved in the House of 
Lards to receive the report from the committee 


|,of the. whole House upon the Bill for settling 


the Peerage of Great Britain, the same was 

iput off to the 6th, when the Amendments 

made to the said Bill were agreed to, and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. But on the 14th, 

the day appointed for the third reading, lord 

Stanhope observed, That this Bill had made a 
great noise, and raised strange apprehensions ; 

and since the design of it had been so misre- 

presented, and so misunderstood, that it. was_ 
hke to meet with great opposition in the other: 
House, he thought it advisable to let that mate , 
ter Ife still, till a more proper opportunity : 

And thereupon the third reading of the said 

Bill was put off to the 28th of that month : by 

which Resolution the said Bill was dropped for 

the present session.* . 


* Mr, Coxe, in his Life of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole has preserved the following ‘* Memoran- 
dum on the Peerage Bill,” by lord chancellor 
Middleton : i 

‘When the duke of Bolton first spoke to 


‘me about the matter, then under the conside- 
‘ration of the House of Lords, for restraining 


the nomber of Peers, E did mot relish the 
scheme ; but retrained expressing myself more © 
against it at that time, being told the king was. 
acquainted with i, and that the ministry 
thought it very good for the kingdom ; besides, 
he either had not then, or did not shew me the 
Resolutions which were intended to be moved 
in the House of Lords, so Iwas much in the 
dark. After the Lords had passed their Reso- 
lutions, I waited on. him again, and continued 


-| of the same mind, but expressed myself deter- 


mined not to debate or vote: against a matter 
thought of such consequence; but could not 
be convinced of the reasonableness of the 
thing. , | 

‘© On the 6th of March, lerd Sunderland at 


-Mr. Boscawen’s, desired me to see him on the 


Sunday morning, that he might discourse with 
me on this subject. At St. James’s, he ex- 


. | plained to me the motives and inducements 


the ministry had to push this matter; and I 


. then shewed my not comprehending the reason 


or necessity for bringing in the intended bill; 
but expressed myself resolved (considering my 
being in the king’s service) not to speak or vote 
against the hill. His lordship seemed to think 
more. would be expected from me; and used 
words of the king’s being obliged to. change 
hands, &c. but whether he meant, that be must 
be obliged to’ change the ministry, if the bill 
2Q 


Srom Spain. 


be consistent with their safety, 


‘agreed to thé following Address : 


“miscarried, er to remove those of his servants, 


al ; < 
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- March 10. The King went to 
the House of Peers, and. the Communs attend- . 
ing, he was pleased to say, That he had given 
otders to the Lord Chancellor to declare to 
both Houses, in his name and words, a matter 
his majesty thought ef the greatest importance ; 
whereupon: the Lord Chancellor read the fol- 
lowing speech : ; 


‘“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
_ © Having received from our good. brother 
and ally, the most Christian king, repeated 
advices, that an Invasion will suddenly be at- 
tempted from Spain against my dominions, in 
favour of the Pretender to my crown, J have 
judged it convenient to make you acquainted 
with it, and shall, on my part, take all the ne- 
cessary measures to defeat the designs of our 
enemies. | / a 
‘“‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, , 
*« This attempt, if it, proceed, must engage 
me in some farther expences by sea and land 
than provision has been made for. I must 
therefore recommend it to you that I be. ena- 
bled, in such manner as you shall judge con- 
venient, to make the necessary dispositions for 
our security; and you may depend upon it, 
that I shall upon this and all occasions have ns 
much regard to the ease of my people, as shall 


.- The ait Speech relating to an Invasion 


‘“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, _ 

‘“‘ The many proofs I have had of the affec- 
tion and loyalty of this parliament leave me 
no,room to doubt.of your.steady and vigorous 
perseverance, 1n support of my person and go- 
vernment upon this occasion.” a 


Lhe Lord? Address thereon.| The Lords 


_& Most Gracious Sovereign ; | 
“We your majesty’s most dutiful. and loyal 


who should not be for it, he did net expressly 
say; though from the nature of the discourse, 
and what .I was.told. by the duke of. Bolton. 
the first. day, I am well convinced which bh 
meant... tae - 9 
.  QOn.15th March, I discoursed this matter 
with my lord chancellor at St. James's, and ex~ 
pressed myself not convinced of the reasona- 
bleness, of the intended Bill: be was very 
warin for it, and seemed surprised at my being 
$0 uncomplying; but lord Coningsby coming 
in, broke off the conversation. ‘The more. I 
consider this matter, the more I am eonfirmed. 
in my opinion, thas the Bill brought into the 
House. of Lords an 14th March, eommonty 
called the Peerage Bill, is of that nature, that 
the Commons ought not to pass it; and after 
having heard the arguments offered by the duke 
of Bolton, lord Sunderland, lord chancellor, 
and all that was offered in the House of Lords, 
to induce them to come to the Resolutions, on 
which the Bill is founded, without: being con- 
vinced, I think 1 am not like to alter.” 


subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 


parliament assembled, beg leave tu return your 


majesty our humble Thanks for your most gra- 
cious Speech from the throne, ia which your 
majesty has been picaséd te communicate to 


yonr: parliament, ‘that you have received re- 
peated advices from the most Christian hing - 
of an intended Invasion® from Spain, of your 


majesty’s' dominions, in favour of the Preq 
tender to your crown; and we do likewise 
beg leave to assure your majesty, that this 
House wall, upen this and -all other occasions, 
stand by and assist your majesty with the uta 
most zeal; insupport and defence of your sacred 
person and government, in opposition to al} 
your enemies.” | met , 


‘The King’s Answer.) His Mejesty’s Answer 


was as fullows? 


“MyLords; = a 
“Ttbank you kindly for this seasouable mark 
of yowr zeal for my person and government, 
which cannot failof heartening our friends, and: 
discouraging our enemies.” 

* « The squadroa which had been fitting out 
some time for this expedition, sailed from Cadiz 
towards Enyland, consisting of ten men of war 
and transport-ships, with 6,000 regular treops 
on board, mostly Irish, with arms for 10 or 
19,000 men. The duke of Ormond was the 
conductor of this undertaking, with the title ‘of 
captain general of the king of Spain. He 
was to publish, in the proper places, a decla- 
ration 1a that king’s name, wherein. he snid, 


6 That for many very good reasons, he bad re- 


‘ solved to send part of his land and sea-forces 


© into Englaud and Scotland, to serve as, auxilie 
© aries to king James: what bad confirmed. him 


‘in his resolution, was the certain advices he 
‘had received, that many of the two nationa, 


© natwithstanding their strong inclination -to 


‘ acknowledge that prince for their sovereign, 


'¢ durst not openly declare for him, because they 
.€ did not see him supported by any of the states 
'€of Europe, who had cither power or will 


‘ to assist them ; that, to rewove this difficulty, 


.©and others that might arise, he declared he 
‘€ was determined to use all bis power for the 
'‘ restoration of a pritice, in a country belonging 
:*to him by undeniable right: That he hoped 
i¢ Providence would favour so just a cause ; 
'¢ but, that the fear of ill success might not 
:€ hinder any person from declaring readily for 
.* him, he promised @ secure retreat in his do- 
. minions, to all that should join bim, and, id 
: § case they were foreed: to: leave their country, 
‘©he declared, that- every sea ur-land officer 
-* should have: the same rank as he enjoyed in 


‘ Great Britain, and the soldiers should be re- 


| © ceived and treated like his own.’ ° 


“‘ The-e preparations had uot been so secret, 


‘but the king had-reeeived timely notice to take 
the necessary precautions: The duke of Or- 
: leans; in return for the same favour, had ace 


quainted- him with all be could discover. ~,’ 


A 


> A N : m ™ 
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. Debate in the Commons on the King’s Speech.] : naked, and exposed. to the insults of a .pro- 
The Commons being reurned to the Mouse, | voked enemy abroad. He also reflected om - 
it was moved, “ That an bumble Address be ; some steps, whereby. the djscontents had been 
presented to his majesty, to. return him the du- | much encreased at home;: and, among. others, . 
tiful and unfeigned thanks of this House for hav- | took notice of a bill lately, brought inte the 
ing graciously communicated to his parliament, | House of Lords, [meaning an Act for settling 
that he has received intelligence of aa Inva- | the Peerage of Great Britain] which could: ‘not 
sion intended from Spain against these kingdoms; | fail making most of the Scots peers implacable 
aad to assure his majesty that this House will |enemies. He added, That though he covid 
aepor him with the utmost vigoyr. and efforts | not forbear blaming the conduct of the minis~ 
to defeat so extraordinary an attempt; and to [ters in some particulars, yet he still retained 
desire that his majesty would give the necessary | the same thoughts with respect to his inajesty, 
orders to strengthen and augment his forces by | and'would readily concur with the House,’ in 
gea and land, in such manner as he, in his great | giving hiai the most hearty prodfs of their zeal 
wisdom, shall think fit; assuring his majesty | and affection for his majesty’s person and go- 
that this House will effectually make good any { vernment; and even go so far as to give his 
increase pf expence that shall arise from such | vote! for suspending 'the Habeas Corpus Act, 
Qn augmentation, and effectually enable his jin case of necessity; but that in his opinion, it 
majesty not only to disappoiat the designs of | became the wisdom of that House, to know 
bis enemies, both at home and abroad, but by | whether the advices his majesty had received 
the blessing of God turn them to their. own | of an intended invasion, were well grounded be~ 
confusien.”” / fore they either alarmed the public, or engaged 
None of the members did- directly oppose | the nation in needless expencés: This speech’ 
the motion, only | was answered by a. .* 

_ Mr. Robert, Walpole took this opportunity | Mr. Craggs, who said, That as to what hae 
to find fault with the administration: particu- | been-suggested about the Peerage Bill, that af- 
larly with respect to tlre sending a fleet into the } fair being yet depending in the other House, i 
Mediterranean, whilst Great Britain was left | was unparliamentary to take notice of it, before 
| . secon ‘it came regularly before them: But that how~ 
ever, he would before-hand venture to say, that 
as it was a most gracious condescension in hid 
majesty, to suffer a branch of bis royal prero~ 
gative to be restrained, in order to secure the ~ 
liberty of parliaments, so he doubted not, that 
when that bill came down to them it woald be uti~ 
animously approved. That as to the advices the 


Proclamation was published against the duke 
of Ormond, and the other lords that were with 
him, with a reward of 5,000/. for seizing the 
duke, and of 1,000/. for each of the rest, and 
of 500l. forevery gentleman. As therumour 
of the Invasion increased, some forces were or- 
dered into the north and inte the west of Eng- 
land: The States General bad notice te have | king had communicated to his parliament of the 
2,000 men ready to tranSport into England | Invasion with which his dominions were threat- 
when occasion required ; and were at the same | ened, though it was unusual for the sovereign 
time desired, not to suffer the suspicious em- | to declare his intelligence, yet his majesty had 
barkationsof ammunition and men that were | been most graciously pleased to tell them. from 
making at Amsterdam, which they agreed to, | whence he received his information. That ~ 
notwithstanding the endeavours of the Spanish | therefore it would be want of respect, to ques- 
Toinisters to the contrary. Above all, the | tion his majesty’s intelligence; and he was 
naval armament against the Spanish squadron | sure no member of that House had ‘authority to © 
was hastened. The king’s speech had all the | do it. That he hoped there was no great danger 
effect the king could expect or desire. Buth | from the Invasion with which they were threat- 
Houses assured him of their support; and the | ened: but that it would: be the highest piece of 
Commons desired him to augment his forces by | imprudence not to take all the necessary pree 
fea and land, in such manner as he should | cautions to repel any insults from the Spaniatds, 
think fit, promising to make good any increase | and to defeat all the designs of his majesty’s 
of expence on that account. With these as- | and the nation’s enemies, both at home and 
surances of the parliament, the king had the | abroad. And as to the conduct of his majesty’s 
satisfaetion to see his allies exert their zeal in | ministers, on which that member was pleased 
his defence.. The States sent over the 2,000 | to reflect, if a motion were made for appoint- 
men; and the marquis dt Prié, governor of | ing a day to inquire into the same, he would 
the Austrian Netherlands, six battalions of Im- | readily second it. ai ae 
perialists. The duke of Ornleas offered no less | After this, the motion, for an Address to his 
than 20. battalions, but it was not thought | majesty passed into an. unanimous Resolution, 
- proper to accept his offer. These precautions | and without lesing time in drawing 1t up in 
taken by the king were very just, but as, it hap- | form, it was farther resolved, Fhat the said Re- 
pened they: proved needless, The Spanish | solutionbe laid before his majesty by the whole 
fleet came with a fair wind as far as cape Fi- | House; which being done accordingly the ~ 
nistere, when a violent storm arose, which last- | next day, the king returned thisAnswer, 
ed two days and two nights, The fleet was en- “Gentlemen; . a 
tirely dispersed, and disabled from pursuing) ‘‘ I take this Address as a fresh instance. of 


theic course.” . Tindal. that duty. and affection which you have so often. -' 


¢ 


%, 


‘ 


| - 


a“ 
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xpressed for my person and government. I 
trust in God it will enable me to defeat the de- 
signs of our enemies, and to provide effectually 
for whut is dearest tome, the seourity and wel- 


fare of mg people.” 


Mr. Freeman's Motion for adjourning the 
Cull of the House.] April 14. Upon reading the 
order. of the day for the House to be called: 
over :. ay ;, 

Mr. Freeman made a speech importing, 
That some weeks before, he thought it neces- 
sary that the absent members should be sum- 
moned to attend the servite of the. House, in 
order. to oppose some dangerous alterations 
[meaning the Peerage Bill then depending in 
the House of Lords| which were intended to 
be made ; and that he observed, with a great 
deal of satisfaction,.that the. summons had not 
been ineffectual, since there was so great and so 
anusual an appearance of members; which shew- 
ed that all true patriots were resolved to exert 
their zeal and efforts in defence of our excel- 
lent constitution: Butthat he hoped, that by 
this time the danger was pretty well over, . and 
that: the contrivers of that project began al- 
Feadyto repent it; that therefore the trouble 
it unnecessary to give the members he ‘thought 
of calling over the House; aud since they bad 
dispatched all the public-business that lay be- 
fore them, they had best adjourn themselves to 


_ the 17th. . 


_ Accordingly the all of the House was ad- 
Journed to that day; to which time likewise 
the House adjourned themselves. 


Resolution against. the issuing of Money out 
of the Chamber of London touching Elections.] 
April 17. In the House of Lords a Report was 


| fnade from a committee, appointed to exa- 


mine what sums of money have been issued, or 
ordered to be issued out of the chamber of 
London, for the prosecuting, defending, or 


_ mauntaining certain causes or Writs of Error in 


this House, or any other causes of the like na- 
ture, for such time passed as the committee 
should think proper, and by what warrant or 
authority, and on whose application. And 


after debate had thereupon, the questiou was. 


put, “ Thatit is the opinion of the House, that 


_ the Common Council of London, having issued 


great sums of money out of the chamber of 
London, in maintaining several suits of law be- 
tween citizen and citizen, relating to contro- 
verted elections, have abused thejr trust, and 
been guilty of great partiality, and of a gross 
Mismanagement of the city treasure, and a viola- 
tion of the freedom of Elections in the city.” 
It was resolved in the affirmative by 46 
against 17. 


_ Protest against the said Resolution.| The 
following Protest was entered on thie Journals: 
© Dissentiént’ 
1. “ Because ne proof upon oath was made 
before the Committee, of any one of the facts 
mentioned in the report; and we conceive, 


‘that without a due proof, upon oath, being first : 


made, so heavy a censure ought not to ‘be 
passed on any person whatsoever, much less on 
so considerable a body as the Common Councit 
of the city of London,‘who have been, on 
many pressing occasions, eminently serviceable. 
tothe public. ~ 

‘¢ 2, Because the Common Council of the city 
of London have never been heard to- the se- 
veral matters of which they stand condemned 
by this resolution, nor have they been any way 


made acquainted, as far as appears to us, that’ 


they stood: accused before this House of any 
misbehaviour whatsoever. Y 

‘¢ 3. Because the several matters or offences 
specified in this resolution, are properly cog- 
nizable in courts of law or equity; and this re- 
solution may, we fear, be construed as a de= 


termination of such matters as may possibly — 


hereafter be brought again before this House 
judicially; by writ of error or appeal. 

‘© 4. Because the ‘several sums of money 
mentioned in the report to have been issued by. 
‘the Common Conucil out of the chamber of the 
City of London, in relation to controverted 
elections, might possibly, had the Common 
Council been heard, have appeared to have 
been so issued by them, in defence of their 
ancient rights and privileges, and in order to 
prevent any incroachment thereupon. Zz 

‘«¢ Buckingham, Montjoy, Harcourt, Mansell, 
Bathurst, Bingley, Compton, Trevor, Gower, 
Strafford, Carlton, Bruce, Oxford, Weston, 
Northampton, Foley.” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the ramen 
April 18. The King came to the House o 

Peers, and, after passing several Bills, put an 
end tothe session, with the following speech 
which the Lord Chancellor read to both Houses. 


*¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; . 
“‘T am now come to put an end to this sessicn, 
in which you have shewn many great and sea- 
sonable proofs of your duty and affection to my 
person and government, and of your care for 
the safety and welfare of your fellow subjects. 


“ By the blessing of God on our endeavours, — 
we have hitherto disappointed the ill designs of - 


our enemies, who flattered themselves with 
success from our unhappy divisions, 


“ We perceive, by the rash and wicked - 


councils which have lately prevailed in the 
court of Spain, that the desperate and extra- 
vagant projects of one ambitious man, though 


not capable of giving fears to their neighboursy. 


may occasion to them some expence and trou- 
e. 

‘‘ That court, being influenced. by counselg 
odious and destructive to the Spaniards, who. 
find themselves neglected and oppressed, after 
having endeavoured to fomeut conspiracies and 
seditions, both here and in France, and stooped 
to practices unusual, accompanied by manifes- 
toes of a stile unheard of among great princes, 
has at last proceeded to acknowledge the Pre- 
tender. 

‘¢ As this news has given great surprise to 


all Europe, I question not but it-will be ree © 


@e 
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ceived by every good Briton witli indignation 
and contempt. — ae as | 

“¢ Ft is our happiness at this juncture, to find 
ourselves assisted by the greatest powers of 
Europe against an enemy that has no allies, but 
those who would betray the governments under 
which they live and are protected. 


‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; . 

_ & JT thank you very heartily for the supplies 
ou have granted me this year; The, manner 
in which you have raised, them, without any 
new burthen to my people, the great addition 


eu have made to the fund for sinking the. 


debts of the nation, the discharge of the Exche- 
guer Bills, and the provision you have made 
to pay whatever remains justly due to foreign 
states and princes, are the strongest proofs of 
our wisdom, as well as of your zeal for my 
service, and the good of your country. ‘ You 
may observe, I have hitherto been very cau- 
tious of making use of the power you have 
given me, to mcrease our forces by sea and 
Iand. If our enemies should oblige me toa 
greater expence, it shall be employed for your 
service. This is what the trust you repose in 
me requires at my hands, and what I owe to 
so dutiful and. affectionate a House of Com- 
mons., 


«¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ; ' 

«‘ There being nothing more desirable, at all 
times, than a firm union between Protestauts ; 
I reflect with satisfaction upon the law’ you 
have passed this session, which will, I hope, 
prove effectual to that purpose. As it is a 
signal instance of moderation and indulgence 
in our Established Church ; soI hope it will 
beget such a return of gratitude from all dis- 
senting Protestants, as will greatly tend to her 
. honour and security ; bath which I shall ever 
have near at hear. | 

‘J have always looked upon the glory of a 


sovereign, and the liberty of the subject, as in- 


separable ; and think it isthe peculiar happi- 
ness ofa British king to reign over a free peo- 
ple. As the civil mghts therefore, and privi- 
leges of all my subjects, and especially of my 
two Houses of Parltament, do justly claim my 
sost tender concern; if any provision, designed 
to perpetuate these blessings to your posterity, 
remains imperfect, for want of time during this 
fession, maturely to discuss and settle mat- 
ters: of so great importance, I promise myself, 
you will take the first opportunity to render 
thy wishes for your happiness‘complete and 
effectual, and to strengthen the union, which 
is of so much consequence to the welfare of 
thiskingdom.. © | 

“(Tf the circumstances of my affairs shall 
ullow of my going abroad this summer, I shall 
take the same care of your interest as if I re- 
mained here. Fhe many negotiations which 
will be on foot to restore the peace of the 
North, in which the trade and tranquillity of 
this kingdom may ‘be very mucb concerned, 
will make my presence there of great use to 
these my dominions; And, as in that case I 


=“ 


design, by the blessing of God, to meet you 
early next winter; EF will only recommend to 
you most earnestly, that, laying aside all 
animosities, you would, in your several coun- . 
tries and stations, use your utmost endeavours 
to preserve the public peace, and see a due 
execution of the laws.” are 
- Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the - 
parliament to the 19th of May following ; and 
it was afterwards, by several prorogations, far- 
ther prorogued to. the 23d of Ndvember*, | 


FIFTH SESSION or raz FIFTH PARLIA- 
MENT or GREAT BRITAIN. | 


Fhe King’s Speech-on Opening‘the Session.] 
Nov, 23. The King went to the House of Peers 
with the usual state, when the Lord Chancel- 
lor, by his majesty’s command, read the fol- 
lowing Speech to both Houses : os 


. & My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

© The satisfaction, with which I always meet . 
you, is very much increased at this time, when 
it has pleased Almighty God so to strengthen 
the arms of Great Britain and our confederates, 
and so to prosper our several negotiations, that, 
by his blessing on our endeavours, we may pro- 


mise ourselves to reap very soon the fruits of - 


our successes. I am persuaded it will he 
accounted, by all my good subjects, a sufficient 


reward for some extraordinary expence, that 


all Europe, as well as these kingdoms, is upon 
the point of being delivered from the calamities 
of war by the influence of British arms and 


‘counsels, One Protestant kingdomt has al- 


-* © Suon after the prorogation, the king de- 
clared his intention of going to Hanover, and 
appointed for Lords Justices, in his absence, 
the archbishop of Canterbury, lord chancellor 
Parker, the dukes of Kingston, Argyle, New- 
castle, Bolton, Marlborough, and Roxburgh, 
the earls of Sunderland, Berkeley, and Stanhope, 
and secretary Craggs. The prince and prin- 
cess of Wales, not being appointed regents, 
retired into the country, and appeared no more 
till the king’s departure, a few days after which 
they came to St, Jarmes’s to see the youn 

princesses, who kept a levee twice a week : And 
to them it was, that the Lords Justices, and 4 
numerous appearance of foreign ministers, 10- 
bility, and gentry, made their compliments on 
the king’s birth-day, who was entered mto the 


te 


60th year of his age. 


'” « After six months absence, the king retarn- 


ed to London, the 14th of November, more 
respected than ever, on‘account of the great 
things he had done for the welfare and interest 
of his dominions, He was received .with de- 
monstrations of the liveliest joy, and those who 
were not forward to shew it were punished by 
the populace, and the windows broken that 
were not illumidated. Whilst in Germany, he 
had sent orders for the meeting of the parliae 
ment on the 23rd of November.” Tindal, 
+ Sweden. .' rhe a 5 1. 
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ready been relieved by our seasonable interpo- 
sition ; and such g foundation is laid by our 
late Treaties for an union amongst other great 
Protestant powers, as will very much tend to 
the security of our holy religion. 

“¢ T believe you cannot but be sarprized at the 
continuation of a war, where our enemies have 
pothing to hope, and so much to fear. It is in- 
deed difficult to frame any judgment of those 
counsels, which have broke out of Jate in so 
many rash and ill-concerted measures: If they 
depend upon our divisions at home, I doubt 
not but in a very short time, their hopes, 
founded upon this expectation, will prove as 
vain and ill-grounded as acy of thew former 
projects. 

‘‘ In congratulating with you on this happy 
postare of affairs, I must tell you, that as I have 
been very juat and faithful to. my e ents, 
so I have met such frank aud pewerful returus 
ef assistance from my allies, as will, I doubs 
not, establish a lasting friendship among us. 

«‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

* You will see, by the accounts I have or- 
dered to be delivered to you, bow moderate a 
. use I have made of the power entrusted with 
me to augment my forces by sea and land. I 
depend upon the eminent duty and affection 
you. have always shewn to my person and go- 
vernment, that you will be vigorous in dispatch- 
ing the necessary Supplies for the year: to 
which purpose I have ordered the Estimates to 
be latd before you. And, at the same time, I 
must desire you to turn your thaughts to all 
pore means for lessening- the Débts of the 

ation. ae 

«« My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
_ © You all must be sensible of the many un- 
deserved and unnatural troubles I have met 
with during the course of my reign. Our divi- 
sions at home have gone magnified abroad, and 
by inspiring into some foreign powers a false 
opinion of aur force, have encouraged them to 
treat us in a manner which the crown of Great 
Britaia shall never endure while I wear it. 
The trouble and expence which this hath 
brought upon us have been the most loudly 
gomplained of by those, who were the accasion 
of them. But with your assistance I have hi- 
therto got through all those difficulties, and by 
the continuange of your help, J hape very soon 
to overcome them, since the hand of God hath 
aa. visibly been with us in all our undertakings. 

“ If the necessities af my government have 
sometimes engaged your duty and affection to 
trust me with powers, of which you have always 
with gaod reason been jealaus, the whole world 
must acknowledge they have been so used, as 
to justify the confidence you have repused in 
me. And as! can truly affirm, that no prince 
was ever more zealous to increase his own au- 
thocity, than I am to perpetuate the liberty of 
my people, I hape you wil) think of all proper 
methods to establish and transmit to your pos- 
terity the freedom of our happy constitution, 
and particularly to secure that part which is 
most liableto abuse. I value myself upon be- 


\- 


- 


ang the frst who hath given you au opportunity 
of doing it; and I must recommend it to. you, 
to complete those measures which remained 
imperfect the last session. - 

* So far as human. prudence can foretell, the 
unanimity of this session of parliament must es- 
tablish, with the peace of all Europe, the glory 
and trade of these kingdoms on lasting foun- 
dation. I think every man may eee the end of 
our labours. All I have to ask of you, is, that 
you would agree to be a great and flosrishing 
people, since it is the only means by which I 
desire to become a happy king.” 


The Lords’ Address ¢ Thanks and Congratu- 
tion.| As soon as the King was withdrawn and 
the Commons were returned to their House, the 
duke of Manchester made a motion for an Ad- 
dress af Thanks and Congratulation to his ma- 
jesty ; and being seconded by the ear! of Hol- 
derness, the same wae unanimously agreed to, 
the archbishop of ea only desiring that 
a clause might be added to the said Address, to 
acknowledge his majesty’s seasonable interpo- 
sition in favour of the Pretestants abroad, which 
wes readily complied with. The Address was 
as follows : 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign: 

“‘ We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Tevposal in- 
parliament assembled, beg leave to congratulate 
your majesty, on your safe and happy return ta 
this kingdom, and upon the great success with 
which it has pleased God to bless the wise mea- 
sures taken by your majesty, to proeure and 
establish peace in Europe. 

‘‘ Tt is with the utmost pleasure and satisfac- 
tion, that we see the present happy union be- 
tween your majesty and the other great Pro- 
testant powers, which does so visibly tend to 
the security of our holy religion: and we desire 
to express the deep sense which we have of 
yonr majesty’s seasonable interposition, for the 
poor persecuted Protestants abroad; and we 
humbly beseech your majesty, that you would 
be pleased to continue your powerful protec- 
tion and offices in favour of them. 

‘¢ We also beg leave to assure your majesty, 
that we will, to the utmost of our power, staud’ 
by and support your majesty, in the prosecus 
tion of such measures as you shall think farther 
necessary to take, for the completing the great 
ends your majesty has in view, for the security 
of. trade and glory of these kingdoms, and the 
general tranquillity of all Europe: and we pro- 
mise ourselves, that the whole world will so6n 
be convinced with how little foundation the 
enemies of your majesty and your kingdoms 
have flattered themselves to reap any benefit 
from our intestine divisioas. 

_ We should be wanting in our duty to your 
majesty and our country, if we did not returm 
your majesty our most hearty Thanks, for that 
tender ‘and unprecedented care and concern 
your majesty has heen pleased ta express, m 
your most gracious Speech from the throne, for 


the libextias of your people, and the freedom of 


e 


_ & 


by 
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eur happy constitution ; which most necessaril 


draw all suitable teturns of. the utmost grati- 
tude from all your majesty’s faithful subjects, 


who have a true value for such inestimable 
blessings.” | 


The King’s Answer.]' To this Address the 
- King gave the following Answer: | 


<¢ My Lords; - 

* The sense you express, in ‘this dutiful Ad- 
dress, of my endeavours fur the common good, 
is most acceptable to me. 
your support will very much contribute towards 
bringing about the great and gond ends we have 
in view: and you may depend upon the con- 
finvance of my best offices every where, in be- 
half of the Protestant cause and interest.” 


Debate in the Commons on the King’s Speech.] 


Thanks, Though this motion was carried with- 


eut dividing, yet it did not pass without oppo-~ 


sition. 

Mr. Siippen in particolar said, “ That no 
fran was more ready than himself to concur in 
giving his majesty unfeigned assurances of the 
geal and affection of that House to his person 
and government, in returiing him Thanks for 
his care and endeavoars to procure the tran- 


quillity of Europe, and in congratulating his safe | 


teturn amongst us; bu he could not forbear 
observing that his majesty’s Speech contained 
many heads, of different nature, and of great 
importance ; and as he remembered that this 
House had formerly been reftected on, for ap- 
roving the measures of the ministry by the 
p, and withuat knowing what those mea- 
sures were, he therefore was of opinion, they 
ought to proceed with caution in this juncture, 
the rather, because mention was made in his 
majesty’s Speech, of a thing of the highest con- 
sequence, viz. the altering some part of our 
constitution; that it was plain enough that 
thereby was meant the Bill of Peerage ; but it 
was surprising, that this affair should be brought 
again upon thestage, after it had miscarried the 
last session in the other House, and that the 
major part of this House had expressed such an 
aversion to it; concluding with a- motion to 
congratulate bis majesty upon his safe return, 
and to give him Thanks.for part of his Speech, 
and appoint a day to take the rest into consi- 
deration.” 
a‘ Mr. Herne hereupon seconded Mr. Shippen; 
ut ; 

Mr. Hungerford foreseeing, that if the House 
should divide, a negative was like to be put 
pon Mr. Shippen’s motion, said, That Ad- 
dresses of this nature were but customary com- 


pliments; but he hoped that’ in the course of 


this session they should have opportunities 
enough to inquire into the grievances of the na- 
tion, and the conduct of the ministry ; that as 
to the Bill of Peerage in particular, since the 
court seemed to have it at heart, he doubted 
rot butit would soon pass the other House, and 


; presented 


The assurances of 


the ferment it ed | yer 
the motives which induced Sunderland to with- 


| be sent down to them, and then, and no sooner, 


he hoped to see a great division in that House. 
Hereupon Mr. Shippen waved his motion. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks and Con 
Seeing Desh 24. The Commons 
their Address to his majesty, ae 
follows : nee - +3 

_ & May it please your Majesty: -_ 

“ We your majesty’s most dutifp) and leyal 
ees hg Sta Commons of Great Britaia ie 
parliament assembled, do return our most wae | 
feigned thanks to your majesty for your most 


gracious Speech from the throne, and assure 
your majesty, that our hearts are Alled wish 


unspeakable joy, upon your safe and happy 


return to these your kingdoms, and with the 
} most just and grateful sense of your unwearied 
‘labours ‘for our welfare, and: the security of the 


The Commons benz retarned to their House, | Protestant religion, . 


the eart-of Hertford moved for an Address of | 


“We heartily congratulate with your ma- 


jesty on the suecess of your British arms, ang = 
‘return’ the thanks of this Howse im the moat 
dutiful manner, for such measures taken 
'the influence of British counsels, as afford the 
nearest prospect of a general peace abroad, 
igad. ef enjoying with glory’the benefit of trdéde 
! aod tranquillity. cf: , 


‘And we erave leave to assure your ma 


jesty, that we will, on our parts, by the vigour 


our resolutions for the support of your 


government, aud bythe dispatch which we . 


will give to the necessary Supplies, convince 


‘the world, that if our enemies have conceived 


any hopes from our divisions at kome, this hath 
been the vainest of all their projects, Aad we 
will enable your majesty, in concert with your 


_allies, effectually to support and periees those. 
just and equitable measures whic 
taken to establish a general peace. 


have bees 


‘‘ And we further assure your majesty, That 
we will apply ourselves to find out the best 
means for lessening the Debts of the nation, 
and supporting the public Credit; and will 
concur in all proper methode to establish aud 
preserve the freedom of our happy eonstitu- 
tion, for which your. sacred majesty has given: 
so many tender proofs of your care and: afiec- 
tion.’ j 

The King’s Ave To which Address 
the King returned the following Answer: 

“ Gentlemen; — . 

“< This loyal Address deserves: my best 
thanke. It contains the most dutiful: and af- 
fectionate expressions to my person ard: go- 


vernment; and you shall fice my sense. of 


them, by the endeavours I will always use te 


procure your welfare and prosperity.” 


Debate in the Lords on the Paepace Bitx.*} 


November 25. The duke of Buckingham 
brought into the House of Lords the Bill of 
Peerage, which was read the first time; and 


* <The un pularity of the measure, and 
d excited in the nation, were 


__ Not the act of the ministry ; 


‘ 
” 


~ 


} 
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being read a second time the next day, upon 
a motion that the same be committed,  - 
’ Earl Cowper said, That besides the reasons 
that induced him last session to be against 
this bill, he had now another that weighed no 
less with him than all the rest, viz. The ear- 
nestness with'which it was recommended, and 
the eagerness with which it was brought be- 
fore them, at the beginning of'a session; that 
he had observed, both from histery, and his 
own experience, that in affairs of moment, 
precipitation was ever dangerous, and, in many 
tases, to be suspected; and, for his own part, 
he could’not help being of opinion, that if 
there were no secret meaning in this bill, some. 
- gen would not be so pressing for it. To this 
The Earl of Sunderland answered, “ That it 


-° gould not with any justice be said, that any 


" precipitation, had been used in ‘this affair, since 
the bill in question had been brought in the. 


draw the Peerage Bill, at the moment of cer- 
taih success in the House of Lords. In vain 
the pen of Addison had been employed in 
' defending the Bill, in a paper called, The Old 
Whig, against Steele, who attacked it in a 
pamphlet intitled The Plebeian ; and whose 
arguments had greater weight with the public. 


Walpole also published a pamphlet on the same | 


side of the question, ‘ The Thoughts-of a Mem- 
‘ber of. the Lower House, in relation to a 
* project for restraining and limiting the power 
* of the Crown in the future creation of Peers.’ 
In this publication, he explained the nature of 
the bill, and ‘exposed the views of thase who 
introduced it, with a perspicuity of argument, 
and simplicity of style adapted to all capaci- 
_ , Ges, and calculated to make a general impres- 
sion. : 

“ The minister, however, did not relinquish 
his darling bill. During the interval between 
_ the prorogation and meeting of parliament, 
be exerted every effort to engage a majority in 
its favour. Bribes were profusely lavished, 
promises and threats were alternately em- 
ployed, in every shape which his sanguine and 
overbearing temper could suggest. He affected. 
to declare, that it was the king’s desire, and 
e did not at- 
tempt to conceal that it was levelled against 
the future government of the prince of Wales, 
whom he represented as capable of ‘ doing 
“mad things’ when he came to the throne. 
He declared that the necessary consequence 
of its rejection would be the ruin of the 
Whigs, and the introduction of the Tories into 
the confidence and favour: of the king; ex- 
hint his surprise that any person who stiled. 

imself a Whig should oppose it; and exerted 
himself in the business with se much heat and 
violence, that in endeavouring to persuade 
Middleton, lord chancellor of Ireland, who 
refused to support the measure in the British 
House of Commons, the blood gushed from 
his nose. . 

“ These efforts were attended with such suc- 
ones, that at a meeting held by.fhe leaders of the 


\ 


. tion. 


last session, and then thoroughly examined ; so 


that he doubted not but every member of that 
House was fully apprized of it, and ready to 
give his vote for or against it; that the reason 
why it.was brought in so soan at this time, he 
conceived to be, that it might give no interrup- 
tion to the other important ‘affairs, which the 
king had recommended to his parliament: and 
as for any secret meaning in this bill, his lord- 


‘ship solemnly declared, that he knew of no 


other, bat what his majesty had been pleased 
graciously to intimate in his speech, viz. the se- 


curing the freedom of our constitution, by pre- 


venting, for the future, the abuse of one brauch 
of the royal prerogative, of which they had a 
fatal instance in the last reign, and which had 
given just offence, and terrible apprehensions to — 
al] sober men.” | | : 

To this it was replied, “ That if it was 
foreseen that bill might interrupt the other im- 


beeen ene eens eed 
Whigs, in. opposition, at Devonshire-House, 
Walpole found the whole body lukewarm, 
irresolute or desponding: several of the peers 
secretly favoured a bill which would increase 
their importance; others declared, that as 
Whigs, it would be a manifest inconsistency 
to object to a measure tending to prevent the 
tepetition of an abuse of prerogative against 
which they had repeatedly inveighed; those 
who were sincerely averse to it, were unwilling 
to exert themselves in hopeless resistance, and 
it was the prevailing opinion. that the bill 
should be permitted to pass without opposi- 
Walpole alone dissented, and repro- 
bated, in the strongest terms, ‘this resolution 
as dastardly and impolitic. He maintained 
that it was the only point on which they could 
harrass administration with any prospect of 
success ; that he would place it in such a light 
as to excite indignation in every independent 
commoner; that he saw a spirit rising against 
it among the Whigs, and particularly among 
the country gentlemen, who were otherwise 
not averse tu support government. He said, 
that he had overheard a member of the 
House of Commons, a country gentleman, 
who possessed an estate of not more than 8001. 
a year, declare to another, with great warmth, 
that although he had no chance of being made 
a peer himself, yet he would never consent to 
the injustice of giving a perpetual exclusion 
to his family. He was convinced, he added, 
that the same sentiment would have a strong 
effect upon the whole body of country gentle- 
men; and concluded his animated remon- . 
strances, by declaring, that if deserted by his 
party, he himself would singly stand forth and 
oppose it. This declaration, urged with un- 
common vehemence, occasioned much alter- 
cation, and many persuasions were made to 
deter him from adopting a measure which ap- 
peared chimerical and absurd ; but when they 
found that he persisted, the whole party gra- 
dually came over to his opinion, and agreed 
that an opposition should be made to it in the 
House of Commons.” Coxe’s Walpole. — 


) 
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ortant affairs, it had been adviseable to keep 
it until the middle, or towards the end of the 


- gession, and to begin with the king’s business.” 


ut 

The Duke of Buckingham compromised the 
matter, by saying, That, for his own part, he 
apprehended no danger from this bill, and if 
it was attended with any inconveniences, as all 
‘human affairs are apt to be, time would dis- 
cover it; and then, as in all other cases, they 
might apply a remedy to it. As to the time of 
‘bringing of it in, his grace thought it no. mate- 


_Tial objection, since this House had no other 


business to go upon: but that he foresaw, that 
whatsoever dispatch they made in that bill, it 
would not get so quick a passage in the other 
House. = is : 


The Peerage Bill passes the House of Lords.| 
Hereupon the Bill was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole House, who went through 
it the next day; arid on the 28th, the earl of 
Clarendon, chairman of that committee, having 
made his report, the same was agreed to, and 
the Bill ordered to be ingrossed. On the 30th 
of this month, the Lords read the said Bill the 
third time, passed the same, and ordered it to 
be sent down to the Commons, 


Debate in the Commons on the PEERAGE 
Bitt.] December 1. Upona message from 
the Lords, by the lord chief justice King, and 


‘the lord chief baron Bury, that the Lords had 


passed a Bill, intitled, ‘ An Act for the Settling 
* the Peerage of Great Britain :’ to which they 
desired the concurrence of the Commons, the 
said Bill was read the first time, and a motion 
being made, That the said bill be read a second 
time the Friday next ensuing, the same was 
opposed by a great many members, whe mov- 
ed, That this important affair might be put off 
to the 18th of this month; which last motion, 
aftera long and warm debate, was carried by 
@ majority of 203 against 158. 
December 18. The engrossed Bill from the 
Lords, intitled, ‘An Act for the Settling the 
¢ Peerage of Great Britain,’ was read a second 
time, and a motion being made by the lord 
William Paulet, teller of the Exchequer and 
member for Winchester, for committing the 
Bill, which was seconded by sir Charles Ho- 
tham, the same occasioned a warm debate, 


‘ which lasted from one o’clock in the afternoon 


fill near nine at night. The members who 
spoke for committing the Bill, were lord Wil- 
liam Paulet, sir Charles Hotham, col. Moreton, 
Mr. Hampden, Mr. Craggs, Mr. Plummer, Mr. 
Lechmere, Mr. Aislabie, serjeant Pengelly, and 
Mr. Hungerford ; against committing it, Sir 
Richard Steele, Mr. Pitt, sir Wilfrid Lawson, 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. Wykes, sir John 
Packington, Mr.’Methuen, Mr. Herne, Mr. 
Tuffnell, Mr. R. Walpole, and Mr. John Smith. 


Sir Richard Steele spoke first against com- 
mitting the Bill as follows: : 


“ Nr. Speaker ; I am against the Bill, be- 
cause I fear it may change this free state into 


Vor. VII. 
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the worst of all tyrannies, that ofan aristocracy, 
which is the most likely consequence to attend 
such a law as this would be : the whole tenor of 
the Bill is very unfortunately put together, if 
any thing, but an addition of power to the 
peers, is intended by it.* All mankind must 


* « Tt so happened that (1718-19) a contro- 


versy was agitated with great velemence be- _ 


tween those friends of long continuance, 
Addison and Sreele. It may be asked, in the 
language of Homer, what power or what cause 
should set them at variance. The subject of 
their dispute was of great importance. The 
earl of Sunderland proposed an act called the 
Peerage Bill; by which the number of peers 
Should.be fixed, and the king restrainec from 
any new creation of nobility, unless when an 
old family should be extinct. To this the 
Lords would naturally agree; and the king, 
who was yet little acquainted with his own 
prerogative, and, as is now well known, almost 
indifferent to the possession of the crown, had 
been persuaded to consent. The only difficul- 
ty was found among the Commons, who were 
not likely to approve the perpetual exclusion 
of themselves and their posterity. The Bill 
therefore was eagerly opposed, and among 
others by sir Robert Walpole, whose speech 
was published. Oe 

“¢ The Lords might think their dignity diminish- 
ed by improper advancements, and particularly 
by the introduction of twelve new peers at 
once, to produce a majority of ‘Tories in the 
last reign: an act of authority violent enough, 
yet certainly legal, and by no means to be 
compared with that contempt of national right 
with which, some time afterwards, by the ine 
stigation of Whiggism, the Coramons, chosen 
by the people for three years, chose themselves 
for seven. But whatever might be the disposi- 
tion of the Lords, the people had no wish to 
encrease their power. ‘The tendency of the 
Bill, as Steele observed in a letter to the earl 
of Oxford, was to introduce an aristocracy ; for 
@ majority in the House of Lords, so limited, 
would have been despotic aud irresistible. 

-* To prevent this subversion of the ancient - 
establishnient, Steele, whose pen readily se- 
conded his political passions, endeavoured to 
alarm the nation, by a pamphlet: called The 
Piebeian, To this an answer was published by . 
Addison, under the title of The Old Whig, in 
which it is not discovered that Steele was then 
known to be the advocate for the Commons, 
Steele replied by a second Plebeian ; and, whe- 
ther by ignorance or by courtesy, confined 
himself to his question, without any personal 
notice of .his opponent. Nothing’ hitherto 
was committed apainst the laws of friendship 
or proprieties of decency ;. but controvertists 
cannot long retain their kindness for each other. 
The Old Whig answered the Plebeian, and could 
not forbear some coutempt of “litte Dicky 
‘‘ whose trade it was to write’ pamphlets.’ 
Dicky, however, did not leave his settled vene- 
ration for his friend; but contented himself 

2K : 
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allow, that the only plausible ‘reason for this | but of his too great goodness: happy the sove= 
law, was what happened in the last reign, when | reign and happy the people, when excessive 
twelve peers were made in one day; but the | grace is all that can be feared of him. 


Preamble assigns no such reasons, but says, |' 


‘The Peers of Scotland have an indefeasible 


¢ That sixteen peers of Scotland, by reason of 4 right, by, the Act of Union, to be elected and 


‘ many new creations since the Union, are not a 
‘sufficient and proportionable representative 
‘of that nobility? And therefore they shall 


‘hereafter not be represented at all: but, ‘A 


‘thing much more suitable to the peerage of 
¢ Scotland ought to be done for them,’ to wit, 
¢ That twenty-five of them should, at all times 
¢ hereatter, have hereditary seats in parliament’. 

‘¢ T always imagined that no man could judge 
what was suitable to him but himself; and that 
it could be no manner of comfort to one who 


has any thing taken from him, that the pos- 


‘'sessinn of it is more suitably. placed in another. 
How is it suitatle to the peerage of Scotland, 
that instead of having a representative of six- 
teen sitting by their election, they are here- 
after to be favoured with having 25 there in- 
stead of them, and not one there in their be- 
‘half? It must be confessed, that the peers of 
Scotland cannot complain of any thing like 


_ being tricked ; but their potential seats in par- 


liament are barred and taken from them, not 
by collusion and double dealing, but by tne 
Most unreserved and candid usurpation ima- 
ginable; but though this is done with so much 
ease, and no reason given but that they who do 


~ it, are pleased to say it is most suitable; it isto 


be presumed, that those, whose consent is_ne- 


-cessary for the divesting innocent men of their 


liberty and honour, will desire some better ac- 
count of the matter, before they deprive their 


‘fellow-subjects of their undoubted rights. I 


cannot but, from a natural detestation of in- 
justice, say, that is the Inghest wrong done to 
the indulgence mentioned in the preamble,’ to 
expect it will bé granted in favour of any men 
in wrong of any other; and I doubt not but 
this House will alarm that benignity from being 
employed to the destruction of itself, or oppres- 
sion of others. 

' “T hope the best man and best prince in the 
world, will be gracious, so as to have it always 
in his power to be gracious: I am sure he will 
never give his peopie any reason to complain, 


with quoting some lines of Cato, which were 
at once detection and reproof. The bill was 
Jaid aside during that session; and Addison 
died before the next, in which its commitment 
was rejected by 265 against 177. 

“‘ Every reader surely must regret that these 
two illustrious friends, after so many years past 
in confidence and endearment, in unity of 
interest, conforinity of opinion, and fellowship 
of study, should finally part in acrimonious op- 
position, Such a controversy was ‘ Bellum 
¢ plusquam civile,’ as Lucan expresses it. 
Why could not faction find other advocates ? 
but among the uncertainties of the human 
state, we are doomed to number the instability 
4 friendship.” Dr. Johnson’s Life of Ad- 

ison, 


serve in parliament as peers of Great Britain, in 
the manner therein stipulated, and 3t would be 
but more cruel, not more unjust, to take from 
them their lives and fortunes, than this honour 
and privilege, which their ancestors purchased 
by the frequent hazard of theirs: the terms of 
the Union are plain and absolute; nor can 
any privilege, liberty, or property secured by it 
to the meanest subject of either nation, be vige 
lated or altered against his will, and no satis- 
factory reparation done him, without infringe- 
ment ofthe whole act, and leaving the persons 
so injured, at liberty to avenge by force what 
was done by it: for protection and obedience 
are reciprocal, and withdrawing the one, dis- 
charges the other. What then is the condition 
of these unhappy men, who are to be divested 
of their rights and privileges of subjects, and 
yet, no douht, to be deemed traitors, should 
they fly to any foreign power, or invader of that 


nation, which has in the dearest and greatest. 


considerations, those of honour and distinction, 
made them foreigners? The terms of the Union 
cannot be revoked without disuniting the king-. 
doms; for when that is done they are no longer. 


held together by the law, but by forte; and | 


the power which then keeps us together mus& 
he arbitrary, not legal ; or iflegal, not righteous ; 
for a law, not supported by justice, is in itself 
null avd void; nor are the makers of it legis- 
lators, but oppressors. It appears, without 


any possible contradiction, that the parliament 


of Great Britain cannot exclude the peers of 
Scotland from the benefit of the 23d Article 
in the Act of Union,* without becoming an ar, 


bitrary power, acting with an inditference to — 


ood and evil, oa the foundation of night only. 
“ We are safer under the prerogative in the 
king, than we can be under an aristocracy. The 
prerugative is a power in the sovereign, not ex= 
pressed or described in the laws, but to be ex- 
ercised in the preservation. of them by the rule 
of the general good: and if it could be proved, 


that the business of the twelve gentlemen, | 


(meaning the twelve lords created by queen 
Anne in the time of the earl of Oxford’s minis- 
try) was purely done to save the nation, and 
that it was done for the good of the whole, the 
statesman, who advised it, would deserve the 
thanks of all mankind, for exposing himself to 


the misrepresentation and resentment of fue 


ture parliaments, for the good of his fellow-sub- 


jects. 


‘«< 1 will not pretend to doubt but those noble 
personages have, under the hands and seals of 
all and every of their electors, the peers of Scot- 
land, full power and authority for this alteration, 
without which their proceeding could not be 
reconciled to common honour : and if the thirty 


odd, who are to be ennobled by this Bill, are — 


* See vol. 6, Appendix, p. ccxil, 
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to be made,up by present members of the 
House of Commons, such members are to climb 
to honour through infamy. _ | 

‘* The Bill seems to me to be calculated for 
nothing but an aristocracy, and indeed, has 
not so much as the appearance of any thing 
else ; for though a man of honour and conscious 
integrity knows, that he isa peer for the sake of 
his fellow-subjects, and that this right is vested 
in him and his family for the sake of suciety, 
not for himself and successors only, yet is there 
no part of society considered in this. bill, but 
merely the peers and nobles. The Lords ex- 
ercise a power in the last resource: and an 
appeal lies to them from all the courts of West- 
muster-hall, for determining all the property of 
Great Britain, and yet they are willing to have 
a law, which must necessarily disable them 
from being a capable court of justice for the 
future; for the Bill even provides for their in- 
sufficiency as to this purpose; and there is a 
clause, which, instead of looking out for great 
and knowing men, is very careful to leave the 
power in the king to give titles, in case of ex- 
tinctions, to minors: much of the same stainp 


is the partiality of the Bill, that females are ex- 


cluded from their future right; as ifa lady of 
good sense were not as capable of bringing into 
the world a man of sense, as a boy, under age, 
is of becoming a man of justice and honour 
from the mere recommendation of his for- 
tune; for it is not to he doubted but that 
would be his best pretensions; but lords have 
thought it more eligible to have in view the 
providing rich. husbands for their daughters 
from among the Commons, than the leaving it 
to their female. heirs, to make Lords of the 
descendents of meritorious commoners. : 

_ “ Thus the aristocracy is’set out by this bill; 
for allthe provisions and limitations of it re- 
gard only the titles and honours of the peers, 
aod prodigious careis taken, that no one skould 
suffer from possible contingencies and distant 
incidents among themselves, but no regard had 
to the known immediate present rights of those 
who do not sit in their House, but have title of 
election into it: there is no difficulty of des- 
troying those whom they know to have titles, 
but they are prodigious tender of hurting those 
who may have titles, of which thev do not 
know: the lords will be judges, and give and 
admitto whom they please incident claims; 
but extinctions are to be supplied only by the 
king, and he might possibly give them to per-: 
sons they should not like. The restraint of the 
peers to a certain number will make the most 
powerful of them have the rest under their di- 
rection ; and all the property disposed before 
them will be bestowed, net by judgment, but 
by vote and humour. or worse. Judges so made 
by the blind order of birth will be capable of 
no other way of decision. a 

“Tt is said that power attends proper- 
ty; but it is as true, that power will command 
property ; and according to the degeneracy of 
buman nature, the Lords may as well grow 
_ Corrupt as other men ; and if they should do so, 
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how will this be amended, but by the consent. 


[G14 


of those, who shall become so corrupt? What 
shall we say then? Shall we expose ourselves 
to probable evils, with the foresight of: impos- 
sible remedies against them? 

“Tt is hardly to be read seriously, when the 
Billin a grave stile and sober contradiction has 
these words, viz. ‘The twenty five peers on 
‘ the part of the peerage of Scotland ;’ as if they 
who were made instead of the peets of Scot- 
land, could, without a banter, be called peers 
on the part of the peerage of Scotland; the 
true description of them is, peersmade when 
the peers of Scotland were no more to be peers ; 
for the title resting in their families, without 
hopes of succession in the peerage and legis- 
lature, is only a bar against any participation 


of power and interest in their country ; it is 


putting them into the condition of papists con- 
vict, as to what ought to be most dear to them, 
their honour and reputation. It is held by 
true politicians a most dangerous thing to give 
the meanest of the people just cause of provo- 
cation; much more to evrage men of spiiit 
and distinction, and that too with downright 
injuries. — | 

‘© We may flatter ourselves, that property is al- 
ways the source of power; but property, like 
all other possessions, has its effects according to 
the talents and abilities of the owner; and‘as 
it is allowed, that courage and learning are very 
common qualities in that nation, it seems not 
very advisable to provoke the greatest, and, 
for Ought we can tell, the best men among 
them. ‘Thus we are barred from making this 


law by prudential reasons, as well as from the - 


inviolable rule of justice and common right, 
with relation to the Scots Peers. 

“If we consider the matter with regard to the 
king’s prerogative, this law will diminish it to an 
irreparable degree ; and it is a strange time to. 
take away power, when it is in the possession 
of a prince, who uses it with so much modera- 
tion, that he is willing to resign it; but we are 
to consider the prerogative as part of the estate. 
of the crown, and not consent to the taking it 
out of the crown, till we sce just occasion for it. 
His majesty’s indulgence makes it safe in his, 
royal breast; and we know of nothing, any 
other of the family has dune, to alter it for fear 
of him. 

“The Prerogative can do no hurt, when minis- 
ters do their duty ; but a settled number of 
Peers may abuse their power, when no man is 
answerable for them, or can call them to an ac- 
count for their incroachments, It is said, and 
truly too, that the manner of their power will 
be the same as now; but then the application 
of it may be altered, when they are an un- 
changeable bedy: schemes of grandeur and 


“Oppression can be formed to invade the pro- 
perty, as well as liberty, of their tellow-subjects 5 


which would, according to the .present estab- 
lishment, Le vain to undertake, when they are 
subject to an alteration, before their project 
could be ripened into practice and usurpation. 

‘As’ for any sudden and surprizing way of 


+ 
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censure; and the great diminution which all 
creations bring upon the king’s authority, is a 
sufficient defence ayainst the abusive employ- 
ment of that authority this way: For when the 
king makes peers, he makes perpetual oppo- 
nents of his will and power, if they shall think 
_ fit; which one consideration cannot but render 
frequent creations terrible to the crown. This 
Constitution has subsisted in spite of convul- 
sions and factions, without restraining or ‘re- 
pressing the extent of the legislative powers ; 
nor is it possible for any man, or assembly of 
men, to circumscribe their distinct authorities : 
No, they are to be left eternally at large; ‘and 
the safety of each part, and the good of the 
whole, are'to be the rules of their conduct: 
And as it is impossible to foresee all the circum- 
stances which must arise before them, there is 
no safe way but leaving them at large, as vigi- 
lant checks upon each other, unconfined, but 
by reason and justice. 

‘< If there was any outrage committed in the 
case of the twelve gentlemen, the peers should 
have then withstoud the receiving of them, or 
done what they thought fit at another season 
* for their satisfaction; and- not, when it is too 

late, instead of asserting their liberties, mediate 
their future security in unreasonable conces- 
‘sions from the crown, and discouragements 
upon the merits of the Commons :, and can the 
gentlemen in present power reasonably think, 
that the consuinmation of the English glory and 
merit, is to close and rest in their persons f 
“ After the Bill bas sufficiently provided for 
_ the ‘aristocracy over these dominions, it goes 
inty.a kind of ceconomy- and order among 
themiselves, which relates to their nobility and 
not totheir Peerage. We plain men and Com- 
moners will not dispute about any thing which 


we know to be merely trifling and ornamental ;. 


and if they will be satisfied with a power in 
them as peers, they shall be dukes, marquises, 
earls, or whatever other words they please, 


without our envy or opposition: But when we, 


come seriously to consider what we are going to 
do, we must take theliberty to be very jealous, 
at the last time, that it may be in our power to 
make a stand for eurselves and posterity ; and 
noblemen cannot blame commoners, who are 
- as shy in bestowing, as they are importunate in 
urging, the grant of such a power in themselves, 
which can be of no use or advantage ‘but to 
themselves: at the same time one cannot re- 
sist observing to them, that, with respect to the 
prerogative, the peerage of Scotland, and the 
rights of the whole body of the people of Great 
Britain, they cannot be more exorbitant in the 


use of this Bill, should it become a law, than in: 


the circumstances under which they send it to 


us for our concurrence; and it is not thirst of 


power, but moderation in the demands made of 
— it, which can recommend men to farther trust ; 
and FE cannot but apprehend that what is found- 

_ @d on usurpation, will be exerted in tyranny. 
“‘ [t isto be hoped, that this unreasonable Bill 
will be entirely rejected, since none can pretend 
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creation, That lies before the legislature for | 


to amend what is in its very nature incorrigible ; 
for it would be in vain to attempt a good su- 
perstructure, upon a foundation which deserves | 
nothing but jadigaaton and contempt. 

‘It 1s a melancholy consideration, that under 


‘the pressure of debts, the necessities of a war, 


the perplexities of trade, and the calamities of 


-the poor, the legislature should thus be taken 


up .and employed in schemes for the advance- 
ment of the power, pride, and luxury, of the 
rich and noble. It is true, this affair ought to 
be treated in a most solemn manner, by reason 
of the awful authority from whence it comes ; 
but we must not, on such occasious, be op- 
pressed by outward things, but look to the 
bottom of the matter betore us, divested of 
every thing that can divert us from seeing the . 
true reason of, what passes, and the pretensions 
towhat is asked. 

‘““Tfthis Bill is required for preventing the 
creation of occasional peers, why, at the same 
time, are 25 Scots, and-8 English, to be now 
made ? Is not thisthe same thing, as to say, 


if you will let us make so many this one time, 


under the sanction of a law, we will make no 
mere, for we shall have no occasion for any 
more? The latter end of this Bill seems to 
have some compassion towards the prerogative, 
and enacts something gracious towards the 


‘descendents of the sovereign, before the com- 


mencement of the Aristucracy, viz. * Provided 
“always nevertheless, That nothing in this act 
‘ contained, shall be taken or construed to lay 
‘any restraint upon the king’s majesty, his heirs 
‘or successors, from advancifg or promoting 
“any peer having vote and seat in parliament, 
“to any’ higher rank or degree of dignity or 
‘nobility ; nor from creating or making any 
‘of the princes of the blood peers of Great 
‘ Britain, or Lords of Parliament ; and such_ 
‘ princes of the blood, so ‘created, shall not be 
‘esteemed to be any part of the number to, 


‘which the peers of Great Britain are by this 


‘act restrained.’ This is the.grace and favour, — 
which; as soon as all their own posterity and 
accidents that could befall then, are provided 
for, is most bounteously bestowed on the 
children-of the royal family ; As this goodness 
is conferred on those of it, who are not yet 
intitled to that honour, it is to be presumed, 
that nothing vested in others of them will be 
assaulted ; but that whatever becomes of this 
Bill, their present estates, their then remain- 
ing estates, will be still inviolable. 

‘“‘ Since there is so full a House at this debate, 
I doubt not but it will infallibly end according _. 
to justice ; for I can never think the liberty of 
Great Britain in danger at such a meeting ; - 
but for my part, Iam against committing of 
this bill, because I think it would be committ- 
ing of sin.” | 

Mr. Pitt, member for Old Sarum, spoke next 


‘against the projectors of this Bill, whom he 


taxed with mean obsequiousness to foreigners, 
and with designs against the liberties of their 
countrymen. 


- Sir Wilfred Lawson, and Mr, Horatio Wal- 


e 


Cee ees 


~ had, when he was made a peer. 
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pole, who spoke on the same side, were an- 


, swered by colonel Moreton. 


Sir John Packington spoke as follows : 
Mr. Speaker: We have all the reason in the 
world to acknowledge the good intentions his 


Majesty has been pleased to express in his 


speech. for the good of his subjects and the 
liberty of our constitution ; but, in my opinion, 
his majesty is not rightly informed of the man- 
ner of making his subjects feel the effects of 
those gracious intentions; and in particular, 
the Bill now before us is a very improper re- 
turn toall the demonstrations of duty, zeal, and 
affection, which his faithful Commons have 
given since his majesty’s happy accession to 
the throne. When the king and his ministers 
thought fit to enter into a strict alliance with 
France, and thereby givethat ancient and al- 
most irreconcilable enemy of England, an op- 
portunity to retrieve the extreme low and des- 
perate condition of their affairs, the Commons 
did hot oppose those measures. When his 


majesty judged it necessary, either for the good 


of his subjects, or to secure some acquisitions 
in Germany; to declare war against Sweden, 
and to send strong squadrons into the Baltic, 
his faithful Commons readily provided for those 
great expences. When afterwards it was 
thought proper to deprive his majesty’s subjects 
of the beneficial trade to Spain, by declaring 
war against that crown, and sending a fleet into 


the Mediterranean to serve as ferry boats for the. 


emperor’s troops, the good natured Commons 
approved those wise counsels: After al] these 
and several other instances of obsequiousness 
and complaisance, which this House has shewn 
for the Ministers, it is matter of wonder we 
should, at last, be no better rewarded, than 
by a Bill, visibly calculated to exclude the 
Commons from titles of honour, and to raise 
the dignity and power of the peers. It seems 


-to have been the principal design of the minis- 


try, since the beginning of this reign in particu- 
Jar, to give one family the absolute disposal of 
all honours and favours. For my own part, I 
never desire to be a lord, but I have a son, 
who may one day have that ambition ; and I 
hope to leave him a better claim to it, thana 
certain great man (meaning general Stanhope) 
It is, indeed, 
an extraordmary and unexampled condescen- 
sion in his majesty, to part with so valdable a 
branch of. his royal prerogative, as is the he- 
stowing marks. of honour and distinction on 
such as have deserved them, by their eminent 
virtues and services to their king and country ; 
however, considering what equivalent is given 
by this bill to his majesty, no body will wonder 
at this concession, if it reached no farther than 
his majesty: but I hope this House will never 
concur in depriving of so bright a jewel of the 
crown, the prince, who, in his proper turn, is 
to wear it; and whoisso worthy of it by all the 
royal virtues that shine in his person; and 
which, during his regency, have gained him 
the hearts and affections of all true Englishmen. 
And if some persons have, through their indis- 


ee 
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cretion, occasioned an unhappy difference, I. 


am apprehensive, that if this Bill, so’ prejudi- 
cial to the rights of the presumptive heir, should 
pass into a law, it may render that division 
irreconcileable’; end therefore 1am against the 
committing this Bill. a | 

Mr. Hampden answered one of the most 
material objections against the Bill, viz. That 
it would give the peerage an aristucratical au- 
thority ; and endeavoured to shew on the con- 
trary, That the limiting the number of the 
peers would rather diminisb than increase their 


power and interest, since these were mainly © 


owing to the qonstant addition of riches which 
the peerage receives by the ennobling of wealthy. 
commoners’, | | 

Mr. Craggs spoke on the same side, and 
urged, That his majesty, since his accession to 
the throne, had had no other view than to 


rf 


procure the good and happiness of his snb-— 


jects and to secure their rights and liber- 
ties. That having, in his royal wisdom con- 


‘sidered the abuse ‘that was made, in’ the 


last reign, of that branch of the prerogative, 
relating to the creating of peers, which abuse 
had brought the liberties of Great Britain, and 
of all Europe, into imminent danger; his 
majesty through a condesagnsion worthy ofa 
prince truly magnanimous, had graciously been 
pleased to consent, that such bounds be set to 
that part of the prerogative, as may , prevent 
any exorbitant and dangerous exercise of it 
for the time to come: That it was only in the 
reigns of good princes, that legislators had op- 


portunities to remedy and amend the defects to | 


which all human institutions are subject; and, 
that, ifthe present occasion of rectifying that 


apparent flaw in our constitution were lost, it . 


might perhaps never be retrieved. 


Mr. Methuen answered Mr. Craggs, and 


shewed the danger of making alterations in the 
fundaments! laws and ancient constitution ; 
urging the comparison of a building, in which 
the removing one single stone from the founda- 
tion may endanger the whole edifice. 

Mr. Herne spoke on the same side, 

Mr. Lechmere owned, That he did not like 
this bill, as it was sent down to them, yet he 
did not doubt but it might be made a good 
one, provided the Lords would give the Com- 
mons au equivalent, and suffer them to share 
several privileges and advantages, which their 


lordships enjoy. Therefore he insisted.on the. 


committing of the bill, that they might make 
amendments to it; and ‘as to the objection, 


that it was dangerous to make any innovations 
in the constitution, he alledyed several in-. 


stances, particularly, the act tor limiting the 


Succession and the Act of Union, which, indeed | 


had altered, but, on the other hand, had rather 
improved and strengthened, than prejudiced 
the original constitution. ° , 


Mr. Robert Walpole next rose, and spoke as 
follows: = 


‘‘ Among the Romans, the wisest people 


upon earth, the. Temple of Fame was placed 


eon 
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behind the Temple of Virtue, to denote that 


‘there was no coming to the Temple of Fame, 


but through that of Virtue. Butif this Bill 


is passed into a law, one of the most power- 


ful incentives to virtue would be taken away, 
since there would be no arriving at honour, 
but through the winding-sheet of an old de- 
crepit lord, or the grave of an extinct noble 
family; a policy very different from that 


glorious and enlightened nation, who made it 


their pride to hold out to the world illustrious 
examples of merited elevation, 


¢ Patere honoris scirent ut cuncti viain.’ ° 


“Tt is very fur from my thonghts to depre- 
ciate the advantages, or detract from the re- 
spect due to illustrious birth; for though the 
philosopher may say with the poet, 


¢ Ft genus et proavos, et qua non facimus ipsi, 
¢ Vix ea nostra voco ;’ 


‘ 


yet the claim derived from that advantage, 
though fortuitous, is so generally and so justly 
conceded; that every endeavour to subvert 
the principle, would merit contempt and ab- 
horrence. But though illustrious birth ferms 
one undisputed title to pre-eminence, and 
superior consideration, yet surely it ought not 
to be the only one. The origin of high titles 
was derivcd trom the will of the sovereign to 
reward signal services, or conspicuous merit, 
by a recompence which, surviving to posterity, 
should display in all ages the virtues of the re- 
ceiver, and the gratitude of the donor. Is 
merit then so rarely discernible, or is gratitude 
so small a virtue in our days, that the one must 
be supposed to be its own reward, and the 


other limited to a barren display of impotent 


‘creased their power. 


good-will? Tad this bill originated with some 
noble peer of distinguished ancestry, it would 
have excited less surprize; a desire to exclude 
others from a participation of honcurs, is no 
novelty in persons of that class: ‘Quod ex 
“aliorum meritis sibi arrogant, id mihi ex meis 
€ascribi nolunt.’ 

‘+ But. it is matter of just surprise, that a bill 
of this nature should either have been pro- 
jected, or at least promoted by a gentleman *, 
who was, not long ago, seated amongst us, aud 
who, having got into the Ilouse of Peers, is now 
desirous to shut the door after him. 

“When great alterations in the constitution 
are to be made, the experiment should be tried 
for a short time before the proposed chance is 
finally carried into execution, lest it should 


produce evil instead of good; but in this case, 
when the billis once sanctioned by parliament, 


there can be no future hopes of redress, be- 
cause the upper House will always oppose the 
repeal of an act, which has so considerably in- 
The great unanimity 
with which this Bill has passed the Lords, 
ought to inspire some jealousy in the Com- 
mons ; for it ruust be obvious, that whatever 


the Lords gain, must be acquired at the loss of 
1 to rhemecentemathapmentbesteanis eater 


* Lord Stanhope. 


I 
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the Commons, and the diminution of the regal 
prerogative; and that in ail disputes between 
the Lords and Commons, when the House of 
Lords is immutable, the Commons must sooner 
or later, be obliged to recede. 

“The view of the’ ministry in framing this 
bill, is plainly nothing but to secure their power 
in the House of Lords, The principal argu- 
ment on which the necessity of it is founded, 
is drawn from the mischief occasioned by the 
creation of twelve peers, during the reign of 
queen Anne, for the purpose of carrying an in- 
famous Peace through the House of Lords; 
that was only a temporary measure, whereas, 
the mischief to be occasioned by this bill, will 
be perpetual. It creates 31 peers by authority | 
of parhament; so extraordinary a step cannot 
be supposed to be taken without some sinister 
design in future, The ministry want no ad- 
ditional strength in the’ House of Lords, for 
couducting the:common affairs of government, 
as is sufficiently proved by the unanimity with 
which they have carried through this bill. If, 
thercfore, they think it necessary to acquire 
additional strength, it must be done with views 
and intentiogs more extravagant and hostile to 
the constitution, than any which have yet been 
attempted. The bill itself is of a’ most insidi- 
ous and artful nature. The immediate creae 
tion of nine Scotch peers, and the reservation 
of six English peers for a necessary occasion, 
is of double use; to be ready for the House of 
Lords if wanted, and to engage three aimes the 
number in the House of Commons by hopes’ 


and promises. 


«To sanction this attempt, the king is in- | 
duced to affect to wave some part of his pre- 
rogative; but this 1s merely an ostensible re* 
nunciation, unfounded in fact, or reason. I 
am desirous to treat of all points relating to 
the private affairs of his majesty, with the ut- 
most tenderness and caution, but I should 
wish to ask the House, and I think I can anti- 
cipate the answer ; has any such question been | 
upon the tapis, asno man would forgive the 
authors, that should put them under the neces- 
sity of voting against either side ?* Are there 
any misfortunes, which every honest man se- 
cretly laments and bewails, and would think the’ 
last of mischiefs, should they ever become the 
subject of public and parliamentary conversa-" 
tions? Cannot numbers that hear me testify, 
from the solicitations and whispers they have 
met with, that: thete are men ready and 
determined to attempt these things if they 
had a prospect of success? If they have’ 
thought, but I hope they are mistaken in their’ 
opinion of the House, that ‘the chief obstacle’ 
would arise in the House of Lords, where 
they have always been tender upon per-’ 
sonal points, especially to any of their own 
body, does not this project enable them to 
carry any question through the House of Lords?’ 
Must not the twenty-five Scots Peers accept, — 


* He here probably alluded to the mtsunder-' 


standing between the king and prince of Wales. | 
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mpon any terms, or be for ever excluded ?, Or 
will not twenty-five be found in all Scotland 
that will? How great will the temptation be 
likewise to six English, to fill the present va- 


eancies? And shall we then, with our eyes. 


open, take this step, which I-cannot but look 
upon as the beginning of woe and confusion ; 
and shall we, under these apprehensions, break 
through the Union, and shut up the door of 
honour? It certainly will have that effect; 
nay, the very argument advanced in i<s sup- 
port, that it will add weight to the Commons, 
by keepin> the rich men there, admits that it 
will be an exclusion. 

‘¢ But we are told, that his majesty has vo- 
luntarily consented to this limitatinn of his pre- 
rogative. 
king have been deceived? Which if it is ever to 
be supposed, must be admitted ‘in this case. It 
is incontrovertible, that kings have been over- 
ruled by the importunity of their ministers to 
remove, or to take into administration, per- 
sons who are disagreeable to them. The cha- 


racter of the king furnishes us also a strong 


roof that he has been deceived ; for although 
it is a fact, that in Hanover, where he possesses 
absolute power, he never tyrannised over his 
subjects, or despotically exercised his authority, 
yet, can one instance be produced when he ever 
ave up a prerogative ? 


House of Lords, the greatest abuses ought to 


be first corrected. But what is the abuse, 
against which this bill so vehemently inveighs, 


and which itis intended to correct ? The abuse 
of the prerogative in- creating an occasional 
number of peers, is a prejudice only to the 
Lords, it can rarely be a prejudice to the Com- 
mons, but must generally be exercised in their 
favour ; and should it be argued, that in case 
ofa difference between the two Houses, the 
king may exercise that branch ef his preroga- 
tive, with a view to force the Commons to re- 
cede, we may reply, that upon a difference 
with the Commons, the king possesses his ne- 
gative, and the exercise of that negative would 
be less:culpable than making peers to screen 
himself. . 

“ But the strongest argument against the 
hill is, that it will not only be a discourage- 
ment to virtue and merit, but would endanger 


_ our excellent constitution ; for as .there is a 


due balance between the three branches of the 
legislature, it will destroy that balance, and 
consequently subvert the whole constitution, 


by causing one of the three powers, which are. 


now dependant on each other, to preponderate 
in the scale. The Crown is dependent upon 
the Commons by the power of granting money ; 
the Commons are dependent on the Crown by 
the power of dissolutiun: the Lords will now 
be made independent of both. | 

‘<The sixteen elective Scotch peers already 
admit themselvesto be adead court weight, 
yet the same sixteen are now to be made here- 


ditary, and nine added to their number. These 


twenty-five, under the influence of corrupt 
9 ‘ 


\ 
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It may be true; but may not the 


| 
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-ministers, may find their account in betraying 


their trust; the majority of the ,Lovds may 
also find their account in. supporting such mi- 
nisters; but the Commons, and the Commons 
only, must suffer for all, and be deprived of 
every advantage. Ifthe proposed measure de- 
stroys two negatives in the crown, it gives a 
negative to these twenty-five united, and con- 
fers a power, superior to that of the king him- 
self, on the head of a clan, who will have the 
power of recommending many. The Scotch 
commoners can have no other view in support- 
ing this measure, but the expected aggrandize- 
ment of their own chiefs. Jt will dissolve the 
allegiance of the Scotch peers who are not 
amongst the twenty-five, and who can never 
hope for the benefit of an election to be peers 
of parliament, and almost enact obedience 
from the sovereign to the betrayers of the con- 
stitution. aan 
“<The present view of the Bill is dangerous; 
the view to posterity, personal and unpardona- 
ble; it will make the Lords masters of the 
king, according to their own confession, when 
they admit, that a change of admihistration 
renders a new creation of peers necessary ; for’, 


by precluding the king from making peers in 


future, it at the same time precludes him from 
changing the present administration, who: will 


- . | naturally fill the vacanciés with their own crea- 
‘< Tf the constitution is to be amended in the 


tures; and the new peers will adhere to the 
first minister, with the same zeal and unani- 
mity as those created by Oxford adhered to 
him. oa : 7 

“‘ If when the parliament was made septen- 
nial, the power of dissolving it before the end 
of seven years had been wrested from the 
crown, would not such an alteration have added 
immense authority to the Commons? And yet, 
the prerogative of the crown in dissolving pare 
liaments, may be, and has been oftener abused, 
than the power of creating peers. 

‘* But it may be observed, that the king, for 
his own sake, will rarely make a great number 
of peers, for they, being usually created by the - 
influence of the first minister, soon become, 
upon a change of administration, a weight - ° 
against thecrown ; and had queen Anne lived, 
the truth of this observation would have been 
verified in the case of most of the twelve peers ° 
made by Oxford. Let me ask, however, is the 
abuse of any prerogative a sufficient reason for 
totally anmibilating that prerogative? Under 
that consideration, the power of dissolving par- 
liaments ought to betaken away, hecause that 
power has been more exercised, and more 
abused than any of the other prerogatives; yet 


‘in 1641, when the king had assented to a law 


that disabled him from proroguing or dissolving 
parliament, without the consent of both Houses, 
he was from that time under subjection to the 
parliament, and from thence followed all the. 
subsequent mischiefs, and his own destruction. 
It may also be asked, Whether the prerogative 
of making peace and war has never been 
abused ? I might here call to your recollection 
the Peace of Utrecht, and the present war with 


Spain. Yet who will presume to advise that 
the power of making war and peace, should be 
taken from the crown ? 

‘* How can the Lords expect the Commons 
to give their concurrence toa bill by which 
they and their posterity are to be for ever 


excluded from the peerage? How would they 


themselves receive a bill which should prevent 
a baron from being made a viscount, a_viscount 
an earl, an earl a marquis, and a marquis a 
duke? Would they consent to limit the number 
of any rank of peerage? Certainly none; un- 
less, perhaps, the dukes. If the pretence for 
this measure is, that it will tend to secure the 
freedom of parliament, I say that there are 
many other steps more important and less 
equivocal, such as the discontinuance of bribes 
and pensions. | 

‘¢ That this bil will secure the liberty of par- 
liament, I totally deny; it will secure a great 
preponderance to the peers; it will form them 
Into a compact impenetrable phalanx, by giv- 
ing them the power to exclude, in all cases of 
extinction and creation, all such persons from 
their body, who may be obnoxious to them. 
In the instances we have seen of their judg- 
ment in some late cases, sufficient marks of 


- partiality may be found to put us on our guard 


against the committing to them the power they 
would derive from this bill, of judging the right 


-of latent or dormant titles, when their verdict 


would be of such immense importance. If 
gentlemen will not be convinced by argument, 
at least, let them not shut their ears to the 
dreadful example of former times; let them 
recollect that the overweening disposition of the 
great barons, to aggrandize their own dignity, 
occasioned them to exclude the lesser barons, 
and to that circomstance may be fairly attri- 
buted the sanguinary wars which so long deso- 
lated the country.””* 
* The substance of this speech is collected 
from memorandums in sir Robert Walpole’s 
own hand writing, among lord Orford’s papers. 
-~See also, Onslow on Opposition, Correspon- 
dence, Period II.—Historical Register, 1719. 
—Chandler.” Coxe’s Walpole. | 
‘*‘ Mr. Walpole’s performance in this debate, 
I have heard, for L was not then come into par- 
liament, was-very great, and had as much of 
natural eloquence and of genius in it as had 
been heard by any of the audience within those 
walls, -His topics were popular, and made 
for those he hoped to bring over. He talked 
of the honours of peerage as the constitutional 
reward of great qualities and actions only, in 
the service of the commonwealth, and to be 
kept open for that purpose. That the usual 
path to the temple of honour had been through 
the temple of virtue; but by this bill it was now 
to be only through the sepulchre of a dead_an- 


cessor, without merit or fame. In this strain 


he bore down every thing before him, even 
against very able performances, by many very 
considerable persons who spoke on the other 
side of the question.” Speaker Onslow’s Re- 
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Mr. Aislabie, Chancellor of the Exchequer, * 


stood up next, and answeréd a material ob- 
jection that had been raised against the bill, 
viz, ‘ That it was dangerous to make any in- 
‘ novations in the constitution;’ and made it 
appear, thatseveral alterations had been made 
in the original constitution by Magna Charta, 
the Habeas Corpus Act, and several other laws 


made for the benefit of the subject ; and upon . 


the whole was for committing the bill. He 
was backed by serjeant Pengelly, but they: were 
opposed by 

Mr. Smith, who urged, That the. foundation 
of this bill being wrong and faulty, there was 
no room for amendments, and therefore he was 
against committing it. | | 

Mr. Hungerford, who brought up the rear, 
was for committing the bill. 

The Peerage Bill rejected by the Commons.] 
At about a quarter past eight in the evening, 
the question being put upon lord William Pau- 
let’s motion, the same was carried in the nega- 
tive, by a majority of 269 voices against 177, 
so that including the two tellers on each side, 
there Were 450 members in the House. - After 
this the prevailing party, to signalize their vic- 
tory, moved, and it was resolved without adi- 
vision, “ That the Bill be rejected.” — 


Lust of the Members who voted for and 
against the Peertge Bill.} Shortly after the 
rejection of this Bill there appeared the follow- 
ing | | 
List of the Members of the House of Com- 


mons, who voted for and against the PEER- ) 


AGE BIL. : 
7 For the Bill. 
Abercromby, Alex. Campbell, hon. J. sen. 
Aislabie, hon. John Campbell, hon. J. jun. 
Anstruther, sirJ. bt. ©‘ Campbell, Daniel 


Ashurst, sir Henry Carbery, lord 
Bailie, George Carpenter, lord 
Banks, Joseph Carter, Lawrence 
Bellaway, William Cartwright, Henry 
Bere, Thomas Caswal, sir George 
Bigg, John * Cater, John 

Biss, Stephen Chetwynd, Walter 
Birch, John Chetwynd, John 


Bladen, col. Martin Chetwynd, William 


‘Blackiston, Nathaniel Churchill, Joshua 


Clarke, sir Robert 


Bond, Dennis 
Clayton, William 


Boscawen, IIugh 


Boteler, John Cockburn, John 
Brace, John Thurloe Corbet, sir Robert 
Braddy!, Doddington  Craiggs, James, jun. 


Bradshaigh, sir R. bt. Daines, sir William 
Broughton, sir Bryan Darcy, bon. Conyers 
Brudenel, Hon. James | Deacle, John 

Bruere, George Delaval, George 
Buckingbam, Owen Dillington, sir Tris. bt, 
Burford, Earl of Docminique, Paul 
Cadogan, hon, Charles Douglas, hon. col. G. 
Campbell, sir James Douglas, William, jun, 


marks on sir Robert Walpole’s Conduct. See 
Coxe’s Walpole, vol. 2, p. 553, 4to Ed. 1798. 
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Elhiot, Edward 
Erle, ‘ Giles / 
Eyles, sir John 
Eyre, Giles _ 
Farrer, Witham. 
Ferguson, Alexander 


Fielding, hon: Wilham | 


Forbes, John 
Fowler, sir R. bt. 


‘ Gordon, sir Witliam bt, - 


i: ahme, hon. James 


~ Granby, trarquis of 


Grantham, Richard 
Greenville, Ricbard 
Gregory, George 
Grunstove, William 
Guidott, William 
Waidane, Patrick — 
Haida:ve, Mungo 
Halsey, Ediauad 
Humil‘on, lord A. 
Hampden, Richard 
Hardress, John 
Heathcote, sir G. kt. 
Heathcote, Jobn | 
Henley, John 
Hertford, ear? of 
Hildersden, Witham 
Hill, sir Roger, ke. 
ffoughton, sir H. bt. 
Hopkins, Edward 
Hoskins, sir H. bt. 
Hotham, sirCharles 
Hungerford, John 
Jenkins, Tobias 
Jennings, Philip 
Jessop, William 
Ingram, hon Arthur 
Engram, Arthur 
Jobnson, sir T. kt. 
Kelsall, Henry 
Ker, hon. William 
Knight, John 
Lechmere, Nicholas 
Leigh, John 


Lennard, sir Samuel, 


kt. and bt. 
Littleton, Thomas 
Lomax, Joshua 
London, John 
Long, col. Charles 
Lowe, Samuel 
Lowndes, William 
Lowther, sir William 
Mason, Charlies 
Maynard, Thomas 
Meyrick, Owen 


Micklethwrite, Joseph 


Middleton, John 
Miloer, James 
Miltoun, lord vise. 


Allanson, Charles 
Anstis, John 
Archer, Audrew 


Vou, VII. 


® 


Minshull, Edward 
Monro, Robert 
Montrath, earl of 
Moreton, M. Ducie 
Morgan, Anthony 
Morpeth, H. lord vise. 
Murray, lord Janes 
Negus, Francis 
Officy, Crew 
Onslow, Denzil 
Palmer, sir Thomas 
Papillon, Phili 
Pelham, hon. Henry 
Pelham, Thomas 
Pengelly, Thomas 
Philpot, Nicholas 
Piers, William 
Pigut, Robert 

Pitt, Thomas, jun, 
Plumer, Walter 


_Plumtree, John 


Powlett, lord Harry 
Powlett, lord William 
Powlett, Norton 


_ Pringle, Jobn 


Raymond, sir Robert 
Rebow, sirIsaac, kt. 
Rich, sir Robert 
Roberts, Gabriel - 
Samwell, sir Thomas — 


_ Seymour, lord Piercy 


Shannon, lord vise. ° 
Shute, J. Barrington 
Sloper, William 
Smith, Thomas - 
Stanhope, lord Philip 
Stanhope, Charles 
Stanhope, col. W. 
Stephens, Thomas 
Stewart, William 
Satton, hon. Richard 


— Yench, sir Fisher 


Thompson, William 
Treby, George 
Trelawney, Joha 
Trevanion, John 
Wade, George 
Wager, sir Charles 


Wallis, William — 


Wallop, John 
Warrander, sir G. bt. 
West, hon. John 
Westfaling, H. Rudhal 
Wheat, sir Thomas 
Whichcot, sir Francis 
White, Thomas | 
Whitmore, Wiliam 
Wittewrong-sir J. bt. 
Wills, Charles 


“Warsley, sir R: bt, 


Wide, Thomas 
Yonge, William 


. Against the Bill. 


Anstruther, Philip- 
Ashe, Edward 
Asbe, Wiliam 


- 
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erton, hon, William | 


Astley, sir Jacob 
Aylmer, lord 


1 Bacon, Waller 


Baker, George 
Bampfeld, sir Cop- 

pleston Warwick — 
Barrymore, earl of 
Basset, John 


Bathurst,. Benjamin 


Benumant, sir George 
Bertie, hon; James 
Bertie, hon. Henry 
Betts, ‘William 

Bland, sir John 
Blundill, sie Montague 
Booth, hon, Langham 
Bracebridge, Samuel 
Bramston, Fhomas 


Calthorpe, Reynolds 
Carew, sir William 
Carew, Nicholas 
Carteret, Lon. Edward 
Cartwright, Thomas 
Castlemain, lord vise; 
Chafin, George 
Chaplin, sir Robert 
Chiswel, Richard . 
Churchill, col.: Charles 
Clarke, Godfrey 
Clarke,George L.L.D. 
Clayton, William 
Cocks, James 
Codrington, Jobn 
Coffin, Richard 
Cotepeper, sir Thomas 
Colemore, William 
Compton, hon.Spencer 
Conyers, John 
Conyers, Thomas 
Cope, sir Jonathan,bt, 
Cope, sir John, kt. — 
Corance, Clement 
Corbet, Andrew 
Coryton, sir John 
Cotton,sir John Hynde 
Courtney, sir William 
Cowper, Spencer 
Cox, Charles 
Cross, sir Thomas 
Curzon, John 
D’aeth, Sir Thomas 
Davers, sir Robert 
Delaune, William . 
Denton. Alexander 
Desbouverie, sir E:iw. 
Devereux, hon. Price 
25 
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Digby, hon. John - 
Diston, Josiah 
Doddington, George 
Doddington, Geo. jun. 
Dowdeswell, William 
Drake, sir Fran. Henry 


. Drake, Mon. Gerrard 


Drax, Henry. 
Drew, Francis 
Ducane, Richard 
Eden, John 
Edgcomb, Richard 
Eltord, Jonathan 
Elwes, sir Harvey 
England, George 
Earnly, sir Edward 
Evelyn, George 


' Fane, hon. Jotm 


Bray, William Fernannagh, lord vise, 
Bridgeman,sir Orlando Finch, lurd 
Briggs, sir Humphrey Fleetwood, John 
Bristow, Robert Flemming, Richard 
Brittiffe, Robert Foreys Richard 

| Broderick, Thomas. oley, Thomas . 

| Bromley, William $+ Forrester, William | 
Bulkeley, sir Dewey  Franktand,Thomas~ - 
Bunbury, sir Henry Freeman, Ralph 
Butler, James Faller, Samuel Pargiter 
Calmady, Shilston Furnese, sir Robert 


Gibbon, Shilips 
Godolphin, Sidney 
Gadfrey, Peter 
Gongh, sir Richard, k¢ 
Gould, Nathaniel. 
Grevile, hon. D. 
Grosvenor, sir Richard 
Gwyn, Francis 
Hales, sir Thomas 
Hanmer, sir Thomas. 
Harvey, Edward 
Harvey, Daniel 
Hedworth, John 
Hellier, William 
Herbert, James 
Herne, Joseph =‘: 
Heron, Henry . 
Hervey, lord Carr. 
Heysham, Robert 
Heysham, William 
Hickman, sir W. be. 
Hill, Samuel 
FHilsborough, lord vise. 
Hobart, sir John 


. Honeywood, Robert — 


Hopkins, Joh@ 


_ Howe, sir Richard 


Hutcheson, Archibald 
Hyde, Robert a 
Janssen, sir Theodore 
Jefieries, Edward 
Jekyil, sir Joseph 
Ji eae sir T. Banks 
Jennings, sir Joha 
Jennings, James 


: Jordan, William 


Isham,sir Justinian, bf, - 


Kaye, sir Arthur, br. 
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Keymis, sir Charles, 
bart. 
Koight, William 
Kynaston, Corbet 
Lade, John 
Lambert, Edward 
Lawson, Gilfrid 
Lawson, sir Wilfrid 
- Lee, sir Thomas 
Leicester, sir Francis 
Leigh, hon. Charles 
Levinz, William 
Lewen, sir William 
Lewis, Thomas 
Lister, Thomas 
Long, sir James, bt.’ 
Longueville, Churles 
Lowther, James 
Lumley, hon. Henry 
utwyche, Thomas 
Masters, Thomas 
Mead, sir Nathaniel 
Medlicot, James . 
Methuen, Paul 
Mews, sir Peter 
Miller, Thomas 
Molineux, Samuel 
Monsvn, sir William 
Montague, James 
, Montgomery, John 
Morrice, Humphrey 
Muastyn, sir Roger, 
‘bart. 
Naylor, George 
Neville, Grey> 
| tic Willian | 
icholas, Edward 
Noble, Thomas 
Norris, sir John 
Norris, Edward 
Worth, hon. Dudley 
- Northey, sir Edward 
Northey, William 
Northmore, W. jun. 
Packer, Kobert 
Packington, sir John 
Paget, lord 
Palmer, sir Jeffery 
Palmer, Thomas 
Parker, sir Philip 
Paske, Thomas,L.L.D. 
Petoe, William 
itt, George 
Pitt, Robert 
Pit, Typmas 
Poulteney, William 
—— oe Morgan 
ashleigh, Philip 
Read, sir Thomas, bt. 
- Reynell, Richard 
Reynolds, James 
Rider, vir Barnham 
Roberts, John 
Rogers, Nathaniel 
Rogers, sir John, bt. 
Bolt, Edward 
Rowney, Thomas 


‘Scawen, sir Tho. kt. 


_ Townshend, hon. Hor. 


_ Turner, sir Charles, kt.” 


' Turner, Cholmondley 


Wyndham, sir W. bt. 
, Werk, John. 


Rudge, John — Frrst Proposat or rae Soura Sza Com- 
Sandford, sir.R. bt. PANY*® FOR REDUCING THE Punic Dzsts.] 
Sawbridge, Jacob Jan. 22,1720. TheCommons, in a grand coms 


mittee, took into consideration that part of his. 
majesty’s Speech at the opening of this session, 


Scott, James, jun. 
which relates to the Public Debts, and read the 


Seabright, sir T. Saun- 


ders Oe age cate ak ee Pe ee ee en eee ee 
* <6 The Suuth Sea Company owed its origin 


Selwyn, col. John hes ' 
Shepard, Samuel to a chimerical project, formed. hy Harley in 
Shippeo, William 1711, for the purpose of restoring public cree. 
Shuttleworth, Richard | dit, which had been greatly affected by the dis- 
Smelt, Leonard ‘toission of the Whig ministry, and of establish- 
Smithson, Hugh ing a fund for the discharge of the navy and 
Smith, John army debentures, and the other parts of the 
Smith, James floating debt, which amounted to 9,471,325/. ; 
Snell, Jolin and was afterwards increased to 10,000,000¢. 
Sondes, Edw. ld. visc. | With a view to settle a fund for paying the in- 


terest of 6 per cent. on these arrears, which 
amounted to the annual sum of 568,279/., all 
the duties upon wines, vinegar, tobacco, India 
goods, wrought silks, whale fins, and a few 
other duties, were rendered permanent. Jn 
order to allure the creditors with the hopes of 
advantages from a new commerce, the mono- 
poly of a trade'to the South Sea, or coast of 
Spanish America, was granted to a company 
| composed of the proprietors of this funded 
debt, which being incorporated by act of pare 
liament, took the appellation of the South 
Sea Company. The great advantages to be de- 
rived from this commerce, had been exaggerated 
from the time of our first voyages to Spanish 
America, in the reign of Elizabeth, and still 
farther increased by the reports of the bucca- 
neers. The considerable riches which France 
had brought from America, since the establish- 
ment of Philip the Fifth on the throne of Spain, 
had contributed to raise the sanguine expecta- 
tions of the British merchants: a ruinour, in- 
dustriously circulated, that four ports on the 
coast of Peru and Chili, were to ke ceded by 
Spain, inflamed the general ardour; the pros- 
pecc of exchanging gold, silver, and rich drugs 
for the manufactures of England, were plausi- 
ble allarements fur an enterprising and com- 
mercial nation; and the mines of Potosi and 


Stanwix, maj. gen. T. 
Steele, sir Richard, ke. 
Stephens, William 
Stepney, sir Thomas 
Stonehouse, sir J. bt. 
St. Quinton, sir W. | 
Strangeways, Thomas 
Stradling, sir Edward 
Strickland, sir W. bt. 
Swanton, Francis 
Talbot, John Ivory 
Thompson, sir W. 


Travers, Samuel 
Trenchard, George 
Tuffnell, Samuel 


Turner, sir Edward, 
Knt. 


Tyrconnel, J. lord vise. 
Tyrwhit, sir John, bt. 
Vauyhan, Richard 
Vernon, Thomas 
Vernon, Thomas | 
Urquhart, Alexander 
Walcot, Humphrey 
Walpole, Robert 
Walpole, Galfridus 


Walpole, Horatio Mexico, were to diffuse their inexbaustible 
Walter, sir John, bt, | stores through the medium of the new com- 
Ward, sir John pany. 


“The famous act of parliament, which in- 
corporated the subscribers of the debts, under 
the name of the governor and company of mer- 
chants of Great Britain trading to the South 
Seas and other parts of America, was called the 
earl of Oxford’s master piece, and cousidered 
by his panegyrists as the sure means of bring- 
ing an inexhaustible mine of riches into Enge 
land. But in fact this scheme was settled 
on a false foundation; for by the peace of 
Utrecht, Spain and the Indies being confirmed 
to Philip the Fifth, that monarch was too jea- 
lous to admit the English to a free trade in the 
South Sea, and instead of the advantageous 
commerce which Oxford had held forth, the 
company obtained only the Assiento contract, 
or the privilege of supplying the Spanish colo- 
nies of Amerjca with negroes for 30 years, with 


t 


Ward, William 
Weaver, John 
Webb, heut. general 
Jobn 
Wentworth, hon. Tho. 
Wentworth, Thomas 
Western, Thomas . 
Willoughby, hon. Fra. 
Wilmer, William 
Wilson, Daniel 
Windsor, hon. Dixey 
Worsley, James 
Wortley, hon. Edw. M. 
Wrightson, William 
Wykes, William 


Wynne, Thomas ~ 


é 


- 
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Account of those Debts, as they stood at the 
Bxchequer, at Michaelmas, 1719; as also a 
Proposal of the South Sea Company, towards 
the Redemption and Sinking of the said debts : 
which Proposal is as follows: 


To the honourable the Commons of Great 


Britain in Parliament assembled. 


_ The Corporation of the governor and com- 
pany of merchants of Great Britain, trading 
to the South Sea and other parts of America, 
and for encouraging the fishery, having under 
their consideration how they may be most ser- 
viceable to his majesty and his government ; 
and to. shew their zeal and readiness to concur 


a 


the permission of sending to Spanish America 
ao annual ship, limited both as to tonnage and 
value of cargo, of the profits of which the king 
of Spain reserved one fourth, and 5 per cent. 
on the other fourths. This disappointment was 
attempted to be counteracted by the declara- 
tion made by Oxford, that Spain had permitted 
two ships, in addition to the annual ship, to 
carry merchandize, during the first year to the 
northern coasts of Spanish America, and a 
pompous nomination of the several ports where 
the company had leave to trade, and settle fac- 
tories. But the grand benefits of this commerce 
were never realised. The first voyage of the 
annual ship was not made till 1717, and in the 
following year, the trade was suppressed by the 
rupture with Spain. Their effects, factories, 
and servants were seized and detained, notwith- 
standing the agreement in the Assiento, which 
allowed, in case of a rupture, 18 months for 
the removal of: their effects. 

- & Such was the state of the South Sea Com- 
pany, when the ministry, instead of attempting 
to lessen the national incumbrances, by the 
only just and successful means, a clear and in- 
violable sinking fund, adopted the visioflary 
schemes of projectors, and gave to the Com- 
pauy the power of fascinating the minds of the 
public, and spreading an infatuation similar to 
that which had recently involved France in a 
national bankruptcy. The grand point which 
government had in view, .was the reduction of 
the irredeemable annuities, created in the reigns 
of William and Anne, for a period of 89, 96, 
and 99 years, amounted nearly to 800,000/. per 
annum, as no effectual measures could be 
adopted to lessen the public debts, whilst these 
annuities remained irredeemable. ae 

‘In order to effect this liquidation, the-mi- 
nister accepted proposals from the South Sea 
Company, for reducing the debts to a redeem- 
able state:‘as the object of the ministers, who 
had previously and secretly arranged the scheme 


with the directors, was to surprise the House of |- 


Commons into the measure of granting this ex- 
tensive privilege to.the South Sea Company, 
and of preventing competition, they. enter- 
tained the most sanguine hopes of success, 
from the specious advantages, which they held 
forth to the public, as the necessary conse- 
quences.” Coxe’s Walpole, . 


‘in the great and honourable design of reducing. 


the National Debts, in such manner as may he’ 
consistent with, and for the support of parlia- 
mentary credit, do humbly apprehend, That 
if the Public Debts and Annuities mentioned in. 
the annexed Estimate were taken’ into, and 

made part of the capital stock of the said Com- 

pany, it would greatly contribute to that most 

desirable end ; which debts and annuities may _ 
be comprehended under the general heads fol- 

lowing, viz. | 


Annuities for Terms of Years. 


Annuities granted for 99 
years or 96 years, amount- | 
Ing to, per Ann. 667,7054, ee 
8s. 1d. which at 20 years 

_Purchase amounts to - - - .£.13,354,108 1 & 

Lottery 1710, remaining un- 
subscribed to the company 
about 40,670/. 8s. per an- 
num, which at 14 years 
purchase amounts to - - -, 

Annuities of 9/. per cent. 
amaqunting to 8,000/. per 
ann. at 24 years purchase, 

. amount t0---------- 


569,385. 12 @ 


1,134,000 0 0 


Total Value of the said 
Annuities---- £.15,057,493 18 & 


Dests Redeemable by Parliament. 


Total of the rate of 5l. per 
cent. per annum. ----- 
Total after the rate of 4/, per 
cent. per ann, ------- 


11,795,466 5 6% 
4,128,752 7 4 
Total of the said Redeem- 
able Debts - ~- .£.15,924,218 1210f 


Therefore they do humbly propose, That the 
said company may be permitted to inlarge their 
present capital, by takmg ip the:said annuities, 
and debts at any time or times until Lady-day 
1721, on the terms and conditions following ; 
ViZ. ' > ae * 3 
1. Thatthe said annuities be taken into the 
said company, either by purchase, or volun- 
tary subscription of the proprietors therenf, and 
without any shal orig on them, at such price 
and prices as shail be agreed between the 
company, and the proprietors of thése  annui- 
ties. ts SO | 
%. That for the annuities for 99 years, or 96 
years, for every frve pounds per annum taken 


-into the company, there be 54 perannum added 


to the company’s present annuity, and 100/. | 
to their capital stock, being after the rate of 20 
years purchase. a 
S. That the residue of lottery 1710 be esti- 
mated at 14 years purchase, -for the 23 years 
due on them from Michaelmas 1719 ; and that 
the. annuities of 9 per cent. per annum be also 
estimated-at 14 years purchase, for the 22 
years due on them from Christmas 1719; an 
there be an addition to the stock and annuity 


/ 
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of the company proportionably, viz. 701. stock, — 
and 3/. 10s. per annum, annuity, for every 5/. 


- perannum of those annuities which shall be 
taken into the company. | 

4. That she said redeemable debts. be like- 
wise taken into the said company, either by par- 
chase, subscription, or paying them off by the 
ssid company. 

5. That, for all the said redeemable debts, 
there be added 1001. to thecapital stock of tHe 
said company, for every 100/. so taken in by 
them : and the like annuity added to the com- 
pany’s present annuity as is now payable for 
the interest of those debts. ae 

‘ 6. That the company be allowed, for charges 
of management for their thus to be increased 
capital, so much as it now costs the government 
fyr the charges of paying, assigning, apd ac- 
eounting for, the said debts; or such g pruportion 
thereof as the sum which shall be taken in by 
the company shall bear to the whole of thase 
debts. ; 

.7. That the present annuities for the com- 

‘pany’s present capital, and the annuities for 
the thus to be increased capital, be continued, 
at the rates aforesaid, ull Midsummer 1797 ; 
and that, from and after shat ume, their then 
anbuity for their whole capital stock shall be 
actually reduced to 4 per cent. per annum, 
asd likewise be thenceforth redeemable by par- 
lament. 

8. That the company’s present and to be in- 
creased allowance,.for charges of manage- 
- ment, do continue till their capital be redeem- 
ed, as their present allowances for management 
are. 

9. That the awnuities to the company, for 
their thus to be increased capital, be paid them 
weekly, as their present annuities are; and 
be charged on the funds now appropriated to 


the said debts and annbities so taken into the. 


company. - 


10, That for the liberty of increasing theie 
capital stogk, as aforesaid, the company will 
give and pay into his majesty’s exchequer, for 
the service of the public, and to-be applied fer 
paying off the public debts provided for by par- 
iament before Christmas 1716, the sum of 
three millions and an half, by four equal quar- 
terly payments, whereof the first payment to be 
at Lady-Day 1721. 

11. That though thé company’s capital is pro- 
posed not to be redeemable until Midsummer 
1727, yet they do submit, that so much as shall 
arise by the sinking tunds before that time, may . 
(from and after paying off such part of the pub- | 
lic debts as may be redeemed within that ume, 
and which shall not be taken into the said com- 
pany) he applied at the end of every year, 
towards paying off, in even hundred thousand . 
pounds, that part of the company’s capital which 
carries 61. per cent. per annum. , 

42. The said company do farther subnnt, 
that for such of the present exchequer-bils, as 
the parliament shall con:inue, and for such new 
ones as they shall impower the lords of the trea~ 
sury to issue and circulate (witneut the sub- 
scription er contract of any persons or corpora 
tion) the company will he obliged (from and 
after Mivsummer 1720, until the redaction of 
the annuities for their whole capital, to 4 per 
cent. per ann. and nolonger) to pey such pro- 
portion of money and interest as shall be found 
necessary by the lords of the treasury, or trus-_ 
tees tu be appointed by them, to circulate the 
same, as the sum of one million sball bear te 
the total amount of such exchequer-bills : the . 
company having the like proportuien of the be- 
nefit of the interest which shall be saved oa such ° 
bills, during the time they shall be in the bands 
of any public officer, or in the exchequer, 

By order of the genera! court, 
' Joun Ferrows, Sub-Guvernor, 
e Cuanizs Jorz, Dep. Governor, 


ESTIMATE.—The particolars of the Government's Debts, proposed to be added to the. 


capital stock of the South-Sea Company, viz. 


aaa ar Annuities for 09 and 96 years. Prineipal Sums, 
- & 4d | 
124,866 0 O The 141. per cent. turned into Annuities for 90 years. 
15,663 13 6} Annuities for lives, ditto for 06 years. 
104,745.10 6} Ditto on 3,700/. per week excise. - +  * © Anp, for 99 years,. 
46,000 0 O On ditto 9 farther sum ditto. 7. = 8 9 ditto 
184,242 14 0 Tonnage and pouadage, &c. - es ee - 8 ditto 
72,187 10 O On sow wines, &c. - © se +e © 8 © ditto: 
'40,000 0 0 Overplus of annuity-funds,&c - 2 -+ © & ditto . . 
0,000.0 0 Oldsubsidy, - - 3 - - 4 © © @ ditto 
667,705 8 1 per ann. being the amount of the 99 and 96 years annus 
a ties, granted by several acts of parliament, from 1692 te / 
| _. ‘2708, at 20 year’s purchase, will make a principalsum sg, s,s 
of = ew ele ee 13,884,208 1 8 
81,000 0 O perann. annuities for 3% years, from Lady day, 1716, 
| computed at 14 years purchase, makes - 9 ' .= 1,884,009 @ 9O- 
per ann, the remainder of: the lottery 1710, net subscribed | 


, 40,6790 8 @ 


makes - 


to the South-Sea Compariy, cemputed 
‘ ° * 4. 


at 14 years, 
» " » - 8 ~~ 


§60,3385 12 0. 
vue nae Waren 


Garshigpeatenes " 
45,057,493 13 @ 


N 
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redeemable on‘the payment of the Principal Sums : 
under-mentioned, viz, | 


53. per cent. Annuities, 


Bank annuities at ane year’s notice 
Several lotteries without notice - 
Bankers annuities ditto - 
Lottery 1714, blank ditto - - ~- 
Treasurer of the navy for a deficiency to 

“Company - = = 2 2 & 


4%. per cent, Annuities, redeemable on the payment of the Principal Sums 


the South-Sea 


i ie 
: 1 
\ 


. £. s. ad. 
1,079,006 0 O 
8,875,986 9 6 
674,896 18 1 
1,055,990 0 0 


. 110,812 17 1% 


11,795,466 4 92 


underementioned, viz. 


ae rae s. a, 
Civil list lottery, Aono 1718 - - - - - 568,300 0 0 
Lottery 1714, prizes - - -.-+ = = 652,020 0 Q 
Deficiency of low wines and candles, 1716 - - 418,605 17 O 
Ditto of the funds ditto - *» $09,127 5 6% 
Canada bills - - + - + + «= © 24,195 18 2 
Army debts - - - - - © «© © 965,917 19 6 
Edward Clent, esq; army debenture - - - $58 7 1 
First lottery, 1719 - = = = = =  °§00,000 9~0 
Second lottery,1719. - - - = = = §00,000 0 O a ; 
| | 7 15,924,218 19 4g. 
Apstract of the Foregoing Depts. | . 
_ Redeemable Annual Sums. | Principal Sums. 
= 4 Sf. s. d. £: $s. ae 
The 5l. percent annuities - - - 589,775 6 8 ; 11,795,466 5 6% 
The 4/, per cent. annuities - - - 165,150 1 10 _ 4,128.752 7 4 
Unredeemable. | 
The 99 and 96 years annuities - = 667,785 8 1 at20years 13,854,108 10 § 
32 years:annuities from Lady-day, 1710 - 81,000 0 O atid4years 1,13:,000 0 QO 
Remainder of the lott. 1710, unsubscribed - 40,670 8 O at 14 years 569,385 12 O 


1,544,299 4 2 


This Proposal coming short of what was 
expected, and the friends of the Bank of Eng- 
land baving represented, in behalf of this last 
corporation, the great and eminent services 
they had done to tbe government, in the mnust 
dificult times, and which deserved, at least, 
That if any advantage was to be made by any 
public bargains, they should be preferred beture 
a company that had never done any thing for 
the nation, the farther considerati-n of tha: 
important affair was put eff, ull the 27th. 


First Proposat or 708 Bang or Enciann 

_ for reducing the Pupiic Dests.| Jau.27. The 
Cominons, m a grand comn~Ntee, cousideres 

further of the Pablic Debts; and the Bank ot 

England having laid ther Proposttim. before the 

committees, whereby it appeared. that they of 

fered about two millions §.erime more to the 

goverament, ia fess time than the South-Sea 

Company had done, it was thought fit to give 

the said Compeny sofie time to consider tar- 


_ ther on that matter; which was thereupon pat | 


of ‘ull the tet of February. The said Propo- 
sal of the Bank af Hogtand is as faitews 


$U,981,712 6 6% 


Joun Ferrows, Sub-Governor, 
Cuarzes Jcve, Dep. Governor, 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great- 
Britain in Parliament assembled.—The. 

_ humble Proposal of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England. | 


1. That in case they may have a power 
zranted to them by parhament to purchase or 
take in, by way of sabscripnion, the several 
Excl: quer-annuities, of 99 and 96 years, come 
movly called the Long Anuuities; and amount- 
ing togetner te the sem of 667,000é per annum ~ 


-or thereabouts, from the several proprietors of 


the said annunies, in such manner as the said 
propnetors svall voluntarily agree, and at any 
ume before the @4th day of June 1721. 

And also, that they may have added to the 
present capital stock of the said governor and - 
rompeny, such a principal sum as all the said 
annuities do amoum to, being computed at the: 
raté of twenty year’s purchise, which will be 
18,854.000¢. or thereabouta. 7 

Avd that the several funds granted for pay- 


ment of the said annuities, may be charged 


with the payment-ef an interest at the rate of 


Si. per cent, per annum, payable .weekly, on 
the said principal sums, or so much thereof as 
shall be purchased or taken in by the said go- 
vernor and company, before the said 24th day 
ef June 1721. 4 : 

That then, and in such case, the said go- 
vernor and company are willing to advance 
and pay, for the use of the public, three years 
purchase on every annuity (that is to say) 15/. 
per cent. on every 100/. so to be computed as 
aforesaid, as the said governor and company 
shall purchase or take in by subscription, in 
such manner and within the time as before- 
mentioned; which, if the whole purchase be 
completed, will amount to 2,003,000/. or.there- 
abouts. | 

2. It is proposed, that in case the said go- 
vernor and company may have the like power 
granted by parliament, to putchase (in the same 


manner, and within the same time, as is men- 


tioned in the aforesaid proposition) or take in, 
by subscription, the several annuities granted 
for 32 years, that is to say, the fund of 9/. per 
cent. per annum, and the remainder of the 
lottery. 1710, which being cumputed at 14 
years purchase, will amount to 1,700,000/. or 
thereabouts. 

And also that a sum of 1,700,000/. be added 
to the present capital stock of the said gover- 
nor and company, that the funds granted for 
payment of the said annuities be charged with 
an annual interest at the rate of 5/. per cent. 
per ann. payable weekly on the said principal 
* gum of 1,700,000/. or so much thereof as shall 
be purchased, or taken in by subscription, be- 
fore the said 24th day of June 1721. 

That then, and in such case, the said gover- 
mor and company are willing to advance and 
pay, for the use of the public, three years pur- 
chase on every such annuity to be purchased, 
or taken in by subscription, in the same man- 
ner, and within the limited time, before-men- 
tioned; which three year’s purchase (if the 
whole be completed) will amount to the sum of 
3$64,500/. or thereabouts. i 

3. It is proposed, That. in case the said 
governor and company may have power to pay 
off, or to purchase, or to take in by subscrip- 
tion the several debts. here under specified, 
which are commonly: called the redeemable 
debts, and which may amount to the sum of 
15,900,0001. principal, or thereabouts. 
|. Aud that a sum of 15,900,000/. be added to 
the present capital stock. of the said governor 
_ and company. - 

And also, That the said several funds be 
eharged with an annual - interest, payable 
weekly, at the same rate as the public now 
pays to the several proprietors, which said an- 
nual interest, at the several rates of 51. per 
cent. and 4/. per cent. now paid, amount to 
-the sum of 574,900/. or thereabouts. 


That then, and in such case, the said go- 


vernor and company will advance and pay for 
the use ‘of the public, at the rate of 20/. per 
- .cent. which upon the said principal will amount 
to 3,180,000/, or thereabouts, the same to be 


N 
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payable in such manner as shall be. thought . 


wnost agreeable to the public service. 
Note, The particular funds referred to in the 


abovesaid proposition of redeemable debts are ° 


these, several lotteries: bankers annuities ; 


blanks in lottery 1714; navy deficiency; ane. 


Bank annuities; amount to 11,795,000/. or 
thereabouts, at 5/, per cent. per ann. interest. 
This last at a year’s notice.—Civil list lot- 
tery; prizes in lottery 1714; deficiencies on 
low wines, &c. Ditto on funds; Canada bills ; 
army debts and debentures; istand 2d lottery 
1719; amount to 4,128,000/. or thereabouts, 


at 4/, per cent, per annum interest, 


4. It is proposed, That all the said sums 


mentioned in the three foregoing propositions, © 


to be purchased, or taken in by subscription, or 
otherwise, and made part of, and added to, the 


capital stock of the said governor and company, 


which in case all the several annuities be pur- 


chased, will amount in the whole to the sum of - 


30,954,000/. or thereabouts, mav be made re- 


deemable by parliament, from and after the 


24th day of June, 1724, and in sums not less 
than 1,000,000/, at any time. 
5. It is proposed, 


the public, may be applied to that part of the 
discharge of the fund of the Bank, that stands 


Dow redeemable at one year’s notice, - 


6. It is proposed, That whatsoéver may arise 
by the surplus of the funds, commonly called 
the sinking funds, may be every half year ap- 
plied to the paying off any of the, 5d. per cent. 
funds, that’ shall be purchased by virtue of this 
proposal, or made part of the capital stock of the 
Bank if this honourablé House shall think fit. 

7. It is proposed, That the said governor and 


company are willing to undertake to circulate 


the present 800,000/. in exchequer-bills, that 
now remain in the exchequer, upon the said 
terms as the governor and company have agreed 
with the lords commissioners of the treasury, 
for circulating the said bills this present year, 
and for so long time as this honourable House 


shall think fit, not exceeding four years. 


Note, The terms at present for circulating the 
said 800,000/. is at the rate of half per cent. 
which amounts to 4,000/. per annum. . 

8. It is proposed, That the said governor and 


‘company may bave an increase of a propor 


tionable allowance for charges and manage- 
ment. . 

9. It is proposed, That the said new addi- 
tional stock, as well as the capital stock of the 


said governor and company, may continue free | 


and exempt from all parliamentary taxes and 
impositions whatsoever, and that they may en- 
joy the same powers and privileges that are al- 


ready granted to them, with anaddition ofsuch. 


farther powers and privileges, as this honourable 
House shall think necessary for carrying on so 
great an undertaking. , » 
10. That whereas there is at present ne trans- 
fer or stamp-duties payable on the 54 and 44 
per cent, redeemable funds, nor any transfer 


duties on any of the annuities, it is proposed, - 


Fé 


hat all the several sums 
that shall accrue by this proposal to the use of - 


- 
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That the transfers of the said additional gtock 
amay be exempted from all stamp-duties, taxes 
or transfers. — 
11. And whereas, in the aforesaid proposi- 
tion, a certain sum or stock is mentioned 
to be added to the present capital of the Bank, 
in order to enable tbem to purchase the Long 
-Annuities; the said governor and company do, 
‘by way of explanation, farther offer to this ho- 
-nourable House, that they are content, in case 
all the said aunuities are not purchased, or 
taken in by subscription, within the limited time 
‘aforesaid, that then, and in sach case, a pro- 
portionable part of the said stock shall be an- 
nihilated. . | 
By. order of the general court ofthe governor 
and company of the bank of England, | 
Jan. 27,1719. Davin re Gros, Secretary. 


‘ Sxconp Proposat oF THE SouTH-SEa Com- 


PANY, FOR REDUCING THE Pustic Desrs.| 
Feb, 1. The Commons, in a committee of the 
whole House, took into consideration that part 
of the king’s Speech which relates to the Public 
Debts; as also the second Proposals, both of 
the South-Sea Company, and of the Bank of 
England, which are as follows: 


To the honourable the Commons of Great- Bri- 
- , tain in Parliament assembled. __ 
The corporation of the governors and compa- 

ny of merchants trading to the South-Sens, and 
other parts of America, and for encouraging the 
fishery, having, on the 27th of January last, pre- 
sented their humble Proposal to this honourable 
House, for enlarging the capital stock of the 
said company, by taking thereinto the several 
annuities and public debts therein mentioned, 
on the terms and conditions in the said Propo- 
sal also mentioned; in which Proposal such ad- 
vantages were offered to the public, as the said 
corporation did humbly hope ‘would have been 
to the intire satisfaction of this honourable 
House, and most conducive to the certain dis- 
charging and paying off the whole debt of the 
Nation, and to which Proposal they humbly 
crave leave to refer. But thé governors 
and company of the Bank of England, having 
the same day also delivered.a Proposal to this 
hooourable House, for enlarging their capital 
stock, by taking in the same annuities and debts, 
on the terms and cunditions in their Proposal 
_ also mentioned. 

. This corporation therefore, farther to mani- 
fest their zeal and earnest desire to contribute 
their utmost to the reducing and paying off the 
public debts, crave leave to offer the following 
explanations and amendments to their said Pro- 

al. 

_ 4. As to the 6th article of their said former 
Proposal, wherein they havefhumbly desired to 
be allowed for charges of management, for their 
_ to be increased capital, so much. as it now costs 

_ the government for charges of paying, assigning, 
and accompting for the said debts, or such pro- 

ortion thereof, as the sumo which shall be taken 
an by the company shall bear to the whole of 


‘hose debts, 


.. They now offer, by way of explanation of 
that article, that the allowances therein men- 
tioned, are not to exceed a proportion to the 
allowance they have now, by act of parliament, 
on their present capital for that purpose. 

2. That whereas in the 7th article of their 
said Proposal it is mentioned, that the annuities 
for the company’s present and to be increased 
capital, be continued at the rates therein me- 


tioned till Midsammer 1727. , And that from — 


and after that time their then annuity on their 
whole capital shall be actually reduced to 42. 
per cent. per annum, and likewise be from 


thenceforth redeemable by parliament ; 
They do humbly offer, that if this honourable 


House do think it more for the interest of the 


public, that in lieu of the said 7th article, all - 


the sums to be taken into the company’s capi- 
tal, in pursuance of their Proposal, shall be ree 
deemable by parliament, from and after Mid- 
summer 1724, in sums not less than 500,0008, 
ata time, they doconsent thereto. : 


3. And whereas by the 10th article of their 
said former Proposal, they offered, for the lie 


berty of increasing their capital. stock, as is 
therein aforesaid, that they would give and 
pay into his majesty’s exchequer, for the ser- 
vice of the public, the sum of $3,500,000. 
They now humbly offer, that over and above 
the said 3,500,000/. they will farther give and 


‘pay ioto his majesty’s exchequer, for the use 


of the public, by four equal quarterly pays 
ments, on the days mentioned in their said 
former proposal, 500,000/.. more, certain, and 
also upon all the said anouities for certain 
terms of years, which this company shall take 
into their capital stock, before the ist of 
March, 1721, ater the rate of four years and 
half purchase, by four, quarterly payments, 
which if all the said annuities. be taken into 
the said company, will amount to the sum of 
$,567,503/. or thereabouts; to which being 
added the said 3,500,000/. and the said farther 


sum of 500,000/. will amount in the whole to — 


the sum of 7,567,500. or thereabouts. 

4. That whereas in the 11th article of their 
former proposal, they did submit, that so much 
as shall arise by the Sinking Fund before ‘Mid- 


summer, 1727, may, from and after paying off 


such part of the public debts, as may be re- 


deemed within that. time, and which shall not . 


be taken in this company, be applied at the 
end of every year towards paying off, in even 
100,000/, that part of the company’s capital 


‘which carries 5/. per cent. per annum. | 


They do humbly offer, in lieu therereof, that 
if this honourable House think fit to make 
their to be increased capital redeemable at 
Midsummer, 1724, that the said Sinking Fund 
may, until that time, be applied, balf yearly, 
to the paying off that part of the company’s 
capital, which is to carry 5/. per cent per an« 
num. - . -_ 
5. Aso the 12th article of this company’s 
former proposal, relating to the circulating of 
1,000,000/. in exchequer bills gratis, and likee 


wise paying the interest for that million, so as 


~ 


‘ ~~ 


639] PARL. HISTORY, 6 Gronox 3, 1720. The South Sea Bill brought 4. [O48 


no other exchequer bills be issued than what 
shall be circulated by the credit of the ex- 
chequer, without the aid of subscription or 
‘eontract. bs 

~6. And lastly, That this bonourable House 
' may be fully satisfied of the sincere intentions 
of this company, to use their best endeavours 
to take io all the said annuities for 99 and 
96 years, which amount to 667,705/. 8s. 1d. 
per annum. This company do farther humbly 
offer to give and pay iato his majesty’s exche- 
quer, for the service of the public, by four 
equal quarterly payments, one year’s purchase 
upon all such of those annuities as shal! happen 
mat to come into the said company’s capital, 
within the time aforesaid. 7 

And whereas this company is very sensible, 


‘that the prosperity of the nation doth greatly | 


depend. upon the discharging the public 
debts, a motive, which induced them tv make 
the first propositions of this public and beneficial 
mature, theydo humbl ysubmit these explanations 
and amendments to this honeurable House, flat- 
’ gering themselves, that that readiness and cheer- 
fulaess that engaged them so such earlier than 
any other society, to endeavour to reduce that 
great debt, under which this nation is op- 
pressed, will intitle them to the favour and 
ence of this House, since they are wilking, 
and do hereby declare, they ase ready to un- 
dertake this. great work upon whatever terms 
gaay be-offered by any other company. 
By order of. the general court, | 
Joun FEei.ows, Sub-Governor. 
Feb. 1, 1719. Cuanves Joye, Dep. Governor. 


Tue Seconp Proposat oF THE Bank OF ENnc- 
LAND, FOR REDUCING THE Pustic Dests.}] The 
second Proposal of the Bank of England is as 
follows : — 

The Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England do humbly offer the following Ex- 
planation of the Proposal they delivered to this 

bonourable Committee, the 27th of January last. 
' 1. Whereas in the 3d proposition it was 
computed, that the redeemable debts at 51. 
and 4/. per cent per annum, would amount to 
15,900,0007. or thereabouts, for which they 
Offered 20/1, per cent. | 

They now find that several of the said 

deBts do arise to a very considerable sum 
more than was ealculated, and will conse- 
quently increase the total sum of this offer. 
_ As for instance, If the said debte do armount 

to 600,000/. more, in such case, the total of 
their offer will be $,800,000/. upon that head. 

2. Whereas they say, in their 5th proposi- 
tien, that all the several sums that shall accrue 
by their propdsal to the use af the public, may 
be applied to the discharge of that part of the 
fund of the Bank, that stands now redeemable 
at one year’s notice, their meaning is, that 
what shall remain over and above sufficient for 
the discharge of that fund, may be applied to 
the diwcharge of any of the funds of 5/. per 
sty to be purchased by virtue of this pro- 
posal, . , . 


S. In the 11th proposition, where thdy men- ~ 
tivun the long annuities, they mean_as well 
those for $2 years as the longer terms. <s 

4. And whereas in the ist and 2nd prapo- 
sitions, it is implied, that the three years pur- 
chase offered to the public, is not to be paid 
on such of the annnuities ag shall not be taken 
m or agreed for, the said governer end coin- 
pany beg leave to observe to this honourable 
committee, that they have good reason to 
believe they shall be able to accomplish this 
undertaking. | 

However, that no doubt may remain of - 
their sincere intentions, they are content to be: 
obliged to offer to the several proprietors of 
the annuities to 96 and 99 years, 1,Z00/. bank 
stock, for every 1002. per annum, who shall 
voluntarily agree for the same, on.or before 
the 25th of June, 1720, and the like proportion 
for the remainder of the shorter terms. a 

And whereas in the 4th proposition, the 
said governor and company do offer to have 
the several funds to be now purchased, re- 
deemable on the 24th of June, 1724, they de 
submit to the honourable committee this alter- 
native, that the said funds be actually reduced 
to 41. per cent. on the 24th of Juné 1727, and 
to be thenceforth redeemable by Parliament. — 

By order of the general court of the govere 
nor and company of the Bank of England. 
Feb. 1,1719. Davin Lz Gros, Secretary. 


The Commons resolve to accept the Proposals - 
of the South Sea Company.} These two differe 
ent Schemes occasioned a debate, in which 
Mr. Robert Walpole was the chief person who 
stood up for the Bank ; but Mr. Aislaby, chane 
cellor of the Exchequer, made it appear that 
the ci big of the South Sea Company were 
more advantageous to the public; and it was 
at last resolved, ‘‘ That the Proposals made by 
the South Séa Company be accepted. : 


The Souru Sea Bixu brought into the Hous¢ 
of Commons.] This Resolution being the nex 
day reported, was agreed to by the House, ang - 
a Bill was ordered to be braught in thereupon. 


Feb. 3. The Commons, in a grand conymit« 
tee, considered again of the Proposal of the 
South Sea Company, and, after some debate, 
resolyed,; that-the seventh Article of the first 
Proposal of the South Sea Company, vis 
‘“ That the present annuities for the company’s 
present capital, and the annuities for the com- 


| pany’s to be increased capital, be coftinued at 


the rates therein mentioned untal Midsummet 
1727, and that from and after that time, their 
then annuity-for the whole capital shall be ac+ 
tually reduced to 4/. per cent. per annem, and 
likewise be thenceforth redeemable by parliee _ 
ment)” be aceepted: which Resolution being 
the next day reported, was agreed to by thé 
House; aed it was ordered, that a clause or 
clauses pursuant to the said Resolution, be 
added to the Bill to be brought in on the forme# 


-Reselutiong = — | 
, Feb,.15. The Commons, in a committee of 


‘ 
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the whole House on the Supply, came to a Re- 
solution, which was the next day reported by 
Mr. Farrer, and with several amendments, 
agreed to by the Honse, as follows, viz, ‘ That 
in order to lessen the Debts of this nation, a 
power be given to the commissioners of his 
‘ majesty’s treasury or the high treasurer for 
the ume being, at any times within one 
year, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of parliament, and by such pro- 
portions at a time as he or they shall find 
to be most for the advantage of the public, 
to make forth, or cause to be made forth, at 
the Exchequer, any number of new Exchequer 
bills, so as all the principal sums to be contained 
therein, do not, in the whole, exceed one mil- 
lion (over and above the Exchequer bills men- 
tioned m the proposition of the South Sea 
Company, accepted by the House ;) and that 
the said new Exchequer bills may hear an in- 
terest not exceeding the rate of 3/. per cent. 
per ann. and that as well the money which was 
advanced by the South Sea Company for their 
additional stock, hy means of the late subscrip- 
tions towards redeeming the luttery annuities of 
the year 1710, and doth now remain in the Ex- 
" chequer ; as also the surplus monies arising 
quarterly upon the several funds, called the 
Aggregate Fund, and the fund of the South Sea 
Company, and of the revenues charged with 
the fund, called the General Yearly Fund, as also 
the. overplus of the. same general fund, when 
such overplus shall happen (after the sum of 
520,000/. according to an act of the fifth year 
of his majesty’s reign, shall be applied for dis- 
ebharging and cancelling such Exchequer bills 
as are therein mentioned) be made a fund or 
security for answering all demands of principal 
and interest, upon the snid new Exchequer bills, 


which shall be authorized to be made forth as- 


aforesaid, and that the said commissioners of 
the treasury, or high-treasurer for the time 
being, be also impowered to issue the said new 
Exchequer bills, by way of loan or advance, to 
the corporation of the governor and company 
of merchants of Great Britain trading to the 
South Sea and other parts of America, and for 
encouraging the fishery, or to some person or 
persons in trust for them, -the said corpora- 
tion giving security upon their present, or to be 
increased annuity, or weekly payment out of 
the Exchequer, for the payment of the principal 
sums so lent, with an interest not exceeding the 
rate of 5/. per cent. per annum, taking care 
that upon repayment of the said principal, the 
same, with the interest accruing thereupon, be 
teplaced in the Exchequer upon the same funds 
or heads of remains there, from which the said 
principal shall have been taken, and be applied 
towards discharging national debts and incum- 
brances, incurred before the 25th of December 
1716, according to such act or acts of parliament 
as shal) be made in that behalf, and not other- 
wise; and that a just account may be made to 
the public of the monies so employed, and the 
increase thereof:” And a Bill was ordered to 
be brought in upon the gaid Resolution. . 
Vou. VIL - 


land.*] 


-Honse of Peers in Ireland, 


Feb. 17. In a grand committee on ways and 
means for raising the Supply, it was resolved, 
* [bat such of the duties and revenues fur an- 
swering the respective annuities or payments 
which shal] become payable to the South Sea 
Company, pursuant to their Proposalsaccepted - 
by this House, as are now temporary, be made 
perpetual, subject nevertheless to redemption 
by parliament, accerding to the tenor of the 
said Proposals :” Which Resolution was the 
next day reported and agreed to by the House, 
and a clause was ordered to be brought in there- 
upon, and inserted in the bill relating to the 
Public Debts. 7 , 


A Btil for securing the Dependency of Ire- 
Feb. 22. A Bill iyutuled, ‘An Act 
‘for the better securing the Dependency of 
Se a 
' * “During this session, a Bill, for better 
securing the dependency of Irelagd upon the 
crown of Great Britain, passed bath Houses. 
This bill took its rise, from an appeal to the 
House of Peers in England, by Maurice An- 
nesley, against a decree of the House of Peers — 
in Ireland: which the British House of Peers 
received, and ordered the barons of the ex- 
chequer in Ireland to cause Mr. Annesley to 
be forthwith put in possession of certain lands ' 
in the county of Kildare, of which he had 
heen dispossessed by virtue of a decree of the 
Pursuant to this 
order, the barons of the exchequer in that king-. 
dom, issued out an injunction to, Alexander 
Burrows, sheriff of the county of Kildare, and 
set several fines upon him, for refusing to put 
it in execution; which the House of Peers 
in Ireland discharged, and-voted, that Jeffery 
Gilbert, lord chief baron of the exchequer, 
John Pocklington, and sir John St. Leger, the 
otber barons, of the exchequer in Ireland, had 
acted in manifest derogation to the king’s pre- 
rogative, in his high court of parliament in 
Treland, as also of the rights and privileges of 
this kingdom, and of the parliament thereof. 
These barons were also ordered to be taken 
into custody of the usher of the black rod. 
‘The House, of Peers in Ireland drew up a 
long representation to be transmitted to the 
king, setting forth their right to the final ju- 
dicature of causes in that kingdom; and the 
duke of Leeds, ind protest against a vote passed 
in the House of Peers in England, gave fifteen 
reasons to support the claim of the House of | 
Peers in Ireland. Butthe House of Lords in 
England resolved, ‘ That the barons of the ex- 


chequer ino Ireland had acted with courage | 


according to law, in support of his majesty’s 
prerogative, and with fidelity to the crown of 
Great Britain ;’? and ordered an Address to- 
the king, ‘ for conferring on them some marks 
of his royal favour as may be a recompence 
for the ill usage they have received, by. being 
unjustly censured, and illegally imprisoned for 
doing their duty.’ Then it was that the Bill 
for securing the Dependency of Ireland wag 
brought in.” Tindal, - 
3T i 
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¢the kingdom of freland upon the crown of 
‘Great Britain ;’ was read a third time in the 
House of Lords, passed and carried down to 
the Commons. 

March 4. The said Bill was read a second 
time; and a motion being made for committing 
it to a committee of the whole House, it oc- 
casioned a debate. Mr. Pitt first spoke against 
the Bill, saying, It seemed calculated for no 
other purpose than to increase the power of 
_ the British House of'Peers, which in his opi- 
tion, was already but too great. He was se- 
_ conded by Mr. Walter Plummer, who excepted 
against the preamble of the bill, as incoherent 
with the enacting part, which was partly owned 
‘by sir Josepty Jekyil, who, in the main, spoke 
for the dill. Mr. Hungerford, on the contrary 
side, endeavoured to shew, that Ireland was 
ever independent, with respect to courts of 
judicature: And he was supported by the 
lord Molesworth, the lord Tyrconnel, and some 
other members: But Mr. Philip Yorke, having 
backed sir Joseph Jekyli: and the question 
beifg put upon the motion, it was carried in 
the affirmative, by 140 against 83, and su the 
bill was committed to a committee of the whole 
House ; and was passed on the 26th. * 


* “© About this*time a misunderstanding 
happened between Mr. Lechmere, attorney- 
general, and sir William Thompson, solicifor- 
general, which was‘carried so far in a grand 


-committee of the Commons, the 16th of March, 


that sir William charged Mr. Lechmere with 
breach of his oath, trust, and duty, as a privy- 
-eounsellor; urging, ‘ that he acted as counsel, 
and received sums of money for bis advice, in 
Matters to him referred by the privy council, 

as attorney general.’ After this, be proceeded 

to the reading of several reports, made either 
by the attortiey general or himself, but was in- 

terrupted by Mr. Craggs, who said, * They 
“were not tliere to examine, who was the best 
lawyer; but that, a heavy accusation having 

been raised against a gentleman of distinguished 
merit, and in very eminent stations, it was in- 
cumbent upon the accuser to produce clear 
evidence to make good his charge.’ Upon this, 
Mr. Lechmere stood up in his own defence, 
. and said,‘ he had the honour to be ‘a privy 
counsellor chancellor of the duchy, attorney ge- 
neral, a member of that House, and a gentleman ; 
and therefore such a heinous accusation could 
uot but fall the heavier npon him: That he 
owned himself lable to a great many human 
_ frailties and imperfections; but as his con- 
science intirely acquitted him of the crimes laid 
his charge, so he defied all the world, and 
' the worst of his enemies, to prove him guilty 
of corruption or unwarrantable practices: That 
though he ‘was thus wrongfully accused in so 
colema a manner, yet, as a good Christian, he 
did heartily forgive his accuser, and was willmg 
to believe, that he was prompted to this rash 
action, rather by mistake, or ignorance, than 
by malice; conclating, with desiring that 

onourable assembly to sift and weigh the 
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Debate on a Clause to be added to the South 
Sea Bill.) March 28. Upon the reading of 
the order of the day, for the House to resolve 

itself into a grand committee, upon the ‘ Bal 
‘for enabling the South Sea Company to in- 
‘ crease their Capital Stock, &c.’ It was ordered, 
That the accounts relating to Annuities, Lot- 
teries, and Army Debentures, be referred to the 
said Committee. After this a motion ‘wae 
made, “That for rendering effectual and cer-= 


_tain to the public, the undertaking of the South 


Sea Company to take the anhuities for certain 
terms of years, it be an instruction to the said 
committee, That they should have power to ree 
ceive Proposals from the South Sea Company, 
whereby it might be fixed and determined what 
share or shares of and in the to be increased 
capital stock of the said company, the pro- 
prietors of the said annuities should be entitled 
to. have and enjoy, who should voluntarily sub- 
scribe the same into the said stock, or how 
many years purchase in money they should have 
and receive upon subscribing, at the choice of 
the proprietors; and that the committee should 
have power to receive a Clause or clauses ace 
cordingly.” This motion occasioned a vety — 
warm debate, that lasted from one of the 
clock in the afternoon, till near seven in the 
evening, in which Robert* and Horatio Wal- 


: ee 
whole matter with ther useal candour, impare 
tality, and equity, and to excuse any unguarded 
expressions, that might-escape him, in vindicate 
ing his innocence.’ After this, several witnesses 
were sworn, and eight or nine of them ex« 
amined; but, their depositions adr an D 
no more than that Mr. Lechmere had taken 
nothing but his usual fees, as chamber-coun- 
sellor, the accusation laid against bim ap- 
peared groundless to the committee, and was 
declared by the House tu be malicious, false, 
_and scandalous.” Tindal. 

* «<The Bill wns warmly opposed by Wal- 
pole, wha spoke in favour of the Bank, Iq _ 
vain he displayed the fallacy of the South Sea 
Scheme, and the great difference between that 
aud the Bank, by shewing, that the com- 
pany was not limited in the price they were to 
put on the Stock made over to them; wherens 
the Bank offered a specific sum of 1,700/. stock, 
for every hundred pounds in the long annuities, 
and the same proportion for tbe short annui- 
ties. In vain be urged, thet it countenanced 
the pernicious practice of stock jobbing, by 
diverting the genius of the natien from trade 
and industry; that it held out a dangerous lure 
for decoying the unwary to their ruin by a false 
prospect of gain, and to part with the gradual 
profits af their labour, for imaginary wealth. | 
In vain he insisted, that if the Proposal of the - 
South Sea Company should be accepted, the 
rise of their stock ought to be limited. In vain 
he dwelt on the miseries and confusion which 
then prevailed in France, from the adoption of 
similar measures. In vain he urged, that as 
the whole‘success of the scheme mast. chiefly 
depend on the rise of the stock, the great ptia- 


a 
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pole, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Gould, sir Richard Steele, 
and some other members, spoke in favour 
~ of the annuitants, who lent out their mo- 
ney, fur the support of the government, with 
hazard and uncertainty; and having made a 
contract with the legislature, and purchased 
yearly rents for valaable considerations, ought 
net to be left at the merey of a private com- 
pany. It was alledged, on the other side, by 
Mr. Thomas Pelham, Mr. Yonge, sir Joseph 
Jekyll, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
some other gentlemen, That the obliging the 
South Seq Company to fix a price upon the 
annuities, might endanger the success of so 
beneficial an undertaking: that as, it was. the 
interest of the company to take in the said an- 
Nuities, so no doubt was to be made, but they 
would use all their endeavours for that pur- 
pose; aod would offer such advantageous con- 
ditions to the annuitahts, as would encourage 
them to come in voluntarily: that therefore 
- they ought to allow the said company a com- 
petent time to try what they could do; and if 
30 a subsequent session of parliament it should 
appear, that the conditions they had offered to 
the annuitants were not reasonable, and conse- 
quently had proved ineffectual, the Commons, 
in.such a case, might give what direction they 
should think proper about that matter. These, 
and other reasons that were urged on the same 
side, had so much weight, that the question 
being put upon the motion beforementioned, it 
passed in the negative, by a majority of 144 
voices against 140. Then the House having 
resolved itself into a grand committee, made, 
_ some progress in the bill.* | 


ciple of the project was an evil of the first mag- | 
nitude; it was to raise artificially the value of 


the stock, by exciting and keeping up a general 
infatuation, and by promising dividends out of 


funds which would not he adequate to the pur- ’ 


ose. In vain he predicted, that if the estab- 
hment succeeded, the directors would be- 
 eome masters of the government, furm an abso- 
Jute aristacracy in the kingdom, and controul 
the resolutions of the legislature; or if it did 
not succeed, the failure would cause a general 
Siscontent. He closed his speech by observ- 
ing, that such would be the delusive conse- 
quences, that the public would conceive it a 
dream, His arguments and,)his eloquence were 
pf no avail He wes compared by his friends 
to Cassandra, predicting evils which would 
only be believed when the event proved their 
| poaliy, and only deprecated when they were 
felt; and he whose speeches, in matters of 
&nance, occupied the House with more than 
naval attention, was now scarcely heard. The 
eferance was given to the South Sea, and the 
il] was aftezwards carried by a majority of 
nore than $s0 1.” Coxe’s Walpoie. 
. © « Whilst this great affair was debating in 
the House of Commons, the Stock Jobbers in 
Exchange-alley, were in perpetual hurry, being 
about between hopes and fears, upon the 
diferent acenumes thay received, almost every 


ond 


The South Sea Bill passes the Commons.} 


_April2. An engrossed Bill, © For enabling the - 
_ ‘ South-Sea Company to encrease their present 
' Capital Stock,’ &c. was read the third time, 
- and some Amendment having been made there- 
_ to by the House, the question was put, That the 


said Bill do pass, which, after a debate, was 
carried inthe Affirmative, by 172 against 55, 


‘and the said Bill was sent up to the Lords for 


their concurrence, 


Debate in the Lords on the South Sea Bill} 
April 4, The Lords read that Bill the first time, 
and the question being put, ‘That it be read a se- 
coad time, the same, after a small debate, was. 
carried in the affirmative without dividing, The 
next day the Bill was read a second time accord- 
ingly ; and then it was moved, That it be com- 
mitted toa Committee of the whole House, 
which occasioned a great debate. 

The Lord North and Grey spoke first against 
the Bill, and said, ‘That in his judgment, it 
was unjust in its nature, and might prove fatal 
in Its consequences ; since itseemed calculated . 
for the enriching of a few, and the impoverishs - 
ing of a great many, and not only made way 
for, but countenanced and authorised the frau- 
dulent and pernicious practice of Stock-jobbing, 
which produced an. irreparable mischief, by 
diverting the genius of the people from trade 
and industry. His lordship was backed by 

The Duke of Wharton, who endeavoured 
chiefly to evince, That the South-Sea project. 
might prove of infinite disadvantage to.the na- 
tion; first, as it gave foreigners an opportunity 
to double and treble the vast sums they had in 
our public funds, which could not but tempt 
them to withdraw their capital stock, with their 


‘immense gains, to other countries, which might 


drain. Great Britain of a considerable part of 
its gold and silver. Secondly, that the artificial 
and prodigious rise of the South-Sea Stock wag 
a dangerous bait, whieh might decoy many un- 
wary people to their ruin, and allure them by a 
false prospect of gain, to part with what they 
had got by their labour and industry, to purchase 
imaginary riches. And in. the thjrd place, _ 
That the addition of above thirty millions new | _ 
capital, would give such avast power to the 


minute, from their agehts and friends in West- 


minster: but as soon as it was known, that the 
Clause offered to cramp the South Sea: Com- 
pany’s project, had been rejected, the stocks of 
that company, which, since the Commons had 
accepted their scheme, were gradually risen 
from 130, to above 300, advanced to near 400;° 
but, after some fluctuation, settled at about — 
$30; in which condition, with little variation, 
they continued till the end of this month. We 
moust however take notice, That this prodigious 
rise of the South Sea stock was not altogether 
owing to natural causes, but was rather the re- - 


sult of very artificial engines, and secret springs 


at were’ set to work, both at bome and 
abroad, by those who bad no small concern ir 
the success of this affair.” Political State. 
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South-sea Company, as might endanger the 
liberties of the nation, and, in time, subvert 
our excellent constitution; since by their ex- 
tensive interest they might influence most, if 
not all the elections of the members, and con- 
sequently over-rule the Resolutions of the House 
af Commons. | 

Earl Cowper spoke also against the Bill, and 
said, That like the Trejan horse, it was usher- 
ed in, and reeeived with great pomp and ac- 
clamations of joy; but was contrived for trea- 
chery and destruction. His lordship urged in par- 
ticular, That in all public bargains, it is a duty 
. incumbent on them who are intrusted with the 
administration, to cake care that the same be 
more advantageous to the state than to private 
persons; but that a quite contrary method 
seemed to have been followed in the contract 
- made with the South Sea Company: for if the 
stocks were kept up to the advanced price to. 
which they had been’raised up by the oblique 


arts of Stock-jobbing, either that company, or 


its principal members, would gain above thirty 
millions sterling, of which they gave but one 
fourth part towards the discharge of the na- 
tional debts. That though this Scheme carried 
the face of public good, yet nothing could be 


so, that was' founded on injustice, as his lord-— 


ship took this bill to be: that he apprehended, 
in particular, that the main public intention of 
it, viz. the repurchase of annuities, would meet 
with insuperable difficulties; and that, in such 
@ case, none but a few persons, who are in the 
azecret, and had early bought stocks at a low 
rate, and afterwards sold them ata high price, 
would, in the end, be gainers by this project. 
The Duke of Buckingham, and some other 
Peers, spoke on the same side; but | 
The Earl of Sunderland answered most of 
their objections : and, among other things, said, 
That they who encouraged and countenanced 
the scheme of-the South-Sea Company, had 


‘<< — nothing in their view, but the easing the nation 


of part of that heavy load of debt it labours 
under; That on the other band, the managers 
for that Company had, undoubtedly, a pros- 
_ peet of private gain, either to themselves, or 


to their corporation; hut that, when that. 


scheme was accepted, neither the one or the 
other could foresee that the stocks would have 
risen to the price they were now advanced: 
That if they had continued as they were at that 
time, the public would have had the far greater 
share of the advantage accruing from that 
scheme; andif the stocks were kept up to the 
price they had been raised to, which was not 
unlikely, it was but reasonable that the South- 
Sea Company should enjoy the profit procured 
to it by the wise management and industry of 
its directors, which would enable it both to 
make large dividends among its members, and 
thereby to compass the ends intended by this 
scheme. After this the question for commit- 
ting the Bill being put, it was carried in the 
affirmative, by a majority of 83 voices against 17. 

he South Sea Bill passes the Lords.] April 
6. The Lords, in agrand Committee, considered 


of the sdid Bill, went through it, witbout-any’ 
amendment, and without dividing; and om 
Thursday the 7th of April, read it the third time, 
agreed to it, and sent a message to the Com- 
myns to acquaint them therewith. | 


The King’s Message relating to erecting Cor- 
porations for insuring Ships and Merchandize.} 
May 4. Mr. Aislabie, Chancellor of the Ex-. 
chequer, presented to the House of Commons, 
the following Message from the King. _ 

“G, R. | 

. His majesty having received several P 
titions from great numbers of the most eminent 
merchants of the City of London, humbly pray- 
ing, that he would be graciously pleased to 
grant them his letters patents for erecting cor- 
porations to insure ships and merchandize ;* . 
and the said merchants having offered ‘to ad- 
vance and pay a considerable sum of money tor 
his majesty’s use, in case they may obtain let- 
ters patents accordingly ; his majesty being of 
opinion, that erecting two such corporations 
exclusive only of all other corporations and 
societies for insuring of ships and merchan- 
dize, under proper restrictions and regulations, 
may be of great advantage and security to the 
trade and commerce of the kingdom, is willing 
and desirous to be strengthened by the advice 
and assistance of this House, in matters of this 
nature and importance ; he therefore hopes for 
their ready concurrence to secure and confirny 
the privileges his majesty shall grant to such 
corporations, and to enable him to- discharge 
the debts of his civil government, without bur 
dening his people with any new aid or supply:” 

Hereupon a Bill was ordered to'be brought 
m, to enable his majesty to grant Letters of 
Incorporation to the uses and purpdses men- 
tioned in his majesty’s Message. eS 

May 6. Mr. Henry Pelham made a motion 
for an Address to return his majesty the thanks 
of this House, for his gracious condescension, 


* “Several projects were now set on ‘foot; 
particularly for establishing the two companies 
of the Royal Assurance, headed by lord Onslow, 
and of the London Assurance by the lord Chet- 
wyod. The projectors had been very indus- 
trious to bespeak the countenance: of -the 
House of Commons, for which they had ‘caused 
two letters to be printed and given to-the mem- 
bers. But, these and all other soticitations 
having proved ineffectual, the ‘managers for 
the two Companies had' recourse to other me= 
thods, and being informed that the Civil List 
was considerably in arrears (for which no pro- 
vision -had been, or could conveniently be made 
by the parliament, because the grand commit= 
tee of Supply had been inadvertently dismissed) 
they offered to the ministry 600,000/. towards 
the discharge of that debt, in case they. might 
obtain the ‘king’s charter, with the parlia- 
mentary sanction for the establishment of their 
respective companies. The ministers, -beim 
at a Joss for means to pay the civil list debt, 


readily embraced the offer.” Tindal: tee 08 


q 
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in desiring the advice of this Houge upon a 
Matter of such importance, as the insurance 
of sbips and merchandize, and to acknowledge 
his majesty’s goodness in applying the advan- 
tages arising to him from such proposals, to the 
use of his civil government, for the support of 
the honour and dignity of the crown, without 
burdening his people with any new aid or sup- 
ply: and to adsure his majesty, That this 
House would most readily concur to make his 
majesty’s most gracious intentions effectual, for 
_ the ease, security, and welfare of his trading 
subjects. Mr. Pelham being seconded by Mr. 
Robert Walpole,* it was resolved to present 
the said Address, and a Committee was ap- 
pointed to draw it up. ! 

Tke Commons’ Address thereon.] May 7. 
Mr. Boscawen acquainted the House, that the 


king had given directions, pursuant to the de- 
sires.of the House, expressed in those two Ad- 


dresses; and, in the afternoon, the Commons, . 


in a body, waited on his majesty with their Ad- 


dress of thanks for his majesty’s Message as { 


foilows: 


«¢ Most Gracious Sovereign ; | 
“ We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
sulijects, the Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liament assembled, return your majesty our 
humble thanks, for commiunicating to this House 


* «© On the 6th of May, Walpole seconded a 
motion, made by Pelham, for an Address of 
thanks tu the king ; on the 4th of June he.was 
appointed Paymaster General of the Forces, 
and on the 11th, Townshend was nominated 
President of the Council. Previously, hows 
ever, to this arrangement, Walpole had,. in 
conjunction with the duke of Devonshire, been 
the principal means of effecting a reconciliation 
between the’ king and the prince of Wales, 


whose misunderstanding had arisen to so alarm- 


ing-a height, a8 to threaten a disturbance of 
the public tranquillity. The honour of effecting 
the reconciliation in the royal family was prin- 
cipally due to Walpole. In a conference 
which he held. with Sunderland, to arrange the 
plan of a joint administration, the ' minister, 
who was averse to the union of the two courts, 
endeavoured to detach: him from the prince, 
and offered him any conditions for himself and 
friends, provided he would consent that the 
prince should remain in disgrace. But Wal- 
pole rejected these overtures, and insisted on 
the reconciliation, as an indispensable prelimi- 
nary, before he would listen to any terms of 
_eoalition. Having extorted this concession; he, 
with the assistance of the duke of Devonshire, 


disposed the prince of Wales to write a sub- |. 


missive letter, in -which permission was -re- 
quested to wait upon the king. He was ac- 


cordingly admitted to a private conference, 


and on his return ‘from the palace to Leicester- 
house, where he. had. taken up his residence, 


was attended by a party of guards, and from 


that time the father and son. appeared to be 
recoficiled.” Coxe’s Walpole. 5 


the application made to your majesty:for ob-' - 


taining the Charters for insuring of Ships and: 


Merchandizes. Your majesty being graciously’ 


pleased. not to take any steps, in a matter of 


such importance to the trade and commerce of 


the kingdom, without the advice and cosicure- - 


‘rence of your parliament, is an instance of so 
much condescension, as deserves the highest: 
returns of duty and thankfulness. — 2 
‘“< We acknowledge your majesty’s goodness,’ 
in applying to the use of the civil government: 


the advantages arising to your majesty from: 


such proposals. It is a great satisfaction to . 


your Commons, to seethe honour and dignity 


of the crown supported under the difficulties, 
which the necessity of your majesty’s affairs 
may have occasioned, without laying the burden: 
of any new aid or supply upon your people. - 

‘“‘ And we beg leave to assure your majesty, 
that this House is resolved to render effectual 
your majesty’s gracious intentions for the ease, 
security and welfare of your trading subjects.” 


- The King’s. Answer.]. To this Address th 


King returned the following Answer : i 


*¢ Gentlemen ; 
*¢ T receive this Address as a particular mark 


of your affection tome. It isa new proof to 
me, and all the world, how much I can always. . 
depend upon it. [ thank you for it ina particu- - 


lar manner.” 


. The King’s Speech at the Close of the Session.} 
June 11. The: King came to the House of 
Peers, and the Commons being sent for and 
attending his majesty, gave the royal assent -to 
several public and private bills.. After which, 
the Lord Chancellor, by -his majesty’s com- 
mands, read- the followmg Speech to both 
Houses: . | 


“© My Lords and Gentlemen ; : : : 
«¢ T am now come to put an end to this ses- 
sion, which though it hath advanced so far into 
the sumnier, cannot be thought a tedious one, 
when we consider how much business hath been 


done, and the great advantages that may be ex- 


pected from it. . 

‘“Your seasonable vigour and perseverance t6 
support me in the measures I have taken with 
my allies, for restoring the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, have produced most of the effects I could 
desire; much the greatest part of Christendom 
is already freed from the calamities of war, and 


by what hath happened both abroad and at - 


home, my people must be convinced, that. - 


their welfare is inseparable from the strength 
and security of my government. : . 
«¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

‘¢ T return you my thanks for the Sapplies 
you have raised for the service of the current 
year, and it is a particular satisfaction to me, 
that a method hasbeen found out for making 
good the deficiencies of my Civil List, withous 


laying any new burthen upon my subjects. The — 


good foundation you have prepared this session 
far the payment-of the- National Debts,. and 
the discharge of a great part of them, without 
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the least. violation of the public faith, will 
I hope strengthen otore and more the union I 
desire to see atnong all my subjects, and make 
our friendship yet more valuable to all foreiga 
powers, 
‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

«You will see the -good effects which our 
steadiness bath produced; there remains but 
little on our part, to satisfy the world, that 


* more credit, security and greatness, is to be 


= 


acquired by following the views of peace, and 
adhering strictly to just engagements, than by 
depending on the advantages of war, or by 
pursuing the measures of ambition. To com- 
plete what remains unfinished, I propose very 
apeedily to visit my dominions in Germany, 
hoping to put an end to those troubles in the 
North, which are now reduced to a very nar-. 
row compass. I flatter myself, that my pre- 
sence this summer in those parts wil] prove use- 
ful to our poor protestant brethren, for whom 
you have expressed such seasonable and chari- 
table sentiments. 

«J doubt not but to meet you again next 
winter, disposed to pat a finishing hand to alf 
those good works which, by your assistance, 
I have brought so near to perfection. I could 
wish, that all my subjects, convinced by time 
and experience, would lay aside those par- 
tialities and animosities which prevent them 
from living quietly, and enjoying the happi- 
ness of a mild legal government: it is what I 
chuse to recommend at this time, when I am 
sensible, that all opposition te it is become 
vain and useless, and can only end unfortu- 


tunately for those who shall still persist in 


struggling against it. I am persuaded that, 
dering my absence, tvery one of you will 
take particular care to preserve the peace in 
your several countries, and that I shall find 


you, at my retern, in such a state of tran- 


quillity, as will shew mankind hew firmly my 

overnment is established; whieh I chiefly 
esire, because I think the securky and pre- 
servation of my people, and of this happy 
coastitution, depends entirely upon x.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his majesty’s 
cominand, prorogued the parliament to the 
28th of July: after which it was by several 
prorogations farther prorogued to the 8th of 
December. 


ParrnerpaL OccurRences DURING THE Re 
exrss—The King goes to Hanover—Progress of 
the South Bea Affairs —The Bubbles.—Pro- 


- Glamation against them.— National Infatuetion 


‘and Despair.— Account of the. Bank Ceatract. 


-— Wailpole’s Endegoours to restere ihe Credit 
of the Country.—The King returns from 
Hanover.—Alurming State of Affairs.*| Upea. 


the rising of the parliament the king held a: 
design ] the confidence which was pleped in the Diree- 


great council, in which he declared bis 
ef visiting his dominions in Germany, aad 
named the lords justices during his absence. 
They were the same with those of the last 


* Tindal 
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year; to whom were added the lord Tuowns- 
hend (who was declared likewise lord president 
of the council) and the duke of Devonshire, 
The king in the same council, conferred alse 
several honours and preferments: the earl of 
Dorset was created duke of Dorset; the earl 
of Bridgewater, duke of Bridgewater; tbe 
lord viscount Castletoa, earl Castleton, in 
the connty of York ;-Hugh Boscawen, baron . 
Boscawen, and viscount -Falmouth in the 
county -of Cornwall; John Wallop, baron 
Wallop of Wallop, and viscount Lymington is 
the county of Southaipptun. ‘ | 
On the 15th of June, the king embarked ag 
Greenwich, on board the Carolina yacht, and 
landed the next morning at Helvoetsluys, from 


whence he proceeded to Hanover. —- 


Whilst the king was employed abroad in 
hearing and settling the grievances and inte- 
rests of the nations and their sovereigns, particus _ 
larly those of the protestants of Germany,the Re- 
gency were no lessemployed at home iu curbing 
the excessive desire of gain, which the progress 
of the South Sea Company had raised, and in 
curing the despair which-attended its fall. As 
these are the most considerable events of this 
reign, and such as will never be forgot ‘by 
Great Britain, they deserve to he related at 


rge. ; 

When the Bill passed in favour of the South 
Sea Company, it was expected, the stock would 
have greatly advanced, but the contrary hap- 
pened ; for the day after it fell from 310 to 
290. In order to raise it, a ru;nour was spread, 
that earl Stanhope had received overtures ig 
France to exchange Gibraltar and Port-Ma- 
hon for some places in Peru, for the security _ 
and enlargement of the English trade in the 
South Sea; which had its effect in Exchange- 
alley. For, on the 12th of April, five days 
after the royal assent was wren to the bill, 
the directors opened their books for a subscrip+ 
taon of a million, at the rate of 300/. for every 
1002. capital. Such was the concourse. of 
persons of all ranks, that this first subscription 
was found to amount to above two millions of 
origiaal stock, It was to be paid at five pay- 
ments of 604. each, for one share of 100V. le 
a few days the stock advanced to 340, and the 
subscriptions were sold for double the price of 
the first payment. To raise the stock still 
higher, on the 21st of April it was declared im 
a General Ceurt, that the Midsummer dividend 
should be ten per cent. and all subscriptions 
shoeld be entitled to the same. These Reso- 
lations answering the end designed, the Direo- 
tors, to improve the infatuation of the monied 
men, ed their bouks for a second subserip- 
tien of one million, at 4001. per ceat. Ina 
few hours, no less than a million and a half 
was subscribed at that rate; and 60 great was 


tors, that many deposited m their hatds their 
annuities, without knowing whats price the 
company would allow ferthem. - 

On the 19th of May, the Directors thonght. 
fit to settle the terms and prices for the long 


o 
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and short annuities, which had been subscrib- 
ed; and the stock being that day 375/. per 
eént. it was resolved to allow, for every 1000. 
per annem of the long annuities, 700/. in the 
capital stock (which at 3751. per cent. amount- 
ed to 2,625/)) and 575/. in bonds and money : 
So the total for each 100/. per annum amount- 
ed to $,200/. or thirty-two years purchase. . For 
every 90¢. per annum of the short annuities, 
they agreed to allow 3507. in the capital stock, 
which at $75/. per cent. amounted to 13121. 
10s. and in bonds and money, 2177. 10s. which 
together made 1530/. or seventeen years pur- 
_ chase. °* | 

These offers occasioned at first great mur- 
murings among the Annuitants, who, having 
expected ten years, found they were to have 
but eight years and a quarter’s purchase. Upon 
which some withdrew their orders, and others 
resolved not to subscribe. But the South Sea 
managers having found means to raise their 
stock to 500/. per cent. most of the annuitants 
appeared easy; so that it was Computed, that, 
by the 29th of May, almost two thirds of the 
annuities wete subscrited. 

The arts of the stock-jobbers drew a grent 
concourse of persons of all ranks into Exchange 
alley, by whose unexampled eagerness of lay- 
ing out their money in a fund, that promised so 
plentiful a return of gain, that stock, which 
about the latter end of May, was at about 550, 
rose on a sudden so prodigiously, that on 
Yhoursday, the 2d of June, it came up to 890. 
Many cautious persons being willing to take this 
epportunity to secure their great profits, there 
appeaisd the next day so many sellers in the 
alley, that, by two or three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, the stock fell to 640; nt which. the 
Chief Directors of the South Sea Company, 
being alarmed, set their agents to work, by 
whose artful management the stock was the 
‘saine evening advanced to 750; about which 
price, with sone small fluctuation, it continued 
till the closing of the Company’s books on the 
22d uf June. 
Sea stock suffered'a considerable shock. For 
many persons, who were to fullow the king to 
Hanover, and others, who found a difficulty of 
muking their second payment to the first sub- 
scription, were both equally desirous to turn 
their stock into money ; so that, for some days, 
the number of sellers exceeded that of buyers, 

. Wherefore the managers of the Company 
formed two expedients: the first was their 
lending out money, or notes, to the proprietors 
of their capital stock, to the sum of 400/. upon 
160/. original stock (which shewed it to be 
worth above that, sum) at the rate of 4/. per 
eent..per annum. The second was their giving 
public notice, “ That all persons possessed of 
any of the Company’s bonds, which fell due 
en the 25th of June, might then have their 

" money for ‘the same of the Company’s cashier: 

and that the bonds would be taken in on the 
second payment for the 2,250,000/. South Sea 
stock, sold by subscription after the rate of 
$00/. for each 100/. original stock.” By these 


\, 
¢ 


In the mean time, the South- 


means money being plenty, and the stock 
jobbers in good humour, the South Sea Com- 
pany opened their books for a third subscrip- 
tion, ‘at the rate of 1,000/, for each’ 1004. 
capital stock, to be paid in ten equal payments, 
one in hand, and ‘the ether nine half-yearly. 
But some men in power having taken this op- 
portunity to oblige their friends, their lists 
were so full, that the Directors enlarged it to 
four millions capital stock, which at that price 
amounted to forty millionssterling. And, what 
is more strange, these last subscriptions were, 
before the end of June, sold at above 2,000/, 
per cent. advance, and, after the closing of the 
transfer-books, the original stock rose to above 
1,000/, per cent. Attbe same time the first 
subscriptions were at 560, and the second at 
610 per cent. advance, the Bank at 260, and 
East India at 440. 

The whole nation was become stock-jobbers, 
The South Sea was like an infectious distemper, 
which spread itself in an astonishing manner, 
Every evening produced new projects, which 
were justly called Bubbles, new Companies 
appeared every day. These were countenanced | 
by the greatest of the nobility. The prince of 
Wales* was governor of the Welsh Copper ; 
the duke of Chandois, of York Buildings; the 
duke of Bridgewater formed a company for 
building houses in London and Westminster, 
There were near a hundred different kinds of 
projects or bubbles; and it was computed, 
that above a million and a half was won and 
lost by these unwarrantable practices, by which 
many unwary persons were defrauded and im- 


| poverished, and a few crafty men enriched, to 


the great detriment of domestic trade. The 
king had, the same day the parliament rose, 
published a Proclamation, declaring all these 
unlawful projects should be deemed as common 
nuisances, and prosecuted as such; with the 
penalty of 5001. for any broker to buy or sell 
any shares in them. Notwithstanding this 


* «The Speaker and Mr. Walpole could 
not dissuade the Prince from being governor 
of this Copper Company, though they told him 
he would be prosecuted, mentioned -in parlia- 
ment, and cried in the Alley, upon the foot 
of Onslow’s Insurance, Chetwynde’s Bubble, 
prince of Wales’s Bubble, &c. he has already. 
got 40,0001. by it.” Coxe’s Walpole. Corres- 
pondence; secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope. 

+ * This Proclamation puta stop to the late. 
pernicious projects ahd undertakings, which 
to the number of about a hundred, were first 
set on foot and -promoted by crafty knavess 
then pursued by multitudes of: covetous fools; 
and, at last, appeared to be in effect, what 
their vulgar appellation denoted them to be, 
viz. Bubbles, or mere cheats. It was compute 
ed, that near one million and a half sterling, © 
was won or lost by these extravagant and un-_ 
warrantable practices, whereby many unwary 
persons were defrauded and impoverished, and 
a few busy upstarts enriched, to the great de« 
triment of domestic trade.” Political State, « 


- 
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Proclamation, several of the illegal projects’ 
were still carried on; upon which the Lords 
Justices, on the 12th of July, to put a stop to 
all farther proceedings, ordered all the Peti- 
tions,* that had been presented for Patents and 
_ Charters, tu be dismissed. 


* The following is a Copy of the said Order: 


At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 12th 
of July 1720. Present, their Excellencies 
‘the Lords Justices in Council. © 


Their excellencies the lords justices in coun- 
cil taking into consideration the many incon- 
veniences arising to the public, from several’ 
projects set on foot for raising of joint “stocks 
for various purposes, and that a great many of 
his majesty's subjects have been drawn in to 
part with their, money, on pretence of assu- 
rances that their Petitions for patents and char- 
ters, to enable them to carry on the same, 
would be granted: to prevent such impositions, 
their excellencies, this day, ordered the said 

_ several Petitions, together with such reports 
_ ‘from the Board of Trade, and from his majesty’s 
. Attorney and Solicjtor-general, as had been ob- 
tained thereon, to be laid before them, and 
after mature consideration thereof, were pleased, 
by advice of his majesty’s privy-council, to 
order,\ That the said Petitions be dismissed. 
Which are as followeth: 
_ & Petition of several persons, praying letters 
patents for carrying on a fishing trade, by the 
name of the Grand Fishery of Great-Britain. 

** Petition of the company of the Royal 
Fishery of England, praying letters patents for 
_ guch farther powers as will effectually contri- 

bute to carry on the said fishery. 

“‘ Petition of George James, in behalf of 
himself, and divers persons of distinction, con- 
cerned in a national Fishery, praying letters pa- 
tents of incorporation to. enable them to carry 
pnthbe same. . | 
‘¢ Petition of several merchants, traders, and 
. others, whose names are thereunto subscribed, 


|, praying to be incorporated for reviving and 


carrying on a Whale fishery to. Greenland and 
elsewhere, 

“‘ Petition of sir John Lambert, and others 
thereto subscribing, on behalf of themselves, 
and a great number of merchants, praying to 
be incorporated fer carrying on a Greenland 
Trade, and particularly a Whale fishery in Da- 
vis’s Streights.. 

‘«¢ Another petitiun for a Greenland trade. 

‘“* Petition of several merchants, gentlemen, 
and citizens thereto subscribing, praying to be 
incorporated for buying or building of ships to 
let or freight. | | 

Petition of Samuel Antrim, and others, 
; praying letters patents for sowing hemp and 

ax. 


** Petition of several merchants, masters of 

. sail-makers, and manufacturers of sail- 

. gloth, praying a charter for an incorporation, 
+e suatle them to carry on and promote the 
#ig manufactory by a joint stock. 
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The several sums, intended to be raised by 
these projects, amounted to no less than 300 
millions sterling, a sum so immense, that it ex- 
ceeds the value of all the lands in England, at 
the rate of 20 years’ purchase. However,: the 
eagerness of getting riches, by quick and easy 


‘¢ Petition of Thomas Boyd, and several 
hundred merchants, owners and masters of 
ships, sail-makers, weavers, and other traders, 
praying a charter of incorporation, impowering 
them to borrow money for purchasing lands, in 
order to the manufacturing sail-cloth, and fine 
Holland: 

‘‘ Petition on behalf of several persons in-_ 
trusted, in a patent granted by the late king 
William and queen Mary, for the making of . 
linen. and sail-cloth, praying, that no charter 
may be granted to any persons whatsoever for 
making sail-cloth, but that the privilege now 
enjoyed by them may be. confirmed, and hke- 
wise an additional power to carry on the cotton. 
and cotton-silk manufactures. 3 

‘“‘ Petition of several citizens, merchants, aud 
traders, in London, and other subscribers to a 
British stock, for a general insurance from fire 


Inany part of England, praying to be incor- 


porated for dat cook the said undertaking. 

.“¢ Petition of several of his majesty’s loyal 
subjects of the city of London, and other parts 
of Great-Britain thereto subscribing, praying to 
be incorporated for carrying on a general insu- 
rance from losses by fire within the kingdom of. 
England. : | 

‘“¢ Petition of Thomas Burges, and others, bis 
majesty’s sul;jects thereto subscribing i-» behalf 
of themselves and others, subscribers to a fund 
of 1,200,000/. for carrying on a trade to his 
majesty’s German dominions, praying to be 
incorporated by the name of the Harbourg 
company. so : 

“ Petition of Edward Jones, a dealer in 
timber, on bebalf of himself and others, praying 


to be incorporated for the importation of .tim- 


ber from Germany. ; 

‘¢ Petition of several merchants of London, 
and others, praying a charter of incorporation 
for carrying on a salt work. 

‘ Petition of captain Macpheadris, of Lon- 
don, merchant, on behalf of himself and several 
merchants, clothiers, batters, dyers, and other 
traders, praying a chartes of incorporation, im- 
powering them to raise a sufficient sum of mo- 
ney, to purchase lands for plantmg and rearing 
a wood called Mader, for the use of the,dyers. 

‘‘ Petition of Joseph Galendo, of London, 
snuff-maker, praying a patent for bis invention 
to prepare and cure Virginia tobacco for snuff, 
in Virginia, and making it into the same within 
all bis majesty’s dominions.” 


LIST OF BUBBLES. 


Besides the Projects and Undertakings 
above-mentioned many others had been set up 
and carried on, under the names of Bubbles, 
viz. , , 

. For the importation of Swedish. igan. 


~~ 
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methods, had, at that time, so intoxicated the 


minds of most people of all degrees, that the 


For supplying London with sea-coal, a sab- 
acription of three millions. : 
For building and rebuilding bouses throug 
out all England, three millions. 
For making of muslin, Lk 
_ For carrying on and improving the British 
allum-works, - 
.For effectually settling the island of Blanco 
and S.¢-Tartugas. , 
For an engine-to supply fresh water for the 
inhabitants of the town of Deal. 
For buying and importing of Holland, Flan- 
ders-Lace, &c. | 
For improvement of lands in Great- Britain, 
four millions subscription. 2 
For encouraging the breed of horses in Eng- 


~ Jand, and improving of glebe and church-lands, 


and repairing and rebuilding parsonage and 
vicarage houses. 
For making of iron and steel in Great- 
Britain. oR 
‘: For. improving land in Flintshire, one mil- 
zon. 
For purchasing lands, &c. to build on, two 


~ millions. 


‘ 


For trading in hair. 
For erecting salt-pans in Holy-Island, two 
millions. _ 
For buying and selling estates, lending mo- 
ney on mortgages, &c. | | 
For carrying on an undertaking of great ad- 
vantage, but nobody to know what it is. 


For. paving the streets of London, two mil- 


lions. 

For furnishing.funerals to any part of Great- 
Britain. ! | ; 

Another for buying and selling Jands, and 


‘lending money at interest, five millions. 


For carrying on the royal fishery of Great- 
Britain, ten millions. | 

For assuring of seamen’s wages. 

For erecting loan-offices for the assistance 
and encouragement of the industricus, two 
millions. | 

For purchasing and leasing improveable 
lands, four millions. | | 

For importing pitch and tar, and other naval 


- gtores, from North-Britain and America. 


For the cloathing, felt, and pantile trade. 

For purchasing and improving a manor and 
royalty in Essex, &c. : 

For insuring of horses, twe millions. 

For exporting the woollen manufacture, and 
importing copper, brass, and iron, four millions, 

For a grand dispensary, three millions, 

For erecting mills for milling of lead, and 
purchasing of lead mines, &c. two millions. 

For improving the art of making soap. 

For a settlement on the island of Santa Cruz. 

For sinking pits, and melting lead-ore in Der- 
byshire. , | — 

For making glass bottles, and glass. 

For a wheel for perpetual motion, one million. 

For improving of gardens. 


Vor. VII. 


e 
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most extravagant Bubbles found many sub 
scribers: some of whom sold their first sub 


rr A 
_ For insuriug and increasing children’s for- 
tunes. 


tom-house, and for negotiating business for 
merchants. | 


For carrying on a woollen manufacture iu | 


the North of England. 
Far importing walnut-tree from Virginia, 
two millions. 


For making Manchester stuffs of thread and . 


cutton. 

For making Joppa and Castile soap. 

For the wrought iron and steel manufactures 
in this kingdom, four millions. 

For dealing in lace, Hollands, cambricks, 
lawns, &c. two millions, : 


For trading in, and improving certain com. 


modities of the product of this kingdom, &c. 
three millions. | 

For supplying the London markets with cat- 
tle. 


For. making looking glasses, coach-glasses, 


1 &c. two millions. . 


- For the tin and Jead mines in Cornwall and 
Derbyshire. 
For making rape oil. s 
For importing beaver-fur, two millions. 
For making pasteboard, packing-paper, &c. 
For importing of oils and other materials 
used in the woollen manufactures. 
For improving and increase of the silk ma- 
nufacture. 
For lending money on stocks, annuities, tal- 
lies, &c. | : 
For paying pensions to widows, &c. at small 
discount, two millions. . 
For improving malt-liquors, four millions, 
For a grand American fishery. 


For entering and loading goods at the Cus- 


For purchasing and improving fenny lands in - 


Lincolnshire, two millions. . 
For improving the paper manufacture ia 
Great Britain. : 
The bottomry society. 
_ For drying malt by hot air.’ 
For carrying on a trade in the river Oroonoko 
in America. = 
For the more: effectual making of baize in 
Colchester and other parts of Great Britain. 
For buying of naval stores, supplying the 


victualling, and paying wages of the work- — 
men. | : 
Fer imploying poor artificers, and furnishing 


merchants and others with watches." _ 

For improvement of tillage, and the breed of 
cattle. 
Another for the improvement of our breed 
of horses. ears 

Another for insuring of horses. 

For carrying on the corn trade of Great 
Britain. | ee 

For insuring ‘to all masters and mistresses 


the losses they shall sustain by servants, three _ 


millions. : ; _ 
For erecting houses, or hospitals, for taking 
2U 
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scriptions at a great profit, whereby the last 
buyers were considerable losers. 
he transfer-books of the South-Sea Com- 
any were shut up the whole month of July. 
During that time, there was no great variation, 


in and maiotaining bastard children, two 


millions, 

For bleaching of course sugars, without the 
use of fire, or loss of substance. 

For turapikes and wharfs. 

For insuring from thefts and robberies. 

For extracting silver from lead. 

For making China and Delft ware, one 
million. 

For importing of tobacco, and exporting it 
again to Sweden, &c. four millions. 

For making iron with pit coal. : 

For furnishing the cities of London and 


‘Westminster, and the suburbs, with hay and 


straw. ; ; 


For a sail and packing-cloth manufactory in 
-Treland. : 


For taking up ballast. 
For buying and fitting out ships to suppress 


pirates. 


For importing timber from Wales, two mil- 
lions. 
For rock-salt. 


For the transmutation of quick-silver into a |- 


malleable fine metal. 


About this time the following Ballad was 


-publicly sold and cried about in Exchange 


Alley, ‘ which could not,” says the author of 


~.the Political State, “but be grating to the 
-ears of many of the nobility, gentry, officers 
of the army and other persons; who, by this 


time plainly saw, that by the mysterious manage- 
ment ofcrafty knaves, they had been. led into.a 
labyrinth, from whence they could not get out 
without the loss of a considerable part of: their 
estates.” 


A Sourn Sea Batiap; or, Merry Remarks 

upon Exchange Alley Bubbles. To a new 

_ Tune, called, ‘ The Grand Elixir; or, the 
 €Philosopher’s Stone discovered.’ 


In London stands a famous pile, 
And near that pile an Alley, | 
‘Where merry crowds for riches toil, 
And wisdom stoops to folly, 
Here sad and joyful, high and low, 
Court Fortune for her graces ; 
And as she smiles, or frowns, they show 
Their gestures and grimaces, | 
2. 
Here stars and garters do appear, 
Among our lords the abe e: 
To buy and sell, to see and hear 
The Jews and Gentiles squabble, | 
Here crafty courtiers are too wise 
For those who trust to fortune ;_ 
They see the cheat with clearer eyes, 
Who peep behind the curtain. 
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except only that the price of the capital stock. 
decreased gradually, from ahove 1000 to 930, 
in proportion as the third subscription at, 1000 
rose to 330 advance or clear profit. In the 
mean time, the directors, at a meeting on the 


3. 


Our greatest ladies bither come, 
And ply in chariots daily ; 
Oft pawn their jewels for a sum, 
To venture in the Alley. r 
Young harlots too,.from Drury Lane 
Approach the ’Change in coaches, 
To fool away the gold they gain 
By their obscene debauches. 


4. 

Long-Heads may thrive by sober rules, 
Because they think, and drink not; 

But Headlongs are our thriving fools, 
Who only drink, and think not. 

The lucky rogues, like Spaniel dogs, 
Leap into South Sea water, 

And there they fish for golden frogs, 
Not caring what comes a’ter. 


; 5. 
Tis said, that Alchymists of old 
Could turn a brazen kettle, 
Or leaden cistern into gold, 
That noble, tempting metal : 
But if it here may be allowed 
To bring in great and small things, 
Our cunning South Sea, like a god, 
Turas nothing into all things. | 


6. 
What need have we of Indian wealth, 
- Or commerce with our neighbours ? 
Our constitution is in health, 
_ And riches crown our labours. 
Our South Sea ships have golden shrouds, 
They bring us wealth, ’trs granted ; 
But lodge their treasure in the clouds 
To hide it till it’s wanted. | 
T Os: 
O Britain, bless thy present state, 
Thou only happy nation ; 
So oddly rich, so madly great, 
Since Bubbles came in fashion ! 
Successful rakes exert their pride, 
And count their airy millions; ' 
Whilst homely drabs in coaches ride, 
Brought up to town on pillions. © 
| :? 
Few men, who follow reason’s rules, 
‘ Grow fat with South Sea diet; 
Young rattles and unthinking fools 
Are those that flourish by it. | 
Old musty jades, and pushiog blades, 
Who’ve least consideration, 
Grow rich apace; whilst wiser heads 
Are struck with admiration. 
9. 
A race of men, who t’other day 
Lay crush’d beneath disasters, 
Are now by Stock brought into play, 
And made our lords and masters, 


v ' 
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Sth of July, resolved to. open their books for 
taking in subscriptions of the lottery tickets, and 
other short annuities, to the amount of six mil- 
Yions sterling: But, though they did not then think 


fit to declare at what rate they designed to take 
those effects, yet the proprietors entirely trusted 
to their integrity, and readily subscribed the 
same on the 14th and 15th of that month. 
_After which the books were shut up. From 


that time to. the end of July, the stock fell 


gradually from about 1000 to 900, including 
the Midsummer dividend. In the inean time, 
it being confidently reported, that the capital 
stock was td be inlarged by a fourth subscrip- 
tion in Money, some persons in eminent stations 
desired the principal managers to put off the 
subscription, till the proprietors of the remain- 
ing partof the long annuities had subscribed, 
since the taking in of those public debts, in 
order to make them redeemable, was the main 
view, upon which the ministry and the parlia- 
ment thought fit to encourage the South-Sea 
project. Some pretend, that the men in power 
made this step, not only to free themselves 


from the importunity of many, who sued to. 


be set down in their lists, for a share in the next 
subscription ; but also, in order to reserve part 
of the to be increased capital stock, till a new 
set of directors were chosen, who should have 
a share in the profits of future subscriptions, in 


case the humour of buying up the same at an 


advanced price shoyld last so long. However 
that be, in a committee of the Directors the 
27th of July, it being considered that several 
persons, adinitted as subscribers to the third 
subscription in money, had not yet made their 
first payment, it was resolved, That noue but 
the Proprietors of their capital and increased 
- stock should be admitted into the next subscrip- 
tion in money, at the rate of 20 per cent. so 
that a proprietor of 1,000/. capital stock should 
be intitled to subscribe 200/, In this Resolution, 
they, who hitherto had carried on this great 
: project, with equal skill and success, had un- 
doubtedly two things in view; first, to allay the 
murmurings of many of the old proprietors, 
who complained, that the directors and great 
men at court had ingrossed for themselves and 
their dependants most of the profits of the 
three first subscriptions. And, secondly, That, 
in case the eagerness of buyers should abate, 
which was to be apprehended from the daily 
sinking of the price of South-Sea stock, the 


But should our South Sea Babel fall, 
What numbers would be frowning ? 
The losers then must ease their gall, 
By hanging or by drowning. 
10 | 


Five hundred millions, notes and bonds, 

_Our Stocks are worth in value ; 
But neither lie in goods or lands, 

Or money let me tell ye. 
Yet though our foreign trade is lost, 

Of mighty wealth we vapour ; - 
+ _ When all the riches that we boast, | 
Consist in scraps of Paper. 


a 


company might be assured, that the new sub- 
scribers would make the several payments, to 
which they should submit themselves, and for 
which their capital stock would be a sufficient 


‘security. On the other hand, many of theold . 
proprietors were so far from looking upon this 
Resolution asa favour, that on the contrary, » 


they did not stick to say, ‘That the directors, 
ne had cream for themselves, would now 
* give the proprietors the sour milk.’ This com- 
plaint seemed to be the better grounded, be- . 
cause it was well known that those, who had 
got most by the South-Sea, daily endeavoured 
to sell out, and secure. their vast profits; and, 
in particular, that the principal. projector of 
this scheme had bought considerable estates in 
Norfolk and other counties.” oe 
Pursuant to what had been desired, it was 
resolved on the $d of August, at a Court of 
Directors, to receive subscriptions of all the 
remaining Long and Short annuities, Lottery . 
ares and other Public Securities, both re-. 
eemable and irredeemable. For which pur- 


pose the Books were opened the next day at 


the South-Sea house, and continued so till the 
11th of August. The day after, the Directors 
published the terms they intended to allow to 
the proprietors, For every 100/. a yeay of the 
Long Annuities, they offered 400J.in the capital 
stock which at 8001. per cent. (the price then 
of stock, exclusive of the Midsumwer dividend) 
amounted to 3,200/., and in bonds or money | 
400/. making in all 3,600/. or 36 years’ pur- 
chase. For every 90/. a year of the Short An- 
nuities they allowed 200/ stock, which at 800/. 
per cent. amounted to 1,600/. or 17 years’ pur- 
chase, and 7-ninths. The redeemable Annui- | 
ties and debts (as well those at 4 per cent.. as 
those at 5 per cent.) were to be taken in at 105 
per cent. and allowed for the same in capital 
stock at the rate of 800Q/. per cent. exclusive of 
the Midsummer dividend. » 
eMany of the Annuitants were not satisfied 
with these offers, which, they said, put.so great 
a disparity (no less tban near half by half) be- 
tween them and the former subscribers; for, 
by the resolution of the Directors of the 19th of 
May, there was allowed, for every 100. a year. 
of the Long Annuities, 7001. in the capital stock, 


* How great the general infatuation or thirst 


of gain was, appears from the following in- 


stance: A proposal was offered ‘ For carrying 
‘onan undertaking of great advantage, but 
‘ nobody to know what it is.’ The projector 
formed a scheme for half a million, by which 
every subscriber, paying down two guineas 
for subscribing, was to have 100/. a year for. 
every 100. so subscribed. But how this was 


tobe done did not appear in the proposals, 


where it was also said, that in a month the par- 
ticulars of the project should be laid open, 
and the money subscribed was then to he. paid 
in. As extravagant as-this scheme was, the 
projector in a forenoon received 1000 subscrip- 
tions, with which, amounting to: 2,000 guineas, 
he went off in the afternoon. | | 
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besides 10/7, per cent. for the Midsummer di- 
vidend, and, in bonds or money, 575/. all 


which (computing the stock at 800/, per cent. 


as it was given to the present subscribers of the 


like annuities) amounted to 6,735/, whereas, 
by these last Resolutions, there was allowed, 


for the same Annuities, only $,600/. For this 
reason some of the last subscribers went to the 
South-Sea house, in order to withdraw their 
effects; but they were told by the clerks, that 
there was no order from the directors for de- 
livering them back; so the affair rested, for 
some time, undetermined. 

The uneasiness of the Annuitants put a fresh 
damp upon the South-Sea stock; but what af- 
fected it more was the boldness of many per- 
sons concerned in the illegal projects, who, io 
open defiance to the late acts of parliaments, 
to the king’s proclamation, and to the orders 
and prohibitions of the Lords Justices, carried 
them on. Someof these companies, authorised 
either by charters or acts of parliament, did 
considerable prejudice to the South-Sea, by. 
endeavouring to procure subscriptions. Upon 
this, the principal Directors of ‘the South-Sea 
applied tu those at the helm, and obtained an 
Order against them from the Lords Justices, 
which was published in the London Gazette of 
August the 20th, and which greatly affected the 
stocks. of the York-Buildings Company, the 
Lustring Cumpany, the English Copper, and 
the Wejsh Copper and Lead, and of othef ille- 
gal projects. This very much alarmed the per- 
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to 830, including the Midsummer dividend ; 
which having given the directors no small un- 
easiness, some of their agents were immediately 
detached into Exchange-Alley, to buy a con- 
siderable quantity of stock, which thereupon 
rose to.880/. But, the humour of selling out 
continuing the two following days, the stocks 
fell again to 820, at which price the transfer 
books were opened on the 22d of August. | 
That day, and the next morning, there -was a 
great croud at the South-Sea house; and the 
directors observing, that great quantities of. 
stock had been bought at a thousand, and even 
at higher rates, for the opening of the books, 
and that many persons would be obliged te sell 
out, in order to pay the difference, which could 
not fail of sinking the stock yet lower, they. 
came to a sudden and unexpected resolution to . 
shut the transfer books; and the next day to : 
open other bouks, for taking in a money sub- 
scription of one million, to the capital stock, 
at the rate of 1,000/. for every 1001. capital 
stock, to be paid in five payments, 20. per 
cent. in hand, and the rest in four equal pay- 
ments. * Accordingly the subscription books 
were opened the 24th of August; and there 
was such a crowd of subscribers, and amongst 


| them not a few of the prime nobility, that, in 
| less than three hours, more than the intended 


sum was subscribed; and that very afternoon 
_tlis fourth subscription was sold in Exchange 
Alley at 30 or 40 per cent. advance. The 
next day the principal directors, having cone 


sons concerned in these companies, some of | sulted together about their future management, 


whom sustained considerable losses, and all of 


them saw their extravagant hopes and expecta- 
tions entirely vanish. Upon the murmurings 
occasioued by their disappointment, the Lords 
Justices ordered the Directors of these Com- 
panies to attend them at a general council, the 
23d of. August, where they condescended to 
tell them the reasons, that had obliged them to 
order a prosecution against them. The Di- 


came to several Resolutions, of which, that very 
evening, they informed the public by the -fole 
lowing Advertisement; 


South-Sea House, Aug. 25, 1720. 

‘The court of directors. of the South-Sea 

¢ Company give notice, that the transfer books 
‘ of the company will be shut from the 31st day 
‘of August to the 21st of September, in order 


rectors, both of the Royal Exchange, and of | ¢ to the admitting as well the proprietors of the 


the London Assurance, attended likewise, and 
were cautioned to keep strictly to the limitation 
of their charters, that no complaint might lie 
against them, | 

The Companies ordered to be prosecuted, 


having recovered their fright, and consulted | 


able lawyers, seemed resolved to stand trial, 
and assert their rights of managing their own 
affairs as they pleased. The Welsh Copper 
miners were yet more bold and refractory, for 
that very day (August 23) they opened their 
books, and made transfer of their stock. 
Before the Lords Justices. had caused their 
order to be published, they sent a compliment 
to the princé of Wales, to acquaint him, that, 
the Company of English Copper, of which he 
had beex pleased to be chosen governor, being 
illegal, they were obliged to involve it in the 


¢ original capital stock, and of the stock for 
‘the last Midsummer dividend, as the proe 
‘ prietors of the stock for all the Long Annuie 
‘ ties, 9 per cents, and Tickets of Lottery 1710, 
‘and of the several redeemable debts, which 
‘have been subscribed or deposited, or autho= 
‘ rised to be subscribed into the capital stock, 
‘and also the proprietors of the first, second, 
‘third, and fourth money subscriptions of the 
‘ company intoasubscription of 20 per cent. of 
* the capital stock, upon the terms agreed upon 
‘© by the court of directors. The company will 
‘lend the first payment for the intended sub- 
‘ scription to all the proprietors of the original 
‘ and dividend stock, and of the subseription in 
‘ the LongAnnuities, 9 per cents, and Tickets of 
‘ Lottery 1710, and in the redeemable debts; 
‘and. of the first and second money subscrip- 


~ _ order; upon which the Prince sent a messenger | ‘ tions, without transferring their stock, or de- 


to the Company, desiring them to choose auo- |‘ positing the subscription receipts; which 


ther goveznor. 


| ‘subscription books will be opened on. the 


All this while the Soeth-Sea Stock continued £ 12th of September; and such of the pro- 


‘sinking; so that on the 17th of August, it fell | ‘ prietors, as do not subscribe within that ame, 


S é ‘ 
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‘will be excluded the benefit of the subscrip- 
‘ tion.’ : 

The next day (August the 26th) the transfer- 
books were opened again; but, the South-sea 
stock, instead of advancing, be:ng by this time 
fallen under 800, the directors, who had now 
large suins of money in their hands, thought fit 
to lend to their proprietors 4000/. upon every 
1000/, stock for six months, at the rate of 4 per 
cent. which enabled some of those, who had 
bought stock at a higher price than the pre- 
sent, to satisfy their creditors. What still em- 
barrassed the directors was the case of the An- 
wuitants and others, who had lately subscribed 
their public securities, and who thought it a 
great hardship to have the stock given them at 
800/. per cent. when it was now little above 
700, exclusive of the Midsummer dividend. In 
otder to silence these and the like murmurings, 
a long consultation, on the 30th of August, after 


the directors came to a resolution, “ That 30' 


per cent. in money should be the half year’s 
dividend due at Christmas next; and from 
thence for twelve years, not less than 50 per 
cent. i2 money should be the yearly dividend 
on their stock.” What effect this resolation 
had, was soon after manifest ; for, though it 
raised thestock to about 800 fur the opening of 
the beoks, yet it sooa sunk again, and in about 
three weeks fell gradually below 400. 

The Directors, having resqlved the future di- 
vidends, thought it time to procure the sanc- 
tion of the whole corporation ; for which pur- 
pose they appointed (Sept. 8.)a General Court 
to be held at Merchant-Taylors-Hall, declaring, 
That this assembly would be one of the half- 
yearly general courts appointed by the charter, 
‘and to chuse a committee of seven, to inspect 

the by-laws. 

On the appointed day, the friendsof the Di- 
rectors took care to repair betimes to Merchant- 
Taylors-Hall, which, by nine o'clock in’ the 
morning, was filled; and many proprietors and 
annuitants; who endeavoured to get in, could 


- Hot gain admittance. The directors having’ 


taken their seats between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, sir John Fellows, sub-governor, ac- 
quainted the assembly with the occasion of 
their meeting; read to them the several Resolu- 
tions of the Court uf Directors ; and gave them 
an account of their proceedings ; of the taking 


in both theredeemable and unredeemable funds, | 


and of the sabscriptionsin money. ‘This done, 
- Mr. Craggs, senior, made a short speech, wherein 
be commended the conduct of the Directors; and 
urged, that nothing ‘could more effectually con- 
tribute to. the bringing thisscheme to perfection 
than union among themselves; and concluded 
with a motion, for thanking the court of Direc- 
tors for their prudent and skilfol management, 
and for desiring them to proceed in such me- 
thods, as they should think most proper for 
the interest and advantage of the corporation. 
Mr. Crages was seconded by Mr. Hunger- 
ford, whosaid, ‘That he had seen the rise 
‘ gad fall, ghe decay and resurrection of many 


‘ communities of this nature, but that, in his 
‘ opinion, none ever performed such wonderful 
‘ thingsin so short a time, as the South-Sea ma- 
‘ nagers had brought about: that they had done 
‘ more than the crown, the pulpit, and the ma- | 
‘ gistrate could do: for they hed reconciled all 
‘ eesti in one common interest, and thereby 
‘laid asleep, if not wholly extinguished, our 
‘ domestic jars and animosities: that by the 
‘ rise of their stocks the monied-men had vastly ° 
‘ increased their fortunes : the country gentle- 
‘men had seen the value of their lands doubled 
‘ and trebled in their hands; and they had, at 
‘ the same time, done good to the church, nota 
‘ few of the reverend clergy having got great 
‘sums by this project: that, in short, they had 
€ inriched the whole nation; and he hoped they 
‘had not forgot themselves.” One or two 
members of the assembly having offered to speak 
in favour of the annuitants, to censure the con- 
duct of the directors, they were presently hissed 
to silence; and Mr. Hungerford, resuming his. 
speech, continued justifying and applauding 
the directors, and concluded with supporting — 
Mr. Craggs’s motion. The duke of Portland 
spoke on the same side, and said, ‘ that he did 
‘not know what reasons any body had to te 
‘ dissatisfied ;’ and gave in a draught of the mo- 
tion for returning thanks to the directors ; 
which being read by the clerk, it was unani- 
mously approved. Tt was likewise agteed, that, 
according tothe Resolution of the Directors, 
‘* the next Christmas dividend on the stock 
and subscriptions in money should be 30 per 
cent. and that a dividend of not less than 50° 
per cent. perannum be made from Christmas 
next, in halfyearly payments, for not less than” 
twelve years, upon the whole stock and sube. 
scriptions.” They likewise agreed with the 
Court of Directors, to omit the 20 per cent. 
subscription in money, which had been intended 
for the proprietors of the original stock and 
former subscriptions. After which a motion 


_was made, “ That the last subscribers, both of 


the redeemable and irredeemable funds, should 
have the alternative, either to withdraw their 
orders, or accept the terms offered them by the 
Court of Directors.” But, the question being 
put, it was carried in the negative, three or’ 
four voices excepted. Then, upon the earl of 
Orkney’s motion, the general court was ad- 
Journed. . - . 

But, though the Directors carried their main 
point in the general court, yet the negative put 
upon the motion, in the behalf of the last sub- 
scribers, highly increased the public discontent, 
and raised such a distrust of the honesty of the. 
managers, that the same day (Sept. 8.) the stocks 
fell to 640, and, on the morrow, to550. Upon 
this, the directors resolved to open the transfer- 
books the Monday following, which having 
thrown some damp upon the Stock-jobbing in 
the Alley, the South-Sea rose that day (Sept. 
9,) to 640. On the other hand, several of the 
last subscribers of annuities went with a public — 
notary to the South-Sea House, to demand their 
orders ; and upon the refusal of the officers to 


> 
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deliver them, the proprietors made their 
protests in due form, and resolved to seek their 
remedy at law. In the mean time, they loudly 
complained of the unfair manner, in which they 
. were drawn in to subscribe their annuities , for, 
it seems, at the top of every page of the sub- 
scription-book, there was a short letter of at- 
torney, whereby the subscribers impowered 
three persons, therein named, to accept such 
terms, as the company should think fit to 
give them fortheir effects; which they alledged 
to be a mere trick, not one in a hundred of 
the subscribers having read the insnaring pre- 
amble. 

On the 10th .of September, the directors 
caused the following advertisement to be pub- 
lished: ‘The court of directors give notice, 
‘that the dividends for Christmas next, and 
“ afterwards, voted by the general court on the 
‘ 8th of September, which shall become due on 
“the four money subscriptions, already taken 
‘ for the sale of the stock of the company, will 
* be allowed in part of the payments, which shall 
“ become due on the subscriptions; and that 
. €the 10 per cent. stock for the last Midsummer 
_ dividend, on the first, second and third of the 
« money subscriptions, will be intitled to the 
‘ like dividends, and be allowed in further part 
“ of the payment on those subscriptions, And 
‘whereas the transfer-books of the company 
* were advertised to be shut from the 31st of 
* August last, to the 22st of September, in order 
“to the making the subscriptions of 20 per 
‘cent. intended for the proprietors; and the 
- Syeneral court having since agreed, that this 
_ ©subscriptién be omitted, the court of directors 
* give notice, That the transfer-books will be 
“ opened on the 12th instant, and will continue 
* open as usual.’ 

Some of the managers vainly expected, that 
this advertisement would have contributed to 
the keeping up the stock ; but, as it continued 
sinking, they were obliged to have recourse to 
roore effectual methods. They made some 
secret advances towards an union with the 
East-India company ; but, asecret committee 
of that company, appointed to consider of their 
offers, not having thought proper to accept 
them, they were forced to court the assistance 
of their rival, the Bank of England. At the 
earnest desire, and by the zealous interposition 
of Mr. Secretary Craggs, several conferences 
were held between a select number of the di- 
rectors of those two corporations; which 
raised so great an expectation, that on the 12th 
of September®*, in the morning, upon a report, 


* « Sept. 13. I came (as I told you I would) 
to towne, in order to adjust the matter of your 
Lottery ticketts, pursuant to the advertisement 
from the South Sea company... Yesterday was 
the day appointed, butt (as is customary with 
them) they have putt itt of, and those concerned 
are to wait their leisure,and take such satisfaction 
as they thinke fitt to give. Wee made them 
kings, and they deal with every body as such; 


those whoe submit and subscribe are at their 


é 
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that they bad come to an agreement for cire 
culating six millions of the South-Sea company’s 
bonds, the stuck rose immediately to 670; 


mercy ; those whoe doe nott, are to be opprest 
in such manner, as shall make what is due to 
them of little use; and all this, I suppose, they 
ure to be suppurted in, baving engaged the 
House of Commons soe far in their interest, by 
wayes obvious to every body, that I thinke the 
nation will bee to beare such part of the losse | 
sustained by private persons, as the company 
shall thinke fitt; whilst the gaine obtained by 
fraud and villanous practices, 1s tu turne to their 
advantage. I foresaw this from the beginning, 
and have as many witnesses of itt, as persons I 
converst with; but I owne, I thought they 
would have carryed on the cheat somewhag 
longer. Various are the conjectures why they 
suffered the cloud to breake soe early, I made 
noe doubt burt’twould doe soe when they found 
itt for their advantage, which nott being the 
Case just att this time, some other reason must 
bee found; and the true one I take to bee, 
stretching creditt soe far beyond what ’twould | 
beare, that specie proves deficient for supporting 
itt, by circylating paper. It is observable, that 
many of their most considerable men, with their 
fast friends, the tories, jacobites, and payzists 
(for these they have all along hugged) have 
drawne out, securing themselves by the losses 
of the deluded thoughtlesse numbers, whose 
understandings were over-ruled by avarice, and 
hopes of making mountains of mole hills. 
Thousands of familyes will be reduced to beg- 
gery, what the consequences of that will bee, 
time must shew; I know what I thought from 
the beginning, and feare ’tis very near att hand. 
The consternation is inexpressible, the rage be- - 
yond expression, and the case so desperate, that 
I doe nott see any plan or scheme, so much 
as thought of, for averting the blaw, soe that . 


I can’t pretend to guesse att what is next to bee 


done. | 

“Sept. 27. The Company have vett come to 
noe determination, for they are in such a wood, 
that they know nott which way to turne, butt ’tis, - 
given out (I suppose by direction) that they 
will lower the price of the third and fourth sub- 
scriptions, and offer more reasonable termes to 
the redeemables, leaving to their option the ac- 
ceptance, or returne of their severall securityes, 
these to remain on the foote they are, till dis-. 
charged by payment in mony; noe doubt att 
first they intended nothing lesse, but as Mr. 
Budgell told them in the generall court, since 
the mountain would nott come to Mahomet, . 
hee must goe toe the mountaine. You mis-. 
understood mee in thinking, I expected a spee- 
dy dissolution; that had been considered and 
lay’d aside, notwithstanding which, as earnest 


_application was every where taking, as if elec- 


tions were to begin within a month, this was be-_ 
gun by the South Sea-men, and great sumes 
have they already spent, butt, if I mistake not, 
they will meet with more disappointments, than 
they expected; for by several gentlemen, lately . 
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but in the afternoon, as soon as that report 
was known to be groundless, the stock fell 
again to 580; the next day to 570, and so 
gradually to 400; which increased the murmur- 
ings and complaints of the last subscribers, and 
exposed several of the directors to public in- 
sults. : 
Mr. Robert Walpole, who was paymaster of 
‘the army, and lived the greatest part of that 
summer in the country, to avoid giving offence 
to those that had, with the directors, the ma- 
nagement of the South-Sea affairs, being then 
thought to have great credit and influence with 
the Bank, was sent for out of the country, and 
importuned to use his interest to induce the 
Bank to agree to a Proposal made by the 


come to towne, I perceive the very name of a 
South Sea-man, growes abominable in every 
country. ° 

‘¢ Your remark is very just, that if this great 
Leviathan intended to have been directors of 
the whole national affairs, as well as of the com- 
pany doe fall, itt will necessarily occasion, such 
a convulsion, as noe honest man desires; but I 
think there remains a middle way between the 
two extremes, by supperine their creditt, as 
far as in reason itt ought-to bee supported, dis- 
tinguishing between what ought properly to bee 
cail’d creditt, and chimericall! calculations, and 
the one is certainly practicable, without run- 
wing into the other. A great many goldsmiths 
-are already gone of, and more will daily. I 
question whether one third, nay a fourth can 
stand itt; the cause of which, is this, those 
whoe had either originally, or buying with mony 
gott by taking differences, run into pretty con- 
siderable quantityes of stock, nott being there- 
with content, butt resolving to sitt down with no- 
thing Jesse then hundred thousands, in order to 
obtaine which, gave vast premiums to the gold- 
smiths for mony, pawning their stock. some att 
four, others att five and six liundred, this being 
dJookt uppon as good as land security: the mo- 
mey thus lent by the goldsmiths was in cash 
notes, which whilst paper had creditt, answered 
the end as well as specie ; butt assoon as a run 
-was uppon them, they found (by reason of the 
‘stocks sinking) their pledges would nott produce 
cash to answer their notes, and thus one after 
another are they every day going of. 

«* From the very beginning, [ founded my 
judgment of the whole affair uppgn this unques- 
tionable maxim, that ten millions (which is more 
then our running cash) would not’ circulate two 
hundred millions, beyond which our paper cre- 
ditt extended ; that therefore, when ever that 
should become doubtfull, bee the cause whatiitt 
would, our noble state machine must inevitably’ 
fall to the ground, or att best bee brought within 
soe much a narrower compasse then what was 

_ projected, that our most sanguine people would 
find nothing more appositely expressive of their 
~wain hopes then — . 


Parturiunt montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. 


“ T endeavoured, with an honest and friend- 
| | 9 


~“N 
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South-Sea Company, for circulating a number - 
of their bonds. | 

It is to be observed that nothing of this kind 
arose from the Bank, or was at their motion ; 
and, as far as it appears, nothing but an ap- 
prehension of the people’s resentment, with 
which they were loudly threatened, could have 
prevailed with the Bank to have treated at all 
with the South-Sea Company, and involve 
themselves in their calamities. But the cla- 
mour was irresistible, and the Bank, out of ne« 
cessity, hearkened to the Proposals of the 
South-Sea Company; for from them every 
step and motion proceeded. , 

The first expedient was for ‘the Bank to cir- 
culate bonds of the South-Sea Company to a 


| certain value for a time to be agreed upon, and 


a proposal to that effect was, on the 16th of 
September, sent tothe Bank by the Sub and 
Deputy Governors of the South-Sea Company. 

This not being relished immediately, it was 
proposed, that there should be a meeting of a 
Committee, consisting of five of each Company, 
at the post-master’s house, where were likewise 
present, lord president, Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
the chancellor of the exchequer, and Mr. Craggs, 
post-master-general*, The meeting was on 


ly intention, to persuade as many of my friends 
as I conversed with, tu secure the main chance, 
and nott dip (at least) out of their depth, in_case 
they should resolve to goe with the current. 
Some few were prevailed uppon by such argu- 
ments as I thought well founded, whose hearty 
thanks and acknowledgments I have receiv’d ; 
butt the far greater part concluding (as I must 
own I did) that the thing would have been car- 
ryed on for some longer time, have on this sup- 
position, run themselves aground, which they 
dearly repent: into this they were generally 
lead by assurances from the gent. whose nose 
bled, and whoe himselfe was certainly duped by 
the honest directors from whom hee receiv’d 
information, whilst they were all the time (un- 
derhand) selling out as fast as they could. 
That he was duped, I thinke past doubt, from 
his having by his influence, brought all his par- 
ticular friends, and even his owne family and 
nearest relations, soe far into the mire, as that 
few of them will, during their lives, surmount 
the losse, others of them are sog totally undone, 
as to bee beyond possibility of retrieving itt. 
Possibly, before the end of next session, I may 
bee called a South Sea-man, for I shall note 
join with those whose losses have soe far exas- 
perated them, as to bee desirous, out of revenge, 
to run into extremes, which may endanger the 
nation. Farewel.”—Coxe’s Walpole. Corres- 
respondence; Mr. Thomas Brodrick to lord 


‘Chancellor Middleton. 


* The five directors of South-Sea were, Sir 
John Fellows, sub-governor; Charles Joye, 
deputy-governor; Sir Theodore Jansen, Mr. 
Gore, Mr. Chester. The five Bank Directors 
were, Mr. Hanger, governor; Sir John Ward, 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Sir Peter Delmé, Sir 
Nathaniel Gould, a 


od 
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the 19th of September, three days after the 


Proposal. ; 
This conference lasted many hours, with 


great reluctance on the part of the Bank, but 


was pressed with so much eagerness and autho- 
rity on the other side, that the Bank was pre- 
vailed upon to yield. 

Tt was thought proper, before they parted, 
that-something should be reduced into writing, 
as a minute of the substance of what had been 
under cunsideration, and to serve as a founda- 

_ tion of a future agreement or contract between 
the two companies. . 

There was some little dispute who should 
draw the Minute, but it being the general de- 
sire of the company, that Mr. Walpole should 
do it, in the presence of the whole meeting, he 
pnt down in writing what has ever since beeh 
called, The Bunk Contract, and which was in 
the following words: ‘That the Bank of Eng- 
¢ land shall undertake to circulate three mil- 

lions of South-Sea bonds for one year, ut a 
‘ premium to be agreed upon by the two com- 
* panies; a subscription to be taken, fur ena- 

~ © bling the Bank to carry on the circulation, — 

_ © per cent. to be paid down by every subscriber, 

‘ and — per cent. upon every call at a fort- 

‘night’s notice; the contract with the sub- 

¢ scribers to be made in the nature and form with 

‘former contracts, for circulating Exchequer 

* bills, and the charges of circulation to be borne 

* by the South-Sea company. That, in consi- 

‘ deration of this undertaking, the South-Sea 

‘company shall pav the 3,700,000/. to be 

* paid to the Bank, by notice of parliament, in 

“ South-Sea stock, at a price to be agreed on 

“ between the two companies,’ 

This Paper (which was all that Mr. Walpole 
ever wrote relating to the affair; for at the 
other meetings he was never once present) had 
no title or preamble, signifying what itimported: 
the premium for circulating, and what was to 
be paid down for the circulation, was left blank, 
and the most material part of the whole, at 
what price the Bank was to take the South 
Sea Stock for 3,700,000/. was referred to a sub- 
Sequentagreement. So it could not, with any 
propriety, be called a Contract, but rather a 
rough draught of anagreement, void of all form 
or any manner of obligation. 

The next day after this meeting (Sept. 20) 
there was a General Court of the South Sea 
Company, at Merchant-Taylor’s-hall, where sir 
Jobn Feilows, the: sub-governor, acquainted 
them, ‘ That, since their last meeting, their 
‘ stock having taken an unexpected turn to the 
‘ disadvantage of the company, the directors 
‘ had been consulting’ what inight be most for 
€ the benefit of the corporation ; and considering 
“the great credit the Bank of England had 
¢ justly gained, both at home and abroad, they 
“ had thought it for their interest to treat with 
¢ that company for the circulating their bonds, 
' ©and to grant them stock at a moderate price 

€ in lieu of the 3,700,000/, which the South-Sea 
¢ Company was to pay them at Lady-day and 

- * Michaelmas, 1721, And that from the result 
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‘ of the meeting they hati the night before with 
‘some gentlemen of the Bank, and some per- 
© sons of the first rank, they doubted not bute 
‘such an agreement might soon be perfected.’ 
Hereupon Mr. Dawson moved, ‘ That the di- 
‘ rectors be impowered to agree with the Bank 
‘ of England, or any other persons, to circulate 
‘the company’s bonds, or make any other 
‘ agreement with the Bank, which they should’ 
« judge proper:’ and he was seconded by sir 
Jubn Eyles. Hereupon Mr. Hungerford moved 
for amending the latter part of the question, 
by making express mention of that other 
agreement. But Mr. Pulteney spoke for the 
question, and thought it best to use a latitude 
of expression, and so leave the directors at li- 
berty to act as-they should think proper for the 
interest of the company. He added, ‘ That it 
‘ was a matter of surprise to see what a panic 
‘ had seized upon the minds of the people, ata 
‘time when the nation was in profound peace, 
‘and had nothing to fear, either at home or 
‘from abroad. That, indeed, a. rumour had 
‘ been universally spread, as if the armament 
‘ of the Spaniards was designed either against 
‘Port Mahon or Gibraltar; but that he took 
‘ that report to be altogether false and ground- 
‘less, and only intended to scandafize that 
‘ potentate, and to terrify the people here; for 
“he himself had seen and perused a copy of a 
‘ letter, written by the express command of the 
‘king of Spain by bis secretary of state to the 
‘ British minister at Madrid, absolutely denying, 
‘in the strongest terms, any designs of the 
‘Spanish forces ag:inst any of his Britannic 
‘majesty’s dominions. That he was as much 
‘ concerned in the company as most people; 
‘ but that notwithstanding this general and terri- 
‘ ble alarm, he had not disposed of any part of 
‘his stock ; for he would think it a scandal to be 
‘rich, if the nation were ruined. That, bow- 
‘ ever, he hoped the case would be quite other- 
‘ wise ; and he doubted not but the company 
‘ would soon be restored to its former flourishing 
¢ condition, since it was like to be supported by 
‘the Bank of England, a corporation, who by 
‘ wise, though slow and cautious measures, had 
‘ established its credit, not only at bome, but 
* even among foreigners.” Upon this the question 
was unanimously agreed to. Sir John Fellows 
then farther acquainted the assembly, ‘ That, 
‘ the proprietors of the several annuities lately 
‘ subscribed, as well as those interested in the 
‘ two last money-subscriptions, being very much 
‘ dissatisfied, fearing thereby to be great losers, 
‘the directors had thougl:t it proper, that 
‘the terms should be lowered to make them 
“easy.” Whereupon sir Matthew Decker 
moved, ‘ That power be given to the directors 
‘to relieve the annuitants, who came in upon 
‘ the last subscription: as likewise the proprie- 
‘ tors of the third and fourth money-subscrip-~ 
‘ tions.” . He was seconded by Mr. Craggs, se- 


‘nior, who among other things, said, ‘ That no- 


‘ thing could be more reasonable and just, than 
‘ to give satisfaction to people who had trusted 
‘ their fortanes and estates with the company, 


7 


\ 
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“and that it would be a notorious robbery to 
‘ take any advantage of their confidence in the 
.. “honqur and integrity of the directors.’ This 
gave occasiog to Mr. Budgel* to reflectiin a 
§peech, on the prodigjous leap, from a subscrip- 
tion of 4001. to one of 1,000/. which left such 
3 gap in the building, as would at last bring it 
to the ground. He then observed, that the 
fall of the stock was owing to the malicious ru- 


your, that two or three of the very directors. 


kad basely betrayed the trust reposed in them. 
When he had done speaking, Mr. Chester, one 
of the directors, spoke in vindication of his bre- 
threo, and said, ¢ That he knew of no proceed- 
_ Sings among them, but what were intended for 
‘ the good of the whole company: that for his own 
¢ part, he bad not sold any of his stock, nor re- 
‘served to himself any more of thesubscriptions 
‘ than what was allowed to each of the direc- 
* tors; and that his fortune would have been as 
© large, if be had not been a director; that as 
© to the great gap between the second .and 
€ third subscription, in money, which was ob- 
‘ jected as a wrong step in the management of 
€ the company’s affairs, he could assure them, 
¢ that it was none of the directors fault, since 
¢ they designed to have made the third sub- 
¢ scription at five or six hundred ; but, the hu- 
‘ mour and eagerness of the people having run 
“up the Sauth Sea Stock to seven or eight 


* This is the Eustace Budgel alluded to by 
Pope. — a 
*¢ Vbrice Budgel aim’d to speak, but thrice supprest 
“¢ By. potent Arthur, knocked his chin and breast.’s 

Again, | : 

*< Let Budgel charge low Grub-Street on his quill, 
“¢ And write whate'er he pleased, except his Will.” 
_ © The last line alludes to Tindal’s Will: by 
which, and other indirect practices, Budgel, to 
the exclusion of the next heir, a nephew, got to 
himself almost the whole fortune of .a man en- 
tirely unrelated to him. Respecting the cir- 
cumstance hinted. at, of Eustace Budgel having 
' forged Dr. Tindal’s Will, the reader might per- 


_haps wish to have some further account. - Dr. 


Tindal, of All Sguls College, Oxford, of no- 
torious character, the Author of Christianit 

as old as the Creation, left the following Will, 
€ I, Matthew Tindal, &c. (after.a legacy to his 
‘ maid-servant) give and bequeath to Eustace 
‘ Budzel, the sum.of two thousand ane hundred 
‘ pounds, that his.great talents may serve his 
‘country, &c. my strong box, my diamand 
‘ring, MS. books, &c. (Signed) Mat. Tindal.’ 
_ ©The reverend: Nicholas Tindal, his ne- 
phew, author.of the Continuation of Rapin, de- 


elared his suspicion that this Will was forged. 


This was generally credited, and Budgel, in 
1737, threw himself out ofa boat.and was drown- 
ed. He wrote several of the Spectators ; the His- 
tory ef the Boyles, earls of Shannon, &c. and a 
weekly pamphlet called the Bee. The cause of 
. his death was supposed to have been in relation 
to this Will.” Pope’s Works, yol..4, p. 62. 
Bowles, Edit. 1806. 
Vou, VIE. : 


i ‘ hundzed, they could not. in prudence open a 


‘subscription ag less than a thousand.’ The 
assembly seemed ta be very well pleased with 
Mr. Chester’s speech; but many wondered, 
that none of his brethren took that opportunity 
to ciear themselves, as he had done. Upon 
the whole matter, the courtunanimously agreed 
to the question for relieving|the Jast subscribers, 
and then adjourned. oi 

Two days after, Sept. 22, there was a Ge- 
neral Court of the Bank of England, when 
the governor acquainted them, that this was 
one of their quarterly and half yearly meetings, 
and that their directors had come to a resolu- 
tion to declare the last balf-yearly dividend at — 
four per cent; to which the court having una- 
nimously agreed, the governor proceeded, say- 
ing, ‘He presumed, none could be ignorant 
‘there had of late been divers meetings 
“and. conferences. between the directors of , 
“this company and the diregtors of the South 
‘ Sea, under the influence and interposition of 
‘ some persons of the highest figure and station : 
‘that] they had made no agreement yet with 
‘the South Sea; but that the directors had 


thought fit to come to a resolution upon the - 


‘matter.’ Then the resolution was read ; and, 
without any person’s speaking to it, was imme» 
diately formed into a question to this effect: 
‘That, for the better support of the public 
‘credit, the directors of the bank of England 
‘ be impowered to agree with the directors of 
‘the South Sea, to circulate their bonds to 
‘ what sum, and upon what terms, and fer what 
“time, they shall think proper; and to make 
‘what other agreements with the South Sea, 
‘ they shall judge to be for the interest of this 
‘corporativn:’ which question was instantly 
agreed to with great unanimity. Then the 
Governor acquainted them, that he believed 
books would be ready for a subscription to be 


‘taken in, the next day, forthe purpose afore- 


said, and that it would be on the usual terms, 
15/, per cent. deposit, and 3/. per cent. pre- 
mium, and 5/. per cent. interest, and then the 
court adjourned. 3 

The Directors of the two Companies being thus 
empowered, a Committee of both met ou the 
ae gf September, and a Proposal was made — 

y one of the directors of the South Sea Com- 

pany, * That the 3,700,000/. (which the South 
‘Sea Company was to repay to the Bank at 
‘ Lady-Day, and Michaelmas 1721) should be 
‘ subscribed by the Bank into the stock of the 
‘South Sea Company, for which the Bank was 
‘to have such shares as the funds would pro- 
“duce, the stock being -valued at 400/. per - 
‘cent’ 
_ This Proposal was the next day reported at 
a court of the directors of the Bank; and, 
being agreed to, was the same day communi- 
cated, by a director of the Bank, to the court 
of directors af the South.Sea Company. 

This, in short, is the History of the famous 
Bank Contract, which has made so much 
noise. The substance of all which 1s, that, in. 
the ea distress, the Bank was thought the 

2 : , 
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_ only resource to support-the sinking state of 
the South Sea Company. Every one that 
was thought capable of giving any assistance 
was caljed in: at the first conference Mr. 
Walpole assisted, and the Bank was persuaded 

‘to undertake what was proposed to them: 
the first part of the proposition, and, indeed, 
the original proposal tor circulating the bonds, 
upon which the first conference was held, was 
dropped by the South Sea Company; and the 
last article of taking South Sea stock at 400/. 
percent. was carried on and accepted bya 
committee of the Bank: and this example, it 

- was hoped, by the managers of the South Sea 
affairs, would fix the price of South Sea stock 
at that rate: but they were soon convinced by 
the daily fall of the stock, that this expedient 
would not answer: and the Bank quickly found, 
they had been prevailed upon to consent to 
what they were not able to perform, as will 
presently be seen. : 


When the Books were opened at the Bank, ° 


for taking in a subscription for the support of 
public credit, the concourse of people, who 
readily brought in their money; was at first so 
very great, that it was judged the whole sub- 
scription, (which was intended for three millions) 
would have been filled that very day: but it 
happened, that the fall of the South Sea stock, 
and the discredit of that company’s bonds, oc- 
casioned arun upon the most eminent gold- 
smiths and bankers, some of- whom having 
Jent out great sums upon South Sea stock, and 
other public securities, were obliged to shut 
up their shups and abscond. The Sword 
Blade Company (who hitherto had been the 
chief cash-keepers of the South Sea Company) 
being almost drained of their ready money, 
were forced to stop payment, and set up at 
their office written biils, giving notice, * That 
‘they would pay any part of their notes in 
“ South Sea tock at 400/. per cent. or pay 
¢ part in cash on the Monday following, and 
‘ give five: per cent. interest on the rest till 
‘ paid; und that they would take their own 
~ notes in payment of the monies they, had 
lent.’ This, being looked upon as a kind of 
Bankruptcy, increased the public calamity, 
and occasioned a great run upon the Bank, 
who were obliged to pay out money faster than 
they received it upon the subscription. But the 
festival of Michaelmas, on which the Bank was 
shut of course, gave it some breathing time. 

In the mean time, South Sea Stock con- 
tinued sinking till Michaelmas-Day, when_ it 
was about 150, at which price it was on the 

_2ud of February, the day after the House of 
Commons accepted the Proposals of the South 
Sea Company, whose low credit appeared yet 
more plainly, in that their bonds, payable on 
Michaelmas 1721, were now at above 251. per 
cent. discount, 

Pursuant to a former Resolution for relieving 
the last subscribers, a general court was held the 
30th of September, wherein, after the agreement 
with the Bank was ratified, it was resolved that 


the proprietcrs of the redeemable debts, taken ‘ 
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in on the last subscriptions, should be allowed, 
for their several interests in the funds, the same 
terms, in all respects, as the Bank ; and that 
the last subscription of the Long Annuities 
should be valued at $2 years purchase ; and of 


the Short at 47 years purchase ;* to be paid for 


in stock at 400 per cent. and be intitled to the _ 
last Midsummer dividend: And that all the 
Annuitants should be allowed the interest of 
their annuities to the 29th of September. It was 
also agreed, that the third subscription, which 
was taken at 1000 per cent. should be reduced 
to 400 per cent. and the subscription receipts 
given out accordingly. That the 100 per cent. 
already paid, should be taken in part of the 
payment ; and tliat the remaining 300 per cent. 
should be paid in nine payments, whereof the 
three next payments to be at 40 per cent. each, 
and the other six payments at. 30. per cent. at 
six months distance from each other; the first 
payment of 40 per cent. to be the 2d of July 
1721. It was also agreed, that the fourth — 
subscription, which was taken at 1000 per 
cent. whereof 200 percent. was paid down, 
should be also reduced to 400 per cent. 
and that the remaining 200 per cent. should 
be paid in eight equal payments of 25 per 
cent, jeach, the first of which was to be the 
26th of September, 1721, and the remain- 
ing payments, at six months distance from 
each other, That interest should be al- 
lowed to the company from Michaelmas, 1720, 
after the rate of 5 per cent. per ann. to the 
respective times of payment of the said third and 
fourth subscriptions: And thatthe 10 per cent. 
dividend at Midsummer, should be also allowed 
on the third and fourth subcriptions, That the 
proprietors of the receipts of all the money 
subscriptions, should be allowed, in part of 


* It may not be improper to insert here an 
Account of the Long and Short Aauities, sub- 
scribed or unsubscribed. 

7 Ke s. d. 


666,821 3 3 
427,340 18 9 
125,892 17 6 
- 114,087 12 0 
—— } | 
$1,000 0 0 


Long Annuities, per ann, = - 


- First subscription - - - 
Second sugscription - - 
Unsubscribed - - ~ 


Short Annuities, per ann, = 


First subscription - - - 48,182 0 0 
Second subscription- - - 18,750 0 0 
Unsubscribed - - - = 14,118 O O 
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Lottery Annuities, 1710 - - 46,260 6 1 


First subscription = -  - 
Second subscription - - 
Unsubscribed - - - -~ 


15,918 4 0 
14,906 6 0 
15,365 16 1 


Redeemables - - - = 16,546,482 7 1 


“Subscribed - - - - 
Unsubscribed 


14,391,781 8 0 
2,152,694 7 1 
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their payments, the several dividends that 
should be made on the stock. of the company, 
till their payments were completed. That 
five per cent. interest be allowed on all the 
company’s. bonds from the 29th instant till 
they should become due; and that any of the 
company’s bonds should be taken as money in 
the fourth payment of the first subscription, 
which would become due on the 14th October. 

These Resolutions gave no satisfaction to the 
Annuitants, nor put the least stop to the fall of 
the South Sea Stock. The Bank. finding they 
were not able tostem the tide, without exposing 
the properties of their own principals and ad- 
venturers to be carried away and lost in the 
common deluge, they wisely kept themselves 
out of the general inundation, and did not 
care to be drowned with those they could not 
_ save. They resolved to drop an agreement, 
which they were under no obligation to perform 
(had _ it been possible) and to which the South 
Sea had no power to compel them. On the 


‘ pleased to send them, and they humbly ap- 
‘prehend, they cannot better explain them- 
‘selves, than they have already done, in the 
‘ manner they have given to the South Sea Com- 
‘ pany, acopy whereof was deliveredto your lord- 
‘ ships, which contains the substance of what 
‘they consulted with their council thereupon.’ 

Thus ended the transactions between the 
two Companies, which (as it bas been sug- 
gested) were carried on by the authors and 
promoters of them, witha design to take ad- 
vantage of the first rumour of this supposed 
agreement, and draw in unwary persons, who 
desirous to retrieve their losses, were induced 
to buy stock at the price the Bank had agreed | 
to take it. Those who had countenanced and 
run into every part of the South Sea Scheme, 
aud were consequently deeply involved, were 
justly suspected of having contrived,and taken 
advantage of the contract, by which means 
great numbers of deiuded people were undone. 

Thus, in the space of eizht months, were seen 


10th of November, the governor of the Bank | the rise, progress, and fall, of that mighty fabric, 


reported from the Committee, appointed to 
treat with the South Sea Company, that the 


which, being wound up by mysterious springs 
to a wonderlul height, had fixed the eyes and 


transactions between the Bank and that Com- | expectations of all Europe, but whose founda- 
pany had been laid before council, on behalf | tion being fraud, illusion, credulity and infa- 


of the Bank; and that, the South Sea Com- 
- pany pressing for an answer of what had been 
done therein, the governor of the Bank had 
acquainted the deputy governor of the South 
Sea Company, that the Committee did not 
think fit, for the present, to proceed further in 
that affair, and had delivered to him in writing 
the following Answer. 

“ When the proposition was offered by the 
© lords, at the meeting of the Committees of 
‘both Companies, as a suitable expedient for 
‘ the support of public credit, the court of direc- 
* tors of the Bank shewed their readiness to join 
‘ in any measures, that might tend to the ser- 
‘ vice of the public. 

‘But, some dithculties appearing to the 
‘ Committee of the Bank, they have consulted 
¢ with their council, and they are advised, that 
€ considering the nature of this transaction, it 
¢ will not be safe for them to proceed upon the 
_ © proposition without consent of parhament. 
.£ However, they think it reasonable, that, in 
‘ the mean time, the Committee of the South 
.© Sea should give the Committee of the Bank 
€ some account of their estate, for the satistac- 
‘ tion of their principals.’ 

About a week after, the following paper 
was sentto the Bank from the Lords of the 
Treasury : § My lords desire, that the difficul- 
‘ties which have arisen (and upon which, they 
‘say, they have consulted thein own council) 
“ concerning the late agreement between them 
€ and the South Sea Company, may be put in 
“writing, and delivered to their lordships, as 
€ soon as possible, that their lordships may 
‘ receive the opinion of the king’s council.’ 

To this the following Answer was given: 
‘The Court of Directors of the Bank have, 
‘with the utmost deference, considered the 
* magesage in writing, which your lordships were 


tuation, fell to the ground, as soon as the artful 
management of the projectors was discovered. 
The ebb of this swoln fluctuating credit re- 
turned with greater violence than it flowed, and 
carricd every thing before it with tbat precipita- 
tion, that the application of the ministers of 
state, and the directors of the great companies 
jointly and separately to stop it, were ineffectual. 
Express after express was sent to Hanover, to 
give the king information of the state of affairs, 
which was so urgent, that the king set out for 
England sooner than he intended, and arrived 
at London the 11th of November. 

The South Sea stock, which was 200 at the 
king’s arrival, fell again upon the prorogation of 
the parliament, from the 25th of November to 
the 8th of December, to 135; but, on a report 
that the ministry had agreed with the principal 
directors of the South Sea, the Bank, and 
East India Company, upon a project which 
would very much conduce to the restoration of 
the public credit, it rose again to 240, : 


SIXTH SESSION orf trust BIFTH PARLIA- 
MENT or GREAT BRITAIN. 


The King’s Speech at the Opening of the Ses- 
ston.] December 8. This day the King came 
to the House of Lords, when the Lord Chancel- 
lor, by his majesty’s command, read the following 
Speech to both Houses: 


“My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘‘ Since we last parted, the face of our affairs 
-abroad is become more favourable: the peace 
in the South only wants the form of a Congress, 
and that of the North is brought much nearer 
to a conclusion. I shall, at a proper time, 
order the several Treaties I have made to be 
laid before you; by which you will perceive the. 
success of our endeavours tq establish a peace 
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throughout Europe, and to secure and support 
the Protestant religion: at the same time, I can 
never sufficiently express my concern for the. 
unhappy turn of affairs, which has so much 
affected the Public Credit at home. 

«© Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“ [do most earnestly recommend it to you, 
that you consider of the most effectual and 
speedy methods to restore the National Credit, 
and fix it upon a lasting foundation. You will, 
I doubt ‘not, be assisted inso commendable and 
necessary a work, by every mau that loves his 
country, and especially by the several great So- 
cieties of this kingdum. I hope you will, on 
this occasion remember, ‘that all your pru- 
dence, your temper, and resolution, are neces- 
sary,to find out and apply the proper remedies 
to our misfortunes: which will, if you succeed, 
serve to increase that reputation you have so 
justly acquired, particularly, if you shall be able, 
notwithstanding these difficulties, to discharge 
a part of the Public Debt. 

‘¢ T have ordered the several Estimates to be 
laid before you of the expence of the ensuing 
year; and must desire you to dispatch the Sup- 
plies necessary for them. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ T am glad to observe to you, that our trade 
* does appear to have been more extended this year 
than in the preceding one; we have the most 
flourishing navy of any nation whatsoever to pro- 
tect it: and Thope you will turn your thoughts 
to the best methods for the security and en- 
larging of our commerce. You may depend 
on my hearty concurrence to all such provi- 
sions, as shall appear to you necessary for the 
good of my people.” 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.] The Lords 


immediately agreed to the following Address : 


‘¢ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“ We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
‘subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
majesty the Thanks of this House, for your 
most gracious Speech from the throne; and to 

‘congratulate. your majesty upon the near pro- 
. Spect of gq general peace being established 
throughout Europe: and we do acknowledge, 
with the greatest gratitude, your majesty’s care 
and endeavours for the security and support of 
the Protestant religion; towards the attaining 
which great ends, your majesty may depend 
upon our utmost support and assistance. 

“¢ We cannot sutticiently express to your ma- 
Jesty how much we are concerned at the pre- 
‘sent unhappy state of Public Credit: and we 
_- do, upon this occasion, assure your majesty of 
_ our zealous and ready concurrence ia all such 
methods as shall be most effectual and speedy to 
restore it, and fix it upon a lasting foundation ; 
and also in all other measures that may tend to 
the securing and enlarging the commerce of 
these kingdoms,” i 


The King’s Answer.] 


To this the King gave 
the following Apswer: 
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“< My Lords, ; | 

“IT thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 

dress; and I persuade myself, that your zeal 

for the good of your country, your tempers 

wisdom, and unanimity, will greatly contribute 


‘towards extricating us out of our present diffi- 


culties.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Motion for an 
Address.] The Commons being returned to 
theig House, | 


Mr. Pulteney moved, “ That an fumble Ad- 
dress be presented to his majesty, to return him 
the thanks of this House for his most gracious 
Speech trom the throne; to express the satis- 
faction of his faithful Commons at the neat 
prospect there is of peace being established 
throughout Europe, by the success of his ma= 
jesty’s endeavours; to acknowledge his majesty’s 
great goodness in his tender concern for the 
misfortunes of his people, occasioned by the 
unhappy turn of affairs, that hath so much af- 
fested the Public Credit of this kingdom; to 
assure his majesty, that this House will, at 
this critical conjuncture, wherein his majes- 
ty’s government and the interest of his 
people are so highly concerned, proceed with 
all possible care, prudence, and temper, to in+ 
quire into the causes of these misfortunes,* 


* «“ Dec, 10. Upon Wednesday night, about 
a hundred members met at the Secretary’s 
office, when (according to custom) the king's 
Speech was read, and a Resolution was pro- 
posed for an Address of Thanks. One of the 
company said, he thought the directors of ‘the 
South Sea Company ought by name to be re- 
presented, as the persons to whom the loss of 
credit ought to be imputed, but condemning 
persons urheard (however obnoxious) was not 
reasonable; but that the end might be attained 
by general words, to wit, to enquire into the 
‘causes of these misfortunes.’ This was very 
vigorously opposed by some few, and a great 
man said it would, instead of retrieving, occa- 
sion (probably) an utter loss of it, for that the | 
directors would run away ; but this did not ob- 
tain. For my own part, I thought the words 
fully agreed to, when on a sudden it was 
whispered about, that they were omitted, which 
gave occasion to a friend of yours, to call to 
Mr. Secretary, who was reading a subsequent 
paragraph, to know whether the amendment 
proposed were inserted, to which he answered 
no; ‘fur you know,’ says he, I am to ob- 
‘serve directions, and members calling out, 
‘ read on, read on, I proceeded so to do, with- 
out inserting them.” The other replied, “T 
‘ thought the words agreed to, and consequent 
‘ly inserted, for surely half a dozen near you 
‘ are not to think of determining for so great a 
‘number: we meet here as I apprehend to en- 
¢ deavour so to understand each other, as to be 


©of one mind in another place; I think it 


‘ therefore incumbent on me to speak plainly. 
‘ ‘This resolution is to be proposed to the House, 
‘ where the words you have thought fit to omit, 


> 


1] 
and apply the proper remedies for restoring and 
fixing Public Credit upon sach solid and lasting 
foundations, as may effectually give ease and 
quiet to the minds of his majesty’s subjects ; 
and that this House will, with readiness and 
cheerfulness, grant the Supplies necessary for 
the service of the ensuing year, und consider in 
what manner the Trade and Commerce of the 
nation may be best secured and extended.” 

; Mr. Henry Pelham seconded this motion, 

ut | 

Mr. Shippen offered a clause to he added 
nfter the words, ‘ for restoring and fixing Pub- 
‘hie Credit,’ viz. ‘ as far as it is consistent with 
‘the honour of parliament, the interest of the 
‘nation, and the principles of justice.’ Mr, 


‘ may be offered, and I do promise you upon 
‘ my word they will be sv, when they will be 
* fully debated, and if occasion be, the ques- 
‘tion determined by a division.’ Mr. Secre- 
tary then said, propose your words, which 
being done, they were without more ado in- 
serted. 

‘¢ The motion being yesterday made, gentle- 
men let themselves into the most bitter invectives 
against the mis-execution of the act of parlia- 
ment, and indeed in great measure against the 
act, as vesting too large powers in a set of men 
who are now called miscreants, the scum of 
the people, and worse names if possible. Thus 
are we ashamed of what many of us contended 
for last year with the.greatest eagerness, and 
that upon motives not fit to be mentioned. 
The more moderate few (for that was what but 
very few had a right to call themselves) laid 
the stress upon mis-execution ; but even upon 
this head, they went great lengths, particularly 
sir Joseph Jekyll, who said, that he could not 
but think, at least hope, that all the Directors 
were not equally culpable, but sure he was, that 
some were highly criminal who were not direc- 
tors. Another said, the ministry with only a 
frown had been able to put a stop to all the 
little Bubbles, in order to deepen the water for 
the great one, whence profit was to arise. A 


third concluded thus: This parliament begun: 


with a Secret Committee falling upon a prece- 
dent ministry; and why may it not conclude 
with doing so to another? What your friend 
_ said Wednesday night, proves to have been 
‘well judged, for upon reporting the address 
yesterday, sir J. J. moved an amendment, by 
inserting what you see therein, of punishing the 
authors, which went without opposition. Others 
took exception to it as too tender; this not 
being a party cause, arrows in full vollies are 
let fly from every quarter. 

‘“‘ Thursday is appointed for considering the 
State of Credit, when Mr. Walpole has pro- 
mised us his thoughts, and though his friends do 
not love to hear of a scheme to be called his, 
he is certainly digesting one, which we are then 
to have, the greater part of which, all the town 
know already.” Coxe’s Walpole, Correspon- 
dence: Mr. Thomas Brodrick to lord Chan- 
vellor Middleton. 


od 
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Shippen’s reasons for this addition, were, That 
in order effectually to remedy the present mis- 
fortunes, (meaning the fatal South Sea Scheme) 
it was absolutely necessary to maintain the 
honour and faith of parliamentary engage- 
ments, and to shew the highest resentment 
against those, who, abusing the trust reposed 
in them, had given so fatal a wound to publié 
credit, and enriched themselves by tbe plunder 
of the nation: that, in his opinion, the ma- 
nagers of the South Sea Project were not the 
most criminal, since there were those above 
them, whose duty it was to overlook and direct 
their proceedings; and had those at the helm | 
interposed in the affair of the South Sea, as 
they did in the case of other projects, they 
would have prevented that dismal calamity 
which has since befallen the nation. 

Mr. Shippen was seconded by Mr. Bromley. 

Sir William Wyndham said, That it woul 
be a disgrace to a British House of Commons, 
to shew, on this occasion, less vigour and spirit 
than the parliament of Paris, then sitting at 
Pontoise: that that parliament was justly 
looked upon as the shadow of an English par- 
liament ; and yet that very parliament had, by 
their firmness and resolution, carried their 
Noint so far, as to get that person removed 
from the administration, whom they looked 
upon as the author of the present misfortunes, 


_of France. 


_ The Lord Molesworth,* who spoke on the, 


* “ Robert, viscount Molesworth, descended 
from an ancient family in Northamptonshire, . 
was born December 1656, in Dublin, whete © 
his father, who died before his birth, had settled 
asamerchant. He was educated at Dublin, 
and displayed so much zeal and patriotism at 
the Revolution, that James’s Parliament: sé- 
questered his property. The victorious Wil- 
liam, however, rewarded his fidelity, made him 
one of his privy counsellors, and sent him as his 
ambassador to Denmark. After a residence 
of three years Molesworth offended the Danish 
Court, by not spelen respecting the cus- 
toms and the privileges of the country, and left 
the place abruptly, and on his return to Eng- 
land published “ An Account of Denmark.” 
The book, though well received and translated 
into several languages, offended prince George 
of Denmark, by representing the Danish go- 
vernment as tyrannical, and a memorial of 
complaint'was presented to king William, and 
an answer prepared to it by Dr. King. But 
Molesworth disregarded these measures, safe 
in the public approbation and the friendship of 
Shaftesbury. He was member of the House of 
Commons tn several parliaments, but rendered 
himself obnoxious to the clergy, by an affecta- 
tion of popularity, and by profane insinuations 
that religion is a pious craft, an useful state en- 
gine, but far inferior to the principles which, in 
the school of Athens and Rome, incited their 
attentive youth to the love of their country, 
and to the practice of the moral virtues. As 
he strongly supported the Hanoverian succes- 
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“same side, run over the king’s Speech from the 


throne, and said, He was glad they were told, 
that the peace in the South only wanted the 
form of a Congress, which gave him hopes, ‘hat 
the difficulties started by Spain, in relatio.. to 
Gibraltar, were, at last, surmounted, and that 
we were like to preserve that important con- 
quest of the preceding war, together with 
Port Mahon, which would make us some 
amends for the great, expence of blood and 
treasure we had lately been at, to conquer 
Sicily for the House of Austria. And speaking 
of the South Sea calamity, he said, That be- 
fore they considered of the proper remedies, 
they ought to enquire into the cause and na- 
ture of the distemper: that it is with the body 
politic, as with the body natural ; and therefore 
they ought to imitate skilful surgeons, who, in 
order to cure a wound, begin with probing it, 
and, when they find it necessary, make inci- 
sions and scarifications to get the venomous 
core out of it, before’ they apply healing plais- 
ters ; and that they who follow a contrary 
method are but mere empirics, who, by using 
palliatives, make the sore rankle and fester, 
and endanger the life of the patient. He 
owned it had been by some suggested, that 
there was no law to punish the Directors of 
the South Sea Company, who were justly 
looked upon as the immediate authors of the 
present misfortunes: but that, in his opinion, 
they ought, on this occasion, to follow the ex- 
ample of the ancient Romans, who having no 
law against parricide, because their legislators 
supposed no son could be so unnaturally 
wicked, as to embrue his hands in his father’s 
blood, made one to punish so heinous a crime, 
as soon as it happened to be committed; and 
adjudged the guilty wretch to be thrown alive, 
sewed up in a sack, into the Tyber. Con- 
eluding, That as he looked upun the con- 
trivers and executers of the villainous South 
Sea Scheme, as the parricides of their couutry, 
he should be satisfied to see them undergo the 
same punishment. A, 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said, That as he doubted 
not but among the South Sea Directors some 
might be innocent, and others criminal; so he 
was of opinion, there were those, who were 
not Directors, no less, if not more criminal, 
than the Directors themselves ; and who there- 
fore deserved an equal, if nota severer 
punishment. Adding, That upon extraordi- 
nary emergencies, where the laws are defi- 
cient, the legislative authority may and ought 
to exert itself; and he hoped a British parlia- 
liament would never want a vindictive power 
to punish national crimes. 

r. Grey Neville, Mr. Pitt, and some other 


sion, notwithstanding the eccentricity of his 


| gee a he could not but be acceptable, for 


is abilities and influence, to George the First, 
by whom he was imade a privy counsellor, and 
created a peer of Ireland in 1716. He died 


22d May 1725, at his seat near Dublin.” 
Lempriere, 


members, spoke also for the clause offered by 
Mr. Shippen: but, on the other hand, it was 
represented by Mr. Cragys, Mr. Philip Yorke, 
and Mr. Robert Walpole, That such a re- 
strietion did but ill suit with an Address of 
Thanks; which, io their opinion, ought to run 
in the usual form, and answer, in general 
terms, the several heads of the Speech from 
the throne: that as.to.the main dnft of that. 
clause, they thought it inconsistent with the 
rules of prudence, to begin this session with 
Irritating inquiries: that if the city of London 
were on fire, they did not doubt but all wise 
men would be for extinguishing the flames, and 
preventing the spreading of the conflagration, 
before they inquired into the incendiaries : 
that in like manner, Public Credit having re- 
ceived a most dangerous wound, and being 
still in a bleeding condition, they ought to ap- 
ply a speedy remedy to it; and that afterwards 
they might inquire into the cause of the 
present calamity. Mr. Walpole declared, That 
he had never approved the South Sea Scheme, 
and was sensible it had done a great deal 
of mischief: but since it could not be un- 
done, he thought it the duty of all good men 
to give their helping hand towards retrieving 
it: and that with this view, he had already 
bestowed some thoughts on a Proposal to re- 
store Public Credit, which, at a proper time, he - 
would submit ta the, wisdom of that House. 

Ilereupon, the question being put for insert- 
ing the clause before-mentioned, it passed in 
the negative, by 261 against 103. ° 


Dec. 9, Upon the Report of the Address of 
Thanks, a motion being made by Mr. Milher, 
member for Minehead, tor inserting the words, 
‘ And for punishing the Authors of our present 
‘ Misfortunes,’ and seconded by sir Joseph 


Jekyll, the same was carried without dividing. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.] Dec. 10. 
The Commons, with their Speaker, waited on 


his Majesty with the abovementioned Address, 


which js as follows: 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign, © 

“ We your majesty’s nrost dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liament assembled, beg leave to return your 
Inajesty our most dutiful and hearty Thanks 
for your most gracious Speech trom-the throne. 

“We can never ¢sutfiiciently express our 
gratitude to your majesty, for your constant 
care of the true interest of your subjects, nor 
the satisfaction of your faithful Commons, in 
seeing that the just influence of your majesty’s 
councils abroad, has procured so near a pros- 
pect of a general peace throughout Europe : 
which isa fresh instance to them, that your 
majesty places your greatness only in the pros- 
perity and happiness of your people. ‘ 

“‘ Tf any thing could more etiectually endear 
your majesty to us than the mildness of your 
government, it would be that tender and af- 
fectionate concern you express for the present 
misfortunes of your people, occasioned by the 
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tnhappy turn of affairs, that hath so much af- 
‘ected the public credit of this kingdom. 
ss But your faithful Commons are met toge- 
ther with minde fully disposed to take the most 
just and effectual methods, and to do every thing 
that becomes ‘an affectionate parliament, at 
this critical conjuncture, wherein your majes- 
ty’s government, and the interest of your peo- 
ple, are so highly concerned, to restore and fix 
the credit of this nation upon such solid and 
lasting foundation, as may effectually give ease 
and quiet to the minds of your majesty’s sub- 
jects; and we flatter ourselves, that our under- 
taking will be the more easy, since we are de- 
termined to proceed with all possible prudence, 
temper, and resolution, to inquire into the 
causes of our present misfortunes ; and with 
-the.maturest deliberation, apply ourselves to 
find out the most proper measures for redress- 
ing them, and for punishing the authors of them. 
<< The improvement of our Trade is of so 
public a concern, and so necessary for the 
support and power of this kingdom, that we 
will employ our utmost endeavours to consider 
in what manner the commerce of the nation 
may be best secured and extended. 
<< And we beg leave to assure your majesty, 
that we will, with all cheerfulness and una- 
niroity, grant the Supplies which shall be ne- 
cessary for the service ot the ensuing year, and 
the support of yuur government, upon which 
the happiness of the nation, the liberty of your 
subjects and the security of our religion so 
entirely depend.” 


The King’s Answer.] To which the King 
returned the following Answer : aan 


“* Gentlemen ; me 
“ T return you my hearty Thanks for this 
Address ; and as I depend on your applying a 
speedy remedy to the present distress, I am 
persuaded you will take the most prudent mea- 
sures to make it effectual.” | 


Debate on ordering the South Sea Company 
to lay an Account of their Proceedings before 
the Commons.| Dec. 12. The.Commons ina 
grand cummittee, considered of the‘ motion to 
grant a Supply to his majesty, which was 
vianimousiy agreed to After this, Mr. Grey 
Neville moved, « Tiat the Directors of the 
South Sea Companv should forthwith lay before 
the House an Account of their Proceedings :” 
He was seconded by Mr. Pitt, and backed by 
Jord Molesworth. The courtiers being sur- 
prised at this unexpected motion, : 
_ Mr. Craggs thereupon endeavoured to shew, 

That it was preposterous; and that the House 
having already appointed a day to resolve into 
a grand committee, to consider of the present 
State of the Public Credit of this kingdom, the 
same would naturally bring on the inquiry into 
the conduct of the South-Sea Directors. Mr. 
Craggs. was seconded by lord Hinchinbroke 
and by 

Mr. Horatio Walpole, who owned indeed, 
That the South-Sea Scheine was weak in its 


projection, villainous in its execution, and 
calamitous in its end; but that, in his opinion, 
they ought to begin with applying a remedy to 
the evil. - | 

Mr. Robert Walpole added, That as he had 
already declared, ‘he had spent some time upon 
a Proposal for that purpose; but was appre- 
hensive, that if they went on in a warm, pas~ 
sionate way, the said scheme might be rendered 
altogether impracticable ; therefore he desired 
that the House would proceed regularly and 
calmly, lest by running precipitately into odious 
inquiries, they should exasperate the distemper 
to such’a degree, as to render all remedies 
ineffectual. , 
- Sir Joseph Jekyll on the other hand, set forth’ 
the necessity of examining, without the least 
delay, into the eonduct f the South-Sea Com- 
pany; to see whether they had made good 
their engagements, and strictly followed the 
rules prescribed to them by the act passed last 
session of parliament in their favour; urging, 
That this was the most natural way of pro- 
ceeding in an affair of so great importance :. 
that on the contrary, it seemed absurd to at- 
tempt the cure of a distemper before’ they 
were acquainted with it: but that as soon as it 
was thoroughly discovered, he hoped that wise 
assembly should not want Schemes to apply 
proper remedies to it. : 

Mr. Gilford Lawson having supported Mr. 
Neville’s motion, the courtiers thought fit no 
longer to oppose it; so that the same was 
agreed to without a division*, and it was ac- 
cordingly ordered, an 


/ . 


a a a 

* «& Dec. 18. The motion of Saturday (which 
I’mentioned in my last,) was yesterday put into 
better form, as you will see by the votes: the 
first question moved, was in very strong terms 
opposed by three or four ;. for as I remember, 
that was the number. On the other hand, 
numbers spoke with the freedom becoming a 
British House of Commons. The first who 
spoke on the side of the question, was my 
quondam colleague (sir Richard Steele) he ine 
deed: set the matter in a clear light, by telling’ 
us, that a nation of more wealth and greater 
credit than any in Europe, within less than 
two years, was reduced to what -we see, and 
tuo sensibly feel, by a few cyphering cits. a. 


‘species of men of equal capacity in all respects 


(that of cheating a deluded people only ex- 
cepted) with those animals who saved the 
capitol, who were now to be screened by those 
of greater figure, for what reason they best 
know, others were at liberty to judge. Ano- 
ther (in answer to an argument against the 
question, that this vindictive’ justice so much 
contended for, would not attain -the end pro- 
posed, for that you would not be able to come 
at the estates of the delinquents) said he 
thought all the laws against bankrupts being 
enacted i::to one against the Directors (for so 
he would alwavs call them, as what carried 
more of obloquy than any other word could ex~ 
press) would, in his‘opinion, attain the end pro~ 
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- 4, “That the Directors of the South Sea. 


Company do forthwith lay before this House 
an Account of all their Proceedings what- 
soever, relating to an Act, passed the last 
session of parliament, intituled, * An Act for 
* enabling the South Sea Company to increase 
‘their present capital Stock, and Fund, by re- 
€ deeming such public Debts and [ncumbrances 
*as are therein mefitioned: and for raising 
“money to he applied for lessening several of 
‘the pablie Debts and Incumbrances; and 
® for calling in the present Exchequer Bills re- 
€ maining uncancelled ; and for making forth 
* new bills, in lieu thereof, to be circulated and 
‘ exchanged, upon demand, at or near the Ex- 
* chequer.’ . 

2. “That the Managers and Directors ap- 
poiutedby the Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
sury, by virtue of the said Act, do forthwith 
lay belore this House all such Matters and 
Things as they have done and performed, or or- 


dered to be done and performed, in relation to, 


the said Act. 
_ 8, ‘ That the said Managers-and Directors 
do forthwith lay before this House an Account 
of all Orders they have received, from time to 
_ time, from the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury. 
4. © That the Directors of the South Sea 
Company do forthwith lay before this House 
- an Account of what money, and Exchequer 
Bills, have been received by, or for the use of, 
the said Company, since the 25th day of De- 
cember 1719; and the respective uses and pur- 
poses to which the same have been ay eocee 

5. “That the said Directors do forthwith 
lay hefore this House an abstract of what pub- 
lic Debts and Incumbrances have been sub- 
scribed to, or discharged by, the said Company, 
pursuant to any act or acts of parliament ta 
that behalf, since the 25th of December 1719; 
and in what manner such subscriptions were 
made. : | : 

.6. “ That the said Directors do forthwith la 

before this House an account of what sum or 
sumsof money have been taken up, or borrowed, 
en account ef the said Company, or which they 
stand engaged for, upon bills, bonds, or otber 
contracts, under their common seal, or other- 
wise, since the 25th of December 1719.” 


_ Dec. 14. Mr. Pitt complained of the dila- 
toriness of the South Sea Directors in com- 
plying with the Orders made on the 12th inst. 


posed. Abundance spoke with equal bitter- 
ness, and such was the general outcry, that the 
previous question, which had heen demanded, 
was not thought fit to be insisted ypoen, and 


they were too wise to discover their weakness 


by a division upon the main question. How 
far Ways and Means will go towards the ward- 
ing the blow, I |know aot; that they will be 
used, I am satisfied, but I think there is a pos- 
sibility of a disappaintment.” Coxe’s Wal- 
pole. Correspondence: Mr. Thomas Brod- 


uck to lord Middleton. 


by the House, and was seconded by sir Joseph 
Jekyll: but sir Theodore Janssen, member for 
Yarmouth, and one of the South Sea’ Directors, 
having assured them, that the next day part of 
the Papers called for would be laid before them, 
the House acquiesced. 


The said Accounts presented to the House.] 
Dec. 15. The Sub-Governor and Deputy-Go- 
vernor of the South Sea Company presented to 
the House several Papers, with a Schedule of 
them, which was read. Hereupon it was or- 
dered, “‘ That the said Papers be referred to 
the Committee of the whole House, who were 
to take into consideration the present State of 
the Public Credit of this kingdom.” Then the 
House resolved itself into the said Committee ; 
and after the reading of those Papers, which 
lasted untill about tour in the afternoon, Mr. 
Sloper, Mr. Plummer, Mr, Milner, sir Richard 
Steele, and Mr. Lawson, made several excep- 
tions to the conductof the South Sea Directors; 
and, in particular, to their lending out vast 
sums of money belonging to the Company, 
without being duly authorised for that purpose : 
but as the Committee could not regularly pro- 
ceed in that matter without exact Accounts of 
these. Loans, the farther consideration of the 
present State of the Public Credit was ad- 
Journed to the 19th; and, in the mean time it 
was ordered, that the Directors of the South 
Sea Company should lay before the House se- 
veral Papers relating to that affair. - 


Resolutions on the Supply.| Dec. 19. Mr. 
Farrer reported to the House the Resolutions 
of the grand Committee on the Supply, viz. 
‘¢ 14. That 10,000 men be allowed for the ser- 
vice of the year 1721, heginning from the 1st 
day of January 1721. 2. That 4/. per man 
per month be allowed for maintaining the said 
10,000 men for 13 months, including the ord- 
nance for sea-service. 3. That 219,040¢. 14s. 
be granted for the ordinary of the navy for the 
year 1721, including half-pay to sea-officers. 
4. That 50,200, be granted for extra-repairs 
of the navy for the year 1721. 5. That the 
number of effective men to be provided for 
guards and garrisons in Great Britain, and for 
Jersey and Guernsey, for the year 1721 (in- 
cluding 1,859 invalids) be 14,294 men, com- 
mission and2nan-commissiun officers included. 
6. That 567,0704. 3s. 4d. be granted for the 
charge of the said 14,294 effective men. 7. 
That 150,7432. 18s. 4d. 1, be granted for the 
land forces and garrisons in the Plantations, 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and for provisions for 
the garrisons of Annapolis-Royal, Placentia, 
and Gibraltar, for the year 1721. 8. That 
94,5002. be granted upon account to reduced 
officers of the land forces and marines.” 


Debate on the Number of Land Forces.| The 
first four of these Resolutionsbeing severally read 
the second time, were agreed to by the House, 
but the fifth being also read a second time; 

Mr. Shippen represented, That a general 
Peace being so near a conclusjoy, part of the 
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Land-Forces, now on foot, might well be spared, | warm debate, which lasted till near eight in 
and the saving sum applied towards repair- | the evening, when it was at last resolved by 
ang the public Calamity; and therefore he {| 259 voices against 117, ‘ That all the sub- 


moved, That the said 5th Resolution be re-com. 
mitted. | | 
He was hacked by Mr. Bromley, sir William 
Wyndham and Mr. Hungerford ; but was op- 
Breet by Mr. Robert Walpole, and his brother 
r. Smith aud some other gentlemen, who en- 
deavoured to shew, That the number of our 
forces was so moderate, that it could hardly be 
lessened, even although a general peace were 
concluded, without exposing the nation either 
to fureign insults, or to domestic factions; and 
therefore it were highly imprudent to make 
any reduction in the army before the conclu- 
sion of the peace: that on the other hand, the 
sum that might be saved by disbanding 3 or 


4000 men was very inconsiderable, and ought |. 


Not to come in competition with the advantage 
of being in a posture of defence: Since nothing 
_ contributes more to the public credit of a 
free nation, than the being in a condition not 
to fear any thing, either at home or abroad. 
The question being put upon Mr. Shippen’s 
motion, it passed in the negative, without di- 
viding. : 


Debate in the Commons on the State of the 
Public Credit.] The Commons being in a grand 
Committee to take into farther consideration 
the present State of the Public Credit of the 
kingdom, | 


Sir Joseph Jekyll moved, That a select 
committee be appointed. to inquire into all the 
Proceedings relating to. the Execution of the 
South-Sea-Act, and was secouded by Mr. Gil- 
frid Lawson. But 

Mr. Robert Walpole, having represented, 
That the proceeding in that manner would take 
up a great deal of time, and that the public 
credit being in a bleeding condition, they ought 
to apply a speedy remedy to it; that motion 
was not insisted on. After this 

Mr. Sloper shewed, That. the present ca- 
lamity was mainly owing to the vile arts of 
Stock-Jobbers, whereby the public funds were 
wound up far above their real value. 

Which being readily assented to, the Com- 
mittee came to this Resolution, viz. ‘ That no- 
thing can tend more to the establishment of 
Public Credit, than preventing the infamous 
practice of Stock-Jobbing.” Then, 

Mr. Robert Walpole acquainted the Com- 
mittee, That as he had hinted some days be- 
fore, he had spent some time upon a Scheme for 
restoring Public Credit ; but that the execution 
of it depending upon a position, which had 
been laid down as a fundamental, he thought 
it proper, before he opened the said scheme, 
to be informed, whether he might rely on that 
main foundation, viz. Whether the subscrip- 
tions of public debtsand incumbrances, money 
subscriptions, and other contracts made with 
the South-Sea Company, shouldremain in the 
“ present state? 

This question being stated, occasioned a 


Vout. VII. 


duty incumbent 
them. - 


scriptions of public Debts and incumbrances, 
and other contracts made with the South-Sea 
Company, by virtue of an act made last session, 
remain in the present state, unless al:ered for 
the ease and relief of the proprietors by a Ge- 
veral Court of the South-Sea Company, or set - 
aside by due course of law. ‘ 

Dec. 20. Mr. Farrer reported the Resolu- 
tion of the grand Committee on Public Credit ; 
which with some amendments, was agreed to 
by the House, viz. “That it will very much 
contribute towards the establishing publie¢-cre- 
dit, to prevent the infamous practice of Stock- 
Jobbing ;” anda Bill was orderet to be brought 
in thereupon. in | 

Then a motion being made, That the House 
do agree with the Committee in the second 
Resolution, there arose a very warm debate, 
that lasted from three o’clock till half an hour 
past six in the evening. 

Mr. Robert Walpole, who, with his usual 
eloquence, spoke for the motion, set forth the 
views with which the South-Sea act was made ; 
to wit, to consult the landed and trading in- 
terest of the nation, by lessening its incum- 


_brances and public debts, and putting thein in 


a method of being paid off in a few years ; 
which could not have been done, unless a way 
had been found to make the Annuities for 
long terms redeemable ; which had been hap- 
pily effected by the South-Sea Scheme, without 
a breach of parliamentary faith; and if they 
should now unravel what had been done, ‘they’ 
should not only ruin the South-Sea Company, 
but instead of alleviating, aggravate the present 
misfortunes. In answer to this, 

Sir Joseph Jekyll urged, That in order to re- 
medy the present distemper, and restore public’ 
credit, they ought, in the first place, to resolve 
and assert public faith, equity, and justice, 
which the South-Sea managers had notoriously 
violated, with respect to the first and second 
subscribers of annuities and other public 
debtg: For the foriner had not the stock, ta 
which they were intitled, delivered to them, till 
six months after they had subscribed their ef- 
fects, and when the stock was fallen above 
balf in its price; andthe latter had not the op- 
tion either to accept or reject the terms that 
were offered them. - | - 

Mr. Walpole having, among other things, re- 
plied, Thatif any injustice was done to the 
subscribers, they were, by the Resolution in 
question, left at liberty to seek their relief by | 
law : 

Mr. Lechmere, chancellor of the duchy, an- 
swered him, ‘sud insisted, That if the South- 
Sea company, whom the parliament had ap- 
pointed trustees for the public debts, bad not 
duly executed that trust, in relation to the ane 
nuitants, the latter could seek for relief no 
where but,in parliament, and that it was @ 
on the legislature to relieve 


ay 
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other gentlemen, spoke en the game side; but 
were answered by Mr. Secretary Craggs, sir 
William Thompson, and Mr. Hungerford. Aod 
after some other speeches, the country party 
moved for adjourning the debate; but the 
question put thereupon, being carried in the 
negative, by 232 voices against 88, the House 
agreed, without dividing, to. the second Resolu- 
tion of the day before, above-mentioned 


Mr. R. Walpole presents his Scheme to the 
House, for restoring Public Credit.] Dec. 21. 
Mr. Lowndes presented to the Commons several 
Accounts and Estimates; after which, the 
House resolved itself into a grand Committee 
‘on the Supply, and came to several Resolu- 
tions thereupon. Then the members in West- 
minster-hall, court of requests, and places ad- 
jacent, having been summoned to attend, the 
House resolved itself into a grand Committee, 


‘and Mr. Robert Walpole laid before them a 


new Scheme to restpre Public Credit, * which 


was, in substance, to ingraft nine millions of 
South-Sea stock into the Bank of England, 


REE RINE AnEaREnEanenan anaes tee caer ie aaa asa aaaasasaa 
* << Having thus gradually smoothed his way, 


and obtained the avowal of the Commons, that 
the subscriptions of the proprietors of the debt 


should be considered as valid, Walpole brought 


forward his scheme; it was, in substance, to 
engraft nine millions of stock into the Bank of 


England, and the same sum into the East India 
company, on certain conditions ; the remaining 
twenty millions were to be left to the South 
Sea Company. In his speech, recommending 
this plan, Walpole studiously avoided the in- 
troduction of any speculative topics, or any as- 


gertions which were not proved by papers be- |- 


fore the House ; He promised. and frequently 
repeated, that he founded his calculauons on 
the veracity of thase statements, and by his 
prudence in that respect, silenced many cavils 
which must necessarily have arisen from asser- 
tions less closely connected with obvious and 
attainable proof. After a few objections, made 
by Hutcheson, and some other members, it was 
ordered, that proposals should be received from 
the Bank of England, and the East India Com- 
pany, for restoring public credit. It met howe 
ever with a warm, but fruitless opposition from 
the three companies, because neither derived 
from it any peculiar advantage ; their proposals 
were presented to the House, and a bill framed 
‘accordingly. In its passage through the Com- 
mons, it was in some respects altered and 
amended ; but the principal features were pre- 
, served. The ‘chief management of the business 
was committed to Walpole, and though it was 
violently opposed in its progress, yet his pru- 
deuce and discretion either gave way to the ge- 
neral clamour, or submitted to various Amend- 
ments, or his weight and eloquence, aided by 
the influence of government, obtained a majo- 
rity in its favour: it passed the House of Lords, 
ity received the royal assent.” Coxe’s Wal- 
pole. | : 


1721.—Debate on the Mutiny Bill 


and the like sum into the East-India Company : 
upon the conditions therein mentioned, and 
which shall be specifled hereafter. Mr. Hutche- 
son, and other members,-made some ex- 
ceptions to that Scheme, but none offering a 
better remedy for the present misfortunes, Mr. 
Farrer, the chairman, was directed to move the 
House, and it was accordingly ordered, “ That 
the said. Committee have power to receive 
Proposals from the Bank of England, the South- 
Sea Company, and the East-India Company, 
towards restoring Public Credit.” 


PARL. HISTORY, 7 Geoncs I. 
Serjeant Pengelly, Mr. Hutcheson, and some 


of the Nation 
duke of Wharton took notice of the present ca- 
lamitous State of the Nation, occasioned by the 
South-Sea Project, and gave several instances of 
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The Lords appoint a Day to consider the State 
4 On the 13th of December, the 


the unfair management of the Directors; and 


moved that a day might be appointed to. cons 
sider of the present State of the Nation. Dec. 


20th was accordingly appuinted. 

Dec. 20. The Lord North and Grey stood 

up, aud animadverted on some licentious and 

rophane writings, that struck at the very 
oundation of the Christian Religion. His 
lordship then took notice of the South-Sea 
Project, which, as he had foretold eight months 
before, fp. 646] had been attended with such 
dismal consequences. He was seconded by 
the earl of Aylesford. . : 

The Duke of Wharton spoke on the same 
subject, and among other fraudulent practices 
of the South-Séa managers, instanced in some 
collusory bargains about stock, between the 
Sword-Blade Company and Mr. Knight, trea- 
surer of the South-Sea Company, concluding, 
He hoped that noble ame | would exert 
their power in punishing the villainous projec- 
tors and executers of the South-Sea Scheme, 


Then the consideration of the State ef the Pub- 


lic Credit, was referred to a Committee of the 
whole House. 

Dec. 21. The House ordered the several 
Accounts relating to the South-Sea Company 
to be laid before the House; and adjourned to 
the 9th day of January. 


Debate in the Commous on the Mutiny Bill] 


January 4, 1721. Mr. Treby moved for bring- 


ing in a Bill, ‘ To prevent Mutiny and Deser- 
tion,’ &c. and was seconded by the lord Car- 
penter. Hereupon, 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said, He could not bat be 
surprized to see a bill moved for so early, which 
seldom or never used to be brought in until 
towards the end of a session: tbat such a hurry 
seemed to be intended to stop the prosecution 
of the authors of the present misfortunes : that 
they all very well knew that their days were 
numbered, and that as soon as they had dis- 
patched the money bills and the bill now mov- _ 
ed for, they should immediately be dispatched 
bome: that therefore he was for staying those 
bills, until they had done justice to the nation, 
who called aloud for it. 

Mr. Craggs said thereupon, He wondered to 
see any Oppesit.un made to a bill so necessary 
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for the safety of the government, especially by 
a person who had received signal favours from 
the crown. Upon this — 
Lord Molesworth stood- up, and said, Mr. 
Speaker, Isit come to this, that every mau who 
has a place must do all the dradgery that is 
enjoined him? This may be true of some on- 
derlings; but I don’t believe it, I am gure it is 
false, of king George: he commands his ser- 
vants nothing, but what is according to the 
laws, and for the good of his subjects. ' Then 
Sir Joseph Jekyll added, That he was as 
zealous as any man for the service of the king 
and his government: but he was of opinion, 
that the doing justice to the nation, and pu- 
nishing those who had brought it into the pre- 
sent calamitous condition, was the most effec- 
tual way both to serve the king, and at the 
same time to discharge their duty to their in- 
jured country: concluding, however, that he 
did not oppose the bringing in of the Bill in 
question, which was thereupon ordered to be 
brought in. , 


Debate on the Bill for restraining the South 
Sea Directors from going out of the Kingdom. ] 
After this, according to the order of the day, 
the Commons were to go iato a grand Com- 
mittee to take into farther Consideration the 
present State of the Public Credit of this king- 
dom: But 

Sir Joseph Jekyll resuming his Speech, re- 
presented, That before they proceeded any 
farther, they ought to secure the Persons and 
Estates of those they had reason to look upon 
as the Authors of the public misfortunes ; and 
therefore he moved, “ That leave be given to 
bring io a Bill to restrain the sub-governor, de- 
puty-governor, directors, treasurer, under-trea- 
surer, cashier, secretary, and accountant of the 
South-Sea Company, from going out of this 
kingdom for the space of one year, and until, 
the end of the next session of parliament ; and 
for discovering their estates and effects, and for 
preventing the transporting or alienating the 
same.” He was seconded by 

Mr. Horatio Walpole, who gave some in- 
» stances both of the unfair methods by which 
the South-Sea Directors, and their officers, had 
got immense riches, and of their pride and inso- 
lence. | 

Serjeant Pengelly, sir Robert Raymond, sir 
Philip Yorke, Mr. Spencer Cowper, and Mr. 
Jefferies, having likewise supported sir Joseph 
Jekyll’s motion, it was carried’ nem. con. and 
ordered, That the said Bill be brought in ac- 
cordingly. Upon this . 

Mr. Shippen expressed his great satisfaction, 


Mr. Craggs being somewhat nettled at this, 
said, That he was ready to give satisfaction to” 
any man that should question him, either in 
that House or out of it. This expression gave 
no small offence; and thereupon the 

Lord Moleswortk replied, That he had the 
honour to be a member of that House upwards 
of thirty years, and never before now knew any 
man bold enough to challenge the whole House * 
of Commons, and all England besides: That for 
his part, though past sixty, he would answer 
whatever Mr. Craggs had to say within the 
House, and hoped there were young members 
enough, that would not be afraid to look him 
in the face out of the House. Upon this 

Mr. Uraggs seeing the House in a great fer- 
ment, got up again, and said, ‘hat by giving 
satisfaction, he meant clearing bis conduct. 


A CoMMITTEE OF SECRECY appointed to in- 
quire into the Proceedings of the South-Sea 
ribet As soun as this was over, the 
House debated in what manner they should 
proceed in the intended Inquiry, whether in a. 
Grand ora Select Committee. After long dis- 
putes on both sides, it-was resolved, nem. con. 
“ That a Committee of thirteen, to be chosen 
by ballotting, be appointed to inquire into all 
the Proceedings relating to the Execution of 
the South-Sea Act.” This done, the lord Hinch- 
ingbroke represented : That it was to be feared, 
that before the Bill ordered to be brought in 
against the sub-governor, deputy-governar, and \ 
directors of the South-Sea Company, was gone 
through buth. Houses, the most criminal 
amongst them might withdraw themselves out 
of the kingdom; and therefore his lordship 
moved, that they wight be immediately ordered 
into custody: But Mr. Lechmere, having 
shewed the ioconveuiences that might ensue 
thereupon, that motion was dropt.—Accord- 
ingly, on the 11th, serjeant Mead reported the 
Names of the Committee appointed to inquire 
into all the Proceedings relating to the Execu- 
tion of the South-Sea Act, viz. Mr. Thomas 
Broderick, Mr. Hutcheson, sir Joseph Jekvll, 
Mr. Wortley, sir Thomas Pengelly, Mr. Wil- 
liam Clayton, Mr. Jefferies, lord Molesworth, 
col. Strangeways, Mr. Sloper, Mr. Lechmere, 
general Ross, and hon. Mr. Dixie Windsor. 
These persons, or any five of them, were to re- 
port their proceedings from time’ to time to the 
House, and to have power to send for persons, 
papers, and records; and the several Books 
and Papers which had been laid before the 
House by the South-Sea Company, were re- 
ferred to the said Comunittee. 


The Commons take into Consideration the 


to see a British House of Commons resume | Proposals from the South-Sea Company, for ine 


their pristine vigour and spirit, and act with so 
great unanimity for the public good. He owned 
the necessity of securing the persons and 
estates of the South-Sea Directors, and their 
officers: but said, That, in his opinion, there 
were some men in great stations, whom, in time, 
he would not be afraid to name, who were no 
less guilty than the Directors. 


.South-Sea Company, 


grafting nine Millions of their Stock into the ' 
East-India Company, and nine more into the 
Bank.] Jan. 5. Ina grand Committee, the 
Commons took into consideration the Propo- 
sals laid before the said Committee by the 
| for ingrafting nine mil-- 
Hons of their stock into the East-India Cam- 
pany, and the like sum into the Bank of Eng- 


oo 


- / 


- sent distemper; and being founded on injustice, 


~ 


“ 
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land, as also the Proposals of the East-India 
Company and the Bank, for taking in the said 
Stock, and after some debate, it was resolved, 
by.173 voices against 130, that an Ingraitment 
of part of the capital of the South-Sea Com- 
pany into the capitals of the Bauk of England 
and the East-Lndia Company, pursuant to the 
several Proposals of the said Companies, will 
wontribute very much to the restoring and 
establishing public credit. Mr. Speaker having 
resumed the Chair, the Court Party inoved, that 
Mr. Farrer, the chairman of the grand Com- 
mittee, should the next day report the said Re- 
solution ; but this motion was strenuously op- 
posed, and the question being put thereupon, it 
‘ passed in the negative by a majority of 153 
votes against 140 ; after which it was ordered, 
thatthe said Report be received on the 10th. 
Jan. 10. The Sub-Governor of the South-Sea 
Company presented to the House several States 
avd Accounts that bad been called for, and then 
sir Joseph Jekyll presented to the House a Bill, 
‘To restrain the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Go- 
vernor, Directors, Treasurers, &c. of the 
¢ Sourh-Sea Company, from going out of this 
‘kingdom,’ &c. which was read the first, and 


ordcred to be read a second time the next 


morning, After this, Mr. Farrer reported 
froin the Committee of the whole House, the 
Resolution above-inentioned, about the In- 
grattment of nine Millions of South-Sea Stock, 
upon the respective Stocks of the Bank and 
East-India Cumpany; and a motion being made 
‘that the said Resviution be re-committed, it oc- 
easioned a warin debate, that lasted five hours. 
ir. Sloper, Mr. Clayton, sir Joseph Jekyll, and 
. some others, represented, That the project be- 
fore them was mure like to prove a dangerous 
palliative, than an effectual remedy to the pre- 


would rather farther hurt than restore public 
credit. Mr. Hutcheson urged, That this scheme 
seemed to be calculated with the same view as 
the former, the ill effects of which they intended 
to remedy, and raised several other objections 
to the new Scheme, and insinuated, that if the 
Resolution in question were recommitted, he 
might prop:se sumething better for the restor- 
Ang of public credit, Mr. Robert Walpole an- 
swered ail objections, and being strongly sup- 
ported by Mr. Craygs, sir Robert Raymond, sir 
Philp Yorke, anid by several other members; 
the question was put upon the motion for re- 
commiting the Resolution about the Ingraft- 
ment, which was carried in the.negative, by 
267 voices against 134. Then the House agreed 
to the‘sard Resolution, and a Bill was ordered 
to be brouglhit in thereupon.* 


* « During the period in which this scheme 
was carrying chrough both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, the loudest and most violent clamours 
were excited as well ayainst the directors, as 
against the ministers, who had promoted the 
South-Sea act, which was considered as the 
sole cause of the national distress. The gene- 
yal infatuation in favour of the South-Sea Com- 


Jobbing was not taken into consideration. 


The Bill against the South Sea Directors 
passes the Commons.] Jan. 16. The Bill 
against the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
and Directors of the South Sea Company, was 
ordered to be engrossed ; after which it was - 


_ordered, that the cummittee, appointed to in- 


quire into all the proceedings relating thereto, 
be a Committee of Secrecy. : 
Jan. 19. The engrossed Bill against the 
South Sea Directors was read the third time, 
passed, nem. con. and sent up to the Lords*. 


pany was forgotten; aud the frenzy of stock- . 
All 
the managers were indiscriminately involved 
in the same guilt; the very name of a director 
was synonymous with every species of fraud 
and villainy. Petitions from counties, cities, 
and boreughs, in all parts uf the kingdom, were 
presented to the House, crying for justice due 
to an injured nation against the villainy of these 
peculators, and the sufferers looked up for in- 
demnification from the confiscation of their 
property, or for vengeance in the punishment 
of their guilt. All those, who like Walpole 
opposed extreme severity and indiscriminate 
punishment, were exposed to repeated insults 
and virulent invectives; they were devoted, 
both in anonymous letters and public writings, 
to the speedy vengeance of a much injured 
people.” Coxe’s Walpole. | 
* “ Jan. 19. You see by the votes the Bill 
apyainst the Directors reported and ordered to 
bee engrosed, I believe twas this day read a 
third time, and carryed to the Lords. Itt pro- 
hibits their going out of the kingdom for a year, 
and tothe end of the next session of parliament, 
requiring their entring into recognizance of 
100,000/. with two suretyes in 25,000/. each, 
for performance of the above condition ; itt re- 
quires the delivery of an inventory of their 
estates reall and personall uppon oath; and 
enacts, That if they shall talsifie therein 
(being convict) shall suffer as fellons, with- 
aut benefitt of clergy; there is a clause 
for encouragement of discoverers, and others, 
such as may make the bill more effectu- 
all. They had the assurance to petition to 
bee heard by councill against the Bill, which 
was rejected with the. utmost indignation, al- 
though supported by some of our great men 
(which by tbe way was very ill relisht) not only 
in favour of the directors, butt on account of 
justice, for that noe criminal (how great soever) 
ought to. be condemned, unheard. . To which 
’twas answered, that this Billdid nott condemne, 
the chiefe end being onely to secure their stand- 
ing a tryall, and preventing alienation of their 
estates sill such times as their tryall was over,. 
’T was then sayd, even thug much would bee in- 
flicting a great punishment, unheard ; to which. 
’ewas reply’d, that surely gentlemen had nott 
read. over the Papers and Accounts delivered 
at the bar by themselves, for that by these the 
most nottorious breach of trust (against the 
tennor and purport of the South Sea act, as well 
as against their own by lawes) were confessed, 


z | 
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Debate in the Lords on the State.of the Public 
Credit.] January 9. The Lords being met, 
pursuant to adjournment, the Sub-Governor 
and Deputy-Governor of the South Sea Com- 
pany laid before them several of the Papers 
called for; and the next day their lordships went 
into a grand Committee to consider of the 
State of the Nation, with relation to Public 
Credit. 

The Lord Stanhope said, ** That the Estates 
of the criminals, whether Directors or not Di- 
rectors, ought to be confiscated to make good 
the public losses.” \ 

Lord Carteret spoke to the same effect. 

The Earl of Sunderland owned, tnat he had 
been for the Suuth Sea Scheme, because he 
thought it calculated for the advantage of the 
nation, in order to lessen the Public Debts, and 
in particular to take off. the heavy incumbrance 
of Long Annuities ; that noman could imagine 
that so good a design could have been so per- 
verted in the execution, as to produce quite 
contrary effects; but that, in his opinion, no 
act of parliament had ever been so much abused 
as the South Sea Act, and therefore he would 
go as far as any body to punish the offenders. 

The Duke of Wharton said, with becoming 
vehemence, * That they ought to have no re- 
spect of persons ; that for his part he would give 
up the best friend he had; that the nation had 
been plundered in a most flagrant and notorious 
manner, and therefore they ought to fiud out 
the offenders. and then punish then: with the 
utmost severity.” 

The Lord North and Grey and the earl of 
Abingdon urged also the ill effects of the South 
Sea Project, which the bishop of Rochester 
justly compared to @ pestilence. 


rd 


that therefore the case was no more or other 
then committing or requiring bail from a cri- 
minal uppon confession, according to the na- 
ture of the offence; that from the notoriety of 
the thing, as well as from the national preju- 
dice sustained thereby, the legislature were now 
doing what in ordinary cases the magistrate 
might and ought to doe. The Mouse were, 
from a covlenesse of temper, wrought up to a 
great heighth, and that (in my opinion) by the 
earnestness of some yventlemen, «hoe att last 
were forct quietly to give upthe point. Ihave 
seen strange turnes, but I thinke this matter 
incapable of one: wot a considerable man be- 
gan his first speech with (for hee spoake with 
great vehemence a second time) is certainly 
true, that saying any thing which might bee in- 
terpreted as favouring a South Sea Director, 
would be very ijl beard, and putt the speaker. 
under great disadvantage. F will note goe 
.abrosd (being a good deal feavourish) till I 
thinke I can doe itt without great hazard, though 
own I shall be very uneasy ull I can attend 
wy duty, ae 
. The Bill is ordered to the Lords. That 
House have had several brokers before them this 
lay ; 2 gentleman is just gone from inee (the 
ords being sitting late as it is) to lett me know 
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The Earl Cowper spoke likewise on the same 
side, and blamed those who, by the act of par- 
liament, were appointed to overlook and check 
the South Sea Directors ; and who, in discharge 
of that trust, ought to have prevented their 


jumping from a subscription at 400 to 1000, 


which was the main cause of the misfortunes 
that ensued. . 

The Earl of Sunderland finding himself, and 
the other Jords of the Treasury, thus attacked, 
spoke in his own and their vindication; aud 
said, ‘That by the South Sea Act they were 
directed to appoint such persons, as they should 
think fit, to be managers on the part of the 


Treasury, for the due execution of the said Acts. 
that as they had reason to look upon those. 


persons, who had the principal share in framing 
this Scheme, as the most able and proper to 
execute it, they had accordingly appointed some 


of the Sotth-Sea directors to be managers and - 


directors for the Treasury: concluding, that in 
this they had followed former precedents.” . 


Lhe Lords resolve, That the Commissioners of 


the Treasury appointing the Directors of the 
South-Sea Company to be managers for execuling 
theSouth-Sea Act was legal.) Hereupon the ques- 
tion was proposed, * ‘That the Constitution from 
the Commissioners of the Treasury,dated the 6th 
of May, 1720, appointing the Directors of the 
South-Sea Company to be managers and direc- 
tors for perfurming such matters and things as, 
by the Act for enabling the said Company to 
increase their present capital Stock, are directed, 
has been conformable to precedents, and legal.” 
This occasioned a great debate, but the lord 
Harcourt having declared his opinion for the 
aifrmative, the question was carried by 68 
voices against 28. : 


that those sparkes have confessed so much, that — 


their lordships thinke they will scamper, unless 
taken into custody, with a Declaration and Mes- 
sage sentto the House of Cominons, acquainting 
them here with; and that when aod as often 
as the Committee shall send for them, their of- 
ficer shall attend with them; desiring to know 


my opinion, whither the House (whom they 


would avoyd in any wise disoblidging) may looke 
uppon this as the least obstruction to the en- 
quiry. My answer was, that I could enely 
speake as a private man, and as suci, did freely 
own my thougits, that this proceeding, thus 
circumstantiated, could nott bee thought: in any 
soit an obstruction to our enquiry. That I 
koew the Committee had, in several instances, 
avoided doing things which possibly might ad- 
minister cause to people without doors to hope 
for disputes between the Houses, nothing being 
more in their desire then avoiding such. That 
I verily believed, the House were of the same 
mind. For which reasons (though I desired itt 
might bee remembered, I tooke uppon mee to 
speake onely as a private man) I was of opinion, 
noe exception would bee taken to this proceed- 
ing.”—Coxe’s Walpole. Correspondence. Mr, 


Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton. 


\ 
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Protest against the said Resolution.} Jan. 
10. The Report from the above Committee 
being read, it was resolved, That the House do 
agree with the Committee in the above Reso- 
lution. ee ‘ 

‘¢ Dissentient.” 


‘64. Because the Act of the last session of |: 


parliament for enabling the South-Sea Company 
to increase. their capital stock (upon which 
act the legality of the Constitution in question 
must wholly devend) hath vested the Directors 
and managers, to be appointed by the Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, with such trusts and 
powers, and required such things to be done 


- by them, as, we conceive, could not be mtrust- 


ed to the Directors of the South-Sea Company 
tu execute, according to the true intent an 
meaning of the said Act. | 
“<2. Because we conceive it to be inconsis- 
tent with the said Act, that the Directors and 
Managers appointed by the Commissioners of 
the Treasury (who by the Act are intrusted to 
ascertain what Annuities shall be taken in, and 
what debts paid off by the said Company ; ‘what 
additions, in respect thereof, shall be made to 
the capital stock of the said Company; hov: 
much is to be paid by the said Company into 
the Exchequer for the ase of the siublie: what 
new allowance is to be made to the same cor- 
poration for charges of management; to enter 


_ into books the'prices to be agreed on between 


' the Company on the one part, and the proprie- 


- said proprietors, in an 


and if there should be any 


tors of the Public Debts on the other part; to 
adjust the accounts of the Debts and An- 
nuities taken in by the Company ; and to certify 
and transmit duplicates of the accounts so ad- 
justed, among others, to the Directors of the 
South-Sea Company) should be the Directors of 
the South-Sea Company, and they only. 

- 3, Because the said Directors of the Com- 
paoy appear to us plainly to be concerned in 
interest, 30 as to incline them to execute the 
said powers or trusts partially for the Company, 
unless restrained by a preat degree of honesty ; 
mistake by them 
committed, wilfully or otherwise, to the advan- 
tage of the Company and disadvantage of the 
matters intrusted to 
the said Directors and Managers, we do not find 
any provision in the said act to rectify the same, 
nor conceive how it can be done, unless by 
application to, and by consent of the said Di 
rectors and Managers, who are the Directors of 
the South Sea Company, and no other, which, 
we think, could never be the meaning of the 
act, but that the intent thereof must be, that 
the said trusts of Directors and Managers 
should have been executed by impartial and 
indifferent persons. | 

@° 4. Weconceive, thatthe said act expressly 
requires the commissioners of the treasury, to 
appoint fit persons to be Directors and Mana- 
gers for executing the powers and trusts above 
specified ; and therefore, if the abovemention- 


"ed reasons did not sufficiently prove the Con- 


stitution In question not to be agreeable to the 
paid act, yet it seems very clear to us, that the 


Directors of the South Sea Company were, of 
all others, the most unfit for such a trust, and: 
consequently not such persons as are expressly: 
required by the said act. 

‘¢ And we cannot agree, that the said Con- 
stitution is precedented. 

“1. Becanse the precedents produced are 
all in time before the pussing the act of paglia- 
ment, on which the present question did arise ; 
and therefore, in our opinion, can be of no 
weight in determining any question that de-— 
pendeth on the construction of the said act, - 
unless such precedents had been founded on: 
some former act or acts of parliament, the 
same, in all ‘material points, with the act 
abovementioned; which it appears to us, nei- 
ther the said Charter, nor Commissions or Ap- 
pointments produced as precedents were. 

«<2, All the cases relied on as precedents 
(except the last) are, as we conceive, widely 
differing from the case in question ; that mark- 
ed No. 1. is dated before the erection of the 
South Sea Company, and therefore did not, 
nor could confer any powers on the Directors 
of the Company, which was not then in being, 
but is directed to the members of other corpo- 
rations, divers great officers, and very many 
other persons, in order to the erecting the 
South Sea Company ; the five following from No. 
2 to No. 6, included, are indeed to impower the 
Directors of the South Sea Company, but it is 
only to take subscri pions of tallies, orders, de- 
bentares, and the like government securities, 
and to compute the interest due thereon, in 
order to the admitting the proprietors into the 
company at the rates stated in the acts of par 
liament, to which the charter and commissions 
relate ; but none of them impower the Direc- 
tors of the South Sea Company, to enter, adjust, 
or certify, or to do any matter relating to con- 
tracts to be made, whereto the company was to 
be made a party, as in the present case. 

*‘ 3, And as to the said last case, cited as a 
precedent, marked No, 7, which comes the 
nearest to the present, the Directors of the 
South Sea Company being thereby appointed 
Directors and Managers (which they are not 
by any of the former) to execute all the powers. 
given to Directors and Managers by the 
act of the fifth of his present majesty, for re- 
deeming the fund appropriated for the pay- 
roent of the lottery tickets, yet neither by that 
appointment, or the act referred to, had the 
Directors of’ the South Sea Company any au- 
thority to do any thing in relation to contracts 
or bargains to be made, wherein the company 
was to be made a party; and therefore not to 
be compared in the present case. 

“4, But if the said last and only precedent, | 
not before taken notice of, had been a pre~ 
cedent in point, yet it bearing date no longer 
ago than the 4th of May, 1719, and being 
signed by four of the five commissioners of the 
Treasury, who have signed the appointment 
which it is brought to justify, and having passed 
under silence, no occasion having happened to 
draw the validity thereof mto question, it _ 
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could be, as we conceive, of no authority to 
support the said last appointment when it was 
drawn in question, and ordered to be consider- 
ed by the committee of the whole House ap- 
‘pointed to inquire into the causes of the late 
unhappy turn of affairs, which has so much 
affected the public credit at home. 

“For the aforesaid reasous, and lest it 
mught be deemed to be a prejudging of a matter, 
that may possibly be brought judicially before 
us. Wharton, Compton, Litchfield, Abingdon, 
Bingley, North and Grey, Weston, Cowper, 
Gower, Bathurst, Guildford, Scarsdale, Ayles- 
ford, Strafford, St. John de Bletsho. 


Phe Directors of the South Sea Company ez- 
anined by the Lords.| The same day, it was 
ordered by the Lords, That all the Directors 
of the South Sea Company, as are not members 
of the House of Commons, together with the 
‘Treasurer, Under Treasurer, Accountant Ge- 
neral, and Secretary, of the said Company, do 
attend this House on Thursday next, 

' Jan. 16. The Lords ordered, That the judges 
do forthwith prepare, and bring in, a Bill, to 
incapaeitate the Sub Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, and Directors, of: the South Sea Com- 
pany, from holding or exercising any office 
longer than to the time of the next election of 
Directors of the said Company ; and that pro- 
vision be made in such Biil, to incapacitate 
the said Sub Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
Directors, from bearing any office in the 
East India Company, or the Bank of England. 

Jan. 21. A Petition of the Sub Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and the Directors of the 
South Sea Company, heing read, praying to 
be beard by their counsel, as to the Bill brought 
up from the Commons, for restraining the pe- 
titioners from going out of the kingdom, &c. 
the said Bill was read asecond time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole House for 
Monday. Then it being proposed, That the 
intent of the Bill being to prevent the fpeti- 
tioners from wxhdrawinog their persons and ef- 
fects, fur making satisfaction and for punish- 
ing them for the notorious breach of trust, which 
they have already appeared guilty of, or which 
they do not deny or excuse in their Petition, 
that therefore the Petition be rejected; and 
the question being put upon the said proposi- 
‘tion, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

After this it was ordcred, That the Brokers 
do lay before the House an account of ail the 
stock and subscriptions bought or sold by 
them, for any of the officers of the Treasury or 
Exchequer, or any in trust for them, or any 
of them, to the best of their knowledge and 
belief, since Michiaelmas, 1719. By this ac- 
count it appearing that large quantities of South 
Sea Stock bad been transferred to the use of 
Mr. Aislabie, one of the Lords of the Treasury, 
the duke of Wharton said, He hoped some 
great men would produce some good fruit, else 
they would break out into blotches, that would 
stick upon them, like the leprosy ef Naaman 
the Syrian on Gehaa. 
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Jan. 24. The Lords, in a grand committee, 
examined Mr. Joye, Deputy Governor, whe 
made a very ingenuous confession of several 
important matters. 
Upon a motion made by lord Stanhope, sir 


William Chapman, Mr. Houlditch, Mr. Hawes, 


Mr. Gibbon, and Mr. Chester, five of the Di- 
rectors, after being examined, were ordered 
into the custody of the black rod. | 
Jan. 26. The Lords examined Mr. Astell 
and sir Harcourt Masters, who made very in- 
genuous and large discoveries, and named 
several shay both in the administration, and 
in the House of Commons, to whom large 
sums, in South Sea stock, had been given for 
procuring the passing of the South Sea Act. 
After which, upon a motion made by the earl 
Stanhope, and seconded by the lord Towns- 
hend and earl Cowper, their lordships unani- 
mously resolved, ‘‘ That the taking in of stock, 
the transferring of stock to the South Sea 
Company, the giving credit for the same with- 


out a valuable consideration actually paid, or 


sufficiently secured; or the purchasing stock, 
by any Director or Agent of the South Sea 
Company, for the use or benefit of any person 
in the administration, or any member of either 
House of Parliament, during such time as the 
late Bill relating to the South Sea Company 
was depending last year in parliament, was a 
notorious and dangerous corruption.” 

Jan. 31. The Lords, ina grand committee, 
examined Mr. Walter, son-in-law to Mr. Aisla- 
bie, and Mr. Astell, severally, in relation to a 
great quantity of South Sea stock which ap- 
peared to have been transferred to, and nego- 
ciated by the said Mr. Waller, who pretended 
not to have kept Minutes of what he had done 
in Exchange-alley. This some Lords looked 
upon as prevarication, and the said Examina- 
tion being over, their lordships resolved, * That 
the Directors of the South Sea Company, hav- 
ing ordered great quantities uf stock to be 
bought for the service of the Company, when 
stock was at very high prices, under pretence 
of keeping up the price of stock; and at the 
same time several of the Directors, and other 
Officers belonging to the Company, having, in 
a clandestine manner, sold their own stock to 
the Company, such Directors and Officers 
were thereby guilty of a notorious fraud and 
breach of trust; and their so doing was one 


has so much affected the Pablic Credit.” | 
Feb. 3. Fhe Lords, in a committee, exa- 
mined Mr. Hawes, one of the late Directors. 


Sir John Blunt examined by the Lords.] 
Feb. 4. Sir John Blunt* was examined by 


*<¢ Much injured Blunt! why bears he 
Britain's hate ? 
A wmard told him in these words our fate : 
¢ At length Corruption, like a gen’ral flood - 
‘ (So long by watchful ministers withstood) 
* Sball deluge all ; and Av’rice creeping on, ° 
‘ Spread like a low-born mist, and blot the sua; 
& 


great cause of the unhappy turn of affairs that 


. 
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the grand committee. The particulars of his 
Examination areas follows: - 7 


Sir John Blunt being called in, and the book 
of the account of stock sold, being shewn to 
him, he was asked if it contained a true ac- 
count; he said, he never saw a true account 
of stock sold, and in one place his name being 
mentioned, he says, he does not know he sold 
that stock. ° = 

And being asked if he was of the Committe 
of the Treasury; be answered, he was not; 
then being asked if he was of the Committee 
for taking care of the Company’s interest, in 
relation to the bill; he desired to refer himself 
to the books of the Company. Owned he 
might possibly be at the Court of Dirsctors, 


- when the book of stock sold was brought to 


them froin the Committee of Treasury, but it 
was not read over there. 

Asked if he ever sold any of the stock to 
any person of the administration, or any mein- 
ber of either House of Parliament; and there- 
upon insisted, It was the nght of an Eazlish- 
man not to accuse himself, if it was a crininal 
matter, if not, be would give the best answe 
he could. 

He was directed to withdfaw. 

Proposed he be called in again, and told he 
must answer the question ; and thereupon he 
was called in, and asked accordingly; and 
says, he is sensible of the weight of falling 


‘ Statesman and Patriot ply alike the stocks, 

© Peeress and Butler share alike. the box, 

‘ And Judges job, and Bishops bite the town, 

‘And mighty Dukes pack cards for half a 
* crown. 

* See Britain sunk in Jucre’s sordid charms, 

‘ And France reveng'd on Anne’s and Edward's 
‘arms.’ 

’Twas no court-badge, great scriv’ner! fir'd 
thy brain, © 

Nor lordly luxury, nor city gain :' 

No, ’twas thy righteous end, asham‘d to see 

Senates degenerate, patriots disagree, 

And nobly wishing party-rage to cease, 

‘To buy both sides,and give thy country peace.” 


‘“¢ Sir John Blunt, originally a scrivener, was 
one of the Projectors of the South Sea Com- 
papy, and afterwards one of the Directors and 
chief Managers of the famous Scheme in 1720. 


~He was also one of those who suttered most 


severely by the Billof Pains and Penalties on 
the said Directors. He was a Dissenter of a 
most religious deportment, and professed to be 
a preat believer.- Whether he really did credit 
the prophecy here mentioned is not certain, 
bat it was constantly in this very style he de- 
claimed against the corruption and luxury of 
the age, the partiality of parliaments, and the 
misery of party spirit. He was particularly 
eloquent against avarice in great and noble 
persons, of which he had indeed lived to see 
many miserable examples. He died in the 
year 1732.” Pope: Epistle to Allea lord 
Bathurst. - 


ws 


under the displeasure of this House; but being 
required cither peremptorily to answer, or with- 
draw, he acquainted the Committee he’ had 
been under a strict examination already before 
the Secret Committee of the Commons, and 
answered sevcral questions long and various, 
and would not be thought to prevaricate, hav- 
ing no copy of what he had before sworn. - 

- He then owned he had disposed of two sums, 
6,000/. to col. Monroe at 275, and 1,000/. to 
Mr. Banks at 310, both of the House of Coin- 
mons; he took Mr. Banks’s note for payment 
of the money, and gave bim a note that the 
stock should be delivered, and the money was 
paid soon after it became due, and he gave it 
to Mr. Knight;. he, this examinant, did not 
tel] him whose stock it was, wherefore Mr. 
Banks thought it was his own, he believes ; but 
has told him since the session, it was the Coin- 
pany’s stock. 

Sir John being asked if he offered to put 
another name in his stead, he believes he did, 
and that Mr. Banks said, it might stand in his 
own name; he likewise said, he believed the 
colonel did not know it was the Company’s 
stock, he having never told him it was, as he 
remembers. 

asked if the practice of taking the stock 
was resolved on by the Directors; and an- 
swers, he cannot say it, but owned they might 
have consulted about it. 

He was directed ta call to inemory all such 
as he transacted for, or what any other of -the 
Directors did of that kind. ; 

And says, it is impossible for him to recol- 
lect; repeated, that he has been under exami- 
nation before to this matter in another place, 
and therefore hopes to be excused answering, 
lest his evidence should ditfer. | 

And being required to give an account if 
other Directors did not consult him about mat- 
ters of this nature; he made the same excuse, 
as to his being examined in another place, and 
declined to answer. 

He is again directed to withdraw. 

Proposed to call him in again, and ask him 
if he did not take stock in for any person in 
the administration, he naming betore only two 
of the House of Commons; and being called 
in and asked accordingly, says, he does not ree 
member he did sell or take in any stock for any 
person in the administration, : 
The last question but one being asked him, 
says, he would be very loth to offend thrs 
august body, and would be glad be could get a 
copy of what he had sworn in another place ; 
whereupon he was told, if he did not answer, it 
would be reported sn to the House; he hoped 
he should have indulgence, declaring he would 
do nothing to create offence. 

Asked if he had any other reason for his re- 
fusal than that be has already given; and says, 
no other than his being examined by the Com- 
mittee of the Commons; but it being insisted 
on he should answer, he still hoped for induls 
gence, in referring to bis former examination. 

He was then asked, if any person had ad- 


® 


a 
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vised or directed him, directly, or indirectly, to 
refuse to give an account of what he was be- 
fore asked, as to his taking in, or selling stock 
to any in the administration, or members of 
either House, and says, no. | 

Asked whether he knows of any other di- 
rectors, or their officers, that have sold: or 
taken in-stock for any in the administration, 
or members of either House; and says, he has 
before given an account, and again desires to 
refer to his examination before the secret 
committee of the Commons. 

Asked whether he knew or heard of an 
stock taken in, or to be taken ih, for any per- 
son in the treasury: and declining to answer, he 
was peremptorily asked, whether he would an- 
swer or no; and says, he was sensibie of the 
danger of falling under their lordships’ displea- 
sure, and would gladly be excused. 

Then it being insisted on he should with- 

_ draw, he withdrew accordingly. : 

___ Proposed this Matter be reported to the 
House, also proposed sir John Blunt be again 
called in, whereupon a motion being made, and 
the question being put, That the:said sir Jobn 
Biunt be now called in, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Called in accordingly, and asked ,the last 
question ; and says, he did not sell stock to any 
of them, nor knows of any sold to any person 
of the Treasury, and it was a bard thing tu be 
put to speak upon hearsay. 

He is again directed to withdraw. 

Then a debate arose how to proceed in this 
unprecedented Case, and severe reflections 
were made against those in power by the duke 
of Wharten, who observed, That the govern- 
ment of the best princes was oftentimes made 
intolerable to their subjects by ill ministers, 
which his grace illustrated by the example of 
Sejanus, who made a division in the imperial 
femily, and rendered the reign of the emperor 
Claudius odious to the Romans. This reflection 
was highly resented by the earl Stanhope,* who 


* « My lord Stanhope spoke with so great 
vehemence, that finding bimself taken suddenly 
with a violent head-ach, he went home and was 
cupped, which eased him a little. The next 
moruing, he was let blood; and continued 
pretty well till about six o’clock in the evening, 
when falling into a drowziness, his physicians 
thought fic to order him a glyster; but as be 
was turning himself to receive it, he fell on his 
face, and was instantly suffucated. The news 
of his death being brought to the king, bis ma- 
Jesty was so sensibly touched with it, that he 
could not eat his supper, and his majesty re-: 

. tired for two bours into his closet, to lameut 
the loss of so able and so faithful a minister, of 
whose service his majesty bad so great veed, at 
this critica] juocture.” Political State. 


«¢ James Stanhope. grandson to the first earl 
of Chesterfield by his second Jady, having served 
when very young as a volunteer uoder the duke 
of Savoy, was made a captain in the {oot- 
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took upon him to vindicate his colleagues; and 
brought several instances from the Roman 
history, particularly that of the great patriot, 
Brutus, who, in order to assert the liberty ot 
Rome, and free it from tyrants, sacrificed his 


own degenerate son. This skirmish being over, 


the Lords adjourned the farther consideration 
of that matter to the 14th, when sir Joho 
Blunt was ordered to attend again, also the 
directors and their officers, as was likewise Mr, 
Waller. ' | 

. Feb. 7. The House proceeded to take inte 
consideration the behaviour of sir John Blunt, 
at the bar on Saturday, and came to the fol- 
lowing Resolution, “ That sir John Blunt hay- 
ing been asked several questions, by the com- 
mittee of the whole House, upon oath, and hav- 
ing not only prevaricated in such Examination, 
but having refused to give any answer to several 
material questions, and being thereapon re- 
quired to be examined before this House at 
the bar, and there, out of some evil intention, 
obstinately refusing to take his oath, in order 
to his examination, 1s guilty of the highest cone 
tempt of this House, manifestly tending to de- 
feat all parliamentary inquiries’ and examina-~ 
tions, and of dangerous consequences to the 
constitution.” 


Mr. Knight, Cashier of the South Sea Come 
pany, makes his Escape to France.] Jan. 23. Mr. 
Serj. Pengelly, from the Committee of Secrecy, 


acquainted the Commons; That Mr. Robert . 
Knight, * Cashier of the Sotth Sea Company, 


guards, with the rank of lieutenant colonel, in- 
1694; was a member of the House of Com-, 


mons from 1700 till created a peer; served a 
volunteer in 1702 in the expeditien to Cadiz, 


and next year in Portugal; was made a brigae . 


dier-general in 1704; envoy extraordinary to 


Chailes 3, in 1706; major general in 1707 ;. 


and commander in chief of the forces in Spain, 


1708. The same year he subdued Minorca 3. 


and in 1710 commanded the English forces at 
the battles of Almanza and Saragossa. He was 
constituted first commissioner of the treasury 
and chancellor of the exchequer, April 11, 


1717; created viscount Stanhope of Mahon, ° 


July 24; secretary of state, March 21, 1717+ 
18; earl Stanhope, April 9, 1718; and -was 
sent the same year to France and Spain, to 
conclude the negociations for a general peace ; 
was one Of the lords justices in 1719; was 
twice in France, where he brought the king of 
Spain to accede to the Quadruple Alliance ; 


and on his return was again one of the lerds. 


justices. fle was suddenly seized with a dizzi- 


ness in his head, occasioned by the vehemence. 


of a debate in the HouSe of Peers, Feb. 4, 
1720-1: and died next day.” Steele’s Episto- 
lary Correspondence, vol. 2, p. 338, edit. 1809. 


* Inthe mean time, Mr. Knight, Treasurer 
of the South Sea Company, who was entrusted 
with the principal secret of this dark intrigue, 
either of his own accord, or, as it was shrewdly 
gi at the suggestion uf ethers, thought 

2 


-~ 


‘“ 


/ ; , cs 


#07] PARL. HISTORY, 7 Groner L-1721.—The. Soush Sea Directors poner me 


ad, on Saturday, night last, after he bad been 
io part examined. by the said Cummittee, with- 
* drawn himself from his habitation, and. had not 
been, heard,of since. by, his family. 


Hereupon it was resolved, hem. cn. to pre- 
sént two Addresses to the king,“ To issue a 
Proclamation, with a reward for discovering, 
apprehending, and detaining the said Robert 
Knight, thathe may be brought to justice. 2. 
To give orders forthwith to stop the ports, and 
to take effectual care of the coasts, to prevent 

the said Mr. Knight, or any other Officers of 
the South Sea Company, from escaping out of 
the Kingdom.” These Addresses were directly 
carried to the King by Mr. Methuen, and his 
majesty returned for Answer, that he would. 


immediately give the necessary orders accord- |. 


ing to the desire of the House: accordingly a,}', ° 
ns By ‘being come into the House, a motion was se 


_|lveraily made; “ Thatthey were guilty ofa no- 


Proclamation, was published, with 2,000/. Re- 
ward for apprehending Mr. Knight. 


“fit to retire out of the kingdom; and having 
on Sunday the 22d absented himself: from his. 
house, embarked on Monday morning in the 
river, on board a vessel, that carried him the 
same evening to Calais. The.same, morning, 
a porter delivéred to Mr. Surman the following 
Letter, directed to the SouthSea Company: 


“Gentlemen : 


‘I write this ata distance from home,. and. 
“under a great deal of concern, so cannot be 
* so particular as otherwise I would have beep. 
“I have herewith,sent Mr. Surman the key of 
‘ my desks, who knows so much of the state of 
* the cash, as to be able ta make it up. There 
‘ are a good many Bills of Exchange, and. other 
“ payments to write off, and the weekly receipts 
‘«owrite on. There is cashin the Bank, in 
‘ the ompany ® book, which, together with the. 
‘ notes taken ov the third and fourth subscrip-, 
‘ tians, and the company’s. bonds, will make 
“up the balance, as I do believe. But if it fall 
*shert, I have 3,000 equivalentstock, 1,600 
* Bank stock, 2,000 India.and South Sea stock, 
‘over and above what I owe the eumpany on 
“the loan, as will be sufficient to make it up 
‘.with. meney owing ou securities on my par-' 


re 

Seneral oft the. South-Sea Divecters secured 
and expelled the. House.}: The Commons. basing 
ordered their doors to be locked, and the keys 


laid on the. table, summoned. sir Robert Chap- 
lin, bart. sir Theodore Janssen, bart. Mr. F: 


Eyles, and: Mr. Sawbnidge, to. attend: in their 


places immediately ;. then general Ross ac- 
quainted: the House, “ That they had already 


discovered.a train of the ‘deepest villainy. and 


fraud: that Hell ever. contrived to. ruin a nation, 
which in.due time, they would: lay before the 


‘House; and that in. the mean while, in order to 


a farther.discovery, they thought.it highly ne- 
cessary to secure the persons of. some of the 


‘Directors, and principal South-Sea Officers, and: 
‘to scize. their papers, which. was. orderdd ac- 


cordingly.” 
Mr. Sawbridge, and sir Theodore Janssen 


“ trcular account. The company-need'not de- 
'.liver or be answerable for the: subscription 


‘6, receipts or stock on thethird:and fourth sab- 


scriptions, unless: these notes are. paid ; so 
the loss can only be the. difference. between 


¢ the subscriptions, and money.in.value. And, 


‘6 think, it-would. be hard:for.me to bear the 
Joss, because. the clerks took by, far. the 
f greatest: part.of them, as thinking them better: 
‘S-than none. And: mogtof. them.would have | 
¢ been non-payments, if.they bad been refused: | 
* However Isubmit. this.to the Company. I 
* have.taken with me. but littke-.more than. a 
k sufficiency to maintain myself; andthe effects: 
if left, will more than answer for all:deficiencies: 
* I.have bought-no. land in trust: for me, nor. 
“have I ever conveyed or. settled any part of. - 
“that I bad formerly, or have bought lately ;. 
¢ it remains to answer any.demands on me from 


| § the Company, or the legislature. I have-witht- 


‘ drawn. myself only.to ‘avoid the weighs of: the 


| © inquiry, which I-found too. heavy for me ;.and? 


‘Ti: am. sensible that.it- would: bave. been: im- 
“ possible for me to have avoided the appearance: 


| ‘ and charge of prevarication and perjary, not 


* from my own intention. to-do so, but from the 
* largeness and extent of the inquiry, and the 
‘ nature and largeness ‘of the transactions. [> 
‘am sure, I am a good deal concerned: te ad@! 
‘to your present difficulties :: though I must. 
* say, that I ‘have deserved better usage thaw I | 
‘ have had from the court thelast week: but this 
‘I say without any resentment, otherwise than 
‘that it has been an addition to the weight: [ 
‘had before upon me. I am-prest for time, 80. 
‘can only assure you, that I am, with ail ‘ree. 
‘spect, in inclination, though not in er,— 
‘Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,: — 

‘Sanday Evening, $Ropert Knicur.” 
‘224 Jan. 1720, 


‘Mr. Surman delivered this Letter to the 
Committee of Secrecy, then sitting at the South 
Sea House, from whence they immediately re-" 
ey to the Hause of Commoas.”' Political 

tate; - : bs ae , 


, U 
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toriens breach of trust, as Dirécters of the 
Seuth-Sea Company, and thereby occasioned 
very great loss to great Humbers of his majesty’s 
subjects, and bad highly prejadiced the public 


_eredit :” and they having severally been heard 


intheir places, and being withdrawn, the ques- 
tion was severally put upon thé said motion, 
and carred in the affirmative nem. con. after 
which it was ordered, that the said Mr. Saw- 
bridge, and sir Theedore Janssen be, for their 
said offence, expelled the House, and taken into 
the custody of the Serjeant at Arms. 

Jen. 24. The Commons resolved, nem..con. 
to address the King, to give directions to his mi- 
misters, at foreign courts, to make application 
for Mr. Knight, if he should shelter himself in 
any of their deminions, to be surrendered up in 
order to be brought to justice; which direc- 
tions his majesty gave accordingly. 

' Jan. 28. Sir Robert Chaplin, bart. and Mr. 
Francis Eyles, Directors of the South-Sea com- 
pany, attending in their places, they were both 
likewise, for their offence, expelled the House. 

February 3. Mr. Robert Walpole presented 
to the House a bill, “‘ For ingrafting part of the 
Capital Stock.and fund of the South-Sea Com- 

any into the stock and fend of the Bank of 
Pagland, and anether part thereof into the 
stock and fund of the East India Company :” 
which was read the first time; and ordered to 
be read a second time on the 7th. 

Feb. 7. The said Bill was read a second 
timé, and a motion being made for committing it 
. t0 a Committee of the whole House, it occasioned 
a high debate, in which Mr. R. Walpole, Mr, 
Heath, aod some others, insisted for the affir- 
mative; and Mr. Milner, Mr. Sloper, Mr. Clay- 
ton, and sir Joseph Jekyll, for the negative ; 
_ aod it was at last carried for .the former by 237 
voices against 139. | | 
_ Feb. 8. Mr. Hungerford presented to the 
House a bill, ‘ For the better Establishment of 
* Public Credit, by preventing, for the future, 
¢ the infamous Practice of Stock-Jobbing,’ which 
Was read the first, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond tine, | 


Debate in the Lords on a Report of Mr. 
Knight's being apprehended.| Feb. 9. Lord Cow- 
ve took notice to the House of the report of Mr. 
ight’s being taken and. in custody, which 


n 
being. a matter in which the public was hiyhly [ 


concerned, he desired those in the administra- 

tion to-acquaint the House, whether there was 
gee for that report ? 

_ ‘Fhe Eartof Suriderlend having upon this in- 
fermed:the House in: what manner Mr. Knight 
had been apprehended and‘secured ; a motion 

was madeto address his majesty, to order his 
ministers abroad, to use the most effectual in- 

stanéer to have: him delivered up, and'sent over. 

Wereupon , 

- Lord’ Cowper represented, That the: person, 
who at: present took- care of his majesty’s affairs 
at Brussels; being’a foreigner, it were therefore 

“proper for the House either to send’ a niessen- 
ger of theirown, or to-desire his miajesty to'sead 
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Cd 


fa special messenger to bring over Mr. Knight, 
who- was‘so material an evidence in the present 


South-Sea Directors, and their abettors. . 
The Lord Townshend said thereupon, That 


jesty’s care in thisaffair, which they had all the 
reasoirin the world to be satished in: that 
upon the application made to his majesty, for 
using his endeavours to get Mr. Knight secured, 
twelve expresses were immediately dispatched 
for that purpose to’his majesty’s ministers 
abroad; and that these orders had been exe~ 
cuted with such diligence, by the secretary of 
his majesty’s resident, at Brussels, that Mr. 
custody : concluding, That it became the wis- 
dom of that august assembly, to express their 
grateful acknowledgements to his majesty for 
his past care, and ‘to rely on his future endea- 
vours for getting Mr. Knight delivered up, and 


sent over. 


Accordingly, the same day an Address was 
presented, to which his majesty returned for 
Answer, That he would give the necessary 
orders, and use his utmost endéavours to have 
Mr. Knight secured and brought over, . 


Commuans. 


Petition from the South Sea Company for al- 
lowing them farther Time for Payment of the 
Maney due from them to the Pablic.] Feb. 13. 
Upon the heal of the order of the House, for 
going into a grand committee upon the Bill,‘ For 
in‘ grafting Part of the Capital Stock and Fund 
‘ of the South-Sea Company, &c.’ A Petition 
of the South-Sea Company was offered to be 
presented to the House, and the members in 
Westminster-Hall,, Court of. Requests, and 
places adjacent, having been summoned to_at- 
tend the service of the House, the said Petition 
was brought up and read, praying the consider- 
ation of the House, in relation to the payments 


act of pariiament of the last session, the said 
‘Company are subject and liable to, for the use 
‘of the public, at the times, and in the manne# 


r7io 
Inquiry into the villainous frauds of the late — 


exher of these would imply adistrust ofhisma- | 


~ 


Knight was actually apprehended, and in safe ~ 


Asimilar Address was also agreed to by the . 


Cd 


_ of the several Sums of Money, which by the © 


‘ by thesaid act directed, and praying:such relief, 


- as to the Hause should seem meet. 
Hereupon, a motion was made, and jnsisted- 


‘on by Mr. Shippen and several others, That thé . 


‘said Petition be rejected ; but they being opé 
posed by Mr. Robert Walpole, and all the 
court party, andthe question being put there- 


upon, it was carried in the negative, by 353 


‘voices against 166; however, the said Petition 
was ordered to lie on the table; and then ano- 
ther motion was made by the. country party, 
thatit be an instruction to the said Committee, 
that they have power to receive a clause for ex- 
cluding the Directors of the South-SeaCompany, 


East India Compahy and the Bank of Eng- — 


land, from being elected members, or sitting 
and’ voting in any future parliament: bat, 


after some debate, the question being put there 


711} 


upon, it was carried in the negative, by a 
' Maajority of 211 votes against 164. 


‘The King’s Message relative to the Petition. 


of the South Sea ompany | Feb. 15. Mr. 
Methuen delivered to the Commons the fol- 
lowing Message from his majesty : 


“G. R. re 

“His majesty having received a Petition 
fromm the Court of Directors of the South Sea 
Company, relating to the payment of the mo- 
ney due to the public from the said Company, 
has thought fit to transmit thé said Petition to 
the House of Commons ; and, at the same time 
to acquaint them, that his majesty has no ob- 
jection to the parliament’s giving to the South 
Sea Company such ease and relief, in the time 
of making the payments due to the public, as 
the House of Commons shall think ft and rea- 

sonable.” . 
This Message was referred to the considera- 
tion of a Committee of the whole House the 
Friday following: and then a clause was or- 


| dered to be inserted in the Bill, For ingrafting’ 
part of the Stock and Fund of the South Sea 


Company, to restrain the Corporations of the 
Bank of England, of the South Sea Company, 
and of the East India Company, from lending 
any sum of money to their proprietors upon 
ae stock exceeding 100/. for 100/. capital 
stock. ee 


Tas First Report or THE CoMMITTEE OF 
SEcRECY ON THE PRocEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH 
Sea Company.] February 16. The order of 
the day being read, Mr. Brodrick, from the 
Committee of Secrecy, to whom it was referred 
to enquire into all the proceedings relating to 
the execution of‘ the act of the last session of 
parliament, intitled, ‘An act for enabling the 
* South Sea Company to increase their present 
* capital stock, &c.’ reported the matter as it 
appeared to them, which they had directed 
him to report to the House ; and having read 
the’said Report in his place, which took up 
near two hours and half, he delivered it in at 


the table, where the same was again read as 
follows : 


Jue First Report or THE CoMMITTEE OF 
SECRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
Sout Sea Company.* 


The Committee of Secrecy appointed to enquire 
. Into all Proceedings relating to the execution 
of the Act passed last session of parliament, 

intitled, ‘ an Act for enabling the South Sea 
‘ Company to increase their present capital 
‘stock and fund,’ &c. have endeavoured, 
with continued application to discharge the 


* «<The first Report of the Committee of 
Secrecy when presented to the House, exposed 
ascene of fraud aud iniquity almost unparal- 
leled in the annals of history. The Committee 
stated that their inquiry had been attended 
with numerous embarrassments and difficulties ; 
that in the different books were made falsé and 
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trust reposed inthem. At the entrance into 
their enquiry they observed the matters 
referred to them were of great variety and 
extent. Many persons were entrusted with di 

_ ferent parts in the execution of this law, and 
under the colours thereof acted in an: unwas~ 
rantable manner, in disposing of the proper- 
ties of many thousands of persons, amount+ 
ing to many millions of money. 


fictitious entries, with blanks, erasures, and al- 
terations, and in some, the leaves were torn 
out. Some books had been destroyed, others 
secreted. 

‘“< Before the South Sea Bill was passed, and 


with a view to promote it,-the Dhrectors, to 


whom the secret management was principally 
intrusted, had disposed of a fictitious stock of 
574,000/. This stock was noted as sold at seve~ 


| ral days, and at various isa ile 150 to 325 


per cent. amounting in the whole to 1,259,3252. 
it was to be esteemed as holden of the Com- 
pany, for the benefit of the pretended purcha~ 
sers, though no mutual agreement was then 
made for the delivery or acceptance of the 
stock at any stated time; no money was de 
posited, and no security given for the payment. 
By this contrivance, no loss codld have been 
sustained, if the stock should fall, and the 
gain would be received, if it should rise. 

& Ag this fictitious stock was designed for 
promoting the Bill, the sub and deputy govern- 
ors, Sir John Blunt, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Chester, 
Mr. Holditch, and Mr. Knight, the cashier, had 
the chief disposal of it, and it was distributed as 
follows : - 


To the earl of Sunderland, at the se. 4 
request of Mr. Craggs, sen.- - 50,000 

The dutchess of Kendal - - - 10,000 
The countess of Platen - - - 10,000 
Her two meces - - = = = = 10,000 
Mr. Craggs,senior - - - = - 30,000 
Charles Stanhope, esquire - - - 10,000 
The Sword Blade Company - - 50,000 


elt aise appeared, that Charles Stanhope had 
received a difference of 250,000/. through the 


- hands of sir George Caswal and Co. but that 


his name had Leen partly erased from their 
books, and altered to Stangape. That Aislabie, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, had anaccount 
with Turner, Caswal, and Co. to the amount | 
of 794,451/. and that he had advised the Come 
pany to make the secondsubscription 1,500,000/. 
instead of a million, by their. own authority, and 
without any warrant. That of the third subscrip- 
tiun, Aislabie’s list amounted te 70,000/. Sun- 
derland’s to 160,000/. Craggs’s tu 659,000. and 
Stanhope’s to 47,000/. That on the pawned 
stock which had been sold, there was, by the 
means of Mr. Knight, a deficiency of 400,000/. 


This report was succeeded by six others, less. 


important; at the end of the last, the. Com- 
mittee declared that the absence of Knight,- 
who had been principally and solely intrusted, 
put a period to their inquiries into this black 


aad destructive affair.” Coxe’s Walpole, « 


rd 
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In the progress of their enquiry your Com- 
mittee found it attended with many difticul- 
vies. | : 
In some.of the Books produced before them, 
false and fictitious entries were made; in 
others, entries with blanks; in others, entries 
with razures avd alterations; and in others, 
leaves were torn out. They found farther, 
that some bouks had been destroyed, and others 
taken away or secreted; nevertheless, your 
Committee are enabled to lay some matters of 
importance before the House for their present 
consideration. Rete 


The first matter that offered itself to the. 


consideration of your Committee was a scene of 
iniquity and corruption, the discovery of which 
your Committee conceived to be of the high st 
Importance to the honour of parliaments, and 
the security of his majesty’s government. | 

Your Committee observed, in the account 
laid before the House by the court of directors 
of the South Sea Company, pursuant to your 
order the 12th day of December, that the 
Company were therein supposed to have re- 
ceived the sum of 1,259,325/. apon account of 
stock sold to the amount of 574,500/. stock: 
whereupon your Committee ordered the Com- 
pany’s cash-book to be. laid before them, 
and upon inspection thereof, they found 
(at fol. 120 and 121) the several entries of 
stock, as sold for the Company, annexed at 
the end of this report, No. 1. the total of 
which entries amount to the said sums of 
574,500/. in stock; and of 1,259,325/, in 
cash; but it is very observable, that from the 
article of the 4th of February, 1719, unto that 
of the 12th of April, 1720, both inclusive, 
there is no mention made of the-name of any 
person whatsoever to whom the stock is suppos- 
ed to be sold. | _ 

The whole accounts comprehended in these 
two pages of the cash-book, and entered in 
this concealed manner, appear, nevertheless, 
to have been stated and balanced by the 
' Company’s committee of treasury, without ex- 
pressing the day when such accounts were 
stated, and are subscribed by sir John Fellows, 
then sub-governor, Mr. Charles Joye, then 
deputy-governor, sir Lambert Blackwell, sir 
Robert Chaplin, sir Theodore Janssen, Mr. 
Jacob Sawbridge, and Stephen Child,’ then 
directors all of them of the said Committee, and 
sir Robert Chaplin, sir Theodore Janssen, and 
Mr. Sawbridge, at-that time members of this 
House. - | 4, 

Your Committee, upon this occasion, take 
the liberty to remind the House of a remarkable 
period in the last session of parliament; that 
upon the 2nd of February, 1719, the House 
agreed to the report of the Committee of the 
whole House, appointed to consider of that 
part of his majesty’s speech which related to 
the public debts, that the proposals made by 
the South Sea Company should be accepted, 
and ordered a bill to be brought in pursuant to 
the said resolution, which bill having passed 


- 


this House, and afterwards the House of Peers, 


/ 
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had the royal assent upon Thursday the 7th of © 


April, 1720. 

Your ‘Committee, surprized to see so large. 
an account of stock disposed of by the Com- 
pany, before the passing the bill to enable the. 
Company to increase their capital stock and 
fund, and before any subscription or redemp- 
tion could be made, whereby their capital - 
stock was increased, proceeded to examine 
carefully into that transaction. : 

And upon examination of the late sub 
and deputy-governors, and the late direc- 
tors of the South Sea Company, Mr. Robert 
Knight, then cashier, Mr. Robert Sarman, 
then deputy-casmer, Mr. John Grigsby. then 
accountant, Mr. Charles Lockyer, then 2n@ 
accountant, and Mr, Matthew Weymondsold, 
broker, it manifestly appeared to your Come‘ 
mittee, that the Company at that time was not 
possessed of such a quantity of stock, whereof 
they could then make an actual sale and 
trausfer; the Company having at that time, in 
their own right, only a small quantity of stock, — 
not exceeding 25,000/. or 30,000/. at the | 
most. And upon the inspection of the transfer 
books of: that time, as well as upon examina 
tion of the before-mentioned persons, your 
Committee cannot find any transfers’ niade by 
the Companys of any part of that great quan- 
tity of stock, at the times specified in the 
cash-book, (excepting to the duke of Portland, 
the lord Delawar, and the honourable John 
West, esq.; who sold their annuities to the 
Company) and no account of any transfers of 
such stock has as yet been given into this 
House, although by your order of the 17th of 
December last it was expressly required. 

Upon fartier examination of the persons 
before-mentioned, your Committee discovered 
that this supposed sale of stock was colourably 
entered in the book for the benefit of persons, 
whose names were designed to be concealed, 
with intention to make an interest in favour of 
the Company, and to facilitate the acceptance 
af the South Sea Proposals, and the passing the 
bill, which were at that time depending in par- 
liament. And to that end, the late sub and 
deputy-governors, sir John Blunt, Mr. Gibbon, 
Mr. Chester, and Mr. Holditch, late directors, 
who had the care of soliciting the passing the 
bill, together with Mr. Knight, the cashier, 
had the power of disposing of this stock. 

And the general method by which this prac- 
tice was carried on, was thus; 

This stock was set down, as -sold at several 
days and at several prices, from 1507. per cent. 
to 3251. per cent. and was from those times to 
be esteemed as taken in, or holden by the 
Company, for the benefit of the pretended 
purchasers, although no mutual agreement was 
then made for the delivery. or acceptance of 
the stock, at any certain time, and although 
no money was paid down, nor any deposit, or 
other security, given to the Company for pay- 


ment, by the supposed purchasers: so that if - 


the price of stock had fallen, as might be ex- 


pected, if the scheme had miscarried, no joss 


t 


\ 


we. 
‘ee 


» 
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® 


_ the late sub-governor, and 


could have been sustained by them; but if the 
price of stock should advance (as it actually 
did by the success of the scheme) the differ- 
ence by the advance price was to be made 
good to the pretended purchasers: and accord- 
ingly the account of such stock was made up, 
and adjusted with Mr. Knight, and the money 
arising by the difference of the price, between 
fhe times of such taking in, or holding of the 
stock, and the making such adjustments, was 

aid, or allowed, out of the company’s cash, 
tu the pretended purchasers; but no eatries of 
such adjustments, or of names of the persons 
with whom the said were made, appear to your 
Committee in any of the books of the Com- 


apy. 
: Sir Theodore Janssen affirmed, that when the 
said account in the cash-book was laid by, Mr. 
Knight before their Committee of treasury, to 
be passed and signed, an objection being made 
that blanks were left for the buyers of this stock, 
r. Knight, said, 
there were reasons for passing the account in 
that manner, and that the stock was disposed 
af to persons whose. names were not preper to 
be known te a great many, but ata fit time a 
frerfect account thereof sbould be made up, 
aod that if the bill did pass the stock would be 
well sold. =~ - : | 
Mr. Robert Surman declared, that about the 


| $d of April, 1720, Mr. Knight the cashier, 


sbewed him that account of stock sold in the 
eash-book (fol. 120, and 121) and told the exa- 


_ wminant, that there was a Committee appointed 


to louk jnta the state of the cash that night, 
and that he, Mr. Knight, having thereby 
charged himself withthe value of so large a 
quantity of stack sold, would appear to have a 
great sum’ of monev in his hands, which he 
really had not, and therefore said, he would 
write of a supposed sum of 800,000/. aslent by 
the Campany tu sundry persans upon 400,000/. 
eock, and Mr. Knight did then accordingly 
enter the same with bis own hand, (fol. 120) 
of the said cash-book, in the following words, 
“+4720. April 3. By loan to sundries on se- 
curity of 400,000/. South-Sea Stock, at an in- 
terest of 51. per cent. per annum. 800,000/. 


That Mr. Robert Surman farther declared, 


he did vot know that any. part of the. said 
money was really lent, but the entry was. made 
tothat effact by Mr. Knight, with an intention 
to answer, in pact, the accaunt of stack seld: 
he believed ‘also that the entry in the same 
book was written by, Mr. Knight, as follows, 
(fal, 121.) | | 
“ April 14. By account of loan on South-Sea 
Stock, lent to sundries on. security of 100,000J. 
stock at 250, at an interest of 5 per cent. per 
annum, 250,0002,” : ia 
' Asto the greatest part, if not the whole of 
thatsum, it was. entered with the same wiew ; 


and the examinant at. that time took it, that:this- 
atock entered as.soldiin the cash-book, was not | 


paid for, and for that reasen Mr. Knight enter- 
ed these sums of 800,0004 and 250,0004 as. 
actpally dishursed,, to help.ta make a balance 


upon the account, as it now stands m. the ¢ashz: 


That the examinant observing the said datry 
of stock sold, Mr. Knight cold hin, that it was- 
a transaction of a private nature, aad that a 
great part of it was disposed of to perspns of 
distinction. , 

Mr. Astell, one of thelate directors, likewise 
declared, that be believed the said article of 
loan of 800,000. on 400,000/. stock was en- 
tered as a blind to answer the account of re- 
ceipts on the other side of the cash-book,. for 
that he could not find any minute thereof in the 
other books of the company. . 

Mr, Stephen Child said, that he took the- 
articles of stock bought and sold ia the cash- 
book, to be fictitious, and to be entered in. that 
manner merely to make a balance. 

Whilst your committee had this matter under 
examination, viz. upon the 27th day. of January 
last, the court of directors (pursuant to your 
order of the 17th of December preceding, ree 
quiring a particular account of this stock sold, 
and by whom, and to whom transfe:red) laid 
before this House a book, containing an. ac- 


count of stock sold, as they received it frena- 


their committee of treasury, without men~ 
tioning that any part of such stock was actually 
transferred. 7 

And your committee examining into that 
account, sir John Blunt (from whom your 
committee received the first material infor- 
mations) the late sub and deputy-governors, 
Mr, Gibbon, Mr. Astell, Mr. Chester, late die 
rectors,and Mr, Robert Surman, informed them, 
that they believed, and that it was generally se 
understood among the directors, that the said 
account laid before this House, is not a true 
account; and tbat there are many fictitious 
names therein, as the names of several brekers 
and others, which are made use of to cover the 
names of other persons, who had the real bene= 
fit of such stock, and who nevertheless are not 
mentioned in thats account, but that the names | 
of persons of distinction er condition therein 
contained are real. 

Mr. Asteél declared, that pressing Mr. 
Knight upon the repeated orders of the diree- 
tors to make up the accouat of this stock, Mr. 
Knight. answered, that he could not eomply 
with these erders, without giving up forty or 
fifty af the Company’s best frienda. 

Mr. Robert. Surman gaye. your committee @ — 
farther explanation of the framing, this account 
as follows. Ae a 

‘That since the order of the House requiring 
this account, he assisted Mr. Knight in pré~ 
paring a thereof, and by Mr: Kaight’s 
disection, he wrote down several names, which 
Mir. Knight read to him out of a book with a 


green cover, wherein Mr. Knight had kept an 


account.ef this. stock. eatered in the cash-book 


‘of the. Company, and also. of subscriptions, bus 
believed 


Mr. Knight did not gwe him-all the 
true names, because Mr. Haight sometimes 
turned over a leaf‘or two without giving hime 


name, although there werg-ia those: leavés names 


~~ 


™= 
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ef persone with whom an account was there 
entered, And Mr. Surman farther said, that 
he remembered, that in. the same book, at the: 
‘head of a large account, wherein the debtor 
side.came-near to the bottem of the: page, he 
saw, tite name of Jelin Ajislabie, esq. late 
- ehencellor of the exchequer, but Mr. Knight 
| turned over that leaf, and did; not give him 
-ehat name to insert in the account: 
That at the head’ of another account, in the 
game-book, he-saw the name of James Craggs, 


esq. : 
That at tlie head‘of another: account in that 
book, he-saw the: name of Charles: Stanhope, 


Tt which were accounts of stock and sub- 
scriptions, but Mr. Knight left: out all these 
names in: this account; and after: it was thus 
drawn out from the green book, and from some: 


letters whioh Mr. Knight tlien-delivéred' to-this: 


@xaminant, the sums not coming: right, Mr: 


Knight made several alterations in the names: 
and prices, and inserted other names and ‘prices: 


to frame the account in-the manner it now ap- 
apeara, 

Mr. Francis. Hawes, one of the late directors, 
likewise declared; that-about the time ofmaking: 
the last Midsummer dividend, Mr. Kmght in- 
formed'hiin; that: he: (Mr. Knight) held'stock 
fer John Aislabie, esq; and‘that-he had an ace 


count of ‘stook: depending with Mr. Aislabie, | 


and-the-examinant: believed that such: stock: 
hed beer taken in-some time before, and that 
Mr, Knight held such steck with the Company's 
money. - - 

And the examinant added; that-he believed: 
the reason of entering the 574,500/. stock sold, 
in-the cash-book, was: to give’ persons.an op- 

* portunity of‘ having stuck-at low prices, and 
that great part of the stock sold, was disposed of 
for the forwarding the bill. 7 

Your committee proceeding: to examine sir 
John Blunt, concerning the disposal of the fic- 
tittoits South-Sea Stock before-mentioned, he 
acquainted ‘them, that the latter end of Febru- 


ary, or the beginning of March last, Mr. Knight: 


told him, and (as he remembered) the late de- 
puty-governor, Mi. Gibbon, and Mr, Chester, 
that Mr. Craggs the post-master desired to have 
80,0001. stock bought, or taken in at the cur- 
rent price, viz. 50,0007. for the earl of Sundér- 
land; or his friénds, and the-remaining 30,0002. 
for Mr. Craggs, or his friends: that this request 
was complied with, and 80,000/. of the com- 
pany’s stock’ was directed to be: applied ‘ac- 
cordingly, whichthe examinent takes to be part 
' ofthe sum of 113,000/, entered into the com- 
peny’s cash-book as sold on the 27th day of 
ebraary 1719, at 175/. per cent. That no 
money appears to have been paid for the 
above-mentioned 80,000/. But sir John Blunt 
eeaid, that some time in March Mr. Knight 
shewed* him a note for the 50,0001. stock, 
signed Sunderland, which Mr. Knight said was 
the earl of Sunderland’s hand, and the . exami- 


nant believed it to be so, having seen his. lord-. 


‘slttp’s hand to-treasury-warrants aad orders. 


‘ 


, Fhe note, to the best. of his remembrance, wag 
to the effect following. That whereas Mr, 
‘Knight had: bought several parcels of South-Sea 
‘Stock for the earl of Sunderland, the particu- 
‘lars of which were therein specified, amounting 
'in-the wholeto 500,G00?: stock, at several prices, 
‘the money payable for which amounts to more 
:than-80,0001, his lordship promised to pay tlre 
‘said money, with: interest, at a certain time’ 
‘therein mentioned: that since the beginning’ 


of this session: of parliament, the’ examinant 


jand Mr. Knight discoursing about the company’s 
‘fictitious stock, and particularly concerning the 
earl of Sunderfand’s part of it, the examinant 
iasked: how he would’ conceal’ that? MY. Knighr | 
‘replied, He would go through thick and’ thiw’ 


rather than discover it. That the examinant 
does not know of any money paid, or note; or 
other securitv, given’ by Mr. Craggs for the 


80,0001. residue of the 80;000/: stock. 
! Mr. Edward Gibbon; another ofthe late di» 


rectors; said; that Mr. Knight told'him, that 
some time‘in February, 1719, he was to suppl 
and ‘furnish tle earl of Sunderland, with 50,0004.. 
stock,-at between 170 and 180/: per. cent, 
which was the price of stuck at that time. 

Mr. Joye; late deputy-governor, déctared,. 
thar Mr. Kuight, about ten or eleven. months: 
since, told him, that’ 100,000/: stock must be” 
reserved’ for- Mr. Craggs of‘the: Post-office; in 
trust for others; whereupon the examifiant’ 
asking, What! for my Jord’ Sunderland’; ~ he’ 
replied, not for himself, but his’ friends.. Mr. 


Joye scid farther, that: Mr: Knight’ told hire | 


since the inquiry began, that the sum ptomised’ 
to Mr. Craggs.was but 30,0001. 
The before named James Craggs, esq. being” 


examined, said, that he never did apply to. Mr. - 


Knight, or any other person whatsoever, to have 
any of the Company’s stock, or to have any; 
stock taken in for him by theCompany, ~ . 

Mr. Richard Holditch, another of the late’ 
directors, said, that he was told by Mr, Knight, 
That:50,000/. of the company’s stock, said to 


be sold, was held for a noble lord in a high | 


station. That he. appreliended and believed’ | 


that by the lord ina high station, Mr. Koight- 


meant the earl of Sunderland ; but Mé, Knight’ 
being since asked about it, said, that it did not 


go that way, but it went another way, or words” 


tothat effect. | 
Your Committee in the course of sir John 


Blunt’s examination asked him, whether he’ 
knew of any more of the Company’s stock’ dis- | 


posed of, in order to facilitate the passing the 
bill? Hé answered, that’ he believed’ the. 


dutchess of Kendal, her two nieces, and the’ 


countess of Platen, were the persons for whose” 
benefit 36,000/. stock was entered in the Come 
pany’s cast-book, as sold on the. 4th of Fe- 
bruary, 1719. - 
That some time after the 4th day of February, 
1719, and while the said scheme, or bill, wag 


depending in the House, Mr. Secretary .Craggs, ° 


in Westminster-hall, spoke to him, and tothe’ - 


late sub and députy-governors, and to Mr, 
Chester, on the behalf of the persons abové- 
bs ee | 


a 
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named, and said, he really thought it was for 
the interest of the Company to engage persons 
of their rank to be concerned in it, or words 
to that effect ; whereupon it was agreed, that 
they should have 36,000/. of the Company’s 
stock at the price mentioned, which was 150 
per cent. although the market price, as he be- 
lieved, was then somewhat bigger: That he 
took it for granted the agreement was since 
made good. __.. 

That Mr. Knight had the management of 
this affair, and used to keep an account of the 
stock thus disposed of in a book of his own; 
but he then apprehended the duchess of Ken- 
dal, and the countess of Platen, did not either 
of them know that the other was to have any 
stock. . | 

Sir John Fellows, late sub-governor, on his 


examination said, that whilst the proposals. 


from the South Sea Company, or the Bill in 
the House of Commons was depending, Mr. 
Knight told him, that Mr. Secretary Craggs 
proposed, that 12,0007. of the company’s 
‘stock should be disposed of to the duchess of 
Kendal, 12 000/. to the countess of Platen, and 
12,000/. to the duchess’s two nieces. The 
 examinant agreed they should have the stock, 
paying the market-price, which was then above 
150 per cent. But Mr. Knight telling the ia 
minant, that he thought they were entitled to 
the stock from the first application made for it, 
at which time the price was about 150 per 
cent. ; this examinant consented that they 
‘shoold have it at that price. He added far- 
ther, that Mr. Secretary Craggs did at his office 
recommend the above-mentioned proposal, and 
said that it would be for the service of the com- 
pany to have such persons proprietors. He 
said likewise, that the same proposal was at 
another time made to him and others by Mr. 
Secretary Craggs in Westminster-hall. That 
the examinent and the deputy-governor waited 
on the duchess of Kendal, and acquainted her 
with the proposals and that Mr. Knight should 
have orders to follow her directions, and de- 
sired her good offices on the Company's he- 
half; that the duchess received them civilly, 
and thanked them for it. The examinant said 
also, That a letter was wrote by Mr. Knight to 
the countess of Platen, signed by the examinant, 
and the deputy-governor, to acquaint her with 
the said proposal, and that she wrote an an- 
wer, signifying her acceptance, but that he had 
Jost the letter. 

Mr. Edward Gibbon, another of the said di- 
rectors, being examined, declared, That whilst 
the South-Sea bill was depending in the House, 
he was at a conversation in Westminster-hall, 
at which were present Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
the sub and deputy-yovernors, and Mr. Chester, 
where Mr. Secretary proposed, that about 
$0,0002. stock should be disposed of to certain 
ladies, whose having stock would be of service 
to the Company, or to that effect, which was 
eonsented to; and he believed they were fo- 
reigners, but did aovt know their names. 


Mr. Joye, the late deputy-governor, ee | 


’ 


| 
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the Committee that some time before tke 
above-mentioned conversation in Westminster- - 
hall, Mr. Koight told him, Mr. Secretary Craggs 
had mentioned to him, that it would be advise- 
able to have some great ladies concerned in the 
Company’s stock, and that they should have it 
at 150 per cent. That soon after sir John Fel- 
lows, Mr. Knight, and himself, being at Mr._ 
Secretary Craggs’s office, the same proposal was 


again renewed by the secretary, and was con- 
. sented to by sir John Fellows, Mr. Knight, and. 


himself; he did not exactly remember the pro- 
portions in which the stock was to be provided, 
but on the best recollection he could make, he 
thought the duchess of Kendal was to have 
10,0002, stock, and the countess ef Platen the 
like sum, and the duchess’s nieces 5,000/. each. 
Mr. Joye said also, That there was a conver- 
sation with Mr. Secretary Craggs in Westmin- 
ster-hall, concerning the afore-mentioned pro= 
posal ; That he could not recollect what then 
passed, but remembered that soon after sir John 
Fellows and himself were introduced to the 
duchess uf Kendal, by Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
who interpreted between them ; that they ac- 
quainted her with the offer, and that directions 
would be given to Mr. Knight, to transfer the 
stock on payment of the-money; that the 
duchess seemed well pleased with the offer, 
thanked them, and wished them good success. - 
He farther said, that talking with Mr. 
Knight, since this inquiry began, he said, that 


‘neither the duchess of Kendal, nor her nieces, 


had any stock transferred to them, but that the 
countess of Platen had ; to which Mr, Joye re-. 
plied, that he did not believe him. 

Mr. Robert Chester, one of the late directors, 
being examined likewise about the said conver- 
sation in Westminster-hall, concurred, in sube- 
stance, with what sir Jobn Fellows has before 
declared, cue Ma 

Sir John Blunt said likewise, that after this 
examination on Friday the 27th of January 
last, Mr, Joye came to his lodgings, and asked 
him touching what had passed in his examina. 
tion before your committee. That sir John 
Blunt told him, he had said nothing of the. 
ministry: What! says Mc. Joye, nor of the 
ladies neither? To which sir John replied, that 
he had not. 

That on Saturday the 28th of January last, 
soon after sir John Biunt had ‘been again exa- 
mined by your committee at the South-Sea 
house, Mr. Joye came to him, and asked him 
what had passed; that sir John told him he 
was under an obligation of secrecy; that he 
loved. him very well, and that the best way was 


to tell the whole truth: What, says Mr. Joye, 


of the ladies, and all? Yes (says sir John) the 
examination is very strict, and nothing but the 
truth will do. , . 

Mr. Joye being examined by your committee . 
to the abave-mentioned conversation between 
him and sir John Blunt, did admit. that the sub- 
stance of it was true... | 

Mr. Holditch also informed your Committee 
that Mr. Knight told him, that 30,0004, of the. 


\ 
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Company’s stock, said to be sold, was for.a cer- 
tain person, who had deserved weil; and that 
some other persun, or persons of distinction at 
court (or words to that effect) were to have 40 
or 50,0000. of the Company’s stuck reserved for 
them. ~- 

' Sir John Blunt being again. examined, in- 
formed your committee, that Mr. Knight had 
the chief management of the disposal of the 
Company's stock ; and, that whilst the South- 
Sea bill was depending in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Kniyht acquainted him, that Mr. 
Charles Stanhope, one of the secretaries of the 
treasury, desired to have 10,000/. stock bought, 


or taken io, forshim, at the warket-price, which | 


was then about 250/. per cent. but the said Mr, 
Stanhope did not. absolutely agree to have the 


- stock at that time; but the same day, or the 


day following, Mr. Knight shewed sir John 
Blunt’‘a letter, signed Cliarles Stanhope, where 
he desired to have the said 10,0002. stock 
bought, or taken in, for him, and sir Jolin 
Biunt consented that he should have it accord- 
ingly, | 

That on the strictest enquiry your Commit- 
tee cannot discover, that the said Mr. Stan- 
hope ever paid, or gave any. security to pay, for 
the said stock, or that any actual transfer was 
raade to him of it. : 

Mr, Richard Holditch being again examined, 
said, he understood by Mr. Knight, that 10 or 
12,0001. of the Company’s stock, said to’be 
sold, was held for Mr. Charles Stanhope of the 
treasury. : 


That Mr. Knight told him, that the said Mr. 


Stanhope was undetermined in the morning, 
when he first mentioned it, whether he would 
have it or no, but in the evening agreed to 
have it. | 

Your Committee find upon inspection of 


the account of cash kept by the South-Sea. 


Company with the Bank of England, that by 
notes drawn upon the Bank by the cashier of 
the South-Sea. Company the sums following, 
amounting to 51,736/, 13s. were paid to Charles 
Stanhope, esq. ane of the secretaries of the 
treasury, out of the cash of the South Sea Com- 
pany,-at the days following, viz. May the 7th, 
5,662/. 13s.. May the 12th, 600/. June the 
18th, 40,6091. September the 10th, 4,865/. 
Upon the examination of Jacob Sawbridge, 
esq. late one of the directors, and of the Com- 
mittee of treasury of the South-Sea Company, 
aod also a copartner with Elias Turner and 
company, with whom part of the cash of the 


South Sea Company had been usually kept, till. 


within three or four months past, and upon 
perusal of their books, your Committee disco- 
vered a disposition of 50,0002. of the Coinpany’s 
stock, (as it was then called) unto the said 
Turner, Sawbridge, and sir George Caswall, 


which sum now appears in the account of stock | 


sold, laid before this House, viz. | 
March 21. Turner, Caswall, and Company, 
(50,000/. 250) 120,000/. | 
Ditto: 10,0002. (270) 27,0002. 


The perticular of which affair, 90 far a6 it re-. 
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lates to the said 50,000/. your comnnittee do 
now lay before the House; and for the better 
information of the House, they have annexed 
inthe Appendix to their Report, No. IT. exact 
transcripts of their several articles and accounts ° 
contained in the several books of Turner and 
company, unto which their Report has reference. 

Sir Jacob Sawtridge. being examined, as to 
his passing and signing the account of stock 
sold, entered in the cash-book of the South-Sea 
Company, without the names of the persons to 
whom it was sold; and also the disposition 
thereof, acknowledged that he allowed and 
signed the said account, and made no objec- 
tion thereto, Mr. Knight saying, that the ac- 
count was right; but the examinant said he 
could not tell to whom that stock was sold, 
Mr. Knight not giving the committee of trea- 
sury any particulars thereof; but at length Mr. 
Sawbridge owned that he had 50,0001, part of 
the 68,000/. stock mentioned in the cash-book 
to be sold the 21st day of March 1719, at 2501. 
per cent. and said that when the charter of 
Turner and company was ordered to be laid 
before the committee, appointed the last session 
of parliament, to enquire into and examine 
the several subscriptions for fishery, and other - 
projects, the said Turner and company were 
obliged to sell 50,000/. South-Sea stock more 
than they had, (which he called ¢ selling the | 
‘ bear’) and hearing that the South-Sea Company 
were selling stock, he bought (as: he said) this 
50,000/. stock of the Company, but admitted 
that he did not pay down any money for it, 
ang that there was no agreement in writing re-’ 
lating thereunto, but if the price of stock had’ 
fallen, he said he must have'stood +o the loss 
of it; that this stock was not then delivered tu’ 
him, but was delivered to him, or his order, by 
Mr. Robert Surman, upon the 1ith of June 
1720, at which time he paid the money for it, 
amounting to 125,000/. that the price of stock 
was then advanced to 750/. per cent. so that at. 
the market-price this 50,000/. stock comes to 
375,000/. and that he entered im his book 
125,0007. paid to the South Sea Company, and 
entered 250,000/. as paid to his own cash, but. 
did not receive any money. . | 

That he directed this account of stock to be 
entered in a fictitious name, that their servants 
might not know it to be the proper stock of 
Turner and company, and carried it to the ac- 
count of stock in their books, where it -is 
blended with the rest of the stock. 

But Sir John Fellows said, that he did not 
know of any particular parcel of stock holden’ 
for Turner and company, till lately; and said 
be did not» remember the disposal of the 
50,0002. stock, to them; that Mr. Knight used 
to transact with them, and he (the examinant) 
believed, the Company did not intend to give 
them the benefit of so much stock. } 

Your committee proceeding to inspect the 
books of Turner and company, and to examine 
Daniel Watkins, one of their clerks, and also 


1 Mr. Jacob Sawbridge, do find, that upon the - 


11th of June, 1720, this 50,000/. stock and the 
pA | | 
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improve: value thereof, amounting to 375,000. 
was regularly placed to thevaccount of Chayles 
Stanhope, esq. in the several stock ledger 
books of Turner and company, mentioned in 
the Appendix, under the following letters, viz. 
in the stock ledger book, letter A, fol. 99, and 
in the stock ledger, letter B, fol. 7, and 62. 
The entry in the ledger, letter A, is in these 
‘words on the debtor side. 
1720, June 11, . 

Tu cash for 22,000/. South-Sea stock 

to Robert Knight and Robert Sur- 


jnan’s order - -----+-+--- £202,230 
To Do. 28,0007. Do. to J. Stokes’s 

vaccount ----<--- eee --- 172,770 

; £. 375,000 


And this account was upon the same 11th 
of June 1720, regalarly entered in their book, 
called the general or clearing-book, letter C. 
fol. 110, and was placed to Charles Stanhope, 
€sq. accordingly. = 
Daniel Watkins declared, that he at first 
wrote those several entries in the said byok, in 
the name of Charles Stanhope, esq. by the di- 
rection of sir George Caswall, one of the co- 
partners with Turner and Sawbridge, or from 
some other account, and believed, that be had 
seen the said Charles Stanhope, esq. at the of- 
fice of Turner and company, once or oftener, 
"in or about the months of May or June last, 

_ coming there to receive money, that he was 
then told Mr, Stanhope’s name by some clerk 
in the office, and upon his examination de- 
stribed Mr. Stanhope to be q tall thin man, of 
# black or brown complexion, according to. bis 
remembrance, _ 

The said accounts mentioning 28,0001. stock, 
part of the said 50,000/. to be adjusted with 
Joseph Stokes at 172,770/. your Committee 
sent for the said Joseph Stokeg, and for. Joseph 
Stanborough his partner, who acted for Turner 
and company, in the selling of stock, who be- 
ing examined, and producing. thei 
book, and comparing it. with an account in the 
said ledger of Turner and company, letter D, 
fol. 86, kept with the said Joseph Stokes, for 
the produce of this 28,000/, stock, at 17.2,770/. 
John Stanborough said, that he transacted this 
affair for Mr. Sawbridge, and that the said 
28,0001. South Sea stock, was sold, or dis- 


‘ posed of by him or Joseph Stokes, upon the. 


10th of June, 1720, or a,day or. two, before, 


together with another sum of 1,000/, South Sea 


stock, at several prices, amounting in the,whole 


to 180,280/. which sum he actually paid and. 


'- answered to, Jacob Sawbridge, esq. ypon the 


10th or 11th of June, 1720,who caused the. said. 


stock to be transferred accordingly; theres. 
upon your Committee proceeded to, enquire 
into the time and manner of payment for this, 
stock unto Mr. Charles Spanhope, and. inspect- 
ing the several gther.books of Turner and com- 


pany, mentioned, in the appendix, cajled the, 


smote book, the cash note book, the drawing 
ledger, and. the cash, note. ledger, wherein, the 


roducing. their account. 


account of all notes issued and paid by Turners 
and company are duly entered, it appeared hy 
the note bvok, letter F, fol. 100, and by the 
cash note ledger, letter A, fol. 289, and 299, 
that upon the 11th of June, 1720, ane cagb 
note of the said Turner and company wag yez 
gularly made out for 202,230. payable ta the 
said Mr. Charles Stanhope, and anatber cash 
note of Turner and company was also regularly 
made out the same day for 47,7701 payable to 
Mr. Charles Stanhope, which last note ig the 
note book, letter F, fol. 100, is entered, Ror 
bert Surman ; both which notes were regylarly 
entered, paid, and satisfied, unto Mr. Charlea 
Stanhope, by Turner and company, upon the 
12th of December, 1720, in the note book af 
Turner and company, letter G, fel. 70, and 
their cash note ledger, letter H, fol. 77, and by 
another book of Turner and compagy, called, 
the drawing cash ledger, letter I, fol. 758, i§ 
appears, that ypon the said 11th day of June, 
1720, when the said notes were issued, the 
sum of 47,770l. being the contents of one of 
the said notes, was charged to the account, of 


Mr. Robert Syrman, deputy cashier of the South 


Sea Company, as paid that day out of the cash 
kept by Turner and company, unto the. ordeg 
of the said Robert Surinan; Robert.Surman 
being examined thereunto, upon inspection of, 
cash-draughts kept by Turner and company, 
in. his name, wherein it appears, that he 19 
charged with the aforesaid, gum of 47,7701. paid 


_by Turner and compayy, the 11th of June, 


1720, out of the cash kept’ with them, by Mj. 
Knight, as cashier of the South Sea Company, 
and for which Surman was accountable to. 
Knight, did verily believe, that the sayk sum, 
accordingly paid by them, by ordeg of Mr. 
Knight, was given to the examinant out of the. 
said cash, and was no part of the examinant’s 
proper cash. ae 

Your Committee in this place observe, that. 
the two sums,of 202,230/. and 47,7702. amount 
to 250,000/. which being added to the 125,000(, 
the supposed price.of the, sajd 50,000/. stock, 
amounts to the whole sum charged. in the, saad 


‘ stock ledger, viz. $75,000. as the prodyce of. : 


the said stock upon the 11thof June, 1720, 
and, deducting out of the 375,0Q0/. the sum of, 
125,000/. for the prime cost.of the sgid stock, 
there. remains a clear difference.of 250,0002. 
accruing to the person for whose henefit, the. 
50,0001. stock was charged, as, spld, in the. 
Company’s cash, book, which is the. exact, 
amount of the said two cash notes, made paye 
able to Charles. Stanhope, esq. and accordingly, 
entered, paid, and satished unto him, the. ath, 
of, December, 1720. a 

Ia confirmation of which. payment, it aps. 
pears to your Committee by, the drawing cash-, 
ledger, lerter K, now, kept, by Turner, Caswall, 
and Sawbridge, in. a. new co-partnership with, 
Mr. Henry Blunt, son of. sir John. Blynt, and, 
My. Rabinson Knight, nephew of My. Robert 
Knight, which commenced the 25th, of. Junge, 
1720, fol. 512 and 570, in ap accoynt,kept.be- 
tween, Tugner, Gasivall, and, Sawbaidge,. apd . 


‘ 


\ 
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the riéw cb-partnérs, that the said 256,0007. 
Was itteréd paid in discharye bf thé two notes 
digth the 12th of Décember, 1720, and placed 
t 


the actount of tibney disbursed tipon the. 


separate accbunt of Tuther, Caswall and Sdw- 
bridge, cit of their separate cash actually paid 
into the hahds Of the few co-pdrtners, upon 
the 25th of Jane, 1720, amounting in real cash 
unto the suin of 1,166,875/. 43. 1d. out of 
which thé 250,000/. are actordingly set otf in 
discharge ef the new co-partiérs. 

Your Committee exatnined Jotin Mount and 
John Maddy, cashier to Furttet and coimpaity, 
#s well before as sirtce the néw co-partnership, 
Richatd Fenton their book-keepér, and also 
Jacob Sawbtidge, jdh. son of Jacob Sawbridge, 
ésq. the said Robinéon Knight and Henry 
Blunt, who, before the 25th of Jiine, 1720, 
were assistatits ii the office of Tarner and 
conipany, relatitig to thé setetal books aud en- 
tries, and to the transactigfs therein con- 
tained; tnd Johh Mount, John Maddy, and 
Rithard Fentoti declared, that they verily be- 
tieved, that all the said a¢cotin¢ts and entries of 


receipts and payments, aud of issuing and pay- 


ing notes, wete ttue; and that thé respective 
sums mettioned therein to have been received 
and paid, wéré really received and paid; and 
that the totes therein mentionéd to have been 
isstied, and paid, were actually issued and paid 
according to the import of thé several entries ; 
and that thosé two notes for 202,230/. and 


_ 47,7701. were actually issdéed, payable to Mr. 


©harles Séanhope,upon the f1th of June, 1720, 
m the usual afd regular mianneér ; the. note for 
the 20%,230/. being entered and filled up by 
the said Henty Blunt, and the other note for 
47,7701. being edtered and filled up by Jacob 
Sawbridve, jin. by the diréction of Jacob Saw- 
idige, sén. esy. and both the said notes, signed 
By Robinson Knight, thew entrustdd by Turney 
ind company to’ sign note¥ for them, a Jacob 
Sawbridge, jun. Robinson Knight, aid Henry 
Btont did acknowledge ; ‘atid that Turner and 
company, did' thereby become chargeable with 
the payment of the moriey théntioned in the 
two notes, which were actually pid and satis- 
fied’ upot the 12th of Deeémbér, 1720, ac- 
cording to the éntriés thereof, madé in the 
game books out of the cash, amounting to 
4,166,875/. 48. 14, védily paid arid answéréd by 
Turnér, Caswall and Sawbridge, into’ the new 
éo-partnership, which Henry Blunt and Robit- 
fon Knight, the new co-partners, did likewise 
confess, and that thé two notes being then 
Gischarged, wéré delivered up to Turned and 
gta se | 
The Committee dbservitig, that in the stock- 
Iédger, bodk (A) and’ (B), the namé' as it now 
stand’ a¥ the héad of accounts there, and also 
iM thd acdouttts in thé’ sdid’ Book-ledver, letter 
Y fol. 7, is * Statigape,’ altHouvh in the alpha- 
ets oF indexes of the said’ books, réferring’ to 
the tru folios, the name still rémains ‘ Stan- 
“hopé,’ arid als6é that in the’ said géneral or 
Clearing Kook, thé name now appearing in the 
account of the said 50,000/ stock, is ‘Stangapé,’ 


1721 .s<of thé South Sea Companp; £76 
aid that the said Bobks hail been tazéd, and 
the letters altered; did exdiiné Jacob Saw 
biidpe, es. aid Daniel Watkin’, due of the 
clerks of Turner ahd company, dpon the fact. 


Mt, Savbridge acknowledged tliat the tame at 


fitst entered th the said books tas ¢ Stanhope, 
and said it Was entered in & fictiiious name, 


that their sereants might hot know of it; that — 


he gave directions to Daniel Watkins, about 
two thohths past, td make thé several tazureg 
and dltératiohs in the sir-name, and to turn it 
into ‘ Stangape,’ bat ovned, that his name re- 
ferred to the name ‘Stanhope,’ mentioned if 
thé alphabets and in the othér books, and that 
it meant the satiie person. | 

Being asked whether there was any other 


fictitious name made use of in the books of | 


Turnér and conipany, besides thé name Charled 
Stanhopé or Stangape, esq. He said, that theré 
was to other fictitious nate in the whole book, 
to’ his knowledge, ne 
Daniel Watkins being thereupon sent for, 
avid éxathined, did declare, that about the 14th 
day of December last, hé made the several 
razdres and alterations ia the Name ‘ Stanhope,’ 
which was the name he had first wroté down in 
the books and alcered the same to ‘ Stangape, 
as it now appears, by the direction of sir George 
Caswall, who thén told the examinant, that it 
was an anonymous name (as the examinant ex- 
pressed ft) and that it ought to have heen 
*Stangape’ at first; that Mr. Sawbridge was 
not present at that time, and believed Mr. 
Sawhridge did not know of it till afterwards; 
but Watkins likewise owned that theré is no 
other fictitiods namé in any of the said books. 
Mr. Jatob Sawbridge attending in a room 
néxt adjoining, was called in again, after Wat- 


kins was withdrawn, and did then say, that. 


upon recollecting himself, he desired sir Georgé 
Caswall to give directions for thé alterations. 

But Mr. Robért Surman (who was well ac- 
quaihted with Turner and company, and had 
about two’ yéars sincé heen a clerk to them) 
and the présént cashier's and clerks of ures 
and covipany, viz. John Maddy, John Mount, 
and Richard Fenton, did all of them declare, 
upon théir examinations, that they never knew 
mor heard’ of any fictitiols name made use of 
by Turner and company, In any of their books, 
and Jofin' Maddy, one of the cashiers, said, that 
in the naturé of the affair, fictitious namés 
could not bé made use of. 

Your committee thinking it might be of use 
to’ have a sight of the notes themselves, ordered 
John Maddy to’ search for them in the proper 
place, and to’ bring them before your commit- 
tee, who being returned, acquainted thetn, that 
he had séarched the files, Kept for that purpose, 


at the office of Turner and cotiipany, and al- 


though be had found other notes, which were 
entered to be paid on the same 12th of De- 
cember last, and upoh other days before and 
after that day, presérved’ as usual upon the file, 
yét he could find neither of the said two notes ; 
and that eriquiriny of Daniel Watkins, what 
was' bucoine of thé said notés, hé was informed 


~ 
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by him, that he well remembered, that when 
he entered these two notes, paid the 12th of 
December last, he took them up and cancelled 
them, and that they being much worn by hav- 
ing been carried in a pocket, he had destroyed 
them. The examinant said farther, that he did 
not know or remember that any other notes 


‘delivered up, had been destroved; but that the 


method observed in. their business, had been to 
tear off the name of the person signing them, 
and to preserve the notes upon a file kept for 
that purpose in the office of Turner-and com- 
pany. | y — 

Daniel Watkins being thereupon examined, 
confessed, that the said two notes were deli- 
vered up to him, upon the 12th day of Decem- 
ber 1720, by Jacob Sawbridge, esq. and that 
after he had examined them with the books, 
and found them to be of the same numbers, 
dates, and sums, with such two notes then out- 
standing, he on the same 12th of December 
cancelled and destroyed them, and believed he 
burot them, but had no direction so to do, his 
order from Jacob Sawbridge, esq. being to dis- 
charge them in the books, and that the only 
reason for his destroying them, was, because 
the files being removed out of their usual 
places, he could not~find the proper . files, 
whereon these notes ought to have heen put, 
and also believing that no other person had any 


property or interest therein, besides Turner, 


Caswall, and Sawbridge, to whose proper ac- 
count he then had placed them. 

' Being asked, if he ever had destroyed any 
other notes, delivered up to Turner and com- 
pany, upon payment thereof; he answered, 
that he could not remember that he had ever 
destroyed any other note, so delivered up; but 
that other notes, after they were so delivered, 
have been preserved upon files. 

| Henry Blunt said, that the note for 202,230/. 


was filled up by himself, and being signed by 


Robinson Knight, was delivered to Jacob Saw- 


-bndge, esq. who immediately cancelled the 


said note, by tearing off the name of Robinson 
Knight, fearing (as the examinant supposed) 
that he might lose it, and then put the said 
cancelled note in His pocket, but the exami- 
nant did not know the reason of Mr. Sawbridge 
so tearing such notes. 

Your committee hereupon cannot but ob- 
serve the dangerous consequence of such ex- 
traordinary acts of razing and altering. the 
name of a gentleman of distinction, in books 
belonging to a society of bankers and in. an 
article of so very great value, and of the de- 
stroying these-two notes, from the inspection 
whereof, more full, and more direct evidence 
might have been laid before this House, espe- 


‘cially considering that both these facts were 


committed after an enquiry into the proceed- 
ings of the directors of the South-Sea Company 
was begun by this House, and the razure made 


_in the account of books of stock was about the 


same time, when the general account of stock 
sold by the South-Sea Company was delivered 


into this House, and when the subsequent order 


oe 


of this House, of the 17th of December last, was 
made, that the directors of the said Company 
should lay before this House a particular ac- 
count of the said 574,500/. stock, sold by the 
said Company, with the respective prices and 
parcels, and the persons by whom it was sold ; 
and by whom, and to whom transferred. - 

Your committee further observe, that Da- 
niel Watkins upon’ his first examination, did | 
not mention any thing concerning the property 
of this 50,000/, stock, although his examination 
did naturally lead thereunto; , but upon his 
subsequent examination on another day, he 
said, he believed this 50,000/. stock was bought 
by Turner and company, or one of them, of 
the South-Sea Company, or of Mr. Koight, for 
their proper account, and directed to been- . 
tered in Mr. Stanbope’s name, to prevent their 
servants kuowing that it was their own stock; 
but being asked what reason he had for such 
his belief, he only answered, because he was 
ordered by Mr. Sawbridge, upon the i2th of 
December last, to place these notes to the 
proper account of ‘Turner and company, and 
that from the nature of the account, and from 
Mr. Turner insisting to’bave credit for the 
11,0002. South Sea Stock from the co-partner- 
ship, which be could not otherwise have, and 
from all the circumstances be had any know-— 
ledge of, he could not find that any other per- 
son had any property therein. 

Mr. Robert Surman said, he remembered, 
that there was 50,000/. (which, he believed, 
was part of the 68,0001.) stack, mentioned in 
the cash-buok to be suld the 21st of March, 
1719, at 250l. per cent. suld to Turner and 
compayy; aud before it was adjusted, sir 
George Caswell acquainted him with it, and 
left with him a cash-note for 125,000/. to be 
delivered.to Mr. Knight, saying Mr. Knight 
knew what it meant, and svon afterwards, the 
stock- was adjusted between Mr. Knight and sir 
George Caswall, and the examinant delivered 
the said note to Mr. Knight, and had, after 
that time, seen such cash note in Mr. Koight’s 
custody, but did not remember apy thing of the 
payment of the said note. | 

Being shewn the entries before-mentioned, 
in the stock-ledgers, letter (A) and (B), and the 
general or clearing-look, letter (C), he said. 
those entries imported Turner and company, 
their paying to the person therein named (Stan- 
hope or Stangape) the money therein mention- 
ed, the examinant having formerly been’ clerk 
to Turner and company, and negociating their 
stock for them: He said moreover, he never 
knew or heard .of the: name (Stangape) 
ull after Mr. Sawbridge’s examination, but 
knows Charles Stanhope, esq. of the treasury ; 
and that about six, eight, or nine months be- 
fore his examination, (which wasupon the 14th 
of January last) he had frequently seen him at 
the South-Sea bouse, and that he saw him there 
near two months past, and not since, at which 
several times, Mr. Stanhope and Mr. Knieht ¢ 
were writing together, and seemed to be set~ 
tling accounts. 


729] . ‘PARL. HISTORY, 7 Geonce I. 1721.—of the South Sea. Company. 


Upon Saturday the 21st day of January last, 
before noon, your committee sent for Mr. Ro- 
bert Kuight the cashier, to examine him parti- 
-cularly about this disposition of stock in the 
Company’s cash-book, who said, that this 
50,000/. was part of the 68,0001. stock, charg- 
ed in the cash-book to be sold the 21st of 
March 1719, at 250/. per cent. that about that 
time he was ordered by the sub and deputy-go- 
vernors, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Chester, Mr. Hol- 
ditch, and sir John Blunt, to deliver this stock 
to Turner and company for their own use, (as 
he believed) and that about the latter end of 
May, 1720, (as he remembered) it was deli- 
vered to them, by an adjustment of stock made 
with them, and that he received the whole 
‘money of them, for such stock, at the price of 
250/. per cent. He owned there was no agree- 
mient in writing made, nor any time limited, 
when the stock should be delivered, because 
the Company had not the stock at that time, 
but Turner and company might call for it 
- when the price was advanced to 750/. percent. 
upon paying 125,0002. and thereupon the stock 
was to be delivered without making any allow- 
ance to the Company for forbearance of pay- 
ment. That Elias Turner, sir George Caswall, 
and Jacob Sawbridge, were obliged in honour 
to pay the money, and to stand to the loss, if 
the stock had fallen, but that stock continued 
to rise, and was never under 250/. per cent. 
after this hargain, 

Your Committee proceeding to examine Mr. 
Knight farther, concerning the djsposal of the 
stock entered in the cash book in blank; and 
enquiring of him, from whence the account of 
stock then prepared by him, and intended to be 
laid before this House, was taken ; he answered, 
That before he entered this stock in the cash 
book, he shesved the Sub.and Deputy Govern- 
ors, sir John Blunt, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Chester, 
aod Mr. Holditch, upon a paper, the method in 
which he proposed to enter it, and had their 
approbation thereof, and in that paper, the se- 
veral names of the persons who .were to have 
the benefit of this stock were mentioned. ‘That 
he disposed of about half of that stock, and put 
down the names of the persons to whom it was 
disposed of, and that the Sub and Deputy Go- 
vernors disposed of some, and Mr, Gibbon, Mr. 
Chester, and sir John Blunt disposed of -other 
parts, and gave him the names of the several 
persons to whom it was disposed of by them ; 
that he had not seen that paper tor about six 
months, but made up an account of this stock 
to be laid before the House, with the particular 
* names, from his memory, and some letters, and 
by enquiry from: several of the directors, Lro- 
kers, and clerks, and that the 50,0001. stock to 
‘Turner and company was part of the stock 
which the directors disposed of. That the cash 
book was passed in blank by the Committee, 
and he believed that no objection was made to 
it, nor any such reason given, as that the per- 
sons names were not proper to be made public 
at that time; and denied thar he said, bat if the 
bill passed, the stock would be well disposed 


\ 
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of; but owned, that he-did-not think it proper 
to enter the names of the members of parlia- 
ment who had any part of this stock in the 
cash book; and that it was the general opinion 
of the gentlemen then present, that it was not 
pruper the names should be mentioned ; and 
he said, that such members did not know that 
it was the Company’s stock; that the names of 
all the members of parliament, who had part of 
this stock, are not set down in this. account 
framed by him, because he. was not certain 
who the persons were ; that it Was declared by 
the directors, that the Sub and Deputy Go- 
vernors should have the care of the scheme, 
with a liberty of taking to their assistance such 
others of the directors as they should think fit. 
Mr. Knight being bere pressed to produce 
his letters and papers, and to declare wore 
particularly, what he kuew of the disposition 
of this stock, desired leave to attend the House 
of Peers, according to their order, the time ap- 
pointed being come, and not baving his papers 
in readiness then. Your Committee intending 
to proceed farther in’ his examination on the 
Monday following, and to give him time to 
collect his papers and accounts, did thereupon 
permit him to go to Westminster; but Mr. 
Knight withdrawing himself that Saturday 
evening, prevented any discovery of this im-~ 
portant affair from his farther examination. 

. Your Committee farther represent, that they 
have -discovered great dealings in/ South-Sea 
stock by John Aislabie, esq. with one broker, 
Matthew Weymondsoald, and which account is 
annexed to this report, No. ITI. : 

And your Committee finding that Turner, 
Caswall, and company, bad great transactions 
with the South-Sea Company, upon farther in- 
spection of their books, among other remarkae 
ble passages in the said books, they found very 
great sums of money received by Turner and 
company, for the'account of Edmund Waller, 
esq. (son-in-law of John Aislabie, esq. late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) and paid out to 
him, or his order, between the 28th day of 
March last, and the 21st day of November fcl- 
lowing, amounting to 794,451/, 15s. 9d. and 
your Committee also found a_ considerable 
quantity of South-Sea stock bought and sold in 
the name of the said Mr. Waller; and in the 
general accounts of stock of Turner and com-~ 
pany, it appears, that there was a balance 
of 77,600/. due tu the said Mr. Waller from 
Turner and company ; for securing which sum, 
Turner and company entered ‘into bonds the 
26th of November last, for 12 months, from 
the 24th of September then past; that is to 
say, one bond for 44,6001. to the said Edmund 
Waller, and one other bond to Thomas Wed- 
dell, esq. for 33,0001. 
mittee ordered Mr. Waller, and Mr. Weddell, 
to attend them: but they have not, as yet, had 
an opportunity of examining Mr. Waller, by 
reason of his indisposition ; but Mr. Weddell 
attending your Committee was examined, and 
did inform them, that about the end of Octo~ 
ber, or beginning of November last, Mr. Wal- 


Whereupon your Come | 


¢ 
a 
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ler desired him te take in 10,000/, South-Sea 
etock for him, and im three days afterwards 
told him, he had accordingly transferred it to 
the examinant, and desired him to go to Turner 
snd company, and gave them a defeazance for 
transferring that stock upon theif paying 
$3,000. That the examinant did earribarack 
accept a transfer of the said. 10,000/. stoc 
'* feom Mr. Waller, and gave a defeazance for 
transferring that stock to Turner and company, 
who gave the examinant their bond for pa 
ment of the said 33,0007. That Mr. Waller 
acquainted the examinant, that this was ih 
trust for John Aislabie, esq. and he was after- 
wards told so by Mr. Aislabie himself, and 
says, that he has Tutner and company’s bond 
for the said 33,000/. which is the proper money 
ef Mr. Aislabie; but Mr. Waller’s indisposi- 
tion has prevented your Committed from lay- 
ing before the House in this report, a mere fall 
accouut relating to the sum of 794,4511. 15s. 9d. 
hefore-mentioned. 

Here your committee mast observe, that in the 
account.of stock sold, laid before this House, 
they found the names of several members of 
this House and of the House of Peers, not con- 
cerned in the administration, or in the manage- 
ment of the public reverwe, whose cases yottr 
committee could sot particalarly exantine, but 
must wait for the consideration and direction of 
the House, m what manner each examination 
shall. proceed. In the meag time, your comnnittee 
think it proper to acquaint the House, with di- 
vers practices made use of to raise the nomi- 
nal value of South-Sea stock, to that extrava- 
gant rate to which it was afterwards advanced, 
above the real and intrinsic value thereof. 

Your committee find, that by contputation 
made by direction of your committee it appears, 
that the directors of the Sowth-Sea Company, 
naght have raised the whole sum stipulated for 
the public, witha profit of near one million and 
an half for the benefit of the proprietors of 
the old stock, without setting thei stock. to sale 
at any higher price than 150/. per cent. 

That after the said directors had taken ia 
the first nouey-suisdripion at S004. per cent. 
and the second money-subscripuon at 400%. per 
eert, and the first subseription of the lony and 
slinrt anwuities at 375/. per cent.the value of 
3003, South-Sea stock was bus 120%. oF there- 


xbouts, supposing the whole money of the said 


first and second subscriptions (amounting to 
12,750,000/.) had been all paid in. 

That the said court of directors did after- 
wards proceed ty take in a third’ and fourth 
- Moneysubscription at the rate of 1,000%, per 
cent. and a.second subseription of the long and 
short annuities, and: a subscription of the re- 
deeniable. debts at the rate'of $Q0/, per cent. 
after which the value of 100/.. SouthSea 
stock was but 332/. or thereabvuts, supposing 
the whole money of. the. said: four money-sub- 
scriptions (amounting to 68,750,000/.) had’ been 
ail paid‘in. | 

That if alk ote remuining public debts had 
“Keen tase’ in, and: all the remaining stockeof 


the Company told, on the terns whith the said 
directors pretended td expéct, 100/. South-Ber . 
stock would have been worth but 547/. or there- 
abouts, suppesing the money of the said four 
subscriptions, and the money for thé remain- 
ing stock, (whith tegether would have atiount-~ 
ed to 205,039,401/.) hati beeti all paid in. 

That on the 30th day of August last, the 
court of directors of tlie South-Sea Company 
came td a resolution (which on the 8th day ' 
of September last was confirmed by a ge- 
neral court) to declare a dividend of 30/. per 
cent. to be made at Christtias, 1720, and 
of not less than 60/. per cent. per ann, for 
not less than 12 years to come froth that 
time, ; 

That soon aftér this Resolution, (viz. at 2 ge- 
neral court held the 20th day ef September 
last) the sub-governor acqutinted the general 


court, that the affairs of ‘the court, in relation: 


to the se of their stock, and subscriptions, 
ha@ taken an unexpected turn, and thereupon 
proposed their giving 4 power to the court of 
@itéctors to relieve the last subscribers of the 
pebhic debts, and the ptoprietors of the two lase 
money-sdbscriptions, which was a¢cordmgly 
gratited; and at a court of directors held tire 
29th day of September last, tt was résolved, 
that the said subscribers shottd have thé same 
ferms with the ‘Bank, viz. that their sebscrip- 
tions should be reduced from 1,000. 4nd 8002. 
per cent. to 400/. and that they should also 
have the ‘benefit of the Midstmmer dividend of 
101, pet cent. which was accordingly confirm’ 
ed by a generaj court held the S0th day of the 
same menth; upon’ which your committee ob- 
serve that if appears to them very extrgzordr 
nay that the directors on the 8th day of Sep- 
teniber(whea the guid high dividend was de- 
clared ih 4 general court) shduld have had no 
foresight of the turn which 90 soon after (viz. 
on the 20th day of the same nvonth) happened 
in their affairs. 

That on the-said 8th day of September, the 
sub: governor acquainted thé general court, that 
their direetors had been unanimous if aff their 
proceedings, which amovg other things, includes 
the before-meéntioned several subscriptions by 
thenr taken in, éxcept the first ; and upon the 
examination of the directors doth not ap+ 
peat to your committee that any one of then 
protested aguinst, or declared avy public dissent 
from any of the said' proceedings ; and it appears - 
that-all of thent touk theif stares and’ propor- 
tions of the subseriptions, which were allotted 
for the'respective ditecters to'disposé of. : 

And your committee have been iformed by 
six Theodore Janssen, that there was.a medt- 
ing at the house of sir Jobn Fellows, betwixt 
sixteen’ of the court of directors, Mr, Secretary 
Craggs, and Mr. Aistabie, at which tine it Wd 
proposed, thdt.a subscription: should be taken 
i at S00/. perdent, which was approved! of by 
Mr. Secretary Crappe, diid) Mr. Aislabié; and 
that, when tHe'said company brike uf, it was 
avreed, that every person shoald usé theil!’ bevt 
eadeavours to promote’ it-;- whhidlt is alo coris 
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firmed by the information of sir Lambers 
Blackwell. 

And at a court of directors, held the 13th 
day of April last, it was resolved, to take ina 
aubscription for two millions, at the rate of 
3001. per cent. bat the same wag afterwards 
increased, without any previous resolutiog to 
that purpose, to 2,250,000/, and your com- 
mittee observe that the imaginary valye of the 
said subscriptions rose very fagt; and that those 
who had the benefit of the said additional sub- 
acription, if they sold, end dispused of the 
same, made very great gains thereby. 

That at a court of directors beld the 28th day 
of April last, it was resolved to take in a se- 
cond money-subscription, at the rate of 4002. 
per cent. for 1,000,000. but by the accounts 
delivered igto this House, it appears, that the 
said subscription was fur 1,500,QO00/. yet it does 


not appear that there was any previous Reso-. 


lution of the court of directors for the addi- 
tion of 500,000/. nor was the said addition de- 
clared til the 8th of September last, at which 
time the sub-governor acquainted tha general 
court therewith; upon which your committee 
cannot but observe the great distance of time 
between the taking in of the second. sybscrip- 
tion at 1,000,000/, andthe 8th of September, 
" when the same was reported to the general court, 
at 1,500,000/. during which interval theimagi- 
nasy value of that subscription was excessively 
increased, whereby. the persons who had the 
same, had. the advantage of that extraoadimany: 
rise. 

That at a court of dinectors, hald the 45th 
day of June last, it was resqlved, to take in a, 
third mpney-subscription af the rate of 1,000/. 
per cent. one tenth part whereof was to be 
paid. down at the time of subscription; and at 


a, court.of directors held the. 23d day of the.. 


same month, the sab-goverrer acquainted the, 
_ Court, that thesaid. third. monev subecription, 
- was completed, without. mentioning to what 
sum: but at the before-mentioned gereral 
court, held the 8th day. of September last, he 
declared the same to be. for five milliong; and 
Mr. Knighs, late. cashier of the South Sea Come. 
pany, by, an.article dated the 20th day of. June 
last, in the cash-book, fol. 125, charges the. said 
sum of five miilions. as received; which. ae. 
count wag passed, and allowad by.tha Cams. 


pany's Gommitiee of treasury, ow, or some time - 


after, the 4th.day of; Aggust; last; and yet in 
the account of the: third: money-subscription 
delivered. into this Hause, it is stata at 
4,400,Q00/. only, the remaining-sumof600,000/. 
being: entered on the credit, side of’ the said 
cash-book on the 19th of December, 1720, as 
a.supposed: deficiency af the. payment on this. 
subscription ; although it appears to yous-com- 
mittee upon the.evidence of Mr. Lackyer: and 


Others, that: not only, the whole sum of five: 


millions, but even a, considerable. exceeding 
thereon was. paid: in-; that.a great dealof-movey: 


was repaid: batk to reduce the subscriptian to. 


Gve.millions.; and that.they had monay,anaugh: 
paid in.fer near elghtmiblona, | 
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Thatata court of directors, held the 19th day 
of August last, it was regolved to take in «a 
fourth money-subscription fay ane million, at 
the rate of 1,000/. per cent. And at a court of 
directors, held the 25th of the same month, ig 
was declared, that. upan casting up the books, 
it was faund the said fourth woney-subscrip- 


tion, instead of one million, was increased to | 


1,250,000/. which was occasioned by taking 
the said subscription in several books; and a 
the beforementioned general court, held the 8th 
day of September last, the sub-governor des 
clared the fourth money-subscription was com- 


pleated to 1,250,000/. and Mr. Knight the 


cashier hath, in an article dated, the 30th 

of August last, and entered in the cash-book, 
fol. 128, given the Company credit for the first 
payment, made on the 4th subscription, via, 
for 2,500,000/. which account wae passed, and. 
allowed by the committee of treasury, an the 
4th day of October last; and yet in the ac- 
count, of the said fourth maeney subscription 
delivered into this House, it is stated at 
1,200,0002. only: That the examination 
of Mr. Knight, and several of the directara, in 
relation to the deficiency of the. said third and 
fourth money-subscriptiens, their answers were: 
very unsatisfactory : And your committee can- 
ot but observe, that. as by the before-men- 
tioned additions to the first two moaey-sub- 
scriptions, some persons. made: great gains, 


whilst the price, of the suid subscriptions com 


tinued high, s@ when the price of the: sub- 
scriptions fell, many other persons. were: fax 


voured, by having their subscriptions withdrawn, 


which was the cause of the deficiency. 

That on the second: money-subscription each 
director was: allowed for himself and friends, 
26,000/. and that the remainder of the million 
at. first. resolved to. be taken in, was at the dis- 
posal af theasub and deputy governors; bue 
for whose; beneft the addwional subscription of 
5Q0,000/.. was.intanded, your cammittee have 
not yet been:able:m- disenwer. — - 


That:on the thind: money-ewhscription each | 


director was: allowed 54,000J. for himself and 


friends, and-that sevenal:large: listaiaf the names - 


of persoas. were:gentto the aub-governor, to: 
be admitted into. the said. thind subscription ; 


viz, by the earl of Sundariand; firas lord com-— 
missioner of: the treasury, a list amounting to | 
167,0001. By Joba Aislabie,, esq. late. chan- 
callorof the exchequer; another of the-lords of: | 
the treasury, a list ameunting to, 75,400!. By - 


James Craggs,esq. one-of his majesty’s: pring 
cipal, secretaries:of state, twe lista), amounting 


to-605,000/. and by. Charles Stamhope, esq. © 
one of the secretaries of the treasury,. m list — 


amounting to 49,7004 which four lease mens: 
tioned lists amount to 987,000/.. 
That upon examination, it appears, thet: 


other lists have been giver in, as-well an the - 


third as-on the second subscription ; but the 
same being lost or mislaid, as your committee: 
have: been informed, they. are thereby disabled 
at. present, from making any: report thereon. 


t 


They find 25,0001, of the second. subscrip~. 


\ 


é 


about eight or ten days after the opening of that 
subscription, at which time the subscriptions 
were at an advanced price, of abvut 40/. per 
cent. and soon after rose vastly higher. : 

That it doth not appear to your committee 
that any of the persons, who had the honour to 
serve his majesty in the treasury, or any other 


part of the administration, used any endeavours 


to prevent the directors of the South-Sea Com- 

ny from taking in subscriptions at the afore- 

said extravagant prices; but, on the contrary, 

it doth appear, that some of them, by the lists 

they gave in aforesaid, did not only encourave 

| and promote the said subscriptions, but did 
| _ greatly enlarge the same. 

| Your committee observing that sir John Fel- 

lows, late sub governor of the South-Sea Com- 

ny,did at a general court of the said Company, 

d the 21st day of April, 1720, acquaint that 

court, that the design of the government’s 

million of Exchequer bills to be lent to the 

Company, by virtue of the late act of parlia- 


lated at or near the Exchequer, was to enable 

the Company to lend money upon their stock ; 

and finding that by order of the court of direc- 

tors of the said Company the same had been so 
. lent out, your committee proceeded to enquire 
“into this affair. - 

- And on examination of Mr. Robert Knieht, 
late cashier of the said Company, he declared, 
that he did not remember that any application 
was made by the directors to have those bills 
issued ; but that the first discourse of this mat- 
ter was by John Aislabie, esq. then chancellor 
of the exchequer, a week before the proposals 
of the South-Sea Company were offered to this 
House; that Mr. Aislabie said, it would be 
more acceptable to have those bills circulated 
at the Exchequer, than. to send them to the 
Bank or elsewhere, and that the company might 
afford to circulate them for nothing, they being 
to be lent to the Company to enable them to 
execute their scheme. That the examinant 
believed, the intention of lending the said bills 
upon stock, had been communicated to Mr. 
Aislabie, (and that he the examinant) on his 
attending at the treasury to solicit the issuing 
of these bills, did mention that design, and 
never heard that the treasury disapproved of it. 

That sir John Blunt declared, it would be 
better to employ those bills in the lending upon 
stock, thanin paying off the redeemables, which 
would take up more time. 

Hereupon your committee examining sir John 
Fellows, he said, that he and others of the di- 
rectors treated with Mr. Aislabie and others at 

_the treasury, about the issuing the said Ex- 
chequer bills ; but that it was first proposed to 
Mr: Aislabie, and the examinant believed, it 
was at first mentioned by sir John Biunt, in a 
committee of the directors, and that it was the 
general opinion of the directors, 

‘Your committee examining sir John Blunt 
upon this transaction, he declared, that he spoke 
to Mr. Aislabie to hasten the issuing of the 


// 


oe 


- ment for'issuing Exchequer bills, to be circu- 
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tion hath been given unto John Aislabie, esq. { said bills; and that himself, or some other of 


the directors acquainted Mr. Aislabie, as he 
believes at the treasury, with the Company’s 
design to lend them upon stuck ; that it did not, 
at first, arise from the directors, but that it was 
intimated to them before, or very scon after 
the Company's proposals were laid before the 
House, by some of the treasury, and on recol- 
lection, the examinant said it was by Mr. 
Aislabie, to enable the Company to carry on 
their scheme, and thereby to raise the price of 
their stock, the borrowers being exnbled to 
buy stock. 
That by the book of loans delivered into 
this Efouse, it appears that thet sum of 
9,039,936/. 11s. was lent to several persons on 
the security of 2,563,1172. 17s. 5d. stock: and 
that the farther sum of 2,219,089/. was lent on 
the security of 773,600/. subscription-receipts ; 
the money so lent, and still remaining’ due, 
amounting in the whole to the sum of 
11.259,025/. 11s. : 
That by several resolutions of the court of 
directors of the 2ist of April, the 20th of May, 
and the 9th of June last, for three several 
loans, it appears, that the sum resolved by 
them to be lent on stock from the Qist of 
April, to the 21st of May, was iunited to 
500,000/. in the whole, and that not mere 
than 5,000/. should be lent to any one person, 
and such loan to be only at the rate of 250/. on 
100/. stock ; that from the 20th of May to the 
9th of June, the rule of lending was-at the rate 
of 300/. on 1001. stock, and that not more than. 
3,000/. should be lent to any one person; and 
trom the 9th of June, the rule of lending was 
at 400/. on 100/. stock, and that not more’ 
than 4,000/. should be !ent to any one person. 
That on examination of the book of loans, it 
appears, that on the first loan, the rules of 
lending were greatly exceeded, viz. That there 
was lent in the whole 943,6314 more than the 
sum of 500,000/. to which the said loan was 
confined. ‘That the excess above 250/. on 100/. 
stock, amounts to 316,740/. and the. excess 
above 5,000/. to one person, amounts in the 
whole to 779,231/. That on the second loan the 
excess ahove the rate of 300/..on 1001. stock 
amounts to 30,750/. and the excess above 
3,000/ to one person, amounts in the whole to 
169,025/, And that on the third loan, the ex- 
cess above 400/, on 1002. stock amounts -to 
59,4137. and the excess above the rate of 
4,000/. to one person, amounts in the whole, 
to 1,447,677/. lor the particulars of all which, 
your committee refer to the book marked No. 
4, in which the same are distinctly expressed, 
and the resolutions of the general court, and 
court of directors, in relation .to loans, are 
transcribed. | | ) 
That your committee do not find any reso- 
lution, either of a general court, or a court of 


directors, for Jending money on subscription- 


receipts; but by the examinations which they 
have taken, it appears. that Mr. Knight, the 
late cashier of the South-Sea Company, and 
his under cashier and clerks, by his directions, . 


» 


‘% 
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did lend money on the subscription-receipts, by 
verbal ordérs from the directors of the said 
company, and.under colour of an order ofa 
general court, made the 21st of April 1720, to 
empower the court of directors from time to 
time, as they shall see for the interest of the 
company, to lend any sum or sums of the com- 
pany’s money, on the company’s present, and 
to be increased, capital stock ; and to do all 
such matters and things, as they should judge 
most for the good of the company. 

But your committee find, that by the second 
by-law of the said company, relating to the 
keeping the .cash of the company, it was or- 
dained, that the cash of the corporation should 
from time to time be kept under three several 
locks, with different wards, the keys of which 
to be kept, one by the cashier, and the other 
two by such of the governor, sub-governor, de- 
puty-governor, or directors, as the said court 
should from time to time appoint, except such 
sum or sums as the court of directors should 
think necessary to let remain in the custody of 
the cashier; and no money relating to the 
trade or affairs of the said company should be 
disposed of, without an order of the said court 
of directors; and that the interest and all other 
advantages, arising and growing upon the cash 
of the said company,should be brought to the ae- 
count of thesaid company. However, it appears 
that the said loans on subscriptions were gene- 
rally known, and never objected against, by 
any of the directors in a general court, or in 
any court of directors, | 

That on the said loans on stock, the stock 
was transferred to persons for that purpose no- 
minated, in the same manner as if the same 
had been absolutely sold, without any. defeaz- 
ance on the part of the company, or of the per- 
sons to whom the stock was transferred, for re- 
transferring the same, on repayment of the 
money, nor was any covenant or other secu- 
_ rity taken, for repayment from the borrowers, 
except the stock so transferred ; nor doth there 
appear any distinction between the said trans- 
fers on loans, and the other. transfers, which 
were made of stock absolutely purchased, on 
account of the company; upon which your 


committee observe, that it was in the power of 


the persons to whom the said pawned stock was 
transferred,.to dispose thereof at any time, as 
they thought fit, when the price of stock was 
high, and to replace the same when it fell. 
And your Committee do find, that on the 
19th day of October last, the said Mr. Knight, 
to whom the said pawned stock was transferred, 
did, pursuant to an order of the Court of 
Directors, transfer stock to the, amount of 
2,141,8671. 17s. 5d. to sir Harcourt Masters, 
col. Hugh Raymond, . Edward Gibbon, and 
John Gore, trustees, for that purpose, nomi- 
nated by the Court of Directors, in whose names 
the same now remains; but the sum is 421,250. 
short of the aforesaid sum of 2,563,117/. 17s. 5d. 
which is mentioned in the said book of loans, 
to have been pledged for the security of the re- 
payment of the aforesaid sam of 9,059,936/. 
o.. VII, 
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11s. from which it is evident, that the said sum 
of 421,250/. of the stock mortgaged or pawned 
on loans, as aforesaid, has been sold, or otherwise 
disposed of, by the trustees, or agents of the 
South Sea Company; and till replaced, cannot 
be re-transferred to those, by whom the same 
was pawned or mortgaged: Upon which your 
Committee observe, how easy it was for the 
trustees of the company to have sold the said 
stock when it was at high prices, and to have 
replaced the same again when it fell; for on. 


examination it appears, that there was no 


distinct and separate account kept of the said | 
mortgaged and pawned stock, nor was the same 
any ways distinguished from the other stock of 
those persons, to whom it was at first trans- 
ferred. OS | 

That as to the said sum of 2,219,0872. lent 
on 773,6000, subscription receipts, it appears by 
the aforesaid book of loans, that the general 
rule of lending was at the rate of 300/. on 100 
subscription receipts; hut excluding from the 
said loans on subscriptions the two great loans, 
the one to the million-bank, and the other to 
Turner, and company, the loans, to the other 
borrowers, will at an average come out above 
S00 per cent. It appears that on the frst sub- 
scription receipts, at the time of the said lend- 
ing, there was paid in only from 90/, to 1204. 
per cent. and on the second subscription re- 
ceipts generally 40/. and on some few 801. per - | 
cent. bat how much more there hath been paid 
in since, or whether all the said subscription ree 
ceipts, on which money was lent, be now re- 
maining in the custody of any person for the 
security of the company, your Committee can- 
not at present discover; the ‘receipts-not hav- 
ing been as yet produced to them. 

That it appears that Turner and company 
were employed by the directors, to lend out 
500,000/. on subscription receipts, and that. 
they accordingly lent 150,000/. on such re- | 
ceipts, after the rate of 190/. percent. on the 
first subscription, and 40/. per cent. on the se- 
cond. But such rates being by the said direc- 
tors thought too luw, the said Turner and com- 
pany were ordered to proceed no farther in 
disposing of the remaining part of the said 
500,000/. and were told at the same time, that by 
lending at such low rates on subscriptions, they 
were ruining the stock. And it also appears, 
that Mr. Knight did issue a considerable sum to — 
be disposed of by brokers, for the refusal of, 
South Sea stock at certain times, at very 
high prices; and likewise, that on the declen- 
sion of the price of the stock, large sums were 
issued to purchase stock on account of the 
company, at very high prices; and part of the 
stock then hought, appears to have belonged . 
to some of the directors of the saxl company : 
and although your Committee are not yet pre- 
pared tq set this matter m a full light, they can- 
not but observe, that the said directors, in all 
their proceedings in the execution of their 
scheme, appear to have had chiefly in view the 
raising and supporting - the imaginary value of 
the stock, at an extravagant and high price, for 

3B ; 


| the benefit of themselves, and whose who were 


in the secret with them. _ 
. That as to the aforesaid loans on subscription 
yeceipts, it appears, there were no defeazances 
executed by those with whom the receipts 
were deposited, for a re-delivery of the same, 
on repayment of: the money, nor any security 


given by the borrowers, besides the receipts by } 


them so delivered; nor doth any thing else ap- 


solutely sold to the company; for all the said 


° ; . ! 
receipts were made out in ope name, viz, Jo- 


" seph Safford, and by his indorsement the 


N 
“ 


bearer became intitled to the property thereof; | 


vpon which your Committee observe, the se- 
curity of the company, as to the money lent on 


the said subscription receipts, is more precari- | 


ous than the loans onstock; for by the transfer 
book it might-appear by whom such stock was 


transferred; but it hath not .yet appeared to | 


your Committee that any books have:been kept, 
or entries made, of the names of the persons to 
whom such loans have been made on subscrip- 
tion receipts: and your Committee.do farther 
observe, that it was in the power of the persons, 
with whom such subseription receipts were de- 
posited, to sell the same at high prices, and to 
replace them again when the price fell. And 
upon the whole it doth appear to your Commit- 
tee that the said loans on stock and on subscrip- 
tions have been managed with the utmost negli- 
gence, with respect to the interest of the com 

ny,*and were contrived for the raising and 
Seeping up the price of stuck at an extravagant 
height. 

- Before your Committee conclude this report, 
they think it proper'to observe, that it has ap- 
peared to them throughout their examination, 
that Mr, Knight, cashier of the South Sea Com- 
pany, was principally concerned in their most 


, secrettransactions. -And your Committee have 


been informed by sir Theodore Janssen, soon 


‘after Mr. Knight’s withdrawing himeelf, that | 


upon his pressing Mr. Knight, two or three days 
before he want away, to make a discovery of 
whatsoever he knew relating to the whole pro- 
ceedings; Mr. Knight answered, that if he 
should disclose all he knew, it would open such 
a scene as the world would be surprized at. - 

~ Your Committee having made this progress in 
their enquiry, have thought themselves oblized 


‘to lay this report before the House; and. will. 


proceed in theit farther examination of the 
nratters referred to them, with the utmost dili- 
gence. ss | 


"To this First Report was annexed an Appen- 
dix, the most material parts of which are, as 
follow: — ey | 

-At folio 121.—Mareh 30, 1720. ‘To South- 
Sea stock, for 15,0001. sold $05, to answer the 
17004 per annum on the other side,—45,750/. 

“Note, The 1700/. on the credit side, is thus 
entered. By annuities for 99 years bought of 


the duke of Portland, lord-de Ja War, and the 


honourable John West. esq.; 1700/. per ann. 


ae | - 25th of Decembe : 
pear to distinguish the receipts so pledged, from | ; ecember, 1719 
such receipts as were, or might have been, ab- | 


(50,0001,) 


/ 
stl 


= 
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at 27 years, 45,000/. with interest from Christe 
mas to Lady-day, 425/. the same being sub- 
scribed into the capital stock of the South-Sea 
company, in the name of Robert Surman, ia 
trust for the company.’ ~ 


7 


Appendix No, IL. 
In the stock ledger, book F. commencing, the 


oO 


et,” A | 
Charles Stangape, esq. ; Debtor. 
Fol.99. 1720.—Junetith. Tocash, | 
for 22,000 South-Sea,to R. Knightand 
R. Surman’s order 2... . . 202,230 
Fo ditto 28,000 ditto to J. Stokes’s 


account 2 6 «6 es 6 6 ww w 178,770 


£375,000 


\ 


A 
Per Contra Creditor, 1720, 
June 24.. By balance for : 
South-Sea, carried to Nu. G. Bok 62. 
| £.375,000 


50,000 


e 
A] 


In the stock ledger, G. commencing the a4th 
of June, 1720, 


. &*ZR 
_ Charles Stangape, esq.; Debtor. 
62.—1720, June 24. To balance on 50,0002: 
Sauth-sea,from T.C. aad Co, Fo. 99,—875,0007, 
B 


7 Per Contra Creditor. 1720. 
Noy. 4. By J.Sawbridge and: Co. for 55,0002. 
South-sea to their account, Fo. 7,—875,0001. 


Aug. 20. To Midsummer dividend 5,000/, 
ditto.~—55,0001. 7 


John Maddy, cashier to Tarner and compa- 
ny, said that the eutries in the general, or clear- 
ing book, leiter C; at fol. 110, viz. 

2000 South-sea to Robert Surman, debit fall 
note, 27 April. : | 
10,000 ditto to R. Knight, full note 4th. of 
June. . 

10,000. ditto to ditto, full 49,000, note 18 
April, 2 gt a 
did import, that the person named there Charles — 
Stangape, did deliver to Turner and company, 
the several notes of Robert Surman and Robert 
Knight, for the delivery of those respective par- 
cels of South-sea stock to him, which notes 
Turner and company accepted as so much 
stuck transferred to them, by which they could 
have the same: upon the said’ notes. ; 

Robert Surman also did confess; that those 
entries did import, and might be understood as 
explained above by John Maddy ; this exami- 
nant and Mr. Knight having used to subscribe, - 
and deliver out such notes, fer South-Sea stock 
to be accordingly delivered ; but-said, that such 


-entriés-might likewise imply, that the person, 


named Charles Stangape, had notes for stock to 
that value, given by Turner and company to 
the examinant, and to Robert Knight; which 
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sort of notes Mr. Knight frequently accepted 
from Turner and company, and delivered out 
as stock, instead. of making actual transfers, 


The said Report was ordered to be printed, 
and taken into consideration, on the 18th in- 
stant. 


Resolations of the Commons on the Petition 
of the South-Sea phir nai Feb. 17. The 

ommons, in a committee of the whole House, 
considered of the king’s Messaze relating to the 
South-Sea Company’s Petition, and came to the 
following Resolutions,viz. 1. ‘That the payment 
of the sum of 4,156,306/. 4s. 11d, due to the 
public, by the South-Sea Company,by virtue of 
the Act of the last session of parliament, and 
made payable within one year, by four quarterly 


payments, commeitcing the 25th March, 1721, |- 


e farther postponed to the year 1722 ; and that 
. farther provision be made for the more effectual 
payment thereof. 2. That the repayment of 
the sum of 1,000,000, which was lent to the 
' South-Sea Company, on the 7th of June, 1720, 
be postponed to the 7th June 1722.”—These 
Resolutions were agreed to by the Mouse; and 
it was thereupon ordered, that it be an Instruc- 
sion to the Committee of the whole [ouse, to 
whom the Ingrafting Bill was committed, that 
they have power to teceive a clause or clauses 
pursuant to the said Resolutions. 


Resolutions of the Commons on the First Re- 
port of the Committee of Secrecy.| Feb. 18. 
‘The Serjeant atArms was ordered to summon the 

members in the places adjacent, to attend the 
service of the House, who then proceeded to 
take the Report from the Committee of Secrecy 
into Consideration ; and after some speeches 
on the several parts of it, the House came una- 
nimeusly to the several following Resolutions, 
mem. Con. - 

1, That the late sub-governor, deputy go- 
vérnor, aod directors of the South Sea Compa- 
ny, and their officers, and their aiders and 

ettors, in lending oat the Company’s money, 

upon stock and subscriptions, without taking 
sufficient security for repayment thereof, have 
been guilty of a notorious breach of trust, and 
have thereby occasioned great loss to the Com- 
pany, for which they ought to make satisfaction 
out of their own estates. fa 

<¢2. That the selling or disposing of stock, 

or subscriptions transferred or deposited, as a 

security for the reprzyment of the money so lent, 

was.a notorious breach of the trust reposed in 

the said sub-governor, deputy governor, direc- 

tors, and their officers, and.a fraud on the pro- 

prietors, in order to enrich themselves, for 
~ which they ought to make satisfaction out of 
their own estates. 

“3. That thé taking in or holding of stock 
by the South Sea Company, for the benefit of 
any member of either House of Parltament, ot 
person concerned in the administration, (du 
ring the time that the Company’s proposals, or 
the bnlk thereto relating, were depending m 
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parliament) without any valuable consideration 
paid, or sufficient. security given for the accep 
tance of, or payment for such stock ; and the 
Company’s paying or allowing such person the 
difference arising by the advanced price of the 
stocks, were. corrupt, infamous, and dangerous 
practices, and highly reflécting on the honour 
and justice of parliaments; and destructive of 
the interest of his majesty’s gevernment. . 

“4. That any of the Directors of the South 
Sea Company, selling their own stock at high 
prices, to the Company or others, at the same 
time that they gave orders for buying stock 
upon account of the Company, under pretence 
of keeping up the nominal value of the said 
stock, was a scandalous practice, tending to 
inrich themselves, to the great loss and detri- 
ment of the Company, and df others of his ma- 
jesty’s subjects, for which they ought to make 
satisfaction out of their own estates. ia 

‘< 5. That the declaring a dividend of 30 per 
ceat. for Christmas last, and not less than 50 
per cent. per annum for not less than 12 years 
after, was an infamous contrivance to give his 
majeésty’s subjects false netions of thé value of - 
the said stock, that the late directors might 
more easily dispose of théir own stock at exor- 
bitant prices. | 

““6. That the setting the stock of the 
South Sea Company to sale, by subscriptions at 
high prices, above the intrinsic value of thé 
same, by the late sub-governor, deputy go- 
vernor, and directors of the said Company, 
was a gross and notorious fraud, and has been 
one great cause of the sinking of the public 
credit, and bringing upon the nation the diss 
tress it at present labours undet. _ 

“7, That the advising the late sub-governor, 
and directors of the South Sea Compary, to 
set the stock of the said Company to sale 
by subscriptions at high and extravagant 
prices, or to declare the high and extravagant 
dividends for Christmas last, and 12 years after, - 
by any persons in the administration, was a 
notorious breach of the trust reposed in them, 
to the prejudice of his majesty’s government, 
aad the interest of this kingdom.” 

Then the. further consideration of the said 
Report was adjourned to the 21st following, 
when, after some time spent therein, the 
Cemmons came to the further unanimous Re- 
sulutions that follow: 

*¢ 8, That the entry in the cash-book of the 
Soath Sea company of 574,500/. stock pretended 
to be sold for 1,213,575/. between the 4th of Fe- 
bruary; 1719, and the 12th of April following, 
was contrived with a design to conceal the 
names of persons, for whose tenefit stock was 
taken in by the said Company. 

“9, That every person for'whom stock was 
taken in or held, such stock being part of thé 
574,500/. pretending to be sold by the South 
Sea Company, from ‘the 4th vip of February, 
1718, to the 12th day of April following, with- 
out money paid, or sufficient security given; 
for the a¢ceptance of, and payment for such 
stock, be obliged to pay to the said Company 

2 


\ 


! 
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all such sums of money as have been received 
by way of difference, or otherwise, for such 
stock taken in or held as aforesaid. 

‘640. That the addition of 250,000/. to the 

' first money subscription, after it had been de- 
clared to have been opened for two millions, 
and the addition of 500,000/. to the second 
money subscription, after it had been declared 
to be opened for one million, were fraudulently 
contrived'to give corrupt advantages to par- 
ticular persons, and were injurious to public 

credit. 4 
- 6641, Thata Bill.be brought in for the relief 
of the anhappy sufferers in the South Sea Com- 
pany.” | . 

Seconp Report oF THE CoMMITTEE OF SE- 
CRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH 
Sra Company.] Feb. 25. Mr. Brodrick, Chair- 

‘man of the Committee of Secrecy, acquainted 
the Commons, That the Committee, since their 
former Report, had come to a farther know- 
ledge of some matters therein mentioned; and 
were ready to'lay a farther Report before the 
House, at such time as the House should ap- 
point to receive the same. Hereupon it was 
ordered, That the Report be now received. 
Mr. Brodrick accordingly read the same Report 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the table, where the same was again read, and 
is as follows: : ' 


Seconp Report or tHe ComMMITTEE OF SE- 
CRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
Souta Sea Company. 


The Committee of Secrecy, appointed to in- 
' quire into all the Proceedings relating to the 
Execution of the Act, passed the last ses- 
sion of parliament, intitled, “ An Act for 
enabling the South Sea Company to in- 
crease their present capital stock and fund, 
by redeeming such public debts and incum- 
brances as are therein mentioned ; and for 
raising meney, to be applied for lessening 
several of the public debts and incum- 
brances; and for calling in the present Ex- 
chequer Bills remaining uncancelled ; and 
for making forth new bills, in lieu thereof, 
to be circulated and exchanged, upon de- 
mand, at or near the Exchequer ;” have 
- ‘made some further progress in the matters 
referred to them: 

Upon the Examination of Mr. Matthew 
Wymoudesold, broker, and of John. Falcon- 
bridge, bis book-keeper, touching the particu- 
Jars of stock bought by Wymondesoid, for John 
Aislabie, esq. late Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, specified in the Account annexed to the 
former Report of your Committee, it appears, 
That, amongst other great.sums, in stock, 
beught by Wymondesold on Mr. Aislabie’s ac- 
count, the sum of 20,000/. South Sea stock, 
was, on the 12th of Feb. 1719, delivered to 
Mr. Wymondesold, by Mr. Robert Surman, 
then deputy-casbier of the South Sea Com- 
pany, by order of Mr. Hawes, at the rate of 
130/, per cent, for the use of Mr. Aislabie ; 


\ 


which was about 40 per cent. below. the mar- 
ket price, as appears by the account of stock 
sold, laid before the House. 

Upon this your Committee sent for Mr, 
Hawes, and examined him as to this.20,000I. 
stock. He said, He remembered, that Mr. 
Wymondesold applied to him for this 20,0007. 
stock ; and the examinant told him, He had 
no orders for the delivering such stock : but the 
examinant could not remember whether he 
wentto Mr. Aislabie, and had his directions 
to send Mr. Wymondesold to Mr. Surman ; or 
whether he the examinant, did not tell Mr. 
Wymondesold to go to Mr. Surman for it. But 
that if he did send him to Mr. Surman he had 
Mr. Aislabie’s directions for that purpose. 

John Falconbridgeinformed your Committee, 
That, on the 9th of February 1719, he did take 
in the said 20,000/. stock of Mr. Surman, for 
Mr. Aislabie’s use at 190/. per cent. ; and that 
the examinant, on the 12th of the same month, 
wrote off this stock from Mr. Surman’sto Mr. 
Aislabie’s account. But your Committee ex- 
amining Mr. Surman as to this matter, he 
said, He did not remember his transferring 
the said stock ; but said, That he had a great 
quantity of stock, in his name, in trust for 
Mr. Knight,‘and transferred the same on verbal 
orders only ; and that this 20,0001. (if it was 
transferred) was transferred by Mr, Knight's 
directions. : | 

Your Committee also found, on the exami- 
nation of the said Mr. Wymondesold, and John 
Faulconbridge, that several parcels of South 
Sea stock, amounting to 20,000/. stock, were 
bought by Mr. Weymondsold for Mr. Aislabie, 
on the ist of March, 1719, at several-_prices, 
amounting in the whole to 35,3572. 10s. And 
that Mr. Knight, late cashier of the South Sea 
company, paid the examinant the money for 
such stook, and placed the same to Mr. Aislabie’s 
account. Mr. Weymondsold produced to your 
committee a letter from Mr. Aislabie to him, . 
dated the 1st of March 1719, whereby he di- 
rects Mr. Weymondsold to buy this 20,000. 
stock, and adds, that he would desire Mr. 
Knight to pay him the money for the said stock ; 
which letter, the examinant said, is of the 
handwriting of Mr. Aislabie, and was received 
by the examinant on the said ist of March ; 
and the examinant returned an answer to Mr. 
Aislabie the same day. That on the 4th of 
March last, Mr. Knight adjusted the said stock 
with the examinant, who delivered the stock 
to Mr. Knight for the use of Mr. Aislabie, and 
Mr. Knight paid the éexaminant the money for 
such stock. 

John Faulconbridge (who was concerned in 
entering and making out the accounts kept of 
this stock) being examined, said, that about 
a fortnight since, and after Mr. Weymondsold’s 
first examination before the House of Peers, 
and his delivering in an account of stock 
bought for Mr. Aislabie, to your Committee, 
Mr. Aislabie requiring the particulars of the 
stock bought and sold for him by Mr. Wey- 
mondsold, the examinant, by Mr. Weymonds 
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sold, directions, attended Mr. Aislabie with 
the particulars thereof: That Mr. Aislabie then 
objected against the said 20,0001. stock bought 
the 1st of March, and with execrations not fit 
to be repeated, declared, he knew nothing ot 
it; and bid the examinant tell Mr. Weymond- 
sold, That he (Mr. Aislabie) must declare the 
same upon oath at the bar of the House. The 
examinant then told him, that he happened to 
object againstan article, which was the plainest 
in his account, for that this very 20,000/. stock 
was taken in for him, and paid for by Mr. Knight; 
and that the examinant bad shewn the same 
article to Mr. Waller, (Mr. Aislabie’s son-in- 
law) in an account made yp and settled with 
Mr. Knight long since, which Mr. Waller (who 
was then present) said was true; and the ex- 
aminant, the next day, attending Mr. Aislabie 
with an explanation of the account, on sight 
of it, Mr. Aislabie expressed himself thus, viz. 
Ay, this makes it plainer; now I ean recollect 
something of it. | : 
The said Mr. Weymondsold farther informed 
your Committee, that there were dealings -be- 
tween Mr. Aislabie and-Mr. Knight ; and that 
the examinant had seen a green book in Mr. 
Knight’s custody, wherein the account of Mr. 
Aislabie was ‘kept; which green book your 
Committee apprehended to be the same book, 
- mentioned in the examination of Mr. Surman, 
taken notice of in their former report. : 
Mr. Hawes farther acquainted your Com- 
mittee, that he had dealings in stock with Mr. 
Aislabie for a considerable time, and. kept an 
account of the samein a book, of which Mr: 
Aislabie had a duplicate. That the accounts 
in the said books was continued till some time 
in November last ; and that upon’ every ad- 
justment, Mr. Aislabie and the examinant 
usually signed each others books ; that (among 
other things) the said books contained account 
of quantities of South Sea stock bought and 
sold by the examinant for Mr. Aislabie. That, 
some time in November last accounts were fi- 
nally settled and adjusted between them ; and 
thereupon the examinant was ordered by Mr. 
Aislabie, to bring the book, which the ex- 
aminant was unwilling to do, saying, that he 
ought to keep it for his own NcsahicaGon: But 
Mr. Aislabie told him, that the accounts being 
then made up between them, he would have 
the book up, that nobody else might see it. 
And Mr. Aislabie gave the examinant a receipt 
30 full of all demands, and the examinant de- 
livered him the book. Mr. Hawes farther said, 
that he never was desired so to do, nor ever 
did the like to any person with whom he’ had 
dealing of this nature. | 
Your Committee have been informed by Mr. 
Robert Surman, that several sums of money 
‘were paid out of the Company’s cash to John 
Aislabie, aa and by the book of draughts, kept 
by the South Sea company, and the Bank, and 
also by the said Mr. Surman’s examination, 
your Committee.find that on tie 8th of April, 
1720, a bill for 27,378/. 19s. 6d. was drawn by 
Mr, Knight, then Cashier of the South Sea com- 
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pany, upon the Bank of England, payable to 
the said Mr. Aislabie, and the entry of that bill 
in the cash draught book has been since rased 
by Mr. Knight's directions, who told Mr. Sur- 
man, that he had taken that bill back again in 
payment (as the examinant believed) from Mr. 
Aislabie. That a bill for the farther sum of 
6,000/. was drawn the 11th of June 1720, and 
paid by the Bank, out of the cash kept there 
in the name of the South Sea Company, to 
Mr. Aislabie, on the 10th of September fast ; 
and the sumsof 4,700/. and 861. were in the like 


manner drawn the 20th of September last,and - 


paid to the said Mr. Aislabie on the first of 
October following. es. 

Your Committee are still proceeding upon 
the matters referred to them, in order to lay 
the same before the House. | 


‘The Commons take into Consideration that 
Part of the said Report which relates to Mr. 
Charles Stanhope.} As the above Report re- 
lated chiefly to great quantities of Stock and 
Subscriptions, which appeared to have been 
taken in for Mr. Aislabie, late Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and Mr. Charles Stanhope, 
one of the Secretaries of the Treasury, both 
of them thereupon insisted on their innocence, 
and pressed, That a short day might be ap- 


pointed to examine the matter, that they might | 


have an opportunity to clear themselves, _ 
Mr. Brodrick represented thereupon, That 
though the Secret Committee had u great deal 


of Evidence to support the charge against those _ 


two gentlemen, yet they wanted a material 
witness, viz. Mr. Knight, late Treasurer of the 
South Sea Company, who was in safe custody, 
and, in all probability, would soon be brought 
over; and therefore the Committee hoped the 
House would not hurry an affair of su great 


‘Importance. 


‘Mr. Stanhope urging, how heavy an impu- 


tation, of so heinous a nature, lies upon a man | 


who knows. himself to be entirely innocent, 
which, . he said,’ was his case; and renewing 
his instances for examining into it; the 28th of 
February was appointed for that purpose. 

Feb. 28. The Commons resumed the farther 


consideration of the Report from the Com- — 


mittee of Secrecy, some parts of which re-~ 
lating to. Mr. Charles Stanhope. were read; 
after which, the Examination of sir John 
Bluat, Mr. Holditch, Mr. Jacob Sawbridge, 
sen. Mr. Henry Blunt, and others, before the 
Committee of Secrecy, were severally read, 
and they were severally called in and examined, 
as were also Mr. Elias Turner, and others. 
The charge against Mr. Stanhope consisted of 


two articles. 1.That 10,000/.South Sea Stock © 
was taken in for his benefit, by Mr. Knight, — 
without any valuable consideration; and that | 


the difference arising by the advanced price 
thereof was paid him out of the cash of the 
South Sea company. 2. That Turner and 
Company had bought 50,000/. stock at a low 
price of the South Sea Company, in the name 
and for the benefit of Mr. Stanhope, the dif- 
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_ ference of the advanced price whereof, amount- 
ing to 250,000/. had been paid to the said Mr. 
, Stanhope, by sir George Caswall and Company. 
To prove these Articles the Secret Committee 
caused the examinations betore-mentioned, and 
the persons above-named, to be examined ; 
but some of the latter rather weakened than 
corroborated their former depositions; sir John. 
Blunt, in particular, owned, as to the first 
Article, that Mr. Knight bad showed bim a 
letter, which he told him was signed by Mr. 
Stanhope, desiring him to take 10,000/. stock 
for him; but that he did not know whether 
that letter was genuine, nor what was become 
of it; and as for the 50,000/. stock transferred 
‘to the Sword Blade Company in Mr. Stan- 
hope’s name, Mr. Sawbridge and Mr. Turner 
had the modesty and good nature to take the 
whole charge upon themselves, and owned that 
they had made use of Mr. Stanhope’s name, 
without bjs privity or consent. 
’ These Examinations, together with the ani- 
madversions of the members of the Secret Com- 
wnittee thereupon, lasted until eight in the even- 
ing, after which Mr. Stanhope was heard in his 
place. As to the first Article, he said, “ That 
for some years past he had lodged all the 
money he was master of in Mr. Knight's hands, 
and whatever stock Mr. Knight had taken in 
for him, he had paid a valuable consideration 
for it; and as to the second, that he could not 
answer for what had been done without his 
consent.” 


Mr. Stanhope cleared.}| | When he was with- 
drawn, a motion being made and the question 
being put, “ That it appears to this House, 
that during the time that the Proposal made 
by the South Sea Company, and the Bill re- 
- Jating thereto, were depending in this House, 
10,000/. stock was taken in, or held by Mr. 
Knight, late cashier of the said Company, for 
the benefit of Charles Stanhope, esq.a member 
of this House, without any valuable consideration 
paid, or security given for the acceptance of, 
or payment of the said Stock; and that the 
difference, arising by the advanced price there- 
of, was paid to the said Charles Stanhope, esq. 
out of the cash of the South Sea Company,” 
it was carried in the negative by a majority 
only of three voices, viz. 180 against 177.* 
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_* “ March 7. You have heard of Mr. Stan- 
hope’s acquittal by a majority of three, which 
has put the town in a flame, to such a degree 


as you cannot easily imagine: what conse-. 


quences it may have I cannot imagine; these 
EF think will be more or less by what shall be 
tone to-morrow, when Mr. Aislabie’s case 
.comes on, Lord Stanhope (son to lerd Ches- 
terfield) carried off a pretty many, by men- 


tioning in the strongest terms the memory of. 


the late lord of that name: between forty and 
fifty who could not bring themselves to give 
Negatives, were however. persuaded to with- 


draw before the question. Ona the other hand, 


@ great many of the affrmatives are gone out 


PARL. HISTORY, 7 Gzorce I. 1721.—Mr. Stanhope cleared. 


. o 


[748 


Resolved, * That the making use of the 
name of Charles Stanhope, esq. (a member of 
this House) in the Entries of the Books of 
Turner and Company, in order to conceal 
50,000/. stock, supposed to be bought of the 
South Sea Company, was an unjustifiable and 
unwarrantable practice.” e 


The Commons take into Consideration that. 
Part of the Report which relutes to Mr. Aisla- 
bic.} March & The order of the day being 
read, for taking into further consideration the 
Reports from the Committee of Secrecy ; those 
parts of the first of the said Reports which re- 
lated to John Aislabie, esq. a member of this 
House, were read; and then the Second Re- 
port from the said Committee.was read; and 
a Letter from the said Mr. Aislabie to Mr. 
Weymondsold, dated 1st March, 1719; and 
also, several Examinations of Mr. Weymond- 
sold before the said Committee; and the Exa- 
mination of Mr. Robert Surman, taken the 
Sist of January last; and the Examination of 
Mr. Francis Hawes before the said Committee, 
taken the 24th of February last, were read. 
Afterwards sir John Fellows, Mr. Charles Joye, - 
Mr. Hawes, sir John Blunt, Mr, Holditch, Mr. 
Gibbon and Mr. Chester, were severally called 
in, and examined. Then the Examination of 
Mr. Hawes, taken the 31st of January last, be- 
fure the said Committee, was read; and Mr. 
Hawes was called in and examined. Then the 
Examination of Mr. Robert Surman, taken be- 
fore the said Committee the 7th of March last, 
was read; and he was called in and examined, 
aud proved an Account of South Sea stock 
bought by Mr. Knight for Mr. Aislabie ; 
which Account was read ;’ and after Mr. Wey- 


of town in theutmost rage, many of them not 
really displeased at what had happened, since 
it affords but too good a handle for fomenting 
greater discontent in the country. I own, kL 
think it a very bad piece of policy, for the 
whole kingdom are enraged against the South 
Sea scheme, and not less so, against those who 
support their abettors. You will soon see, by 
reading the advertisements, the reason of send- 
ing the inclosed paper; Mr. Walpole lives 
opposite to _B, Spars, the Swedish minister. 
The two brothers were remarkably the most 
zealous advocates, and perhaps may prove so 
to-morrow, ‘Quos Jupiter vult perdere de~ 
‘mentat prius.’ This béhaviour (whatever may - 
be thought) will not be forgot, things may for a 
time be earried with a high hand, but such 


-violences cannot be long supported; a scalled 


head is soon broken. You will see by youre 
abstract of the report, that the proof was full 
as strong as the nature of the thing (Knight 
being gone) would admit of, and supported by 
inany concurrent circumstances, Sir J. Blunt’s 
evidence was to be vilified, for further reasons, 
which you will easily guess at; . every. body. 
sees through that.” . Coxe’s Walpole. Cor- 
respoendence: Mr. Brodrick to lord Mid- 
dleton. : 
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mondsold had been examined, the Examination 
of sir Theodore Janssen, taken before the said 
Committee the 20th and 26th days of January 
last; and the Examination of sir Lambert 
Blackwell, taken before the said Committee 
“ the 25th of January last, were read. After- 
wards Mr. Gibbon, sir John Fellowes, and Mr. 
Joye, were again severally called in and exa- 
rained. And then the Examination of Mr. 
Knight, taken the 17th of January last; and 
the Examination of sir John Blunt, taken be- 
fore the said Committee, the 14th of January 


last; the copy of the Warrant for making forth | 
| 20,000/. South Sea stock, by the said Robert 
Knight, with the privacy and for the benefit of 
_the said John Aislabie, esq. ‘was a most notori- 
| ous, dangerous, and infamous corruption in the 
said Mr, Aislabie. 


new exchequer bills for one million ; and also, 
the copy of the Memorial from the South Sea 
Company, relating to the issuing of exchequer 
“bills, by way of loan, to the said Company,were 
read: aud afterwards sir John Fellowes and sir 
John Blunt were again severally called in and 
examined. 

The reading’of the Papers, and the Exami- 
nation of the: persons above-mentioned, lasted 
till about nine in the evening; after whicn Mr. 
Aislabie made a long, submissive and pathetic 


rokd 


$peech, in his own defence. 


Mr. Aislabie expelled and committed to the 
Tower.|' But what was deposed against him 
by Mr. Hawes, viz. That he had caused the 
Book of Accounts between them to be burnt, 
-and given him a discharge for the balance, 
amounting to about 842,000/. appeared so 
heinous, and so home a proof, that after he was 
withdrawn, the House came to the following 
Resolutions, viz. | 
’ & Resolved, nem. con. 1. That it appears to 
this House, that 22,000/. South Sea stock was 
Bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late cashier of 
the South Sea Company, upon the 3rd and 
19th days of December, 1719, for the use and 
on the account of John Aislabie, esq. a mem- 
ber of this House, then chancellor and under- 
treasurer of the Exchequer, and one of the 
commissioners of his majesty’s Treasury. 

’ 2, That from the 30th day of January, 
1719, to the 4th day of March following inclu- 
sive, 70,000/. South Sea stock was transacted 
by Mr. Matthew Weymondsold, broker, by the 
direction and on the account of the said John 
Aijshabie, esq. wate 

 & 3, That 20,0007. South Sea stock, part of 
the said 70,000/: stock, was delivered to Mr. 
Matthew Weymondsold, broker, on the 12th 
of. February, 1719, by Robert Surman, late 


deputy-cashier of the South Sea Company, at. 


the rate of 130/. per cent. by direction of Ro- 
bert Knight, late cashier of the said Company, 
for the use and benefit of the said John Aisla- 
bie, esq. | 

: & 4, That several parcels of South Sea stock, 
part of the said 70,000/. stock, amounting to 
£40,000!/. stock for 35,3571. 10s. were bonght 
by Matthew, Weymondsold, broker, on the 1st 
of March, 1719, by the order of the said Jobn 
Aislabie, esq. and that the said 20,000/. stock 
was delivered by the said Matthew Weymond.- 
sold, on the 4th day of March, 1719, to Robert 


Knight, late cashier of the South Sea Com- 
pany, for the use and benefit of the said Mr. 
Aislabie ; and that the said Robert Knight did 
then pay the said 35,357/. 10s. for the same. 
‘<5, That the aforesaid 20,000/. South Seq 
stock, was stock taken m and held by the said 
Robert-Knight, for the benefit of the said Jobn 
Aislabie, esq. after the proposals of the South 
Sea Company were accepted by this House, 
and a bill ordered to be brought in thereupon, 
without any money paid or security given by 


/the said Mr. Aislabie for the said stock. 


*¢ 6. That the taking in and holding the said 


“7, That it appears to this House, that 
between the 20th of March 1720, and the 21st 
day of November following, there was an ac- 


count between ‘Turner and company and Ed- 


mund Waller son-in-law of. the said John 
Aislabie, esq. amounting im the whole to the 


sum of 794,4511. 15s. 9d. and that there was 


also an account of South Sea stock depending 
between the said Turner and company,. and 
the said Mr. Waller, on the balance of which 
last mentioned account there was 77,600/. due 
from the said Furner and company, for se- 
curing whereof the said Turner and company, 
entered into bonds the 26th of November last, — 
fer 12 months from the 24th day of Septem- 
ber then past, viz. One bond for 44,6001. to 
the said Edmund Waller, and one other bond 


.to Thomas Weddal, esq, for 33,0001. in trust 


for the said John Aislabie. | 

“8. That the said John Aislabie, esq. was 
privy to, and did approve and consent, that 
the million of Exchequer Bills, lent by the 
Treasury to the South Sea Company, should 
be lent out by the said Company upon their 
stock, and accordingly the same was done. 

9, That the said John Aislabie, esq. at a 
meeting with the said sub-governor and several 
of the directors of the South Sea Company, 
did advise the taking in the first money sub- 
scription at SOO/. per cent. and agreed to pro- 
mote the same. | | 


10, That the said John Aislabie, esq. gave — 


in a list to the late Directors of the South Sea 
company, of the namie’ of persons to be ad- 
mitted into the third money-subscription, at 
1,000/. per cent. for several sums of money 
amounting to 75,300/. and did thereby promote 
and encourage the said subscription. 

“11. That the said’ John Aislahie, esq. has 
encouraged and promoted the dangerous and 
destructive execution of the late South Sea 
scheme, with a view to his own exorbitant 
profit, and has combined with the late Duirec- 
tors of the South Sea Company in their pernici- 
ous practices, to the detriment of great num- 
bers of his majesty’s subjects, and the ruin of 


-the public credit and the trade of this kingdom. 


‘© 12, That the said John Aislabie esq. be, 
for his said offences, expelled this House.” 


_— 
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Then it was-ordered, “ That the said Joho 
Aislabie, esq. be committed prisoner to his ma- 
Jesty’s Tower of London ; and that Mr. Speaker 
do issue his warrant accordingly; And that 
leave be given to bring in a bill for restraining 
Jobn Aislabie, esq. from going out of this king- 
dom for the space ofone year, and until the end 
of the next session of parliament ; and for dis- 
covering his estate and effects; and for pre- 
venting the transporting or alienating the 
same.” * 


The Commons take into consideration that 
part of the Report which relates to sir George 
Caswall.| March 10. The House proceeded 
to take into further consideration the Reports 
from the Committee of Secrecy : | 

And that part of the First Report, which re- 
lates to 50,000/. South Sea stock taken in, and 
held by, Robert Knight, for the use of Elias 
Turner, Jacob Sawbridge, and sir George Cas- 
wall, a member of this House, wasread : and a 
Transfer in the South-Sea Company’s transfer- 
book, dated the 18th of February 1719. And 
Mr. Robert Surman, Mr. Testard, and Mr. 
Poulter, were severally called in and examined. 
Then the examination of Mr. Jos. Stanbrough, 
taken before the said Committee the 21st of 
Jan. 1720, was read ; and he was called in and 


* “March 9. Yesterday night past twelve, 
Mr. Aislabie’s fate was determined, as you will 
see by the votes, almost the whole time being 
taken up in examining numbers of witnesses 


_ ° (late directors) called by him. The questions 


proposed was the same to them all, viz. Whe- 
tner they knew or had heard of any fictitious 
stock taken in, or held for him, or of any stock 
bought for his use with the Company’s money, 
to every of which they all answered . roundly 
in the negative, from whence he argued the 
certainty, and as he expressed himself even to 
a demonstration of his innocence, for that it 
was notto be conceived, but they must have 
known the thing. As to the proceedings of the 
Directors (to whom he gave all the hard names 
he could think of) his plea was ignorance. To 
the charge of having great dealings in stock 
(pending the bill) he said nothing, otherwise 
than by insinuation, thatdoing so with his own 
money, he hoped would not be criminal. His 
concerting with the directors, taking in the ist 
subscription at 300 per cent. he dropt, not 
saying one word to the charge; but an incident 
happened which gave great disgust to the 
House. The second Report takes notice of 


great dealings in stock between him and Mr. 


Hawes, (formerly his clerk, as Treasurer of the 
Navy) who had inforined the Committee, that 
those accuunts were finally adjusted in Novem- 
ber last, when Mr. Aislabie insisted upon hav- 
ing Mr. Hawes’s book (of which he had a du- 
plicate) delivered him, that noone might see it, 
which was done accordingly upon his giving 
Hawes a general release. On Tuesday, a 
motion was made for his laying that book be- 


_ fore the House as yesterday, which he opposed, 


\ 


examined. Then several books of Turner and 
Co. were read. Then Mr. Mount was called in 
and produced the Night Cash-book of Turner 
and Co. and for the 10thand 12th of Dec. 1720, 
which was read, and he was examined. Then 
the examination of Mr. Jacob Sawbridge, sen. 
taken before the Committee of Secrecy the 20th 
of January last ; and also Mr. Knight’s examina- 
tion taken before the said Comunittee the 21st 
of January last, were read. And then Mr. Sur- 
man was again called in and examined. And 


| then Mr. Elias Turner, and Mr. John Mount 


were severally called in and examised ; and the 
Cash- Book of Turner and Co: of the 18th of Fe- 
bruary last, 1719, was read. After this, 

Sir George Cuswall was heard in his place, 
and, io his, Defence alledged, That he lad made 
a lawful bargain for the stock in question with 
Mr. Knight, and had several. times. offered to 
pay the value of it, but was put off, from time 
to time by Mr. Knight, who told him, he was 
not at leisure to make up accounts with bim ; 
and that Mr. Knight had sufficient security in 
his bands. To prove which sir George called 
several witnesses. Hereupon three or four 
members spoke in hig behalf, and among other 
things said they were satisfied he bad given 
safficient security: but the question being put 
whether he had or not, it was carried in the 
negative by 227 voices against 92, Then 


as what the House could not demand, for 
that it related only to his own private account 
with Hawes, but was over-ruled by the House, 
and ordered to bring in the book ; wherewith 
not complying, notice was taken of it in the 
House. He then desired Mr. Hawes might be 
examined, who said at the bar, that when he 
delivered up the book, both that and the du- 
plicate (in Mr. Aislabie’s hand) were burnt, of 
which Mr. Hawes made no mention when ex- 
amined by the Committee, nor did Mr. Aislabie 
on Tuesday ; from whence it was concluded 
that this was an after thought, and the books 
burnt (if at all) ex post facto. He had on Tues- 
day imprudently enough said, that if the Com- 
mittee should have demanded those books, he 
would have burnt them before their faces, 

‘¢ After his defence, the questions went with- 
out other opposition, than what was very slen- 
der, by Mr. Minshal and Mr. Fuller; sir 
Richard Steele said a little, not very plain in 
effect (as I understood him) that the examina- 
tions did not suificiently support the question 
proposed, but it did not obtain. Mr. Walpole’s 
‘corner sat route as fishes. Mr. Fuller, upon 
one question demanded a division, which was 
very artfully turned off by the Speaker, and ge- 
nerally understood with design to obviate the 
difficulty those in employment might lie under, 
‘on whatever side they should divide. Thus 
the matter ended, and in return for the fatigue 
the House underwent, we got a play day, ad- 


| journing till to morrow, when! think sir George 


Caswell will have the same fate.” Coxe’s Wal- 
pole. Correspondence; Mr. Brodrick to lord 
Middleton. 


4 


Ps ~~ 
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Sir George Caswall stood up again, and ex- 
ressed his great sorrow; that he had the mis- 
fortune to fall under the displeasure of the 
House; which lay: the more heavy upon him, 
because he was not conscious of any crime, 
unless it were the extraordinary zeal and affec- 
tion he had shewn for the support of the pre- 
sent happy settlement, having assisted the go- 
vernment with vast sums of money, at three 
per cent. when they could get it no where else: 
for the truth of which he appealed to the mem- 
bers of the House, who were then commissioners 
of the treasury. Hereupon 


Mr. Clayton stood up, and witnessed to the 
truch of his allegation: 


Sir George Caswall expelled and committed to 
the Tower.*] . But his past services not being 
thought a sufficient atonement for the great 
‘share he had in the fraudulent management of 
the South-Sea Scheme, alter he was withdrawn, 
rr rrr rE ETE 

* “+ March 11. Yesterday sir George Cas- 
well had Mr. Aislabie’s fate, with this farther 
addition, of refunding 250,000/. as you will see 
“by the votes. The day was long enough, though 
‘Not so bad as the other; for we rose just after 
eight o’clock. Our time was taken up by an 
, insignificant defence, endeavouring to prove 
that company losers by the South-Sea. The 
only material thing insisted upon by him, was 
@ pretence of having given sufficient security 
for the 50,000/. stock, taken in by Knight for 
then, in order to get clean of a former resolu- 
tion. 

“‘ The case (as himself opened it,) stood thus : 
in January or February 1719, (for we can never 
fix them ‘to certain times in any instance) he 
and company pawned 70,000/. stock to the 
South-Sea Company, borrowing 105,000/. upon 
it. The first of March following, Knight takes 
in the 50,0001, fictitious stock for them; upon 
which, two questions arose. First, whether 
the>pawned stock could (without agreement 
of parties) remaina farther security for the 
50,000/. stock taken in by Knight, even sup- 
pose it would in value have answered both; 
secondly, whether it would have been sufficient 
security.- The master of the rolls diifered from 
his brethren upon the first ; insisting that be- 
fore they should have been let into the redemp- 
tion upon payment of the 105,000/. they would 
have been obliged in equity to have paid for the 
50,0004. stock taken in by Knight. I must 
here observe, that long after, and at the bar 
said to be the 18th of May, (though no witness 
upon oath before the Committee would fix the 
time) a note under Caswell’s hand was sent to 
Mr. Knight for 125,000/. the price of the 
§0,000/. stack at 250/. per cent. As to the 
second point, it was urged (and generally agreed 
to) that if the South-Sea scheme had failed in 
our House, the 70,000/. stock would not have 
been near a sufficient security for the 105,000/, 
lent thereon. The master’s differing from us, 
was, In my opinion, what led the managers into 
the demand of a division upon the first question; 

Vo.. VI, : 


 Jast question, that of refunding. 


the House came to the following Resolutions, 


viz. 

1. “ That it appears to this House, That. 
during the time the Bill for enabling the South- 
Sea Company to enlarge their capjtal stock and 
fund, was depending in parliament, 50,0000. 
‘stock, being part of the 574,500/. fictitious 
stock, entered in the cash-book of the Com- 
pany, as sold for 1,259,325/, was taken in or 
sold. by Robert Knight, late cashier of the said 


Company, for Elias Turner, Jacob Sawbridge, - 


and sir George Caswall, (a member of this 
House) without any valudble consideration 
paid, or sufficient security given for the accepte 


ance of, or payment for, such stock. 


but they soon saw their error, the yeas being 
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228, the noes but 92. You will easily believe © 


the subsequent questions were given up upon. 


seconding ; if I mistake not, the first question 
was battailed to avoid the consequence of our 
or it is gene~ 
rally thought, this stock was io trust for others, 
and this was in plain terms spoke strongly to 
m the debate. Even the master of the rolls 
declared freely his being of that opinion; 
going yet farther, that he did. not see how any 
‘member could justify buying stock (peoding 
the bill) although he should even bave paid 
ready money for it. It is not to be conceived 
what satisfaction these two days work have 
given, and indeed. it is well it so happens, for 
the rage was grown to such height upon the ac- 
quittal of Stanhope, that no man can tell whea 
it would have ended. Bonfires were made in 
the city the day Mr. Aislabie went to the Tower. 

Tt is said, an attack upon the. Committee 
was talked of in private, and intended, but we 
have acted with such caution and candour as to 
bid defiance. Should any thing of that kind 
be attempted, they must have a better pnase 
than appears at present. Our credit through- 
out the kingdom will sufficiently support us. 
Let them look to themselves, they stand on 8 
eandy foundation. In debating the motion for 
a bill against Mr. Aislabie, Mr. Walpole said, 
impeaching (not billing ministers) was- the way 
of parliamentary proceeding in time of our an- 
cestors; which was very smartly animadverted 
upon, particularly by the master. He observed 
(saying that gentleman very well knew) that the 
“course of parliamentary proceedings was altered, 
quite inverted, by rendering all prosecutions, by 
way of impeachments ineffectual; that no 
greater instance need be given than in the pre- 
sent case, wherein the Lords had by way of an- 
ticipation entered into the examination of what 


properly belonged to the Commons, in order tq | 


come to a resolution of the legality of that con- 
stitution, made by the treasury, appointing the 
directors judges, whére they were beyond possi- 
bility of denial, parties; by which means all 
the public creditors were imposed upon and de- 
frauded, and which in trath, was the first and 
chief souroé of the misfortunes which have hape 
ened.” Coxe’s Walpole. Correspondence : 
r. Brodrick to lord Middleton. 2 
3C “3S 


7 


] 
‘ 


755] PARL.-HISTORY, 7 Georce I. 1721.—The Earl of Sunderland cleared, [756 


2. ‘‘ That it appears to this House, by the 
Books of the said Turner and Co., and the 
Examinations now before this House, That 
there was aclear profit of 250,000/. made of 
the said 50,000/, stock, so taken in or held as 
aforesaid. — 

' 3. “ That the said sir George Caswall, by 
concurring with his partners, the said Elias 
Turner, and Jacob Sawbridge, in having the 
said 50,000/. stock taken in or held as aforesaid, 
has been guilty of a corrupt, infamous and dan- 
gerous practice, highly reflecting on the honour 
end justice of parliament, and destructive to 
the interest of his majesty’s government. 
' 4. © That the said sir George Caswall be, 
for his said offence, expelled this House. 


_ §&. “Phat the said sir George Caswall be 
cominitted Prisoner to his majesty’s Tower of 


London ; and that Mr, Speaker do issue his 


warrants accordingly. 


tion occasioned a warm debate, that lasted tilf 
vear eight at night, but the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the negative, by a 
majority of 233 votes against 172. , 


sary, for the further information of the House,. 
that the several witnesses who had been ex- 
amined by the committee, might be examined 
at the bar, since possibly they might not come. 
up, in every particular whereof they had in- 
formed the committee, or might so tar explain 
their meaning, as to give a very different turn 
from what the words: of their examination 
might possibly import. We very well foresaw 
gaining a night was chiefly in view, and it had, 
in) my opinion, its effect, for when they came to 
be examined, upon cross questions, every one - 
of them strengthened the report; among the 
rest ordered to attend, sir John Blunt was one, 
but his lordship’s advocates did not think fit to 


_ 6. “ That the Estates, real and personal, of | call him in. The abstract of the report which 
the said sir George Caswall, Jacob Sawbridge, | you have, will evince the strength of the case 
‘and Elias Turner, be subject and liable to an- | which I own I think fuller proved, and so i 
‘awer and make good to the South-Sea Com- | said, than any Of the three cases which had 
pany, the aforesaid sum of 250,000/. which was | been under consideration. ; 

. , the advanced price on the 11th day of June,} ‘ The defence made, was entirely different 
1720, of the said 50,0001. stock, over and above | from what I expected, there being, as I appree 


‘the sum of 125,000/. paid to the said Company 


_ for the same.” 


The Cammons take into Consideration that 


-. Part of the Report which relates to the Earl of 


Sunderland.| March 15. The Commons pro- 


_ ceeded in the adjourned Consideration of that 


part of the Report, from the Committee of 


Secrecy, which related to the earl of Sunder- 
.dand; and the several Examinations of sir John 
- Blunt, Mr. Edward Gibbon, Mr. Charles Joye, 
James Craggs, esq. Mr. Richard Holditch, Mr. 
John Webster, Mr. Robert Surman, sir Lam- 


bert Blackwell, Mr. Francis Hawes, Mr. Wil- 


-diam Astel; sir John Fellows, and sir Theodore 
_ - Janssen, taken before the said Committee, were 
.fead; and afterwards, Mr. Joye, Mr. Gibbon, 


Mr. Chester, Mr. Holditch, and Mr. Surman, 


. - were severally called in, and examined. 


Then a Motion was made, “ That it appears 


- ta this House, that, after the Proposals of the 
. Bouth-Sea Company were accepted by the 
- House, and a Bill ordered to be brought in 
thereupon; and before such Bill passed, 


&0,000/, of the capital stock of the South-Sea 
Company was taken in by, Robert Knight, late 
Cashier of the said Company, for the use and 
upon the account of Charles earl of Sunder- 
land, a Lord of Parliament, and first Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury, without any valuable 
consideration paid, or sufficient security given, 
dor payment for, or acceptance of the same.” 


_ The Eart of Sunderland cleared.*] This mo- 


* « March 16. That part of the Report of 
the Committee of Secrecy, which related to lord 


~ Sunderland, and should have been taken into 
‘ consideration on Tuesday, was, at the pressing 
. dnstances of Mr, Walpole, adjourned to yester- 


' day, upon suggestion that it would be neces- 


° ze. ) 


hended, no room left for denying the fact, 
wherefore I concluded the sufficiency of the se 
curity, his lordship’s note, sworn to have been 
shewed sir J. Blunt, by Knight, would have been 
insisted upon, but that point was given up, and 
his lordship’s denial of any stock taRen, or note 
given, was the subject of three hours debate, 
after all the papers read, and witnesses ex- 
amined; by way of negative proof, Mr. Pele 
haw, brother to the duke of Newcastle, and 
Mr. Walpole, informed the House, that his 
lordship had empowered them to declare, that 
ho stock had ever been taken in for him by 
Knight, or note given, so that the question in 
truth, was neither more or less than whether we. 
should give credit to that assertion, or sir John 
Blunt’s oath. A good deal of pains was taken 
to falsify the oath, by asking the witnesses a8 
the bar, whether Knight had told them of this 
stock being taken in presence and hearing of 
sir John Blunt, as he had sworn, they owned 
Knight’s telling them of the stock so taken in — 
for lord Sunderland. One of them said he wag 
alone with Knight when he told him of it ; twa 
others owned sir Jobn’s being in She room when 
he told it them, but did not believe him witbin 
hearing of what Knight said. Such trifling 
stuff never surely was insisted upon in any 
other case, and would in any other have been 
the strongest proof of the fact. It was foreseen 
too well, that such a defence was not to be re« 
lied upon, and therefore the sheet anchor was 
lord Oxford’s play. If you come into this vote. 
against lord Sunderland, the ministry are blown 
up, and must, and necessarily will be succeeded 
by a tory one. I really think I never heard 
any thing better debated ou the one part, or 
more weakly on the other; but sir J. Walter’g 
argument of monosyllable, was the best refuge. 


Yeas 372. i 288. J bave sunk pothing,. | 
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' Mr. Hutcheson’ moves for an Address to the 
King to know what Informations his Majesty 
had received relating to Mr, Knight.] March 
17. The order’ of the-day being read; for the 
House to take into farther consideration the 
Report from the Committee of Secrecy, Mr. 
Hutcheson represented, “ That it was impos- 
sible to proceed in so important an affair, with- 
out exposing the justice of parliament to be 
buffled, as it had been in some late instances, 
6o long as they wanted so material a witness as: 
Mr. Knight :” And therefore he moved, and, 
being seconded, it was resolved, nem. con. 
** That an Address be presented to his majesty, 
to desire that he would. be pleased to impart to 
this House, the Advices his majesty has receiv- 
ed, or shall receive, from abroad, concerning 
his endeavours to bring over Robert Knight, 
Jate cashier of the South-Sea Company, to an- 
gwer to the justice of the kingdom :” which Ad- 
dress was ordered to be presented by such 
members of the House as were of the Privy- 
Council. * 

*. March 20. Mr. Methuen acquainted the 
House, that their Address, relating’ to Mr. 
Knight, having been presemed to the king, his 
majesty had commanded him to lay before the 
House, several Letters and Papers, containing 
‘ advices from Flanders concerning him, and at 
the same time, to acquaint the House, that his 
majesty had not received any advice from thence 
relating to Mr. Knight; that as soon as any 
should come to his majesty, they should be 
laid before the House: hereupon several Let- 
ters from Mr. Leathes, bis majesty’s resident 
at Brussels, to the Secretary of State, were 
read, importing in substance. ‘“ That pursuant 
to his orders, he had made the most pressing in- 
stances with the marquess de Prie, for the de- 
livering up of Mr. Knight: but had heen an- 
_ swered, that che said marquess had not received 
any instructions from Vienna about that matter ; 


but tell truly and in short the whole case. I 
take‘it for granted we are over the material 
arts of both reports, if what I heard this day 
in the House prove true. One who came out 
of the city, told me, he believed Mr. Craggs 
. @ying, 1f not actually dead, and gave some cir- 
cumstances in confirmation of a whisper of his 
having taken:a dose, if so, it resembles in great 
measure lord Essex’s case.” Coxe’s Walpole. 
Correspondence; Mr. Brodrick to lard Mid- 
dleton. © : 

* «Tt was generally expected, That this 
day the Commons would have proceeded to 
that part of the Report, from the Committee of 
Secrecy, which related to James Craggs, sen. 
esq. but whether the terror of his approaching 
trial, or the loss of a beloved sun, for whom he 
hed been amassing vast heaps of riches, cast a 
damp upon his spirits, he died the day before, 
in a lethargic fit ; leaving behind him an estate, 
valued at one million and a half, to be divided 
among his three daughters ; who are married to 
three members of | peers viz. Mr. Trefusis, 


Mr. Newsham, and Mr, Elliot.” Political State. 


that, in the mean time, he was apprehensive 
that the same would meet with great diflicul- 
ties. That the Greffier, or Secretary, of the 

States of Brabant, had been twice with the 

said marquess, to represent to him, that ac- 

cording. to one of the articles of the Joyful. 
Entry of Brabant, which was granted them hy. 
the emperor Charies 5; and has been sworn to- 
by all his successors, and which they look upon- 
as their Magna Charta, no person charged with,’ 
or apprehended for any crime, can be removed- 


to be tried out of their province-; .and that the 


Deputies of the States insisted upon that article, 
of which the resident had enclosed a copy in- 
French, which was also read in the House.” 
Most of the members appeared surprized at 
the unexpected difficulties about the delivering. 
up of Mr. Knight, which was: started: in: the: 
name of the States of Brabant; and lord Mo< 
lesworth said thereupon: That it was: to be: 
hoped, they should have a more satisfactory: 
answer from Vienna, than they had from Brus-- 
sels: but if they had not, it would, in his opie. 
nion, be proper to call for the Treaties lately: 
entered into with the House of Austria, to: — 
know upon what motives we have been at so: 
gteat an expence:of blood and treasure, and. 
have sent our men of war to rot and be worme: 
eaten in the Mediterranean, to conquer king- 
doms for the emperor? Adding, That if that’ 
pretended Privilege of the States of Brabant,. 
should be insisted upon, they might remove that 
obstacle, by addressing his majesty to grant his. 
pardon to Mr, Knight, in order to have bim 
brought over: but that it was proper not to 
make any farther step in that affair, till they 
were acquainted with the success of colonel 
Churchill’s Negotiation at Vienna. 


March 22. Mr. Methuen acquainted the 
House, That hismajesty having, the day before, 
received a Letter from colonel Churchill, di-. 
rected tothe lord viscount Townshend, dated 
Vienna, the 4th of March, 1720-21, had com-- 
manded him, pursuant to the Address of the 
House, to lay acopy thereof before the House,’ 
which he presented to the House accordingly. 
The Copy of that Letter was thereupon read, — 
importing in substance, That he was just ar- 
rived at Vienna, and would not Jose one mo« 
ment, in making the most pressing instances to 
the imperial court, fer the delivering up Mr. _ 
Knight ; and that he did not doubt success, un= . 
less the Privileges of the States of Brabant in-: 
terfered: several smart reflections were made 
by lord Molesworth, upon the frivolous-pre- 
tence that was made use of, to bafflle bis ma- 
jesty’s endeavours to bring over Mr. Knight : 
but the House did not think fitto come to any 
resolution thereupon. The same evening colo-: 
nel Churchill arnved from Vienna, which oc- 
ccasioued an universal surprize. 


March 24. Colonel Churchill being come 
into the House, it was expected that an account. 
of his Negotiations would, this day, have been 
laid before the Commons : but they were only 


given to understand, that as soon as the dis- 
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tches he brought from Vienna could be trans- 
ated, they should be laid before the House, 
who thereupon adjourned till the 27th. 


Farther Debate on Mr. Knight's not being 
delivered up.) March 27. Mr. Methuen ac- 
quainted the House, that his Majesty had com- 
‘manded him tolay before them copies of se- 
vera! Letters and Papers relating to Mr. Knight, 
which he presented to the House accordingly, 
with a Schedule of them. The copies of the 
said Letters were read, and among them a 
Letter from the Emperor to the king of Great 
Britain, expressing hisimperial majesty’s incli- 
nation and readiness to comply with his Britan- 
nic majesty’s desires, as to the delivering up 
‘Mr. Knight ; but that che States of Brabant 
having and claiming particular Privileges, which 
his imperial majesty was engaged to maintain, 
it would be necessary to make application to the 
said States ; and his imperial majesty, on his 
pert, would not fail to support such instances as 
should be made. To which effect prince Eu- 
gene wrote u Letter to the Marquis de Prie, 
which was alsc read. Several smart reflections 
were made, by lord Molesworth, on the former 
of those two Letters: but this affair being 
wey nice and important, it was resolved to 
take into consideration the several Letters and 
Papers relating to Mr. Knight, which ‘his ma- 
jesty had communicated to the House, in a grand 
committee on the 29th. , 


March 29. The Commons, in agrand com- 
mittee took into consideration the said Letters 
and Papers. After the reading of some of those 
Papers, : 
_ Mr. Hutcheson opened the debate, represent- 


ing, How much, on the one hand, the public. 


was concerned, in having the authors of the 
_ present distress fully discovered and brought to 
, eondign punishment ; and how impracticable it 
was, on the other hand, to proceed in this im- 
Portant inquiry, so long as the principal agent 
ef the late South-Sea Directors, and their ac- 
complices, was kept out of the way; that in 
the mean time, the public calamity encreasing 
every day, the nation called aloud for justice : 
and therefore, ifthe means already used for 
bringing over Mr. Knight, proved abortive, it 
were advisable to have recourse to more 
speedy and effectual methods. , 

Sir Joseph Jekyll, and the lord Molesworth, 
strongly supported Mr. Hutcheson, and in par- 
ticular shewed, That it was incumbent on some 

ersons in tbe administration to have Mr. 

night brought over, in order fully to clear 
their own innocence ; otherwise, though ac- 
quitted, they would still be looked upon as cri- 
minal, Urging, That it was matter of wonder 
that so frivolous a pretence, as the privileges 
of the states of Brabant, should be made use of 
to put a stop to so important an inquiry, espe- 
cially considering.how little those privileges had 
been regarded in more material points; and 
_ what obligations the House of Austria lay under 
to the British nation. . 7 ra ‘ 

Sir Richard Steele offered something against 


~ 


- 
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obliging Mr. Knight tobe an evidence, whe- 
ther he would or no: but no great stress was 
laid upon it. On the other hand, 
Mr. Lechmere represented, That in all pro- 
bability the court of Vienna had not, at first, 
fully considered the importance of the instances 
that were made to them in hig majesty’s name, 
and at the desire of the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain: butthat it was to he presumed that when 
so wise & prince as the present emperor, 
should be apprized, that the welfare and safety 
of England, to whom his imperial majesty has 


_go great obligations, depended, in some measure, 


on the delivering up of Ms, Knight, he would 
readily comply with their desires. : 


Another Address to the King thereon.] Here=« 
upon, Mr. Lechmere moved, “ That an hum~ 
ble Address be presented to his majesty, return~ 
ing the Thanks of this House for the instances 
he has been pleased to make, by a Letter under 
his royal hand to his imperial majesty, for ob- 
taining the delivering up of Mr. Knight, pur- 


uant to the Address of this House; and for 


communicating tv this House, the steps whieh | 
have been taken relating thereto: and to re 
present to his majesty, the dissatisfaction which 
his Commons haveat the obstacles which they 


-find have been raised, under the pretence of 


the Privileges of the States of Brabant, against 
a compliance with his. gracious endeavours, 
and also to represent, that this House is every 
day more and more convinced of the high im- 
portance it is to the justice due to his majesty’s 
people, that effectual measures be speedily 


‘taken for bringing over Mr. Knight: and earn- 


estly tu beseech his majesty, to employ his most 
pressing endeavours, in such manner, as-im_ his 
great wisdom shall be thought proper, for at- 
taining the just desire of bis Commons.” —’ 

Nobody offered to oppose this motion, 
which, after Mr. Speaker had resamed the 
chair, Mr.’ Broderick reported to the Hosse; 
and the same being agreed to, new. con. it was 
resolved, That the said Resolution be laid be~ 
fore his majesty by the whole House. 


The King’s Answer.| March30. TheCom- 
mops, to the number of above 300, with their 
Speaker, went to St. James’s, and presented 
the said Resolution to the king; to which his 


. majesty returned the following Answer ; 


Gentlemen; - 
‘IT am very well pleased, that the instances 


which I have made for obtaining the delivering 


up of Mr. Knight, have given you satisfaction 5 
I shall continue to employ my atmost endea- 
vours for obtaining what you destre, and hope 
they will prove effectual.” - 


SeveraL RewanKkable Perirrows FoR JUs- 
TICE ON THE AUTHORS OF THE PRESENT CaLa~ © 
MITIES.} About this time many Petiaous were 
presented to the House of Commons, praying 
for Justice on the Anthors of the’ present Ca» 
lamities: of which, the following are the most 


Temarkable a) 8 


i 


e 
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To the Hon. the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled: The bumble Peti- 
‘tion of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commons of the City of London, in Com- 

- mon Council assembled. | 


' € Sheweth, That your petitioners think it 
theit dufy most humbly to represent to this 
honourable Holse the present state of the City 
of London, so considerable a part of the king- 
dom, now filled with numberless objects of grief 
and compassion, the sad effects of the misma- 
nagement, avarice, and fatal contrivances of the 
late directors of the South-Sea Company, their 
aiders, abettors and confederates, in the des- 
truction of their country. | 
’ 6 Nor is it the case of this great city alone 
your petitioners lament, but the general decay 
of trade, manufactures, and of public credit, 
whereof this honourable House have been al- 
ways so extremely tender; as also of the ho- 
nour of the British name and nation, 

‘* Your petitioners beg leave to return their 

most humble thanks to this honourable House, 
or the great pains they have taken to relieve 
the unhappy sufferers, by compelling the of- 
fenders to make restitution; as likewise for 
their continued application to lay open this 
whole scene of guilt, notwithstanding the indus- 
_trious artifices of such sharers in the common 
panes as have endeavoured to obstruct the 

detection of fraud and corruption. And your 
petitioners doubt not, but the same fortitade, 
impartiality and public spirit, wherewith this 
honourable House have hitherto acted, will still 
animate them in the pursuit of those truly great 
and noble ends. | | 

“¢ We are too sensible of the load of the pub- 

Fic debts, not to wish that all proper methods 
may be taken to lessen them: And it is an in- 

nite concern to us, that the payment of a great ! 
sum towards them (which was expected from 
the late scheme) is now rendered extremely 
difficult, if not impracticable; and yet is a 
cloud hanging over the heads of the present 
ynfortanate proprietors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, and a great damp to public credit. We 
will not presume to mention in what manner 
relief may be given im this arduous affair, but 
most humbly submit it to.the consideration of 
this honourable House. . 

. 6 Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray 
this honourable House will be pleased to take 
such farther measures as they, in their great 
wisdom, shall judge proper, that trade may 
flourish, public credit be restored, and justice 
done to an injured people. And your peti- 
tioners shall pray, &c.” 


Phe humble .Petition of the justices of peace, 
, grand jury, gentlemen and freeholders, 
assembled at the quarter-sessions of the 
peace, hulden the 17th of April 1721, for 

. _ the coanty of Hertford: Wa 
' 4 Sheweth, That your petitioners being truly 
‘gensible of their happiness, under the best of 
enn-tientinwe hao teave famone other of -their 


XN 


fellow-subjects) to lay before this honourable 
House the great miseries they labout under by 
the decay of trade, manufactures, and peblid- 
credit. ; 

“We are amazed to think to what an extrae 
vagant height the late directors of the South 
Sea Company, their aiders and. confederates, 
had fatally wrought up the credit of their stock 
by their wicked arts and delusions, to the in- 
jury of the public, as if purposely designed to. 
destroy their country, afd, under a pretended 
zeal to his majesty and his family, to lay such a 
foundation of prejudice, by the poverty of the 
people, as should even stagger those whose loy 
alty has been: ever most conspicuous. rn 

‘“‘ Your petitioners having a just sense of the 
earnest endeavours of this honourable House 
to relieve the unhappy sufferers thereby, are 
persuaded that the subtle contrivance of those, 
who 90 justly dread the discovery of their 
guilt, will at length be defeated by the courage 
aud resolution of this honourable House; and 
that the secret springs of such who concurred 
with the directors in those designs, will be made 
appear, and laid before the whole world, to 
their utter confusion. 

‘¢ Your petitioners are persuaded, from the 
firmness and vigour of this hosourable House, 
that no difficulties will obstruct the glorious 
steps they are pursuing, to bring to punish- 
ment the authors of ‘all this misery, let the of- 
fenders be evér so distinguished, by the great- 
ness of their stations; and as their crithes are 
of the blackest dye, (even a determined reso-. 
lution to destroy this once most flourishing king- 
dom) so we hope, from the justice of this ho- 
nourable House, such exainples will be made, 
as shall free us from the terror of sach appre- 
hensions for the future. | | 

“‘ We are too truly affected with the great 
debt the nation labours under, not heartily to 
wish all proper methods were found out to !es- 
sen the same: But as the late scheme of the 
South Sea Company (upon which our hopes 
were built for an immediate relief of a consi- 
derable sum) has proved abortive, by the ava~ 
rice of the late managers thereof, so we fear 
the consequence of insisting upon that contract 
with the South Sea Company, towards the dis-- 
charging of the public debts, would be the loss’ - 
of the little credit that remains. 

“ Your Petitioners, in full confidence of the 
wisdom of this honourable House, most hambly 
pray, that no artifices whatsoever may be able’ 
to divert you from those just measures which you’ 
are taking to restore Public Credit, make trade 
flourish, and do justice to a most injured nation, 
And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c.” 


The humble Petition of the justices of peace, 
grand-jury, clergy, gentlemen, and free-hold«: 
ers of the copnty of Kent, at the general 
quarter-sessions. of the Peace, holden at 
Maidstone, .in, and for the said county of 
Keat; the £8th day of April, 1721. ‘, 


“¢ Sheweth ;--That the county of Kent, late- 


‘ly ‘one of the richest and cost Alourwhingin the 


\ 


\ 
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kingdom, is at present, by the execrable fraud 
ef the late wicked South-sea Directors, and their 
suore wicked eccomplices, reduced to @ most 
unhappy condition, which your Petitioners beg 
leave to represent to this honourable House, 
which hath always been ready to hear the voice 
of an injured people, and fully avenge them of 
‘their enemies. . 4 | 

_ &It is with the utmost indignation, that we 


see this honourable House struggling with un-. 


expected opposition ; and labouring under un- 
accountable difficulties; and we can never suf- 
ficiently express our resentment, when we be- 
hold the king of Great Britain, in vain demand- 
ing the person of a man, inconsiderable for eve- 
ry thing, except his crimes ; who, as he was-no 
doubt prevailed-on to fly his country, to obstruct 
justice upon greater offenders, is still denied on 
pretences too weak to ‘give satisfaction to so 
wise a prince, and so discerning a people. 

. “We should be very much wanting in gratitude 
to this honourable House, if we bad not the 
deepest sense of the endeavours they have used 
to relieve us under our present distress : happy ! 
if those endeavours had not been, iu some mea- 
sure, obstructed by the contrivance of those 
miscreants, who, as they have art enough to 
cover their iniquity, flatter themselves, that they 
have power sutficient to be screened from jus- 
tice. But we doubt not, this honourable House, 
the constant guardian of our rights, will think it 
pecoming their great wisdom to shew those con- 
spirators their mistake, who vainly imagine, that 
by thus plundering their fellow-subjects, they 
have so far weakened them, as to render their 
very resentments impotent and ineffectual. 

‘¢ The city of London have so fully expressed 
our sense of the load of Public Debts, and of 
the manner of being eased therefrom, tbat to 
say more, would be a vain and useless repeti- 
tion. And therefore, for our speedy and ef- 
fectual relief (entirely depending on your wise 


- and just deliberations,) Your humble Peti- 


tioners shall ever pray.” 


' The humble Petition of the mayor, bailiffs and 


‘ 


. . burgesses of the borough of Leicester, | 


¢ Sheweth ;—That though by indulgent pro- 


vidence, your Petitioners are clear of Suuth-Sea 
projects, and neither tainted with the guilt of 
contriving, nor hurt by giving credit to the late 


cursed, impostures; yet we are sharers in the 


national calamity, which involves all, the wick- 
ed authors only excepted ; whose successful 
crimes have ‘raised them above the reach of or- 
dinary justice, and left them nothing to fear or 
us to hope, but from the legislative power. 
With utmost resignation therefore to the jus- 
tice and wisdom of this honourable House, our 
most deplorable state and cundition is repre- 
sented. : pO. oe 

<¢ No sooner had the South-Sea Directors,and 
the vile emissaries they detached over the king- 
dom, to propagate lies and forgeries, so impos- 
ed upon thé honest credulous people, as to draw 
all their ready money and treasure into their in- 


1721.—-Petitzons for Justice on the 


(768 
famous hands, but we saw trade instantly struck 

dead, ourmanufactures disregarded, our combed 

wool (once the staple and glory of our industri- 

ous corporation) lie neglected in our work- 

houses, our poor increasing for want of employ- 
ment; many who cheerfully paid taxes towards 

supporting our happy government, reduced by 

want of trade to a miserable exemption from 
them. 7 

‘“¢ And, as if these did not amount to a suffi- 

cient measure of evils, we are alarmed with yet 
more to come, and threatened that the sole re- 
lief to an almost despairing people, the single 
recompence for all their sufferings, shall be at- 

tempted to be wrested from them, viz. the 

seven millions due by contract from the South- 

sea company towards payment of the Public 

Debts, and relaxing part of those taxes whiclr 
the people-have long borne, and now weakened 

and impoverished by South-Sea schemes, are 

unable to sustain, shall be sacrificed to that 

Company, to raise high again their fatal credit, 
revive stock-jobbing, and pour out the last drops 
of the nation’s blood to be licked up by the 

cannibals of Change Alley. 


' “ Such a project (were it possible it could 
succeed) for confirming perpetual debts, mort- 
gages and taxes, upon a people deploring al~ 
ready their hard fate under undeserved miseries, 
would give(we humbly apprehend) an incurable 
woaond to trade and national credit, heighten 
their griefs into despair, shock their steady af- 
fections to this good government, and animate” 
its enemies to farther attempts. 
‘‘ But under the protection of so just and 
wise a parliament, the scourge of wicked avarice, 
we have nothing to fear from such wild and’ 
destructive schemes, and nothing to petition for, 
but that this honourable House will proceed 
with the spirit and justice they have begun, to 
disappoint every mischievous enterprize and 
avaricious design, and bring to coodign punish- 
ment al] who should be found conspiring to en- 
rich themselves by the undoing of their coun~ 


ry. é 

‘i So shall public faith and credit be re-esta-.. 
blished on their foundations, justice, and strict - 
observance of contracts ; honest trade, released 
from heavy impositions, which have so long de- 
pressed it, raise its head, and contend with suc- 
cess against its. knavish rival stock-jobbing ; 
poverty, and with it, discontent vanish; our 
gracious sovereign king George reigm over an 
once more prosperous and happy people, as able 
as willing, by large supplies, to promote both bis 
majesty’s glory and safety. And your Peti- 
tioners shall pray, &c.” | a 


The humble Petition of the mayor and . bur 
_ gesses of the town of Nottingham in common 
council assembled. . 


‘¢ Sheweth;—That your Petitioners think 
themselves obliged to lay before this honoura- 
ble House, the deep sense they have of the 
present calamities brought upon the nation, 
through the poundless ambition and avarice 


"ends designed thereby. : 


- their great wisdom, shall see meet. 
Petitioners shall pray, &c.” . 


\ 
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of the late South-Sea Directors, their confede- 
gates, and. assistants, who by a continued series 
of unparalleled contrivances, and practices, have 
involved their native country in ruin and des- 
truction. . cy 
_ That this ancient corporation, long famous 
for the manufacture of English wool, wherewith 
not only our own, but foreign markets were 
supplied, do now feel the fatal effects of their 
snisaran agement, inthelosses they have sustained 
in the decay of their trade and Public Credit. 
“ That your Petitioners do, with all imagina- 
ble gratitude, humbly acknowledge the ardent 
geal, this honourable House have manifested, 
‘by an impartial inquiry into this mystery of 
iniquity, and incessant endeavours for the re- 
lief of oppressed sufferers, notwithstanding all 
the artifices made use of to obstruct their pro- 
cedure, for the obtaining those just and noble 


-  Thatdivine Providence hath removed some 
of the actors in this black tragedy, and sharers 
of the spoils of their fellow subjects, beyond the 
reach of human power, but their estates are 
left behind. And your petitioners: do with 
great satisfaction confide in the justice and 
wisdom of this honourable House to complete 
the great work, they have with so much hohour, 
courage, and impartiality begun and pursued, 
ao order to compel notorious criminals to make 
@-restitution for the relief of the present ‘un- 
happy proprietors of the South Sea Company, 
as ample and extensive as the many instances 
of discovery, and the qualities of the persons 
concerned will permit. . 7 

‘* Your /Petitioners therefore do, with the 
greatest deference and submission, pray the 
consideration of this honourable House, with 
respect to that part of the South Sea scheme, 
which relates tn the public debts of the nation, 
and other the premises, in order to revive our 
languishing trade, to restore public credit, to 
remove the discontenfs, and, as far as is practi- 
cable, silence the complaints of an injured na- 
tion, by such ways and methods, as they, in 
And your 


Besides the above Petitions, the following 
were also presented to the House, from the fol- 
Jowing places : 


County and City of Gloucester. 


Setting forth, That the mischievous effects 
the trade of the nation, and particularly the 


- Clothing manufacture of that country, lie under, 


a4 


is Gccasioned by the treacherous practices of 
the late South Sea Directors; as also the ruin 
of the public credit of the nation: and pray- 
ang, That they may be put under an incapacity 
of doing such mischief to the public for the fu- 
fure. 


City of Worcester. 


Setting forth, That the miseries of their num- 
berless poor, now intirely destitute of work, call 
loud for relief; their unparalleled injuries pro- 


voke them to: petition for Justice ‘against the 
late South Sea Directors, their aiders and abet- 
tors, who are the destroyers of their Trade, and 
punsercs® of their Country: and praying ree 
ief. 


} 


Borough of St. Albans. 


Setting forth, That they cannot but with the 
greatest concern take notice of the many and 
great calamities brought upon the whole king- 
dom, by the ill management, treacherous con- 
duct, and sordid practices, of the late South 
Sea Directors; who by their false cunning, have 
betrayed an unwary people into poverty, ruin, 
and destruction, contrary to the trust in 
ther reposed: and praying, That. the said late 
South Sea Directors, together with their abete 
tors and confederates, may be brought to cone 


dign punishment. 


‘New Sarum. 


_ Setting forth, That the late South Sea Die 
retors, and their black accomplices, by their 
insatiable covetousness and ambition, support- 
ed by the base arts of fraud and dissimulation, 
have brought the trade, and public credit, of 
this kingdom, under the most languishing con- 
dition, as they have also done to the petitions 


s 


ets; and praying relief, 
City of Rochester. 


Setting forth, That the petitioners are deeply‘ 
affected with the calamities these kingdoms now 
groan under, from the general decay of com- 
merce, trade, manufactures, and the public cre- 
dit, and from the misery and ruin which vast 
numbers of his majesty’s faithful and innocent 
subjects now labour under; occasioned chiefly 
by the wicked and detestable contrivances, artis , 
fices, and mismanagements, of the late Direc- . 
tors of the South Sea Company, and their aiders 
and abettors: and praying, That they may be 
brought to condign punishment. | 


Borough of Shaftsbury. 


Setting forth, That it is the destruction of 
trade, and the ruin of so many thousands. of 
their fellow subjects, make them become Peti- 
tioners, that means iay be taken effectually to 
detect the fraudulent contrivances ef the late 
South Sea Directors, and their accomplices, 
and to punish the guilty; and that the credit of 
the nation may be restored: and praying to be 
relieved in the premises. 


County of Worcester, 


Setting forth, That the many and great 
grievances they now labour under is occasioned 
through the boundless avarice, and unparalleled . 
treachery, of the late Directors of the South Seq 
Company, and their abettors; by whose means © 
the public credit of the nation is visibly sunk, — 
its trade remarkably stagnated, and numberless 
families reduced to extreme poverty and want: 
aud praying, That they may be brought to 
punishment, _ a. 


\ 
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Town of Maidstone. 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners, with the 
deepest concern, represent their present mise- 
rable condition, from the great decny of their 
trade, jn common with the rest of this kingdom, 
by the languishing state of public credit ; oc- 
- gasioned by the infamous practices of the late 
South Sea Directors, jointly with other persons 
in higher stations, to plunder the nation, and 
enrich themselves by the ruin of their fellow 
subjects; by which means such a stop hath 
been had to the circulation of money, that, at 
this time especially, when the duty of hops, the 
great commodity of those parts, is called for, 
the payment of it will be attended with so 
rouch difficulty and hardship, that many fami- 
hes: thereby will be rendered destitute of 
a a necessary subsistence: And praying 
relief, 


City of Westminster, ; 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners are deeply 
affected with the calamity brought ‘upon the 
inhabitants of that city, and upon the nation 
in general,“by the wicked execution of the late 
South Sea scheme; and the great oppression 
which the subscribing proprietors of the public, 
and especially of the. redeemable debts, now 
day under ; to the ruin of very great numbers of 
the trading inhabitants of that city: And pray- 
ing, That justice may be done to an injured 
nation, and reparation made to the unhappy 
sufferers. | 


City of York. 
Setting forth the deplorable state of the na- 


tion, occasioned by the vile practices, insati- 
able avarice, and pernicious contrivances, of 


the late Directors of the South Sea Company, 


their aiders, abettors, And accomplices ; and of 
the general decay of public credit, and trade, 
throughout the nation ; and acknowledging, with 
the utmost gratitude, the great. care and pains 
this House hath taken towards the relief of the 
unfortunate, and to discover the scheme of 
wickedness, notwithstanding the arts and con- 
trivances of some of the confederates to conceal 
the same: and praying, That the House will 
proceed to satisfy the justice of the nation; 
and to take such methods as they shall judge 
proper ‘for restoring commerce, and public 
credit. | 


County of Chester. 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners have 


daily experience of the calamitous -and mis- 
chieveus effects of the mismanagement, avarice, 
and boundless ambition, of the late Directors 
of the South Sea Cumpany, their uiders, abet- 
tors, and confederates, in the intended de- 
struction of their country : That the Petitioners 


cannot enumerate the various misfortunes which. 


have attended this wicked project > but find 
they have just cause to lament the swall export 
and consumptioa of the manufactures and 
product of this kingdom, the great decay of 
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trade, as well as the loss of public credit: That 


they submit whether such grievances may not 
be the overthrow of their happy constitution, 


if not timely redressed: and preying, That 


such measures may be taken as may make trade 
flourish, credit be restored, and justice done to 
an injured people. 


Borough of Shrewsbury, ok 1S 


Setting forth, That they are deeply affected - 
with the present calamities. that many thos- 
sands of families in this nation labour under, 
from the impositions, and fraudulent practices 
of the late South Sea Directors, their aiders 
and abetters,; by the corrupt management of 
the stock of the Company, for their ewn pri- 
vate advantage, to the great decay of trade, 
the sinking of public credit, and the utter ruin 
of many of their fellow subjects; and returnin 
their thanks to the House for their caweaned 
endeavours to deliver the unbappy sufferers, _ 
lay open the vile mystery of iniquity, and 
remedy the evils: And praying the continu- 
ance of the same, for the discovering and pu- 
nishing the authors and contrivers of these 
misfortunes, suitable to the nature of ‘their 
crimes, . : 


County of Dorset. 


Setting forth, That from the. treacherous 
‘practices of the late Directors and Managers 
of the South Sea Company, and of those b 
whom they have been guided and influenced, 
not only the credit of this flourishing, and once 
happy nation, is almost, if not irretrievably 
lost, and thereby the rents, and revenues, trade, 
and commerce, of the kingdom, become pre- 
carious: but alse a great number of innocent 
people have been seduced, and led away by 
them, to _the utter ruin of themselves, and 
those who have depended upon them: and 
praying relief. | 


City of Bristol. _ 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners being 
truly sensible of the extraordinary care, and 
diligent endeavours, that have been used te 
discover, and bring to condign punishment, 
those voracious Robbers of their Country, and 
Mismanagers of the South Sea stock, and their 
accomplices; who, to aggrandize their families, 
have unjustly amassed vast sunis of money, 
destroyed our credit, and ruined many, thou- 
sands of their fellow subjects: and praying, 
That no man’s preatness, ill-gotten riches, or 
flight from justice, may screen him from pub- 
lic punishment. Va 


Borough of Oakhaw pton. 


Setting forth, That the great decay of trade 
in that borough, and places adjacent, depend- 
ing altogether on the woollen mauufactures, is, 
ln w great measure, owing to the avarice and 
corrupt practices, of the late Directors-of the 
South Sea Company, and their confederates ; 
who have been the chief instruments of turning 
stock in trade into the mischievous practice 
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of stock-jobbing ; and, in defiance of law and 
justice, have departed from all rules of hones- 
ty; and are now become remarkable only for 
their being vile; and praying, That. the in- 


stances for bringing over their late cashier, Mr. § 


Knight, may’ be continued; and that the 
great oppressors of an injured people may be 
punished. . 

: Borough of Maldon. 


which have ensued from the fraudulent con- 
-trivances anid practices of those who were 
lately concerned in the management of the 
affairs of the South Sea Company, and their 
accomplices, have affected the petitioners as 


relief, 
| City of Exeter. 

Setung forth, That the petitioners groan 
under the weight of so heavy a calamity, as 
the late evil and destructive ‘management of 
the South Sea scheme hath brought upon the 
nation; in the execution of which, a set of 
wicked men, to the everlasting reproach of the 
English name, have imagined, contrived, and 
almost compassed the death of the common- 
wealth, if the loss of money, trade, and credit, 
may be so called: and praying, That the 
zealous endeavours taken to deliver this coun- 
try out of so grievous a calamity may be con- 
. tinued, 


County of Bucks. 


. Setting forth, That the petitioners, having 
seen their country, which, about one year since, 
was in as flourishing a condition as possible ; 
especially in respect of trade, manufactures, 
and the public credit ; reduced, in little more 
than half that time, to the lowest degree of 
misery and distress, occasioned by the avarice, 
fraud, and corryption of the South Sea Com- 
pany: and praying relief. 
Borough of Agmondesham. - 


Setting forth, That they have a just sense of 
the sad circumstances, wherein all sorts and 
egees of men amongst them are involved ; 
aad of those piercing cries, and loud com- 
plaints which diffuse themselves far and wide = 
and .are heard with grief, in every corner of 
our once happy island ; does constrain them to 
implore the House to continue its utmost en- 
deavours, that all possible reparation may be 
made to the poor sufferers ; andithat the authors 
and instruments of their ruin may be brought 
& condiga punishment: and praying relief. 


_ County of Middlesex. 
Setting forth, That it is with the greatest 


concern that the petitioners have observed the . 


many misfortunes 4nd calamities that have, 
of late, befel the nation in general, and 
many inhabitants in that county in particalar, 
by the mismanagement, avarice, and corrup- 
tion, of the late directors of the South Sea 
Oompany, their aiders, abettors, and confede- 
- Vou, VIL . 3 


rates; whereby the ‘trade and credit of this 


. kingdom has been-in the greatest degree affect- 


eds and praying relief. | 
County of Somerset, 
Setting forth, That the petitioners, oppressed 


, with the universal calamity brought upon the 
nation in general, by the mismanagement, 


avarice, and fatal contrivances, of the late 


directors of the South Sea company, their 


Setting forth, That the many calamities, authors, abettors, and confederates, think 


themselves obliged to represent the present 


| condition, of that once flourishing county: such 
} 18 the decay of their trade, that their woollen | 


manufactures, the riches and support of the 


: as i: eae 
well as the rest of the kingdom: and praying | pcre git eae Peep 
, substantial and wealthy families are reduced ta - 


| difficulties, for want ef employment in the 


clothing trade: and praying, That such mea- 


sures may be taken, that trade may flourish, 


and justice done to an injured nation, 
» County of Somerset. 


Setting forth, That it was a great pleasure 
and satisfaction to the petitioners, to observe 
the vigilant endeavours and noble designs, that 
were taken last session to discharge the public 
debts; and thereby to support the credit of 
the nation; and to restore trade to its former 
flourishing condition, on which many populous 
places ia that county do chiefly depend: but they 


find to their great grief and susprize, those good 


desigi’s are made abortive by the villainous and. 
corrupt practices of those that were entrusted 
therewith, and their secret confederates; who 
have not only eodeavotred to deprive the 
public of what had been done for-it, but have 
actually ruined many thousands of private 
families, and shook the very credit of the. 
pation, to answer their avaricious and ambi- 
tious designs: and praying, That restitutign 
may be made to an injured state and deluded 
people. | 


Town of Beverley. 


Setting forth, That the pefitioners, amongst 
the rest of a distressed people, beg leave to 
represent their detestation and abhorrence of 
the vile practices and scandalous proceedings, 
of the late directors of the South Sea; who 
have abused the trust reposed in them for the 
common good, and taken the advantage of the 
the ignorance und credulity of multitudes, to 
the ruin of them, and no less tu the detriment 
of the whole nation ; since a general decay of 
trade, failure of manufactures, and loss of 
credit is the consequence: and praying relief. 


Borough of Boston. 


: \ 

Setting forth, That they think it their duty 
to represent the unparalleled miseries and 
misfortunes which they, and their neighbours, 
the growers of wool, in that county, and the 
rest of their unhappy fellow-subjects, labour 
under, by the general decay of trade, manu- 
factures, and pablick credit ;' which sad effects, 

3D ’ | 


~ 


/ 


- 


, people. 


-yuin of many families; 
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by the insatiable avarice and ambition of the 
late directors, and other officers of the South 
Sea Company, their advisers, aiders, and con- 


federates ; who to gain immense estates and | 


- grandeur to themselves, and families, have, in 
such predigious and unexampled manner, 
broke the great trust and confidence reposed 
in them, as to bring their native country into 
imminent danger of ruin and destruction: and 
praying, That such measures may be taken, 
that trade may flourish, and public credit be 
restored, as well as justice done to an injured 


County of Warwick. 


Setting forth, That the petitioners crave 
Jeave to represent the unparalleled grievances 
of a:plundered people: who, by the avarice 
and rapine of a set of parricides, are reduced, 
from the most flourishing condition, and that in 
the space of one year only, to as deplorable 
a state of calamity and distress as they ever yet 
suffered by any civil tumult, or foreign war: 
it is to the late treacherous managers of the 
South Sea Company, their abettors and confe- 
derates, that they owe the loss of public credit, 
the present deadness of trade, and the utter 
who, from great 
affluence and esteem, are sunk at once into 
poverty and reprosch ; such a sceneof misery 
must very sensibly affect every true lover of 
his country, to cry aloud for vengeance: and 
praying relief, 


Liberty of St. Albans. 


Setting forth, That the great decay of trade 
and credit, and the unspeakable desolation of 
their country by the late South Sea directors, 
their agents and abettors, will not suffer them 
to. be silent, while they see the detestable 
authors of their misery remain unpunished, and 
thousands of honest families daily overwhelmed 
in ruin; and praying relief. 


County of York. 


Setting forth, That the petitioners think 
Lemselves obliged to return thanks to the 
House, tor their inquiry into the evil practices, 
and perfidious management of the late South 
Sea directors and their assocjates; and for the 
tender regard they have shewed to their pre- 
sent misfortunes occasioned thereby, which are 
no less than the decay of trade, the loss of 

public credit, the ruin of innumerable families, 
and tie dishonour of the British nation: and 
praying relief. 


Borough of .Leeds. 


Setting forth, That the petitioners crave 
leave to represent to the IIouse the deplorable 
condition of that town, from the miserabie 
decay of trade, and of private as well as public 
eredit; the fatal effects whereof they most 
sensibly feel, and deeply lament: that the 


late directors of the South Sea Company, and 


their accomplices, have by their mysterious 


s 


PARL. HISTORY, 7 Grokoz I. 1721.—Petitions for Justice onthe [772 
a | 


' they have just reason to believe, are occasioned 


contrivances, insidious schemes, and delusive 
overtures, brought upon them the afflicting 


misfortunes they now labour under: and pray- 


ing relief. : 
City of Canterbury. 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners are very 
sensible of the general decay of trade, and 
other public calamities, of this nation ; which 
are the sad consequences and effects of the de- 
lusive schemes, subtle contrivances, and wicked 
practices, of the late Directors of the South 
Sea Company, their encouragers, aiders, abet- 
tors, and confecerates, to advance and enrich 
themselves, and gratify their own boundless am- 
bition and avarice, by the utter ruin of their 
country: and praying, That their estates may 
be applied to make restitution towards the re- 
lief of the poor unbappy sufferers. 


Town of Birmingham. 


Setting forth, That trade amongst them is 
wonderfully decayed, by which the poor are re- 
duced to unspeakable miseries and want.; and, 
if it were in a flourishing condition, they. want 
money to carry it on, and to pay the poor 
workmen four their labour, as they ought to do. 
These their calamities they firmly believe to be 
wholly owing tothe decay of public credit,.o¢- 
casioned by the mismanagement, avarice, and 
fatal contrivances, of, the late Directors of the 
South Sea Company, their aiders, abettors, and 
confederates, who have thereby put them in 
very great danger of the destruction of once 
the most flourishing nation in the world: and 
praying relief. 


Town of Bedford. — 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners do, with 
the utmost grief and concern, behold the decay 
of trade in that corporation, and hear of com- 
plaints of the same from all parts of this king- 
dom: occasioned hy the wicked devices of the 
late South Sea Directors, and their accomplices, 
in-deluding many of his majesty’s subjects, to 
their total ruin, with the false representations 
of gain: and praying, That the authors may 
be punished. 


County of Bedford. 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners do, with 
great concern, behold the decay of trade, and 
the languishing condition it is now in, through 
out the couuty of Bedtord, and the rest of the 
kingdom 3 the occasion of this is the want of 
money, the life of all commerce; which has 
been drained from them by the pernicious arts 
and management of the late directors of the 
South Sea Company, and their. accomplices : 
and praying, That the authors may be brought . 
to condign punishment, ' 


City of Durham. 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners are sen- 
sibly affected with the miserable condition this 
nation is reduced to, in the decay of trade, and 
loss of pubjic credit ; occasioned by the unheard | 


, 
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of avarice, and wicked practices, of the late 
Directors of the South Sea Company, their 
accomplices and abettors: humbly implore 
the House to continue to lay open this scene 
of iniquity. And praying, that the authors 
muy be brought to condign punishment, 


City of Chester. ‘ 


Setting forth, That the Petitioners, under a 
deep seuse of the deplorable state and con- 
dition the nation in general is brouyht into, oc- 
casioned by the vile practices and contrivances 
of the late Directors of the Svuth Sea Com- 
pany, their aiders, abetters, and confederates, 
cannot but with great regret and concern la- 
ment the many miscbiefs and calamities they 
of that ancient city now labour under, chiefly 
owing to the great decay of. trade, and loss of 
public credit ;. and praying, That. the authors 
may be brought to condign punishment, 


County of Pembroke. 


Setting forth, That the public credit of the 
nation hath been destroyed by the infamous 
practices of the Icte Directors of the South 
Sea Company, and their accomplices: and 
praying that those detestable parricides be 
brought to condign punishment. 


_ Borough of Tamworth. 


Setting forth, That their decay of trade, and 
the want of vent for their commodities, is 
occasioned by the destructiveness and scan- 
dalous, corrupt, management, of the South Sea 
scheme, to the ruin of public as well as private 
credit, the impoverishment of a greatnumber of 
persons: and praying, That proper measures 
-may be taken for the encouragement of trade, 
the redress of all their grievances, and for the 
preventing the like corruption for the future. 


County of Leicester. 


Setting forth, That they can never enough 
magnify the justice of parliament, in detecting 
the villainy of a set of men who have ruincd 
the credit of their country, under the specious 
name of paying the public debts: so neither 
can they safficiently abhor the impudence of 
some, who, under the pretence of advancing 
public credit, would prevent the payment of 
those debts: and praying, That public justice 
may be applied to public roguery, and make 
them, and them alone, restore, who have bad 
their sliare in the plunder. | | 


City of Litchfield.. 


Setting forth, That the decay of trade, and 
the complaints of the poor manufacturers, 
proceeds from the vile and scandalous manage- 
ment of the Directors of the South Sea scheme, 
their aiders, abettors, and accomplices ; whose 
deceit, avarice, corruption, and impositioa, of 
all kinds, have been such as no nation ever suf- 
fered, or time produced: and praying, That 
the same true spirit, which attended the parlia~ 
. ment at the beginning of this great add good 
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work, may still continue with them, to the 
coipleting of it. i 7 


Borough of Aylesbury. 
Setting forth, Phe misery that they In cont. 


mon with the rest of their fellow sabjects, | 


at present groan unde, from the total decay of 
trade and credit of these kingdoms ; ‘aud that 
nothing can conduce more effectually to the 
retrieving the unhappy condition of these na<: 
tions, than a vigorous pursuit of justice against 
those who have been the aathors and contrivers 
of our present misfortunes : and prayiny, That 
impartial justice will be done, witbout distinee. 
tion of persons. 


City of Oxford. 


Setting forth, That they aré deeply concern 
ed at the loss of public credit, the decay of 
trade, and the miseries that have been brought 
upon us by the wicked and pernicious practices 
of the late directors of the South Sea, and the 
more corrupt and eyil counsejs of their aiders 
and abettors: and praying that the betrayers 
oftheir country, how great or how many soever, 
may be brought to speedy and public justice. 


Borough of Reading. 


Setting forth, That to see our national credit, 
which hath always -been esteemed sacred and 
inviolable, and stood the stock of all times, 
had in so httle regard; and the creditors there 
of plundered, instead of being justly paid ; to 
find a glorious prospect and opportunity. of 
lessening our public debts, which have been a 
long and heavy weight on the true natioaal in- 
terest, frustrated and disappointed by the sel- 
fish views of ambitious men; are truths too 
clear not to he seen, and of too much conse= 
quence not to be complained of; these, and 
all our present grievances, are justly to be ate 
tributed to ‘the treacherous and destructive 
execution of the South-Sea scheme: and pray- 
ing, That no endeavours may be wanting to- 
bring all offenders, and betrayers of their coun- 
try, to due punishment, | 


~ 


Town of Cambridge. 


is in, by the villainous management of the late 
South-Sea directors, their aiders and abettors : 
which has almost intirely destroyed the trade, 
and, consequently, the public credit, of this 
kingdom: and praying, That all endeavours 
will be used to bring the guilty to condign 
punishment. : 


City of Lincoln. 


Setting forth, That the general calamity of 
this nation, by the want of trade, loss of pub- 
lic credit, and the scarcity of money, attended 
with the lamentable complaint of a vast num- 
ber of suffering persons, occasioned by the 
fraudulent practices of the late directors and 
managers of the South-Sea Company, obliges 
us to set forth that notorious Scheme of 


Setting forth, That being deeply sensible of 
‘the deplorable condition this nation at present 


‘ 


‘ 
= 


775) 


Roguery, and deceit ofa body of men. joined 
together, in such a pernicious design: And 
praying, That effectual care will be taken in 
the discovering and punishing all the offenders, 
aiders, and abettors, in this grand and wicked 
undertaking. 


Borough of Chipping Wycombe. 


' Getting forth, That the inexpressible cala- 
mities they now lie under, by the decay of trade. 


and credit of this once flourishing kingdom, 
now reduced to the utmost degsee of misery, 
by the vile and scandalous practices of the late 
South-Sea Direetors, their aiders and abettors ; 
And praying, That a vigorous inquiry may be 
made, to bring to justice, and deserved punish- 
_ ment, the authors and contrivers of these un- 
paralleled grievances. = 


Borough of Abingdon, 


Setting forth, That they are infinitely con- 
cerned at the deplorable and melancholy con- 

dition to. which this nation is reduced by the 
| ral decay of trade, manufactures, ana 
public credit ; cceasioned by the fatal practices 
of the late directors of the South-Sea Company, 
and their perfidious accomplices: and praying, 
‘That proper measures may be taken, that trade 
may flourish, pubfic credit be restored, and jus- 
tice done to an injured people. 


Town and Port of Hastings. 


Setting forth, That the Fishery, which, for ages 
past, hath been the chiefest support of this and 
thany other maritime’ towns, is now reduced 
to a very low ebb, through the power vested 
in the late directors of the SouttSea Company, 
their advisers, aiders, and abettors : and pray- 
ing, That such measures may be taken to 


brig them to condign punishment. 
Borough of Haslemere. 


Setting forth, That the villainous prac- 
tices of the late directors of the South-Sea 
Company, and their abettors, have occasioned a 
great decay of trade, and scarcity of money ; 
and without a brisker circulation of which, the 
worst of consequences must inevitably ensue: 
and praying, That those Monsters of Pride and 
Covetoasness may be detetted, and punished. 


Borough of Southwark. 


Setting forth, That they cannot but be sen- 
' sible of the misery brought on this nation, by 
the evjl intentions, and worse practices, of the 
late Directors of the South Sea Company, their 
accomplices, aiders, and ebettors; by which 
- many thousands have been reduced to misery 
and want: and praying, That the Robbers of 
their Country, of what degree or quality soever, 
be punished; and that trade may be restored, 
and credit revived. - ie ' 
: City of Hereford. 


Setting forth, That the general decay of 
trade, and the dismal calamities brought upon 
the nation, bya set of wicked and avaricious 
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men, who, to accumulate wealth te themselves, - 
have utterly ruined many thousands of their. 
countrymen: and praying, ‘That a frm course: 
.of justice will be taken to deter persons of all: 
degrees from engaging in any such designs for 
4 the future. 


Boraugh of Aldeburgh. 


Setting forth, That the universal decay of 
trade and credit, which this nation at present 
labours under, occasioned by the notorions- 


management of the late South Sea Directors, 


their agents and confederates: and praying, 


That the authors of these calamities may be 


brought ta condign punishment. 
Borough of Derby. 


Setting forth, That the general decay of 
trade, manufactures, and public credit, are the . 
sad effects of the mismanagement, boundiess | 
ambition, and pernicious practices, of the late 
directors of the South Sea Company, their aiders 
and accomplices: and praying, That such far- 
ther measures may be taken, that trade may 
flourish, public credit be restored, and justice 
done to an injured people. 


Borough of Cirencester. 


Setting forth, That they being chiefly em- 
ployed in the woollen marufactures, the pre- 
servation of whichis very essential to the wealth 
of this kingdom; and that the same is reduced 
by the villainous execution of the late perni- 


cious South Sea Project: and praying, That 
justice may be done to those Betrayers of their 


Country, who have been the occasion of these 
fatal mischiefs. 


Borough of Appleby. 


Setting forth, That they being touched with 
a most compassionate sense of the great and 
inexpressible calamities brought upon this king- 
dom, by the diabolical artifices of the South Sea 
Directors, and their confederates: and praying, 
That those whiclf have been the ruin of our late 
most flourishing trade, and public credit, be 
brought to condign punishment. ee 


hs County of Surrey. 
Setting forth, That they would appear totally 


insensible of the universal calamity of their 


country, and, in some degree, cofsenting to the 
guilt of the late infamous Directors ef the South 
Sea Company, and their aiders and abettors, 
should they any longer refrain from declaring 
their utmost abhorrence of those detestable 
machinations, and vile practices, which ‘have 
prought a most flourishing nation under the 
utmost difficulties and distress: and praying, 


| That just measures will be taken for the re 


storing credit, and doing justice, to an injured 
people. | | ' 


Town and County of Southampton. 


Setting forth, That they are brought into a 
very low condition by the great decay of trade, 
occasioned chiefly by the wicked practices of 


> 


® 


‘mous practices of the late South 
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swine covetous persons, who have diverted great 
part of the wealth of the nation out of its pro- 
per channel, and taken it to themselves: and 
praying, That those who have been accessary 
to the general calamjty be brought to exemplary 
punishment; and that.some speedy method 
may be provided, for the reviving of trade. 


Borough of Stamford. 


Setting forth, That they declare their utmost 
detestatioa of the crimes of the late Directors 
of the South Sea/Company, their agents and ac- 


complices, who kave been the ruin of both pub- 


lic and private credit, discouraged industry, and 
rendered them in such a condition as otherwise 
would not have been known to the trading peo- 
ple: and praying, That such measures may be 
found as may be judged most proper to dis- 


courage, and, in due time, bring all the crimi- | 


nals to just punishment. 
_ Borough of Sudbury. 


Setting forth, That the sty and enor- 

a Directors, 
their confederates and assistants, and the mis- 
chievous consequences of: their detestable 
schemes, have very much contributed to the 


present decay of trade, and public, in general; 


the fatal effects of which have been no where 


more sensibly felt, than by those whose depend- { 


ence chiefly consists in thewoollen manufactures 
for exportation:’ and praying, That care may 
be taken to revive the languishing trade, and 
re-establish public credit, and in bringing to 
exemplary punishment all the authors of these 
ealamities, -: 


Borough of Westbury. 


Setting forth, That bearing so great a ‘shar-. 


of that extensive calamity this poor and dise 
tressed nation groans under, by the boundless 
avarice, and corrupt practices, of the late Di- 


rectors of the South-Sea, their aiders, abettors, | 


and ‘confederates, who have oceassioned the 
great decay of trade in the woollen manufacture: 
and praying, that relief may be given therein 
by giving encouragement to trade, redressing 
their grievances, and'‘restoring of public credit, 
and doing justice to an injured nation. | 


Town and Borough of Pontefract. | 


Setting forth, Thatithe loss of trade, occasion- 
ed by the dark schemes, and vile practices, 


- of a set of nven who have engrossed a great part 


of the treasure of the nation into their hands, 
to the utter rein of a great many families: and 
praying, That proper measures may be taken 
to revive trade, and give restitution to the dp- 
pressed. ee 


Borough of Colchester, 


Setting forth, That out of a deep sense of the 
miseries of many unhappy families, deluded and 


_ wndone,by the unparalleled fraud and corruption 


of the late Directorsof the South-Sea Company 
and their secret accomplices, and the fatal 


wound that has boen-given. to. public credit, is. 


their concern, as well as indignation, against the 


infamous betrayers of their country: and pray- 
ing, That such further measures may be taken 
to relieve trade, restore credit, and punish the 
vile authors of these mischief, as shall be judged 
necessary. - 


City and County of Coventry. 


Setting forth, that by the schemes of the 
late traiterous Directors of the South-Sea, 
and their accomplices, who have been the 
occasion of an impoverished people, the les- 
sening of credit, and sinking of trade, that 
many artificers in their woollen manufac- 


tures cannot be employed: and praying, that . 


proper measures may be taken to revive trade, 
and restore credit and punishing the offenders 
thereof. . : ' 


, Town of Barnstable. | 
Setting forth, That being sensible of the con- 


’ plication of miseries brought upon.the whole na- 
tion byjthe unparalleled attempts, and insatiable 


avarice, of the late South-Sea Directors, and 


‘their abominable accomplices: ard the great 


damage done to trade; and the sinking of publie 
and private credit : and praying, That trade may 
be revived, public credit restored, and the cen- 
trivers thereof punished. | aan 
Borough of Richmond. | 
Setting forth, that they being sensibly affected 


with the calamities themselves and fellow-sub- 
jects labour under, by the decay of trade, the 
ruin of public credit, and thé weight of the nas 
tional debts: oceasioned by the late South Sea 
Directors, their aidets, and abettors, as the sole 


authors of these misfortunes: and praying, That | 


public faith may be revived, trade increased,’ 
and those parricides brought to punishments 
adequate to their crimes. =~ 


County of Derby. 


Setting forth, That they beg leave to-express 
their concern for the unspeakable miseries this 


once flourishing nation is reduced to, by the . 


corrupt management of the late South-Sea Di- 
rectors, their agents and abettors; who, not- 
withstanding the immense sums they have cheat- 
ed the nation of, have yet the cortfidence to 
conceal their estate and effects: and praying 
that trade may be revived,: public credit re- 
stored, the grand corruption detected, and ’no. 
obstacle to hinder the plunderers of the public 
from being brought to speedy justice, 


Borough of East Retford. 


Setting forth, That being deeply affected with 
concern for the calamitous condition to. which 
they see this nation exposed, by the pernicious 
and wicked execution of the South Sea Scheme 
which has decayed their impaired credit, amd 
drained jaway the. money: and praying, That 
this mation may be restored to a flourishing 


‘condition, and become the resort of credit; and 


tlrat the offenders may be brought to condiga 
punishment, at 


i 
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Borough of Evesham. | 
Setting forth, That they are deeply sensible 


of the deplorable estate of this kingdom, occa- 
_ gioned by the wicked and deliberate contri- 


vance of the South-Sea Directors, in concur- 
rence with those who trusted and employed 
them: and praying, that endeavours may be 
used to detect, and punish, such unparalleled 
crimes, and the authors thereof. 


Borough of Newark upon Trent. 


Sefting forth, That never was the cry more 
universal, or the occasion more - important, to 
see a whole kingdom deluded, impoverished, 
and affronted, by the wicked contrivances and 
machinations of the late infamous Directors of 
the South-Sea: and praying, That this House 
will persevere in the course they have begun, in 
detecting, and punishing, all offenders, of what 
title or quality soever, : 


Borough of Newbury. | 


Setting forth, That they having a just abhor- 
rence of the late villainous contrivance of the 
betrayers of their country, the deplorable state 
and uncommon miseries they labour under, by 
the fatal decay of trade, manufacture and pub- 


_ lic credit: and praying, that this House will 


proceed to punish the betrayers of their coun- 
uy: 2 | 
) City of Norwich. 


Setting forth, That they retain the deepest 
sense of the great encouragment given to 
their manufacture ; and, emboldened by so 
many great and signal favours’ conferred upon 
them, humbly beg leave to represent to this 
honourable House the calamitous condition of 
this once flourishing city; occasioned by the 
decay of trade, and loss of public credit; a 
distress brought upon them by the wicked con- 
trivance, and execrable villany, of a few mis 
creants, the late South Sea Directors, their 
aiders and abettors: And praying, that such 
measures may be taken as this House, in their 
great wisdom, shall think proper, to punis 
those offenders, who have been the ravagers 


of this nation, and whose greatness is built upon 


the ruin of their country. 


Borough of Newcastle under Line, — 


_ Setting forth, That they being under a deep 
sense of the present. misery, ruin, and confu- 
sion, brought upon them by the villainous and 


_detestable practices of the Directors of the 


South Sea, their powerful‘aiders and abettors, 
and praying, That this House will persevere to 
make all the authors of tiueir calamities, how 
great soever, an exemplary sacrifice to the loud 
eries, and just expectation, ofa deluded and 
injured people. 


Borough of Warwick. © 


-” $etting. forth, That the miseries brought 


wpon this nation by the late South Sea Direc- 
tors, and their accomplices, is netto be wondered 


4 
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at, that the many fatal effects of so vile and 
artful a conspiracy should give difficulties to the 
wisest counsels ; but they have the utmoat 
confidence, that neither the depth of their 
crimes, nor the.greatness of the criminals, will 
be able to elude the justice of this House: And 
praying, That-this House will continue to take 
such measures as may best conduce tothe re- 
storing publiqcredit, the recovering trade, and 
doing justice to an injured nation. . 


Borough of Oxford. 


Setting forth, That under the general miss | 


fortunes, they cannot but express their concern 
and testify their abhorrence of those fatal pro- 
jects and schemes, by which they have been oc- 
casioned ; and see their country pillaged and 
destroyed, its trade oppressed and ruined, and 
its credit sunk and lost, without crying out for 
justice: And praying, That this House will 
take such measures as may be proper to restore 
credit, revive trade, and doing justice to an in- 
jured nation, : e< 


Report from the Commitiee appointed to in- 
quire into the Value of the Estates of the South 
Sea Directors.] April17. Sir Thomas Crosse 
reported from the Committee, to whom it was 
referred to examine the several duplicates of 
the inventories or particulars of the estates of 
the late sub-governor, deputy governor, direc- 
tors, deputy cashier, and accountant, of the 
South Sea Company, delivered into this House ; 
and to make estimates of the balances of the 
said several duplicates; That the Committee 
had considered the matter to them referred ; 
and had made an estimate of the balances of the 
said several duplicates ; which they had direct- 
ed him to report to the House; and‘he read 
the same iu his place as follows; viz. : 
“In obedience to your order of the 27th of 

_ March last, whereby the said several dupli- 

‘cates of the inventories and particulars 

were referred to the consideratian of a. 
Committee, oS 


“ Your Committee, for that purpose appoint- 
ed, in pursuance of the said order, have em- 
ployed some part of their time in the inspecting 
and considering several of the said inventories 
and particulars: And, finding all or most of 
them to contain different methods in the com- 
putations of the said estates ; and setting forth 
generally the particulars of their several estates 
as they were upon the first day af Jane last : 
and then carry!ng on adiary, orjournal account, 
of their several transactions, from that day to 
the time they delivered in their inventories to 
the barons of the exchequer, pursuant to the 
act of parliament in that behalf. 

«« Your Committee found it impossible, or. at 
least exceedingly difficult, to represent to the 
House the just balances of their respective ac- 
counts, aver and besides the debts, and other 
engagements, wherewith their estates are .said 
to be charged and affected: | | 

‘‘ Thereupon your Committee, the better to 


- 
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ind certain way, and to put this matter in 
the fullest light that could be, for the informa- 
tion of the House, made several orders, where- 
by the said sub-governor, deputy governor, dt- 
rectors, deputy cashier, and accountant, were 
ordered to lay before your Committee an ac- 
count of the present estimate, or value, in mo- 
ney, of their several real and personal estates, 
couitained in the said inventories or particulars, 
in the most summary manner; and that, in 
such estimate, or valuation, they should esti- 
mate, or value their Bank stock,South Sea 
stock, and East India stock, at 150 per cent. 
one with another ; their Bank and Lottery An- 
nuities, lottery tickets, exchequer orders, East 
Iadia and Suuth Sea bonds, at par; their Long 
Annuities at 20 years purchase; their Short 
Annuities at 14 years purchase; and their 
other stocks and securities as they were cur- 
rently sold for, or valued at, upon the 25th 
day of March last : 

‘¢ That, in pursuance of the aforesaid Orders, 
the said syb-governor, deputy-governor, direc- 
tors, and deputy-cashier, attended your com- 
mittee, and left with them abstracts, in writing, 
of the estimated Values in inoney, of their se- 
veral real and personal Estates, comprised and 
mentioned in their said respective inventories 
and particulars; and have balanced the same 
in such manner as that the said several balances 
may be taken. as clear money, over and be- 
sides what they severally owe, or are indebted ; 
except some contracts for lands, and other 
thinys, which are under contest; and over and 
besides such settlements and provisions as they 
allege to have been made for their respective 
families: and Mr. Grigsby, not being able to 
attend the committee, sent his abstract, and 
balance, in the same form as the other: all 
‘which balances, amounting, together, to the 
sum of 2,014,123/. 16s. 7£d. your committee 
bave inserted in a schedule, and annexed the 
same to.this their report, shewing what each 
perseu’s particalar. balance amounts to. 

‘** Your committee craves leave to inform the 
House, that sir John Lambert having attended 
them, on the third day of April, with the ab- 
stract of his estate, and thereby stated Ins ba- 
lance to be 72,508/. 1s. 5d. he afterwards, on 
the 6th of April, attended again, and alleged, 
That he was mistaken in his said abstract; and 


desired your committee to receive: a supple-. 


mental paper, by which he would have reduced 
his balance, so delivered in as before, 22,6101. 
8s. 4d.; and thereby the said balance of 
72,5081. 1s. 5d. would have been not more 
than: 49,897/.'13s. 1d.: but, your committee, 
foreseeing the inconveniencies that might pro- 


-bably arise to them from others, by their re-. 


ceiving such’ paper, thought fit to reject the 
- game, and to take only a minate thereof, to en- 
able them to represent the fact to the House. 
‘6 As to the other part of your order, where- 
by your committee are directed to make their 
_ observations upon the said inventories and 
particulars; your committee crave leave to in- 


a 
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form the House, That the said inventories and 
particulars, are in themselves so voluminous, 
consist of such variety of transactions and 
thinzs, such great numbers of persons must ne-= 
cessarily be examined, aod ,so many difficulties 
will naturally arise, that your committee hum- 
bly conceive, that they cannot, in any reasop- 
able time, make such proper observations as 
will answer the intention and expectation of 
the House. ' 

All which your committee humbly. certify, 
and submit to the judgment of the House, 


A Schedule of the Balances. 
Sir John Blunt - - - 


- 185,349 10 8} 
Mr. Edmondson - - - -~ 5,365 O O 
Mr. Hawes - - - - 40,081 0 24 
Sir Win. Hammond - - - 22,707 4 2. 
Mr. Raymond - - - 64,373 6 8 
Mr. Gore - - - = = = 38,936 15 5 
Mr. Read - - © = = = 7,297 16 O 
Mr. Chester - - = © = 140,372 15 6 
Mr. Houlditch - - + += $89,527 10 4 
Sir Robert Chaplin - - - 45,875 14 5 
Mr. Reynélds - - - = 18,368 12 24 
Mr. Delaport - - - = 17,151 4 6 
Mr. Gibbon - - - - - 106,543 5 6 
‘Mr. Page - - - - - 34,817 12 3k. 
Sir Wm. Chapman - - 39,161 6 8£ 
Sir John Lambert - - - 72,508 1 5 
Mr. Grigsby - - + - = 31,687 6 0 
Mr. Tillard - - - - - 19,175 14 4 
Mr. Surman - = - - - 112,321 10 O.| 
Sir Jacob Jacobson - - - 11,481 4 O 
Sir John Fellows - - - 243,096 O 6 
Sir Lambert Blackwell - - 83,529 17 11 
Sir Theodore Janssen - = 243,244 $8 11 
Mr. Joy +--+ - -"- - 40,105. 2 0 
Mr. Ingram - - - - - 16,795 0 O 
Mr. Eyles - - - - - 34,329 16 7 
Mr. Sawbridge - - - - 77,254°1 8 
Mr. Morley - - - - - 1,869 10 3 
Mr. Horsey - = - - - 19,962 5 3 
Mr. Child - - - - = 52,437 19 1 
Mr. Astell - = - = = 27,750 19 8% 
Mr. Turner - - - - = 881 17 6 
Sir Harcourt Master - - 11,814 12 31 


Total 2,014,128 16 7% 


Petitions of the South Sea Directors for 
Compassion.} April 20. Five Petitions of 
Francis Eyles, Richard Horsey, William Astell, 
James Edmondson, and of William Tillard, late 
Directors of the South Sea Company, setting 
forth the case of the several Petitioners, and 
praying the Compassion and con#deration of 
the House, according to their respective cir- 
cumstances, were severally presented, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table; and Mr. Bro- 
drick, having acquainted the House, That the 
Committee of Secrecy, since their former Re- 
port had come to a farther knowledge of some 
matters, and were ready to lay a farther Re- 
port before the House, at such time as the 
House should appoint: it was ordered, that the 
said Report be received the next morning. 


: ‘ 


"| . 
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Txirp Report oF THE CoMMITTEE OF SE- 
CRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SouTH- 
Sea Company.] Aprit 21. After the reading 
of six Petitions of as many of the Jate Directors, 
and of a seventh of John Grigsby, late ac- 
comptant general of the South-Sea Company, 
‘ praying the consideration and compassion of 
the House. Mr. Brodrick presented the said 
Report; and afterwards delivered it in at the 
clerk’s table: Where the same was read ; and 
is as followeth; viz. - 


Tarp Report or THE ComMITTEE oF Sr- 
CRECY ON -THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
_ Sourn-Sea Company. _ : 


That the Committee of Secrecy appointed to 
_- inquire into all the proceedings relating to 
the execution of an act, passed the - last 
session of parlianient, intitled, An Act for 
enabling the South-Sea Company to increase 
their present capital stock, and fund,’ by 
redeeming such public debts and incum- 
brances as are therein mentioned; and for 
raising money, to ‘be applied for lessening 

_: several of the public debts and incam- 
brances; and for’ calling in the present 
Exchequer-Bills remaining” uncatcelled ; 
and for making forth new bills, in lieu 


thereof, to be circulated and exchanged, | 


upon demand, at or near the Exchequer ;” 
have proceeded further in the examination 
of the matters referred to them: And, ob- 
- serving, that, upon their former Reports, it 
was thought proper, that the examinations 
' referred to 
laid before the ‘House; and several other 
matters appearing ‘to your Committée fit 
for the consideration of the House, your 
Committee report the same m the words of 
the examinations themselves, and according 
to the papers laid before your Committee. 


Your Committee, in a.former Report, ac- 
quainted the House, That the indisposition of. 
Edmund Waller, esq. had prevented their Jay- 
ing before the House, in that report, amore 
particular aceount relating to the sum of 
794,4511. 15s. 9d. received and paid, by Turner 
and Company, upon the account of the said 
Mr. Waller, between the 28th of March 1719, 
and the 21st of November following: And, 
having since, viz. on the 22d of March 1720, 
“examined Mr. Waller, he saith,-That be did, 
from time to time, settle accounts with Mr. 
Aislabje, his father-in-law, of his transaetions 
in money and stock for him, and has not any 
account thegeof:. That he did keep some me- 
morandums of his said transactions in a book, 
which book he has since torn ; but says,- That 
he did keep a-copy of his accounts with the 
Sword-Blade Company: That he has, from 
time to time, destroyed all his papers and me- 
morandums relating to bie transactions for Mr. 
Aislabie; Says, He cannot tell what dealings 
he has bad im stock for. Mr. -Aidabie ; 
but that far the greatest part of bis trans- 
actions in stock were upon his-own ac 


a 


count : That 44,000. part of the balance of 
77,000/. due from the Sword-Blade Company, 
is the Examinant’s own money; and the re- 


‘maining 33,000/. belongs to Mr. Aislabie ; 


Being asked, Whether, at the time of his be- 
ginning to deal in stock, he was possessed of a 
considerable sum of money of his own, he re- 
fused to answer; alledging, It was his own 
private concern. | _ 
Your Committee afterwards received a letter 
from the said Mr. Waller, dated the 19th of 
April instant; wherein he desired to be again 
examined, to clear up any mistakes, if there 
were any, in his former examination; and to 
give the Committee the best information he 
could: Whereupon your Committee did take 
his further examination; which is as follows; 
He says, That, in February or March 1719, 
when he began to deal in stock, he had of the 
money of his mother, his brother, his own, and « 


_his wife’s fortune, about the suin of 20,0001. of 


which his wife’s fortune was 5,000/, which he 
had in bank notes ; that he employed the said 
20,000/. in buying stock. That he cannot tell 
how much of this 20,000/. was his own money. 
That he never-kept any account in writing of 
that part of the said 20,0007. which belonged to 


his mother and brother, but that he has told 


them, what belonged to them. That his mo- 
ther and brother gave him leave to employ 
their money in stock, but he never had any 


_ order in writidg from them for,that purpose, but 


has paid them several sums of money upon 
account thereof, and never took any. receipt, — 


y your Committee, should be order, or other writing from them concerning 
: : 


the same; that he has also transferred some 
bank stock to his brother. That the tearing of 
his books mentioned in his former examination, 
was at several times, the last of which was 
about the 22d of August 1720. - 

And your Committee inform the House, that 
the said. Mr. Waller, upon his said farther exa- 


‘mination, did declare, that there was not in the 


said book any article relating to Mr. Aislabie ; 
but this: appearing to be in direct contradiction 
to what he had said in his first examination, 
your Committee did not insert the same in this 
subsequent examination, signed by the said 
Mr. Waller, but think it proper to represent 
this matterto House the. _—s_. E- 
_ Your Committee having, in a former report, 
taken notice, that James Craggs, sen. esq. had 
30,0001. South-Sea stock taken in for him, or 
his friends, they sent for an account of trans- 
fers made to the said Mr. Craggs, which was 
accerdingly laid before them, a copy of which 
acegunt is hereunto annexed in the Appendix, 
No. 1, by whieh your Committee find, that « 
(ameng other great sums) there was on the 28th 
of March 1720, a sum of 30,000V. stock trans- 
ferred by Mr. Jacob Sawbridge (one of the 
partners of Turmer and Company) to.the said 
Mr. James Cragegs. ——— ' = 
And your Committee proceeded to examine 
the following persons. concerning the tranfers. 
.. Mr. Jacob Sawbridge (late one of the direc- 


' tore of the South-Sea Company, anda partner 
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pinning of. February 1719, b 
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\ 


with Turner and Company) says, that inthe be- 

i order of Mr. 
Robert Knight, - late cashier of the South-Sea 
Company, or Mr. Robert Surman his deputy, 
Turoer and Company -took in 30,000/. South- 
Sea stock, and gave Mr. Knight, or Mr, Surman, 
a note for the same, at which time Mr. Knight 


- paid into Turncr and company 67,020/. 1s. 8d. 


upon the general cash account between the said 
Turner and company, and Knight or Surman 


‘as cashier of the South-Sea Company; and 


_ that on the 28th of March foilowing, the exa- 


minant, by order of the said Knight or Surman, 


transferred the said stock to James Craggs, 


sen. esq. deceased, without receiving any 
money, or consideration from him for the same, 
and at the sametime teok up his said note, and 
believes it was upon the file, as other notes 
usually are. That he did, by the direction of 
this Committee the night before this examina- 
tion, (which was on the 19th of April instant) 
search upon the file, and not finding it there, 
he went to sir George Caswall to enquire after 
the said note, and ened him that in search- 
ing for the note on the file, he could not find it 
there; whereupon sir George told the exami- 
nant, that he himself had the note not long 
ago, and believed it was in his scrutoire, and 
accordingly sent his lady to search for it ; who 
returned while this examinant was there, and 


‘(as the examinant believes) brought several 


papers; upon which sir George Caswall told 
the examinant, he would look for the note, 
and send it to him the next morning, before 
he attended the Committee, if he could find 
it; but the examinant said, he had not then 
received it, nor had heard from sir G. Caswall. 
_ Hereupon your Committee sent for sir George 
Caswall, who being examined says, that about 
six weeks since, James Craggs, sen. esq; the 
post-master, désired the exnminant to look upon 
the files of Turner and company, for a note 


for the delivery of 30,000/. South-Sea stock, 


which had been signed by Jacob Sawbridge, 
(another of the partners of Turner and company, 
on account of himself and company) in these 
words, or to this éffect : : 

‘ I promise to deliver to Robert Knight, or 
¢ his order, or bearer, 30,000/. South-Sea stock 
‘ for value received ;’ and, (as he believes) was 
dated the 6th day of February, 1719, which 
note wascancelled, the stock therein mentioned, 
having been transferred to the said Mr. Craggs, 
according to the import of the said note. That. 
the examinant did desire the servants of Turner 


‘and company to look out this note, which the 


accordingly did, and found it cancelled, and on 
the file, and gave it to the examinant, who de- 


livered it to Mr. Craggs, supposing he/would: 


only have read and returned it; but he kept it ; 
saying, it might be of some use to him upon an 
occasion, upon which the examinant left it with 


‘him. That Mr. Craggs, nor any body by his 
order, never returned this note to the exami- 
nant, nor has the examinant seen it, till the 


morning on which he was examined ; that as he 
‘was com morning he was examined, to 
Vou VU, 
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attend the Committee, to -be examined, abeut - 
Somerset-house, brigadier Richards called out 
to the coach, which stopped, and he came to 
the coach side, and Mr. Huggins with him, 
and Mr. Huggins then” shewed the exa- 
minane the said note, with other papers an- 
nexed to it; but what those papers were, the. 


examinant does not know; whereupon Mr, 


Huggins said, that he did not know but the exa- 

inant might be asked something about that 
note, and there it was; that the examinant 
very well remembers it to be the same note 
which he had befwre delivered to Mr. Craggs as 
aforesaid, it being signed by Mr. Sawbridge, 
and the body of the note of the hand-writing of 
Mr, Knight; and Mr. Huggins then took the 
note out of the examinant’s hand, and gave it 
to brigadier Richards, and told the examinans 
that he might tell the Committee that the bri-_ 
gadier had it, and.would produce it; that two . 
or three days ago Mr. Sawbridge inquired of 
him where this note was, and he not then re~ 
collecting whether it was in his custody or no, 
did give directions to his wife to search for it in 


-his scrutoire, and found that he had it not, and 


says, that he knows nothiog of his own know-=' 
ledge of the transaction of this 30,0001. stock. . 

The said Mr. Surman being examined, says, 
that it appears by books of Turner, Caswall, 
and company, that frem the beginning of 
February 1719, to the 7th of March following, 
there was an account kept by them in the exas 
minant’s name, of sundry parcels of South-Sea 
stock, amounting to 125,000/. stock, for the use, 


and upon the account, of Mr. Knight, which 


account he believes to he true. 

_ That by this account it appears, that upon 
the 5th of February 1719, Mr. Knight paid to 
the said Turner and company the sum of 
67,020/. 1s. 8d. which he believes might be ac- 
cordingly paid out of the cash of the South-Sea 
company; and at the same time Mr. Knight 


‘received from Turner and company, a promis- 


sary note, to transfer 30,000/. South-Sea stock, 
value received. e | 

That James Craggs, esq. of the post-office, 
sent for the examinant about six weeks ago, 
and (as he believes) after Mr. Crages had been 
examined before this Committee, and told him, © 
he believed, that he (the examinant) would be 
examined in relation to 30,000/, stock, which 
he (Mr. Craggs) had of Mr. Knight; and he 
then peer an account,between himself and 
Mr. Knight, of South-Sea ‘stock bought or 


taken ‘in for him; by which it appeared that he 


was to have, upon balance, of Sir. Knight, 
30,0002. South-Sea stock, for which Mr. Knight, 
instead of making a transfer himself, gave him 
@ note under the hand of Jacob Sawbridge, to 


‘transfer 30,0001. stock, value received; which 


note Mr. Craggs shewed him cancelled, and (as 
the examinant believes) he had since this en- 


quiry began, got it from Sawbridge, which 1s 
not customary, notes being always, when dis 


eharged, delivered up to thé person, under whose 
hand they are, and should remain with them 
as vouchers, . 


35 
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said note of 30,000/, shewn him by Mr. Craggs, 


_, was the same note which Mr. Knight received 


from Turner and company, upon his paying 
them the before-mentioned sum of 67,0201. 1s. 
@d. That during the time that the preposals 
of the South-Sea Company,and the bill thereto 
relating, was depending in parliament, be ob- 
served the said Mr. Craggs more frequently with 
Mr. Knight, than any body else ; and believes 
lie influenced Mr. Knight in many things re- 
Jating to stock and subscriptions. That Mr. 
Craggs never mentioned this 50,0007. stock to 
the examinant, ull since the said Mr. Craggs’s 
examination. befure the Committee. Ife says, 
he had not any dealings with Mr. Craggs apon 
his own account, but that such transfers of 
stock, as he has made to Mr. Craggs, were 
made by Mr. Knight’s directions; and parti- 
cularly a sum of 4,0001. stock transferred the 4th 
_of March 1719, (being part of the sums men- 
tionéd in the said Appendix, No 1.) That he 
does not know that Mr. Crages pzid any mo- 
ney for this stock, and whether it was Mr. 
Knight’s or the Company’s stock,the examinant 
cannot tell. 

- Sir John Blunt being examined, says, that he 
was not privy to any of Mr. Craves’s transac- 
tiens, but has very often seen him at Mr. 
Knight's. As to the 30,0001. stock mentioned 
in the account now produced to him, and said 
to be transferred to Mr. Crages by Mr. Saw- 


_ bridge, he says, he can give no account thereof, 


save that he believes it is the samme Sum, men- 
tioned in bis former examination, to be hetd 
for the said Mr. Craggs. That he believes the 
éaid 30,000/. stock was bought by Mr. Knight, 
the 8th day of February 1719, upon jis own 
gecount, and is not charged to be sold by the 
Company, till the 27th day of February; (which 
is the time that Mr. Craggs desired the quantity 
of stuck, as the examinant has said in his for- 
mer examination) from which time, ull the 28th 
of March following, he believes it was held by 
the South-Sea Company, for the benefit of Mr. 
Craggs, to whom it appears to be transferred by 
Mr. Sawbridge on the said 28th of March. 
That Sawbridge and Company, were common 
names made use of by several persons, as trus- 
tees, to conceal the true buyers or sellers df 


_ Svath-Sea stock, 


' day of February, 1719, he says, that he did on 


~ = 


- South-Sea stock, and that sir George Caswall 


Mr. James Grammer being examined as to 
the sum of 2,000/. South-Sea stock, transferred 
by him to. James Craggs, sen. esq. on the 4th 


the 3d or 4th of February, 1719, sell 2,000. 


paid bim the money for it. That upon inspec- 
tion of the transfer books of the South-Sea 
* Company, on the day of his examination (being 
_tbe 19th of April instant) he finds tbat he 
transferred the said 2,000/. stock to Mr. 
Cragegs. | a 
Your committee further represent to the 
House, that they have discovered that the said 
Mr. Craggs had very considerable dealing in 


Sauth-Sea stock, with Mr. Matthew Weymond- 
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sold, a broker, between the 90th of January 
1719, and the 30th of May following, aniounting 
to 45,0001. stock ; dn account whereof, as the 
same has been delivered to your Committee; by 
the said Mr. Weymondsold, is hereutto aiinex- 
edin the Appendix, No. II. And your Cofit- 
mittee examining the said Mr. Weymiottdsold,: 
he says, that on the 26th of February 1749, 
James Craggs, sen. esq. gave the examinant 

direction to buy 20,000/. Soutli-Sea’ stock for 

hiiti; that the examinant did accordingly buy 
on that day 10,000/. South-Sea stock, for Mr. 
Cragys, for 17,4221. 10s.; 4000/. of which was 
trausferred by Mr. Surman to Mr. Craggs, the 
4th of March 1719, by order of the examinant; 
for which stock the examihant received ef Mr.’ 
Crages the sum df 6,9454 and paid the 
sum to Mr. Sarman, and the other 6,000. stock 
the examinant delivered to Turner arid coni- 

pany, by the order of and for the use of the 

said Mr. Craggs; and Turrier and cotipdny- 
paid the examinatit, by Mr. Craggs’s order, 
10,305?. for the same: That the examinant not 


. buying the whole 20,0001. so sooil as Mr. Craggs 


expected, the said Mr. Crages told the exami- 
nant, that Mr. John Humphreys had boaght 
for him the othér 10,0001. ‘That the exami- 
nant did, on the 4th of March 1719, by order 
of the said Mr, Craggs, deliver to Mr. Knight, 
another sum of 10,000/. South-Sea stock, for 
the usé of the said Mr. Craggs, and ‘that Mr. 
Knight paid the examinant 17,0007 for: the 
sane, that two or three days afterwards, the 
examinant, by directions of the said Mr. 
Craggs, took of Mr. Humphreys the said 
10,0602. South-Sea stock, which he had bought 
for Mr: Craggs, and paid him 17,500/. for the 
said stock, being the morey which he (the eta- 
minant) had before received of Mr. Knight as 
aforesaid. 2. | 
' Your cominittée, in the course of théit én< 
quiry; finding it necessary to be infornied what 
quantities of stock James Craggs, sett. é$q. de- 
ceased, had in his own right, at thé time of his 
death, directed the proper officers of the South- 
Sea Company, East-India Company, and Bahk 
of England, to lay before them acéounts thereof 
réspectively, to the end'yourComimittee might 


put what relates to the said James Craggs in as 


clear a light as possible, before this House, 
which accounts are as follows, viz,’ | 
Stock in the South-Seg Comipany, 87,0002. 
Stock in the East-India Company, 34,0001. 
Stock in the Bank of England, 1,0004,- 
Amounting in thé whiole to 122,000/. capital 
stock: Accounts whereof ‘are hereutits annexe 
ed in the before mentioned Appendix No. I, 
and inthe Appendix No. HI. 
Your Committee finding that sevéral brokers 
and others had been concerned if partnérship 
with Mr. Knight, in buying and selling’ great 
quantities of South-Sea stock, and in giving out 
money for refusals, your Committeé procetded 
to examine tbe several persons followiiy, rélat- 
ing thereto. — : 
Mr. Edward Owen béing examined, say$, 
that he was concerned jointly with Mr. Holditcs 


8 
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and Mr. Knight, in buying about 20,000/, 


South-Sea stock, in December 1719, which he 
believes at the time.of buying was to have been 


_ equally divided among them; but in a few days 


altering their mind, 

out at 851, loss. 
That Mr. Knight some time after told the 

examinaut, he had bought some stock for him- 


the same stock was sold 


_self, and if the examinant would have a part of 


it, Mr. Knight said, he would deliver it to him 
at the same price he paid for it, and the exami. 
nant did accordingly take of Mr. Knight 6,000/ 

St 134 to 135, and 4,0001. at 177 to 178, which 

geyeral prices he paid Mr. Knight by adjust- 
went, — . | 

That Mr. Knight told the examinant he had 
had a transaction in South-Sea stock (as the 

‘examinant beljeves) by which Mr. Knight gain- 

ed 2,500/. op thereabouts, and that he paid the 

examjnant 1,215/. 10s. 6d. for his own use, 
telling the examinant, that it was his share of 
that profit. | 
He says, that at the shutting of the books, in 
December 1719, it was a general talk, that 
something would be done to mend the South- 
Sea stock, and that he then heard it was likely 
some proposals would be offered to the House 
:of Commons relating to that matter: Being 
asked from whom he heard it, says, he believes 
he might have heard it from Mr. Knight, and. 
probably from some of the directors, — | 
' That some time before Christmas 1719, there 
.was a quantity of South:Sea stock bouglit and 
sold, in which this examinant, Mr. Knight, and 
_Mr. Strode, were concerned with Turner and 
,company, by which transaction the examinant 
_ gained for his part (to the best of bis rememe 

Braue) between 4 and 500/, 

That after the shutting of the South-Sea 
books, in December 1719, Mr. Strode bought 
large quantities of South-Sea stock, at different 
prices, some of which stock was sold, and the 
remainder taken and paid for; that these trans- 
_actions were on the account of the examinant, 
Mr. Strode, Turner and company, and Mr. 
Knight, who were equally concerned: That in 
the month of February, they, came to an adjust 
ment, and upon making up the whole account 

.o§ stock bought and refusals given, the exami- 
.mant received 10,500/. South-Sea stock as his 

share, ypon paying Mr. Strode 6,000/. or 

Ahereabouts: And as to the particulars of such 
transactions, he refers himself to Mr. Strode, 

who kept the accouat. — 

_ The said Sumugb Strode, being examined, 
_ gays, that he did on the 26th of February 1719, 
_ buy of George Steed 1,500/. stock at 1703, of 

Thomas Carbonnel 2,000/. at the same price; 
of Abraham Cordoso 2,000/. and of Moses 
Barrow, 14,5001. at the same price, which sums 
-were so bought by him on account of Elias 
- "Turner, sir Gecige Caswall, Mr. Sawbridge, 
and the examinant, who were partners therein, 
_ ,4n equal four parts. . aa 


That on the 31st of March 1720, Mr. Tes- 


tard, a broker, bought by this examinant’s di- 


. .FeChign, and far bis yse, the following sums vig. 


i 
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1,000/. at 304 per cent. 5,000/. at 305; 2,000/. 
at 306, 6,000/. at 308, and 6,000/. at 310; and 
the same day the examinant bought himself for 
his own use 2011. at 309, of Edward Adderly, 
2007. at 308, of James Round; that he paid 


| for all these sums by money or adjustments. , 


And this examinant says, that he did on the 
25th of March 1720, buy of Mr. Knight 1,000/, 
South Sea stock, for his own use, at the rate of 
3107, per cent. ‘ And the examinant says, that 
he was concerned in buying and selling several 
large quantities of South Sea stock, and in 
giving out money for'refusals of stock, in part- 
nership with the said Turner, Caswall, and Saw- 
bridge, Mr. .Knight, and Mr. Owen, viz. the 
said Turner, Caswall, and Sawbridge, and the 
examinant in one half, and Mr. Knight, and 


Mr. Owen, in the other half; the total of the 


stock, bought by them, and money given for re- 
fusals, amounting to about 695,000/. stock, ac- 
counts whereof are to this examination an- | 
nexed, and signed by him, which accounts, he 
says, are true. 7 


Mr. Richard 


Holditch, a late director, being 


examined, says, he was One concerned in bee 


ing and selling 15 or 20,0001. South Sea stock, 
and says he was concerned another time with 
Mr. Knight, in Holland, in buying stock there, . 
and selling it again, of which his part was about 
26,0001. stock, by which the examinant gained 
about 5,000/. and says he knows of no other 
transaction with Mr. Knight, or Mr. Owen, 
either in stock or subscriptions, since Michael- 
mas 1719, a | 
Your Committee being informed, that Joseph 
‘Shaw, broker, had been very much concerned, 
in buying and selling South Sea stock.tor Mr. 
Knight, they sent for the said Shaw, who being 
examined, says, that he had very large transac- 
tions with Mr. Knight, but Mr. Knight charged — 
him not to keep any account in his books, nor 
has the examinant any cash account with Mr. 
Knight, entered in any of his books, but gave it 
in, from day to day, on sheets of paper; that he 
always paid or gave notes or bills on goldsmiths 
for the stock aud subscriptions which he from 


‘time to time, sold for Mr. Knight, and which 


was delivered; that Mr. Knight was very angry 
with this examinant, on his giving into the! 
House of Lords an account of stock sold b 
him for Mr. Knight; that he desired the 
examinant to defer giving in the said account 
to the Lords, and that he would give him the 
names of persons for whom the stock was sold, 
which he should insert in that account: But 
this examinant did not receive such names 
from him. That this examinant was with Mr. 
Knight several times, two or three days before 
he went away, and Mr. Knight desired to see 
the account which this examinant intended to 
give in to the House of Lords, of stock bought 
and scld for him: that about the Thursday be- 
fore Mr.'Knight went away, this examinant in- 
‘quired, at the treasury office, where Mr. Kuight 
was; and was told, he was gone to the other 
‘end of the town; by which he understands, to 
some in the ministry, or the treasury ; produced 


7 
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his ledger-book, in the alphabet of which, Mr. 
Knight’s name 1s entered; but the three leaves, 
to which it refers, are torn out: Says, Those 
_Teaves were torn out by him, before the sittiog 
of parliament, by Mr. Knight’s direction, in the 
treasury, or some other room in the South Sea 
house: Says, There might be something and 
- some other names, in those three leaves, which 
fre not in the paper produced by him at his 
examination; That he knows of no lord, nor 


commoner, named in those three leaves, save’ 


what are in the said paper produced; which 
paper, he says, he took from his journal, from 
which the entries were posted into the said 
three leaves of the said ledger; but cannot 
say, that the same is an exact copy: produced 
several other bouks, several of the leaves of 
which are torn out, which concern Mr. Knight: 
That this examinant never kept a cash-book in 
his life: That all stock, bought and sold, is 
transferred or posted from his journal, produced 
at his examination, into his said ledgers: but 
the journal does not contain all the matters con- 
cerning money, that are entered in his ledgers : 
That page 80 and 81 are torn out of one of 
his ledgers: That page 9, 10, and 11, are torn 
out of another of his ledgers: That page 1, 2, 

| 3,4. 8, and 9, are torn out of another ledger, 
marked 3.: as also page 7, defaced; all which 
pages, he remembers, contained accounts of 
Mr. Knight; and are referred to in the several 
alphabets of those ledgers: That all these 
ledgers begin in January1719. 

Your Committee have other matters under 
their consideration, upon which they are pro- 
ceeding; and will, in a short time, lay the 
same before the House. - 


- The said Report was ordered to be taken 
into consideration upon this day sevennight. 


Debate in the Commons on the State of the 
Public Credit.| April 25. ° Mr. Shippen stood 
up, and took notice, That the House had sate 
a long while, and nothing had yet been done 
towards the restoring of Public Credit; that, 

indeed, a member of great parts and abilities 
had, at first, proposed a Scheme for that pur- 
pose; but that, instead of proving an effectual 
remedy, It appeared at last to be a mere pallia- 
tive, which had rather inflamed than alleviated 
the distemper: that by this time, a whole in- 
jured nation called aloud for vengeance; and 


af they neglected to hear the voice of the peo- 


ple, it would look as if they had a mind to pro- 
_voke them to do themselves justice. That it 
was ever his opinion, that the only effectual 
means to restore Credit, was tu call those to a 
strict account, who had ‘ruined it; and, in 
particular, all such as had applied any_part of 
the public moriey, intrusted in their hands, in 
stock jobbing, and bad raised vast fortunes b 
‘rebbingthe Public. And so he moved, “ Thatit 
be an instruction to the Committee of Secrecy, 
that they inquire what public money had been 
-employed by any treasurer, dashier, collector, 
receiver, or other oficer concerned in the re- 


4 


ceipt or payment of the public moncy, er of any . 


other part of his majesty’s' revenue, or by any 
in trust for them, or by their order, in buying 
stock or- subscriptions in the Sonth Sea, or any 


other company, or in annuities, or other parliae | 
‘meotary securities, or otherwise making use of,’ 


or employing the same, to their private ad 
vantage, since the 1st of December, 1719.” 
Sir William Wyndham secqnded this motion 3 
adding withal, ‘“‘ That there was reason to ap~ 
prehend, that the public money had not been 
administered with due ceconomy, particularly in 
relation to some foreign Troops, that were ia 
the pay of England and Holland, during the 


“last war, t6 whom great sums had of late heen 


allowed, on account of pretended arrears, after 
they had separated from the English general : 
and therefore be moved, That the late Com-. 
missioners appointed to-examine, state, and de- 
termine the Debts due to the Army, and to 
examine and state the demands of several 
foreign princes and states, for subsidies, during 
the late war, be ordered to lay before the 
House Copies of thé several warrants and sign- 
manuals, by virtue of which they issued any 
certificates.” Hereapon, | 
Mr. R. Walpole said, That he wondered to 
hear of such a motion, when alittle after the 
king’s coming to the crown, an act of parlia~ 
ment had been made for payment of. those 


‘arrears; and that the commissioners of ac- 


counts had, undoubtedly, acted according to the 


intent, and meaning of that act. To this 


Mr. Lechmere replied, That he was. not 
against the metion that sir William Wyndbam 
had made, neither on the other hand, was he. 
about to justify it: but he would freely tell the 
gentleman (meaning Mr. R. Walpole) who op- 
posed ‘it, That while the nation was under the 
pressure of heavy debts, he must expect that 
many euch motions would be made, in order to 
find out methods to ease the public burden. 


That as that gentleman was now in a higher 


post than formerly, so a great deal more 
was expected from him; the rather because the 
Scheme which he had proposed at the beginning 
of this session, for the raising the stocks, and re- 
sere public credit, had not had the desired 
eilect. : : my 
- Mr. R. Walpole replied, That it was known 
to every body, that he ever was against the 
South Sea scheme, and had done all that in his 
power lay, to binder its taking place : but now. 
the mischief was done, and things were brought | 
to such extremities, he thought it bis duty, and 
therefore was willing to try the best. method be 
could think of, to extricate the nation oyt of 
the difficulties into which they were plunged ;. 
that he did not pretend to work miracles; but 
only to use his utmost endeavours towards ree 
trieving the late misfortunes: That with this 
honest intention, he had promoted a scheme 
which had been laid before him, and appeared | 
the most plausible of any then proposed, for. 
restoring public credit :. That it could aot be 
denied, that while that scheme was pursued, it 


_had done some good, and kept up the price ef . 


stocks ; and that they fell since it had been. 


~ 
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laid aside.. That, however, he never intended 
to raise stocks above the intrinsic value, for 
that would bring us again into the same un- 
‘happy circumstances which the raising of them 
“had before occasioned. He afterwards lament- 
ed the ill disposition of some persons, who, in- 
‘stead of concurring with others in remedying 
the present distempers, used all possible means 
. to irritate and exasperate the minds of the peo- 
le: and concluded with amotion “ That a day 
‘be appointed to consider of the State of the 
Pubhe Credit of the Kingdom.” ‘This motion 
was unanimously agreed to, and that day seven- 
night appointed for that purpose. © | 


The. Commons take into Consideration that 
Part of the-Reports of the Committee of Se- 
crecy which relates to Mr. Craggs, sen.|] April 
28. The Commons proceeded to take into con- 
sidératiuvn those parts of the Reports of the 
.Committee of Secrecy, as related to James 
Craggs, esq.. deceased, late Post-Master-Ge- 
.neral, which having been read, Mr. Broderick 
moved, Thatthe said Mr. Craggs having taken 
40,000/. South Sea stock, without paying for it, 
"OF giving sufficient security for the payment of 
the same, his estate might be made liable to the 
same forfeitures with those of the late Di- 
rectors, Hereupon : 

Mr. Grey Neville desired, That the gentle- 
men concerned in this affair, two of whom 
were members of the House, might first be 
heard by their counsel, and produce what wit- 
nesses they had, before the House came to any 
resolution in this matter. — ee 

Mr. Robert Walpole seconded him, and in 
particular, said, He hoped the House would 
not break their known rules, which were, not 
to condemn any one without first hearing them; 

-and sure they would not deny this piece of 
_ justice to their own members. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole spoke to the same pur¢ 
pose ; and then | , 

Mr. Trefusis, member for Penryn, stood up, 
and said, That neither he nor Mr. Newsham 
were at all prepared, not expecting that this 
affair would have come on this day, because 
there was another part in the Report before it, 


‘and therefore he desired the House would give. 


them time to get their witnesses: He added, 
‘ He never had been used to speak in the House, 
or but very rarely, and his brother-in law, Mr. 
Newsham, member for Lestwithiel, not at all, 
which he hoped the House would take into 
consideration, and allow them counsel to speak 
for them: That by Mr. Craggs’s death, his 
estate was devolved to them and Mr, Elliot, 
in fight of their wives, the deceased’sethree 
‘daughters: Thatthere was no manner of crime 
laid to their charge; and since Mr. Craygs was 
dead, and could not answer for himself, he 
hoped the House would allow them time and 
counsel. 
This was opposed by sir Joseph Jekyll: but 
“Mr. Robert Walpole said, That since the two 
gentlemen concerned had not been used to speak 
mm the House, and therefore were not likely to 


make so good a defence as otherwise they 
might, he thought it reasonable to allow them 
counsel, and give them time to prepare. To 
this - : Pee tag | 
Mr. Lechmere replied, That it might, indeed, 
seem somewhat hard to deny counsel to gentle- 
men who were not used to speak in the Houses 
but he doubted not but that good natured gen- 
tleman that spoke last, who had so good a ca- 
pacity, and was so able to advise them, would 
sit by them, «thd by his assistance be as useful 
to them, asif they had counsel, as he had been _ 
to several others in the like case. - 2 
No return was made to this reply, upon which 
the motion for allowing counsel was dropt. 


~The Commons resolve ‘that the Estate ‘of the 
late Mr. Craggs be applied to the Relief of the. 
South Sea Sufferers.) May 1: The order of 
the day-for taking into consideration those 
parts of the Reports from the Committee of Se- 
crecy, which related to Mr. James Craggs, de~ 
ceased, late postrnaster general, being read, 
and several evidences being examined, the 
House came to the following Resolutions ; - 

‘1. “ That it appeats to the House, that James 
Crages, esq. late postmaster general, did, in 
February 1719, during the time that the pro- 
posals of the South Sea Company were de- 
pending in parliament, with a corrupt intene , 
tion, appy to and solicit Robert Knight, late 
cashier of the said Campany, for a large quan- 
tity of South Sea stock, to be held by the said 
Company for his’ own use and benefit. 

2. “‘ That on or about the 27th of February, 
1711, asum of 30,000/. capital stock of the 
South Sea Company, which had: been taken 
in, and paid furout of the cash of the said 
Company, was, upon the solicitation of the 
said James Craggs, held by the said Company 
for the use and benefit of the said James Craggs, 
which said 30,000/. stock was afterwards, on 
the 28th of March, 1720, transferred to the 
said James Craggs. | 

sas’ that on the 4th of March, 1719, a 
farther sum of 10,000/. capital stock of the 
South Sea Company, was taken in, and paid for 
it out of thé cash of the said Company, by the 
said Robert Knight, for the use and benefit of 
the said James Craggs, | | 

4. “ That the said James Crages was a no- 
torious accomplice and confederate with the 
said Robeft Knight, and some of the late Di- 
rectors of the South Sea Company, in carrying 
on their corrupt and scandalous practices, and 
did, by his wicked influence, and for Bis own: 
exorbitant gain,promote and encourage the pers 
Dicious execution of the late South Sea scheme. 

5. “ That all the Estate, real and’ personal, of . . 
which thé said James Craggs was seized or 
possessed from and after the 1st day of Dea 
1719, (over and above what he stood seized or 
possessed of on the said 1st day of December) 
be applied for and towards the relief of . the 
unhappy sufferers, in the Sonth Sea. Cowpany, 
and for deterring all persons from committing. 
the like wicked practices ‘ time to come,” - 


‘ 


~ 
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Debate in the Commons on the State of the: 


Public Credit.}| May 2. The Commons, ina 
Committee of the whole House, took into con- 
sideration the Public Credit of this kingdom, 
and after reading the Proceedings and Resolu- 
tions of the general court of the South Sea 
Company, held the 23rd of December, 1720, as 
glso the Resolutions of the general court of the 


said Company, held the 9th and 18th days of 
March, 1720, relating to the tour money-sub-. 


pcriptions, . 
Mr. Sloper opened the debate, and took no- 
tice, that one of the principal causes of the 
uin of Public Credit, was the fraudulent deal- 


ing of the South Sea directors, with the pro- : 
prietors of the redeemables, and other public | 
He 


debts, and with the money-subscribers. 
was seconded by the Master of the Rolls, and 
backed by Mr. Hutcheson and the Chancellor 
ef the Duchy, who all concluded, that some re- 
lief ought to be given to the said subscribers. 
Mr. Milner was of the same opinion, and 
thereupon moved, that the seven millions due 
from the South Sea Company to the govern- 
ment be remitted. This was strenuously op- 
posed by 7 
; Mr. Smith, who shewed how. absurd it was, 
to pretend to retrieve Public Credit, by re- 
mitting, that is by taking from the public, so 
great a sum, to give it to private persons: he 
owned that they who had suffered by the fraud 


pnd mismanagement of the late South Sea di- : 
rectors, were worthy objects of compassion ; | 


but that they ought to be relieved out of the 


estates of those who had occasioned their losses, | 
| whereupon 


and not out of the public maeney. 


This was answered by Mr. Horatio Walpole, : 


-pho was for Mr. Milner’s motion; as were 


also the lord Tyrconnel, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. 


Robert Walpole, col. Bladen, and some others, 
and though they were opposed by Mr. Shippen, 


gerjeant Pengelly, and a few more, yet the: 


uestion being put, upon Mr, Mjlner’s motion, 
it was carried in the affirmative by 221 voices 
against 194.* 


Papers relating to Mr. Knight presented. ] 
May 6. Mr. Methuen, by the king’s com- 
_mand, laid before the House copies of several 
Letters and Papers relating to Mr. Knight, 
which were read; particularly, a Letter frora 
Mr. Leathes, the British resident at Brussels, 
containing an account of the excuses and pre- 


* “The most remarkable passage in this: 


) day’s debate, was Mr. Shippen’s naming a 


Great Lady, who had a considerable quantity | 


of South Sea stock given her; and afterwards 
telling a story of Alice Pearce, a celebrated 
mistress of king Henry III. who having made a 
breach between the king and the Black Prince, 


was twice removed from court, by the interpo- - 
sition and solicitation of the then Speaker of } 
This story being ' 
looked upon as implying an odious parallel, : 


the House of Commons. 


some 


col. Bladen animadverted ypon it with 
warmth,” Political State. | 


tences made use of to elude his instances for 
ae delivering up of the said Mr. Knight. 
Those excyses were thought so frivolous, that a 
ynotion was made for prohibiting the importa- 
tion of all commodities of the growth and ma- 


nofacture of the Austrian Netherlands, parti- 


cularly lace’ and Jawn, till such time as Mr. 
Knight had been delivered up and sent over : 
but it was thought more proper, that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to consider of the State of 
the Trade hetween this kingdom and the Aug- 
trian Netherlands, and to report the same, as jt 
should appear to them, to the House; which 
Committee was appointed. | 


A Motion in favour of Mr. Aislabie rejected.} 
Then a motion was made, that it might be am 
instruction to the Grand Committee on the 
Bill, ¢ For the relief of the unhappy sufferers,” 
&c. that they should receive a clause, that the 
paternal estate of Mr. Aislabie might not be 
liable to the same forfeitures with the other part. 
of his estate; but though this motion was 
strongly supported by three members, yet it was 


rejected with general indignation. | 


Mr. Vernon expelled the House, for a Cor- 
rupt Application in favour of Mr. Aislabie.} 
May 8. Sir Joseph Jekyll, master of the rolls, 
acquainted the House, that he was directed b 
the Committee of Secrecy to acquaint the 
House, of an application made to a member 
of the said Committee, relating to a matter de- 
pending before this House, and thereupon 
named the hon. general Rosse, as the gentle- 
man ‘to whom such application was made ; 


General Rosse acquainted the House that 
that morping, while he was at the said Com- 


mittee, he received a solace a gentleman 


was at the door to speak with him, and he went 
out; and fuund there Thomas Vervon, esq. @ 
member of this House, who desired him to go 
into a little room near, whither be went; and 
Mr. Vernon acquainted him, that he had 
something to say to hun, which he desired 
might go no farther; whereupon general 
Rosse told'him, be hoped he had nothing to 
say to him which might be improper for him 


to hear; after which, Mr, Vernon told him, 


there was a disposition in the House to be fa- 
vourable to Mr. Aislabie, in the Bill ppon 
which the House was to be in a Committee 
that day, and that it was in his power to do 
him service, and for the same, Mr. Aislabie 
would make him apy acknowledgment, and in 
any manner be should think fits; upon which. 
Mr. Rosse, from what he first said, concluding 
it was upon some corrupt matter, left him in a 
passion, and thought it his duty te acquaint the 
Committee of Secrecy therewith, and the said 
Committee thought it was proper to have the 
matter laid before the House. To this matter 

Mr. Vernon was heard in his place, and 


owned the said words and circymstances 5 


withal declaring, That he did not miention or 
intend any thing of money, or any ather core 
rupt matter, and begged the pardon of the gene 


« 
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tlemar and of the House, if he had committed 
any offence, he saying the words without any 
corrdpt ititentuon; and only on account of 
friendship, being nearly related to Mr. Aisla- 
bie, add then Mr. Vernon withdrew. 

Hereupon it was resolved, “1. That it ap- 
pears to this House, that Thomas Vernon, esq. 
a member of this House, hath made a corrupt 
application to general Rosse, a member of this 
Howse, and one of the Committee of Secrecy, 
a relation to a matter depending before this 

ouse. 2, That the said Thomas Vernon, esq. 
be for his sald offence expelled this House.” 
it was also ordered, ‘“¢ That the thanks of this 

House be given to general Rosse, for the jus- 
ticé he liad done to this House and to bis coun- 
'€ty, in laying the application made to him by 
Thomas Vernon, esq. before this House.” And 
Mir. Speaker gave him the thanks of the House 
accordingly. 

After this, the Commons, in a grand ¢om- 
frattée, madd some progress in the Bill for re- 
lief of the unhappy Sufferers in the South Sea 
Company, &c. and added Mr, Aislabie’s name 
and estate. . 


Fourts Report oF THE ComMITTEE OF Sz- |' 


€RECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THESOUTHSEa 
Company.| May 22. Mr. Clayton, Chairman 
of the Committee of Secrecy, during the indis- 
position of Mr. Brodrick, delivered to the 
House the following Report: 


Fourtn Report or THs ComMiItTEE oF SE- 
-GRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF ' THE 
Sout Sea Company. 


The Committee of Secrecy appointed to en- 
quire into all the proceedings relating to the 
_ Execution of an Act, passed in the last ses- 
sion of parliament, intitled, “* An Act for 
_ enabling the South Sea Company to increase 
their present capital stock, and fund, by re- 
deeming such public debts and incumbrances 
- ‘as are therein mentioned; and for raising 
' mohey, be applied for lessening several of 
the public debts and incumbrances; and for 
ealling in the present Exchequer Bills re- 
‘maining uncancelled; and for making forth 
new. Bills, in heu thereof, to be circulated 
and exchanged, upon demand, at or near 
the Exchequer ;” since their former Report, 
having bad intimation given them, 


_’ That sevéral large sunis of money had been 
fent to divers persons mentioned in the book 
of loans, formerly laid before this House by 
the fate Directors of the South Sea Conrpany ; 
for security whereof no stock hath been ac- 
tudlly transferred; they did, by their order 
beariny date the 24th day of April last past, 
direct the present Sub Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, and Directors, of the South Sea 
Compuny, to lay before them an account of 
the tlamés of all persotts who are méntioned in 
the said book of loans to have borrowed money 
on stuck, and the sums by them respectively 
‘borrowed, for secarity whereof no actual trans- 


fer of stock had been made ; pursuant to which 
order, upow the 19th day of May instant, thé 
said court of Directors did lay before your 
Committee a boak, by them intitled,; ‘ An Ac- 
‘ count of the names of such persons to whom 
‘loans. have been inade on Soutly Sea stock ; 
‘ who, at the time when such loans were made, 
‘do not appear, by any hooks, to have trans- 
‘ ferred stock to the South Sea Company, for the’ 
‘ security thereof :’ And the court of Direetorg 
liave added to the said title the words following, 
‘ But, as all uo most of the money lent was by 
‘ granting permits to any name without distine- 
‘tion, or ahy regard had by whom the stuck 
‘was transferred; it 1s doubted, that this ac- 
‘count may be very defective ; and it is pro 
‘ bable, that many of the names herein tay 
‘ be fictitious, and that many others may be 
‘able to shew how, and by whom, the stock 
‘for the money lent them respectively wag | 
‘really transferred, if they should be called 
‘upon so todo.’ And your committee observe, 
that the last mentioned book contains the 
names of several persons mentioned in the 
aforesaid’ book of lqans, to have borrowed 
money upon stock, to the amount of 2,181,944, 
11s. upon the security of 578,888/. stock, which | 
doth not appear to have been transferréd to © 
the use of the Company. 7 

And in relation to this matter yoar Conymit. 
tee proceeded t@ examine, in the most solémn 
manner, the several persons folowing, and dé 
now lay before the House, the examination by 
them taken, in the words of the examinations 
themselves. 

Mr. Charles Lockyer, accountant to thé 
South Sea Company, says, that he hath care- 
fully examined the books of loans, and the 
books of transfers of the satd Company, by 
order of the Committee of Secrecy ; and upon 
the inspection of the said books does find, that 
the sum of 2,181,944/. 11s. has been lent by 
the said Company, at several times, to the par- 
ticular persons mentioned in an account drawn 
out by this examinant, upon the sum of 
578,8881. stock, supposed to be transferred to 
the. use of the said Company, asa security fort 
such ‘money; -but this examinant, upon the 
strictest examination of the booksand accounts 
belonging to the South Sea Company, cannot 
find or discover, that any of the said persons, 
or any other for them, at the respective times 
of the loans made to them, did make, or cause 
to be made, any transfer of such stock, upon’ 
which the said Joans are entered to he made, — 
of of any stock whatsoever, unto or for the 
use of the Company, for securing the repay= 
ment of the money then borrowed, amounting 
in the whole to the aforesaid sum of 2,181,9440, 
11s. And this exarhinant does not know that © 
any stock was transferred by, or for the said 
persons, for the security of the said money, ot 
any part thereof. 

Sir John Blunt being examined, says, he 
takes it, there was a good deal of money lent 
to the persons who had buught stock; and in 
such cage the real bosrowers were not the 


_ 3 
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traosferrers, but ahe persons of whom they: 


had bought, transferred the stock to Mr. 
Knight, Surman,.or Powell, for securing the 
money lent. by. the Company. He says, he 


really believes that Mr. Knight generally made. 
- good the stock which be has charged the Com-. 
pany to have lent money upon, though he has: 


heard that some. persons are charged wiih bor- 
rowing money, who never did borrow any. 
He says, he helieves there is a considerable 
quantity of stock on which money is said ta be 
Jeat, where no stock is transferred; and the 


examinant apprehends that great part of that. 


deficiency will be-fouod among the 574,500/. 
fictitious stock, said to be sold, which he 
believes has been transferred to the loan ao- 
count. : _ 
Mr. Robert Surman, being examined, as to 
the account of loans where no transfers appear 
to be. made, says, that he believes that Mr. 
Knight; having accounts of stock with several 
persons, he carried their stock to the account. 
of loans, He says, when the loans were at 
first begun to be made, there were several 
waste books kept, wherein the sums lent out 
were first entered, and all the papers and me- 
morandums relating to the Joans were given to 
Mr. Clayton, a clerk in the South Sea house, 
but he does not remember whether he has seen 
those books since the enquiry beganorno. He 
says, that the ledgers of the loans (he believes) 
were made up about a month before Mr. 
Knight went away: Says, he believes that se- 


' veral of the persons who had the fictitious 


stock, had money lent upon it on the Com- 
pany’s account; and in such cases no transfers 
could be made; and he believes that part of 
the 578,888/. stock, on which money has been 
lent without transfers (appearing in the account 
now produced to him) is part of the 574,500/. 
&ctitious stock. A 

The said Christopher Clayton, being here- 
upon examined by your Committee, says, he 
and the clerks under him, did, by direction of 
the committee of loans, and of Mr. Knight, 
make up the account of Icans from books 
which he now believes are at. the South Sea 
house, in the custody of Mr. De Gols ; thatthe 
instructions given him, were to make the ac- 
count from the copies of the journals: that Mr. 
Knight perused this account when made, and 
examined it, and corrected it by the journals 
end other books of his own; that Mr. Knight 
had the custody of.the orginal journals; and 
before the copies from which this examinant 
took the account were made, the- examinant 
believes that. Mr. Knight made some additions 
to the original journals from his own books. 
Says, that he never. had any instructions or 
order from. Mr. Knight, or any other person, 
to make this account in such a manner, as 


mot to exceed the regulations of 4001 per 


cent. . 


After reading the said Report, Mr. Clayton 
acquainted the House, that the Committee 
were preparing a draught of @ Report, relating 


4 
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to several members of. both Houses, mentioned 
i the account .of steck sold, ‘Jaid before this 
House, and relating to all other members of 
this House mentioned .in any, examination 
taken by the said committee, and desired the 
House to appoint a day for..receiving such Re- 
port: whereupon it was ordered, that.the said 
Report be received upon that day fortnight. 


. Debate in the:Commons concerning the Allow- 
ances to be given to the South Sea Directors 
out of their Estates.*] May 23. In a grand 
Committee, a farther progress was made in the 
Bill, ‘ For the. Relief of the unhappy Sufferers 
in the South Sea. Company ;’ and thd chief 
matter in debate was, what allowance. should 


-be given to the late directors out of their 


estates? - 44 

Mr. Lowndes proposed an- eighth part; to 
which it was objected, That it would be tao 
much for.some who had the.-most . bulky 
estates, and consequently had been deepest ia 
the guilt; and. too Jittle for others that had- 
but small estates,.and were only passively cri- 
minal, by not entering their dissent te the 
fraudulent management of the rest, 


_-+ May.25. The Commons, ina grand Com- | 


mitte, on the South Sea Sufferers’ Bul, cesumed 
the consideration of the Petitions of, the. late 
Directors of the. South Sea Company. The 
debate began with sir John Fellows, the sub- 
governor, in whose behalf - 
_ Mr. Sloper moved, That. since it did not 
appear that he had been so active, in. the: late 
vile and pernicious practices as. some others 
had, he might be allowed 20,000/..aut of his 
estate. ; ee aii eat 
Mr. Hungerford reduced it to.15,0001. others. 
to 12,000/, and Mr. Robert Walpole having at 


* << After all the pains that have been taken © 
to detect the villainies of the Directors. and 
their friends, I am afraid they will at last slip 
through their fingers, and that nothing further 
will be done as to confiscation, hanging, &c. 
There certainly is a majority in the House of 
Commons, that are willing to do themselves 
and the kingdom justice ; but they act so little 
in concert together, that they are constantly 
baffled by a set of men whom guilt, money, 
&c. have linked in the closest bond. I¢ is ime 
possible to tell you of what. infinite conse- 
quence the absence of a friend of yours. i at 
this time, and how uneasy the geoerality - of 
mankind is at it. He is, without complimens, 
the spring that gives motion to. the whole 
body; and the only man that eitber can or 
will set matters in a true light, and expose and 
baffle the schemes of the Skreen, &c.—The 
House were five hours in a. committee last 
Friday upon the director’s bill, and were 
amused and. bantered the whole time by ques» 
tions and amendments proposed by the Skreen, 
&c. so that.they rose at last without coming to 
any resolution.” -Coxe’s Walpole. Corres 
pondence: Ma St, Jobn Brodrick to lord 
Middleton, op Fay sh 
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fast proposed 10,0004. the same was agreed to 


without any division. Mr. Joye, deputy-go- 


vernor, appearing to have been deeply con- 
cerned in the guilt, it was agreed to allow him 
‘Only 5,000/. | | 

len the Committee proceeded alphabeti- 
tally to the directors, and it was unanimous 


agreed to allow Mr. Astell 5,000/, 


A debate arising, whether to allow sir Lam- 
bert Blackwell 5,000/. or 10,000/. and he hav- 
ing many friends in the House, it was, upon a 
division, carried for 10,000/. by 112 votes 
against 108. aT ; 

After this, there was a long debate about 


sir John Blunt; Mr. Laurence Carter moved to. 


allow himonly ts.; lord James Cavendish 1,0C0/. 
and Mr. Plummer 5,000/.; sir Joseph Jekyll 
moved for 10,000/.; and was seconded by ge- 
nieral Ross, lerd Molesworth, Mr. Jefteries, 
and: Mr. Windsor, who all spoke very warmly 
on his behalf; alledging, that he had been 
more ingenuvus in his examination beforg the 
Secret Committee, than any of the late direc- 
tors; and had let them into a great many 
secrets, which otherwise they could not have 
known. To this it was answered, by Mr. 
Sloper, Mr. Milner, Mr. John Smith, and ‘Mr. 


Horatio Walpole, ‘“‘ That he had been the chief 


contriver and promoter of all the mischief, and 
therefore vaght to be most severely punished.” 
- Me. Sloper added, That be was grown to 
that height of pride and insolerce last summer, 
that he could not give a civil answer to persons 


far above him. And thereupon instanced in his 


behaviour one day, at the treasury, of which he 
was himself witness, when a relation of a great 
man, asking sir John for a subscription, the 
upstart krtight, with apreat deal of contempt, 
bid him go to his cousin Walpole, and desire 


him to sell his stock in the Bank, apd by that | 


means he might be sapplied. Hereupon 
- Mr. Robert Walpole shewed, That sir John 
Blunt was a projector of many years standing; 
and ‘had been the ‘author of several fallacious 
schemes, by which unwary people had been 
drawn in to their utter ruin. And to this pur- 
posé, instanced a project for a lineu manufac- 
tory; bat re pe 

Mr. Horatio Walpole said thereupon, That 
was not his first; for there was a gentleman 


that sat mext-to him, [meaning Mr. Jessop] 
whom sir Joho had drawn into a project for 


bringing Water to London from a great dis- 
tance, which was-to out-do the New River 
Water, by which the subscribers lost all their 
money, though sir John himself got some thou- 
sands by it. oe oe oe 
' This was confirmed by Mr. Jessop himself; 
nevertheless, the Be Fon cee EY 

« Lord Hinchingbroke: moved fer allowing sir 


John Blunt 10,000/, urging, That the Sccret. 


Committee had promised him favour for his 

openness in his examination; upon which 

_- General Ross desired, That the noble mem- 
ber who spoke last might explain hunself, since 

' hheseetmed to intimate, ‘as if the Secret Com- 

mittee had used underhand dealings. Adding, 
You, VIL | | 


- 
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that for his part he knew ‘of no promise ever 
made to sir John Blunt upon that account; 
that ‘he was sure he never made any ; and he 
believed he could answer for all the rest, that 
there never was any such thing intimated tc 
sir Joho. 

' The Lord Hinchingbreke replied, that if that 
honourable member would tepeat his words as 
he spoke them, he would explain himself: 

Upon which the matter dropped. Then | 
the question being put, for allowing sir John 
Blunt 1,000/. it was carried in the affirmative, 
by 138 votes against 94. 

It was observed, that Mr. Lechmere, Mr. ~ 
Hutcheson, and serjeant Pengelly went out of 
the House, before the debate about particular 
persons came on; and that Mr. Lechmere 
only took. notice, “ That, the late directors 
were all equally guilty of a breach of trust, 
and therefore ought all to be punished; but 
that their crimes not being equally: flagrant, 


he thought there ought to be a difference in 


their punishment.” 


Frets Report orp tue Committee cr Se- 
CRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SoUTH- 
Sea Company.} May 26. Mr. Clayton, from 
the Committee of Secrecy, reported to the 
House, That it appeared to the said Committee 
that Mr. Christopher Clayton, a Clerk in the 
treasury office of the South-Sea Company, had 
endeavoured, by Threats and Menaces, to 
suppress the Evidence which Samuel Watts, 
another clerk in the said office, was able to 
give to the said Committee ;_ which report he 
read in his place, as follows ; viz. 

f i 
Firth Report oF THE CoMMITTEE oF Sr- 
CRECY .ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
Soutu-Sra Company. | 


That the Committee of Secrecy appointed 
to inquire into all the proceedings relating 
to the execution of an Act passed the 
last session of parliament, intitled, ‘“ An 
Act for enabling the South-Sea Company . 
to increase their present Capital Stoek, and 
Fund; by redéeming such public Debts and In- 
cumbrances us are therein mentioned ; and for 
raising Money, to be applied for lessening se- 
veral of the public Debts and Incumbrances ; 


_and for calling in the’ presént Exchequer-Bills 


remaining uncancelled ; and ‘for making ‘forth 


new Bills, in lieu thereof, to: be circulated and 


exchanged, upon demand, at of near the Ex- 
Chequer; Having, of the 25th of May instant, 
examined; in the most solemn manner, Samuel 
Watts, a clerk in the Treasury-Office of the 


‘South-Sea Company; he says, That, some 


Gme in January last, about a fortnight after the 
first meeting of the Secret Committee, at the’ 
South-Sea House, Mr. Lockyer came up into 
the Treasury-room, from.the Secret Committee, 
and said, They wanted Mr. Christopher Clay- 
ton, then a clerk to the South-Sea Company : 
Who not being there, he asked for the exami- 
nant; who said; “ Heream I :”’ Andthen Mr. 
Lockyer inquired of the examinant, Who the 
3 hs | 
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clerks were that made out the Books of 
Loans: and the examinant acquainted him, 
that himself, James Ottey, George Wol- 
ley, and Stephen Crisp, were clerks em- 
ites in making out those books; and thea 

r, Lockyer went down stairs, and desired the 
examinant not to beout of the way : that, soon 
after, the said Mr. Clayton came in; and the 
examinant told him, The committee wanted bim 
below stairs: Clayton then asked him, if the 
examinant knew for what the committee wanted 
him: the examinant replied, he did not know ; 
but that Mr. Lockyer had desired him to at- 
‘tend : upon which Clayton said, He bad heard 
the examinant had given Mr. Lockyer the names 
of the clerks who assisted him in making out the 
books of Loans: upon this, Clayton said, with 
3 curse, “* What had: you to do to tell their 
names? If you fad a mind to bring yourself 
into a premunire, why should you bring them [ 
Am not I sufficient to give an account for them ?” 
And, walking about the room ip a passion, said, 
That the examinant had nothing to do to dis- 
cover any thing; especially to Mr. Lockyer, 
who was a rogue, anda villain, and had‘dis- 
covered all: and that he would therefore be 
despised, and pissed upon, by every body : 
and then said, That, if this examinant’ was 
summoned before the Committee of Secrecy, he 
was to answer,’ That he knew nothing, but that 
the examinant was subordinate to him; ate 
that what the examisiant had done, was by his 
directions, and he was answerable for it ; and, 
laying his‘hands violently on this exantiaant’s 
face, squeezed his jaws very hatd, and éaid, if 
the examinant discovered any thing, he would 
be the death of him: 3 

That Clayton then asked the examinant, 

What he didknow ; to which the examinant 
replied, He knew enough; and that, when be 
was examined before his betters, he would tell 
the truth: Clayton asked again, what the exa- 
minant did know; to which the examinant an- 
swered, he should know in time. | 
_ Your Committee are proceeding in the further 

Examination of the ‘Matters referred to them ; 

ne will speedily lay the game before the 

ouse. : 


' Resolution thereon.] The House immediately 
came to this Resolution, “That Mr. Christo- 
pher Clayton, a clerk jn the Treasury-Office 
of the Ssuth-Sea Company, by endeavouring to 


prevail with Mr. Samyel Watts, another clerk. 


" an the said office, by threats and menaces, to 
suppress the Evidence which he was able to 
give to the Committee of Secrecy, was guilty 
ofa high Crime and Misdemesnour :” and it 
was ordered, “ That the said Mr. Christopher 
Clayton be, for his said offence, committed 
Prisoner to his majesty’s prison of the Gate- 
House.” ; : 

Complaint made against certain Seditious 
Libels in- Mrst’s Journnat.] May 98. Mr, 
Lechmere having made a Complaint to the 
House, of s Paper printed by N. Mist in 


Great Carter-Lane, Londgn, iptitled, ‘ The 
“’ Weekly Journal, or Saturday’s Post, wi 
“freshest advices, foreign and domestic ;” 


Saturday, May 27, 1721 ;* the same was brought 


up to the Table, and several Paragraphs in the, 
said printed paper were read as follow; viz. 


O Socii (neque enim ignari sumys ante malorum) ~ 
O passi graviora ! Dabit Deus his quoque finem. - 
ans Virgil, 
“ Friends! Britons ! Countrymen ! . 
‘“‘ Give me leave to salute you with these, 
tender appellations, whilst I endeavour to pre-. 
pare you for the due solemnization of that ap- 
proaching festival, which commemorates the: 
greatest blessings that were eves poured forth 
on this or any other natioa. | on 
“‘.For ever shall the 29th of May be regarded 
as the day on which we were delivered from the. 


greatest evils a people had ever laboured under. 


After wickedness had received its ytmost per- 
fectien in the destruction of the king ; we graan-. 
ed under the oppressive force of a cruel, ill- 
bred, uneducated Qld Tyrant, and the driyelling 
fool his son, whilst the royal progeny wandered 

fron, court to court to find protertion ; their 

seryagts at home were enjoined te abjure their 
title, and swear to afford them no aid. Solemn 

leagues and coyenants were batched tq make. 
the people’ abjure God as well as the king. 
To be qualified to serve ‘in Church and State, 
it wag required to deny Religion and Goyerns. 
ment. Every man would be ruled after his 
own taosel, and have a religion of his own ¢on- 
triyance. ‘Those who had a little stock of 
Greek, revived the damnable errors of Simon. 
Magus, Anus, Macedoniua, &c. whilst tinkers, 


* « Whilstthe affair of the South-Seq wag 
depending in parliament, Petitions from coun-., 
ties, cities, and boroughs were sent up, cryi 
forjustice, and pamphlets were daily published, 
exasperating the minds of the people against the 
South-Sea directors and their abettors. But the 
loudest cries far justice were contained in Let- 
ters directed to the Author ofthe London Jour- 
nal, aod supposed to. bave been mostly penned 
by Mr. Gordon, under the borrowed name of 
Cato. A Committee wasappainted to inquire 
into the authors, printers, and. publishers of 
seditivus libel. ‘They sent for Mr. Peele, 
publisher of the Loudon Journal, and for the. 
reputed author of the Letters, but they both kep - 
out of the way. Mist, the printer and publisher 
of a Weekly Journal, was, tor reflections cast on 


the king for his interpositions on behalf of the. 


Protestants in the Palatinate, sentenced to. 


‘stand in the pillory,to pay a fine of 50/. and 


after three months imprisonment to give secue. 
rity fur his good behaviour seven years. His 
Journal was carried on ander the title of Feg’s, 
and two months after(May 87).was censured - 
again by the Commots a3 a traiterous libel,. 
tending to alienate the affections of his majea- 
ty’s subjects, and excite rebellion. However, — 
ue 3 sure continued .may years aftemmanss.” 
Tindal. | fee dey 


( 
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cbblers, and tdylors, made shift to botch and 
itch up a religion, of their own pure invention, 
9 pub ic duthotity we werd commanded with 
fisting ahd prayer; to itoplore the divine powér 
_ 80 assist in perpetrating thé greatest villainies ; 
afid when the permissive providence of God 
had ‘suffered any exemplary roguery to succéed, 
they did tot: fail to return him solemn thanks 
for it. Thus was God’s holy name seriously 
tMasphemed, and all who had submitted to the 
 Usurper became members of a Hell Fire Club. 
“©The Tyrant behaved like a knavish guar- 
dian, and not like a natural father of the peo- 
e. He kaoew not how short his time might 
, therefore made the best of it. He pillaged 
all that cathe in his way; ‘but as it was impos- 
sible co ruin the nation without the assistance 
of part of it, he licensed little rogues to strip 
their neighbours, so that they shared the booty 
with him, The royal palace was crowded with 
trulls and scoundrels who would disgrace 
Bridewell and Newgate. Such miscreants 
- teed on the coronets of our nobles, revelled 
on the aational spoil, and’ triumphed in our 
affliction ; whilst the Usurper sec are, pe this 
mad riot, acting like a rogue who had taken 
possession of another’s estate he had no title ta, 
and did not care, what waste he made in ano- 
ther man’s grounds. Our lords and gentlemen 
were made to bleed im wanton sport, for trea- 
son committed against his mock miajesty. | 


« Under these, and innumerable other evils, | 


we were involved. When Rebellion had almost 
' Jost its name ‘ina settled and successive usurpa- 
toon, then we beheld day to breqk in upon us from 
afar, when least expected. Then we saw the 
restoration of the monarchy in the royal house 
of Stuart,.in the pérson of a prince endowed 
witb a thoasand shining qualities, Them those 
gteat names, Ormond, Clarendon, .and South- 
Sampton, honest hearts, and able heads, pre- 
sided at the belm' of affairs, The college of 
bishops was. filled more worthily than in an 
ape since the apostolical one. They were all 


Christians! pious, learned, orthodox confess- | 


ors, Arts and sciences revived, joy diffused 


‘itself over every honest counténance, and. 
gidony dejected looks confined themselves to 


their proper district, the’ faces of rogues and 
villains: who returned to their lurking holes, 
from whence, like snakes and vipers in a time 
of contagion, when the wholé’ mass of air is 
as infected as their nests, they had crawled 
abroad. 
« What can 
tlie triumphs of oppressed honesty, over - prog- 
érous villainy? What more ravishing, than to 

- every muse sweetly celebrating the victory ? 

ow leartidd judges were placed upon the bench 
who never enquired what the plairitiff or de- 
fébdant’ was, but what was his cause; the 
pulpits were rescued from nonsense and blas- 


Lers.ti and filled with learned and sober di-_ 


vines, and it was no crime to be learned and’ 
innocent. | 


« St, Augustine being asked what he would. 


‘wish to have seen, of all that that had been be- 
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be mote pleasant than to: behold ; 


(808 
held by mortal man ? replied Christ in the flesh, 
Paubin the pulpit, and Rome in its glory. Next 
to this wish, which is not tobe ¢qualled in any 
proportion, I would fesire to sée the Restora- 
tion. It is impossible to have a notion of the 
pleasure, of observing the countenances of the 
people, when they look, with a mingled aspéct 
of shame and joy, upon him they had so long 
injured ; or, of observing that kind forgiveness, 
that benignity, that complacency in the coun- 


tenance of the Prince, upon seeing his servaots 


returning to their duty withuut actually behold- 
sae: See ae ee. 

** Upon the Restoration, preaching, history, 
poetry, philosophy, eloquence, &c. were car-— 
ried to higher pitches than they arrived to, in 
any age since the Augustan. There was a 
universal change, from all that was wicked and 
detestable, to all that was good and desirable. 
This change was effected in a most miraculous 
manner, with very little human interposition: 
they who wished well to it, were kept back 
fromm assisting the promotion of it, that the hand 
of God might appear more visibly in it: they 
who wished ill to it were réstraingl from ob- 
structing its advancement. For such great, © 
such conspicuous mercies! Let us offer up to 
God on the approaching featival, the -sweet 


. 


smelling sacrifice of unfeigned praise and thanks- 


wing. ; Pes * 4 ; of 
© But I may be asked, is this a time for joy, 


Cem: 


Ait bénefits are received from God, who 


- Whilst the world is wicked, it must be misera- 


ple. Marcus Crassus his son in law, his manu- 


- principal agents in the hellish conspiracy ; we 


807} - 
God is slow to punish, and ready to forgive : 


. All the good we receive flows from him, the : 


inexhaustible foundation of all goodness. The 
evils we endure, are the natural consequences 
of: our own faults and follies; that he permits 
them ‘to fall upon us, is, that they may. awaken 
us from our dregm of vice. If we examine into 
the birth of our, present misfortunes, we. shall 
quickly find, they take. their. rise from ourselves. 


ble; such.is. the order. of things,, that effects 
will follow their causes, unless, the regular 
course of nature could be inverted. me 

‘s The very chastisement of God are mércies, 
‘for which we are in duty hound to praise him ; 


if his judgments then are to be praised, bow. 
much more his benefits! Let every man among. 
. us return undissembled thanks to the Almighty. 


for the good things he has bestowed upon us 


and our fathers; and he may then confidently 


say, when he beholds our present calamities, in 
the words of holy David; The Lord, who de- 
livered me out of the paw of the lion, and out 
of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philistine. Iam, . . 

_ My country’sdevoted servant, _ Decrus.” 


“Sir; A ae - 

JT once more beg a placein your Paper, to 
add something, by way of supplement, to a must 
popular pamphlet called Cataline, or the Case 
of the Conspirators. This author has said 
little of Marcus Crassus, who has been always 
in my judgment the worst of that accursed 
gang ;. though [ have formed my notions of this 
man from a thousand little,, mean, infamous, 
ungrateful actions his history is swelled with. 
I apprehend, I need only to select one instauce 
out of them, to draw those who are unac- 
quainted with history into my opinion. 


“Those who have read Cataline must re- 


member into what wretched circumstances 
those detestable traitors had brought the peo- 


mitted slaves, and other dependants, being the 


must not imagine Crassus, whose darling passion 
was money, would be without a large share of 
the plunder, coosequent upon the treason of 
bis followers, miget? 2 ; 

‘¢ When the senate was labouring to close 
the gaping wounds-of the public, the city was 


’ alarmed at a cause brought into the forum, by 
several builders, against the wealthy Crassus. 


The city had built a palace for Crassus, upon 


a triumph he obtained, which cost as many. 
Raman talents, as amount to 300,000/. of our 


money. Crassus had for several years after 
the erecting of his palace been adorning it, 
which brought on a charge of 70,000/. more. 


Some of the workmen he employed sued him 
retors gave sentence, 
_ against Crassus, who from them appealed to 


for their wages; the 


the senate, affirming, that whatever expence he 


could lavishly throw away upon his palace, by 


virtue of a decree of the senate, it was to be 
answered out of the public coffers. 


a. 


i 
-_ 


eed 
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_ Cruel and barbarous Crassus! who, whilst, - - 
he had five millions lodged among the Veneti,. 
the Belge, the Ligurians, every penny of which,’ 
was the. spoil, the plunder, or the. giftof the; « 
public; was so inhuman as to demand~ the 


payment of his debts out of the treasury, then | - 


not so full as his own private purse: at a time, :.. 
when the cries .of poverty were universal, when. - 
Crassus was in a. habit of body incapable of — 
relishing any one pleasure of life, and when he- 
had no sun to inherit bis ill acquired pelf. 

It is to me a wonder that the senate did 
not use him as they. did Q. Annius, It.is.. 
however a piece of justice to continue the in-~. 
famy of traitors through all ages, please to pub-- 


lish this letter, and thousands will know that. 


Marcus Crasays, the wealthiest of the Roman. 
Senators, was a mean Spirited, abandoned vil- 
lain, who never heard of him before.. Yours,: 
and my country’s friend, , oe 

' _ ., , , © Brirannicus.” 


_ The said Libels censured, and Mist committed .: - 
to.Newgate.| After the reading of these Li-. 
bels, sir Joseph Jekyll, sir David Dalrymple,. 
Mr. Yonge, colonel Bladen, Mr. Pulteney, the:- . 
Attorney General, serjeant Pengelly, sir Wm. 
Thompson, Mr. Sloper, Mr. Hungerford, and. 
some others,. animadverted; with indignation, .. 
upon the vile, scandalous, and false insiaua- 
tions contained in them ;' and thereupon the.. 
House unanimously resolved, ‘‘ That the paper - 
intitled ‘ The Weekly Journal, or Saturday's. . 
‘ Post, with freshest advices, foreign anddo= 
‘ mestic, Saturday, May 27, 1721,’ .is @ false, 
malicious, scandalous, infamous, and traitorous 
Libel, tending to allienate the affections of his 
majesty’s, subjects, and to excite the people to.. 
sedition and rebellion, with an intention to. 
subvert the present happy establishment, and- 
to introduce popery and arbitrary power,” - 
.Aod it was ordered, That N. Mist, the 
printer and publishers of the said paper, be -for: 
his said offence, committed a prisonet ta his | 
majesty’s gaol of Newgate: and that Mr. 


It was also resolved, nem. con. “ That dn -. 
humble Address be presented to his mujeaty,. . 


expressing the Commons’ utmost abhorrence of . - 


the scandalous, infamous and traitorous Libel. . 
(intitled * The Weekly Journal, or Saturday’s _ 
‘Post, with freshest advices, foreign and do- 
‘ mestic, May 27, 1721’) and their detestation: 


of the author of it; and to assure his majesty, . 


that this House will stand by and support his 
majesty and his royal family against all trai-~. . 
torous and seditious attempts that shall be. - 


‘made against his sacred person and government, | 
.and humbly to beseech his majesty, That he will . -. 


givethe most effectual orders for prosecutingand | - 
punishing the printer and publishers, and also. | 
the authors and contrivers, when discovered, of 

the said traitorous libel, and of all other seditie 
ous libels that tend to raise discontent and diss 

affection in the minds of his majesty’s subjects; .- 
and to assure his majesty, that this House wil | 
proceed with the greatest care and diligence, - . 


ey 


ay 


Speaker do issue his warrants accordingly.” |--- 


U ‘ 
\ 
‘XN 
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to find out -and discover the aathorsof such | 


wicked, seditious and traitorous Libels.”. 


. After this a Committee was appointed to. 


enquire into the authors, contrivers, printers. 
and publishers of the said seditious and traitor- 


ous Libel; and of. all other seditious Libels, | 


which. tend to raise discontent and disaffection 
in the minds of his majesty’s subjects ;- and that 
they have power.to send for persons, papers: 
and records. 
said printed paper, .ntitled -‘ The~ Weekly 
‘ Journal, or, Saturday’s Post, with freshest 
‘ advices, foreign and domestic, May 27, 1721,’ 
\ be referred tothe said Committee. '— 
May. 31. Mr. Comptroller reported the 
king’s Answer: to the Address of the House 
against Mist’s and other Libels, which was to 
this effect, viz. ‘“ That his majesty’ thanked 
this House for their most datiful and loyal Ad- 
dress, and would immediately give the neces- 
Sary orders for prosecuting and punisbing the 
authors, printers, and publishers of all scandal- 
ous and seditious libels.” | 
In.the mean time, endeavours were used to 
prevent Mist’s being committed to Newgate : 
to which purpose, that very day, a Petition of 
David. Crawford, esq. marshal of the prison of 


the court of King’s Bench; was presented to: 


the House and read, setting forth, That Mr. 
Mist (printer of the Weekly Journal) was in his 
custody, in execution upon a Judgment, given 
against him by the said court; and that he had 
been also charged in his custody with an action 


of debt for 500/.; and that he having notice - 


of the Order of this House, for committing the 
said Mr. Mist, to his majesty’s gaol of New- 
gate, was. ready to pay all. due obedience to 
this House; but that Mr. Mist being a Prisoner 
in execution and for debt, the petitioner hum- 
bly prayed, That he might be indemnified in 


such manner, as to this House should seem meet. 


Hereupon it was ordered, ‘ That the said N. 
Mist, the printer of the said seditious and 
traiterous hbel, do stand committed close 
prisoner to the said prison of the court of 


King’s Bench during the pleasure of this House, 


as also, That it be referred to the Committee 
appointed to enquire into the authors, contrivers, 
printers and publishers of all seditious and trai- 


terous tibels, which tend to raise discontent and 


disaffection in the minds of his majesty'’s sub- 
jects, to examine precedents, in what manner 
persons who. are prisoners in execution have 
been-examined before this House, or any Com- 
inittee thereof, and to report the same to the 
House with all convenient speed.” = =i. 
June .3. The lord: Hinchinbrooke.reporte 
from the Committee, appointed to enquire into 
the authors, contrivers, and publishers of the 
above seditious and traiterous libel, &c. That 
the Cammittee had searched, and found several 


precedenits of persons who, being in execution, | 


had, -nevertheless, been brought to the bar of 


the House of Commons; and his lordship de-- 


livered in the said report at the table... The 
said Report was read ; and then Mr. Speaker 


’ 


It was: also ordered, That- the. 


‘And the House etn 
‘shal of the prison o 


acquainted thé‘ House, That - an ‘intimation’ | 
had been left at -his: hoase that: ‘morning: in‘ ° 
“writing, that Mr. Mist wasto bave his liberty. 

that night by the consent of the marshal of the: 


prison of the court of King’s-Bench;, in order 
for his going. to France ; and that thé said. 
Mist’s wife was moving her goods. 
House was also informed, That the said Coim- 


mittee, in the course of their examination, had 
likewise mmtimation, that it was apprehended’ | 
that the said Mist would:endeavour to escape,  * 


and that his wife was: disposing of bis goods. 
informed that the mar- 


was called down, and at the bar examined 


‘touching the manner in which the said Mist was 


confined. Aud he acquainted the House, 
That the said Mist was kept in one Mulling’s 


‘house, being the next houseto the King’s Bench 


prison, and where he usually keeps the king’s 
prisoners: and that he was there under locks in 
the day titne, and two keepers attending in the 
night: and then he withdrew. Hereupon it 


_was ordered, “ That Mr. Speaker do issue his 


warrants to the Serjeant at Arms, attending this 


House, and also to the marshal of the prison of 


the court of King’s Bench, to bring the said N, 
Mist to the bar of this House rmmediately.” 
Accordingly Mist was brought in to the bar 


And the 


the court of the ian be 
} Bench was above in the Speaker's chamber, he 


of the House, by the serjeant at arms; and | 


pertinaciously refasing to be examined, under — 
pretence that he understood there was a prose- 


cution intended against him, he was directed 
by Mr. Speaker to withdraw ; and it was or- 


‘dered, ‘* t: That thesaid N. Mist be committed 
‘prisoner to Newgate, there to be kept in close 


custody during the pleasure of the House ; 


2. That the said Mr. Mist be not admitted the 
use of pen, ink, or paper, and that no person 
‘be admitted to come to the said Mist, without 


the leave of the House. 3. That Mr. Speaker 
do isssue his warrants accordingly ; 4. That 
the keeper of Newyate prison, do bring the said 
N. Mist to the said Cummittee, appointed to 


ers of seditious and traiterous libels, from time 
to time, when he shall be required so to do by 


the said Committee ; and 5. That the said 


Committee be empowered to examine any per- 


son, they shell think fit, in the most solemn 


manner.” _ : | 

A few days after, N. Mist was brought 
before the said Committee, and being examined 
about the author of his Journal, gave unsatis- 
factory answers. On the other hand, some 
bold expresssions and insinuations in Cato’s 
Letters, published in the London Journal, 


having given no small offence to some’ men in: 
power, the same Committee thought fit to send 
for I. Peele, the publisher of that paper, who 
thereupon absconded. Hereupon the Com- 
‘mittee sent for Mr. Gordon, the reputed author 


of Cato’s Letters, who being indisposed 


way. 


‘inquire into the authors, printers, and publish- — 


Pal 
i 
. 


thought proper likewise to keep out of the 
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Sixtn Rrrozr oF THE ComMMITTZE OP 
SECRECY ON TRE ProcEEDINGS oF tue SouTH 
Sea Company.] Jane 5. Mr. Clayton re- 


ported, from the Committee of Secrecy, some 


farther matters as they dppeared to the said 
Committee; and which they had directed him 
to report to the Ffouse; and he read the Report 
_ in his place, as follows : 


. Srxte Rerorr or tHE Commitres ov Sz- 


CRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
Sours Sea Company. 


That the Committee of Secrecy appointed to 
inquire into all the proceedings relating to 
the execution of an act, passed the last 
session of parliament, intituled, ** An Act 

. for enabling the South Sea Company to 
increase their present capital stock, and 
’ fund, by redeeming such public debts and in- 
cuinbrances, aS are therein mentioned ; 
abd for raising money, to be applied for 
lessening several of the public debts ‘and 

_ incumbrances; and for calling in the pis: 

- gent exchequer bills remaining uacancelled ; 
and for making forth new bills, in lieu 
thereof, to be circulated and exchanged, 
upon demand, at or near the Exchequer ;” 
observing the instruction given them by 
the House, | 


That they should proceed in the farther exa- 
mination of the particulars of the 574,5001. 
South Sea Stock, supposed to be disposed of 
between the 4th of February 1719, and the 


22th of April following ; they have accordingly 


proceeded therein. 

And your Committee examined, in the most 
- solemn manner, William Compere, one of the 
persons mentioned in the account of the said 
§74,500/, stock : and he declares; That he did 
not buy the quantities of stock, in the sdid 
aecount charged to be sold to him, neither ox 
the South Sea Company, Mr. Knight, Mr. 
| Surman, or any other persom concerned for the 
’ Company, to his knowledge; nor had he any 
such stock taken in, or held, for him, by any 
of the persons aforesaid. 

And the several other brokers, and persons, 
mentioned in the Appendix, Letter A, who are’ 
also inserted: in the said: account, as’ buyers of 
other parts of the said stock, having been exa- 
mined by your committee, have, in like man- 
ner, dened their buying such stock, or having: 
the same taken in, or held for them;; and have 
declared, that their names are, in the said’ 
account, made use of without their knowledze’ 


or consent : and yéur Conmmittee observe; That | 


the ‘several sums‘ mentioned in the said Appert- 
dix A, amouht to 339,500/. South Sea Stock. 
And from herce-it is evident, that: the nawhes: 
of thé said persons have been fictitiously nade’ 
use of, in order to conceal the persons for whose’ 
benefit such stock was really disposed of. _ 
. Mr. Carbonnel, a broker, in the said account 
mentioned, is in Holland, as your Committee 
is informed, and they have had no opportunity 


Col. Grahame- - - 2,000 — 280 


of examining him, or the other persons men- 
tioned in the Appendix, letter B, hereunto. an- 
neted; and the said stock charged ab gold te 
them, amounts to $2,0004. 

As to the Lords of Parliament, and metibers 
of this House, named in the said. account of 
stock suld, which account of stock amoants i 
the whule to 124,000/. the particulars of 
which are’ mentioned in the Appendix, C; 
your Committee lay before the House al} - 
the examinations by them taken relating | 


thereto, it the words of the examination them- 


ves. he 

Mr. Robert Surman being examined, and 
shewed the said accounts of stock sold, as to 
the several articles of 3$0,000/. and’ 2,000/. 
stock to lord Chetwynd, of the 15th and 17th 
February, 1719, at the rates of 179 and 188/, 
per cent. says, that when he was (by Mr. 
Knight’s direction) reparing the said account 
of stock sold, to be laid before the Hoase, Mr. 
Knight read those sums to him out. of the 
green book, (mentioned in bis former exemi- 
nation) wherein this examinant at the same 
time saw the lord Chetwynd’s name, at the heap 
of an account therein kept between his lordship 
and Mr. Knight; and the examinadt verily 
believes, that his lordship’s name and the 
aforesaid sums, and all other names and sums 
which were read out of the said green book, 
are reqj, and that such persons had such 
stock actually held for them; ant that these 
two sums were really held by Mr. Knight for 
lord Chetwynd’s benefit, who had the power 
over so much stock, atid had a right at any 


time to demand the difference, in case of 
‘rise; and the examinant never heard that his’ 


lordship either hee any money or gave setu- 
rity for paying forthe said stock, = 

That the several Entries in the Account Book 
of Stock sold, viz. 


: Lf. oe Lf: dt, ae ' 
To Tho. Wynne, esq. 2,000 at 180 Feb. 15 
John Roberts, esq. - 1,000 — 178 Match t 


Edward Rolt, e4q. - 5,000 — 174} ditto 

Samuel Toffnell, esq. 5,000 —— 162° ditto 12 
John Bridgé - - - 2,000 — 200° ditto 17 
Col. Jatnes Soot’ - - 1,000 — 250 ditto 21 
Wai, Chetwynd, esq,- 3,000 — 275° ditto 42 


The same pérson - - 4,000 280 ditto’ 
Thomas Wynite, esq. 2,000 — 275 


Wm. Forrester, esq. - 1,000 — 272. ditte 
Col. Monroe - - - 6,000— 275 ditts 
Patrick Halden, esq. - 2,000 -— 280 ditto 
Edward Rolt, esq. - 3,000'—~ 285 - ditto 
Earl of Rothes - - 2,000 —S00 ditto 1$ 
Earl of Essex- - - 2,000—S05 ditto 
Lord Haddington’ < 2,000 — $08 ditto 
Marq. of Winchestéy 2,000— 310: ditto 
Joseph Banks, esq - 1,000— 310° ditto’ 
Wor, Chetwynd, esq.- 3,000 — 310' ditto 
Col. Montgomery - 2,000'—3S15 ditto 
Sir Momague' Btundel 2,000 —S18 ditto 
Sir Wiifred Lawéon - 1,000 — 320 ditto: 
Wilham Yonge, esy.- 3,000-— 380° Mar. 18 
ditty 22 


N 
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were all read to this exqaminant by Mr. Knight, 

out of the said green book, and are of the same | 
nature; and touching these sums, he says the 
same a5 he has said concerning the first men- 
tioned sums of 30,000/. and 2,000/. charged to 
be sold to the lord Chetwynd.‘ 

As to the article of the 15th of February, 
1719, ef 4,000/. stock, and charged to be sald 
to lieut, gen. Pepper, at 180/. per-cent. This 
examinant says, it is of the same wature as the 
first mentioned sams; and farther, this exa- 

‘“minant believes that gen. Pepper had such 
stock takea in for him by Mr. Knight. 

_ Mr. Knight some time after the said 15th of 
February, told the examinant, that he had sold 
it for the general, who was angry at -his selling 
of it so soon, stock soon after rising higher ; 
and the examinant believes, if theré was any 
difference, the same was paid or accounted for 
by Mr. Knight to gen. Pepper. | 

As to the article of 4,000/. at 2762. per cent. 
and 3,000/. at S00/. per cent. of the 23rd 
and 25th of March, charged to sir William 
Gordon, the examinant says, they are of the 
same nature‘as the first mentioned sums; and. 
farther, that he had several timeg seen sir Wil- 
liam Gordon with Mr. Knight, and verily be- 
lieves the account of the said sums were ad- 
justed between them. . 

As to the article of the 15th of February, of 
90,000/. to lord Gower, he says, That that was 
a transaction of Mr. Gibbau’s, who brought 
to Mr. Knight a paper, containing the names 
of persons to whom he had disposed of the 
Company’s stock, saying, ‘ Here is the ac- 
* count of the stack which I have disposed of.’ 


That he believes the following names and sumg, | 


| fs 

Ld. Gower for the said 20,000 at 180 Feb. 15. 
Lord Lansdown for - 5,000 at 180 Mar. 1. 
His lordship more - - 5,000 at 1764 ditto. 
were contained in the paper of Mr. Gibbon, 
end from that paper were entered by the exa- 
minant in the said account of the stock sold, 
that he does not know these names were in the 
green buok, but believes an account was kept 
between Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Knight in the 
staid green book, the examinant haviag seen 
Mr. Gibbon’s name in that book, at the head 
of an account, aid believes that these sums 
were held or taken in for the use of the said lord: 
Gower and lord Lansdown, | 


That the following entries in the account of 
stock sold, viz. : 


ee : ae 
1,000 to sir Cop. Bampfield, at 275/. per cent. 
March 22. 
1,000 to Mr. J. Bampfield, at the same price 


and time. 
1,000 te sir John Bland, at the same, . 
1,000 to sir Thomas Seabright, at the same. 
1,000 to Henry Dracks, esq. at 260/. same day. 
1,000 to Charles Longueville, esq. at $25). 
1,000, to sir William Carew, at 300/. Mar. 34. 


were ajl bronght by Mir. Chester to. Mr, 
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Knight, in 9 paper containing an.accaunt of 
the stock disposed of by him, in the same many 
ner, as Mr, Gibbon brought his particular sums, 
ond from that paper the examinant, by Mr. 
Knight’s-direction, entered these syms in the 
account of stock sold. 

That in discourse with Mr. Knight since this 
enquiry began, Mr. Kuight has often expressed 
a great deal of uneasiness on account of stock 
sold and bought for the Company, saying, he 
had in these affairs obliged seyeral persons, 
whom he did not care to name. 

Your Committee, at the request of the said 
Mr. Forrester, examined Mr. Joho Mark 
banker, and as to the article of the 23rd of 
March, 1719, of 1,000/. South Sea stock 
charged to be sold to the said-Mr. Forrester at - 
2721. per cent. he gays, he did about this time 
buy at market for Mr. Forrester, 2,000/. or 
$,000/. South Sea stock, at or about that price, 


-and that Mr. Forrester being disappointed of 


money to pay for 1,000/. of it (sir Lamberg 


‘Blackwell, who had bought an annuity of 1002, 


of him, not paying for it, because of an objec- 


tion to the title) Mr. Forrester applied to the 


examinant to lend him money upon the 1,000/, 
stock, for two or three days, which the exae 
minant not heing able to do, he desired him ta 


get it for him of a friend; upon which the exa- 


minant applied to sir Lambert Blackwell, and 
he told him, he would ask Mr. Knight te do it, 
which Mr. Knight, by sir Lambert’s desire, ac- 


cordingly did, upon the examinant’s engaging 
to pay him the money in a few days, and the 


examinant named Mr. Forrester to sir Lambeyg 
Blackwell. 7 ays 

The examinant afterwards told Mr. Forres« 
ter, he had got the stock taken in for him for a 
few days, but did nat tell bim by whom; that 
in a short time afterwards, Mr. Forrester paid 
the examinant the principal and interest, and 
the examinant paid Mr. Knight. : 

Mr. Mark, in a subsequent examination, 
says, that, to the best of this examinant’s re- 
membrance, the 1,000/. stock mentioned in hig 
former examination, was. hy Mr, Forrester’g 
direction, transferred to Mr. Sambrooke by 
this examinant, befote this examinant paid Mr, 
Knight the money mentioned in his said former 
examipation. . aoe 

Sir Lambert Blackwell being hkewise exas 
mined, at Mr. Forrester’s request, says, that 
about February or March, 1719, Mr. Mark 
told the examinant, that he bad beught' 1,000, 
stock for Mr. Forrester, and that Mr. Forvester. 
wanted money. for a few days to pay for its 
Mr. Mark desired the examinant to speak ta 
Mr. Knight to advance, the money, (which the 
examinant accordingly did; and. the exam 
minant afterwards told Mr. Mark, that. Mr. 
Knight did advance the money) upon his agree- 
ing to repay it; and that he, Mr. Mark, re- 


paid it with interest, very soon, after it waa ap 


borrowed. 


Mr. John Edwin being also examined, aG 


the desire of Mr. Forrester, says, he never 
heard of the said 1,000/, till the accopnt of 


‘ 


7 


- 


id 


‘ 


. fo 
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stock sold was laid before the House: That 
since that tine he met Mr. Forrester at a 
tavern, who seemed to be much surprised at 
the charge of 1,000/. stock to him, and de- 
clared, that he knew nothing of it; and he gave 
the examinant, and the rest of the company 
there, such a relation of the matter, as induced 
them to believe he was clear of the affair, but 
the particulars of this relation this examinant 
cannot remember. , 
. As to the article of 2,000/. stock charged to 
sir Montague Blundell (now lord Blundell) 
_ your Commnittee, at his lordship’s request, exa- 
mined William Chetwynd, esq. Charles Col- 
bourne, and Mr. Robert Surman. Mr. Chet- 
wynd says, that on or about the 28th day of 
March, 1720, the said lord Blundell desired 
this examinant to transfer 500/. South Sea 
stock, which the examinant had in trust for 
lord Blundell, to Mr. Knight, as an additional 
security for 1,000/. stock taken in by him for 
- Jord Blundell, at 3162. per cent. amounting to 
—3,160/. which the examinant accordingly 
did. 
That the examinant thinking the said 500/. 
stock, together with the said 1,000/. stock, 
_ more than‘a sufficient security fer the said 
$,160/. did apply to Mr.: Knight to take in 
1,000/. stock for him (the examinant) upon the 
said 5,000/. of additional security, at $20/. per 
cent. or thereabouts, which Mr. Knight com- 
plied with, at the sole request and desire of the 
examinant. | 

That neither this examinant nor lord Blun- 
dell, have received any manner of profit or ad- 
vantage by either of the said 1,000/. stock ; for 
the said 2,000/. now remains in the hands of 
Mr. Knight, or his agents; together with the 
§00/. stock additional security, which they in 
all probability must lose in this affair. 

The said 2,000/. stock are distinct accounts; 
for this examinant did transfer to the said lord 
_ Blundell’s use, 250/. stock, being his share of 
the additional security aforesaid; and this 
examinant did believe, when this matter was 
transacted, that it was an account with Mr. 
_ Knight only, wherein the Company was no 
. ways concerned. 

The said Charles Colebourne being examined, 
says, hedid on or about the 26th of March 
1720, buy 1,0002. South-Sea stock by the di- 
rection ef Mr. Thomas Holdip, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Chetwynd, or one of them, but for the 
account of the said lord Blundell, at the rate 
of 316/. per cent. which stock was paid for by 
Mr. Surman, by order of Mr. Knight, on or 
about the 28th day of the said March 1720, 
and at the same time 500/. more stock was 
transierred by the said Mr. Chetwynd to the 
said Surman, which (as the said Chetwynd then 
informed this examinant) was so transferred, 
for, and as a farther security for the repayment 
of 3;160/. then paid for the said 1,000/. stock, 
atthe said rate of 316/. per cent. with interest 
for the same. 

The said Surman being examined says, there 
was 2,000J, stock charged to lord Blundell, 


4 . 


read to the examinant out of the green book, 

as he has said in a former examination. 

_ That about the 26th of March, 1720, Wil- 

liam Chetwynd, brother-in-law to lord Blundell, 
transferred 500I. stock to this examinant, which 

be understood was an additional security for 

stock taken in by Mr. Knight; that after the 

enquiry began in parliament about the South- 

Sea affairs, Mr. Chetwynd came to the exa- 
minant to know how that 5002. was applied ; 
ard the examinant told him that it still re- 
mained due from him to Mr. Chetwynd, and 

at that time Mr. Chetwynd told him, the exa- 
minant, it was a security takeo in by Mr. 
Knight, for lord Blundell and himself ; and this 
examinant believes lord Blundell was then 

with Mr. Chetwynd, by reason the examinant, 
through the hurryj of business, had neglected, 

. take directions fron: Mr. Knight’ how to ap- 

y it. | 

The said Mr. Robert Surman being at the 
request of Thomas Wynn, esq. farther exa- 
mined by your Committee, as to the said stock, 
said to be sold by him, says, he can say no 
more concerning that matter than he has said 
in his former examination: - 

Sir John Blunt being examined the 26th ‘of 
January, 1720, says, he was privy to the sell- 
ing of stock for the Company; that he did 
himself dispose of 6,000/. part of the Com- 
pany’s said stock, to col. Monroe, a member of 
parliament, at 2751. per cent. that to the best 
of the cxaminant’s remembrance, col. Monroe 
desired some stock to be taken in for him, (that 
is, to have the money advanced for him for so 
much stock) that he sent one Lopez a broker 
to him, to take it ins; but this examinant had 
leave from some of the governors and direc- 
tors, to let. Mr. Monroe have so much of the 
Company's stock; and-upon that, this éxa- 
minant told the broker, he would take itin for 
him, and sell it himself, that there was no stock 
transferred, but this examinant gave Mr. 
Knight an account of so much of the ‘Com- 
pany’s stock sold to Mr. Monroe; that in 
April last (to the best of his remembrance) col. 
Monroe, or his brother, desired his stock might 
be sold, and upon that, this examinant refer- 
red him to Mr. Knight to deliver it; that he. 
does not know that col. Monroe gave. any se- 
curity to the Company to answer the 275/. per 
cent, cther than the said agreement made he- 
tween this examinant and the said broker. | 

‘That he also disposed of 1,000. other part 
of the Company’s said stock, to Jos. Banks,’ 


esq. (a member of this House) at 310/. per 


cent. who desired this examinant to sell him so 
much stock at the market price, and to take his 
vote, payable m a month or six weeks, for the 
money, which he accordingly did, which was © 
paid about May following, at which time, the 
stock was advanced in value; and this exa- 
minant paid that money to Mr. Knight for the 
company’s use, soon after he received it. 

That after the time of agreeing with Mr. 
Banks for this stock, it fellin value for some 


time ; that this was thus transacted ; Sir Jobm — 


NS 


; 


| . ° ¢ 
é 2 


. 


BIT]. PARL. HISTORY, 7 Gronox 1. 17a1.-~af sy Soush Sea Compa. [518 


Bluot-gaye Mr. Banks @ note to transfer the 
' quantity of stock, and took Mr. Banks's: note 
r the money : Some time after these notes 
ere. giyen, and after the money paid, Mr. 
anks dired to borrqw. 4,000V. (as he believes) 
oa this stock ; and he believes Mr. Knight took 
this examinant’s note as s0 much stock: that 
he believes Mr. Knight. lent him 4,000/. ac- 
cordingly, in June last; that he had no view 
towards the facilitating the bill in the disposal 
Of this stock, the said Mr. Monroe and Mr. 
Banks being inclined to pass the bill, before 
e stack was disposed ae 
declared to him!) Your committee, at the de- 
sire of the said col, Monroe, examined Gabriel 
Lopez, a broker, as to the said 6,000/. stock 
charged to be sbld to col. Monroe; and he 
ays, that about the middle of March 1719-20, 
the said cal. Monroe sent for him to Garraway’s 
coffee-house, and gave him a letter directed to 
sir John Blunt, in which (to the best of the 
qxaminant’s remembrance) col. Monroe de- 
sired him to take in for bim 6,000/. South-Sea 
’ stock at interest, and that he would repay. pim 
again jn a month. .At the same time, col. 
: Montes ordered the examinant to buy for him 
the said sum pf 6,000/. South-Sea stock, which 
_ the examinant did atthe same time, .of sir 
Joba Blunt,.at 2751 per cent. which was the 
then market price: and sir John Blunt did at 
the same time, agree to place the said sum of 
G,0001. South-Sea stock, to col. Monroe’s. ac- 
Gount: and says, that within a month after- 
wards, col. Monroe ordered him to sell the 
same 6,0001. ee stock again; which he 
accordingly did, to Mr. Patterson, at.330/. per 
cent, And Mr. Patterson and Mr. Surman, by 
- order of sir John Blunt, did adjust the “said 
rock with col, Manroe,.who did (tothe best of 
his remiembrance) pay about 80/. for inte- 
rest, and sir John Blunt gave the examinant 
commission fur selling the said stock. 
~ The said Thomas Patterson being hereupon 
examined by your Committee, at the desire of 
, the said colonel! Monroe, be says, that at the 
latter end of March, 1719-20, colonel Monroe 
desired the examinant to lay-out some money 
for himin South Sea stock; upon which the 
€xaminant gave the colonel a letter of credit 
go Mr. Lopez, (who transacted mostly the ¢x- 
aminant’s business) to act fur the said. colonel. 
onroe, tg the value of 20,0001 Ina day. or 
two after. (the examinant sys) the colonel in-; 
treated him 10 take in,6,000/, South Sea stock 
or. @ month, which stock he would purchase,;, 
the examinant beiog mach nut of cash, which, 
-prevented his complyinz, be went with the cu-! 
Jenel.to. tie Sword Blade Company, and. praf-, 
ferred himself as 4 farther security to sir George: 
Caswall, if be would take in the, said stock. 
Sir George.acquainted. them, he-had disposed, 
of, all the money he could spare, and the then 
examinant came from the Sword Blade office, 
with the colonel to Garraway’s coffee-hquse- ;; 
-sye John Blunt being in.the coffee-room ;_ the. 
xaminant said to the colonel, youare acquaint- 
ed with sir Johy Blupt, -he js a monjed man,. 
Vou. VIL 


to them (as they had. 


ask him to lend the money on. 6,000/: ‘South | 


Sea stock, and tell him; I will be a farther se 
curity for seeing the money repaid. Upon this 
the colonel went to sir John Blunt, and in a 


€ 


little time after the examinant went to. them, 


and told sir Joho Blunt he would be-bound for 
any yaoney he shaald lend the colonel on\stack, 
which sir Jobn Blunt did not object to, snd 
Bia that time the examinant thought, himself 

ound to see the money repaid, which sir- John 
Blunt should Jend the ¢olonel on stock ; and 
in a few days after, the .cqlonel. acquainted. the 
ezaminant, that Lopes ~had <bought for him 
6,000/. Squth Sea stock, at 2574.,per cent. and 
that sir John Blunt had lent the money, and 
desired the examinant to be ready to answer 
the difference if, any should happen; the ex- 
aminant told the colonel he was ready when 


hegianing of April, sir John Bluntat the South 
Sea house, told the examinant he shoyld want 
‘his money before the Ast of May, 1720, and 
thereupon the exqminant assured him he. might 
depend on its being repaid, for he would gel 
the stock and see it performed. Acnordingly 
the examinant sold the stpgk in April, and sir 
Joho Blunt sent the examinant’s braker to Sure 


with interest was repaid Surman, on the delivery 
af the stock, and that he did not know sir Jolin 
Blunt sold the stogk, or that it was the Com- 
pany’s, till January last, for the sransaction ap- 
peared to the examinant as if it had besa upon 
sir Jobn’s awn accgunt..._ fee a 
Your Committee having: received. 9 letter 
from Mr. Banks, desiring that sir Joby Blunt 
might be father examined as to the said 
1,090/. stock: your Committee accordingly 


_ sir John Blunt should demand it. That in the | 


man to deliver the stack. He says the money - 


” 


again examined him, and be says, that. he 


never did tell Mr. Banks that-this was the Came 
pany’s stock till about Christmas last, and he 


that it was so: that about Christmas last, affer 


_ this enquiry began, the examinant went to Mr, 


_ Banks; and told him, this 1,000/. was the Com 


much surprized, but said that it. signified no-= 
“thing to him, or to that effect ; the examinant 
says, he also (by the direction of ‘Mr. Knight) 
offvced to leave Mr, Banks’s name out of tha 
list, which Mr. Banks refused, saying, as he 
had bought’ it, and honestly paid for. it, and 
more than be cquld afterwards have.bought it 
for, he would nat have his name cancelled, ov 
to that effect : that Mr. Banks also, 9 day or 
‘two afterwards, wrote the examinant a letter-te 
this purpose, which letter. he has at present ipise 
laid. > ; a8 | 
-. Your Committee likewise, at Mr. Banks’s 
request, examined Mr. Joseph Banks, jun. his 


son ; wha savs that he was not present either . 


, when his father Joseph Bauks, esq. bought 

the said. 1,000¢. Squth. Sea. stock of sir John 

Blunt, or paid bim 3,100/. for it, on the. 6th of 

May 1720, but was informed thereof by his fa- 

ther, who talked af it publicly, not.as a favour 

done him, nor a thing to be soncealed,-but as 
3G 


- 


eleves till that time Mr. Banks did not know - 


pany’s stock: at which Mr. Banks was.very. 
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an accidental bargain, and often said, he could 
have bought it. soon afterwards near 500/. 
cheaper in Exchange alley. 

That about the 9th or 10th of June, when 
stock was 750/. per cent. and the South Sea 

ompany were making a luan of 4001. per cent. 
on their stock, the examinant desired his fa- 
ther either to borrow or let him borrow 4,000/. 
‘on that stock ; which he consented to, but told 
the examinant, that sir John Blunt (to save the 
charge of’ a transfer and being in a burry) had 
only given him a note for transferring the said 
stock, and then gave the examinant the said 
note, of which he kept a copy, and the same is 
in the following words: <2 


‘ May 6th, 1720. 


_©T promise to transfer to Joseph Banks, 


¢ esq. or order, 1,000, Suuth Sea Stock, value 
* received. | Joun Buunr.’ 


Which note the examinant, on the 10th of 
June, carried to the South-Sea House, and en- 
uired for sir John Blunt; and after some time 
und out the room at the bottom of the great 
stairs, where he was with several other gentle- 
men, and was called in, and shewing him the 
note, told him, that he was come to have the 
- gaid 1,0002. stock transferred to Mr. Banks, 
which sir Jolin Blunt said he would do imme- 
- diately; but there being then a great crowd, 
he desired the examinant to stay a quarter of an 
“hour, which the examinant accordingly did, but 
the crowd still, continuing, sir Jobn Blunt re- 
fused to go; at which the examinant being an- 
gry, and not willing to wait any longer, sir John 
said, he would desire Mr. Knight to do it for 
him, and that he would transfer the like sum 
to Mr. Knight another time; which the exa- 
minant consented to, and gave him up his said 
note, taking of bim at the same time another 
note in the following words. 


 ¢June 10th, 1720. 

‘I promise to transfer to Robert Knight, 
€ esq. or order, 1,000/. SoutheSea stock, value 
* received 1,000/. South-Sea stock of Jobn 
‘ Banks, esq. ‘Joun Byuunr.’ 


\ 


Which note the examinant immediately con. 
veyed to Mr. Knight, in.a room upstairs, at the 
South-Sea House ; and having acquainted him 
with the matter, gave him sir John Blunt’s las¢ 
mentioned note, upon which he made an entry 
in a book, which the examinant says, he 
thought was transferring it, but the examinant 
did not sign any thing, but received from Mr. 
Knight .4,000/. for his father’s use, as a loan. 
upon the said stock; which Mr. Knight very 
readily paid him without taking any note or se- 


curity for it, from the examinant, save the de-. 


- Jivering up sir John Blunt’s note as aforesaid, 

- That there was not one word passed from sir 
Jobo Blunt to Mr, Knight, as if that stock had 
‘peen the Company's stock, nor did the exa- 
minant think, or in the léast suspect it to be sa; 
that the said 4,000/. is not yet repaid, but re- 
mains due upon ‘the said stack, for ought he 
_ bnaws, ae | 


} 


Your Committee, at the request of col. Scott, 


-examined Charles Asgill ; who says, that on or 


about the 1st day of April, 1740, he did, by 
order of Mr. Fhomas Patterson, buy of Mat- 
thew Weymondsold, 1,0007. South-Sea stock, 
at $09/. per cent. to be paid for on the 4th of 
the same month; that applying to Mr. Patter- 
son for the money, to pay for the same, he or- 
dered this examinant to go to Mr, Knight, in 
the name of col. James Scott, to borrow it ; 
that the examinant accordingly went, but Mr. 
Kuight would lend no mere than 2,500/. on the 
said 1,000/. stock, being after the rate of 2502. 
Re cent. of which this examinant acquainted 
r. Patterson; who approving thereof, gave . 
this examinant 5902. to reduce the said 1,0002. 
stock from 309, to 250/. per cent. which being 
done, the said 1,000/. stock was, on the-saick 
4th of April, 1720, transferred by Mr. Surman, 
by Mr. Knight’s order, at 250/. per cent. ; that 
this whole affair was transacted by the direc- 
tion of Mr. Patterson, and the examinant did 
nat know col. Scott till a considerable time 
after. 7 | | 
The said Mr. Asgill being also examined, at 
the request of col, Montgomery, as to the said 
2,000/. stock charged to be sold to him; says, 
that on or about the 29th of March, 1720, this 
examinant, by the order of Mr. Thomas Patter- 
son, went to Mr. Robert Knight, in the name of 
col. Montgomery, to borrow money on 2,000. 
South-Sea stock, which Mr. Knight complied 
with; but said, be would lend no more than 
5,000/. on 2,000/. stuck, being at the rate of 
2501. per cent. unless 500/. stock more was 
transferred to him, or his order, asa farther se~ 
curity, and then he would lend 6,300/. being 
after the rate of 315/. per cent. the then 
market price; but told this examinant, that if 
the gentleman had not bought the said 2,0002. 
stock, not to let him buy it, for that he (Mr. 
Knight) would sell it‘him, rather than puzzle 
his accounts with transfers, and being at the 
trouble of raising the money; of which this 
examinant acquainted Mr. Patterson, who ap- 
proving thereof, ordered the examinant to buy 


the said 2,000/. stock of Mr. Knight, which he 


did accordingly at 915/. per cent. and Mr, 
Knight agreed to continue the said 2,000. 
stock in his own name, on condition that the 
said 500/. stock was transferred, as a farther 
security for the taking of the said 2,000/. stock, 
and payment of the said 6,300/. being 3152. 


-per cent. agreed to be paid as aforesaid with 
interest, which 500/. additional stock was ac- 


cordingly transferred to Mr. Surman by Mr. 
Knight's order, on the same day, or the day fol- 
lowing: That this whole affair was transacted 


py Mr. Patterson’s direction, and that he did — 


not know col. Montgomery till a month after, 
or longer. ee 4 

' Your Committee examining the said Patter- 
son, at the request of the said col. Scott, and 
col. Montgomery, he says, that about the latter 
end of March 1719, col, John Montgomery 
and col. James Scott, desired the examinant to 
huy some South-Sea stock fur their use, and: 


$21) 


upon their account, which the examinant con- 
sented to; and thereupon sent for Mr. Asgill 
a broker, and gave him directions to buy 68,0004. 
_South-Sea stock, viz. 2,000/.. for col. ’Mont- 
' gomery, and 1,000/, for col. Scort, and told As- 
gill he would give any security that should be 
demanded by any person, who would take in 
the said 3,000/. stock. Asgill then said to the 
examinant, he would go and propose it to Mr. 
Knight; and Asgill returned to the examinant 
in half an hour, and acquainted the examinant, 
Mr. Knight would take in 2,0002. stock for col. 


Montgomery, if 500/. more stock was trans; 


ferred to him for securing the same: And that 
Mr. Knight would lend 2,500/, money on 1,0001. 


stock for col. James Scott, both which the exa-. 


minant approved of, and ordered Asgill to buy 
the 1,000/. stock for col. James Scott, and gave 
him money to reduce the stock to 250/. per 
cent. and the examinant trausferred the 500/. 
stock to Mr. Knight for col. Montgomery.- 

Sir John Blunt being examined, and asked 
whether he did not know,' or believe that the 
-said 574,5002. stock, or any part thereof, was 
disposed of to facilitate the passing of the bill 
in parliament? He says, that the first parcel (to 
the hest of his remembrance) of the said stock 
which was disposed of (as this exdminant was 
informed by Mr. Gibbon, one of the directors) 
was about the. sum of 20,000/. or 30,0002. sold 
or disposed of by the said Gibbon (tu the best 
of his remembrance) that the intention thereof 
was for the service of, aud to make more 
friends for the Company, and he does not 
know at what price: That he does nat know 
whether any money was, or was not paid to the 
Company for the said stock, nor does he know 
apy thing more relating to the said transaction. 
Your committee examining the said Mr. Gib- 
bon, as to the account of stock entered in the 
vash-book to be sold, he says, he never saw 
any account of it, but what is in the book, uatil 
a paper drawn up by Mr. Knight was shewn 
him, after the order of the House of Commons, 
and he looked upon it but cursorily. 

He says, that about the latter end of Fe- 
bruary last, Mr. Knight said to him, it would 
be for the Company’s advantage to sell some 
stock, it being then ata good price, between 
* 170 and 1801. per cent. and if the bill did not 
pass, it would be well sold, and if it did pass, 
the rest would sell ata better price; that he 
does not know that the Company had then 
stock to dispose of. 

That Mr. Knight said, he was to take upon 


himself the transacting that stock, and the per-_ 


sons to whom it was to be delivered were to be 
accountable for the price; but that he was to 
transact this on behalf of the Company; and 
that the persens who were to have it, might 
either have it transferred to them, or take the 
- difference. . } 
He does not know of any stock disposed of 
to any member of either House of parliament, 
except what is mentioned tv be done by hin, 
in the account delivered in to the House; and 
dloes not remember any one else desired stock. 


that Mr. Knight received the ota 
+) 


ty 
. a.) 
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He believes that Mr. Knight told him, that 
My. Hulditch and Mr. Hawes disposed of stock 
to members of the House of Commons, who 
are not named in the account delivered in to 
the House. - ; 

As to the 20,0001. charged in the account to 
lord Gower, he says that lord Gower sent. to 
him about the Jatter end of February last, ta 
help him to buy 20,0001. stock, which this ex- 
aminant said he would try to do, and believed 
he could do it; that the same day, or the next 
day, this examinant spoke to Mr. Knight, and 


asked him to undertake to deliver this stock,:at 


three months time, at 180/, per cent. which he 
complied with; and this examinant took Mr. 
Knight’s note for so much stock accordingly ; 
and it was understood that the stock was to be 
delivered three months after, it being not paid 
for before, with the interest in the mean time ; 
that he gave lord Gower his own note for the 
delivery of this stock in three months, and took 
his lordship’s note to accept it, and pay the mo- 
ney in three inonths time with interest; in the 


mean time, that there was 4,000/. South-Sea — 


stock transferred to this examinant by a steward. 


of the duke of Rutland , and lord Gower told - 


the examinant, that the said 4,000/. should be 
transferred to bim as farther security, and' that 


gain; says, that the'stock was accordingly 
transferred to him a few days afterwards; and 


the duke of Rutland was concerned in the bar- — 


lord Gower told him, some part of the 20,0002. 


stock was afterwards sold at about S00/. per 
cent. (as he believes) and this examinant said, 
and kept 


the account of it, and believes that lord Gower 


did not know that Mr. Knight transacted it; ° 


and says, that this examinant’s agreement with 
Mr. Knight for the delivery of this stock, was 
absolute in all events; when Mr. Knight after- 
wards, upon making up the account of stocle 
sald, told this examinant that this 20,000/, was 


Company’s stock, and must be put down s0 ;. 


the examinant said, then he must give him his 
own name and the name of lurd Gower, to 
whom it was disposed of; believes, that other 
part of this stock was sold at $50/. per cent. 


and the other part at 400/. per cent. and thet. 
-no part of the money 


was paid by lord Gower 
till after the first parcel of the stock was sold, 
which was much sooner than the time of pay-' 
ment, and the account was made up by Mr. 
Knight about the end of the three months. 

As to the two sums of 500/. stock each, 
charged in the account to lord Lansdown, this 


examinant had a note from his lordship for ac- , 


ceptance and payment, and his lordsbip agreed 


to give-security, but the price of stock rising, 


this examinant did not insist upon it. 
He believes that both parcels of stock were 


sold in about a month’s time, and that part of, 


it was transferred to lord and lady Lansdown, 
and the account.of it was made up, and the 
money to be paid allowed with interest: that 
this examinant believes lord Lansdown had na 
knowledge of this. being the Company's stock ; 


that he gave lord Lansdown two notes for dee. 


“ 


- 
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livery of the stock, and depended upon Mr. |. 


- Knight.for it; and believes Mr. Knight: intend-. 


ed to charge the said lord Lansdown’s stuck to 
the Company’s accouat, if -hé- could get it al- 
lowed, otherwise he .was to answer it himself. 
And this éxaminant took a note from Mr. 
Knight to himself for delivery of the said 
20,0001, stock, and also of the said two 5001. 
stock’; and that lord Lansdown’s name was in- 
gerted in the account, in the same manner as 
Ford: Gower’s. — = 

Mr. Chester being examined, says that the 
stock he disposed of to members of parliament, 
they actually bought of him, and he believes 
knew not that such stock was the Company's. 
After such members had bought the stock of 
him, this etaminant went to Mr. Knight, and 
bought so much stock. of him, and ordered him 
to deliver it to those gentlemen, to whom he 
had so sold it; and after he had agreed with 
Mr.-Knight, the examinant referred them to 
Mr. Knight, with whom he believes they trans- 
acted-it. ” = 

» That the dates entered in the accounts of 
stock ar¢ not true, as he believes, 


That that the persons to whom he seid the 
. stock, were 
Oe on eae o£. percent. 
Hetit'y Dracks, esq. - - 1,000 at 260 
Sie Copp. Bampfield - - 1,000 at 275 
_ John Bampfield, esq. - - 1,000 at 275 
Sir John Bland- - - - 1,000 at 275 
‘Sir Thomas Senbright - 1,000 at 275 
Charles Longueville, esq. 1,000 at 325 
Sie Wiliam Carew, knt. 1,000 at 300 


which two last, (by reason ‘of the price) he be- 
lieves; were after the bill passed. — 

That as to Mr, Dracks, the’ examinant says, 
there: had been several years’ dealing between 
him and Mr. Dracks, the examinant seldom 
Heer less than 4,000/. per ann. on Mr. 

racks’ account, and there was a running ac- 
count between them at the time of this transac- 
tion; that Mr. Dracks some time after the 
buying the stock fér him, did pay the exami- 
nant 2,600/. for it, and the examinant forth- 


with paid: that sum to Mr. Knight, or Mr. Sur-: 


man, for the same. 
_ As to sir Copp. Bampfield, Mr. Bampficld, 
sir John Bland, and sir Fhomas Seabright, the 


-_ @xaminant says, he had letters from them for 


the acceptance of such stock ; and particularly 
from sit Copp. and Mr, Bampfield, and some 
time after stock being fallen 30 or 40 per cent. 


Mr. Bampfield came to the examinant, and 


told him that sir Copp. and himself ‘were 
ready to take the stock whenever he pleased, 
and about the same time sir William Carew 
- made him the said offer, - 
. Sir John Bland’s stock was afterwards (as 
believes) sold for himself by Mr, Knight. 

That Mr. Longueville came to the exami- 
nant, and offered the money for his stock ; and 
the examinant acquainted him, that he had 
transacted it with Mr. Knight, and sent Ma. 
Longueville to him, and he paid the money to 
@ir. Knight (as the examinant verily believes). 


he 


e 


The examinant says, he does not know that 
the stock so disposed of by him, was part of 
the fictitious stock, said to be sold by the 
Company ; but as to his belief he cannat an- 
swer ; that at the time he bought this stock of 
Mr. Knight, he really helieved it was Mr. 
Knight’s own private stock, and did not know, 
nor had heard, that Mr. Knight sold or trans- 
acted any of the Company’s stock at that time 
or before. | . 

That when he wanted to buy stock, be some- 
ties bought it of Mr. Knight. , ; | 

That when be thus disposed of the aforesaid 
stock, he had 4 considerable quantity of hiv 
own stock, but he did not sell the satd gén- 
tlemien his own stock, but bought it of Mr. 
Knight for them as aforesaid: that he did not 
know that this was the Company’s stock, till 
about the time he saw the account of stock 
sold, prepared by Mr. Knight, to be laid before 
the House ; and then Mr. Knight told him, that 
the stock which he had sold him was part ot 
the stock sold by the Company. ae 
_ Sir Robert Chaplin being examined as to the 
1,000. _South-Sea stock sold to him and Ed- 
ward Rolt, esq. by Mr. Knight m February, 
1719, at 17441. per cent. says the agreement 
with Mr. Knight for this stock was verbal, and 
neither the examjnant nor Mr. Rolt gave ar 
note to pay for it; that neithér he nor Mr. 
Rolt knew it was the Company’s stock, but 
thought it was bought with Mr. Knight’s mo- 
ney; that Mr. Knight and he going into a 
coach together to Westminster, the examinant 
complained he had not money, upon which 
Mr. Knight offered to bay 5,000/. stock for 
him; that at Westminster Mr. Rolt made the 
same complaint of want of money, and the éx- 
aminant told him what had passed between 
him and Mr. Knight; and then Mr. Rolt dnd 
the examinant agreed to have 10,000/. stock in 
partnership, Mr. Knight agreeing to get. it for 
them : that Mr. Rolt and be afterwaids agreed 
to sell this stock at 197/. per cent. and’ Mr. 
Knight paid them the diference of the ads 
vanced price. | : 

Sir John Fellows being examined as to. the . 
fictitious stock sold, says, that he heard that 
Mr. Rolt, of Hertfordshire, had some stock held 
for him by the Company: and says, that he did 
not pay the money for it, (as this examinant 
believes) that he has also heard Mr. Wynn, a 
member of parliament, had some stock held 
for himin the same manner, without paying 
for it (as he earees : That he believes he has 
lately heard, that lord Lansdown and lord 
Gower had some ofthis stock held for them in 
the same mauner: And that these things were 
generally transacted by Mr. Knight, and that 
he should rather believe that no money was 
paid by them for it, 

Mr. James Colebrook being examined, says, 
that in December, 1719, he became acquaint-. 
ed with sir William Gordon (one of the come 
missioners of the army accovnts) the exami 
nant having then q memorial depending before. 
the said commissioners: That he was told by 


925) 


A : » 
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Mr. Dent, a clerk there, that sir William see- 
ing that memorial, asked him if {t was the exa- 
minant’s? Which Mr. Dent said it was; that 
the warrant upon it wad signed, and sir William 


_ came to the examinant the next day, and told 


him he had signed his warrant, and desired 
some of the subscription, which the examinant 
then took ing and he desired to have 5,0Q02. 
of it; the examinant told him, he would speak 
to some of the managers, which he did; and 
thereupon sir William Gordon had 2,000/. of 
that subscription; and the examinant gave 
him 3,000/. of his own; that this was the be- 

inning of his acquaintance with sir William 

ordon; ‘that on or about the 17th of Fe- 
broary, 1719, sir William Gordon, (whom your 
Commitee observe charged in the said account 
of stock sold, to have bought 7,000/. part 
thereof) gave the examinant orders to give out 
12 guineas per cent. for the refusal of South- 
Sea stock, for three months, at the rate of 2001. 
per cent. And the examinant, the next day 
(as he remembers) informed sir William by 
letter, that he bad accordingly done it for 
5,000/. stock; that his partner, Mr. Ruck, 
signed -the contracts for 3,600/. part of it; and 
the examinant indorsed a contract made by 
Mr. Boys of .Kent, for the remaining 4,000/. 
About the middle of May, sir William demand- 
ed a performance of this bargain, which was 
accordingly completed, and he believes sir 


_ William gained considerably thereby. 


That in February, or the beginning of March, 
1719, on or about the day when the House of 
Commons was ina Committee about the South- 
Sea bill, sir William Gordon came to the exa- 
minant, and desired him to lend him some 
thousand pounds on South-Sea stock, he be- 
lieves, a sum to purchase no less than 4,0001. 
South-Sea stcck, which the examinant told bim 
did not suit his conveniency to do, and the 
examinant refused it; he was very pressing: 
Upon this he desired the examinant to go with 
him to Mr. Knight, but the examinant cannot 
remember whether sir William Gordon or he 
first mentioned Mr. Knight’s name: This exa- 
minant accordingly did go along with him, and 
they found Mr. Knight and Mr. Hawes toge- 
ther, in the treasury-room, at the South-Sea 
House. Mr. Hawes came to the’ éxaminant, 
and asked him, who that was with him? He 
told him it was sis William Gordon, Mr. Hawes 
asked what he wanted? The examinant said he 
wanted money, which it did not suit his con- 
veniency to supply him, or words to that effect. 
Upon this Mr. Hawes went to Mr, Knight, and 
Mr. Knight came to sir William, and the exa- 
minant told Mr. Knight what sir William Gor- 
don wanted; then Mr. Knight and sir William 
went to the other end of the room, and the 
examinant believes that Mr. Knight then let 
sir William have some of the South-Sea Com- 


" ‘pany’s stock at the market price, without pay- 


ing a! money for it, but does not know what 
sum; his reason for bis belief in this matter is, 
because in conversation with sir William Gor- 


any books to have transferred the stoc 
South-Sea Company, for the security thereof) 


\ - 
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| don, in May following, he told the examinant, 


that he had made up with Mr. Knight the stock 
which Mr, Knight liad accommodated him with, 
which the examinant now _beélieves was the 
Company’s stock, which Mr. Knight Had let sir 
William have in February or March, 1719, a8 
aforesaid; that he thinks sie William mention- 
ed his thus making it up by way of regret, that 
he should have made it up so soon, the stock 
soén afterwards rising higher than it was at 
that time. oe i — 

The said William Dent being examined, says 
he did apply ‘several times to have Mr. Cole- 
brook’s debentures signed; that he spoke to 
all the coramissioners, particularly to sir Wil- 
liam Gordon; that at the same time, sir Wil- 
liam asked the examinant, whether Mr, Cole- 
brook was the same person that was concerned 
in the undertaking, called Ram’s and: Coles 
brook’s insurance? The examinant told himhw . 
was: Upon which sir William said he muse 
have some of it; and sir William desired the 
examinant to meet him in the city, for he 
wanted to speak to Mr. Colebrook; that the 
examinant acquainted Mr. Colebrook thereof, 
and sir William and the examinant met him 
accordingly; but the exanrinant cannot say 
whether they met at Mr. Colebrook's house or © 
at a tavern; nor does he remember the con- 
versation, or whether the debenture was signed 
before or after that time; that some time be- 
tween Christmas and the expiration of the 
commission, on the 10th of March, 1719,.Mr, 
Colebfook told the examinant (to the best of 
his reniembrance) that he had Jet sir William 
Gordon have 5,0001. of the receipts of the said 
insurance, 2,000/. whereof was Mr. Colebrook’s, 
and 3,000/. he bought in order to accommodate 
sir William. | 

Mr. Francis Hawes being thereupon exa- 
mined, says, that he remembers sir William 
Gordon came with Mr. Colebrook to the South 
Sea house, to the examinant; and that Mr. 


‘Colebrook spoke to the examinant to recom— 


mend sir William Gordon to Mr. Knight, and 
the exarhinant believes, upon that application, 
he did recommend sir William to Mr. Knight, 
but the examinant-cannot remember upon what 
account. | 

Aud your Committee farther acquaint the 


House, that in the book mentioned in their for- 


mer report to have heen delivered in to your 
Committee, by the present directors of the South. 
Sea Company, (intitled, An Account of the 


-names of such persons to whom loans have been 
‘made on South-Sea stock, who at that time, 


when-such loans were made, do not appest by 
to the 


your Committee do find the names of several of 


_the persons mentioned in this their report, con- 
‘tained in the said account, of whose names, as 


also the particular sums borrowed, and the 


stock supposed to be transferred by them, your 
‘Committee transcribe out of the said books, as 


followeth, viz. 


a 


‘ 


\ 
\ 
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Dates’ Borrowers Sums said to Money lent 
1720 ~— names. _be transferred. thereupon. 


d los. dd, 
June 22 SirM. Blundel 800 - 3,200 
Aug. 29 Joseph Banks 1,100 - 4,000 
June 10 John Burridge 2,750 - 10,955 
20 Hon. W. Chet- 
wynd - - - 10,500 - $0,000 
22 Henry Dracks 1,100 - 4,000 
10 Cap. Forrester 1,100 - 4,000 
May 30 Pat. Haldane 3,800 - 11,500 
June 20 Sir W. Lawson 1,100 - 4,100 
Aug, 26 The Id. Rothes 1,000 - 4,000 
May 11 Edward Rolt 1,500 - 4,275 
Aug. 29 Thomas Wynn |. 3,300 - 11,745 16 8 
23 William Yonge 2,750 - 13,300 00 


Your .Committee, before the order of the 
House for receiving this report, had taken seve- 
ral examinations relating to several members of 
this House, not mentioned in the account of 
stock sold: and, since that order, your Com- 
mittee have taken several other examinations 
relating to some of the said members; and are 
taking further examinations: wherefere your 
Committee think it proper to confine this re- 
port to the members mentioned in the account 
of stock sold; and will lay such other matters 
as have or shall occur to them, with all conve- 
- Dient speed, before the House. 


© 
oO 
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Farther Debate concerning the Allowances to 
be given to the South-Sea Directors out of their 
Estates.] June 1. In a grand committee of 
the South-Sea Sufferers’ Bill, the Commons re- 
sumed the consideration of what Allowances 
should be given to the late Directors out of 
their Estates ;. and, continuing in the alphabeti- 
cal order, began with sir Robert Chaplin. 
Lord Molesworth, and sir John Eyles, having 
spoke in bis favour, it was agreed, without di- 
viding, to allow him 10,000/. and the same al- 
lowance was given to sir William Chapman, 
Mr. Chester, and Mr. Child. 

A motion being made to give Mr. De la Porte 
the like sum, the lord Molesworth was for re- 
ducing it to 7,000/, but upon the question, whe- 
ther to allow him 10,000/. or 7,0001. it was 
‘carried for 10,000/. by 150 votes against 69. 

Mr. Eyles’s case appearing in a favourable 
light, he was allowed 20,000/. without dividing ; 
and Mr. Edmunson’s estate amounting to littl 
more than 5,000/. it was moved to allow him 
the whole, and to leave him out of the bill; but 
after some debate, it was agreed to allow him 
only $,0001. 

hen the question was put, whether to al- 
low Mr. Gibbon* 15,000/. or 10,0002. and it 
was resolved for the latter without dividing. 


* This Mr. Edward Gibbon was the grand- 
. father of our celebrated Historian, who, in the 
Memoirs of his own Life and Writings, has given 
us the following interesting account of his an- 
cestor: 

“« The successful industry of my grandfather 
raised him above the level of his immediate 
ancestors; he appeared to have launched into 


It appearing that Mr. Gore and sir Willian 
Hammond had little or no share in the fraudu- 
ent contrivances of the leading directors, the 
first was allowed 20,0002. the other 10,000/.. 


various and extensive dealings; even his opinions 


were subordinate to his interest; and I find 
him in Flanders, clothing king William’s troops, 


| while he would have contracted with more 


pleasure, though not perhaps at a cheaper rate, 
for the service of king James. During his re- 
sidence abroad, his concerns at home were 
managed by his mother Hester, an active and 
notable woman. Her second husband was a 
widower, of the name of Acton; they anited 
the children of their first nuptials. . After his 
marriage with the daughter of Richard Acton, 
goldsmith in Leadenhall-street, he gave bis 
uwn sister to sir Whitmore Acton, of Alden- 
ham; and I am thus connected, by a triple 
alliance, with that ancient and loyal family of 
Shropshire baronets. It consisted about that 
time of seven brothers, all of gigantic stature ; 
one of whom, a pigmy of: six feet two inches, 
confessed himself the last and least of the 
seven; adding, in the true spirit of party, tha¢ . 
such men were not born since the Revolution. 
Under the Tory administration of the four last 
years of queea Anne, (1710—1714) Mr. Edw. 
Gibbon was appointed one of the commis- 
sioners of the customs; he sat at that board 
with Prior; but the merchant was better quali- 
fied for his station than the poet; since lord 


Bolingbroke has been heard to declare, that, 


he had never conversed with a man, who more 
clearly understood the commerce and finances 
of England. In the year 1716, he was elected 
one of the Directors of the South Sea Com- 
pany; and his books exhibited the proof that, 
before his acceptance of this fatal office, he 
had acquired an independent fortune of sixty 
thousand pounds. | 
‘* But his fortune was overwhelmed in the 
shipwreck of the year twenty, and the labours 
of thirty years were blasted in a single day. 
Of the use or abuse of the South Sea scheme, 
of the guilt or innocence, of my grandfather and ~ 
his brother Directors, I am neither a competent. 
nor a disinterested judge. Yet the equity of 
modern times must condemn the violent and 
arbitrary proceedings, which would have dis- 
raced the cause of justice, and would render 
injustice still more odious. No sooner had the 
nation awakened from its golden dream, than 
a popular and even a parliamentary clamour 
demanded their victims; but it was acknow-~ 
ledged, on all sides, that the South Sea Direc- 
tors, however guilty, could not be touched by 


any known laws of the land. The speech of | 


lord Molesworth, the author of the State of 
Denmark, may shew the temper, or rather the 
intemperance, of the House of Commons, 
‘ Extraordinary crimes (exclaimed that ardent 
‘ Whig) call aloud for extraordinary remedies. 
‘The Roman lawgivers had not foreseen the 
‘ possible existence uf a parricide: but as soon 
‘ as the first monster appeared, he was sown in 


Ss Se 
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It was proposed to give Mr. Hawes 1,000/. 
but sir Nathaniel Gould having observed, that 
he was very active in the late vile practices, and 
had occasioned the ruin of many people, par- 
ticularly of some gentlemen he had been under 
in the Navy-Office, Mr. Docminicque moved 
thereupon, and it was agreed, without dividing, 
to allow him only 31/2. being the odd money of 
the particulars of his estate. 

. Lord Hinchinbroke and sir Robert Rich spoke 
in favour of Mr. Horsey, and moved for allow- 


© a sack, and cast headlong into the river; and 
“1 shall be content to inflict the same treat- 
‘ment on the authors of our present ruin.’ 
Fis motion was not literally adopted; but a 
bill of pains and penalties was introduced, a 
retroactive statute, to punish the offences, 
which did not exist at the time they were com- 
mitted. Such a pernicious violation of liberty 
and law can be excused only by the most im- 
perious necessity ; nor could it be defended on 
this occasion by the plea of impending danger 
or useful example. The legislature restrained 
the persons of the Directors, imposed an ex- 
erbitant security for their appearance, and 
marked their characters with a previous note of 
ignominy; they were compelled to deliver, 
upon oath, the strict value of their estates ; 
and were disabled from making any transfer or 
alienation of any part of their property. 
Against a bill of pains and penalties it is the 
common right of every subject to be heard by 
his counsel at the bar; they prayed to be 
heard ; their prayer was refused; and their 
oppressors, who required no evidence, would 
listen to no defence. It had been at first pro- 
posed that one-eighth of their respective estates 
should be allowed fur the future support of the 
Directors; but it was speciously urged, that in 
the variuus shades of opulence and guilt, such 
an unequal proportion would be too light 
for many, and for some might possibly be 
teo heavy. The character and conduct of 
each man were separately weighed ; but, in- 
stead of the calm solemnity of a judicial in- 
quiry, the fortune and hovour of ‘33 English- 
men were made the topic of hasty conversa- 
tion, the sport of a lawless majority; and the 
basest member of the committee, by a malicious 
word or a silent vote, might indulge his general 
spleen or personal animosity. Injury was ag- 
gravated by insult, and insult was embittered 
by pleasantry, Allowances of twenty pounds, 
or one shilling, were facetiously moved.’ A 
vague report that a Director had formerly been 


_ concerned in another project,. by which some 
-unknown persons had Jost their money, was 


admitted as a proof of his actual'guilt. One 
man was ruined because he had dropt a foolish 
speech, that his horses sheuld feed upon gold; 
another because he was grown so proud, that, 
One day at the treasury, he had refused a civil 
answer to persons much above him. All were 
condemned, absent and unheard, in arbitrary 
fines and forfeitures, which swept away the 
greatest part of their substance, Such bold 
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ing him 10,000/. which was carried without 
dividing ; ‘after which it was debated, whether 
to allow Mr. Holditch 500/. 1,000/. or 5,0002,_ 
the voices were equally divided, viz. 86 and 86. 
upon which Mr. Clayton, the chairman, gave 
the casting vote for 5,000/. 

June 23. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, proceeded on the same affair, and began 
with sir Theodore Janssen: Mr. Horatio Wal- 
pole and sir Richard Steele lmving spoke ia his ~ 
favour, they were answered by general Ross 


oppression can scarcely a3 shielded by the om- 
nipotence of parliament; and yet it may be 
seriously questioned, whether the judges of the 
South Sea Directors were the true and legal 
representatives of theircountry. The first par- 
liament of George the 1st had been chosen’ 
(1715) for three years ; the term had elapsed, 
their trust was expired: and the four additional 
years (1718-1722), during, which they con- 
tinued to sit, were derived not from the people, 
but from themselves; from the strong mea- 
sure of the septennial bill, which can only 
be paralleled by ‘ il serar di consiglio’ of the 
Venetian history. _ Yet candour will own, that 
to the same parliament, every Englishman is 
deeply indebted : the septennial act, so vicious 
in its origin, has been sanctioned by time, ex- 
perience, and the national consent. Its first 
operation secured the House of Hanover on 
the throne, and its permanent influence main- 
tains the peace and stability of government. 
As often as a repeal has been moved in the 
House of Commons, I have given in its defence | 
a clear and conscientious vote. 

“* My grandfather could not expect to he 
treated with more lenity than his companions. 
His Tory principles and connections rendered 
him obnoxious to the ruling powers; his name 
is reported in a suspicious secret; and his 
well-known abilities could not plead the excuse 
of ignorance or error. In the first proceedings 
against the South Sea Directors, Mr. Gibbon is 
one of the few who were taken into custody ; 
and, in the final sentence, the. measure of his 
fine proclaims him eminently guilty. The total 
estimate which he delivered on oath to the 
House of Commons amounted to 106,543/. 5s. 
6d., exclusive of antecedent settlements. Two 
different allowances of 15 and of 10,000/. were’ 
moved for Mr. Gibbon; but, én the question 
being put, it was carried without a division, 
for the smaller sum, On these ruins, with the 
skill and credit, of which parliament had not 
been able to despoil him, my grandfather at a 


mature age erected the edifice of a new fortune: © 


the labours of sixteen years were amply re- 
warded; and I have reason to believe that 
the second structure was nat much inferior to 
the first. He had realized a very considerable 
property in Sussex, Hampshire, Buckingham- 
shire, and the New River Company; and had 
acquired a spacious house, with gardens and 
lands, at Putney, in Surrey, where he resided 
in decent hospitality. He died in Dee, 1736, 
at the age of seventy,” — * | 
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and sir Joseph Jeky!]; but Mr. Trenchard moy- 
ing fer allowing him 50,000/. and the question 
being put thereupon, it was carried in the af- 
firmative, by a majority of 134 votes against 
118. | 
_" Sir Jacob Jacobson being one of those who 
tad the least share in the management of the 
fraudulent scheme, Mr. Hungerford moved to 
allow. him 11,000. which was all his estate, 
except 4811. 4s. which was agreed to withoyt a 
negative. . = 
ir, Ingram’s case being much the like, Mr. 
Pulteney moved for allowing him 12,0002. near 
three fourtis of his «state, and bemy seconded 
hy ford Hinciunbroke, it was cariied withcut 
dividing. , 


The next was sir Joho Lambert: some mem- 
bers were inclined to believe him innocent, as 
.to the first projection pf the villainous scheme, 
and thereupon a motion was made to give him 
20,000/. some would have reduced it to 10,0001. 
some to 5,000/. ahd some to 3,000/. But at 
Jast the question being put for 5,000. it was 
carried without dividing. 

- Then it was moved, and carried without op- 
position, to atlow sir Harcourt Master 5,0001. 
and in the same manner Mr. Morley bad 1,800/. 
allowed him. 

' A Member having moved to allow Mr. Page 

. 10,0002. another would have reduced it to 
5,000/., but the question being put, which of the 
two sums should be given him, it was carried 
for 10,0002. without a division. 


Col. Raymond was next; and his case ap-' 


oe pearing favourable, Mr. Heysham moved for al- 
owing him 30,000/. and being seconded by Mr. 
Toffnel, sir Robert Raymond, and Mr. Hunger- 
ford, no opposition was made to Mr. Hey- 
-sham’s motion, _ | 
After this, Mr. Sloper moved for allowing 
Mr. Read 10,000/., and, being backed by sir 
- John Ward and Mr. Docininicque, the same 
was carricd without any debate. 
* In the like manner the sum of 14,000/. was 
allowed to Mr. Reynolds, | a 
June 3. Mr. Hunge:ford having moved for 
allowing Mr. Siw'tidge 10,0004 he was op- 
posed by Mr. Lownd..s, lord Molesworth, sir 
Adolphus Oughton, and Mr. Horatio Walpole: 
but at last, a nember moviny for 5,0002. it was 
agreed to without dividing. In the same man- 
ner, the sum of 15,0002. was allowed to Mr. 
Tillard, and 8002. to Mr. Turner, which was 


riear his whole estate. ~ 


Having gone through with the Directors, the 
Committce proceeded to Mr. Surman, the De- 
puty Cashier, whose case occasioned a debate 
of about an hour and a half. 

Mr. Grey Neville, who spoke most in his be- 
half, represented, That in the course of the 

~ whole affair he had only acted asa servant, and 
by the command either of Mr. Knight, or of 
the Directors, and therefore strenuously insisted, 
that he might be left out ofthe bill, 
Mr. Arthur Moore spoke likewise in his fa- 
vour, and moved to allow him 30,000/, 


Mr. Hungerford would have reduced it te 
20,0001. a 

Mr. Lechmere to 12,0001. 

Another member to 10,0002, and another to 
5,000/. All these were opposed by sir Joseph 
Jekyll, serjeant Pengelly, and Mr. Horatio Wal- 
pole, whu would not have allowed him above 
20/. or 301. At last the question being put for 
allowing him 5,000/, it was agreed to without 
dividing, J 

June 10. The Commons, in a Committee of 
the whole House; considered farther of the 
Seuth Sea Sufferers’ Bill, particularly with re- 
lation to the Allowances to be given to Mr. 
Grigsby. , 

Mr. Arthur Moore moved to allow him 
10,0002. but | 

Another member said, That since that up- 


start was once 50 prodigally vain, as to bid his 


coachman feed his horses with gold, no doubt 
but be ceuld feed onit himself; and therefore 
he moved, That he might be allowed as much 
gold as he could eat, and that the rest of his 
estate might go towards the relief of the suf= 
ferers. a 

After this a motion being made for allowing 
him 2,000/, it was carried without a division. 


Mr. Aislabie’s case 
deration. , - 
"Mr. Robert Walpole moved, that so much of 
his estate might be allowed him, as he was 
possessed of towards the end of the year 1719, 
before the South Sea bill was brought in,* and 


came next under consi- 


* That Mr. Aislabie took an active part in 
behalf of the first Proposal of the South Sea 
Directors, [See p. 626.] in January 1720, ape 
pears from the following extract of a letter from 
Mr. Thomas Brodrick to the Lord Chancellor 
Middleton. _ ° 

‘‘ Friday (the day of great expectation) the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in pretty gene- 
ral terms, opened the South Sea Company’s 
scheme of a proposal for putting the National 
Debt in such a way of payment as might ef- 
feétit inthe shortest time possible: This he 
gave us to understand, would be 25 years ; but 
Mr. Lechmere, in the subsequent part of the 
debate, eked it out to 26 years. Alter Mr. 
Aislaby had spentabove an hour in his ha-— 
rangue, the secretary got up, congratulatea him 
upon the clear and perfectly intelligible ght 
he had put the matter in, and the nation on 
the prospect sri had hereby of finding them- 
selves out of debt sooner than was generally 
expected: concluding, that no ‘ofher regufar 
motion could be made, than that the chairman 
should report our having made some progress, 


and desiring leave to sit again: for that he took 


for granted, every gentleman’s kemy eat! and 
willing to receive a proposal from the South 
Sea Company, upon the toot of what had been 


so well opened. A profound silence ensued 


for a full quarter of an hour: every body ex- 
“pecting who would first rise ; when ,the secre- 
‘tary getting up to make his motion in form, I 


4 
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this motion was backed by Mr. Erle, sir Charles 


Hotham, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. | 


Ward, and Mr. Palmer. Qn the other hand, 

Mr. Freeman moved, that all he had got 
since the year 1714, might be confiscated and 
applied to the use of the public; and be was 
supported by 

Sir Jseph Jekyll, who urged, That it was in 
the power of the lords of the treasury to have 
prevented the mischief that had been done by 
the Directors. 

Mr. Brodriek, Mr. Sloper, sir William Wynd- 
ham, and some others, spoke on the same side, 
and the question being put, That all the estate 
which Mr, Aislabie was possessed of in the 
, year 1719, be Jeft for him and his family; the 
same, upon a division, was carried in the nega- 
tive by a majority of 18 votes. Then another 
motion was made, and the question put, for al- 
Jowing him and his family all the estate he was 
possessed of on the 20th of October .1718, 
which was carried in the affirmative by a ma- 
jority of 113 voices against 95. 


The following is the Balance of the Estates of 
the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Directors, Deputy-Cashier, and Accompt- 
ant, of the South Sea Company, as de- 
livered upon oath to the Barons of the Ex- 


rose, and was pointed to. I readily agreed 
with the two gentlemen who had spoke, that till 
the national debt was discharged, or at least in 
a fair way of being so, we were not to expect 
making that figure we formerly had. I said, I 


could go farther, making use of the expression: 


ofa gentleman (Mr. Hutcheson) who told us 
in a former session, that till this was done, we 
could not (properly speaking) call ourselves a 
. Ration ; that therefore every scheme or propo- 
sal tending thereto, ought tv be. received and 
considered. But that the occasion of my now 
speaking was, that the first gentleman who 
_ spoke, seemed to me to recommend the scheine 
not only in opposition, but even exclusively of 

all others: and that the next had chimed in 
. with him ; that I hoped, in order to make the 
best bargain we could, every other company, 
‘’ may any other society of men might be at as full 
liberty to make proposals as the South Sea 


Company, since every gentleman must agree: 


. this to be the likeliest way to make a good 
bargain for the public. 

‘¢ Our great men looked as if thunderstruck, 
and one of them in particular, turned as pale 
. asmy cravat. Upon this ensued a debate of 
above two hours. Our ministers (as they might 


in a committee) spoke again and again ; for 


“their auxiliaries proved faint hearted. Mr. 
. Aislaby, in heat, used this unguarded expres- 
. sion ; Things of this nature must. be carried on 
. with a spirit ; to. which sir Joseph Jekyll, -wath 
. a good deal uf warmth, took very just excep- 
_ tion; This spirit, says hé, is what has undone 


the nation ; our business is to consider tho- 
roughly, deliberate calmly, and judge of the 


whole upon reason, not with the spirit meo- 


Vor, VIL 
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_ chequer; together with the Allowance made, 
by the Committee, to each person out of 


their respective estates. 


Persons Estates, Allowatices 
te $s. d. e 

Sir John Fellows, ae 

sub-governor - - 248,096 0 6 10,000 
Charles Joye, esq. | 2 

deputy-governor 40,105 2 0 5,000 
Mr. Astel - - - - - 27,750 19 8% 5,000 
Sir John Blunt - - - 183,849 10 82 1,000 
Sir Lam, Blackwell 83,529 17 11 10,000 
Sir Robert Chaplin 45,875 14 5 10,000 
Sir Wm. Chapman 39,161 6 8 10,000 
Mr. Chester - = - - 140,872 15 6 10,000 
Mr. Child- - - - - 52,487 19 1 10,000 
Mr. Dela Porte- - 17,151 4 6 10,000 
Mr. Eyles- +--+ 34,829 16 7 20,000. 
Mr. Edmondson- - 5,365 0 0 $3,000 
Mr. Gibbon - - - - 106,548 5.6 10,000 . 
Mr. Gore - - - - - . 38,986 15 5 20,000 
Mr. Hawes ---- 40,081 0 2 31 
Sir W. Hammond 22,707 4 2 10,000 
Mr. Horsey ---- 19,962 5 8 10,000 
Mr. Holditch - - = 39,527 10 4 5,000 
Sir Theo, Janssen 243,244 311 50,000 
Sir Jacob Jacobson 11,481 4 0 11,000 
Mr. Ingram ----¢ 16,795 0 0 12,000 
Sir Jéhn Lambert 72,508 1 5 5,000 


tioned. Mr. Aislaby desired to explain ; said 
he only meant that credit was to be so sup- 
ported ; which caused some smiling. Mr. 
Walpole applauded the design, and agreed ia 
general to the reasonableness of the scheme, 
wherein however something wanted amend- 
ment, and others (although but few) were an- 
reasonable ; but concluded strongly for heariag 
all, as indeed every bod 
only excepted. Mr. Lechmere answered him 
but little, God wot, to the matter in band’: 
for quitting that, he fell into invectives against 
Walpole’s former scheme, giving great prefer- 
ence to this. The town says, the bargain with the 
South Sea company was agreed at his chambers, 
between Mr. Aislaby, sir George Caswell, and 
three or four other South Sea men ; since which 
they sey Mr. Aislaby has bought 27,0001. stock. 

‘‘ We often observe how far pagsion carries 


men beyond reason, and certainly interest has — 


generally the same effect ; for Walpole being 
writated, rose again, and began with shewing, 
by papers in his hand, how very unfairly Lech- 
mere had represented facts, then proceeded to 
shew his fallacious way of reasoning, and can- 
cluded with going more particularly into the 
scheme, which 1n several material parts he 
exposed sufficiently. Lechmere rose up, but 
he took time to consider, whilst another had 
spoke, in order to reply; but this was prevent- 


ed by the whole committee rising at once, and | 


going into the floor; the chairman tore his 
throat with “ to order, hear your member,” but 


all to no purpose, other than to mortify Lech- 


mere, by the members crying out, * we have 
heard a long enoogh,” 


‘ 


did, three or four. 


’ 
‘ 
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; SirHarcourt Master 11,814 12 34 5,000 | of the’South Sea Company, for which there is 


19,175 .14 receipts be absolutely vested in the said Com- 


pany, and that the said Company do accept 
this stock of the said Company after the rate 
of 300. per cent. in repayment of any sum of 
sums: of money borrowed of the said Company, 
on stock, or subscription receipts, at any price 
exceeding the rates aforesaid, the same being 
tendered within a time to be limited.” 

The first and second of these Resolutions 
was readily agreedto. The Third occasioned a 
long debate ; many members, particularly Mr. 
Hungerford and most of the courtiers, insisting 
to have the whole seven millions remitted ; but 
they were opposed by Mr. Sloper and several 
others, and upon a division it was carried by 
166 voices against 155, to agree with the Com- 
mittee, in the said Resolution. The 4th and 
5th were also approved without opposition ; 
but the 6th occasioned another warm debate ; 
and, among the rest, Mr. Dominicque said, with 
indignation, ‘ He wondered any body that had 
‘ borrowed money, and refused to pay it, could 
‘look aay body in the face.’ Another member 
proposed, That the borrowers should pay ten 
per cent. on all the moncy borrowed, over and 
above the stock pawned ; butit was at last re- 
solved, That the said 6th Resolution be recom- 
mitted. 


Mr. Morley----- 1,869 10 3 1,800 } actually pledged stock, after the rate of 4001. of 
Mr. Page - - - - = | $4,817 12 3% 10,000 | under, for each 100/. stock, with the last Mid- 
Gol. Raymond - - 64,373 6 3 30,000 | summer Dividend, or on subscription receipts 
Mr, Read - - - - - 117,297 146 0 10,000 | after the rate of 300/. or under, for each sub- 
Mr: Reynolds- - - 18,368 13 2% 14,000 | scription receipt for 1007. be discharged, and 
Mr. ae -- 17,254 1.8 5,000 | the property ofthesaid stock and subscription 
Mr, Tillard - - - - 


4 

Mr. Turner - = - 881 17 6 

Mr. Surman, depv- es . 
ty-cashier- - - - 121,321 10 0 5,000 

Mr. John Grigsby, os | 
accomptant- --. 31,687 6 0 2;000 

Resolutions of the Commons for the re-establish- 
ing of Public Credit.| Mr.-Farrer reported 
from the Committee of the whole House, to 
whom it was referred to consider of the State of 
the Public Credit of this kingdom, the Resola- 
tions they had directed him to report to the 
House, which are as follow, viz. - 

1. “ That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that, for the re-establishing of the Public Credit 
and quieting the minds of his majesty’s subjects, 
the several properties and-interests now de- 
pending and concerned with the South-Sea 
Company, be ascertained and settled. 

. 2. & That in order to put- an-end to all dis- 
putes between the South-Sea, Company: and | 
the proprietors of the redeemable funds sub- 
scribed into the said Company, and for the 
further relief gf the said proprietors, and the 
proprietors of the second, third and fourth 
ar‘ney subscriptions, who have now Stock al- 
lowed them at the rate of 400 per cent. with 
‘the last Midsummer dividend of ten per cent. in 
stock, in addition after the rate of 331. 6s. 8d. 
stock upon every 100/. stock already allowed, be 
given by the South-Sea Company to the pro- 
proprietors of the said redeemable funds, and to 
the proprietors of the second, third and fourth 
-money subseriptions. 
_, 8 “ That the sum of 4,156,3411. with the 
four years and half, and one year’s purchase, 
payable to the public by the South-Sea Com- 
pany, be remitted, so as from the 24th June, 
1722, two millions of the capital stock of the 
, said Company be reduced and annihilated, and 
& proportionable part oftheir Annuity or yearly 
. fund, in ‘respect of the said two millions, from 
that time cease. _— . 
_ 4, “© That the second subscription of the ir- 
_ redeemables, as well the Long Annuities as the 
, Annuities of nine percent. Prize Lottery Tickets 
and Blank Lottery Tickets, be made equal tothe. 
first subscription of the like Ahnuities and 
Tickets, by an addition of stock at 150 per 


June 12. The Commons in a grand Com- 
mittee, considered further of the State of the 
‘Pablic Credit, and came to the following Re- 
solutions, which were agreed to by the House, 
as follows, viz. 

4. That such persons as have borrowed 
money from the South-Sea Company upon 
South-Sea Stock, actually transferred and 
pledged at the time of borrowing, to or for the 
use of the said Company, shall, upen payment 
of 10 per cent. upon the respective sums $0 
borrowed, at a time or times to be limited, and 
not otherwise, be discharged from all further 
demands of the said Company m respect of the 
monies so borrowed : and that all the stock so 
transferred and pledged, together with all divi- 
dends and profits thereto belonging respectively, 
be absolutely vested in the said Company. 

2, “ That such persons as have borrowed 
money from the South-Sea Company upor sub- 
scription receipts actually pledged to the said 
Company at the time of borrowing, shal, upon, 
payment often per cent. upon the respective 
sums so borrowed, at a time or times to be -li- 
mited, and not otherwise, be discharged-all far- 
ther demands in respect of the Monies so bor- 
‘rowed: and thatall the subscription receipts ‘so 
pledged, together with all dividends and profits 
thereunto belonging, be absolutely’ vested in fhe 
said‘ Company.” « a a 


SEVENTH AND Last Raront or TyE Com- 


ent, . . | 
5. “ That all the capital South-Sea Syock, 
belonging to the Company in their own right, 
which, after the proposed distribution made, 
_ sball remain undisposed of, he divided among 
all the proprietors of the said Company, in pro- 
_ portion to their several and respective interests 
therein ; and that credit be given them for the 
same in the books of the said,Company. . =| 

6. “ That al} demands for money borrowed 


‘ 


' ~ 
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MITTEE OF SECRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
rit Souta Sea Comeany.] June 16. Mr. 


Broderick made the seventh and last Report. 


from the Committee of Secrecy, which he read, 
ns follows. | / 


SEVENTH AND Last Report OF THE COMMITTEE 
oF SECRECY ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
Sout Sea Company. | 


That the Committee of Secrecy appcinted to in- 
quire into all the proceedings relating to the 
execution of au Act, passed the last session 
of parliament, intitled,—An Act for en- 
abling the South Sea Company to increase 
their present capital stock and fund, by 
redeeming such public debts and incum- 
brances as are therein mentioned ; and for 
raising money, for payment of several of 
the public debts and incumbrances ; and 

’ for calling in the present Exchequer Bills 
remaining uncancelled ; and for making 
forth new bills, in lieu thereof, to be circu- 
lated and exchanged, upon demand, at or 
near the Exchequer ; pursuant to the in- 
struction given them by the House on the 
25th of April last, That they should inquire 
what public money hath been employed by 
any treasurer, cashier, collecter, receiver, 
or other officer concerned in the receipt or 
payment of public money, or of any other 
part of his majesty’s revenue, or by any in 
trust forthem, or by their order, 10 Luying 
stock, or subscriptions, in the South Sea, 
or any other Company, or annuities, or 
other parliainentary securities ; or other- 
wise making use of, or employing, the 
same to their private advantage, since the 
1st day of December 1719, have accord- 
ingly proceeded to inquire into that mat- 
ter ; and have examined, in the most soleinn 
manner, the following persons ; and do lay 

- before the House the Examinations by them 
taken, relating thereto, in. the words of the 
Examinations themselves. 

_ Mr. Francis Hawes, being examined, says, 

“That in the months of February, March, or 

Apnl, 1719-20, about 25,000/. part of the 

money received for the service of his majesty’s 

navy, was laid out in purchasing 11,000/. South 

Sea Stock, by the order, and for the use of 


Richard Hampden, esq. then treasurer of the. 


navy. 
x That 5,000/, part of the said 11,000/. stock, 
‘was sold for the benefit of the said Richard 
‘Hampden, esq. in a very short time,after it was 
bought, that it was bought at about 164, and 
sold at about 199 per cent. that the remaining 
6,000/. stands in the name of Mr. Thomas 
Hawes, io trust for the said Mr. Hampden. 
That there were farther sums paid out of the 
money received for the service of his majesty’s 
“navy, by the order, and for the use of Mr. 
_ Hampden, viz. For the three several payments 
“on $,000/. first subscription, about 3,600/. 
- For the first payment on $,000/. second sub- 
, Scription, 1,200/. which last mentioned syb- 
-, fesiption was sold for the same money it cost 


17 21.—of the South Sea Company. 


for the use of Mr. Hampden. For the first 
payment on 1,000L. third subscription 14,0002. 
Mr. Thomas Hawes, being examined, ‘says, 
that 5,0007. South Sea Stock was bouglit about 
the middle of February, at about 164/, per 
cent. by the order and for the use of Richard 
Hampden, esq. then treasurer of his majesty’s 
navy, and paid for by his order out of the cash 


[838 


' 


| then in the hands of the examinant, as cashier 
to the said treasurer of the navy ; and the said ° 


5,000/. stock was sold about the beginning of 
March following, at about 199/. per cent. for 
the use of Mr. Hampden.—That the farther 
sum of about 6,000/. South Sea Stock was 
bought and paid for in like manner, at about 


9251. per cent. which is now inthe examinant’s . 


hands, in trust for the said Mr, Hampden.— 
That 3,0001. in the first money subscription, 
3,000/.. in the second money subscription, 
1,000/. in the third money subscription, and 
5,000/. in the fourth money subscription, were 


‘bought and paid for out of the public cash of 
the navy, by order and for the use of the said — 


Mr. Harapden as aforesaid. -_ 

Your Committee directed sir Harcourt Mas- 
ter, late receiver general of the land tax for 
London and Middlesex, to lay before them an 
account of what public money he had laid out 
in stock or subscription, or otherwise applied 
to his own private use ; and thereupon he laid 
before your Committee a paper to the effect 
following, viz.—That he had, in obedience to 
the order of your Committee, used his best 
endeavours to distinguish particularly, what 
suis of the public money he had laid out in 
stock or subscriptions, or bubbles, or applied 
to any other purposé, for his own or any other 

erson’s private account; but he not Having 
kept any accounts of the government’s money 
distinct and separate from other monies that 
were his own, or others, that passed ereagh 
his hands, he found it impracticable for bim to 
give an account thereof, so particularly as was 


| required:—That he truly believes he was so 


unhappy 4s to lay out the whole debt due from 
him to the crown, being 37,2801. 7s. 2d. 3, (as 
it is set forth in the particular of his estate, de- 
livered to one of the barons of the court of ex- 
chequer) in South Sea Stock, andin the third 
and fourth South Sea subscriptions, on his 


own account, by which he is 4 very great loser. * 


Your Committee, since their Report made to 


the House, the 22d day uf May last, concerp-. 
ing the loans made by the South Sea Company 
upon stock and subscriptions, have made a 


further progress in that part of their enquiry, 
and do now lay before the House such examin- 
ations as thev have taken since that Report, in 
relation to that matter, in the words of the ex- 


 aminations themselves, 


Mr. Samuel Watts being examined, says, 


that from the 1st of June, 1720, he has served as - 


clerk in the treasury office of the South Sea 
Company, under Mr. .Christopher Clayton, in 
making out the several books relating to loans 


upon stock and subscriptions, the account of 


which had been ‘at first entered in three ori- 


2 
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‘inal journals, two of them containing the 
oans on stock, and tlie last containing the 
loans on subscriptions ; all which journals, and 
all other books relating to the loans, were 
kept under Mr. Clayton’s care ; but Mr. Sur- 
man had the power of taking and inspecting 
them when he thought fit. That from those 
three original journals, five ledgers were made, 
chiefly by the examinant, and partly by Clay- 
ton, or some other clerk ; but the examinanot 
had instructions for what he did from Mr. 
Clayton, and no other person; that these 
ledgers were marked, A. B.C. D and E.— 
That he bas sometimes had the said original 
journals in his custody for a day or thereabouts, 
and the examinant observed there were many 
razures and alterations made in them. That 
the examinant himself did, at several times, 
make many alterations in the said ledgers, 
both in the names and sums, according to 
several papers and instructions from time to 
time given him by Clayton, who afterwards 
took such papers from him ; and the last time 
_ he made anv such alterations, was about the 
middle of November last—That he made a 
copy of the said original journals of loans on 
subscriptions, which copy now remains ina 
great chest marked No. 2. at the South Sea 

ouse, where the examinant has seen it since 
the new directors were chosen.—That after 
that copy was made, two leaves were torn out 
of the said original journal, but by whom the 
examinant cannottell; and the examinant saw 
Mr. Clayton ‘writing names out of those leaves, 
and he called to the examinant, and told him 
he believed he must tear out a leaf from the 
copy, in order. to bring in fictitious names.— 
That in one of the said leaves torn out, there 
was an entry, To sundries 26,000/. which the 
examinant, by Mr, Clayton’s order, entered 
_io the said copy.in 26 fictitious names, at 1,0002. 


each : and there heing”another entry of 1,000/. 


without any name to it, the examinant hke- 
wise entered that sum in a fictitious name, by 


Clayton’s direction——That in the same leaf 


there was set down 11,000/. stock to lord Cas- 
- tlemain, and 4,000/. stock to lord London- 
derry, which Clayton directed the examinant 
to alter and enter in fictitious names ; but the 
examinant could notdo it, the paper being wet, 

' That about the beginning of November last, 
the said five ledgers, marked A, B, C, D and 
E, were copied alphabetically into four new 
_ledgers, which are now kept in the office for 
ublic use; and if any disputes arise in search- 

_ Ing into them, the clerks have recourse to the 
. said first ledgers, 
That Mr. Clayton did, a little before the 
meeting of the parliament, bring into the trea- 
sury office a book, which the examinant be- 
lieves was Mr. Knight’s private cash-book, the 
examinant having often seen it, in which, at 
the head of an account, he saw the name of 
Charles Stanhope; and this examinant says, 
that Clayton, with a white handle pen-knife, 
erazed the letters in the name Stanhope, in 
arder to make it Stangape; but whether Mr. 


Clayton altered the letters with his own hand» 
or the examinant by his order, the examinant 
does not now remember, but says it was ac- 
cordingly altered to Stangape. That this book 
bad a green cover, was about a foot in length, 
and about two thirds as broad, and an inch 
and au half thick. , 

The said Mr. Clayton being hereupon exa- 
mined by your Committee says, he -believes 
there are alterations made in the origiral 
journals of the loans; that all the alterations 
which the examinant, or any other'clerk by his 
order made in those journals, were made by 
the direction of Mr. Knight; that Mr. Surman 
once, by Mr. Knight's order, directed the exa- 
minant to alter four names.—That the exami- 
nant directed the altering several Jargesums into 
lesser sums; and that he was informed by Mr. 
Knight, that such alterations were made at the 
request of the persons to whom such large sums 
were charged.—That he does not kitow that 
such names were altered into fictitious names, 
but that there were 16 or 21 fictitious names 
added to the original journals; that Mr. 
Knight gave the examinaut a list of such names, 
and told him any names would do.—That all 
the alterations made in the letters of any 
names, were made by Mr. Kiight’s order.— 
That he does not remember that he ever gave 
directions to any clerk to insert fictitious names, 
save the said 16 or 21 names. 

That he knows not that the name of any 
member of parliament was altered to any other 
name ;- Lut Mr. Knight told the examinant that 
a large sum being set down to lord Castlemain, 
his lurdship said, that part of such sum was oa 
the account of other persons, (a list of whose 
names his lordship gave to Mr. Knight) and 
the sum at first set down to lord Castlemain, 
was accordingly split into lesser sums, and set 
down to those persons. | 

That he saw the original Journals in Mr. 
Knight’s custody about three days before he 
went away, but has not seen them since.— 
That he has seen Mr. Knight’s green book ; 
but he never made any rasure or alteration in 
it, either in any name, or any letter, or part of 
a name in that book, nor ever directed any to 
be made. | 

That he does not remember he ever’ saw 
the name (Stanhope) in the said green book; 
and denies, that he ever rased any letter, or 
part of a letter, or made any alteration in 
the name (Stanhope) in the said green book. 
That he cannot be positive, whether the name 
(Stanhope) was ever rased or altered in any 
other book whatsoever. But he does not know 
or remember, that he did direct any such rasure 
or alteration made in the said name (Stanhope). 
—That he remembers he did once alter a 
figure in an account in the said green book, 
when Mr. Knight and a- gentleman were set- 
tling an account in that book; but who the 
gentleman was, the examinant cannot tell. 

That he does not know but the name of sir 
William Tompson might have been altered to 
Mr. William Tomps6n, and thinks it was a) 


{ 
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tered. That he hasheard Mr. Knight say, that 
sir William Tonspson complained, that there 
was asnistake in his account of the loan, and 
the examinant remembers he saw sir William 
Tompson, with Mr. Knight in his closet. 

That the first ledgers ob the loans were be- 
gun to be made from the journals in several 
books, and in October 1720, those ledgers not 
being ruled in a proper manner, there were 
new ledgers provided, and the examinant be- 
lieves sir William Tompson’s name was altered 
in both the said originamand new ledgers. 

That the original journals were made up 
party by the receipts taken at the transfer 

ook, and partly by direction of Mr. Kuizht, 
and adjustments made with hun. 

That the numbers of the subscription-re- 
ceipts, on which:money was lent, were entered 
in the journals; but the examinant believes 
there were some errors therein. 

Mr. Clayton being farther examined as 
to the particelar alterations made m_ the 
journal of the loans, says, the name (Brazier) 
was altered, and he believes, that person 
borrowed the money for lord Rosse. And. 
that there was a letter sent by bis -lordship, to 
desire an alteration might be made in ‘that 
mame, and it was accordingly made by Mr. 
Knight’s order.—That the name (George 
Baker) was altered to (Baber) about the 30th of 
August, or the beginning of September 1720, 
by Mr. Knight’s order.—That he believes the 
sum charged to colonel Arnot was altered and 
made less, and part of the sum at first set down 
to him, charged in other names.—That the 
sum charged to John Burridge, esq. was like- 
wise altered, and made less, Mr. Burridge tell- 
ing Mr. Knight that the money lent, was part 
of it on the account of Mr. Bowdige of Lime. 
—That the sum charged to John Barber was 
lessened, and part of it set down to other per- 
sons.—That lord Carpenter's, colonel Murray’s, 
and Pearse and company’s sums were atered, 
there being errors in their accouuts.—That the 
sum charged to sir Cesar Child, was lessened. 

That he does not remember, that there were 
any leaves torn or taken out of the original 
journals of the loans; and says, be did not 
take or tear out any. But opon farther recol- 
lection, he says, there were one or two leaves 
taken out; but such leaves did not (as the 
éxaminant believes) contain names of any per- 
sons, but only a computation of the totals of 
the loans.—That he does not remember that 
he ever mentioned to Mr. Watts, that a leaf or 
leaves must be taken put of the journal, or the 


_ copy of the journal, in order to insert fictitious 


‘names, or for any other purpose.—That after 
‘the loan was closed, Mr. Francis Eyles (one of 
the late directors) applied to the Committee of 
loans, and had a direction for adding 18,000/. 
asa loan to him, that sum having been forgot, 
and that sum was accordingly added to the 
joan, viz. 14,000/. ithe name of the said Mr. 


- Eyles, and 4,000. in the name of Lucy Bain-. 


‘ton.—That he verily believes the sums charged 
‘to. lord Lonsdale, and lord Latchfield, were lent 


[aes 
their lordships, before the loan was closed, 
and that they transferred stock for securing the 
money so lent, — 

The said Mr. Christopher Clayton being far- 
ther exawined, says, that Mr. Samuel Watts. 
was employed asa clerk in making out the ac- 
counts of the loans, and was under the direction 
of this examinant, till the Committee of loans 
was appointed.—That he has nothing to object 
against Mr. Watts’s credit. 

And being confronted with Mr. Watts, who 
affirming what he has suid in his former exami- 
nation, as to the rasure and alteration of the 
name (Stanhope) into (Stangape) in Mr. Knight’s 
green book, and Mr. Watts relating to Mr. 
Clayton several circumstances at the time of 
such alteration, and Mr. Clayton having heard ~ 
Mr. Watts’s examination read, he denies that 
(to the best of his knowledge) he ever did erase 
any letter or part ofaletter in the name (Stan- 
hope) in the said green book, or make or direct 
to be made any alteration in the name (Stan-’ 
hope) in that book.—That (to the best of his 
remembrance) he never did alter the name 
(Stanhope) into (Stangape) in any other book 
or direct any such alteratian tu be made. 

Your committee having shewn the aforegoing 
examination to the said Samuel Watts, and exa- 
mining him farther in relation to this matter, 
in the presence of the said. Christopher Clay- 
ton, Mr. Watts persists in, and affirms, what 
he has said in his former examination, as to the 
alteration of the name (Stanhope) into (Stan- 
gape); and farther says, that when he fi: st saw 
in the mioutes of the House of Commons, 
that the name (Stanhope) had been altered into 
(Stangape) he verily believed it had been the 
alteration made in. Mr,-Knight’s green book, 
as aforesaid, and, not in the books of Turner 
atid company, as he has since heard. 

Mr. John Handsard being examiued, says, 
he became concerned in the South Sea house 
about the 2ist of July 1720, and was at first 
only employed to number the Sd subscription — 
receipts. ‘That about the middle of December 
last, he was one of the eight clerks, who were 
employed in copying four ledgers of the loans, 
into other new ledgers; and that he observed 
many rasures and alterations in the leidgers 
from which they transcribed them, but he can- 
not rernember the particular alterations,—-That 
there were several loose sheets, which he be- 
lieves were copies of the original journal of the 
loans, to which he and the other clerks em- 
ployed to copy the said ledgers, had recourse 
upon any mistakes ; and in those loose sheets, 
the examwinant observed many razures and al- 
terations.—That after the present: session of 
parliament began, Mr. Knight gave the exa- 
minant directions to draw out alist of the ex- - 
ceedings upon the loans, which he did from 
the ledgers—-That Mr. Christopher Clayton 
was in great intimacy with Mr. Knight, and 
was appointed clerk of the loans, and had the 

rincipal direction in making out the books of — 
oans.—Tbat be knows Mr. Samuel Watts, 
(who was a glerk concerned in the loans under 


~~ 
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Mr. Clayton) and takes him to be a person of 
great integrity. 

Mr. Robert Surman being examined, says, 
that since the enquiry begay, the examinant 
has seen the original journals of the loans at 
the South-Sea house ; that Mr. Clayton was 


the clerk appointed to take care of the loans, | 


and these journals were properly under his 
care.—That he believes there were several al- 


. terations made in these original journals, but 


he believes all such alterations were made by 
Mr. Knight’s direction given to Idr. Clayton 
as the first clerk, who directed the other clerks 
to make the alterations, or else made them him- 
self. 
That these journals were wrote by several 
clerks: That all loans, as well as adjustments, 
were (as the’ examinant believes) entcred in 
_ these journals.—That the examinant has not 
seen these journals since Mr. Knight went 
away,—That the original journals were not 
made alphabetically, but from day to day, as 
the money was lent out.—That the examinant 
remembers in two or three cases, he had orders 


‘from Mr. Knight to direct Mr. Clayton to 


make alterations in the journals, which the exa- 
minant takes to be where there was a large sum 
charged to particular persons, exceeding the 
regulations of the loans. hs 

That Mr. Knight had the custody of thesub- 
scription-receipts on which money was lent for 


the months of June, July, and August, 1720, 


and until the committee of loans was appoint- 
ed; and the examinant believes the numbers 
of those receipts, were entered in the journals 
of loans.—That some of the first and second 
subscribers not making their first payment, Mr, 
Knight laid down the money for them, and 
took their receipts for his security, which (as 
the examinant had heard Mr. Knight say) 
brought hiscash under difficulties; but never- 
theless such subscribers had a right to borrow, 
and often did borrow of the Company 3001. per 
-cent. on such subscriptions.—That the exami- 
nant has had Mr. Knight's orders, to direct 
Mr. Clayton to enter fictitious names in the 
journals of the loans on stock, the first com- 


- mencing at the beginning of the loan and con- 
' tinued to May, 1720, the second carried on to 


Midsummer, and the third to the’ end of the 
loan, there beirg put one original journal for 
the whole loan upon subscriptions.—That the 


_ sajd_ original journals were cupied alphabe- 


tically, some time after the conclusion of each 
journal.—That he remembers he has seen Mr. 
Knight and Mr. Clayton together, making al- 
terqtions in the sajd original journals of the 
loans, and has heard Mr. Knight direct Clayton 
to make alterations therein, and enter fictitious 
names. | 
Mr. George Wooley, Mr. James Ottey, and 
Mr. Stephen Crisp, being examined, say, they 
were employed under Mr. Christopher Clay- 
ton, in making out the ledgers of the loans, 
which they accordingly did from foul journals, 


_ which they do not believe were the original 


journals, nor did they ever see the originals, to 


their knowledge: That Mr, Clayton was the 
person who had the principal direction in mak- 
ing out the account of the loans.—That the 
examinants did, by Mr. Clayton’s direction, 
make several alteration’ in the said foul jour- 
nals. | 7 | 

_ That the Paper annexed to their examina- 
tion, (the three columns of which are intitled, 
Alterations made in names on the loan, altera- 
tions made in sums on the loan, names and sums 
added to the loan, which were not in the copy 
of the original journal) contains a full and true 
account of all such alterations made in the said 
four journals, as they can now remember, a 
copy of which Paper your committee have an- 
nexed in an Appendix to this their Report. 

Mr. Charles Clari: being examined by your 
Commitiee (at the request of George Baker, 
esq.) says, that George Baker, esq. member of 
parliament, set out from London to the county 
of Durham, on the 23d of February 1719, 
where (the examinant verily believes) he con- 
tinued till November 1720; which the exa- 
minant can the better depose, because on the 
said 23d of February, 1719, Thomas Conyers, 
esq. and this examinant, were witnesses to the 
execution of an agreement by the said Mr. 
Baker ; and this examinant very well remem- 
bers that he dined that day with Mr. Baker, 


and afterwards saw him take post; and 


the examinant corresponded weekly with the 
said Mr. Baker, from that time ull August 
1720; when this examinant likewise went 
into the county of Durham; and there: was 
frequently in company with the said Mr. Baker 


’ till the latter end of October 1720. 


And now your Committee find themselves 
under a necessity of closing their Inquiry 
into the matters referred to them, by reason 
of the absence of Mr. Knight; who appears 
to have been principally, and in many in- 
stances, solely entrusted in the execution of 
this black and destructive South-Sea Scheme. ' 


Lhe King’s Message for a Subsidy to Sweden, 
§c.] June 16. Mr. Methuen delivered to the 
House the following Message from his majesty: 


“G. R. , 
“His majesty having taken.the first oppor- 
tunity upon the death of the late king of 
Sweden, to renew the ancient Alliances between 


this kingdom and Sweden, and ea stipulated 


by a Treaty to pay a subsidy to that crown, 
hath ordered that ; Treaty to be laid before the 
House of Commons, agd hopes from their 
known zeal and affection for the Protestant re- 
ligion, and the true interest of their country, 
that they will enable bim to make good the en- 
gagements he has entered inta upon this og © 
casion. : | 

_ His majesty being informed that two. ships 
called ‘the Bristol Merchant,’ and ‘ Turkey 
‘Merchant,’ now lying under quarantine, did 
arrive from Cyprus, and other parts of Turkey, 
infected with the plague, and have cotton, 
wool, and other goods on board which are dan- 
gerous to spread the infection; and conceiving 


. 
~ 
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it necessary, for the pteservation of the health 
of his subjects, that the said ships and their 
Jadings be burnt and destroyed, and that a rea- 
sonable satisfaction be given to the owners, 
hath, by advice of his privy-council, caused the 
value thereof to be computed by. his majesty’s 
officers, and ordered those computations to be 
laid befure the House of Commons, that pro- 
vision may be made for satisfying the same.” 


to procure a general peace had been so success- 
ful, that an advantageous Treaty with Spaid 
was actually agreed on and signed. | 

Hereupon, the motion for a Supply being 
carried without a division, the next question 


consider of that motion: The country party 
would fain have put it off to a long day; but 
the courtiers having moved for the 19th, it was 
carried without dividing, | 
June 19. ‘The Commons went into a com- 
mittee of the whole House to consider of the 
motion for a Supply; and at the same time 
took into consideration both his majesty’s 
Message, and the late Treaty with Sweden, 
upon which there arose a very warm debate. 
Sir W. Wyndham declared himself ayainst 
the Subsidy to Sweden, as an unnecessary 
charge. — a 
Lord Molesworth went to the bottom of, 
and laid open, the whole affair of the northern 
war. His lordship said, That he would go as 
far as any man to maintain and support the 
honour and dignity of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain; but that, on the other hand, he was not 
for squandering see unnecessarily the small re- 
mainder of the wealth of the nation. That by 
our late conduct we are become the Allies of 
the whole world, and the bubbles of all our 
allies: but when we have occasion for our 
allies, we are obliged to pay them well; and to 
that purpuse his lordship instanced in the 


Debate in the Commons thereon.] Most of } 
the members, who expected a Message of ano- 
ther natare and that they were to be acquainted 
with the near prospect ofa peace in the North, 
were not. alittle surprised at this demand of a 

. Subsidy for Sweden: bhereupon the considera- 
tioneof the said Message was put off to the next 
day. | 

‘June 17. The House proceeded to consider 
‘the king’s Message, which was again read by 

Mr. Speaker. The copy of the Treaty between 
‘Great Britain and Sweden, January 21, 1719- 
20, and of its separate Articles, were also 
read. And a motion being made, “ That a 
supply be granted to his majesty, to make good 
the Engagements he had entered into with the 
- crown of Sweden; and to give a reasonable 
satisfaction to the owners of the ships called, 
‘ The Bristol Merchant,’ and the ‘ Turkey Mer- 
‘ chant,’ in case it were found necessary for the 
preservation of the health of his majesty’s sub- 
jects that the'said ships and their ladings should 
be burnt and destroyed.” This motion occa- 
" gioned a long debate. .__ 

Mr. Shippen, sir Wm. Wyndham, sir Joseph 
Jekyll, lord Molesworth, and Mr, Butler, 
member for Sussex, who were against the mo- 
tion, desired to know, Whether we were to 
give 72,000/. tu Sweden, besides the maintain- 
ing a great fleet with 6,000 seamen in the Baltic, 
which they thought a sufficient charge to the 
nation, without paying so great a subsidy? 
Urging, That before this last Treaty with 
Sweden, there had been a rupture between the 
two nations; and hostilities and great depreda- 
tions committed by the Swedish privateers on 
our merchants; so that before any Subsidy be 
yiven to that crown, accounts ought first to be 
stated and settled, and it might appear upon 
the balance, that Sweden is indebted to us. 

To this it was answered, by Mr. Robert 
Walpole, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. Lech- 
mere, lord Barrington, and other courtiers, 
That the Subsidy allowed to Sweden by this 
dJast Treaty, and the squadron sent to their as- 
' sistance, was no more than had been stipulated 
hy former engagements: but that the said sub- 
sidy was not like to be demanded any more, 
the preliminaries of the peace bétween the 
Czar of Muscovy and the crown of Sweden, 
being in a manner settled. Neither did the 
king desire any new tax for it, the Land and 
Malt-tax being sufficient to answer all this 
year’s expences. 

Mr. R. Walpole added, That he was ex- 
tremely glad, he could at the ‘same time ac- 
quaint the House, that his majesty’s endeavours 


in the late Rebellion. Tle added, That as to 
our alliances with Sweden, it was a matter of 
great intricacy and nicety ; because the treaties 
which England has, in divers times, made with 
Sweden, are partly contradictory ; and there- 
upon his lordship entered into a detail of the 
treaties of Roschild and Travendallj made m 
the relgns of king Charles 2, and William 3. 
That the engagements lately entered into with 
the crown of Sweden were likewise, in some 
measure, contrary to the treaties subsisting with 
Denmark ; particularly as to the securing to 
the duke of Holstein the dutchy of Sleswick ; 
and directly opposite to the measures fornierly 
concerted with the czar of Muscovy, in order 
to engape him to check the fierceness and am- 
bition of the late king of Sweden. That, after 
all, it seemed unreasonable to expect that the 
czar should restore his. conquests, whilst other 
princes kept the spoils of Sweden : and there- 
fore in order to engage the czar'to yield what 
he had gained, it were but just that the king of 
Prussia should give up Stetin, and the elector 
of Hanover, Bremen, and Werden. His tord- 
ship owned, that the distressed condition to 
which the Swedes had been reduced, was really 
worthy of compassion : bnt that, on the other 
hand, it must be considered, that they had been, 
in great measure, the authors of their own mis- 
fortunes, by their tame submission to a des- 
{ potic, tyrannical prince, and by sacrificing 
their whole substance to enable him to carry 
on his unjust, rash, and ambitious designs ; and 
that any nation who followed their example 


was, That the House go into a committee to - 


Dutch troops, that came over to our assistance | 


4 
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deserved the same fate. To this purpose, his 
tordship took notice of the hard usage of the 
subjects of aaa from their prince, 
which by the way, he shrewdly insinuated to 
have been one of the causes of the late rupture 
with the czar; but that after all, England 
ought not to intermeddle with the affairs of the 
empire, that the getting naval stores for our 
shipping.was the main advantage we reaped 
from our trade inthe Baltic: and he owned 
that hemp was a very necessary commodity, 
particularly at this juncture, [At this expression 
there was a general laugh] but that, in his 
lordship’s opinion, if due encouragement were 
_ given to some of our plantations in America, 
we might be supplied from thence, at a much 
cheaper rate than from Sweden or Norway. 

~ Mr. Robert Walpole, and Mr. H. Walpole an- 
swered lord Molesworth; who being supported 
by sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Lechmere replied to 
the latter ; and the question being put, *“‘ That 
_a Supply be granted to his majesty to enable 
him to make good the Engagements he has en- 
tered into with the Crown of Sweden ?” It was 
carried’ in the Affirmative, by, 197 voices 
against 136. ‘Then another question being put, 
«¢ That a Supply be granted to his’ Majesty, to 
be applied to the satisfaction of the masters, 
owners, and freighters of the ships ‘ Bristol 
Merchant,’ and ‘Turkey Merchant,’ which 
are intended to be burnt and destroyed for pre- 
servation of his majesty’s subjects against the 
plague ; it was carried without opposition. 

_ June 20. Mr. Farrer reported the two Reso- 
lutions before-recited for granting a Supply to 
- his majesty, for the purposes therein men- 
tioned, which were agteed to, _ 

June 21. The Commons, ina grand, com- 
mittee, considered of the Supply, and resolved 
to. grant to his majesty, 1. “ A sum not ex- 
ceeding 72,000/. to enable him to make good 
‘the Engagements he had entered into with the 
crown of Sweden. 2. A sum .not exceeding 

23,9351, to be applied to the satisfaction of 
the owners of the two ships, which were to be 
burnt and destroyed, for the preservation of 
his majesty’s subjects against the plague.” : 


Mr. Grey Neville’s Speech in the House of 
Commons in favour of Mr. Aislabie.] June 26. 
Mr. Clayton reported the amendments made 
in a grand committee to the South-Sea Suffer- 
ers Bill, one of which being disagreed to, sir 
Thomas Cross moved, that the consideration 
of it might be put off till the Wednesday next 
following. This motion was seconded by Mr. 
Budge, deputy-govervor of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, and thirded by Mr. Freeman, who sug- 
gested, That it would be more advantageous to 
mulct the late Directors in a round sum of 
money, to be levied among themselves, than to 
confiscate their estates; and put them in the 
hands of trustees : that by the former method, 
12 or 1500,000/. might be raised by the lump, 
which was more than could be got the other 
way, and with less trouble and charge. But 
the House not seeming to relish the motion, it 
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was dropt, and agreed to consider the report 
immediately. en.e 

_ The House hereupon began with the pre- 
amble of the Bill, in relation to which two 
points were strenuously debated: The first was, 
that the words‘ seven millions and upwatds,’ 
should be altered into these words, ‘an im-— 
‘mense sum:”’ which was moved by Mr. 
Robert Walpole, and supported by the chan- 
cellor of the dutchy, and Mr. Llangerford ; 
but being opposed by sir Joseph Jekyll, and 
some other members,.it was carried without 
dividing, that the words ¢ seven millions and up- 
wards’ should stand. 

The next point was in relation to Mr. Aisla- 
bie, who in the preamble of the Bill is charged 
with breach of the great trust in him reposed, 
and that with a view to his own exorbitant 
profit, he had combined with the late Direc- 
tors of the South-Sea Company, in ‘their per- 
nicious practices, and had been guilty of most 
dangerous and infamous corruptions, &c. with 
other allegations that are made the ground of 
his punishment, in the enacting part. Mr. 
Giles Earl moved, that these hard epithets 
might either be left out, or at least softened; 
urging, among other reasons, that the same 
would leave an indelible blot upon his son, a | 
‘worthy gentleman, and a member of that House, 
and his family, to whom the House had thought 
fit to allow a considerable estate. - : 

Mr. Grey Neville spoke yet more at large 


{in favour of Mr. Aislabie as follows ; 


“¢ Sir, the charge in the bill before us against 
the honourable person who is the subject of 
this debate, consists of these two articles ; 
Breach of Trust and Corruption. The breach 
of trust is grounded upon the 8th, 9th, and 10th 
resolutions of this House, upon which the bill 
was ordered to be brought in. These articles 
contain the several accusations of his having 
been privy to the loan of the Exchequer bills 
upon stock; his advising or approving the first 
money subscription at 3,000/. per cent. his en- 
couraging the third money subscription by 
sending in a list. er 

‘‘ [ shall not enter into any dispute, whether 
these facts can be proved or not; but taking 
them for granted, I'am extremely at a loss to 
find any breach of trust in the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, for having had any share in those 
matters. , 

* Does the act .of parliament direct the 
treasury to take care in what manner the Com- 
pany employed the Exchequer bills? There is 
not one word in the act relating to it. Does 
fhe act direct the treasury to take care what 
subscription the Company took in, and at what 
rates? If the act bad reposed such a trust in 
the treasury, this honourable person, and every 
other officer in it, would have been highly to 
blame, if they had not kept a watchful eye 
upon the Company in these transactions: But 
if the act leaves these matters entirely to the 
management of the Company, whose concern 
alone it was; where can the breach of trust be. 
in the treasury? The Directors and the Com- 
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pany acted under the ‘authority of an act of, 
parliament; has any body ever beard, that a 
chancellor of the exchequer, or the lords of 
the treasury, or a lord-high-treasurer, , had 
power to controul or dispense witb, or give 
directions contrary to an act of parliament? 

« Ifany body had a power to controul them, 
we had, and we alone, I inean the whole par- 
jiament then sitting : The Exchequer bills were 
issued and Jent by the Company, and the first 
and second subscriptions taken in, long before 
the House rose: We saw what they were 
doing, did we find fault with it? No, quite 
contrary: we approved of the two first sub- 
scriptions by another act of parliament, even 
in the same sessions; and is this honourable 
person now to be punished in a most severe 
manner for what the Directors did, by virtue 
of a law of our making, and confirmed by ano- 
ther law after those matters were over; if there 
was any breach of trust any where, it was 
certainly in us, who alone had the power of 
putting a stop to any pernicious practices 
of the Directors, whilst we ourselves were 
sitting. | 

« But, Sir, we were not to blame for not 
having obstructed what they did at that time, 
nor was the treasury to blame, or were the Di- 
rectors themselves to blame, or guilty of any 
breach of trust on these accounts; the tdking 
in subscriptions and the raising their stock, was 
lawfal in itself, and absolutely necessary to 
execute the scheme, from which the public 
‘was to reap so great advantage: But the breach 
of trust, the pernicious practices from whence 
all these calamities have flowed, were the mak- 
ing use of the many millions of money that. 
they had got, only to raise their stock to an 
imaginary height, by lending it out to gamesters 
and favourites, and even without any reason- 
able security at all. They who advised and 
encouraged these practices, have been the Di- 
rectors in their own wrong, and to the manifest 
wrong of many thousands of families. But 
upon this ‘head this honourable person is not 
accused by any body whatever. © 

“The second accusation in this bill brought 
‘against him, is the charge of Corruption, which 


is grounded upon the resolution that declares. 


Mr. Knight held 20,000/. South Sea Stock for 
this honourable person, whilst this bill was de- 
pending, without any money paid, or security 
given for the same. . As for this article, I must. 
‘own I am under great concern for the dignit 

of this House; it is certain that the zeal which 
has been shewn to do justice upon offenders, 
and to relieve unbappy sufferers, is very com- 
wendable: but whether that zeal bas not car-: 
‘ied us something too far in this matter, I 
confess I very much fear: It is not to be ex- 
pected, that when this honourable person 
made his defence, what he said in his own 
justification could be perfectly understood, es- 
pecially on this head, it being the result of 
several accounts, which very few people can 
warry along with them in adebate: I must own 
IT was not capable of dving it, and I could not 
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help being extremely surprised to find, when 
that matter came to be stated in the votes, that 


by those very resolutions upon which this ho- ” 


nourable person was condemned, his inno- 
cence of this crime is as clear as it 13 possible 
to make it. This I believe every one, though 
ever so prejudiced, must be satisfied of, that 
takes but the pains of considering two or three 
of the resolutions together. 

“‘ By the first Resolution we declare, Mr. 
Knight -bought in December 1719, 22,0001. 
South Sea Stock fur this honourable person, 
who paid him, as appears by the same account, 
27 ,800/.-for it. 

“ By the third Resolution we declare, Mr. 
Knight, in February 1719, by the hand of 
Surman, and the broker, sold 20,000/. of the 
same South Sea Stock at 130/. per cent. for the 


use and benefit of Mr. Aislabie; so that then 


Mr. Knight had 26,0002. of Mr. Aislabie’s mo- 
ney in his hands, 'and likewise the remaining 
2,000/. South Sea Stock, mentioned in the first 
resolution, which at 175, the then market- 
price, was worth $,500/. both sums together 
making 29,500/, which sum was certainly a 
sufficient security for the 35,0007. paid by Mr. 
Knight on the 4th of March following, for the 
20,0001. South Sea Stock, remaining ia his 
hands, till the honourable person paid bim th 
rest of the money, about 6,000/. 

‘‘ There could not possibly be any accident 
by fall of the stock, that could render thisa 
bad security. But it is very well known, that 
this was not all that the honourable person 
proved, Mr. Knight had in his hands, at the 
time he paid for this 20,0001. South Sea Stock. 
‘Mr, Surman proved at the bar of the House, 
that Mr. Knight had_10,000/. East India Stock 
belonging to the honourable person at that 
time, which Weymondsold proved he hought 
for him, 9,000/. of which Mr. Surman sold on. 
the 9:h of March for 18,9002. the whole at that 
time, being worth 21,0007. But, Sir, I have 
for my information stated all these matters 
together in a regular manner, and I will beg 
leave to read it to you, gentlemen, that 
if I am mistaken in any point, I may be set 
right. i 


‘The State of Mr. Aislabie’s Account with Mr. 
‘Knight, upon the Votes of the House of 


Commons, and Mr. Surman’s. Evidence 
given at the bar, March 8, 1720. 
Robert Knight 


r. 


Sf. 
27,800 


1719. 
Decemb. To cash, paid him in 
bank notes - - - 
To 20,0001. South Sea 
stock sold by Wy- 
mondsold at 130 - 
To 2,0002. South Sea 
_ stock remaining in 
bis handsat 175° - 
To 9,0007. East India 
stock sold by Surman 
and’ Wymondsold, at 
210 + = = = = 38,900 


Feb. 12. 
26,000 


7 8,500. 
“Mar.9. 


31 


° 


- 


>» 
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To 1,000/. East India 
stock remaining in his 
hands at 210 - - 2100 O 
78,300 0 
Cr. 
1719. £8. 
Decemb. By 22. ooo. South Sea 
stock bought byStrode 
at several prices  - 27,800 0 
Mar. 4. _ By 20,000/. South Sea 
stock bought by Wey- 
mondsold at several . 
prices - - - - 35,357 10 
ym balance due to J. A. 15,142 10 
78,300 0 


“ By this Account it appears, Sir, as plain 
‘as figures can make it, that Mr. Knight paid 
for this stock with this gentleman’s money, and 
had at that time, or in a few days alter, a 
balance over and above in his hands, due to the 
hon, person, above 15,0001. 

‘© But, Sir, there is still another evidence 
upon our votes, which is stronger, if possible, 
than tbis, and which convinced me more that 
this stock was bought with this gentleman’s 
own money; and that he alone was to run all 
the hazard relating to it, than any living evi- 
dence whatever that could be given about it: 

I mean the letter by which the hon. person or- 
dered Mr. Weymondsold to buy this stock for 
him; which order is mentioned in our fourth 

-resolation, and the letter itself is upon your 
table: This letter was undoubtedly writ before 

this inquiry could be thought of; this letter 

"wag writ by a great officer to a commen 
broker, At that time, certainly there could 
be no occasion of any art or management be- 

twixt these two persons on this account. If 

-* any thing can give us the clearest light into this 

_transaction, it must be this letter: Give me 
leave to read it. — : 

‘Sir; I received yours, and did not write to 
‘Mr. Knight as you fancied, but left it all to 
‘ you ; if you can nfake it up 20, o00/. I would 
‘ stop ‘there, since it has risen upon us so fast. 
£ Tam yours, J. A. ‘March 1, 1719. P. 8S. 

“Twill desire Mr., Knight to pay hs the 

* money.’ 


“ By this evidence produced by the Secret 
_Committee against the hon. person, it plainly 
appears to be his stock; and by this letter he 
is jaid under an obligation to accept and pay 
. for it, whether it had risen or fallen; and this 
is law, and this is practice. In the next place, 
It proves.it to be the gentleman’s own-money, 
and not the Company’s; because he restrains 
the broker from buying more, because thestock 
rose so fast, which is not a reason to be. given, 
“if the Company had been to run the risque, 
and not the hor. gent. but the contrary. But 
what 1 IS more convincing that it was not done 
in concert with Mr, Knight, is, that the hon. 
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‘person says, He did not write to Knight, as he 


fancied, hut left it all t2 Weymundsold. 

— Thus, Sir, it is plain, that.unless we un- 
vote what we voted, nem. con, in our first -reso- 
lution, and what we voted in the third resolu- 
tion, and unless we disprove this letter just 
mentioned, and unless, Mr. Surman were 
in the castle of Antwerp, it will be impossible 
for us to go about to make good this charge of 
corruption against the hon. person; but every 
account, every circuinstanice, every evidence 
we shall produce against him, will be very 
strongly for him. 

‘Therefore, I hope, gentlemen will consi- 
der what they are going todo. I am satisfied, 
in the present temper ‘people are, every step 
we shill take towards the relief of the unhappy 
sufferers, will Le applauded by. thousands and 
ten thousands ; but in a little time the fury will 
certainly abate, when we have done all we can 
for them, and, perhaps, that all not satisfy 
many. 

“¢ Tt behoves us to carry our views forward, 
and.to consider how we shall look our country 


in the face if we cannot justify our actions, 


when they shall come to be considered calmly. 
And who, indeed, will be able to justify the 
destroying a gentleman’ s réputation, and tear- 
ing his estate from him, and putting him under 
the most cruel torture, the. severest penalties 
and incapacities, not only without evidence of 
the crimes laid to his charge, but contrary to 
the strongest evidence of lis } innocence. 

‘ Are we to take. away a man’s reputation 
and estate for a breach of trust in matters that 
were not in any manner committed to his 
care; for confederating with people who all 
deny they ever communicated their counsels or 
measures to him in any of their unwarrantable 
practices? For corruption, when by our own 
state of the case there is no appearance of 
corruption in that transaction, but quite the 
contrary? 

“ This would not be punishment, ‘but cruel- 
ty; it would not be restitution, but, in my 
opinion, downright robbery. This, would be 
an act of violence and tyranny unheard of in 
any British parliament. And as the thing it- 
self is unheard-of and unprecedented, so is the 
manner of coming at it. Whoever heard of a 
bili of attainder (enacting all thé punishments 
that can he inflicted except loss of life and 
limb) tacked to another bill? Neither is it a 
single tack, but a chain of bills linked together, 
of the condemned and accused, of the dead 
and the living: but I will confine myself to the - 
person whose case is now in question; and 
pray-let us see how that case stands, 

“ First, a bill is ordered to be brought in 
against that hon. person, to prevent, him from 
going out of the kingdom and alienating his es- 
tate, that both. his personrand his fortune may 
be liable to parliamentary justice, if he should 
be found guilty of the crimes laid to his charge. 
This bill is read twice, and then ordered to be 
committed: upon the motion for commitment, 
some gentlemen are apprehensive, that this 
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House of Lords: to prevegt any suchaccident, 
the Committee is directed to consolidate this 
dill (which as I-have already said, is a bill in 
order to Hing a, man to trial) with a bill to 


punish thirty-five persons already convicted of 


preat offences, by two several acts of par- 
Hiament. mh 

‘Is this all? No. As some gentlemen 
were jealous that the Lords would not pass 
this bill singly, which was to make the hon. 
person to discover his estate ; other gentlemen 
were as doubtfal whether matters might not 
take such a turn, and circumstances be so 
much altered, that in another session the Lords 
might be as unwilling to take his estate away 
when discovered; and therefore as nothing is 
like the present time for doing of business, and 
all delays are dangerous in things of this na- 
ture, by another instruction to the said Com- 
mittee, the hon. person’s estate is to be confis- 
cated; and lest it should meet with great dif- 
ficulties elsewhere, as has been already ob- 
served, this punishment is to be tacked to the 
former punishment, which was before tacked 
to-the bill against the directors. 

‘© Any body would imagine that here cer- 
tainly would be an end; but,no. Why, what 
ean be done next? What, is he to be hanged? 
Indeed hanging would havé been a very safe 
way of working, and would have effectually 
prevented this’ gentleman, who is known to 
have some talents, from making use of them at 
any time hereafter against those, who he may 
imagine have dealt very hardly by him; but 
something else is proposed that answers just 
the same purpose, and that is, a disability in 
the hon. person from receiving any favour 
from the crown, and from sitting or voting in 
either House of Parliament. This severe, this 
dangerous punishment, for the reasons above- 
mentioned, is likewise tacked to the last men- 
tioned punishment, which was tacked to.a 
former punishment, and soon. 

‘© Was any thing like this ever heard of in 
any age before? was ever any Englishman used 
_3n such a manner? a gentleman is locked up 

in a prison, at a great distance from his friends, 
-at a great distance from the knowledge of what 
passes in this House, comparatively to what it 
would be if he had his liberty: and here are we 
_taking away his reputation, taking awayhis estate, 
putting him under cruel and ignominious inca- 
ieegeee not by the summary way of a bill, 
ut by a new invented and more summary way, 
by a clause incorporated into another bill in a 
Committee. 
‘ Is this our boasted jiberty? is this our 
happy constitution, that is such a barrier to 
- our lives anfl properties ?—No, Sir, this' is not 
the constitution of parliament; this is what 
our ancestors never heard of: the several 
forms that all bills ought to pass through, have 
been wisely provided, to give time and oppor- 
tunity for application on one side, and consi- 
- deration on the other; ‘and without these 


’ 


forms, a map may be hurried out of his life, | 


PARL. HISTORY, 7 Georce I. 


hill, singly by itself, may chance not to pass the ; 
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his liberty, or his estate, in as tyrannical a 
manner as under the government of Peter 
Alexovwitz. , 

~~ & When leave is given-to offer a‘clause, no- 
body can tell exactly what that clause will be, 
till it is in the Committee: and before the per- 
son that is-to suffer by it can be fully ap- | 
prized of it, the clause is passed, and there is 
no opportunity of opposing it, but upon the re- 
port, or at the third reading; and every body 
knows how difficult the one is, and how vain 
the other : all the unfortunate person’s friends 
can da, is only, like Job’s inessengers, to ac- 
quaint him from time to time with some fresh 
calamity that has befallea him. 

“¢ Sir, I freely declare, 1 value our constitu- 
tion above all things on earth; and, I think, 
those rebels that fought at Dunblain and Pres- 
ton to destroy it, and who, by setting a popish 
bigotted tyrant upon the throne, would have 


"deprived us of our religion and liberties, as well 


as our estates, greater criminals than those who 
used indirect arts last summer to get our mo- 
ney from us: nay, I think them greater crimi- 
nals than even those guardians of orphans and 
infants who flung their wards into the stocks, 
when they themselves sold out at excessive 
high prices; and by leaving thoge unhappy 
wretches io that gulph of perdition, made a — 
golden bridge for themselves to escape upon. 
Obliging these hypocrites to make restitution 
to those most’ unhappy sufferers, would be a 
piece of the highest justice, both in the sight of 
God and man. But my just concern for those 
miserable creatures has carried me a little 
from my subject. _ " 

“* When I say, Sir, that [ value our consti- 
tution so highly, it is because of its being so 
strong a fortress against all the sudden irrup- 
tions of arbitrary power in every shape: it 
consists in this, that no man can suffer loss of 
life, or limb, or reputation, or liberty, or es# 
tate, hut upon a fair trial, and by the judgment | 
of his peers in all common cases; and in.the 
most extraordinary cases, where the legislature - 
interposes, the trial is to be by a bill; in such 
a case, leave must be first given tO bring in 
that bill; then it must be read a first, and 
then a second time, afterwards committed, 
then reported, and read a third time; after 
which, it goes through all the same forms in 
the House of Lords, where a man has all the | 
same opportunities of making his defence, and 
theirlordships have as free a liberty of judging, 
as the Commons had before. 

“¢ In the last place, it comes to the royal 
assent, and there is room for application for 
mercy, and the bill may-he, after all, rejected. 

“ Burt, Sir,-if instead of all these checks upon 
the sudden resolations of the judges, and all — 
these opportunities of defence of the person 
accused, a man may be destroyed at once, by 
a clause offered in a Committee, and tacked 
to a money bill, or any other bill of a more 
popular kind, which the whole nation may ex- 
pect should pass, and consequently both the 
Lords and the crown be deprived of their free 
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judgment ; and by that means be struck out of 
thg legislature, I do not see how our constitu- 
tion can be more effectually subverted. This 
would be tearing up parliaments by the roots, 
and destroying, at one bluw, all that our an- 
cestors and we have been so long struggling to 
preserve. An act of this nature would be a 
greater iniquity than any of the directors did 
or could commit, and would obliterate their 
offences, by conveying down to posterity greater 
crimes than they were ever guilty of.. 
' & T hope, Sir, we shall not do them such a 
service at our own expence, and therefore I am 
for leaving the lion. person out of this bill, and 
for going on against him, as we at first set out, 
in a just fair parliamentary way, to the end, 
that it he has been guilty of any faults, he ay 
be punished for them; but I am not. for pu-, 
-nishing him for other persons’ faults, much less 
am I for punishing him in such a monstrous, 


in such a violent manner, as will declare to all. 


the world, that we could not make good our 
charge against him, but yet were resolved to 
sacrifice him, and even the constitution itself 
with bim.” 

Mr. Neville was answered by sir Joseph 
| Jekyll, Mr. Spencer, Cowper and Mr. Free- 
man, who insisted, that though the facts men- 
tioned in the preamble could not be legally 
proved, yet the House being satisfied in their 
consciences of the truth of those facts, from 
the evidence that had appeared before them, 
the same was sufficient for that House. Sir 
Joseph having spoke with some vehemence 
upon that head, Mr. Neville made some smart 
reflections upon him: but though Mr. Robert 
Walpole and Mr. Lechmere spoke likewise in 
behalf of Mr. Aislabie, yet were they not able 
to stem the tide which run so strong against 
him, that it was carried without dividing, to 
Jet the words in the preamble, relating to him, 
continue, ; : 


Debate in the Commons concerning the for- 

JSrited Estates of the South Sea Directors.] June 
98. The House went through all the Schedules 
of the Estates of the late Sub-Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, Directors, &c. of the South- 
Sea Company, and agreed with the Committee, 
as to the allowances given them, (See p.834) ex- 
cept Mr. Astell’s, to whom they gave 10,0001. 
sir Lambert Blackwell, who had 15,0001. sir 
Jobn Blunt, who got 5,000/. and Mr. Hawes 
§,000. 
J anssen’s allowance to 80,000/. but upona 
division, it was carried in the negative bya great 
majority. | 

Then a Clayse was offered by colonel Earle 

to be added to the Bill, in favour,of Mr. Ais- 
labie, viz. for excepting from the forfeiture, his 
| country house, gardens, and park, as also his 
lady's jewels and houshold goods; which was 
brought up and read, and a debate arising;there. 
upon, the same was adjourned to the next 
_ day, when it was agreed to without apy di- 

vision. ; 

_ This being over, the remainder of the sitting 


It was moved to reduce sir Theodore’ 


). was spent in a'debate of near three hours upon 


the. question, Whether as the Bill stood, to vest 
the forfeited Estates in trustees, or to mulct 
the late Directors and others, at a certain sum ? 
A clause for the Mulct was offered by Mr. 
Hutcheson, who propused a million and half 
sterling, sir Thomas Cross moved for 1,400,0002, 
but not agreeing upon the sum, the debate was 
adjourned to the 3d of July. 

July 3. The House resumed the adjourned 

debate upon the Clause offered to be added to 
the’ Sufferers’ Bill, -viz. That the Estate of which 
the late Mr. Craggs, sen. was possessed in Oct. 
1719, be vested in the hands of the trustees ap- 
pointed by this Bill to dispose of the estates of 
the late Directors; which being strenuously 
opposed by the court party, was upon a division 
carried in the negative, by 104 voices against 
90. 
‘ Then sir John Eyles, bart. proposed that a 
clause for vesting the estates of the forfeiting 
persons in themselves, and ony laying a mulet 
upon them, might he read, which being done ac- 
cordingly, sir Thomas Cross spoke to it, and 
suggested, ‘* That it were more advantageous to 
the public, either to mulct the Directors, or 
to allow them 15 per cent. out of their estates 
for prompt payment,” but this being warmly 
opposed hy Mr. Jessop, Mr. Milner, sir Na- 
thaniel Gould, and lord Molesworth, the mo- 
tion for reading the said clause a secund time 
was rejected without a division. 


The South Sea Sufferers’ Bill passes the Com- 
mons.| July 6. The engrossed Sufferers’ Bill 
was read a third time with a new title, viz. 
‘A Bill, for raising money upon’the Estates of 
‘the late Sub-Governor, Depury. Governor, 
‘ Directors, &c.’ which, with other amead- 
ments, was passed and sent up to the Lords by 
Mr. Clayton. It 1s observable, that after the 
third reading over the whole Bill, which took 
up above two hours, Mr. Milner proposed a 
rider to be added to it, importing, That the 
houshold goods, plate, linen, &c. of the Di- 
rectors, might be excepted out of the Bill; 
but this motion was rejected with disdain. 


The King’s Message relating to the Civil List 
Debdjs.} July 11. Mr. Methuen acquainted 
the Commons, that he had a Message signed 
by his,majesty, which was read by Mr. Speaker 
as follows: 

“GR. | 

‘“‘His majesty finds it necessary to acquaint 
his loyal House of ‘Commons witb the difficul- 
ties he labours under, by reason of Debts con~ 
tracted in his civil government, which being 
computed to Lady-day last, do amount to more 
than 550,000/. 

‘“‘ If the provision, made by an act of the © 
last session of parliament, fur discharging this 
Debt, bad not hitherto proved in a very great 
degree ineffectual, his majesty had not been 
ander a necessity of applying again to patlia- 
ment upon this occasion; but being me Cat 
to cause a retrenchment to be made af his Civil . 
List expences for the future, and finding that 


4 
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such aretrenchment cannot well be effected, 
without discharging the present arrears, has or- 
_ dered the Accounts thereof to be laid before 
the House, and hopes he may be impowered 
to raise ready money for that purpose, on the 
' Civil Lisg revenues; which, to avoid the laying 
any new burden on his people, his majesty 
proposes shall be replaced to the Civil List, 
and retmbursed, by a deduction to be made 
. out ofthe Salaries and Wages of all offices, 
and the pensions, and other payments, from 
the crown.” 


_ Debate in the Commons thereon.| . After the 
reading of this Message, 
Mr. Shippen stood up, and took notice of 
thig new aud unusual method of asking for mo- 
ney, not from the throne, and, atthe beginning 
of a session, as it had always been the custom 
an former reigns: but now, by a message, to- 
wards the end of the session, when most of the 
members were gone home: look round about 
the ‘House, gentlemen, said he, and see how 
few members are present, when a business of 
this consequence is to be debated. But be- 
sides the unseasonableness of the time, Mr. 
Shippen observed, That this Message was no 
Jess extraordinary as to another circumstance, 
for whereas the Ways and Means of raising 
supplies were always left tothe Commons ; here 
not only the sum, but the way of raising it, was 
pointed out tu them, which was making the 
House a perfect parliament of Paris. That if 
things were brought to that pass, it might be 
easy for any king, whenever he thought fit, to 
make bimself arbitrary, and absolute master of 
our liberties and properties: concluding, he 
was sure, that the gentleman, who had advised 
the asking for such a sum, in that manner, 
(meaning Mr: Robert Walpole) would have 
been of a quite contrary mind four years ago; 
but that it was usual for men’s judgments to 
alter as their interests lead them.—But Mr. 
Shippen not being seconded, it was resolved to 
take the King’s Message into consideration the 
next day, in a committee of the whole House. 
July 12. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
‘mittee, took the said Account and Message 
into consideration; and Mr. Shippen having 
spoke much to the same purpose, as he did the 
day before, was answered by a oe 
Mr. Robert Walpole, who shewed the oc- 
casion,and reasonabieness of the king’s Message, 
the tenderness and regard his majesty expressed 
an it for the ease of his subjects, and thé ne- 
cessity of complying with his majesty’s gracious 
sires and intentions. He was seconded by 
Mr. Lowndes, who said, That s:x-pence in 
the pound on all the Civil List Funds, would 
answer the. purpose; but Mr. Pulteney, and 
sir Joseph Jekyll, were of opinion that it would 
mot do, and therefore they moved for one shil- 
ling in the pound; adding, That if this were 
too much for the present occasion, the over- 
plus might go towards the discharge of the 
Public Debts. ° a as 
{ Mr, Sloper, upon this last consideration, 
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moved for'one shilling and six-pence in the 
pound, and that the tax might extend to all 
tilitary officera, whase pay was above ten 
shillings a day. : 

This being opposed by Mr. R. Walpole, Mr. 
Sloper answered him, and Mr. Lowndes re- 

lied to Mr. Sloper, whose motian was backed 

y Mr. Arthur Moore, and Mr. Herne: but 
Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Lowndes, having again 
replied, Mr. Sloper’s motion was dropt. 

Then the question was put, whether one 
shilling, or six-pence in the pound be laid on 
all payments out of the Civil List ; and it was 
carried for one shilling, by agne voice only, viz. 
111 votes against 110. After this the main 
question was put, That one shilling in the pound 
be given on all payments out of the Civil List ; 
towards a fund for paying the iaterest of 
500,000/. and for sinking part of the National 
Debts, which was carried by 153 voices against 
63. : a 
July 14. Mr. Farrer reported the Resolution 
of the said Committee. Upon which Mr. 
Lowndes moved, That the House do not agree 
with the Committee in the said- Resolution, and 
that the said tax be altered to sixpence in 
the pound) Hereupon 

Mr. Hungerford took notice, That this tax 
was inconsistent with the resolution taken this 
session for a land tax, importing, That three 
shillings in the pound, and ng more, be laid an 
all lands, salaries, pensions, &c. That there 
was, indeed, an instance of. such a tax in the 
late queen’s reign, when 500,000/. were raised 
much jn the same manner, for the’ Civil Liat: 
but that this was then called Rubinism, (the earl 
of Oxford’s name, who was then priupe minister, 
being Robert) and he feared this, would bear - 
the same name. 

Mr. Treby answered Mr. Hungerford, as 
Mr. Clayton did Mr. Treby, who was answered 
by Mr. Henry Pelham, and the latter by lord 
Stanhope. Hereupon 

Mr. Robert Walpole answered most of the — 
objections that had been offered on the oppos- 
ing side. But es, 

Mr. Pulteney observed, That he had not 
always béen of the opinion he now seemed to 
be of; that his mind altered as he was in or 
out of place: and as he might be out in a 
twelve-month’s time, so he anght then be of 
another opinion. To this 

Mr. R. Walpole replied, That it was possj- 
ble, indeed, he miybt be out again: but when- 
ever that happened, he should be glad to resign 
to a person of so much merit ag Mr. Pulteney, 
The latter returved the compliment; after 
which, sir Joseph Jekyll spoke for the mouion 
of one shilling 11 the pound; but the question 
being pnt thereupon, it was carried in the 
negative, by a majority of 132 voices against 83. 

And then jt was resolved, without dividing, 
That his majesty be enabled to raise any sum 
not exceeding 500,000/. to discharge the 
arrears and debts upoe the Civil List, by caus- — 
ing a deduction not exceeding sixpence lu the 


pound, to be made out of salaries, wagety 


\ 


e 


' matter of the * Bill to raise 
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pensions or other payments from the crown. 
And a Bill was ordered to be brought in ac- 
cordingly; which Bill was passed on the 2 Ist 
and sent up to the Lords. ? 


Debate in the Lords on the South Sea Suf- 
ferers Relief Bili.} July 10. A Bill from the 
Commons, ‘ For raising money upon the 
‘ Estates of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy- 
©‘ Governor, and Directors of the South Sea 


‘Company,’ was read a first time and ordered 


® second reading ; after which a Petition of John 
Aislabie, esq. was presented to the House, pray- 
ing to be heard by his counsel ; but the receiv- 
ing of it was vebemently oppused by the lord 
Townshend, who said, ** He had done more mis- 
chief than any man in the nation.” Some other 
Jords spoke more favourably of Mr. Aislabie, 
particularly the earl of Sunderland, though not 
directly, and so the Petition was received, 
and ordered to Jie on the table. 

Then the earl of Clarendon presented two 
Petitions of sir John Fellows and Mr. Joye, 
upon which arose a debate on the question, 
Whether any Petitions from the Directors 
should be received? . The earl of Sunderland 
suggested, that if they were all to be heard to 
every particular, they should sit till next year: 
but though the lords Trevor, North and Grey, 
and Bathurst, urged, That there was as much 
reason for receiving these Petitions as Mr. 
Aislabie’s, yet upon the question, they were 
both rejected without dividing. Then there 


- was another Petition presented in behalf of the 


Jate Mr. Craggs’s daughters, which, after a 
short debate, was received, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


A Conference between both, Houses, relating 
to Mr. Aislabie and the late Mr. Craggs, 
sen.] July 12. The Lords sent a Message to 
the Commons, to desire a present Conference 
in the Painted Chamber, upon the subject 

; Money upon the 
‘Estates. of the late Directors,’ &c. which 
being readily agreed to, and the managers on 
Loth sides met, the lord Carleton, from those 


‘ of the Lords signified to those of the Com- 


mons, ‘* That their lordships had command- 
ed them to acquaint the House of Com- 
mons, that they had received the Bill be- 
fore-mentioned trom them, and found in it a 
charge against John Aislabia, esq. and the late 
James Craggs, sen. esq. and though they had 
read the Billtwice, yet their lordships could 


not find in it the Reasons that induced the. 


Commons to insert their names in the said 
Bill, and therefore desired this Conference, 
to know the matters of fact upon which the 
said. Bill was grounded, so far as the same 
related to Mr. Aislabie and Mr. Craggs.” 
Mr. Sloper having reported to the House of 
Commons the said Conference, they resolved, 
That such Members as were of the Committee 
of Secrecy, be appointed a Committee to state 
the Matters of Fact, on which those-parts of 


the Bill for Relief of the South Sea Company 
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were grounded, relating to Mr. Aislabie, and 


‘the late Mr. Craggs. 


The Commons’ Reasons for punishing Mr. 
Aislabie.] July 14. Mr.‘ Clayton, from the 
said Committee, delivered to the Lords at a 
Conference, the Commons’ Reasons fer insert-- 
ing the name of Mr. Aislabie in the said Bill, 
as follows : : 

«Your Lordships having desired atx Confer- 
ence, that the Commons would acquaint your 
Lordships with the Matters of Fact, npon 
which the Bill, intitled, ‘An Act for raising 
‘ Money upon the Estates of the late Sub-Go- 
‘ vernor, Deputy-Governor, Directors, Cashier, 
‘Deputy-Cashier, and Accomptant of the 
‘South Sea Company, and of John Aislabie, 
‘esq. and likewise of James Craggs, sen. esq. 
‘deceased, tpwards making good the great 
‘loss and damage sustained by the said Com- 
‘pany, and for disabling such of the said - 
‘ Persons as are living to hold any office or place 
‘of trust under the crown, or to sit or vote 
‘in parliament for the future; and for other 
‘ purposes in the said Act expressed, so far as 
‘the same relates to the said John Aislabie, 
‘ and to the said James Craggs,’ was grounded. 

‘‘ The Commons have commanded us to ac- 
quaint your lordships, that the said Matters of 
Fact, so suggested in the said Bill, are relative 
to the Matter of Fact suggested in the former 
part of the preamble of the said Bill, and will 
be explained thereby; and for your lordships’ 
farther satisfaction we are commanded: by the 
Commons to acquaint your lordships, that the 
Bill, so far as it relates to the said John Ais- 
labie, besides the notoriety of facts, was 
grounded, as well upon proof, as the con- 
fession of Mr. Aislabie. 

‘¢ As to the confession of Mr. Aislabie, we 
are commanded by the Commons td effirm in 
their names to your lordships, that Mr. Ais- 
labie did in his place confess, that upon the 
3rd and 19th days of December, 1719, 22,0004. 
South Sea Stock was brought by Mr. Robert 
Knight, late cashier of the South Sea Company, 
for him the said Mr, Aislabie; and Mr. Aislabie 
delivered in to’ the Commons a paper of the 
hand writing of Mr. Knight, containing part of 
an account in the words following. 


| £ $. 
‘Dec, 3, 1719. To South Sea Stock ~ 2 
‘hought 10,000 at 
198- - - - - 12,800 0 
¢——— 19, ditto bought more, 12,000 | 
at126k - - - 15,180 0 
To 1-8th perc. pd.S. - 
Strode 22,000 - 27 10 
To 1 part 2172. 10s. 
lost as above - - , 108 15 
6 24, To cash paid back- 193 15 
et | £ 27,810 @ 
¢ Dec, 10. Received in Bank Notes 12,300 
Received more in full - 15,510 


£27,810 


" \ 


& ~ 
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«© We are also commanded to acquaint your; Mr. Aislabie, §c.} Lord Carleton having reported 


lordships, that the Commons having received 
Information, that Mr. Francis Hawes, one of 
the late Directors of the South-Sea Company, 
had negociated very large sums fur Mr. Aisla- 
bie, and had had dealings for a considerable 
time past in South-Sea Stock with the said Mr. 
Aislabie, and that an Account thereof was 
kept in a book, of which Mr. Aislabie had a 
duplicate; which accounts were continued “in 
that book until some time in November last : 
the Commons did, on the 7th day of March 
last, order that the said book should be laid 
before them the next mofning ; at the making 
of which order Mr. Aislabie was present in his 
place, and did not object or offer any thing to 
the, House that the same could not be complied 
with. But the next day Mr, Aislabie attending 
in bis place to make his defence to the several 
matters objected to him,‘an obedience to that 
order being required, Mr. Aislabie declared, that 
Mr. Hawes, if called in, would tell the House,that 
Mr. Hawes, with his own hand, committed the 
said book to the fire; upon which Mr. Hawes 
beiag called in and examined, said, That the 
said book was, in the beginning of November 
last, upon Mr. Aislabie’s pressing instances, de- 
hivered up by him to Mr. Aislabie; and that 
*- the same book, and also the said duplicate 
thereof, kept by Mr. Aislabie, were both then 
burnt together, part by Mr, Aislabie, and part 
‘by himself, at Mr. Aislabie’s. instance, and 
that the proposal for burning them came from 
Mr. Aislabie; and Mr. Hawes farther said, 
‘that he had not any. duplicate or entry of 
what was contained in the said book. 
. “ We are farther commanded to acquaint 
your lordships, that upon the 20th of January 
1719-20, the Commons resolved, That their 
House would, upon the 22nd of that month, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whale 
House, to. consider of that part.of his majesty’s 
Speech which related to the Public Debts, which 
the House did accordingly ; and that after- 
wards, on the 27th of January, the House 
again resolved itself into the said Committee, 
and the committee did then receive Proposals 
from the South-Sea Company. for paying the 
Public Debts. i 
“As for proof, the several persons following, 
viz. Mr. Robert Surman, Mr. Francis Hawes, 
Mr. Matthew Wevmonsold, Thomas Weddall, 
esq. sir Theodore. Janssen, sir Lambert Black- 
well, Mr. Webster, Mr. Robert Knight, sirJohn 
Fellows, sir John Blunt, Mr. John Faulcon- 
bridge, Edmond Waller, esq. Mr. Edward Gib- 
bon, and -Mr, Charles Joye were examined, 
and did,-in the opinion of the Commons, make 
out the allegations in the said Bill relating to 
Mr. Aislabie.” 
As to the late Mr. Craggs, the managers of 
the Commors acquainted those of the Lords, 
_ © That the Commons had positive Evidence, 
that great quantities of South-Sea Stock were 


taken in for him, without his paying for it, or 


giving sufficient security.” 
Further Proceedings of the Lords respecting 


this Conference to the House, the Lords ordered 
it to be taken into considerstion the next day, 
which being done accordingly, their lordships, 
alter some debate, made the folluwing orders, viz, 
—1. “ That Jolin Aislabie, esq. be beard at the 
bar of the House on Tuesday next, if he thinks 
fir.—2. That the lieutenant of the Tower do 
bring Mr. Aislabie to the bar of the House on 
Tuesday.—3. That the Serjeant at Arms at- 
tending the House of Commons, do, bring up 
sir Jobo Blunt at the same time to be exa- - 
mined as a witness.—4. That a Message be 
sent to the Commons to desire they would give 
leave that any of the witnesses, that are mem- 
bers of that House, may be examined in behalf 
of Mr. Aislabie.—5. That the other witnesses — 


that are not members of the House of Commons 


as also,—6. That Edmond Waller, esq. do then 
attend to be examined.” oo 7 

Then the Petitions of the Executors of the 
late Mr. Craggs being read, it was ordered, 
That the said Petitions be referred to the Com- 
mittee upon that Bill, and that they be then se- - 
verally heard by their counsel. 

Then a Petition of Mr. Robert Surman, late 
Deputy-Cashier of the South-Sea Company, 
was read, and rejected : after which it was or.” 
dered, That an Address be presented to hisma- 
jesty, praying, That the several Papers relating 
to the affair of Mr. Aislabie, may be laid before 
the House. : | 


July 18. The Lords went into a Committee 
upon the Directors Bill, and great debates 
arose in relation to Mr. Aislabie, how, and in 
what manner he and his witnesses should be ex- 
amined ? ; 

The Lord Harcourt moved, That according 
to the established rules of justice and equity, 
every one of them might be examined distirct- 
lyto every article :-but this was warmly op- 
posed by 

Lord Townshend, who alledged, That such 
a method would take up so much time, that it ‘ 
might endanger the loss of the bill, which was 
of the greatest importance, not only to the king- 
dom, but tothe king himself; for if the bill 
should miscarry, no man could tell what 
might be the consequence. ‘This was support- 
ed by | 

The Earl of Sunderland, who likewise urged 
the necessity of passing this bill, to quiet the 
minds ofthe people. 

Then Mr.Aislabie was called in, and, at his 
desire, Mr. Weddal, Mr. Surman, sir Lambert 
Blackwell,sir John Blunt, sir Theodore Janssen, 
Mr. Faulconbridge, Mr. Joye, and Mr. Hawes 
were severally called in,.examined, and con- 
fronted with him. Sir John Fellows declared 
heknew nothing of the questions that were 
put to himby Mr. Aislabie; and sir John Blunt 
being asked. who was the contriver of the South- 
Sea Scheme? Answered, it was none of his 
contriving, but the House of Commons: but 
sir Theodore Janssen being examined about _ 
the same matter, said, ‘ That he always took 


’ Pos 


~ 
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sir John Blunt to be the contriver, as certainly 
~«he was the chief manager of the Sauth-Sea 
Scheme; and that, for his own part, he, never 
was let into the secret of that affair.’ Mr. 
Hawes being examined as to the burning of the 
Books of Accounts, ingeniously owned the 
fact ; Inrtsaidl they, were only hooks of private 
accoutits between Mr, Aislabie and hitnself; 
and which no wise concerned the public, or any 
other private person, besides them two ; 

Upon which, Mr. Aislabie said, He thought 
there was no hort in burning accounts that 
were made up and cancelted, and in which to 
body had any concern, but Mr. Hawes and 
himself. * } 

These Examinations beihg over, 

Lord Onslow stood up and asked, Whether, 
in the opinion cf their Vordships, any rischtef 
had happened to the public? And being an- 
swered by another lord, ‘ Yes, without doubt, 
“a great deal:’ but, added lord Onslow, it 
geems nobody has doneit; sir John Bluntis in- 
nocent, sir John Fellows knows nothing of the 
matter, none of the Directors were let into the 
secret, Mr. Aislabie has done no hurt: there- 
‘fore, my lords, I thove to adjourn ; which was 
done accordingly. 


July 19. The Lords went again into a com- 
mittee upon that part of the Directors Bill re- 
lating to Mr. Aislabie; and 

The Lord Trevor said, “ That from any evi- 
dence that had yet appeared before them, he 
could not see that there was sufficient groond 
to insert Mr. Aislabie’s name in the Bill, and 
to involve him in the same punishment with 
the Directors ; and therefore, before they pro- 
ceeded farther, he thought it necessary to send 
‘to the Secret Comnuittee, to lay before them 
their whole evidence.’ | 

This motion. was-seconded by lord Harcourt ; 
but the same, if carried, being like to embroil 
both Houses in dangerous disputes, the lord 
Falmouth moved for adjourning during plea- 
sure, which was agreed to. After a short ad- 
Journment, their lordships agreed to call in and 
examine Mr. Surman and Mr, Weymonsold, 
the former of whom deposed, and the other 


confirmed,. that Mr. Aislabie had South-Sea. 


Stock transferred to him several times, to the 
value ofabove 30,000/. for which they knew 
not that he ever paid any thing, Then 


Mr. Arstasre’s DEFENCE aT THE BAR SF 
THE House or Lorps.| Mr. Aislabie was call- 
ed in, and ordered to make his Defence, which 

he did io the following Speech; 


«¢ My Lords : -s 

“‘ [ appear at your lordships bar, by your 
permission, to be heard, in my own persen, 
against that part of the Bill now depending be- 
fore your lordships, which affects myself. I 
have been long confined, by order of the House 
of Commons, under whose displeasure I am un- 
happily fallen, for want, perhaps, of proper 
talents to explain and support my ‘own imno- 
cence ; for which reason, i wish your lordships 
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would have indulged me go far, to have heard 
me by my counsel in the usual manner, in a case 
where my property, my liberty, and, for ought 
I know, my life, may be concerned. 

‘¢ T must own, my lords, I come very Hi pre- 
pared to make my Defence against such parts 
of this tong ahd perplexed Bill as seem to relate 
to me: it hath received so many alterations in 
tle tedious passage it made through the other 
Howse, that it was impossible to learn how far 
i was affected by it, till it was past; and it hath 
rmade so quick a progress in this House, that I 
have scarce been able to get a copy of it, be- 
fore I ami brought before your lordships to make 
my Defence against it. 

‘‘ It was some surprize to me, my lords, aftet 
what had passed in the House of Commons, and 
after a Bill had been ordered, and was breught 
in, to make me discover my effects, and to re- 
strain me from going out of the kingdom; f 
say it was some surprize to me to find myself 
translated all on a sudden into this Bill againse 
the Directors, under the new-fashioned term of 
Consolidatiun, without any new offence given, 
or cause assigned, that is fit to be mentioned in 
this place. However, my lords, I now find my- 
self tacked to them and their unhappy fate. 

' My lords, it coneerns me much to know 

the cause of this extraordinary proceeding, the . 
reasons of these crue] and new-invented punish- 
ments, and the facts that are te make out thé 
crimes alledged against me in the preamble of 
this Bill, I have carefully perused and examin- 
ed it, and enquired into all the steps it hastaken 
since I was heard in my place in the Hause of 


‘Commons against a charge contained in thé: 


Repurt of the Secret Committee, and I find no- 
thing but what is new and extraordinary through- 
out the whole. I ‘was heard, my lords, I say, 
upon the Report of the Secret Committee, con- 
tajning many loose and uncertain facts as to 
@e, and, as it seems, innocent, or ineffectual to 
any one besides. I thought I had given entire 
satisfaction to that assembly of my innocence, 
when I found it was the pleasure of the House 
that I should withdraw before any question was 
moved, or stated upon paper, as is usual ; it 
was impossible therefore to know my crimes, 
or the facts upon which they were grounded, so 
as to be able to make a proper Defence there 
before I withdrew, though I had been very well 
prepared to do it, as I think I was. e 

** But, my lords, as this never happened to 
any Commoner before; so, my lords, in the | 
warrant by which I, was committed to the 
Tower, I find no cause assigned for my com- 
mitment, as has always been practised in the 
like cases. waar 

‘¢ Thus far, my lords, I was at a loss even for 
my crimes; but the next day the votes of the 
House of Commons presented me with a view 
of many extraordinary crimés contained in se- 
veral resolutions: crimes which my soul avhors, 
And of which, nity lords, I do in this place, and 
at this Bar, declare I am entirely innocent. I 
saw in the same votes an order for a Bill to be 
brought in, to enquire into my estate, &c. I 


\ 
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I perceived that Bill to make a slow progress for 
some time, till from some fresh displeasure con- 
ceived against me, it-changed its shape at once, 
and became a Bill of punishment, and not of 
enquiry, or at least of inquiry as in cases of 
felons convict, though I had never had any 
trial. This way of dealing with an English 
subject, is unknown to the laws of England ; I 
say, my lords, first to punish, and then inquire, 
the law abhors. | 
“* However, my lords, I thought myself sure 
of the eleven Resolutions contained in the Votes 
of the House of Commons, as the ground of the 
.charge against me; Resolutions that have been 
sent abroad, and have made me the object of 
public odium throughout the kingdom. I had 
prepared myself to answer to this charge upon 
every Article. But here, my lords, I found 
- myself again disappointed ; and these very Ar- 


x 


ticles for which I had Leen branded, expelled, ' 


and committed to the Tower for so many 
months, disappeared at once, and were (if fame 
be not a liar) rejected by one of the very per- 
sons that moved them, as so many loopholes 
through which an innocent man might escape. 
«* So here, my lords, [am at a loss again; 
the punishments are enacted, the most cruel 
torturing punishments, before any charge is 
made, or any facts alledged, and at last it is sent 
up to your lordships with a charge of crimes, 
witbout any facts at all to support that charge. 
Give me leave, my lords, to say, that this, above 
_ all the other extraordinary steps, is most new 
. and unprecedented. An attainder, like this, 
without any legal charge in it, tacked to ano- 
ther Bill that must pass, is a complicated mis- 
chief: an attainder of itself is uncommon, and 
generally abhorred : an attainder tacked is en- 
tirely new and unparliamentary: an attainder 
without facts ascertained, is not only new and 
dangerous, but against the very principles of 
justice, and the laws of the land in all cases 
For this reason, my lords, I have humbly re- 
presented to you the difficulties I lie under in 
respect to my defence, frum the uncertainty of 
my charge, for want of facts stated to suppert 
ft, and without which it is properly no charge at 
all. 
*¢ Your lordships have thought fit to desire, 
: at a Conference with the Coutmons, to have this 
defect supplied ; and they have accordingly de- 
livered to your lordships a paper, a copy where- 
of you have been pleased to give me, in order 
to my Defence, which I therefore take leave to 
read to your lordships. [Here he read the Rea- 
sons delivered by Mr. Clayton to the Lords at 
the Conference. See p.860.] My lords, upon 
perusal of this Paper, I find only two facts 
mentioned, which, if proved, are no crimes, and 
of no relation to the preamble of the Bill. For 
as in the preamble there were crimes alledged 
without facts, so in this Paper there are facts 
- without crimes: your lordships upon this ex- 
traordinary occasion desired this Conference 
with the Commons, in order to be informed of 
the facts that were the ground of their charge. 
They have been pleased to refer your lordships 
or, VI 7 


‘used before at any Conference ? 


to that part of the preamble relating to the Di- 


rectors, by which they sny the charge against _ 
me is to be explained. I 


ave examined this 
part of the preamble, and am entirely at a loss 
to find one fact stated in it; the whole is gene- 


ral and most uncertain, and amounts to no 


charge at all: that part of the preamble relat- 

ing to me, is so far from being explained by it, 

Ay it is made more perplexed and unintelligi- 
e. : 

_ & My lords, it is a strange circumstance that 
attends my case: I stand here accused, aad 
ready to make my Defence before your lord, 
a my judges. Your lordships are at a loss 
to know upon what facts to try me; you have 
enquired of the Commons my accusers, and are 


no better informed ; but on my part, my lerds,- 


it is yet more extraordinary; the accused is put 
under a necessity to find out facts to support 
the charge of his accusers. Was any proceed- 
ing like this ever known before? No, my lords, 
the Bill of Attainder against my lord Strafford 
was extorted from the legislature by force and 
violence, and, in some respect, like this, under 
colour of appeasing the deluded people. Vain 
imagination ! This concession of your ancestors 
made way for all the miseries that followed. 
But cruel and unjust as it was, there were facts 
stated in that Bill to charge that noble Jord, and 
his accusers came like men to this Bar to make 
them good; but where are my accusers, my 
lords ? Where are their facts? And where is 
their evidence? Was there ever any accusation, 


~ 


that proceeded from a Secret Committee be- - 


fore, that was not made good at this Bar by 
those who are supposed to know the facts best, 
and who have obliged the public with their dis- 
coveries? Why do they decline to give your 


pang and the public this satisfaction? My 


lords, I find, to save this trouble, they refer you 
to the notoriety of the facts: strange notoriety 
of facts, that are not yet revealed, and to which 
there is no evidence! Was this expression ever 
n any act of 
parliament? Or did it ever approach this Bar 
before? Pray, my lords, what does it mean? If 
it means common fame or public oa 


, thanks to the arts of my enemies, Ihave h 


my full share, and felt the cruel ‘effects of it : 
but if fame is to be a guide in judicial proceed- 
ings, and in criminal cases, there is no head 
sate; we are all in.the power of whisperers and 
defamers. But has public fame ever -been 
thought sufficient to conviction? No, my lords, 
public fame has been said to be a ground of 


Inquiry, but never of condemnation. © The- 


Commons, in the case of the duke of Bucking- 
ham, Anno 1 Car. 1. did, at the instance of 
Dr. Turner*, declare, that common fame was 
a good ground pf enquiry. or presentment; but 
as this was complained of by the crown as an 
unparliamentary proceeding, the Commons, in 
their remonstrance a little time after, receded 


from this pretence, and affirmed their proceed-. 


ings to be grounded upon their own knowledge, 


* See vol, 2, p. 50. 
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or proof, by the examination of witnesses, or 
other evidence; and in every Article of their 
accusution the particular facts are expressed. 
But. this is not my case, my lords; I see no 
facts charged upon me, I hear of none; it is in 
vain to make a Defence against nothing ; ’tis 
fighting with the air. ) 

‘¢ But since, my lords, the Commons have 
recommended some witnesses to your lordships, 
who, they say, did, in their opinion, make out 
the allegations in the Bill; pray let me examine 


what the allegations in the bill are, and how 


they were mae out by the witnesses, why have 
been examined before your lordships. 

“© My lords, in that part of the preamble of 
the bill which charges me, it is alledged, ¢ that 
Jolin Aislabie, esq. late chancellor and under- 
treasurer of the exchequer, and one of the 


commissioners of his majesty’s treasury, and a. 


inember of the House of Commons, in breach 
of the great trust in him reposed, and witha 


view to his own exorbitant protit, has com-. 


- bined with the ‘said directors of the South-Sea 
‘ Company in their pernicious practices, and has 


_ af Breach of Trust. 


been guilty of most dangerous and infamous 
corruptions, to the detriment of great numbers 
of his majesty’s subjects, and manifest preju- 
dice -of the public credit, and of the trade of 
this kingdom,’ | 

“‘ My Lords, in considering this Charge I am 
at a loss to find in what capacity I am accused 
The title of * Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’ stands there, I suppose, or- 
nmamenti gratia; it is an office of great honour 


- and dignity, but has no relation to this affair, 


or to the execution of the South-Sea Scheme; 
Nor is that officer so much: as mentioned in any 
act of parliament since the first constitution of 
the Company; it is a distinct office ;from the 
treasury, and in some instances ‘without much 
influence, though joined in commission with 
that board.—I must then stand accused as.one 
of the commissioners of the treasury, or as a 
member of parliament, or both.—I flatter my- 
self, my lords, that 1 have acquitted myself in 
these. two capacities with the same integrity 
and good faith as the rest of my brethren ; nor. 
can I understand how I could commit any one 
act in Breach of my Trust, as one of the com- 
missioncrs of the treasury, without the partici: 
pation of at least twa of the same board. 

“‘T have perused the acts of parliament re- 
lating to the execution of the South-Sea Scheme, 
and desire they may be read, that it may be 
seen how far the treasury were concerned, or 
were intrusted with any part of the execution of 
the Scheme, that we may know wherein this 
trust consisted, and so have recourse to such 
facts as may charge me and others with a 
breach of it. | My lords, ‘I know of nothing that 
concerns the treasury in those acts, but what 
relates to the making forth and issuing the 


Exchequer-Bills to be lent to the Company, 


besides the constitution of commissioners re- 
lating to the taking in of the Public Debts, 


_which commission your lordships have atiirm- 


ed: and as to those bills, my lords, no man 
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has accused me, not sir John Blunt himself ; | 
he tells you upon his examination here, qs ‘he. 
told the other House before, that he touk it to _ 


be the sense of the House of Commons, that 
the Company might lend out the Exchequer- 


Bills upon their stock, having been admitted , 


tu hear the debates of the House upon that oc- 
casion, and that they were therefore so lent 
out. . 
‘“¢ My Lords, there is not one word more in 
all those acts of parliament that implies any 
farther trust, nor is there any power given or. 
rcserved to the commissioners of the treasury, | 
to direct or controul the directors, but what , 
has heen literally pursued by thé treasury. 
Where then is this breach of trust in me, as 
one of the commissioners of the treasury? Is 
there any trust reposed in me in any capacity 
that makes me responsible to the South-Sea, 
Company? If not, how comes the chancellor 


of the exchequer, and one single commissioner 


of the treasury, to be confiscated for the use of 
some of his fellow-subjects for breach of trust ?. 
—If then this breach of trust is no where to 
be found, let us examine next, wherein I, bave. 
combined with the late directors in their pere, 
nicious practices. 
mons make to the matters of fact suggested in 
the former part of the preamble of the bill re-, 
lating to the directors, one might expect to 
find these practices set forth there, in order to, 
make out the charge of which they stand ac- 
cused. ; : 
“¢ My Lords, I have looked into this part of 
the preamble relating to them, and find it 1s. 
only said, that they, the directors, under co- 
lour of the late act, have carried on many no-. 
torious, frauduJent, indirect practices, contrary 
to the intcntion of the said late act, not only to 
the iminense loss of the Company, to seven. 
millions and upwards, but the great detriment 
of the public, &c. But the particulars of 
these practices are no where specified: I have 
heard, indeed, they once stood part of this bill, 
bue were afterwards Jeft out as so many incum- 
brances upon it; andif T may be allowed to 


‘take notice of what the Commons upon delibe- 


rations have supprest, I would acquaint your. 
lordships, that that part of the preamble of the 
bill which relates to the pernicious practices of 
the late directors, as tending to the immense 
loss of the Company, to seven millions and ups 
wards, was comprized in these words, viz. 

‘ ‘That the directors have been guilty of se« 
‘veral curruptions, breaches of trust, frauds, 
“and abuses, by contriving,the fictitious stock 
© of 574,500/. stock, and entering it in their 
‘ books, to be sold for 1,213,5754 

‘-That they aiso lent upon stock, or pretend- 
‘ed stock, contrary to the resolutions of. the 
‘court of directors, several syms amounting to 
$943,631/. over and above the 500,000/. to 
‘which the loans were: restrained ; and more, 
‘ 406,903/, over and above the sums limited to 
‘ be lent; and more, several sums beyond what 
‘ they were limited, which excesseg amyupt ip 
* the whole to 3,746,467, | 


By the reference the Come. . 


» 
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‘That they also lent upon subscription-re- 
* ceipts 2,219,089/, without authority from the 


* Company, which sien or pretended loans, ' 


© upon the stacks and subscriptions, amount in 
® the whole to 5,965,556], 
° dé ‘ aL. 
Fictitious Stock - - - - = = 1,218,575 
Total on Stock and Subscriptions - 5,965,556 


L£. 7,179,131" 


~ 


_ Here, my Lords, you have a plain account 
of all the directors’ pernicious practices ; let it 
now be enquired, what evidence has been given 
to your lordships, to make out my having com- 
bined with them in all, or any of those prac- 
‘tices. ~ 

~ “ Asto the first Article in rejation to their 
contriving the fictitious stock of 574,500/. and 
entering it in their books, to be sold 1,213,575/. 
there is not one word said by any of the direc- 
tors, that I was privy to it, or that they ever 


freard, or suspected, or that there was even so. 


much as a whisper amongst them, that I had, 
or was to have any part of it; and the Secret 
Committee ‘themselves, after having, in the 
most extraordinary, as well as the most solemn 


‘manner, examined them all to thi’ fact, were: 


pleased to say, there was no such charge against 
me. 
_ As this was the fund for all the corruption, 
and the source of all our misfortunes, I think 
inyself extremely happy, let my fate be. what it 
wil], that I stand clear and acquitted, in the 
judgment of my worst enemies, of this criminal 
and cursed transaction. And as this was a 
work of darkness, that has not yet been per- 
fectly brought to light, and as.it was in its na- 
ture stich as carried the greatest seerecy and 
security with it; and as I am the person sup- 
osed to have been the author of the scheme, 
and the director of the directors, and one who 
commanded every thing,.is it possible to ima- 
gine, that I should neglect to take my share of 
this mighty harvest, and trust to the secrecy of 
an infamous broker, and the hazard of an open 
market ? ie i : 
_ © But notwithstanding the Secret Committee, 
who spared no pains in their inquiries relating 
to me, have not thought fit to charge me upon 
this head, but have entirely acquitted me, I 
find some notice is taken of what Mr. Surman 
has said concerning the Green Book, wherein 
he saw my name to an. account that was ba- 
tinced: whatever notice your lordships are 
pieased to take of that information, the gentle- 
men of the Secret Committee knew better than 
to insist upon it in their charge, since that ac- 
count is said to be after the bill was past, and 
to be balanced ; and, consequently, I must have 
it to produce, unless by some extraordinary ac- 
cident, or artifice, I should have lost it. But as 
“Mr, Surman has proved, that Knight kept my 
‘cash long before the scheme took place, and 
wag indebted to me fora great sum in Novem- 
° ber 1719, so, my lords, IJ declare I am not con- 


werned how those accounts are exposed, if they *10,C00/. at 123 = - - = = 12,300 0 
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can possibly be brought to light; and as I have 
this account mentioned by Mr. Surman, to pro- 
duce, if your lordships require it, so I wish from 
the hottom ‘of my soul, that the Green Book, so 
famous in story, may be produced, as perhaps 
it may, before it be buried in oblivion. 

‘©The Directors, and others, examined, to 
the rest of the articles, making up the seven 
millions and upwards, do all declare, that I 
was not privy, or i} any manner a party to 
their transactions, or in the least contributed 
to the loss sustained by the Company in an 
article of that account; as these proceedings 
were the chief, if not the only causes of thé 
misfortunes of the Company and the public, I, 
am still extremely at a loss to know what the 
pernicious practices were, that can make me 
an accomplice or confederate with the Directors. 
—The selling of their own stock, and buying it 
for the Company, could not, in its nature, be. 
communicated -+to me, and has been denied by 
them all. The declaring the great. dividends at 
30 per cent. for Christmas, and not less than 
50 per cent. for not less than 12 years after, 
was a transaction when I was in the North, 
and they all declare I knew nothing of it. The 
additions to the first and s¢cond subscriptions, 
aud the deficiencies of the third 4nd fourth sub- 
scriptions, are attested to be done without my — 
privity op advice. And as tothe taking in any 
of the subscriptions at what price soever, sir 
Theodore Janssen, and others, have told your 
lordships, they were’ done at the instance of, 
sir John Blunt solely, by starts and surprize, 
and agreed to the same day, without sending © 
to, or advising with Mr. Aislabie, or any body 
else. — 

“«¢ Here, my lords, you have all the facts and 
pernicious practices with which the directors 


are charged, either by the Resolutions of tie 


Lords or Commons; and here is not one wit- 
néss that has been examined before your lord- 
ships, that hath not entirely acquitted me of 
any combination with them, in these, or any 
other of their pernicious practices. These are 
the contents of this general charge of the Come 
mons against me, as far as I can collect them, 
and which have required more pains to discover 
and put together, than it has done to answer 
them. | > 

‘<I shall now proceed, my lords, to examine 
the only two facts which the Commons have 
thought fit to lay before your lordships, and de- 
livered at the Conference. a 

‘66 The first of these is said to be grounded 
upon my own confession in my place in the 
House of Commons, viz. That on the 3d and 
19th of December 1719, 22,000/, South-Sea 
stock was bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late 
cashier of the South-Sea Company, for’ me; 
and, that [ delivered in to the Commons -a 
Paper of the hand writing of Mr. Knight, con- 
taining part of an account, in the words fol- 
lowing : 
‘ Dec. 3. ee . he Se 
©1719. ‘To South-Sea stock bought 


° 


871} 
19. Bought more 12,000/. at 126} ,15,180 0 
*To § per Cent. paid S. Strode 


«92,000. - - ----- 27 10 
‘To } Part 217/. 10s. lost as above 108 15 
‘24. To Cush paid back. - - - 193 15 

27,810 0 


Dec. 10. Received in Bank Notes 12,300 0 
‘19. Received more in full - 15,510 O 


| 27,810 O 
‘“‘ My lords, I have the greatest honour and 
regard for the House of Commons imaginable, 


_ and shall always pay the greatest deference to 


every thing that proceeds from them; even 
their censure, and my misfortunes I bear with 
patience, and submission to their authority: 
And as I am sensible their displeasure was 
drawn upon me by unlucky incidents, and 
want of opportunity of understanding the 
truth-of my case, so I doubt not but they will 
be pleased that I have this oppprtunity of de- 
fending my innocence, and clearing it from the 
mistakes and general prejudice under which I 
have been unhappily oppressed; nor can their 
honour be cencerned, or that of the Secret 
Committee, if I am acquitted by your lordships 
of the crimes laid to my charge, if they appear 
to your lordships to be ill-grounded; I shall 
therefore take. the liberty to say, I am ex- 


- tremely surprised to find the Commons make 


ay 


use of the word Confession upon this occasion, 
Confession, my lords, implies guilt, and is the 
declaration of ‘some fact supposed to be cri- 
minal: But this is not my case, nor, with sub- 
mission, is it the fact; this paper, my lords, 
this account proved by Mr. Surman, and al- 
Jowed -by the House of Commons to bean ac- 
count of stack bought and paid for with my 
own money in the beginning of December 
1719, was produced by me in the House of 
Commons in my own justification, to prove a 
valuable consideration in’:Mr. Knight’s bands, 
and security given for 20,0002. South-Sea stock 
‘bought the beginning of March following, tand 


_ paid for by Mr. Knight. This, with other ef 


fects of mine of great value, were proved to be 
in his hands at that time, more than sufficient 
to answer the value of the said 20,0000. stock 
bought, by my order by Mr. Weymondsold ; 
whereof, if any doubt remain, I am ready to 
produce the most authentic Vouchers. 

‘“‘ This Paper produced as evidence by me 
againsta charge of corruption, is now, by an 
unaccountable turn, made an article of cor- 
ruption itself, or at least tending to support the 
charge inthe preamble in some manner. I 
cannot very well guess what the Commons 
would infer from this account, or what it tends 


to, I suppose it is meant to shew, that it was 


done with a view to the scheme which after- 
wards took place, and to my own exorbitant 
pain, since they are pleased afterwards to sub- 
join this observation: That upon the 20th of 
January 1719, the Commons resolved, that 
their House would, upor the 22d of that month, 
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resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, to consider of that part of his majesty’s 
yee which related to the public debts, which 
the Hease did dccordingly; and that after- 
wards, on the 27th of Senaaey. the House 
again resolved itself into the said committee, 
and the Committee did then receive ‘proposals 
from the South-Sea Company for paying the 
public debts. | | 

‘One would think that from this observa- 
tion, which the Commons themselves bave 
made, there needs no other proof, to shew that 
the stock bought in the beginning of Decem- 
ber 1719, could not be bought with a view to 
the scheme, that was not accepted till two 
months after; and if it had been so, it would — 
have been ro more than every chancellor of 
the exchequer hath done at all times before 
me ; nay, I may venture to affirm, it hath been 
looked upon as incumbent upon the chancellor 
of the exchequer, and all the other officers of 
the revenue, to encourage, by their examples, 
all public undertakings of this kind; and it 
must not be forgot, that at the first establish- 
ment of this very Company, the then chan- 
cellor of ‘the exchequer, and several great 
officers of state, did condescend to be directors . 
of this Company, which was never thought a 
crime, whether it was done with a view te their 
own interest or not. Be ney ot 

‘«< But, my lords, I will shew that this stock was 
not bought with any such view ; and if it. were, 
that it does not make good any one part of the 
chorge in the bill; for as it was bought with 
my own money, it could not be a breach of 
trust in any manner, nor could it be a dange- 
rous and infamous corruption, nor could it be 
in confederacy with the directors in their per- 
nicious practices, which are described to have 
been committed by them under the colour of 
the late act, and therefore subsequent to it ; 
nor was it bought with a view to my own ex- 
orbitant profit, since it was not only two mbnths 
before the Commons accepted the proposals of 
the South Sea Company, but even before the 
scheme was so much as communicated to me, 
and, as I have proved to your lordships, was 
sold out again that veryfmorning the South-Sea 
Company were resolved to outbid the Bank, 
and carry their point at all hazards. 

‘* My lords, I have proved to your lordships, 
that at thé same time that IF bought -this stock 
in the South-Sea Company, I bought very near 
the like value in the Bank, and continued it 
there after I had sold out of the South-Sea, 
which does not look like partiality to the 
South-Sea scheme. I have shewn your lord- 
ships, that immediately after the South-Sea - 
proposals were accepted, I bought into the East- 
India Company, and not into the South-Sea 


Company, which is some proof that I had no 


great faith in their scheme,’or built upon it with 
a view to my own profit: But to make it more 
evident that thisscheme was not founded b 
me in that iniquity as is supposed, and that 
had not those views that are laid to my charge, 
I have shewn your lordsbips, that J was not 


$73] 


the original author or promoter of this scheme : 
I have proved by sir John Blunt, that he first 
presented this scheme to my lord Stanhope, 
soon after his majesty’s return from Hanover 
in 1719. That my lord Stanhope, some time 
after, communicated this scheme to, me, and 
desired me to talk with sir Jobn Blunt about it ; 
and that accordingly, about the latter end of 
December, 1719, I desired Mr. Clayton to 
meet sir John Blunt and Mr. Knight at my own 
house, to confer about it; which was the first 
time that I talked with sir John upon that sub- 
ject. | | 
“* So that, my lords, it is most evident that 
the stock boughtin the beginning of December, 
could not be bought with a view of gain from 
this scheme, as is suggested by the Commons in 
their paper, since the very scheme itself was 
not communicated to me until the latter end 
of December; and taking all the other cir- 
‘cumstances along with it, that have been ex- 
plained to your lordships, I am satisfied you 
must think, that the Commons could not have 
done me a greater service, than by stating this 
fact as the chief matter of their accusation, 
which hath given me this opportunity of clear- 
ing up some mistakes, and laying open some 
ee that were not known or understood be- 
ore. 
‘«‘ Thus having cleared up this matter to your 
lordships, I shall proceed to answer the next 
and last article laid to my charge, as it was de- 
_livered by the Commons to your lordships, in 
which they give your tordships an account of a 
transaction in their House, relating to the can- 
celling some accounts between Mr. Hawes and 
me, I do not find that the Commons made 
this a charge against me, in any of their Reso- 
lutions that night they committed me to the 
Tower ; but as this story had the greatest ef- 
fect to inflame and raise a prejudice against me 
in their House, so I doubt not but that it is laid 
' before your lordships in this solemn manner, 
with an expectation that it should have the same 
effect in this, House.. 
“© My Lords, I know very well that many of 
my judges in the other House, who acquitted 
me of every part of the charge brought against 
me, could not get over this slight, this ridiculous 
incident. I must own, my lords, my conduct 
upon that occasion was not so calm and _cir- 
cumspect as my circumstances required : but 
it might have warmed a man of a much more 
even temper than myself, to see a most in- 
Nocent action represented in such a suspicious 
light by the secret Committee, as to appear, in 
some measure, criminal: and besides this, my 
Jords, the order mentioned at the Conference 
to have been made for me to produce these ac- 
counts, was introduced in such a manner, as 
might surprise and shock the most wary man 
alive; to he attacked, as I was, entering the 
House, and before I was got to my place, in a 
most unparliamentary method, and by an un- 
‘precedented motion, by one, who, of all men 


iving, had the least right to make that demand, . 


‘nnd who could furnish, if be pleased, from his 
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own books of sccompts, more matter of en- 


quiry, than all other accomptants put togethér. | 


should not have mentioned this, but that I 
see that transaction taken notice of in the 
paper delivered to your lordships at the Con+ 
ference. - 

‘“‘ The use that hath been made of this story, 
has been to inflame and stir up the minds ef 
men to believe that there were the greatest se- 
crets, the most criminal matters, contained in 
these books ; and that they were cancelled, or 
burnt, in order to destroy evidence. 
my lords, when this matter was pressed upon 
me in the House of Commons, I treated it with 
neglect and iudifference, as knowing my own 
innocence, and not dreaming of the criminal 
and false construction that was afterwards put 
upon it; But since it has heen so universally 
understood to my prejudice, give me leave, my 
lords, in this place, to return my thanks again 
to iny accusers, that they have given me an op- 
portunity, before the supreme court of jadi- 
cature of this kingdom, to clear up this matter, 
and to shew to the world, that there is no- 
thing in this story, either criminal or suspicious. 

cf thank . my accusers, my lords, for giving 
me this opportunity of shewing the world, that 


there is a vast difference between an examina- . 


tion taken before your lordships, and an ex- 
amination taken before the Secret Committee ; 
for it may very probably happen, that they 


‘may be mistaken in what relates to me, since 


every part of their report hath been either re- 
jected or dropt by the House of Commons, 
which related to any other man living. . 
‘‘T perceive your lordships took this matter 
first into your consideration, as observing the 
Commons to lay the greatest stress upon it. 
You have examined Mr. Hawes in the strictest 
manner, in relation to the nature of these ac- 
counts, and the manner of cancelling them. 
He has told ‘your lordships, ‘ That there was 
‘ nothing criminal contained in those accounts ; 
‘That there was nothing in them relating te 
‘meas achancellor of the exchequer, nor to 
‘him as adirector of the South Sea company, 
‘ or asa receiver of thecustoms; that there was 
“nothing in them that could be construed a 
‘breach of trust ; nothing that could be called 
‘a combination with the South Sea directors, 
‘or had any relation to them; nothing: that 
‘could be called corruption, or any thing like it.’ 
He says, ‘ He bought some stock for me in De- 
‘cember 1719, but that it was sold again in 
‘three or four days after, for very small profit. 
‘ And lastly, be says, this stock was bought and 
‘ paid for with my own money, and not with 
‘ the public money, or the Company’s inoney.” 


‘As to the manner of cancelling them, he says, 


‘ It was done in October last, before the king’s 
‘ return, and long before the parliament met ; 
‘that I had long since passed my public ac- 
‘ counts, viz. in April 1720, that those accounts 
‘ were passed at my pressing mstances in half 
‘the time that any of my predecessors had 
‘ passed theirs ; that I had afterwards daily so- 
‘licited him to have those private accounts. 


I own, | 


~ 


\ 
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‘made up and delivered, but that his affairs 
“would not permit him to do it till October 
‘last; That I bad pressed him to deliver u 

* these accounts, not only long before the stock 
“fell, but before it rose; that these accounts 
“were cancelled, after I had given him a dis- 
‘ charge, by mutual consent; and that he be- 
¢ lieves it was not.done with a design to conceal 
“them from this enquiry” | | 
. My lords, this is the Evidence of Mr. 
Hawes ; and I do not wonder that your lord- 
ships were under some surprize, that a matter 
represented in so different a hight, and with 
which my enemies have made so much noise 
and clamour, should, at last, come out asa fair 
and inditierent action, in which neither the 
public nor any private person was concerned, 
and to have bcen done without a design of 
concealing or covering any fraud whatsoever. 
_ “ There is something, my lords, I must ob- 
serve to you upon this occasion, that makes me 
wonder how this transaction came ty be so 
much insisted on, unless it was to inflame more 
than to convince; and that is, my lords, (as I 
humbly conceive) .that in case these books had 
Leen in being, and there had been any thing 
criminal in them, or that might any way affect 
me to my prejudice, your lurdships would not, 
as you are a court of justice, oblige me to pro- 
duce them against myself ; this is a fundamental 
maxim in law, and has never been broke 
through in the most violent and arbitrary times. 
And the House of Lords, in their enquiries in 
1640, were so tender of this great principle of 
Jaw and justice, that they made it a special in- 
struction to their Committee, that the judges 
they had ordered to be examined, should not 
be examined upan any thing to accuse them- 
selves. And the Commons, during all the enor- 
mities of those times, never broke through this 
rule, till they came to decide all things by the 
sword: And therefore, my lords, if these ac- 
counts could not judicially be demanded of me, 
an case they were jn being, and contained any 


thing criminal in them ; there can certainly be 
no crime in my having disposed of themas I 


thought fit, especially if, it be considered, that 


they were my own private books, no ways re- 


jating to me as a public accomptant, contain- 


ing nothing in them criminal, or affecting the’ 


interest of any other person, — - 

“T know, my lords, very well, that in the 
case of a deed destroyed, if a witness praves 
that there was in that deed any clause to the 
advantage of a third person, or to the prejudice 
of him that destrayed it, such clause shall be 
construed in the strongest manner against the 
person that destroyed the deed. But this, my 
lords, is not my case: here is no evidence pre- 
duced to.prove any thing criminal in these ac- 
counts, but on the contrary ; so that in law 
and equity they would be. taken as accounts 
subsisting in my favour, though unadvisedly 
‘cancelled. Mr. Hawes’s testimony, relating 
to the accounts in these books, affords your 
lordships another instance, that may satisfy 
your lordships that { had no view to the South 
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Sea scheme in my trdnsactions contained in 
those books; since it appears by his evidence 
concerning the stock mentioned in them, that 
I parted with it before the scheme took place. 
But let that-be as it will, can any man call it 
a criminal circumstance to commit the papers, 
after they were cancelled, to the fire? No my 
lords, it was a legal and an innocent action. 

‘Thus, my lords, I have gone through every 
Pee of the charge against me, either as it has 

een stated by the Commons, or fallen under 
the examination of your lordships ; and I hope 
there is nothing omitted in my defence, that is 
necessary to prove my innocence to the satis- 
faction of-all that hear me; but 3f the least 
doubt remain with your lordships, in relation 
to any one fact charged upon me, 1 beg I ma 
have the opportunity, before I go from this 
bar, of clearing it up, which I do not doubt to 
do by the plainest proofs in the world. 

‘‘ If therefore the charge of the Commons in 
the preamble of this bill cannot besupported in 
any part of it, by any one fact whatsoever, can 
your lordships ever be induced to consent to 
such parts of the bill as subject me to an ar- 
bitrary jurisdiction, and cruel and'‘new invented 
punishments? My lords, the laws are our birth- 
right, and the guide and measure of all our 
actions; but where is the lawthatI have broken? — 
Or, indeed, where is the crime, or the fact that 
is supposed to be a crime, and which is to be 
punished by a law made ex post facto? A law, 
my lords, that dispenses with the very forms of 
Judicature, and sets up a tribunal unheard of 
before in any free country ? 

“I believe, my lords, this bill is very little 
understood by most of the gentlemen of the 
House of Commons ; and, perhaps, your lord- 
ships may think the penalties of this bill less 
severe, at least in respect to me, than they are, 
but your lordships will give me leave to explain 
that matter to you in such a manner, that you 
may better judge, whether I have committed 
‘any offence equal to such severe and ignominie 
ous punishments, .. oe 

‘¢ My lords, as the bill now stands, all my 
personal estate, and great part of my real es- 
tate, which belonged to me on the 1st of June 
1720, or-at any time since, is vested in the 
trustees, to be sold and applied te the uses of 
this act; so that I am stript at once of every 
shillmg but what is settled upon my family, and 
wherein I am but tenant for life. After this, 
my lords, I am obliged to give 100,000/. se- 
curity by recognizance, with two other persons 
to be bound for me in 25,000/. a piece, that I 
shall not depart the kingdom before a certain 
time. This.was not the case of the directors, 
‘but it is mine, that after my estate is taken 
from me, I am obliged to give security to the 
value of ten times mure than Tam worth. Is 
there.a. friend in the world that can_ believe I 
am guilty ofthe least thing laid to my charge, 
that will be security for me. in this situation? 
Or have I any. counter security to give, 
but the little stock of credit and reputation 
that this bill cannot take away? But some 


, 
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rentlemen think, and my enemies boast, that 
they have been very bountiful to me, and they 
have made me easy. If that be the case, my 
lords, what occasion is there to suspect I should 
fly from my country, my friends, and my es- 
tate? But if my case be otherwise, if I am 
worse used than any of the directors; if Iam 
more branded and exposed than any other per- 
son in this bill; who will not be apt to judge, 
from what has passed, that the same spirit 
that. has brought me to this, may be carried to 
greater extremity ? Am I not by this bill put 
into the power of every villain, of this very 
broker here, whose evidence 13 his merit ? Am 
I not obliged to live in the dread, and at the 
mercy of every informer like him ? Others may 
think, and the directors perhaps may think life 
under these circumstances to be tolerable; 
but to me, my lords, there can be no comfort 
in it, but what my own innocence secures to me. 
“There are some clauses in the bill that 
ublige me to give in inventories of my real and 
personal estate from such times, and in sucha 
manuer, as is impossible to be complied with ; 
having never kept my accounts in such a me- 
thod, as those that are bred up to trade and 
figures are used to do; and I believe very few 
gentlemen in the kingdom would, in their own 
cases, think this practicable. But if my ac- 
counts had been regularly kept, as I have no 
clerks or book-keepers to swear to them, so 
Ido not know of what use it could be to pro- 
_ duce.them to these trustees, in case they are 
minded to dispute them ; for though they are 
entitled only to the incrementum of my estate 
since the first of October 1718, yet as they are 


tobe vested with the whole of my personal; | 
and great part of myreal estate; and as I am , 


to deliver up all my writings, papers, and ac- 
counts to them, it is impossible to make out 


any claiin before them in any manner whateo- | 


ever. .And pray, my lords, observe tlie dith- 
culties or Mbsurdities of this case: Here is a 
court erected of nine persons, with absolute 
, gud unlimited powers; some of these gentle- 
men, perhaps, have been accusers, but all of 
them are to be judges and parties; my estate 
and nry title is to be put into their bands, and 
then 1 am to claim what can never be made 


out, but by the very writings in their possession. } 
Was ever such a jurisdiction established upon { 
earth befure, where laws were in use ? No, my | 
lords, the original cause of all laws, and of civil | 


government, was to prevent men’s judging for 
themselves, and ‘to oblige them to submit all 
disputable matters to indifferent parties; This 
isin a particular manner the basis of all our 
laws, and it is the only pillar by which justice 
and equity can be supported. 

“ But, my lords, there is another circum- 
stance, which, inthe situation of my affairs, 
makes any claim impracticable ; that is, my 
lords, the onus probands lies, ina great mea- 
sure, upon me, which, in regard to my per- 
sonal estate, is impossible ; unless my judges 
are willing to be guided by the circumstances of 
my affairs, and my own testimony. 


' 
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“ For instance, my lords, it appears to your 
lordships that there was an account between 
Mr, Hawes and me for seven years past, 
wherein most of my effects were contained, 
and he says about 30,000/. South Sea stock 
was bought before the scheme tuok place, with 
my own money: Itappears by the paper de- 
livered at the Conference, that I bought by - 
Mr. Knight, two months before the South Sea 
proposals tonk place, 22,000/. South Sea stock, 
and had several other efiects in his hands; and 
Mr. Surman has proved that Mr. Knight told 
him, that he owed mea great sum of money 
long before this, having kept my cash. for two. 
or three yeats before, noue of which can 
be supposed to be the increase of my es- 
tate since October 1718. How is it possible 
my lords, I-can prove one word of it? As to 
Mr. Knight, it is not expected I should produce 
him ; and as for Mr. Hawes, he says, those 
accounts are cancelled, and he has made no 
other entry of them. How is it possible, then, 
to prove any thing, especially tu the satisfac- 
tion of my judges, who are also parties? For 
It must be to their satisfaction, and uot other- 
wise, the bill says, that my proofs must be 
made, If they are not pleased to be satisfied, © 
then, indeed, I may appeal to another court 
erected for this purpose, viz, to the judges in 
Westminster Hall, who will expect legal 
evidence to maintain an appeal, which, in my 
case, my lords, I have sliewn, is not to be 
done. : ; 

“I cannot bat take notice of one punishment | 
more that seems to be oddly suited to that 
part of my-accusation relating to the cancel- 
ling of my accounts with Mr. Hawes: The 
Commons, for want of having that matter 
cleared up, as it has been before your lordships, 
have thought that transaction a great offence ; 
and the punishment of that ofjence is, that I. 


shall make up those very accounts, which my 
accusers say are destroyed, and which are no 


more in being ; indecd I must own they have 
been so kind as to exempt me from all danger 
onthis head for the future, by disabling me 
from having any moreaccounts to make up. 

‘¢ Since I have spoke of disabling, my lords, 
I beg leave to take notice of a clause that con- 
tains a new and dangerous punishment, that 
was lately added tw this bill; that is, my 
lords, the clause for incapacitating the late 
sub-governor, &c. from sitting or voting in 
either house of parliament, or from holding 
any office or plece of trust under lis majesty, 
his heirs er successors. ~ 

“‘ My lords, I must presume to say, from 
some little incidents that have happened, this 
clause was net the punishment of a South Sea 
sin, and these unfortunate men were only 
thrown in, to make the draught go down the 
better. But how consistent this punishment 
may be with good policy anda free govern- 
ment, [ submit to-your lordshios consideration, 

‘‘ Here are no less than 36 fellow subjects 
cut off at one stroke from the commonwealth, 
and stript of tle pirthrights and privileges of 

= 4 


* - ghould then attend with their books. 
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Englishmen ; I mention it to’your lordships as 
you'are the guardians of those rights and pri- 
vileges, that you may oppose an attempt, in 
its first instance, that seeins to threaten our 
constitution, and shake even Magna Charta 
atself. No man, since we were a nation, has 
been so bold as to think of creating so danger- 
ous a precedent, which, if it had been estab-. 
lished sooner, shad before this day exceedingly 
thinned the ranks of our ablest patriots, _ 

_ © But, my lords, if this Bill must pass in 


_ @py manner as to me, I am_ not concerned as 


to the effects of this clause. I say, if this Bill 
pass, (as they say it must) my ambition is at 
an end; it is too late fer me to begin the world 


again; but an ill-natured man would be pleas- 


ed, at his going off the stage, to leave this le- 
gacy to those that come after him. 
‘¢ Precedents, my lords, will advance, and 


-this precedent will not sleep. The violence of 


the times, and the rage of parties, is too great 
to drop a precedent so useful as this will be. 
‘© T shall trouble your lordships no more 


_ than to say, that if I must be sacrificed to ap- 


er the fury of the misguided multitude, I 
eartily wish it may have that effect, which will 
be some alleviation to my misfortunes. But in 
vain have the guilty appeared against me! in 
vain have they stirred up the nation for one 
man’s ruin; my fall will screen or secure no 
man; iff am innocent, there is nothing can 
make me guilty. Let the storm rage never so 
high at present, Englishmen will grow calm by 
degrees, truth is great, and will prevail.” 


Mr. Aislabie being withdrawn, the Lords or- 
dered such other Witnesses, as he had to pro- 
duce, to be examined the next day.; and that 
the directors of the Sword-Blade Company 
Accord- 
ingly, on the 20th of July, the Lords in a 
pen committee, resumed the consideration of 

hat affair, and examined the Sword-Blade 
Company, and. their books, by which it ap- 
pearing, that Mr. Waller had received vast sums 
on account of South-Sea stock, their lord- 


_ ships did not thidk fit to call for any other wit- 


nesses; neither did Mr. Aislabie desire, that 


_the members of the Commons, who had been 


summoned, should be examined. 


Mr. Arsiapiz’s seEconD Derence.| But 


_ being called in, and asked, what he had farther 


to say in his own defence, he spoke as follows: 


“My Lords, — | 

‘“‘T have already endeavoured, and, I hope, 
with success, to satisfy your lordships, that the 
charge laid against me in the Bill now ved pee 
ing, cannot be supported by any general part 
of the preamble, nor by the particular facts 
stated by the Commons, nor by any evjdence 

roduced before your lordships.—As your 
fordships have examined all the witnesses re- 
comuiended by the Commons to support their 
‘charge, I did conclude, when I came hither 
this day, that after what I said yesterday, I 
| 4 


rd 
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should not he called upon to offer any thing 
more in my justification. 

But now, my lords, I find here is a new 
matter started, relating to Mr. Waller’s ac- 
count with the Sword-Blade Company, whieb 
is not within your lordships’ order, that con- 
fines me to such matters only as relate to my 
own defence. I have been a little surprized 
and silent upon this occasion, not knowing 
whether your lordships expected, or whether 
it was fit that I should take any notice of it; 
for as the Commons have not transmitted this. 
matter to your lordships, as a ground of their 
charge, I take it for granted, they did not think 
it worth your Jordships’ enquiry, or proper for 
your judginent, being rather a matter of cla- 
mour, and only calculated for the people. 

‘© T must own, my lords, if it is expected I 
should give an account of this transaction, I 
am at a loss to know how to goabout it. For, 
first, I do not know the contents of this ac- 
count, and, in the next place, bow shal] I make 
it bear to my charge, or any part of it? How is 
it made out to be a breacbof trust in the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, to credit his son-in- 
law with any sum of money? Or how has he— 
thereby combined with the South-Sea directors 
in their pernicious practices? Or how could 
he, in such an act, be guilty of dangerous and 
infamous corruption? There has nothing ap- 
peared to your lordships concerning this trans- 
action, but the sum total of the whole account 
in such atime; and it may happen, that a 
great part of this transaction has no refation.to 
South-Sea stock, and that a tenth part of it 
does not belong to me. 

‘‘ But where are my labours to end? How is 
it possible, my lords, for me to dress up this 
matter to be a charge against myself; It is td 
be imagined, I suppose, that all these transac- 
tions have been upon my account, and, corm 
sequently, that I must: have been a great gainer. 
I pity the malice of my enemies, that are re- 
duced to such poor .shifts, as to endeavour to 
prove my deep views and designs from the 
most stupid folly in the world, and my riches 
and exorbitant gains from this instance, and 
another which I shall presently mention to your 
lordships, that plainly shew my losses. For is 
it possible, my lords, that a man, who Is sup- 
posed to know the world, that is thought ca- 


pable of forming a scheme, and of directing the 


very directors, should be so destitute of proper 
agents, as to trust his negociations to an unex- 
perienced youth, who, by his transactions, 
seems to have dipt as much in the whims of 
the alley, as any adventurer of them all? The 
absurdity is too great, my lords, to gain credit 
apy where, much less in this place, that one, 
upon whom the eyes of the world were fixed, 
and whose actions might be canvassed with 
great severity, should, in order to cohceal his 
affairs, commit them to a near relation, acting 
in the most open and unguarded manner. 

“ And as my apprehensions, during the exe- 
cution of this scheme, were beeome remarkable, 


and the jest of all that embarked in it, there cas 


U 
t 
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be nothing more extravagant than to make me 
a party to this gentleman’s transactions, which 
were visibly curried on with a spirit very dif- 
ferent from mine, and which, from the nature 
of them, seem to be the effect of rash councils, 
and suited to the phrenzy of the times. Mr. 
Waller, my lords, is a near relation, but entirely 
independent of me, and who consulted me less 
-upon this occasion, than any other man, where- 
of this transaction with the Sword-Blade Com- 
pany is the strongest evidence: For, as he has 
told your lordsbips, that 1 never knew of this 
account, or his keeping his cash there till they 
‘broke; so it is improbable I should trust all my 
affairs to his management, who dealt with a 
company in whom I never had any faith, ‘nor 
with whom I ever had any dealings. 

‘¢ As to the greatness of this transaction, I 
‘must own, my lords: if the memory of this year 
could be obliterated, it might very well surprize 
us; but I must observe to your lordships, that 
shis sum of 700,000/. is not the balance of the ac- 
count at any one point of time, as is geverally 
understood, but the total amount of several 


‘sums paid and repaid many times backward 


and forward, and sometimes great part of it 
the same day, And any person used to ac- 
counts must know, the 40th part of this sum 
was more tham sufficient ‘to answer the whole 
sum of 700,000. | 

«¢ Many of your lordships know the truth of 


_ what Mr. Waller has told you, viz. that a great 


a 


Hany young gentlemen, and others, (whose 
beginning was not so considerable as Mr. Wal- 
Jer’s, who bad a very good real and personal es- 
tate before the South-Sea scheme was thought 
of) have transacted for as much as he.did. Nor 
does it follow from the greatness of the trans- 
action, that the profit was extraordinary, since 
many have dealt for greater sums than this, 
whose fortunes are far from being improved ; 
and it js very plain, that 10,000/. stock, not 
stirred at all, till sold out at the best advantage, 
would have brought more profit than all these 
numerons transactions sels Sse 

‘¢ My lords, I am very free to own, that 


58,000. of this sum belonged to me, great part 


whereof is now locked up in the Sword-Blade 
Company, and depends upon the goodness of 
their security ; and I am far from declining to 


give your lordships the most perfect account J 
can of all my transactions, notwithstanding Mr. 


Waller is not able to do it, who never kept any 
regular accounts that ever I saw, but did every 
thing in the same hurry and confusion, as most 
other young gentlemen at that time did, I do 
Not perceive that your lordships have entered 
into the examination of this account, any far- 
ther than to know the sum total, which has not 
taken up much of your lordships time, notwith- 
#tanding the geutlemen of the Secret Commit- 
tee have employed much pains in it, and have 
displayed it as a discovery of my immense 
gfins, and a transaction entirely belonging to 
myself. : 
“My lords, it is very hard, that against all 
evidence, against all truth, and every circum- 
Vou, VIL, © , 
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stance that Conduces to it, such an insinuation 
should proceed from any one man, or commit- 
tee of men, to the prejudice, or ruin, of an in- 
nocent person. I dare say, my lords, they had 
no other grounds in the world for it, but the 
vain presumption from Mr. Waller’s near rela- 
tion to me, that he acted solely for me; where- 
as-it now appears to your lordships, by Mr. 
Waller’s evidence, that he acted for many other 
friends as well as for me, and that I was not 
so much as privy to the accounts he kept with 
the Sword-Blade Company. Is it then pos- 
sible, my lords, that. your lordships should give 
way to so groundless a supposition, as that all 
this account should belong to me? _ ; 

‘© My lords, if this way of proceeding had 
been the general rule of judging in the cases of 
others, the Secret Comonuittee. might. have car- 
ried on their enquiries against many ia the ad- 
ministration, with much more justice and cer- 
tainty than against me; and they might, if they 
had thought fit, from the dealings of several 
agents, friends, and dependents, who dealt for 
much more than Mr. Waller, have furnished 
matter of imputation against persons, concern- 
ing whom they are altogether silent. And if it 
had not been too invidious in me, my lords, to 
shave asked the question, My. Waller could have 
named to you some persons, who had. legs 
foundation of their own than himself,,and who 
yet have transacted for much inore, and who 
have the honour to be known to some. of the 

Secret Committee, as well as to much greater 
men than myself. , : 

_“ But, my lords, as Iam confined to what 
only relates to myself, give me leave to say, 
that this account of Mr, Waller’s with the 
Sword-Blade Company, and the account. of 
stock bought and sold by Mr, Weymondsold, 
have been the chief grounds of my accusation, 
or rather of the public clamour; though of the 
whole balance of this account of Mr. Waller’s 
when truly examined, there 1s but 53,000/. be- 
longs to me; and Mr. Weymondsold’s great 
account of 77,000/. stock, when fairly stated, 
is reduced to 12,0001. stock, now in my hands. 
It was impossible to work people up to such 
violent and extraordinary proceedings, without. 
first raising the public envy and resentment. 
It was therefore thought necessary to make the 
world believe, that I was immensely rich, and 
that I hed gained my wealth from the spoils 
and ruin of the uobappy sufferers. Jt was ne- 
cessary to make the world believe, that the 
scheme was calculated by me with that view, 
and that I hed the sole conduct of it, or, 3c-— 
cording to the witty turn of a very learned 
gentleman, that I was the director of the di- 
rectors. 3 

<¢ As the opivion, my lords, of my exorbitant 
gains has almost universally prevailed, be 
pleased to give me leave to explain how a re- 
port, so artfully raised and dispersed about the 
nation, came, at last, to Le strengthened, and, 
as it were, sanctified by authority of the House 

of Commons, a 

a Secret Committee, who. were ape 

3 | 


/ 
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pointed to enquire into these proceedings, had, 
with great pains and application, examined 
and searched into every thing; but before they 
could be ready to lay any great discoveries be- 
fore the House, in order to satisfy the impa- 
tience of gentlemen in some manner, and to 
give a specimen of their labours, ay honour- 
able member of that Committee stood up, and 
pronounced in his place, that he had found out 
above 10 millions that belonged to the direc- 
tors, and, by way of supplement, above a mil- 
lion and a half more that belonged to another 
geutleman, whom he did not think fit to name 

at that time. This hopeful beginning gave 
much satisfaction to those who delight in great 


~ discoveries, and raised the expectation of all 


“his hearers: But so dull was I, as not to 
‘find out that [ was concerned in this descrip- 
tion, ’till every libel, and every news-paper was 
full of it. But what did these vain promises 
amount tu? Your lordships have seen what the 
directors have produced, and how far short it 
‘falls of this romantic account. And as to my- 
self, the object of this solemn enquiry, I doubt 
I shall not contribute much, though this bill 
should pass, to raise the reputation of the Se- 
cret Committee in these wonderful discoveries. 
“‘ Thus, ‘my lords, I have cleared my way 
through all the dirt and scandal that hath been 
thrown upon me; I shall’ now beg leave, my 
lords, to ley before you a short narrative of the 
‘vise and progress of this scheme, and the exe- 


Cution of it, after it passed into an act, as far as: 


has come to my knowledge, that your lordships 
| May judge whether I have done my duty, or 
have been guilty of any omission. 

“‘ My lords, I have proved by sir John 
Blunt, that he first communicated his scheme 
to the late lord Stanhope, soon after his ma- 
jesty’s return from Hanover, in 1719; that my 
ord Stanhope, some time after, sent this 
scheme to me, and desired me to talk with sir 


Jonh Blunt about it, which I did in the presence . 


of Mr. Clayton and Mr. Knight; that there 
were several alterations made i this scheme, 
and, particularly, in oue part of it relating to 
the fands of the Bank and the East India 
Company, which were proposed to be incor- 
porated into the funds of the South Sea Com- 
pany. . ; : 
‘¢ And, at last, the scheme was formed and 
agreed to by all those in the administration, as 
it was first opened and proposed in the House 
f Commons. And I do aver here, before your 
_ lordships, that there was not one step taken in 
this affair before it passed into an act, that was 
not taken by the concurrence and approbation 
of those in the administration, and. even some 
” of the Secret Committee: and so cautious and 
diffident was I of the success of so great an 
undertaking, that though the scheme was 


adapted to the notions and opinions of those 


gentlemen, who, for two sessions before, had 
copes all measures for reducing the interest 
of the public debts, till the Long Annuities were 
made redeemable ; yet I would not adventure 
to introduce it to the House of Commons, till it 


PARL. HISTORY, 7 Gzorce I. 1721.—Mr. Aislabio's Defence. 


. 
s 


a 
o” 


(eae 


had been communicated to and approvéd of 
by them: and as this scheme was then calcu- 
lated with no inconsiderable advantages to the 
public ; as it at once raised three millions and a 
half towards the discharge of the public debts; 
and, at the same time, put the Long and Short 
Anncities into a state of being redeemed ; and, 
after four years, reduced the interest of the 
whole debt of England to 4 percent. and there- 
by made a vast addition to the sinking fund; I 
flatter myself, it could not have been thought a 
bad bargain to the pablic, as some were pleased 
to represent it, or liable to those unhappy con- 
sequences that have attended the alteration 
of it, since it would have been restrained and 
tied down to such conditions, as woald have 
nade it impossible for any projectors to have 
thurtus. | | 

“But, my lords, these measures were all 
‘broke at once, by a sudden resolution of the 
Bank, who, before, had shewn a great back- 
‘wardness in undertaking any thing for the re- 
ducing the public debts, and had treated this 
scheme with great contempt; I say, my lords, 
as soon as this scheme was opened ip the House 
of Commons, the gentlemen of the Bank were 
immediately stirred up to become competitors 
for it, and to desire that they might be suffered 
to offer proposals as well as the South Sea Com- 
pany, / 

‘‘ Tt was very easy to see the consequences 
of this compétition ; and I expressed my fears 
to all those in the king’s service that were con- 
sulted about it; and we had a meeting, where 
the lords of the treasury, and those in the ad- 
ministration, were present, in order, as sir John 
Blunt says, to persuade the South Sea Com- 
pany to advance their proposals, ahd to offer 
four millions certain: ‘It was then, my lords, 
that I again expressed my fears of this under- 
taking, and declared, that I did not see how the 
South Sea Company could go through with it, 
if they were to give any more money for it 
without the assistance and concurrence of the 
Bank, and much less, if the Bank opposed 
them; and upon this, I proposed to the South 
Sea Company, that the scheme should be 
divided between them and the Bank, which 
drew from sir John Blunt this memorable say- 
ing, § No, sir, we will never divide the child.’ 
For my part, my lords, upon this occasion, I 
was entirely for dropping it; nor could I be 
prevailed upon, by those that pressed me very 
warmly, to have any thing more to do in it; 
and when a certain gentleman of the Secret 
Committee, at the instance of an honourable 
gentleman that 1s since dead, moved the Hoase, 
that the Committee might be opened again, to 
receive fresh proposals from the two companies, 
and, as it were, to set up the nation to auction, 
I was so far from approving it, or giving my 
consent to it, that I quitted the House upon it, 
and would not be present when it was moved. 
This, I think, was shewing my dislike of it, as 
far as I could decenfly do it, in respect tom 
fellow servants, from whom I differed; and 


defy apy man to prove, that from thas day, till 
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the last proposals of the South Sea Company 
were actually accepted by the House of Com. 
mons, I ever spoke to, or conferred with, or ad- 
vised any one of the Directors of the South Sea' 
Company, to bid a shilling more than they had 
done; and if they did advise with any in the ad- 
ministration about these last proposals, it was 
either at my, late lord Stanhope’s, or at Mr. Se- 
cretary Craggs’s; for they never came to my house 
. afterwards, tll ihe bill was drawn. And, my 
lords, to shew you my dislike of this fatal trans- 
action, (since all the arguments against me are 
drawn from interest) I must acquaint you, that 
the night before these proposals were offered to 
the House of Commons, I was told at my lord 
Stanhope’s, that some of ‘the South Sea Com- 
pany had been there, and that they were re- 
solved to out bid the Bank at any rate. To this, 
my lords, I then declared my dislike, and gave 
orders that night to sell out all my South Sea 
stock, (except 2,000/.) which was actually. done 
the next morning, and which makes so-grent a 
figure in Weymondsold’s account. Thus, my 
lords, if, we were to judge from interest, I could 
not be thought partial to the South Sea Com- 
pany’s proposals, when I had so little stock with 
them, and so much in the Bank ; and, my tords, 
there is nothing more notorious, nur which can 
be proved by more witnesses, than that I did 
not go out to the Directors that morning, to 
advise them to out-bid the. Bank, (as sir John 
Blunt would insinuate, though he has been con- 
tradicted in it by Mr. Joye aud others) but that J 
sat still in my place in the House of Commons, 
until the proposals were received, expressing 
my dislike of them to all those about me, 
and publicly declaring in the House, that I 
thought both the corporations had out-bid 
themselves. . | 
‘‘Thas was this scheme accepted, and as 
sir John Blunt says, become the act of the 
House of Commons; and, as it was their act, 
it was my duty, by the nature of my office, to 
see the bill drawn and brought in accordingly. 
“¢ My lords, there was something very extra- 
ordinary in the consequence of this affair, that 
the more the South Sea Company were to pay 
to the public, the higher did their stock rise 
~upoa it: Whether this proceeded only from the 
distemper of the times, that afterwards broke 
out into such a flame, and which was kindled 
by the opposition of the Bank, and the value 
they set upon the scheme, by bidding so high 
for jt; or from what other cause [ cannot tell ; 
but from that time it became difficult to govern 
it; and let those gentlemen that opened the 
flood gates wonder at the deluge that ensued as 
much as they please, it was not in one man’s 
power, or in the power of the whole adminis- 
tration, to stop it, considering how the world 
was born away by the torrent, and particularly 
the members of the House of Commons: and 
I will be bold to say, my lords, and the gentle- 
men of the Bank, I believe, will own, that if 
they had carried the scheme upon their last pro- 
posals, they could not have executed it with 
success; and I will shew your lordsbips from 
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what they have done since, that they would 
bave acted in the same manner as the South 
Sea Company hath done, and I am sure with 
more fatal consequences to the public. | 
‘‘ Thus, my lords, was this Bill passed, and 
whatever conditions, ur restraints might have - 
been put upon thé South Sea Cumpany, if the 
first proposals had been accepted, they became 
now impracticable; nor would the South Sea 
Company subinit to be contruuled in an under- 
taking they were to pay so dear for. And not 
withstanding it has been said that the scheme 
could have been executed at 150; yet Mr, 
Gibbon has told you, and so will all the 
other Directors, that they would not have une 
dertaken to ‘have given so much as five mile. 
lions, if they had been restrained from selling. 
their stock higher than at that price And 
therefore, as there was no power reserved to 
the treasury to controul the Directors in the 
execution of the scheme; and asthere were | 
such vast advantages to accrue from it to the 
public, there was nothing remained for the 
treasury to do, but to give them all the assist- 
ange they could, and particularly, what the law 
had provided for them. : 
“For this reason, my lords, the exchequer 
notes were issued to them, though at that time 
their stock was high, and perhaps they might 
not want them very. much, since it was easy at . 
that time for them to raise what sum they 
pleased by subscriptions. _ 
‘But as they were intitled to those notes, 
and as they ‘were demanded of the treasury | 
according to law, the commissioners of the. 
treasury could not be so indiscreet, as to refuse 
them, without taking. upon themselves the 
blame of any miscarriage ; and it is very plain, 
that the wisest of the directors, who saw their 
stock carried to that monstrous height, where 
it never could be supported, were apprehensive | 
of the consequences of it, and were looking out 
for every pretence to lay the blame upon the 
administration. ) | | 
“ But though I was always upon my guard 
in this point, yet I do declare, I never was 
wanting to serve and assist thém to the utmost 
of my power. And though perhaps, my lords, 
it was in the power of the treasury, if they 
would have taken upon them what did not 
belong to them, to have run down the stock; 
yet considering the parliament was then sitting, 
the greatest part whereof were deeply engaged 
in it; it had been a-bold undertaking for the 
treasury to have attempted to have brought 
down the stock, and must have drawn upon 
themselves the rage of all the- sufferers, and 
sure destruction. ; | 
‘¢ This unhappy affair, my lords, began at 
a time when the passion and avaricious desires 
of mankind are grown up to a madness and a 
distemper, and one cannot without pity look 
back upon the rage and folly of the year. The 
unaccountable success of this undertaking gave 
birth to many base and ruinous projects ; and 
it must ever be a public reproach, that encou- 
ragement was given to those two bubbles that 


od 
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were established, to raise a supply for the 
support of the civil list; it is very well known 
that. those .two, projects did.not proceed from 
me. Whatever opinion the world may have of. 
the £ .th Sea scheme, I will presume to say, 
these two projects were founded in greater 
iniquity, and contributed more to the public 
calamity then any thing else. 

<¢ After this, my lords, I may venture to say 
the Suuth Sea scheme was become ungovern- 
mble; aud some of the wisest of the Directors, 
were so sensible of it, that to do them justice I 
- must declare, they came to the treasury, 
and offered to advance the money for the Civil 
List upon sure and easy terms, rater than that 
those bubbles should take place. as ie 

‘ But though the treasury were provided 
with ways and means fora supply to the Civil 
List, without the help of either; yet those pro- 
jects, and others, had taken such deep root in 
the House of Commons, and, elsewhere, as 
made it impussible to oppose them: and they 
had that consequence which the Directors of 
" the South Sea Company foretold, and which 
every body might foresee, viz. to encrease the 
flame, by adding this unnecessary fuel to it. 
As the South Sea Scheme might give birth to | 
the bubbles, so the bubbles contributed to raise 
the South Sea to that height which brought us 
into this condition. _ 

‘¢ My lords, I must not omit in this place to 
take notice, that this spirit of bubbling had 
prevailed so universally, that, to shew you 
what would have been the case if the Bank had 
obtained the scheme, the very Bank became a 
bubble; and this, my lords, not by chanee or 
necessity, or from any engagement to raise 
money for the public service, but from the 
same spirit that actuated Temple-milis, or 
Garaway’s fishery. For this purpose, my lords, 
they entertained a scheme, in imitation of the 
South Sea, of lending money upon their stock, 
which as‘it is contributed to raise the price of 
their own stock, so it furnished a supply of cash 
to the gamesters in the alley, ‘that at once 

ushed up the bubbles and the South Sea.to an 
immoderate height, But as this was intended 
chiefly to advance their own stock, let the 
project come from what hand soever, it was . 
founded ia the same iniquity with any other 
bubble, and-was of ten tithes more dangerous 
consequence: For as Bank stock was raised 
by it from 150 to 245, and as it bas fallen from 
thence to 130, there have been many millions 
lost upon it; besides the fatal consequence it 
had like to have had upon the public credit ; 
for, for want of this money, which was locked 
pp in Joans upon their own stock, and could 
net readily be come at, they were at a loss 
when the crush happened, and were forced 
to have recourse to a subscription, supported 
chiefly by the adventurers of the South Sea, 
and to a memorable bargain with tke South 
Sea Company. : 

‘‘ And here my lords, whilst I am speaking 
upon this subject, give me leave to lament the 
fate of the unhappy proprietors of the redeem- 


able debts, that were drawn in to subscribe. 
their respective estates, not so much from the: 
arts of the South Sea.Directors,. as from the 
fatal influence and example of some of the 
chief managers and friends of the Bank; who, 
though they now make the greatest clamour for. 
justice, were the first that subscribed the re-- 
| deemables into the South Sea Company; and- 
this, my lords, they did-not do- by surprise or: 
mistake, but upon great deliberation; having 
some time before prepared for this subscrip- 
tion, and purchased great part of this debt, at 
advanced prices for this purpose. And there 
are some ot these gentlemen, and even some of 
my accusers, that purchased the redeemables, 
who thought me extremely silly for advising 
them against. endeavouring to make their for- 
tunes by this project. And it is likewise. very. 
remarkable, my lords, that a. letter was pro- 
duced to the House of Communs, under the: 
hands of the chief directors of the Bank, -where- 
by they made the most early application, and 
in the most humble and abject terms to their 
most determined enemy, sir John Blunt, to be 
admitted to thissubscription. It was ne won-: 
der then that the wisest and most cautious of © 
their admirers went alung with them, and much 
less that the crowd should be led into this fatal 
error by their example. — . = 

“© [do not say this, my lords, ta lay any: 
blame or imputation upon the Bank, but to. 
shew your lordships, that this grave and cautious 
body of men were touched with the infatuation. 
as well as others; and that some of. their. 
greatest friends, and the loudest complainaats, 
were, in spite of all advice, the greatest pushers: 
in this chimerical project. 2s 

“IT must own, my lords, I was. pretty. much. 
surprized to see this work going on; but as 
the act of parliament had entirely divested 
the treasury of all power and controul over the 
South Sea Directors, in respect to the redeem- 
able debts, we could be only spectators of this 
melancholy scene. , 

‘“< Of this the Company was not ignorant, and 
therefore did not think fit to consult me, or . 
any of my brethren, about it, but hurried it on 
to execution at once. They knew their power 
too well, and were too much elated with their 
‘prosperity, to think of consulting with the 
treasury upon that occasion; and to shew your 
lordships, how vaia it had been for the treasury 
to have interposed, aud of what little weight. 
the chancellor of the exchequer was. at. that. 
time with these gentlemen, before the treasury. 
was. adjuurned, I waited upon some of the di- 
rectors at the South Sea house, to know if they 
had any commands for the treasury. I, in- 
deed, took the liberty, to recommend to them, 
in @ particular manner, the expediting the da- 
plicates of the subscriptions of the redeemable 
and irredeemable debts, that the proprietors 
might have their stock in their own haads as 
soon as possible; but I found them too busy 
in making. their loans, and squandering away 
the Company’s money, to mind such trifies; 
and so [ was ‘lismissed by sir Jobn Bhant, with 
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leave to go into the country. Such was the 
pride of this mighty projector at that time, to 
whom so many have bowed and sued for fa- 
vours. 

‘© We have lost the memory of every thing, 
ifin so short atime it can be forgot how the 
eyes of the world were turned from the trea- 
sury, and: the chief ministers of state, to this 
great oracic, whose word (as sir Theodore 
_ Janssen says) was a law to the Company. To 
him we owe every motion, and every desperate 
step that was taken in the execution of this 
scheme: and therefore [ cannot help. saying, 

that the countenance which has been shewn 
him in anotoer place, is due toa merit thut 
has not yet been made known to the public. 

“ But this glory, my lords, did not last long, 

aod I was scarce got down into the country, 
when I was called back by the cries of those 
concerned in this unhappy Company. I found 
the Lords and others in the administration met, 
and using their endeavours to succour and sup- 
port the stock. The Bank by their media- 
tion was called in to the assistance of the 
South-Sea Company, and an agreement was 
mnade between the two Companies, to which I 
was rather a witness than a party. 
' & This gave some life to their stock, and 
stopped the mouths of the redeemables, who 
were grown very clamorous. I must own the 
just concern I had at that time, and shall 
always retain: for this great body of the public 
creditors ; and I was pleased to see them so 
well satished with the bargain the Bank had 
" made for them, and for themselves, upon whom 
they pinned their faith so absolutely. And for 
my part, I who was not in the secret could 
not but think it a real, and sincere bargain, 
since it was nade in so solemn a manner, be- 
tween a committee of both companies, in the 
presence of many lords and gentlemen in the 
administration, confirmed and ratified by the 
_ Court of Directors of each company, and at 
last signified in form to the commissioners of 
the Treasury, by sir John Cope, one of the Di- 
rectors of the Bank. 

‘“‘ I could not suspect there was any intrigue, 
or deceit in this transaction, until I saw, Fan 
‘the extraordinary motions in the alley, and 
several private hints that were given out, what 
was intended, I could not think it possible 
that the gentlemen of the Bank, who had such 
great interest in the redeemables themselves, 
should drop so many thousands of the un- 
happy proprietors, he had depended so en- 
tirely upon them, and who would certainly 
have found their way out of this cursed laby- 
rinth, if they had not been lulled asleep by this 
fallacious agreement. | 

As for me, my lords, IT was thoroughly 
satisfied that this agreement of the Bank, was a 
legal and a firm bargain: and I cannot yet 
imagine, with what face of justice, or equity, 
they could ever break through it, without pro- 
viding for the safety of their wards, (if I may 
use that expression) the proprietors of the re- 
deemable debts, 
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*¢ Whilst that bargain subsisted, and whilst 
the great frauds and embezzlement of the 
South-Sea Company’s money were concealed, at 
least from me; and whilst loans as yet were not 
remitted by the House of Commons, I did not 
think these proprietors had so ill a bargain, or 
could be so great sufferers as I now find they 
are: for this reason, my lords, with much re- 
luctance, and after all the delays that could be 
made, in order to give these gentlemen the op- 
portunity: to withdraw their sabscriptions, if 
they thought fit, we did sign the instrument to 
the Exchequer, as the law directs, and as we | 
thought ourselves bound to do: but there was 
that caution used, that after we had sent the 
duplicates back to the South-Sea House to be 
corrected, and in order to give these gentlemen 
time to look about them, there was hot one 
person that pursued the law, or made use of the 
known method of revoking his powers given 
by letters of attorney, that was not relieved ; 
and so far were the proprietors indulged by 
favour of the Treasury, that every person who 
entered his protest there, had his claim satisfied 
by the South-Sea Company, before the dupli- 
cates were allowed, and the instrument signed. 
But after all this, my lords, I must declare, 
that.as I had no design of forming a power 
upon their ruin, so no views or solicitations 
upon earth, should have prevailed with me to 
conclude them in their properties, if I had 
thought the Bank would have dropt them, and 
withdrawn themselves, or that the luans would 


-have been remitted. 


‘* My lords, I heartily lament the misfor- 
tunes of those, who being drawn in by others, 
had not the opportunity, or skill, to relieve 
themselves : but for those, my lords, that were © 
learned in the law, or at the head of the law, 
and who by their example, and perhaps autho- 
rity, drew others into this misfortune, Iam not 
concerned if they are punished for their folly, 
in purchasing these debts, in order to subscribe 
them in with a view to their own exorbitant 
profit ; andno man can pity them that crowded 
in with so much precipitation, and who, after. 
so much time for recollection, had not law 
enough, in so kncwn a case, to find their way 
out’ again. 

‘¢T do not intend, my lords, by what I have 
said, to lay any imputation upon the Bank of 


England ; for, as in all great bodies, there are 


few that are let into the secret, I suppose it 
might so happen here ; but if what I have 
heard since be .true, and what they say ‘has 
been publicly avowed, that this bargain was 
never intended to be kept ; then, I say, it was 
not only a useful secret to those that were in 
it, but the most complete stratagem of the 
whole year. But whoever hath contributed to 
the misfortunes of the redeemable creditors, 
sure I am, their destruction cannot justly be 
imputed to me; since I have only, as one of 


‘the commissioners of the Treasury, complied 


with the law, where I heartily wish they may 
find what reliefis due to them. If I may be 
allowed, my lords, to take notice of another - 


Sol}. 


body of unhappy sufferers in this common ca- 
lamity, I believe I shall easily gain credit, if I 
assure your lordships, that I have nothing to 
answer fer with respect to the money-sub- 
scribers. There is not one man in the kingdom. 
that'can lay his misfortunes, oa that account, 
at my door. No body can say, that I advised, 
or encouraged him in those adventures; there 
are letters to be prodaced, that would make 
my enemies ashamed, even some of the Secret 
’ Committee themselves, of their humble solici- 
tations for those favours. 

“As to the proprietors of the Old-Stock, 

they have no reason tocomplain of me; I have 
not robbed them by loans for myself, or any of 
my friends; and as all the witnesses that have 
“been examined, have entirely acquitted me, of 
advising, or being privy to any of those. loans, 
so I challenge all the world to prove that I 
ever recommended any one man to the Com- 
pany, to partake oftbem. And if I had those 
avaritious views, that are suggested, 1 must 
have mistaken my way very much, and have 
been little in the secret, not to have secured a 
good share of the public spoils out of these un- 
warrantable loans. 

‘¢ But as these loans, and the Directors buy- 

ing their own private stock for the Company, 
with the Company’s money, were the chief, if 
not the only causes of our misfortunes, and the 
ruin of the public credit; so, my lords, the 
Directors, I mean those that were in the secret, 
were so far from consulting me, or any of the 
commissioners of the Treasury, upon either of 
these occasions, that notwithstanding my en-- 
deavours to know the state of their cash and 
credit, they kept it as the greatest secret from 
me, and guarded more against me, than against 
any other man living. Nor could I ever learao 
_ from Mr. Knight, what those loans amounted 
to, or upon what security they were lent ; not- 
withstanding others were let into that secret, 
until the accounts thereof were laid upon the 
table of the House of Commons, Thus, my 
lords, I conceive I have given you full satis- 
faction as to every thing that hath heen laid to 
my charge, or that I can even suggest against 
myself without the help of my prosecutors; but 
if any doubt remain with hs lordships, in re- 
lation to my defence, or if there be the least 
circumstance that is not cleared up, I beseech 
your lordships that I may know it, before I 
withdraw. 

“© My lords, I now perceive your lordships 
do not think it necessary that I should take upe 
any more of your time: and therefore since I |, 
have gone through my whole charge, and your 
lordships are pleased tu require no farther sa- 
tisfaction ; give me leave to say before I con- 

clude, tbat notwithstanding the weight of public 
clamour, and the strictest and most torturing 
inquiry that any one man has ever undergone, 
it is an unspeakable happiness that I have set 
my innocence in so clear a light ; and it is sur- 
prizing beyond any thing that ever happened, 
that amongst so many unfortunate men, to 
whese fate Iam taeked by this Bill, and who 
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have been examined particolarly against me 

under all the terrors of death and confisca- 

tion, and under all the temptations that could 

be thrown in their way, there is not one of: 
them that has accused me; but, on the con- 

trary, they all have entirely acquitted me., 

‘* This, my lords, I must call a deliverance ; 
this will make me bear the worst of punish- 
ments without shame, ‘This is such’a trial that 
no one ever past through before; and I hear- 
tily wish that the worst of my enemies may, in. 
their day of trial, after such a prosecution and 
such an inquiry, be able to make their inno- 
cence abide the test as well as mine has done. 
I have made no base submissions, no unworthy 
applications to any man, notwithstanding the 
vanity of one of the 6ecret Committee. My 
innocence has been my only screen, and your 


‘lordships’ justice is my refuge.” 


Lhe Clause against Mr. Aislabie and the late. 
Mr. Craggs passes the Lords.| After Mr. 
Aislabie. was withdrawn, the question being 
put, That there was sufficient ground to have 
his name continued in the Directors Bill, it was 
carried nem. con. and so he was remanded 
to the Tower,* 


* In the second volume of Coxe’s Walpale, ~ 
p. 219, there is the following Letter from Mr.. 


- Aislabie to Mr. Robert Walpole, thanking him 


for his kindness, and acknowledging his own 
mistakes. 7 

“ Sir; Feb. 2, 1732. 

“ Tam extremely sensible of your generosity, 


and am more ashamed of my own follies and 


mistakes, than any severe treatment I might 
deserve at your hands could make me. Since. 
you have been so good to promise to iorget 

what is passed, I shall not put you in mind of 
it any further, than to return you my most 

hearty thanks. I have sent you an account of, 
the king’s stock, with all the dividends as they 

were received by sir Charles Vernon, to whom . 
the stock was transferred ; I have accounted 

with him this morning, and he has bought the 

stock that was pawned to him, and paid me. 
the balance; so that at last, 1 have raised as 

much as will pay the king, and shalt have it 

ready against Monday night, if you please to 

let me know to whom I must pay it. 

‘© T have likewise sent you a state of my own 
account before the judges, by which you will 
see my estate is not 80 preat as is represented, 
since I must take all the bad debts to. myself. 
The trustees are both very civil to me, and I 
am very sensible to whom I owe it. The 
judges meet on Wednesday next, to proceed 
on my account ; when the chief justice Prat 
will bethere ; if he and judge Fortescue be 
well inclined, I hope to make an end of it. The 
doubt they make at present is, whether 
29,0007. public money, which was in Mr. 
Hawes’s hands October 1718, be part of the 
effects I had in other pepple’s hands at that. 
time, and which J had invested in stocks some, 
time after all the public money was paid away. 
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| July 21. The Lords heard counsel upon the 
Petition of the Executors of the late Mr. 
Craggs, sen. and then called in and examined 
severally sir George Caswall, Mr. Sawbridge, 
“Mr. Surman, Mr. Horn, and Mr. Huggins. It 
was alledged, in favour of the Petitioners, that 
Mr. Craggs had paid for his stock, by a note 


of $7,000/. from the Sword-Blade Company; 


payable to Mr. Robert Knight, treasurer of the 
South-Sea Company ; and sir George Caswall, 
and Mr. Sawbridge, swore that they had given 
such a note: but when the question was put to 
Mr. Sawbridge, whether the note was paid, he 
first answered evasively ; which put the House 
into some heat, and the lord Trevor stood up, 
and said, He wondered that august. assembly 
would suffer themselves to be trifled with at 
that rate. Hereupon, Mr. Sawbridge being 
ordered to answer.directly upon his oath, whe- 
ther the money mentioned in the note, was 
paid or not? he then owned it was not; nor 
ever intended to be paid, when it’ was given : 
upon’ which’ the House were so theroughly 
convinced of the fraudulent collusion, that they 


would hear no more witnesses, and so passed | 


the clause relating to the late Mr. James 
‘Craggs, senior, without one negative. | | 


The South Sea Sufferers Bill passes the House 
of Lords.| July 22: The Lords went through 
the South-Sea Directors Bill, and put it off to 
the 24th. On the 25th their lordships read 
the said Bill the third time, and sent it down 
to the Commons, who readily agreed to their 
_ lordships’ Amendments. = | 


Bill against Blasphemy and Prophaneness 
brought into the House of Lords, but rejected. } 
During these proceedings concerning the Affairs 
of the South-Sea Company, the following 


transaction passed in the House of Lords. 


There was formed (at least, it was pretended 
30) a scandalous society at London, with the 
shocking name of the Hell-Fire-Club. Se- 
veral . persons of quality, particularly the 
duke of Whartan, were marked out as belong- 
ing to this club. The king being informed of 
' their wicked proceedings, published a Pro- 
clamation (April 20) against blasphemous and 
scandalous clubs, declaring, he was determined 
to shew all marks of displeasure to any, who 
even lay under the suspicion of such destruc- 


tive practices. He gave orders also to the of- 


‘ficers of his houshold, to make strict inquiry, 
whether any of his servants were guilty of such 
‘horrid impieties. The same day this order 
was given, the earl of Nottingham, who had 
lately answered Mr. Whiston’s tenets about the 
Trinity, took this occasion to complain, in the 
House of Lords, of the growth of Atheism, 


As this can scarce be a point, yet being matter 
‘of account, they do not take it readily. I beg 


that you will assist me to make an end of this: 


affair, in such maoner as you think proper, that 
you may see, that by making me free, you have 
made me your creature, and most obliged 
‘faithful servant” } 


Profaneness, and Immorality. Upon this, Dg. 
Verney, lord Willoughby of Brooke, dean of 
Windsor, brought in a Bill‘for suppressing of. 
Blasphemy ahd. Profaneness. It contained 
several Articles, which had little relation to the 
practices complained of, and was chiefly de- 


“signed to secure the belief of the Thirty-Nine 


Articles of the church of England, and restrain 
the liberty granted, by the laws of the former 
session, to the non-conformists. The substance 
of it was: a 

1. “If any one spoke or writ against the | 
being of God, the divinity-of Jesus Christ, or 
the Holy Ghost, or the doctrine of the Trinity, 
as set forth in the thirty-nine Articles, or the 
truth of the Christian religion, or the divine in- 
spiration uf the scriptures, he should, upon 
conviction, be imprisoned marty months, un- 
less he should, within such a tune, publicly re- 
nounce his error, in a form prescribed. 

2. “If any preacher in a separate congrega- 
tion should deny any of the fundamental arti- 
cles of the Christian religion, he should be de+ 
prived of the benefit of the Act of Toleration. 

S. * The archbishops in their provinces, and 
every bishop in his diocese, should be au- 
thorised to summon any person in holy orders, 
to appear before, and subscribe the declaration. 
abovementioned, and, upon refusal, such person 
should be incapable to hold any ecclesiastical 
benefice. | . 

4.“ The justices at. their quarter-sessions, 
are authorised, in like manner, to summon any ~ 
dissenting preacher, and, upon his refusal to 
subscribe the declaration of faith, he should be 
deprived of the benefit ofthe ActofToleration.” —— 


- At the second reading of this Bill (May 2) 
all the lords about London being summoned to 
attend, the archbishop moved to have it com- 
mitted. Upon which, \. 

The Lord Onslow said: He was as much 
against: blasphemy, and for promoting religion, 
as it 1s professed in the church of England, as 
any body; but he could not be forany law, - 
that was for persecution, of which natare he - 
took this billtd be; and therefore he moved, that 
it might be thrown ont. He was seconded by 

The Dake of Wharton, who said, He was not 
insensible of the common talk and opinion of 
he town concerning himself; and therefore he 
was clad of this opportunity to justify himself, 
by declaring, he was far from being a patron of 
blasphemy, or any enemy to religion; but, on 
the other hand, he could not be for this bill, 
because he conceived it to.be repugnant to 
the holy Scripture. Then, taking an old family 
Bible out of his pocket, he quoted and read 
several passages of the Episties of St. Peter 
and St. Paul; concluding, That the bill migh¢ 
be thrown out. He was supported by the 
duke of Argyle, and the earls of Sunderland 
and Ilay, the lord Townshend, and earl Cowe 

er. 


The Earl of Peterborough said, Though he’ ~~ 


was for a parliamentary king, yet he did not... . 


desire to have a parliamentary God, or a pare 


A 
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liamentary religion: and, if the House were 
for such a one, he would go to Rome and en- 
deavour to be chosen a cardinal; for he had 
rather sit in the conclave, than with their lord- 
ships upon those terms. 

The Bishop of Peterborough, (Dr. Kennet) 
spoke likewise on the same side, and said, That 
neither himself, nor, he hoped, ut of that 
bench, would be executioners of such a Law, 
which seemed to tend to the setting up of an 
inquisition. 

On the other. hand, the earl of Nottingham, 

the lord Bathurst, tbe bishops of London, Win- 
chester, Litchfield and Coventry, and some 
others spoke for the bill; as did likewise the 
lord Trevor. One of these having said, That 
he verily believed, the present calamity, occa- 
sioned by the South-Sea project, was a judg- 
ment of God on the blasphemy and profane- 
ness the nation was guilty of! 
_ The Lord Onslow replied, That noble peer 
must then have been e great sinner; for he 
heard, he had lost considerably by the South- 
Sea. 

After some other speeches, the Bill was put 
off toa long. day, by a majority of 60 voices 
against 31. | 


The Commons’ Address to the King on pre- 
senting the Resolutions for restoring the Public 
Credit.| July 26. The Commons presented 
the following Address to the King represent- 
me the state of the Public Credit, and the Re- 
solutions thereto relating : 


“< Most gracious Sovereign; = * 

‘¢ We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, being sensibly affected 
with the misery and calamities that have be- 
fallen great numbers of your majesty’s faithfel 
subjects, occasioned by the heavy losses they 
have sustained from the fatal execunon of the 
late South-Sea scheme ; and taking into our 
serious consideration the low state of public 
aud private credit, which it seems impossible to 
us should ever revive, under the present un- 
certain and unsettled posture of affairs; have 
come to several Kesolutions ; which we bum- 
bly beg leave to iay before your majesty ; and 
are as follow : 


Mercurii, 3 die Maii 1721. 


‘ Resolved, That, for the re-establishing of 
¢ public credit, relief be given to the South-Sea 
‘ Company, with regard to the payment of the 
© 4,156,3061. 4s. 11d., and the four‘and half 
‘ years purchase, and one year’s purchase, upon 
‘several annuities, and other national devts ; 
© the said Company giving such consideration to 
© the public, and such further relief to the several 
‘ proprietors and persons concerned in interest 
‘ with the said Company, as this House shall 
* think proper.’ 


Veneris, 9 die Junii 1721. 


-~ 


‘ majesty’s subjects, the several properties and 
‘interests, now depending, and concemed 
‘ with the South-Sea Company, be ascertained 
‘ and settled. | 
‘Resolved, That, in order to put an end to 
, © all disputes between the South-Sea Company 
‘and the proprietors of the redeemable funds 
‘ subscribed into the said Company ; and for 
‘the further relief of the said proprietors, and 
‘the proprietors of the second, third, and 
‘fourth, money-subscriptions, who have now 
‘stock allowed them, at the rate of 400 
‘cent. with the last Midsummer dividend of 
‘10 per cent. in stock; an addition, after the 
‘ rate of 331. 6s. 8d. stock, upon every hundred 
‘pounds stock already allowed, be given by 
‘ the South-Sea Company to the proprietors of 
‘the said redeemable funds, and to the pro- 
‘ prietors of the second, third, and fourth, 
€ money subscriptions. 
© Resolved, That the sum of 4,156,3412. with 
‘ the four years and a half, and oue year’s pur- 
‘ chase, payable to the public by the South Sea 
“Company, be remitted; so as, from the 24th 
‘of June, 1722, 2,000,0004 of the capital 
‘stock of the said Company be reduced and 
‘ annihilated; and a proportionable part of 
‘their annuity or yearly fund, in respect of the 
‘said two millions, from that time, cease. 
‘ Resolved, That the second subscription of 
‘ the irredeemables, as well the long anniities 
‘as the annuities of nine per cent. prize lottery 
“tickets, and blank lottery tickets, be made 
‘equal to the first subscription of the like 
‘annuities, and tickets, by an addition of 
* stock at 150/. per cent. 
‘Resolved, That all the capital South Sea 
‘ Stock belonging to the Company, intheir own 
‘right, which, after the proposed distribution 
* made, shal] remain undisposed of, be divided 
‘among all the proprietors of the said Com- 
‘ pany, in proportion to their several and res- 
‘pective interests therein; and that credit be 
‘ given them for the same, in the books of the 
“said Company.’ : 


Martis, 13 die Junii 1721. 


© Resolved, That such persons as have hor- 
‘ rowed money from the South Sea Company, 
“upon South Sea Stock, actually transferred 
‘and pledged at the time of borrowing, to or 
‘ for the use of the said Company, shall, upoa 
‘payment of 10/. per cent. upon the respective 
‘ sums so borrowed; at a time or times ta be 
‘limited, and not otherwise, be discharged 
‘from all further demands of the saud Com- 
‘ pany, in respect of the monies so borrowed ; 
‘and that all the stock so transferred and 
‘pledged, together with all dividendg and 
‘profits thereto belonging, respectively, be 
‘absolutely vested in the said Company. 
‘ Resolved, That such persons as have bore 
rowed money from the South Sea Company 
‘upon subscription receipts actually pledged to 
‘ the said Company at the time of barrowing, 


¢ Resolved, That, for the re-establishing of | ¢ shall upon payment of ten per cent. upoo the 


‘ public credit, and quicting the minds of bis 
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‘times to be limited, and not otherwise, be 


. © discharged from all further demands, in res- 


“ pect of the munies so borrowed ; .and that all 
* the subscription receipts so pledged, together 
“with all. dividends and profits thereunto 
‘ belonging, be absolutely vested in the said 
«Company.’ . 


Mercurii, 5 die Julii 1721. 


¢ Resolved, That all contracts for the sale or 
“ purchase of subscriptions, or stock of the 
¢ South Sea Company, or any other company 
‘ or corporation, or pretended company or cor- 
€ poration, which shall be unperformed, or not 
* compounded, on or before the 29th of Sep- 

6 tember next, be entered in books to be kept 
‘ for that purpose, by the respective companies 
* or corporations, before the ist day of Novem- 
“ber next, or else to be void; and that such 
‘ entries shall express for whose use and bene- 
€ fit such contracts were made. 

‘ Resolved, That no special bail be required 
¢ inany action brought or to be brought upon any 
“contract made since the ist day of Decein- 
© ber 1719, and before the 1st day of Decem- 
‘ber, 1720, for the sale or purchase of any 
* subscription, or stock, of the South Sea Com- 
“ pany, or any other company or corporation, 
‘ ur pretended company or corporation. | 
_ * Resolved, That no execution be awarded 
© upon any judgment obtained, or to be ob- 
‘ tained in any action brought, or to be brought, 
‘ upon any contract for the sale or purchase of 


_,£any subscription or stock of the South Sea 


“Company, or any other company or corpora- 
“tion, or pretended company or corporation, 


‘until the end of the:session of parliament. 
© which shall be next after the 29th of Septem- 


‘ ber next. ‘ ee 
‘ Resolved, That all contracts for the sale 


‘ ©or purchase of any subscription or stock of 


“the South Sea Company or any other com- 
¢ pany or corporation, which shall be unper- 
‘ formed or not compounded, on or before the 
¢ 20th of September next, where the seller, or 
* the person on whose behalf such contract was 
© made, was not at the time of such contract, or 
¢ within a time to be limited, actually possessed 
‘ of, gr intitled to, such subscription, or stock, 
£ shall be declared null and void.’ 


« When we first entered upon the considera- 
“tion of this extensive and perplexed affair, we 
thought it most advisable to leave every man’s 
property to be determined by due course of 
law ; and were of opinion, That no relief or 
abatement could properly be prescribed, or 
given, but from the South Sea Company: but the 
discontents of the people daily increasing, and 
the uncertain and doubtful events that threat- 
ened very great and valuable properties, creat- 
ing such infinite anxieties and dissatisfaction, 


- as had a most fatal and general influence upon 


all public and private credit, the interpos'tion 
of parliament became unavoidable: and we 
found ourselves under a necessity of resuming the 


consideration of this nice and intricate matter ; 


Vor. VI. 
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and to endeavour to remove, as far as possible, 
the chief and greatest inconveniences. 

“¢ The great ditficulty in remedying these mis- 
chiefs seemed to arise from the several contend- 
ing interests, engaged in the South Sea Come 
pany, which made it impossible to give relief to 
some, but at the expence of others: and, .as 
all the new proprietors, as well those concerned 
in the public funds, as the other adventurers, 


|} were equaily imposed upon by the artifices of 
the late Directors, and equally drawn in by 


their own too great credulity, and desire of | 


gain; to have. discharged any particolar set, 


had been not only an injustice to the rest, but, 
by dissulving the whole system, had involved 
‘them in utter ruin; which made a distribution 


_of losses, and some abatement to all, abso- 


lutely necessary: it was indeed very much ‘to 
be wished that such ease could have been 
given to the proprietors of the public debts, 
as would have made their property as valuable 
to them.as they had enjoyed it fur many yéara: 
but, as they had voluntarily consented to take 
stock, at some rate or other, even at the time: 


, when they saw the stock raised to the highest 


pitch; the giving stock at one and the same 
price to them, and all others that were most 


unmediately concerned, makes the provision as _ 


just and equitable as the nature of the thing will 
admit ; it being impracticable so far to recan= 
cile the different interests in this general con- 
cern, as to make the conditions of those equal, 
that had engaged themsclves at different rates, 
and upon unequal terms. . | 
“The great and principal mischief arose 
from several concurring circumstances ; from 
the hard terms of most of the proprietors, oc-_ 
casioned by the high prices at which they had 
purchased stock; or the excessive rates at 
which as well the proprietors.of public debts 
asthe money-subscribers, had obliged them- 
selves to take stock : from the demand of above 
seven millions payable to the public, which 
could only be raised out of the properties cf 
those that were already too great sufferers, and 
which rendered the Company incapable of giving 
them any , further ease or relief; from the dis- 
putes and contests at law, which were preparing 
to be carried on, not only between the Com- 
pany and the subscribers of the rcdeemable 
funds, but between infinite numbers of private 
persons engaged in -contracts for the sale and 


purchase of stock, and subscriptions ; from the — 


impossibility of the money-sudscribers making © 
any further payments ; from the great loss the 
Company had sustained, by the late Directors 
having lent out above eleven’ millions of the 
Company’s money, withaut any, or without. 
sufficient, security; and from the very little | 
prospect of recovering any considerable part 
thereof, withoyt which it was impossible for 
the Company to coinply with the demand of 
the public, but at the infinite expence, and in- 
supportable loss, of all their adventurers ;_ which 
must have proved destructive to the trade and 
credit of the kingdom. 

be is considerations ‘induced us to. come 
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to the foregeing resolutions ; being, as we con- 
. ceive, the most proper means to enable the 
Company to give reiief to such of their pro- 
prietors as most wanted and deserved it; to 
put an end to all disputes at law; and to fix, 
scttle, and ascertain, the several properties and 
interests of all persons concerned with the 
Soutli-Sea Company; to deliver infinite aum- 
bers of your mujesty’s good subjects from the 
apprehensions of vexatious law-suits and pro- 
secutions; and from the further demand of such 
excessive sums of money as must sluk and de- 
press all public and private credit. 
 & And, as the greatest mischiefs, wich we 
now.so justly complain of, have arisen from the 
unwarrantable methods used by the late Di- 
rectors of the South-Sea Company, in selling 
and disposing of such part of their increased 
capital stock as belonged to the Company ; to 
remove such a foundation of Stock-jobbing, 
and to prevent the like fatal consequences for 
the future, we thought it necessary to take 
- care, that all the increased capital stock belong- 
ing to the Company, which, after the proposed 
distrivution is made, shall remain undisposed 
of, be divided among all the proprietors of the 
said Company, in proportiun to their several and 
respective interests, 

“ These Resolutions, if passéd into a law, 
and duly put in execution, we humbly hope, 
will tend very much to the re-establishing of 
public credit ; to the quieting of the minds of 
your majesty’s subjects ; and contribute to the 
ease and relief of great numbers, though hat 
sufficient to give satisfaction to, or repair the 
losses of, all that are unhappily involvcd in the 
present calamity. 

“But as the ancient usage, and established 
rales, of parliament, make it Ampracticable for 
ws to prepare bills for the royal assent, during 
the present session wf parliament, for some of 
the purposes contained in our Resolutions ; we 
have humbly presumed to lay the same before 
your majesty, for your royal consideration ; not 
doubting but that your majesty will, outof your 
great wisdom, and accustomed grace and gcod- 
ness to your people, as soon as the public and 
private bills, now depending in parliament, 
shall be dispatched, give us an eaily oppor- 
tunity of perfecting this great and necessary 
work.” . 


The King’s Answer.| To the above Ad- 
dress his majesty returued this Auswer : 


** Gentlemen ; 

' © T have such an intire confidence in this par- 
Tiament’s duty and ailcction to me, and their 
zeal for: the public service, that I shall very 
readily comply with what you desire; and will 
go0n give you an opportunity of doing what 
you propose for settling and establishing the 
credit and quiet of the kingdom.” 


The Speaker’s Spcech tothe King on present+ 
ing the Civil List Bill.) July 29. The King 
caine to the House of Peers, and the Commons 
attending, the Speaker, upeu presenting the 
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Civil List Bilt to his majesty, made the follow- 
ing Speech : 


“Most Gracious Sovereign ; : 
“ Your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub-. 
jecis, the Commons of Great Britain in par~ 
liament assembled, being sensible of the great 
debt upon the Civit List, occasioned by the ca- 
Jamity of the times, which has disabled the two 
companies of assurance to make good the money 
which they had stipulated to pay ‘to the crown, 
which, if it had been insisted: on, would have 
occasioned the ruin of many families, and would 
consequently have been a great obstruction to 
trade ; and your majesty having always had so 
much goodness, as rather to wave your own 
right, than to exact it, to the prejudice of your 
faithful subjects ; we have, therefore, to make 
good that loss given your majesty, and we hum- — 
bly pray that your majesty would be graciously 
pleased to accept of, six-pence in the pound, 
to be paid outof the Civil List, from your faith- 
ful Commons, who will be always ready to sup- 
port your majesty and your government.” __ 
After which the Royal Assent was given to 
an Act, ‘ For raising money upon the estates 
‘ of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Guvernor, 
‘ Directors, Cashier, Deputy-Cashier, and Ac- 
‘ comptant of the South-Sea Company, and of 
‘John Aislabie, esq. and likewise of James 
‘ Cragys, sen. esq. deceased, towards making 
‘good the great loss and damage sustained by 
‘ the said Company; and for disabling such of 
‘the said persons as are living, to hold any 
‘office or place of trust under the crown, or tq 
‘sit or vote in parliament for the future; and 
‘ fur other purposes in the said Act expressed ;’ 
and to five other Bills. And then the Lord 
Chancellor prorogued the parliament to the 
31st, 


The King’s Speech on the State of the Publis 
Credit.] July 31. The King came to the 
House of Peers, when the Lord Chancellor, by 
his majesty’s command, delivered the following 
Speech to both Houses : mG 


“6 My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“The occasion of iny calling you together 
avain so suddenly, is togive you an opportuhity 
of resuming the consideration of the State of 
Public Credit. . 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commens, 

“ The progress that you.made in this affair | 
during the Jase session, laid such a foundation 
of this necessary work, that the world is fully 
apprised of what is reasonably to be boped fur 
at this present conjuncture. 

‘* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“¢ T must recommend to you all possible dis- 
patch, and am persuaded that at this season of 
the year, your deliberation will be coufined te 
what is absolutely necessary upon this extracre 
dinary occasion.” ; 


Resolutions of the Commons for re-establish 
tng of Publie Credit.) | The Commons being 
returned to their House, immediately resolved 
themselves inte a grand committee, to take his 


- 
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not otherwise, be discharged from all farther — 


' majesty’s Speech into consideration, and came 


to several Resolutions, which were reported the: 


next day, and agreed to by the House, as fol- 
low, viz. | 

““4, That for the re-establishing of Public 
Credit, relief_be given to the South Sea 
Company with regard to the payarent of 
4,156,306, 4s. 11d. and the 42 years purchase, 
and one year’s purchase, upon several annui- 
ties, and other national debts, the said Com- 
pany giving such consideration to the public, 
and such farther relief to the several proprie- 
tors, and persons concerned in interest with 
the said Company, as this House shall think 
proper. 

‘© 2, That for the re-establishing of Public 
Credit, and quieting the minds of .his majesty’s 
subjects, the several properties and interests 
now depending, and concerned with the South 
Sea Company, be ascertained and settled. “ 

‘<3, That in order to put an end to all dis- 
putes between the South Sea Company, and 
the proprietors of the redeemable funds sub- 

soribed.-into the said Company, and for the 
- farther relief of the said proprietors, and the 

‘ proprietors of the second, third and fourth 
money-subscriptions, who have now stock al- 
lowed them, at the rate of 400/. per cent. with 
the last Midsummer dividend of ten ‘per cent. 
in stock, an addition after the rate of 33/. 6s. 8d. 
stock, upon every 100/. stock, already allowed, 
be given by the South Sea Company to the 
proprietors of the said redeemable funds, and 
to the proprietors of the second, third, an 

fourth money-subscriptions. 7 

4, That the sum of 4,156,341, with the 
4} years and one year’s purchase, payable to 
the public by the South Sea Company, be re- 
mitted, so as from the 24th of June, 1722, two 
tmaillions of the capital stock of the said Com- 


pany be reduced and annihilated, and a pro-: 


portionable part of their annuity or yearly 


fund, in respect to the said two millions, from 
| scription, or stock of the South Sea Company, 
or any other company or corporation, or pre=- 


that time cease. 


“5, That the second subscription of the. 


irredeemables, as well the long annuities, as 


- “the annuities of nine per cent. prize lottery 


tickets, and blank lottery tickets, be made 


‘ equal to the first subscription of the like an-. 


huities and tickets, by an addition of stock. at 
1504. per cent. 

‘6. That all the capital South Sea stock 
belonging to the Company in their own right, 
- which, after the proposed distribution made, 
shall remain undisposed of, be divided among 
all the proprietors of the said Company, in 
_ proportion to their several and respective .in- 
terests therein; and that credit be given 
them for the same in the books of the said 
Coupany. 

‘67, That such persons as have borrowed 
money from the South Sea Company upen 
South Sea stock, actually transferred and 


pledged at.the time of borrowing to, or for the 


ase of the said Company, shall, upon payment 
of ten per cent. upon the respective sums so 


borrowed, at a sime.or times to be limited, and 


i 
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demands of the faid Company, in respect of 


the monies so borrowed ; and that all the stock . 


so transferred and pledged, together with all 
dividends and profits thereto belonging re-. 
spectively, be absolutely vested in the said 
Company. - 

. “8, Vhat such persons as have borrowed 


money from the South Sea Company, upon 


subscription receipts actually. pledged to the 


said Company at'the time of borrowing; shall, 


upon payment of ten per cent, upon the re- 
spective sums so borrowed, at a time.or times 
to be limited, and not otherwise, be discharged 
from all farther demands in respect of the 
money so borrowed; and that all the sub- 
scription-receipts so pledged, tugether with ald 
dividends and profits thereunto belonging, be 
absolutely vested in the said Company, 7 

‘9, That all contracts for the sale or pur- 
chase of subscriptions, or stock of the South 
Sea Company, or any other company or cor- 
poration, or pretended company or corpora- 
tion, which shall-be unperformed or not com- 
pounded, on or before the 29th day of Sep- 
tember next, be entered in books to be kept 
fur that purpose, by the respective companies 
or Gorporations, before the first of November 
next, or else to be vould; and that such entries 
shall express fer whose use and benefit such 
contracts were made. 


“10. That no special bail -be required in - 


any action broughit or to be brought, upon any 
contract made since the 1st of Dec. 1719, and 
before the 1st of -Dec. 1720, for the sale or 
purchase of any subscription, or stock of the 
South Sea Company, or any other company or. 
corporation, or pretended company or cor 
poration, : 

“11. That no exccytion be awarded upon 
any judgment obtained, or to be obtained in 
any action brought, or to be brought upon any 
contract, for the sale of purchase of any sub- 


tended company or corporation, until the end 
of the session of parliament, which shall be next 
after the 29th of September next. 

“12. That all the contracts tor the sale or 
purchase of any subscription, or stock of the 


South Sea Company, or any other company or_ 


corporation, which shall be unperformed or 
Not compounded, on or before the 29th of 
September next, where the seller, or the per- 
son on whose behalf such contract was made, 


was not at the time of such contract, or within — 


a time to be limited, actually possessed of or 
intitled tu such subscription or stock, shall be 
declared null and void.” | 


A Bill for restoring the Public Credit, 
brought in.| A Bill being ordered to be brought 
m upon the said Resolutions. the same was 
presented accordingly, the next day, by Mr, 
Lowndes, with the title of, ‘A bill for making 
‘ several provisions to resture the Public Cre- 


“dit, which suffers by the Frauds and Misma- 


o 


‘ 
' : 


903] PARL. HIST. 8 Groner I. 1721. tunisltious ‘Concourse assemble in the [904 


“nagements of the late South Sea Directors 
¢ and others.’ This bill was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time the next 
morning. . ° 


A tumultuous Concourse cf ‘the Annuitants 
assemble in the Lobby of the House of Commons. | 
In the mean time, there appeared in the Lobby 
of the House of Commons, and in the places 
adjacent, severdl hundreds of the proprietors 
of the Short Annuities, and other redeemable 

ublic debts, of both sexes, who demanded 
justice of the members as they went into the 
House, and put into their hands a Paper 
with these written words, * Pray do justice to 
*the Annuitants, who lent their money on 
‘¢ Parliamentary Security.”* The multitude 


—— 


* The following printed Letter was also de- 
Jivered to the members as they entered the 
House: ~ S 


A Lerrer to a Member or ParLiaMENT; 
wherein the Unreasonableness and Impro- 

- bability of binding down the Redeemables 

is fully demonstrated. 
“ Sir; 

‘Phe great question debated among us with- 
out doors, is, whether the parliament will bind 
down the redeemables absolutely to tlre price of 
* 300/.‘and, in consideration of this reduction, 
deprive them of the right they have to contest 
the validity of their subscription at law? I shall 


give you my reasons for the negative part of 


this question, in as few words as I can. 

“ But before I mention them, 1 will just 
take notice by the way, that the reduction to 
300/. is such an one, as the redeemables will 
never voluntarily accept of. For it not only 


bears no proportion to the favour or relief 


which is intended towards the rest of the un- 
happy ‘sufferers by this scheme, but carries 


along with it the ruin and destruction of these: 


proprietors and their families, and will cer- 
‘tainly introduce a new scene of misery and 
poverty. 

‘‘ The redeemables have reason to think them- 
selves ‘intitled to as much favour as any 
_ others : They.are part of the ancient creditors 

of the government. The honour and justice of 

the government was engaged for the just pay- 
‘ment of their debts’; and even the South-Sea 
Act itself ‘no otherwise enabled the Company 
to take in their debts, than with regard to jus- 
tice and public faith. 

“ But it is universally admitted, that though 

their debts should prove to have been taken in, 
‘according to the strict letter of that law (which 
is now the point in controversy ;) yet, it is cer- 
tain, the Company have not acted with regard 
to justice and public faith, in the manyer of 

taking them in; and therefore, to be sure, they 
are as much intitled to the favourable relief of 
the parliament, 2s the members of that Com- 
pany, which have cheated them. 

“As to the money-subscribers ; admitting 

that they algo have been abused and deluded 


were particularly rude to Mr. Comptroller,’ 

tearing part of his coat as he passed by; upon 
which the House being informed, that a crowd 
of people were got together in a tumultuous 
and riotous manner, in the lobby and passages 
to this House, it was ordered, “ That the Jus- 
tices of Peace for the city of Westminster, do 
immediately 
constables with them.” 


attend this House, and bring the 


Debate on the Petition of the Annuitants.] 


In the mean time, sir John Ward presented to 
the House a Petition and Representation of the 
Proprietors of the Redeemable Funds, on be- 
half of themselves, and all others, pretended to 


be taken into the South-Sea Company, setting 
forth, ‘* That thev had‘ jent their money upon 


by the Company, vet still they have no plea for 
favour which may not be urged with much 
greater strength in hehalf of the redeemables; 
I mean, with relation to the government. For 
the money subscribers engaged on their own 
heads voluntarily, and, I may say, wantonly 
too: they had no occasion to engage with the 
Company at all; but the redeemables came in 
under the persuasion, and by invitation of an 
act of porliament. So that the first of these 
had only the faith of the Company to depend 
upon ; the others had the faith of the Company 
and parliament: too. The money subscribers 
engaged with a view to the advantages which 
might arise and be made from a subsequent 
contract with the government-creditors ; but 
the redeemables were brought in by the advan- 
tages arising from an actual contract made be- 
tween the Company and the money-subscribers. 
And would it not be very strange, if it should - 
prove more prudent to have trusted the Com- 
pany alone, than to have relied on the faith of 
the Company and that of the parliament added 
to it? Or more advantageous to have made a 
bargain for a future contingency, than for a 
reality? _ ; 

‘¢ 1 own, there is somewhat of obliyation 
which arises from placing « confidence in ano- | 
ther, and such merit the money-subscribers 
mayjclaim, with regard to the Company ; but 
what superior merit they can pretend to with 
regard to the parliament, is a secret. Sure I 
am, they can never plead a greater merit to- 
wards the government, ‘than the government- 
creditors themselves, 
‘** With regard to the Company, the money . 
subscrihers plead the merit of having drawn ina 
others. And for this signal piece of service, 
the Company might reasonably enough treat 
them with distinguishing marks of favour, and 
think themselves obliged to take care, that 
they should not be greater losers, than those 
who had been decoyed by them. But how 
this way of reasoning should influence the par- 
liament, is not to be explained or understood, 
unless itshould be also affirmed, that it was 
an acceptable service to the parliament, to 
have their creditors cheated. | 

‘“* No man in bis senses can doubt, but that 
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parliamentary security; that having been un- 
warily drawn in to subscribe their effects into 
the South-Sea Company, by the artifices of the 
late Directors, the honourable House of Com- 
mons, in February, had thought fit to leave the 


be determined by the common law: But being 
informed, that by the Bill now depending, they 
were tied down to take South-Sea stock at 300/. 
they therefore prayed that they might be beard‘ 


the releasing the money subscribers from all 
their subsequent payments, and allowing them 
stock atthe rate of 300/. per cent, for what 
has been actually paid in, is a much greater re- 
lief to the muney-subscribers, than the reduc- 
ing the redeemables to 300/. is to them. 

‘¢ The second money-subscribers contracted to 
pay 400/. and the third and fourth 1,000/. for 
2007. South Sea Stock, but were afterwards 
reduced to 400/, They of thesecond subscrip- 
tion paid down 80/. the third 100/. and the 
fourth 200/. in part of their contract. Now, 
supposing South-Sea stock to be capable of 
being made worth 150/. per cent. (which, I be- 
lieve all the art of man can never make it in- 
trinsically worth) and you may easily see the 
‘great disproportion there is between the re- | 
deemables, and the worst of the money sub- 
scribers. . 

‘¢ The fourth money-subscriber, out of his 
money which he contracted to pay for 1001. 
stock is to retain 200/. in his pocket, to have 
stock at the rate of 300/. per cent. for the 
other 200/. viz. 73/. 6s. 8d. which, at 150/. per 
cent. makes 110/. so that he loses, upon the 
whole of his contract, 90/. But the redeema~ 
ble subscriber, has paid down all his 400/. ac- 
cording to his supposed contract, andis not to 
have one farthing remitted to him ; but to take 
stock at the rate of 300/. for the whole, viz. 
146/. 13s. 4d. value 2201. So that upon the 
whole of his bargain, he is to Jose’ 180/. Let 
any man judge now, whether this is equa}. If 
the people must be made to believe, that this 
division of loss between the money subscribers 
and redeemables, is equal, it must be made ap- 
pear, that 180/. is no more than 90/. 

‘“¢ As to the irredeemables, who are the other 
‘part of the government creditors; though it is 
certain, that they also have been greatly abused 
by the Company, by having been taken in at 
an extravagant high price; yet the' number of 
years purchase allowed to them, greatly takes 
off from the extravagancy of the price at which 
they were taken in, and reduces their loss to a 
much lower proportion. than that of the re- 
deemables ; as may be seen by every calcula- 
tion which has been made of this subject. 

‘¢ But perhaps you will say, as | have often 
heard it said, That if the redeemables are 
bound in law, they are intitled to no re- 
lief: but ought to be thankful for any, and con- 
sequently for their reduction to $00/. 

‘6 To this [ answer, that the reduction to 
$001. is so far from ‘being a relief to the re-. 
deemables, that it-had been much better for 
them to have stood at 400/. provided all the 
rest of the contractors were obliged to stand 
to their contracts. And surely, this is nothing 
but justice; for it is certain, the contracts 


made by them were as biading and firm, as 


that which is pretended to have been’ made by 

the redeemables: And if so, what sort of fa-. 
‘vour is this, that is shewn to the redeemables, 

‘when the reduction proposed, being accom- 

panied by a much more favourable reduction 

to every one else, really puts thent in a worse 

condition, than if there had been no reduction 

at all? A 

“‘ Is this a favour which will induce the re- 
deemables to part with a legal right of contro- 
verting their subscription? A controversy 
wherein they have all the reason in the world to 
hope for success, and which, if itis determined 
in their favour, will discharge their whole es-’ 
tates, and deliver them intirely from the jaws of 
their greedy oppressors. . . 

“No, Sir, You may depend upon it, the re- 
deemables are not so very silly as this comes 
to. They know their interest better than to 
close on such unequal terms. Nothing but 
force will ever prevail upon them to acquiesce 
under such conditions. 

‘6 And now I come to the business I first pro- 
posed, viz. To offer you my reasons for he- 
heving that the parliament will not force them 
to accept of these terms. For, 

‘¢ Ifthe Parliament should bind down the re- 
deemables absolutely to, the terms of 300/. 
without suffering them to contest the validity 
of their subscription, the parliament must be 
supposed to- know either thar the pretended. 
subscription is binding in law, and such as they 
cannot get loose from ; or else, must resolve to 
piece out the legality of that subscription by 
the interposition 0: mere power, 

‘That the paclament know the pretended 
subscription is binding in law, is what any man 
may safely deny: nay, 50 far are they from 
knowing this, that it docs not appear, that they 
have ever yet made an inquiry aiter those ne-. 
cessary facts, npon which only such a know- 
ledge can be founded. | 

“ The parliament has been told indeed, that 
13,985,425. of tne redeemubles have been 
taken into the South-Sea Stock. This has been: 
represented to them, as they say, in the late in- 
grafting act.- But, by whom were they told 
this? Why, by the late directors, men who were 
not only interested in the question, but such 
asthe parliament knows to be knaves, and 
whose estates they are now confiscating for 
their knaveries. 

‘‘ By a former act passed in this sessions, 
the parliament, upon a view of these mens con- 
duct in other respects, declared, that under 
pretence of the South-Sea Act, they had con- 
trived and carried on many fraudulent and in- 
direct practices, contrary to the intention of the 
said Act: and upon this account, as it was 
very natural, the parliament suspended their 
belief cuncerning the Jegality of taking in the. 


validity, or invalidity of their subscriptions, to 


~ 


4 


907] PARL. HISTORY, 8 Groner I. 1721.—BPetition of the Annuitants. [908 


by themselves, or their counsel, against the said 

bil.” 
After the reading of this Pétition, the same 

was ordered to lie on the table, and then the 


“ Bill to restore Public Credit,” &c. was read 


Redcemables; justly suspecting, that those men 
who had acted contrary to theintentivn of that 
actin some respects might alsy have acted 
contrary to it mm others: they very wisely, 
therefore, resolved to leave the redeemables 
to the law to try this point; and have 
provided, by a clause in the said ingralt- 
Ing act, that if the redeemables obtain a decree 
or judgment in their favoar, that in such case, 
they shall not be esteemed members of the 
South-Sea, or any other company, on account 
of such subscriptions. 

_ Now can any map, after all this, be so ab- 
surd as to think, that what the parliament re- 
fused to do in February, they will do in July ? 
Do not all the reasons that were alledged 
against binding down the redeemabies, hold as 
strong now, as they did few months ago? And 
can it be xnagined,that the same parliament 
which came to a resolution not to interpose in 
this matter, when no suits were actually com- 
menced, should all on a sudden resolve to in- 
terpose now they are, and thereby deprive the 
redeemables of those hopes which they them- 
selves encouraged, and which the redeemables 
have prosecuted with so mueh trouble and ex- 
pence? What is this but making the parhia- 


ment to speak like the oracles ofold, or ‘rather. 


more fallaciously, to tell the redeemables, they 
would leave them the free use of the laws, 
provided they would not «nake use of them ? 

‘* Had not self-interest blinded men to the 
greatest degree in the world, they would never 
desire that the parliament should in any case 
suspend the regular administration of justice, 
and interrupt the common caurse of the laws. 
This is a thing every true Englishman ought 
rather to pray against, and be exceeding jealous 
and fearful of ; [tis opening awide gap in our 
constitution. Hitherto it has beenjlooked upon, 
that the interpretation and execution of laws 
when made, did as properly belong to Westmin- 
ster-Hall, as the making them to the parlia- 
ment: andthe alteration of such a fundamen- 
tal, whatever particular jobs it may serve at 
present, cannot but be attended with very fatal 
consequences, if not withthe dissolution of this 
ancieut and free government. . 

‘© But to suppose, that the parliament should 
take so extraordinary, unprecedented, unpar- 
hamentary a step, to tie up men from the free 
‘use of the law, only in order to oppress their 
own innocent creditors, and to piece out the Je- 
gality of a most unrighteous and barbarous 
contract; at the best, is to suppose a parlia- 
Mant speaking in this wise: Whereas it may be 
doubted, whether the wicked artifices used by 
the late South-Sea Directors, to cheat and de- 
fraud the redeemables, are sufficient in law for 
that purpose ; and the proprietors of those 
debts have commenced suits in the ordinary 


the second time, and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House. Thisdone, 

Sir John Ward stood up, and spoke in favour 
of the petitioners, urging the justice of hearing 
them, either by themselves, or their counsel, in . 


course of justice to vindicate themselves from 
the said intended oppression, and may thereby 
happily free themselves from the same ; there- 


+ fore be it enacted, That all such suits shall 


cease: and be it declared, that the said re; 
eemables are cheated, and shall be cheated 
elfectually, and without retrieve? and the estates 
whereof they are, by the authority ofthis pre- 
sent parliament, declared to be cheated, shall 
be distributed for the benefit of these who have 
contrived, promoted and assisted in carrying on 
the said cheat. . 

‘“‘ This, Sir, £ can assure you, is the true Eng- 
lish of what some among us, without duors, 
would have the parliament say: but, I am per- 
suaded, they never will say it: such notions as 
these, can be entertained by none but such ag 
are enemies to the hopour and justice of a Bri- 
tish parliament. 

“Tf you ask these sort of men, Why the par- 
liament should interpose to bind up the laws 
which they never did before ; They immediately 
answer you, that the exigency of affairs requires 
it. Ifthe South-Sea Company, say they, is 
liable to law-suits, :public credit can -never be 
established. - 

‘Tf by public credit these men mean whas 

they ought to mean, the credit of the gover- 
ment and community ; there cannot bea 
senseless proposition than this: for the oredit of 
the government must, in the nature -of the 
thing, be founded on the supposed henesty and 
justice of the government ; on its disposition to 
support and maintain the legal rights of its cre- 
ditors. . 
_ © Men most willingly trust those, for whose 
faith and honesty they have the best security. 
Take away any part of that security which the 
creditor has for the re-payment of bis debt, and 
you necessarily lessen your own credit, as well 
as his security: take away the law, which is 
both the measure und security of all property, 
and no man will ever part with his meney out of 
his own possession, because he has no way left to 
recover it but by force: let it be but. once de- — 
termined, that there is no Jaw against a Com- 
pany, that whatever they get possession of, 
though never go illegally, they shall hold and 
retain, and none but fools will trast sucha 
Company for the future. 

‘* But thetruth is, tbat these men by public 
credit and the establishment of it, nean nothing 
else but the raising the value of South-Sea 
Stock, and measure the increase of credit only 
by the present increase of their own estatess 
whether by wrong or right, is no part of their 
concern, and because it is for their ._present ia- 
terest, that the redeemables should continue 
part of the South-Sea Stock, and alaw-suit be- 
tween the Company and them, may, 1n all bu 


man probability, disappoint their hopes, and 


Wd} 
order to their ‘being relieved, and he was 
veconded by sir Gilbert Heathcote. Here- 
#pon — | 

Mr. Robert Walpole said, He did not see 
how the petitioners could be relieved; that 
the Resolutions, pursuant to which this bill 
was brought in, had been laid before, and ap- 
proved hy the king and council, and’had also 
been agreed to by a great majority of the House 
before the last short prorogation; and that 
they had given their word of honour to the 
members that were gone into the country, that 
they would notalter a tittle in them; and as he 
could not see any thing that could be done for 
the petitioners, he therefure moved for adjourn- 
ing the debate, and desired that that question 
might be put as a previous one. This was 
Opposed by 

Mr. Brodrick, who said, He wondered what 

that gentleman meant by desiring to have such 
f question put, before the question for taking 
the Petition into consideration; which, he 
thought, would look as if they could not an- 
swer the allegations contained in the said Peti- 
tion; and therefore he moved that they might 
go upon the debate of it.. He was seconded by 
Samuel Sandy s, esq. who spoke strenuously in 
favour of the petitioners; but the court party 
insisting upon Mr. Walpole’s motion, the ques- 
tion for adjourring was put, and carried by a 
anajority of 78 vo.zes against 29. 

By this time four of the Justices of the Peace 
for the city of Westminster attending, according 
to order, they were called in, and being at the 
bar, Mr. Speaker acquainted them, That the 
House was informed that there was a great 
crowd of riotous people in the lobby and pas- 
sages leading to this House, and that he was 
commanded by the House to direct them, the 
‘paid Justices, to go and disperse the said riotous 
crowd, and to take care to prevent the like 
tiots for the future. Hereupon :the four Jus- 
tices, attended by five or six constables, desired 
the petitioners to clear the lobby and passages ; 
and upon their refusal, caused the Proclama- 
tion against Rioters to be twice read, declaring 
to them, that if they continued there till the 


evince the contrary ; therefore, they desire the 
course of the law shguid be stopped. Hence 
@rives this fear of the law and law-suits: the 
law is an enemy to villany and oppression. But 
what these.men call public ‘credit, is, it seems 
only to be supported by them, and consequent- 
ly must be built on the destruction of the law, 
their opposite. . 

“¢ But though it should be granted these men, 
tbat self-interest is the sole principle of action 
qn a wise man (and many such morelists or wise 
en you-may meet with in every coffee-louse) 


yet if, according to the Poet’s definition of wis-. 


dom, * {stuc est sapere, non quod ante pedes 
* modo est videre, sed etiam illa que futura sunt 
“ prospicere,’ it will then appear, that they are 
very silly fellows, and littte consider their own 
‘true interest, when they are desiring, that the 


faws, aud benefit of them, should be suspended 
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third reading, they should incur the penalties of 
the act. 
perse ; but as they went away, could not for- 
bear venting their resentments, some saying, 
‘That they came as peaceable subjects and 
‘ citizens, to represent their grievances, and did 
‘not expect to be used like'a mob, and 
‘ scoundrels ;’ and the rugest telling the mem- 
bers, ‘ You first pick our pockets, and then 


~ 


‘send usto gaol for complaining.’ _ 


x 
The Bill for restoring the Public Credit 
passed.| Aug. 4. The Commons, in a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, considered of the 
‘ Bill to restore Public Credit;’ and the first 
question that occasioned any debate was, at 


Hereupon they thought fit to dis- | 


7? 


what price the subscribers upon the second sub- © 


scription should be obliged to take South-Sea 
stock? Some were for 263/. and others for 203/. 
and after several speeches (by Mr. Horatio 
Walpole, Mr. Yonge, Mr. Robert Walpole, 
Mr. Sloper, Mr. Broderick, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. 
Lowther, Mr. Harsley, Mr. Miluer, and sir John 
Fyles) it was agreed without dividing, that the 
said subscribers should take stock at 2031. 

The next question was, whether brokers, or 


such as had acted as brokers for brokeridge, , 
who had borrowed money of the South-Sea’‘ 


Company upon stock, or subscription-recei} ts, 
should, like the other borrowers, be discharged 
from all farther demands, by. paying to the 


cashier of the said Company ter per cent. of 


the money borrowed ? But after some debate, 
it was carried by 62 votes against 42, that the 
said brokers should be excepted, and a clause 
was added to the bill, to oblige them to pay 
tlhe whole money borrowed. al 

After this sir Thomas Crosse declared, that 


,upon looking over the South-Sea books, he 


found that many of the borrowers bad not given 
any security for the money borrowed, for three 
months, or thereabouts, after the money lent: 
upon which the question was put, aad carried 
without a division, that all those who had bor- 
rowed money of the Company, and had not 
given security, by transferring stock, or sub- 
scription receipts, fourteen days after the money 


and faken from-any of their fetlow subjects. 
For when the precedent of suspending the law 
is once introduced, whose turn it may be to 
sufier next, no man knows. These men, for the 
sake of an immediate advantage, would rejoice, 
it seems, in ap act of parliament which should 
distress their brethren, and destrey their pro- 
perty; but, I am satisfied, such rejoicing would 
not last long ; the pleasure, as itis a barbarcus 
one, wouid also be ashort-lived one. For the 
same means which are made use of to plunder 
these men to day may be made use of tu plunder 
them to morrow. And if we should be so un- 
happy to fall into the hands of such a parla- 


ment as ‘these men wish for; a parliament of 


the same narrow and self-interested princi- 
ples with themselves; this one precedent woukt 
be alledged in jastification of a GENERAL 
Sruncx.” 7 = 


~ 


N 
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Several other amendments were made to the 


bill, which being reported the‘next day to the 


Hlouse by Mr. Farrer, some of them were 
agreed to ; but when they came to that relating 
to the brokers, the-same occasioned a consi- 


, derable debate. Mr. Robert Walpole among | 


the rest expressed his apprehensions, that 
obliging the brokers to repay the whole money 
they had borrowed, might rather be detrimen- 
tal, than advantageous to public credit, and 
occasion the fall of the South-Sea stock, which 
was now upon the rise; and that the brokers, 
to excuse themselves, might probably accuse 
others, which would afford fresb matter of com- 
plaint and dispute, therefore he moved that the 
said clause be Jeft out of the bill. He was an- 
swered by general Ross and Mr. Sloper; but 
upon the question being put, it was carried by 
‘a great majority, that the brokers should only 
be excepted from the clause relating to the bor- 


rowers; that is to say, that they should not be | 


obliged to repay the whole money by them bor- 
rowed ; nor yet be discharged from farther de- 
mands, by paying ten per cent. of the money 
borrowed ; but be left either to compound with 
the South-Sea Company, or to be sued at com- 


‘ ‘mon law. The other amendment, relating to 


the borrowers, who had not transferred their 
stock, or subscription-receipts in due time, was 
also left out of the bill. 


Aug. 7. The said Bill was read the third 
time, passed, and-sent up to the Lords ; after 


_ ‘which, the Commons adjourned to the 10th, on 


which day the Bill was passed by the Lords, 
and received the Royal Assent. 


The King’s Speech at thé Close of the Ses- 
sion.] August 10. The King came to the 
‘House of Peers, and the Commons being sent 
for up, and attending, the Lord Chancellor, by 
his majesty’s command, read the following 


. Speech to both Houses : 


“© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

Tam glad that the business of this anc the 
former session is at length brought to such a 
period, that I have now an opportunity of giv- 
ang you some recess, after the great pains you 
have taken in the service of the public. 

_ ©The common calamity, occasioned by: the 
wicked execution of the South-Sea scheme, 


- was become so very great before your meeting, 


that the providing proper remedies for it was 
very difficult: But it is a great comfort to me, 
to observe, that Public Credit now begins to re- 
cover ; which gives me the greatest hopes that 
it will be entirely restored, when all the provi- 
sions you have made for that end, shall be duly 
put in execution. 

‘¢ [ have great compassion for the sufferings 


of the innocent, and a just indignation against 


‘the guilty; and have readily given my assent to 
such bills as you have presented ta me, for pu- 
nishing the authors of our late misfortunes, and 
for obtaining the restitution and satisfaction due 
to those who have been injured by them, in sych 

$8 


N 


911] PARL. HIST. 8 Groncs I. 1721.—The King’s Speech on Opening the Session. [91% 
lent, should be obliged to pay the whole money, | 


manner as you judged proper. I was at the 
satne time, willing and desirous, by my free aod 
general pardon, to give ease and quiet to the 
rest of. my sabjects, many of whom may, io 
such a general infatuation, have been unwarily 
drawn in to transgress the laws. 
‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
~“T return you my hearty thanks for the 
supplies you have granted for the current ser- 
vice of this year ; and particularly for your en- 
abling me to discharge the debts and arrears on 
the Civil List, and to make good the engage- 
ments I was under for procuring peace in the 
North, which in all probability, will now very 
soon be concluded. These instances of your 
faithful endeavours to support the honour and 
dignity of the crown, at home and abroad, are 
fresh marks of your zeal and affection to my 
person and government. S&S 
“< My Lords and Gentlemen ; ; 
‘¢ T take this opportunity of acquainting you, 
that we have renewed all our treaties of com- 
merce with Spain, upon the same foot as they 
were settled before the late war; which must 


‘necessarily prove an immediate and valuable 


advantage to the trade and manufactures of 
this kingdom. 

‘“‘ T earnestly recommend to you.all, in your 
several stations, to. suppress profaneness and 
immorality, and to preserve the peace and 
quiet of the kiagdom. 

“You are all sensible, that the discontents 
occasioned by the great losses that many of | 
iny subjects have sustained, have been indus- 
triously raised and inflamed by malicious and 
seditious libels ; but I make no doubt, but that, 
by your prudent conduct in your several coun- 
tries, all the enemies of my government, who 
flattered themselves they should be able to take 
advantage from our misfortunes, and blow up 
the sufferings of my people into popular dis- 
content and disaffection, will be disappointed 
in their wicked designs and expectations.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor prorogued 
the Parliament to the. 19th day of October. 


SEVENTH AND LAST SESSION OF THE 
FIFTH PARLIAMENT OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. . 


The King’s Spcech on Opening the Session. | 
October 19. The Parliament being met, the 
King came to the House of Peers, and the 
Comunons attending, his Majesty, by the mouth | 
of the Lord High Chancellor, made the follows 
ing Speech to both Houses: . 


‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“TI acquainted you, when we parted last, 
with our having reneweg all our Treaties of | 
Commerce with Spain; since which, peace js 
happily restored ia the North, by the conclu- 
sion of the treaty between the Czar and the 
king of Sweden; and by that which I have 
made with the Moors, a great number of my 
subjects are delivered from slavery; and all 
such of them as trade to those parts of the 
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world,-are, for the future, secured from falling 
under that dreadful calamity. 

‘In this situation of affairs we should be 
extremely wanting to. ourselves, if we neglected 
to improve the favourable opportunity, which 
this general tranquillity gives us, of extending 
our commerce, upon which the riches and 
grandeur of this nation chi¢fly depend. . It is: 
very obvious, that nothing would more con- 
duce to the obtaining so public a good, than to 
make the exportation of our own manufactures, 
and. the importation of the commodities used 
jn the manufacturing of them, as practicable 
and easy as may be; by this means, the ba- 
lance of trade may be preserved in our favour, 
our navigation increased, and greater numbers 
of our ‘poor employed. ss 

‘© ] must ‘therefore recommend it to you, 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, to con- 
sider how far the Duties upon these branches 


may be taken off, and replaced, without any ' 


violation of public faith, or laying any new 
burthen upon my people. And I promise my- 
self, that by a due consideration of this matter, 
the produce of those duties, compared with the 
infinite advantages that will accrue to the 
kingdom by their being taken off, will be found 
so inconsiderable, as to leave little room for 
any ‘difficulties or objections. : 

‘“¢ The supplying ourselves with Naval Stores, 
upon terms the most easy and least precarious, 
seems highly to deserve the care and attention 

of parliament. Our Plantations in America 
naturally abound with most of the proper ma- 
terials for this necessary and essential part of 


our trade and maritime strength; and if, by. 


dse encouragement, we could be furnished 
from thence with those naval stores, which we 
are now, obliged to purchase, and bring from 
foreign countries, it would not only greatly 
contribute to the riches, influence, and power 
of this nation, but, by employing our own-colo- 
nies in this useful and advantageous service, 
divert them from setting up, and carrying on 
_amanufactures which directly interfere with 
those of Great-Britain. . 
<* Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
“Te will be a great pleasure to me, if, in 
raising the Supplies of this year, it may be so 
ordered, that my people may reap some im- 
mediate benefit from the present circumstances 
of affairs abroad. I have ordered Estimates to 
be prepared for the service of the ensuing year, 
and likewise an Account of the Debts of the 
Navy, to be laid before you. You cannot but 
be sensible of the ill conséquences that arise 
from such a large debt remaining unprovided 
for ; and that as long as the Navy and Victval- 
Jing Bills are ata very high discount, they do 
not only affect all other public credit, but 
greatly increase the charge and expence of the 
‘current service, It 1s therefore very much to 
be wished, that you could find a methed of dis- 
_ charging this part of the National Debt, which, 
ef all others, is the most heavy and burthen- 
some, and by that means have it in your power 
to ense your country of some part of the Taxes, 


- Vou. VII, 


which from an absolute necessity, they have been 
obliged to pay. | 
& My Lords and Gentlemen; | 

‘The unspeakable misery and desolation 
that has‘of late raged in some parts of Eu- 
rope *, cannot but bea sufficient warning to 
us, to use all possible precautiuns to prevent 
the contagion from being brought in among us; 
or if these kingdoms should be visited with such 
a fatal calamity, to be in a condition, with the — 
blessing of God, to stop its fartber progress. 
And as all other provisions will be altogether 
vain and fruitless, if the abominable practice 
of ruining of goods he not, at once, totally sup- 


‘pressed, I most earnestly recommend to you, 


to let no other consideration stand in compe- 
tition with a due care of preserving so many 
thousand lives, : . 7 

‘¢ ‘The several affairs which I have mentioned. 
to you, being of the highest and most imme- 
diate concern to the whole kingdom, I. doubt 
not but you will enter into-the consideration of 


_them. with that temper, unanimity, and dis- 


patch, that the necessity and importance of 
them require.” | 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.] The Lords, 
on the motion of Jord Teynhiam, agreed to the 
following Address: ‘72 


“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign ;: | 

“We your Majesty's most dutiful and Joyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in ' 
parliament assembied, bey leave to return your 
majesty our most hearty Thanks for your ma- 
Jesty’s most gracious Speech from the throne; 
and for the great compassion you have. shewa 
to such of your subjects, as have had the mise 


fortune to fall into the hands of the Moors, 


And we do at the same time congratulate your 


‘majesty, upon the success of your endeavours 


for restoring the general tranquillity of Eurgpe,, 
And we assure your majesty, That, as the sey - 
veral particulars you have been pleased to 
mention to us, are instances of the greatest 
affection to your people, and the tenderest con- 
cern for their interest and security, so we will 
on our part consider, with all temper, unanis 
mity, and dispatch, what your majesty has 
been -pleased to lay before us; and will do all 
in our power towards attaining the great and. 
geod ends, which your majesty has so graci- 


*< The plague raged this vear in the soue 
thern parts of France, particularly. at Mar- 
seilles. On. this occasion a proclamation was. 
published, forbidding any person to come into 
England trom any part of Rrance, between the 
bay of Biscay and Dunkirk, without certificates 
of health, The streets were ordered to be 


paved and kept clean; and an act of paslia- 
ment passed tne last session for prevenuon of 


infection, by building of pest-houses, to which 

the infected persons, or healthy of an inti-cted | 

family, were to be removed, and by ordering 

trenches or lines to be drawn round any-city, 

town a place infected.” ‘Tindal, | 
3 


» 
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‘ously recommended to us, in favor of the. 


trade, ease and safety of your people.” 


_ The King’s Answer.] To this the King made 
‘the following Answer: 

“ My Lords; ; 

‘I thank you for this Joyal and dutiful Ad- 

dress, The zeal you express for my person and 

government, and for the interest and happiness 

of my people, gives me great satisfaction.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| The 
Commons being returned to their House, ‘sir 
George Oxenden ‘moved for an Address of 
Thanks, which was unauimously agreed to. 
. October 20. Sir George Oxenden, chair- 
man of the Committee appointed to draw up 
the said Address, reported the same to the 
House, and upon the Speaker’s putting the 
‘question, Whether this should pass as the Ad- 
dress of the House? Mr. Arthur Moore said, 
He thought the expressions relating to the pre- 
venting running of goods were too general; and 
‘that, in his opinion, the best way to prevent 
‘that pernicious practice, was to take otf some 
of the high duties, whereby the temptation to 
smuggling would very much abate; since people 
would not thihk it worth their while to run 
‘great hazards fora small gain. And _ besides, 
if the duties were lessened, the importation, in 
all probability, would increase propartionably ; 
so that the customs might amount to as much, 

"with @ smaller duty, as they do at present; 
‘and if they did not, ways might be found to 
“make op the deficiency to the crown, No- 
‘thing of “moment was offered against this 
‘Speech; but, the House not thinking it proper 
to enter then ‘upon the censideration of that 
“matter, the Address, a3 it had been drawn up, 
was approved, aud the next day presented to 
*the King by the whole House, as follows : 


_ © Most gracious Sovereign ; 

* © We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
‘subjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in 
arhiament assembled, beg leave to retarn your 
“majesty our unfeigned Thanks for your most 

‘gracious Speech from the throne. | 
‘“‘ We congratulate your majesty upon the suc- 
“cess that has attended your unwearied appli- 
gation for restoring tranquillity to Kurope, for 
sécuring our commerce by treaties, and for re- 
‘leasing gréat numbers of your subjects from 
_ Slavery among the Moors, and tor delivering 


the trading part of the nation from the appre-. 


‘liensions of the like calamity for the future; 
“which afe so many instances of your majesty’s 
€gd50dness, in which ail your subjects are so 
‘nearly concerned, that we are no less bonnd 
“by interest, than led by inclination and duty, 
“most thankfully to acknowledge these happy 
“effects of your majesty’s care for your peeple. 
_ ‘Your majesty’s recommending to us to 
_ “Improve the general tranquillity abroad, to- 
‘wards ‘extending and enlarging our commerce, 
"js an additional proof, how much your mnjesty 
“has the real interest of Great-Britain’ at heart, 
to-all your counsels and ‘undertakings. 


Your Cominions ate-thorooghly sensible | 


N 


td 


that our poor cannét be sufficiently employed, 


| nor the balance of trade be long preserved in 


our favour, while such duties are continued, as 


{ either clog the exportation of our own manu- 


factures, or render the manufacturing of them 
at home less easy and practicable; and they 
will most cheerfully apply themselves to con- 
sider how far such duties can be taken off and 
replaced without laying any new burthen on 
your people, or violating the public faith; hav- 
ing great reasen to promise theniselves, that 
the free circulation of trade, which must natue 
rally succeed upon the taking off this pressure, 
will, in a short space of time, compensate any 
diminution of the customs, which this aheration 
may occasion for the present. 

‘¢ And since the trade, navigation, and safety 
of this nation must remain, in some measure, 
precarious, as long as we are under the neces~ 
sity of purchasing and importing all our naval 
stores from foreign countries, your majesty’s 
most faithful Commons will do their utmost 
endeavours, that this important and beneficial 
branch of trade may be supplied-from your 
majesty’s plantations in America, and thereby 
divert our colonies from setting up manufac~ 
tures, which directly interfere ‘with those of 
their mother-country. . 

‘Your majesty’s tender concern to have the 
Supplies of this session so ordered, that your 
subjects may be among the earliest in reaping 
the happy effects of the general tranquillity 
abroad, caonot fail of exciting im your faithful 
Commons a‘desire of making suitable returns, 
by proceeding, with all alacrity, to grant the 
necessary Supplies for the current service of 
the year, and for discharging the heavy Debt 
of the Navy: And we find ourselves engaged, 
by all the ties of duty and interest, to second 
your, majesty’s provident intentions, for suf» 
préssing the infamous and pernicious practice 
of running goods; which, besides that it-de 
frauds the public revenues and discourages the 
honest trader, may, at this juncture, indanger 
the health and lives of many thousands of your 
majesty’s innocent subjects. 

The several points wlich your majesty has 
been graciously pleased to recommend to us, 
carry in them such evident marks of your ma- 
jesty’s paternal and most affectionate concern 
for your people, and gre of such lasting conse- 
quence to the welfare and safety of this nation, 
that we should be inexcusable, if we did not, 
by a ready concurrence on our parts, do allin . 
our power to render these your majesty’s most 
gracious purposes effectual; and proceed in the 
consideration of them with such temper, ‘una 
nimity, and dispatch, as may fully answer your 
majesty’s expectations, and defeat the designs 
of those who hope for any other contentions 
amongst us, but of zeal and affection towards 
your majesty’s sacred person and povernment.* 


Fhe King’s Answer.| To whieh - the King 
gave this Answer: ye 


_ Gentlemen; 
FE retara you my thariks for this datiful add 


ra 


MFT 
Joyal Address, and for the assurances you give 

'me of going through the weighty affairs now 

before you with unanimity and dispatch; and I 


‘promise myself, fram your experienced zeal | 


and application, that my good wiskes.for the 
welfare ahd. prosperity of my people, will be 
_ Kendered effectual.” oe 


| Debate in the Commons on the Supply.] Oc- 
tober 27. The Commons, in a grand com- 
mittee, considered of the Supply to be granted 
_ to his majesty; and, in the first place, went 

upon the State of the Debt of the Navy, as it 
stood on the 80th of September 1721, which 
amounted to about 1,700,000/.. Hereupon. 
_* Mr. Freeman stood up, and with some 

warmth animadverted upon the persons con- 
cerned in that part of the administration, say- 
ing, among other things, Ic was matter of 
wonder, how so great a debt could be incurred,- 
when the parliamcnt hed provided for what 
had been desired upon that head. He was se- 
conded by R 

Mr. Shippen, who hinted, That such extra- 
ordinary expences could not be for the imme- 
diate service of Great-Britain, but in all pro- 
bability, for the preservation of some foreign 
gar ene : 

r, Plummer answered them both in a very 

smart speech. Upon which 3 | 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said, That he was not 
against providing for any just public debt; but 
that, in his opinion, they could not answer it, 


either to themselves, or those they had the | 


honour to represent, if they gave away the 
nation’s money blindfold; and therefore he de- 
_ sired, that the House might be informed, how 
so great a debt had been contracted ?. 10 this 

Mr. R. Walpole replied, Nothing in the 
world was more reasonable; and therefore he 
backed the motion for having a particular Ac- 
count of that Debt laid before the House; but, 
in the mean time, lie might assure them, that 
near _1,100,000/. of it ‘was contracted in the 
last reign; and as the‘ persons now in the ad- 
ministration, were not answerable for that part, 
neither did they desire that above one million 
of it should be this year provided for. 

Hereupon tbe question being put, “ That one 
million be granted towards paying off the Debt 
of the Navy,” it was carried without dividing: 
Then the Speaker having resumed the chair, it 
was resolved, according to sir Joseph Jekyll’s 
motion, to address his majesty “ for an Account 
of ali money granted by parliament for the. 
service of the Navy, from the 1st of January 
1710; and how far the’ said money has been 
issued for that purpose, and what the excess of, 
the expence above the provision made by par- 
jiament has every year amounted to, and what 
were the causes of such excess.” 

Oct. 31. The order of the day being read, 
for the House to resolve itself -into a grand 
Committee, to consider farther of the supply 
granted to his majesty, the several Estimates 
‘and Accounts relating to the Land-forces, 


_ 


: as | | 
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ferted to the said committee: but a motion 
being made by Mr. Treby, that the Speaker da - 
now leave the chair, the same was’ opposed by. 
Mr. freeman, who desired that this affair 
might be put off, at least till the Friday follow- 
ing, urging, That there had not been sufficient 
time allowed to the members to peruse the se. 
veral Accounts and Estimates, and, -conse- 
quently, they were not prepared to give their | 
opinion thereupun. He was seconded by Mr. 
Heysham ; but Mr. Youge answered them both; ‘ 
Mr. Jefferies having sires to Mr. Yonge, hd 
was answered by reby, the latter by Mr. 
Shippen: .to. whom Mr. R. Walpole having re. 
lied, the question was, at last, put upon Mr, 
Treby’s motion, and carried in the affirmative 
by 120 against 40. The House having there-. 
upon resolved itself into a grand Committee, 
Mr. Farrer in the chair, Mr. Treby moved, 
That a Supply be granted forthe same number 
of forces as were provided for last year, viz. 
14,294 men, including commission and non- 
commission officers, and 18$9 invalids, This was 
again opposed by Mr. Freeman, who alledged, 
hat considering the general tranquillity, both 
at home and abroad: the number of Land- 
Forces might be reduced, and part of that ex- 
pence applied to more important uses: but 
he was answered by Mr. Horatio Walpole; 
and the question being put, Mr. Treby’s motion 
was, upon a division, carried by a majority of — 
121 votes against 37. 4 


Debate, in the Lords concerning Mr. Law’e 
coming over into England.| Octobér 26. Earl 
Coningsby represented to their lordships how 
dangerous it might be, on several accounts, to 
entertain and countenance such aman as Mr, 
Law,® and desired that a day might be ap- . 
pointed to take that matter into consideration. 
Hereupon it was ordered, That the House b 
called over that day fortnight. ° 


* ¢ John Law, esq. (one of the early friends 
and companions of Captain Steele) was memora~ 
ble for a fatal duel, in 1694, with Beau Wilson’; 
for which he was tried at the Old-Bailey; and, 
being convicted, received a pardon from the 
crown ; but was detained in prison by the re- 
lations of Mr. Wilson under an appeal. He | 
found means, however to escape: and goimg to 
France, became the founder of the famous _ 
Mississipischeme. In 1721 (having pacified the 
surviving relations of Mr. Wilson with 100,000/.) 
he returned to England, where he continued 
to reside till-he received the mortifying intel- 
hgence of the confiscation of his whole pro: 
perty in France; but being conscious of the 
rectitude of his conduct in the management 
of the finances, and that the balance would, 
upon examination, he found considerably in 
his favour, he had good reason to flatter him- 
self with the hopes of receiving a Jarge sum, 
especially as the Regent always professed a 
more than ordinary regard for him, and con- 
tinued punctually to remit his official salary of 


Chelséa-Hospital and reduced officers, were re- |» 20,000 livres a year. But the death of his royal 


‘ 


_ the honour to be engaged.” 


@ 


moved, That a day be appointed to consider of 


highness, Dec. 2, 1723, was a fatal blow to the 


hopes of Mr. Law; who, in a memorial to the 
duke of Bourbon, dated Oct. 15, 1724, states 
himself as ‘“ bankrupt, not only in France, 
but also.in other countries ;” and “ his children 
courted by the most considerable families in 
France, as destitute of fortune and establish- 
ment.” I had in my power,” he says ‘ to 
have settled my daughter in marriage in the 
first houses in Italy, Germany and England; 
but I refused all offers of that nature, thinking 
it inconsistent with my duty to, and my af- 
fection for, the state 11 whese service I had 
He bad a final 
adieu to Britain in 1725; and fixed his resi- 
dence at Venice; where he concluded the che- 
quered course of his life, in a state but little 
removed from indigence, March 21, 1729, in 
his 58th year.”—-Steele’s Correspondence, vol. 
2, p. 520,.edit. 1809. 


The following account of the Mississipi 
scheme is given by Tindal: 

«¢ The South-Sea Scheme seems to be taken 
from that of the Mississipi Company in France, 
formed by Mr. Law the last year. Mr. Law 


. was born at Edinburgh, and had proposed to 


N 


the parliament of Scotland, in 1705, a scheme 
for supplying the nation with money, which 
though favoured by the duke of Argyle, then 
high-commissioner, and several members of 
parliament, was however rejected. Upon 
this he applied himself to the lord-treasurer 
Harley, and transmitted to him another pro- 
posal for the increase of trade and credit, but 
meeting with no encouragement, and not being 
able to get his pardon, tor having killed Beau 
Wilson in a duel, he was compelled to live 
abroad, where after undergoing great variety 
of persecutions from his enemies, he settled in 
France. During his stay in England, he had 
informed himself fully of the management of 
the Bank and East India Company, and, in 
order to settle the fluotuating manner of things 
jn France, he proposed to the Regent to lay the 
foundation of credit by erecting a Bank. The 
Regent approved of the scheme, the Bank was 
established: the King began the subscription 


the Regent followed, with innumerable others. 


This project met with such success, that, in 
three subscriptions, more than all the money in 
France was said to be subscribed to it: for, by 


the end of the year 1719, bills were given out 


for 640 millions of livres, which exceeds the 
value of the bills circulated by all the Banks in 
Europe. There was added a circulation of 
360 millions, and the whole amounted to 1,000 
millions of livres, making above 38 millions of 


- pounds sterling at the Exchange then current. 


‘¢ A Bank being thus erected, and credit ¢s- 
tablished, Mr. Law formed the project of the 
Mississipi or India Company, who wereto have 


the sole privilege of the trade to Louisiana, or 
the country of Mississipi, so called from a river, 


‘ 


: 
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'. November 9. The Lord North and Grey 


his Majesty’s Speech, and proposed the Mon-" 
day following. Hereupon | 
The Earl Coningsby stood up and said, He 


of that name, which runs through it from North 
to South. Pursuant to this scheme, a subscrip- 
tion of stock was opened, andall were admitted 
to subscribe.’ The sum first proposed to be 
raised was only 60 million of livres, to be sub- 
scribed in state-bills. These state-bills or pub- 
lic securities were then very, low, being from 57 
to 63 per cent. discount; but, as they were re- 
ceived at par without any loss in the company’s 
stock,.the first subscription of 60 millions was 
soon filled. The capital stock was then en- 
larged to 100 millions, and the actions or shares 
rose to 120, After this a new creation of actions 
was made for 25 millions more, which were de- 
livered out at 110, and soon rose to 200. As peo- 
ple appeared very eager to lay out their mo- 
ney this way, an arret of the council of state 
was published, for circulating bank-bills, to 
the value of 25 millions, in the Mississipi com- 
pany, upon which the actions, about Midsum- 
mer 1719, run up 560. The company, finding 
their credit so well established, proposed to 
Jend the king 50 millions, for which there was 
a new creation of actions for 25 millions, upon 
the foot of 200 per action, About the end of 
August, the company proposed to the king 
another loan of 1200 millions, at three per 
cent. As the actions were now advanced tu 
1,200, the company, in order to raise the loan 
opened their books for 500 millions, by the sale 
ot 50 millions of actions, at the rate of 1,000 
per action. The subscriptions were filled in a 
few hours; and, in less than three wecks, two 
subscriptions more, for the like sum of 500 
millions cach, were opened with the same suc- 
cess, ‘The first payment of these three sub- 
scriptions rose so considerably, as to be sold at. 
300 percent. profit. From that time the ac- 
tions rose to 2,050. 
‘‘The Mississipi stock was in its greatest 
prosperity during. the, months of November 
and December 1719; and, in the January fol- 
132, Mr. Law, who was become the greatest 
subject in Europe, was made comptroiler-ge- 
neral of the finances of France. From that 
time the stock began to decline, and by the 
end of May, all things fell into confusion at 
Paris, occasioned by an arret to reduce bank 
notes-and actions ofthe company. Mr. Law 
resigned his place, and had two Swiss officers 
given him for his guard. By this project the 
state indeed gained immensely, 1,500 millions 
of the king’s debts being transported from 
him to the people, who were content to dis- 
charge the public, and owe the money to one 
another.. Consequently, when the fall came 
(except a few great fortunes that were made) 
there was almost a general ruin through all 
France, This revolution of the Mississipi 
stock at Paris was not regarded in England, 
where the. like infatuation universally prev 
vailed, and was followed by the like conses 
quences.” at oY 


rd 
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\ 
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was not against that motion, but that their 
meeting, this day, in a full: house,-was in. order 
‘to consider of the dangerous consequences of 
Mr. Law’s coming over, ‘at this critical junc-. 
ture. That, for his own part, his' lordship 
could not but entertain some jealousy of: a 
person who had done s0 much mischief ina 
neighbouring kingdom ; and who being so im- 
mensely rich, as he was reported to be, might 
do a great deal more hurt here, by tampering. 
with many who were grown desperate by being 


involved iu the calamity occasioned by the fatal. 


imitatios: of his pernicious projects. That this 
person was the more dangerous, in that he re- 
nounced not only his natural affection to his 
country, and his allegiance to his lawful sove- 
reign, by being naturalized in France, and 
openly countenancing the Pretender’s friends ; 
‘but, which was worst of all, and weighed most 
with .his lordship, that he. also. renounced his 
God, by turning Roman Catholic. Concluding, 
that they ought-to inquire, whether sir John 
Norris had orders to bring him over ? To this 
last part of the earl Coningsby’s Speech, | 
~ Lord Carteret answered, in substance, That 
Mr. Law had many years ago the misfortune to 
kill a gentleman in a duel, but that having at 
last received the benefit of the king’s clemency, 
and the appeal lodyed by the relations of 
the deceased, being taken off, he was come 
over to plead his majesty’s most gracious par- 
don : that there was no law to keep any Eng- 
lishman out of his own country ; and as Mr. 
Law was a subject of Great Britain, it was not 
even in the king’s power to hinder him from 
coming over, if he thought fit. To this 
The Lord Trevor replied, That Mr. Law 
was, indeed, a subject of Great Britain, and 
therefore, as such, had an undoubted right to 
come hither ; but that the circumstances of a 
person of his character being brought over on 
board an English admiral, and at this juncture 


of time, might deserve the consideration of that 


House. . | : 

Ear! Cowper spoke much to the same effect: 
but, however, that matter was set aside, by the 
lord Northand Grey’s moving, That the House 
be called over that day sev’nnight. This being 
opposed by some lords, who desired that the 
call might be put off for a fortnight, 

Earl Cowper said, It was the constant usage 
of parliaments for the House to be summoned, to 
go upon business, a few days after their meet- 
ing: that bis majesty had, in his late Speech 
from the throne, mentioned things of so great 
importance to the nation, that, for his own 
part, he took shame to himself, that he had not, 


before this time, proposed a Call of the House, . 


to take the said Speech into consideration: 
and that they were very much obliged to that 
noble lord for making now that motion. 

This was seconded by the duke of Wharton, 
the lord Trevor, and 9 

Earl Coningsby, which last, in particular, 
said, That there were some very remarkable 
things in that Speech, which he would point out 
to their jordships, when it came to be consi- 


\ 


‘ 


- 
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dered ; and that he should take the liberty, not: 


only to take notice of that speech, but to com-_ 


pare it with two speeches of the last session, 
and see how they agreed: that, in the mean 
time, he could not forbear taking notice of, a 
design of building Barracks, under the notion 
of Pest-Houses, which his lordship confessed 


gave him some uneasiness ; for it being a thing » 
-we were not used to, it looked like a design to 
garrison Standing Forces, to awe the city of. 


London. Hereupon, 

Lord Townshend said, That the very reasons 
which some lords had made use of, for appoint- 
ing a short day, weighed rather with him for 
putting off the Call of the House for a week 
longer; for since there was business of so 
great importance to be considered, the absent 
lords ought to have the more time allowed them 


to settle their affairs, in order to attend the 


service of the House; whereas, if one week only 


was allowed them, many.of them could not 


have dispatched their business so soon. 
- Then the question being put, whether the 
Call of the House should be that day sev’nnight, 
or that day fortnight, it was, upon a division, 
carried for that day fortnight, by 57 voices 
against 11. 
ment, 
The Lord Cowper returned to, the charge, 
and said, That though the House were not 
called over so soon as some of their lordships 
desired, yet they might appoint a shorter day 
to consider of the King’s Speech. Urging, 


‘that it was hardly decent, when a great king, 


in a peaceable possession, had made a Speech 
from his throne-recommending to them matters 
of the last importance, and pressing dispatch, 
that in all this time they should have taken no 
farther notice of it, than barely to thank him 
for it, which was a thing of course; and theres 
fore his lordship desired, that they might go 
upon the consideration of the king’s Speéch on 
the Monday following, which was agreed to 
without any division, = 


Debate in the Lords on the Navy-Debt.] 


November 13. The.Lords tonk his majesty's | 


Speech into consideration, and 
The Lord North and Grey insisted chiefly on 
the Debt of the Navy, saying, ‘“‘ That it was 
matter of surprize, how such an immense Debt 
couJd be incurred, when the parliament had 
yearly provided for all that had been demande 
for that service.” : - 
His lordship was seconded by earl Cowper, 
who went through all the heads of the king’s 
Speech ; and was backed by the lords Trevor 
and Bathurst, the duke of Wharton, and earl 


Notwithstanding this disappoint- 


Coningsby, who all insisted. upon an inquiry © 


into the Debt of the Navy. The lord Carteret, 
lord Townshend, the earl of Sunderland, and 


lord Teynham answered, That near two thirds .. 


of that Debt had heen contracted in the last 
reign ; which they were ready to make appear 
to the House. 


The Bishop of Rochester rephed, That since 


the Debt was incurred, it was but justice that 


\ = 


! 
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they who trusted the government should be 
paid; but that, on the other hand, it became 
the wisdom of that House, to endeavour to 
prevent the like for the future, and to restore 
the navy to the ancient foot, that.is, not to ex- 
ceed the expences provided for by parliament. 
In answer to this, 7 
The Earl of Flay urged, That the public 
good, and the safety of the nation, being the 
grand object and rule of government, some lati- 
tude must of necessity be given, and allowances 
‘made, to those who are in the administration 
for extraordinary expences upon unfnreseen 
exigencies. Lord Parker, and some other 
lords, spoke on the same side. . 
Then a motion was made, “ That this House 
doen Friday next take into consideration the 


causes of contracting so large a Navy-Debt, | 


- and the best methods of preventing the con- 


- tracting the like Debt for the future.” And the | 


question being ‘stated thereupon, it was pro- 
posed to leave out the following words, ‘ And 
«the best Methods of preventing the contract- 
‘ ing the like Debt for the future.’ 


. Pretest on that occasion.| After debate, the 
question was put, whether those words shall 
_-stand part of the question? It was resolved in 
the negative. Content 22. Not-Content 64. 
“ Dissentient’ | 
| 4. “ Because the principal end of all parlia 
mentary inquiries into mismanagements, being 
te prevent the like for the future, we thought it 
more agreeable to the candour and honour of 
the House, to express it plainly in the question 
itself, than leave it to be implied only ; and 
the rather, because it seemed to us, that the 
words left out clearly imported that nothing 
personal was in view, but the public good only, 
which, we thought, would rather have given 
satisfaction to the minds of every noble lord, 
than the contrary. - 
: 2, When the words now ordered to be 
left out were, for the reason given, so properly 
and naturally, aS we conceive, made a part of 
~ the question, we could nut but apprehend that 
the laying them aside on debate might ‘create a 
suspicion, though unjust, that this House did 
Bot intend ‘to prevent, if possible, the contract- 
ing a large and inconvenient Navy-Debt for 
the future. . 
. 8. His majesty having, in his Speech from 
the throne, observed the ill consequences that 
arise from such a large Debt remaining un- 
provided for, we thought it very proper, if not 
necessary, in the resolution taken to enter into 
the consideration of that Debt, to express a 
desire of preventing the like inconvenient Debt 
bemg contracted for the future ; and that the 
doing so did not at all prejudge the causes of 
contracting the present great Navy-Debt ; for 
however necessorily or justifiably an inconve- 
nrent thing might have once happened, yet we 
think it ought, if it-can, to be prevented from 
happening so again. i 
4. “ Hie erajesty having likewise observed 
ia-his Speech from the throne, that this part of 


the National Debt is; of ail- others, the mos¢ 


heavy and burthensome; and having set forth 
the mischiefs arising from thé bigh diseount on 
the Navy and Victualling Bills, we thought our. 
selves sufficiently warranted to express a desire 
to consider of the” best methods of preventiag 
the like most heavy and burthensome Debt, 
whatever the causes of contracting the present 
debt shall, on inquiry, ap to be; and this 
the rather, because the fike Navy-Debt can 
bring no mannzer of benefit either to the publie 


_OF any private person, but to such as, by fore- 


seeing when it1s either to be discharged or 
provided for, may make an excessive advantage. 
to themselves by buying up the said bills: white 
under a very high discount.——-( Signed, ) W. 
Ebor', Bristol, Bathurst,- Aberdeen, 

- Bingley, Strafford, Scarsdalé, Ashburn- 
ham, Trevor, Guilford, Wharton, Boyle, 
Salisbury, Fr. Roffen’, Aylesford, Cow- 

per, North and Grey.*” —-- a 


Debate in the Lords on a Motion for laying 


before the House the Instructions given to 


Lord Carteret as Minister in Sweden.] No- 
vember 15. The Lords took into oonsideratiog 
that part of his. majesty’s Speech, relating to 
the alliances and treaties with the Northern 
Potentates. Lord Guildford moved for an Ad- 
dress to his majesty, That he would be pleased 
to give orders, that the instructions given ta 
lord Carteret, as minister or plenipotentiary te 
Sweden, or any other of the Northern crowns 
be laid before the House. He was seconded 
by the earls Cowper and Coningsby, the Jord 
Trevor and the duke of Wharton. 


Protest on rejecting it.} But being opposed 
by the earl of Ilay and lord Towesbend, it was 
carried in the negative by 63 voices against 21. 

“¢ Dissentient’ | z 
1. ** Because we apprehend this to be the 


1) 


first instance to be found in our Journals, where 


the Lords have moved for a sight of instruc- 
tions of any kind, and have not been supported 
by the House in that motion ; and though we 
wish it may be the last, yet we have just reaons 
to fear, that such a precedent once made will 
not fail of being followed in sueceeding times. 
2. * Because we do not apprehend, how the | 
calling for instructions after the conclusion of 
the treaty to which they relate, and the inter- 
vention ofa general Act of Pardon, can be hurt- 
ful either to the public, or evento the ministers 
transacting such treaties ; but the refusing to 
call for those instructions may, im: our opinion, 
hacen eindaien ih eneimaatenimemacantaeen nennnemnenmememmnmanmamaanmnimammameeeendmenmeenEane i 
* ¢ It is observable, that in this day’s dee - 
bate, the earl Coningsby had another netable 
fling at Mr. Law: for upon occasion of the 
Pestilence that raged in a neighbouring king- 
dom, he took notice, That the Projector, whe 
was lately come over, had, by his pernicious 
schemes, brought the Plague of Poverty upon | 
France, which had not a little added to the ca 
lamity of the Contagion; for when it first broke 
out at Marseilles, there was scarce 50/, in the 
trensury.of that city.” Political State. 
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be a mattet of dangerous consequence, in as 
much as it.tends to discourage inquiries of this 
kind for the future, and-by that means.to em- 
bolden and screen guilty ministers hereafter. 

3. “ Because, though we acknowledgé the 
’ fight of peace and warito bein the crown, yet 


we thiust be of opinion, that this House hath also. 


a right to inquire into the transactions of mi- 
nisters employed under the crown, and to cen- 
sure their conduct, ‘when justice requires it ; 
which cannot well be done, unless it be first 
known what sort of instructions they received, 
and how far they have, or ought to bave com- 
plied with them ; and this:seems to us more 
particularly necessary, since the Act of Suc- 
cession has declared, that this kingdom shall 
not be engaged in a war, on account of any of 
the king’s foreign dominions; all treaties there- 
fore with princes in the North should, above all 
others, be made in the plainest and most un- 
exceptionable terms ; or, if the way of word- 
-ing such treaties should occasion any doubt, no 
thethod of clearing it should be neglected or 
avoided, that so this House and the whole 
kingdom may be satisfied, that nothing has 
assed derogatory to that Act, which is the 
is on-which our present happy establishment 
is founded.——-(Signed.) W. Ebor’, Guilford, 
Boyle, Scarsdale, Aberdeen, Wharton, 
‘Cowper, Bingley, Aylesford, Bathurst, 
North and Grey, Uxbridge, Strafford, 
Bristo), F. Roffen’.” | . 


‘Debate in the Lords on the Treaty with 
Spain.]| November 20. The Lords considered 
of that part of his majesty’s speech relating to 
the Treaty with Spain. The duke of Wharton 
opened the debate, and animadverted upon the 
conduct of those in the administration, both as 
to the war and peace with Spain : and moved.to 
address the king, That the late Treaty of Com- 
merce, whereby the former Treaties of Com- 
merce are renewed. with Spain, may be laid be- 
fore the House. He was seconded by the earl 
of Strafford, and backed by the earls Conings- 
by and Cowper. The lord Carteret having an- 
swered them, the lord North and Grey and 
lord Bathurst replied to him. The lord vis- 
count Harcourt spoke in vindication of the 
ministry, and the earl Coningsby, having an- 
’ swered him, the lord Sunderland said; He did 
mot deubt but his majesty: would be always 
ready to comply with the desires of that House, 
and even in this particular, as well as others: 
but that for his part, he would be so free as to 
declare hig judgment against advising his ma- 


jesty to communicate the treaty in question, at 


this juncture : because, to his knowledge, there 
was in it a secret article, which the king of 
Spain had desired might not be made public, 
till after the treaty of Cambray was over, and 
his majesty havitig granted that request, his 
lordship therefore hoped, that House would 
not desire his majesty to break his promise. 


Protest on that ‘oceasion.] Hereupon the 


question being puton the duke of Wharton’s 


motion, it-was carried in 
voices against 22, - 


’ & Dissentient’. | 

‘‘ Because, as we believe, the refusing to ad- 
dress for a treaty which has been concluded 
and ratified so long since, is altogether unpre- 
cedented: and we conceive, this case, of all 
others, ought not to have been made a prece- 


dent, where the treaty desired to be called for . 


hath been twice mentioned from the throne te 
both Houses of Parliament; and the last time, 
in his majesty’s Speech at the opening of this 
session, expressly (as we cannot but apprehend 
recommended to the consideration of bot 
Houses of Parliament.——( Signed) Wm. 
Ebor’, Aberdeen, F. Roffen’, Guilford, 
Bingley, Wharton, Aylesford, Bathurst, 
Cowper, Fran. Cestriens’, Strafford, 


Bristol, North and Grey, Boyle, St. - 


Juhn de Bletsho.” 


- Further Debate in the Lords on the New 
Debt.] November 22. <A person. from the 
Treasury presented to the House, according to 
order, an Account of the capital South Sen 
Stock, as it stood in the year 1711. The reas 
son for the Lords calling forthis account was 
this. In the debate about the Debt of the 
Navy, it having been alledged on. the court side, 
that about 1,100,000/. of it were contracted in 
the last reign, the other side objected the -im- 
probability of it; because the, debt then due 
to the navy was sunk into, and made part of 
the original South Sea:stock. To this it being 
answered bythe courtiers, that it did net ap- 
pear to them to be so; and that the books of 
the Navy and Treasury would set that matter 
in a true light, the abstracts of the-said booka, 
relatmg to that matter, were ordered to be. laid 
before the House. It was also objected by the 
duke of ‘Wharton, Tbat §00,000/. had been 
issued out of the treasury, 3n the late queen’ 
reign, towards paying off the Debt of the Navy: 
lord Bingley, who-was then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, being desired to tell what he knew 
of that affair, ackaowledged, that there savas 
such an order, but. could not remember, whether 


‘the money was issued put, or not. The same 


day, the Commissioners of the Navy laid before 
the House of Lords, accounts of the Debts of 
the Navy, as they:stood in September 1744, 
and on the 31st ef. December 1719. 
November -27. The Lords went into: a Com- 
mittee of the whole ‘House upon the Navy 
Debt. ‘The Commissioners of the Navy having 
laid before their lordships ‘some otber papers, 
relating to that affair, : the earl. Cowper .made 
several observations thereupon; and being se- 


conded by the eerl Coningsby, was answered by 


the lord Townshend: ‘Fhe earl Cowper replied 
both to him, and to the earl-of Sunderland, who 
backed the ‘lord Townshend. The lord Bing- 
ley, aad lord North and Grey having supported 
the earl Cowper, the lord Carteret replied to 


them; and the lord Cowper moved, that some’ 


other papers, that were wanting to ciear up 
this matter, might be laid before the House by 


the negative’ by.s9 


.) 
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the Commissioners of the Navy, which was 
agreed to. 

November 30. The Lords read the Bill, ‘ For 
¢ punishing Mutiny and Desertion, &c.’ Then 
the lord Trevor took notice of the vast num- 
ber of Half-Pay Officers, who were a great 
burden to the nation; and that no care was 
taken, either to lessen that charge, or to reward 
the past services of the said officers, by ad- 
vaucing them to such posts, as from time to 
time became vacant in the army; but, that in- 
stead of that, new commissions were daily 
given, and other officers created; concluding 
with a motion, “ That the House might be in- 
formed, how the List of Half-Pay Officers 
stood, and whether their number had been di- 
minished since the reduction of the army; in 
which time it was very probable many of therm 
had died. : He was seconded by the lord North 
and Grey, the earl Coningsby, and the earl Cow- 
per, who were answered bythe earl Cadogan, and 
the lord Townshend ; but it was at last ordered, 
That an Account of the Number of Land Forces 
and Half-Pay Officers, now in pay, be laid be- 
fore the House. 

Dec. 2. The Commissioners of the Navy 
laid before their lordships, several Accounts 
and Papers relating to the Debt of that office, 
upon which the lord North and Grey, the earl 
Coningsby, and the earl Cowper, having made 
several observations, the said Commissioners 


_ were examined thereupon, and ordered to lay 


‘Clarendon being in the chair. 


some other papers before the House, 

Dec. 5. The Lords went into a grand Com- 
mittee upon the Debt of the Navy, the earl of 
he Commis- 
sioners of the Navy, having laid before the 
House, some other Papers relating to that 
afiair, the earl Cowper moved that they might 
be read, which being done accordingly, his 
lordship made several observations thereupon. 
He was-seconded by the lord Trevor; the earl 
of Sunderland having answered him, was re- 
plied to by the earls Cowper and Coningsby. 
Lord Sunderland having spoke again, the de- 
bate grew warm hetween the courtiers and the 
opposite side, Among the first were, the lord 
Carteret, the lord Townshend, the duke of 


_ Newcastle, the earl of Cadogan, and the lord 


viscount Harcourt; who were opposed by the 
earls Cowper and Coningsby, the lords North 
and Grey, and Bathurst, and the bishop of 
Rochester. The debate having lasted till five 


in the evening, a motion was made: “That the 


employing great numbers of seamen for several 
years last past, more than were provided for by 
parliament, was one great cause of contracting 
so large a Navy Debt, and of increasing the 
same, from the sum of 764,088/. 3s. 11d. 
which was the Net Debt of the Navy on the 
3ist. of December 1717, to the sum of 
1,641,9871. 17s. 8d., which was the Net Debt 
of the Navy.on the 30th of: December last.” 


. Protest on a Motion relating to the Cause of 
ihe Navy Debt.] And a question being stated 
thereupon after debate, the previous question 


l 
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; f 
‘was put, whether the said question shall be now 


\ 
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put? It was resolved in the negative. Con- 
tent 21, Not-Content 60. : 


“ Dissentient? 

‘* Because the main question being so true in 
every particular, that, as we could observe, the 
truth thereof was not denied by agy lord in 
the debates, but seems to us to be admitted by 


ithe proposing and carrying the previous ques- 


tion, we think it highly expedient that the main 
question should have been put and voted in the 
affirmative, to the end we might have expressed 
our disapprobation, at least, of the practice of 
employ:ng much greater numbers of seamen 
in the feet, for several years last past, .than 
were provided for by parliament (when the oc- 
casion for employing them could not, in our 
opinion, but be foreseen) and by such our dis- 
approbation might have discouraged, in some 
measure, that practjce for the future, and pre- 
vented the increasing of the Navy Debt again 
by the like proceeding———-(Signed,) Straf- 

ford, Boyle, Uxbridge, Aylesford, Cow- 

per, Bristol, Trevor, North and Grey, 

Litchfield, Bingley, Gower, Bathurst, 

Fran. Cestriens’, F. Roffen’, Guilford, 

Aberdeen, Foley, St. Juhu de Bletsoe.”’. 


Bill for the encouraging the Importation of 
Naval Stores.]| Nov. 17. This day in the Com- 
mons sir Gilbert Heathcote stood up, and set 
forth, That since the Russia Company had en- 
grossed the trade tu that country, the tar was 
raised above double the price it bore when the 
trade was open. -That, besides, while’ wé 
tetched our naval stores from Russia, it was in 
the power of the Czar, not only to set whut 
price he pleased upon them, but even to pre- 
vent our having them at all, in case we should 
be at war, either with him, or any of his allies; 
or, at least, to hinder our having them, unless 
brought over and imported in his own vessels; 
which, he said, that he was informed the Czar 
now insisted upon. That therefore, since these | 
commodities were so absolutely necessary for 
our navy, it was not fitting we should he at the 
mercy of a foreign prince for them; especially, 
since we could be supplied with:them from our — 
own: plantations, and. upon easier terms; fof 
whereas we now pay for the naval stores from 
Russia mostly in ready money, we might have 
them from New-England, and: other English 
plantations in America, in exchange for oor 
own manufactures; whereby we should not 
only encourage his majesty’s subjects abroad, 
and divert them from setting up and carrying oa 
manufactures which directly interfere with those 
of Great Britain, but aso employ our poor at 
home: concluding, with a motion for bringing 
in a bill, ‘ For giving farther Encouragement 
‘for the importation of Naval Stores;’ which 
being seconded, the said bill was ordered to be 
brought in. * a | 


es 2 5 

Debate in the Commons on the Bill relating 
to the Plague.] Then the House resolved itself 
into a grand committee, upen the bill, * Te 
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¢ prevent the Contagion being brought into this 
‘Kingdom.’ A clause ,being offered to be in- 
serted in the Bill, impowering the king to 
order his officers to fire upon, and sink any 
ship coming from an infected place, sir Gilbert 
Heathcnte moved, and was seconded by sir 
Nathaniel Gould, and Mr. Chiswell, all Turky 
Merchants, That there might be an exception 
-as to the ships of the Turky Company ; alledg- 
ing, that many of them were abroad, which 
they expected home very speedily, and which 
could-not have notice ‘of this law. They urged 
besides, that to allow the sinking and destroy- 
ing all ships coming from infected places, was, 
in effect, to prohibit all commerce with Turky, 
where it was known by every body, that the 
plague was always in some part or other; 
whereby we should lose the most beneficial 
' branch of our trade, and which took off so 
much of our. woollen manufacture. 


Yonge, That there was a vast difference be- 
tween the common Plague, which is epidemical 
in Turky, and the contagion which at present 
rages ini the South parts of France, to prevent 
the bringing over of which this bill was chiefly 
intended. ‘That therefore it might be !eft to 
the discretion of the. king and his ministers to 
act inthat mattet as they should see occasion, 
and to give directions accordingly by procla- 
mation: and Mr. Thomas Broderick added, 
That for his part, he was more afraid, that in 
this cdse, as on other occasions, the king would 
be too merciful, rather than too severe. Here- 
upon the Bill was gone through. Then, upon 
the question, when the Amendment made 
thereto should be reported, sir Gilbert Heath- 
cote, and they who were against the Bill, insist- 
‘ed to have it put off, that there might be more 
time to gonsider of any objections that might 
be made against it; but Mr. Broderick said, 
He thought no time ought to be lost in-a case 
of this nature, wherein the lives af us all were. 

“ concerned : that for his part he wished the Bill 
could obtain the royal assent that very day ; 
and therefore moved, That it be reported the 
next day, which being ordered accordingiy, 
the said amendments were then agreed to and 
the Bill ordered to be engrossed, and ou the 
20th the said Bill was passed. 


Petition of the City of London to the Lords 
touching the Bill relating to the Plague.] 
Dec. 6. A Petition of the lord mayor, aldet- 
men, and commons, of the city of London, in 
* common council assembled, was presented to. 
the House, and read; setting forth, “ That it 
appearing, by the inspection of the Joarnal of 
this House, that their lordships have now un- 
der consideration the amendment of an Act 
passed: in a late session of parliament, intituled, 
‘ An Act for repealing an Act made in the 9th 
* year of the reign of her late majesty qneen 
© Anne,’ intituled, ‘ An Act to oblige Ships 
¢ coming from places infected, more effectually 
‘to perform their Quarentine; and for the 
§ better preventing the Plague being brought 

You. V I 


PARL. HISTORY, 8 Groner f. 


To this it’ 
was answered, by sir Philip Yorke, and Mr. | | 


e 


~~ 
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‘ from foreign parts into Great Britain or Fre= 
€ land, or the isles of Guernsey, Jersey, Alder- 
‘ney, Sark, or Man; and to hinder the spread 
“ing of infection:? That the Petitioners 
conceive, that, in some clauses of that Act, 
not only the rights, privileges, and immunities, 
but the trade, safety, and prosperity of thé 
city of London, are highly concerned; and 
praying, “ That they may be heard, by their 


counsel or otherwise, in relation to the said | 


Act, at such time, and in such manner, 38 their 


lordships shall judge most proper and expe-— 


dient.” 


Protest ugainst rejecting it.) And a motion © 


being made, ‘ That the sajd Petition be re- 
jected :” After debate; The question wag 
put, “* Whether the said Petition shall be res 
jected ?”. It was resolved in thé affirmative. 


“ Dissentient’ 
4. “ Because the liberty of petitioning the 
king (much. more that of petitioning either. 
House of Parliament) is the birth-right of the 
free people ofthis realm, claimed by them, and 


confirmed to them, soon after the Revolution, | 


in an Act, declaring. the rights and liberties of 
the subject, and settling the succession of the 
crown; and whenever any remarkable check 
hath been given to the free exercise of this 
right, it hath always been attended with ill 
consequences to the public. : 

' 2. “& Because the Petition so rejected wag, 
in Our Opinion, every ways proper and unex- 
ceptionable, both as to the manner of wording’ 
and presenting it, and the matter to which it 
referred; nothing being more natural and reas 
sonable, than that any corporate body should, 


if they desire it, be heard upon any bill under’ 


the consideration of parliament, whereby they’ 
judge their particular interests to be highly, 


though not solely, affected. This liberty we — 


remember to have been granted in a late ses 
sion to the traders of Norwich, upon their Pe- 
tition touching the Callico Bill; nor are we 
aware that it hath ever, in like circumstances, 
been refused to the meanest corporation in the 
kingdom: But, if it had, we hambly conceive, 
that in this case a distinction might have been 
made in favour of the city of London, which 
being the centre of credit, of the tradé and moe 
nied interest of the kingdom; and the place 


where the plague, should we be visited by it, © 


is most likely first to appear; and having also 
remarkably suffered by means of the late fatal 
South Sea scheme, was, we think, in a particu- 
lar manner intitled to apply for rehef againse 
some clauses in the Quarentine Act, and de- 


served to have been treated on that occasion - 


with more indulgence and tenderness. 
3. “ Because the rejecting the said Petinon 


tends, we conceive, to discountenance all Pe-°‘ 


titions for the future in cases of a public and 
general concern, and by that means to deprive 
the legislature of proper lights, which they 


might otherwise receive, it being no ways pro-- 


bable that subjects or societies of less congi- 
deration, will venture to represent their sense, 
oO. | 


@ 


x 


\e 


- youch prevailed in this‘kingdom. 


for we cannot concetve, that because the said 


judiced by it, have a right to be heard in-rela- 


. moultuous petitions; much less can we see, why 
' # ought the rather to be rejected, because it 


' Jegislature by particular persons or bodies cor- 


pra infected; and moved, That the cities of 


_ @f Wharton and the duke of Newcastle, lord 
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thought it needless to except them. Then the 
question being put, upon the earl Cowper's 
motion, it was carried in the negative by 45 
voices against 20. | : 

Farther Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny 
Bill.] Dec.12, The Lords went into.a grand 
‘commutee upon the Bill from the Commons, 
‘ For punishing Mutiny and Desertion,’ &c. 
After the reading of it, ; ni 

The Lord Trevor excepted against the clauses | 
for punishing soldiers with death fer desertion ; 
and for exempting them from being arrested 
for debt. His lordship urged, That the exer- 
cise of martial Iaw, in time of peace, was un- 
known and repognant to our constitution : 
that such a law was indeed necessary during 
the late rebellion; but there being at present 
no such reason, and all being perfectly quiets 
and easy under his majesty’s mild government, 
the punishment of offences committed by the 
soldiery ought to be left to the eivil magistrate. 
And that, on the other hand, it was unreason- 
able. to grant soldiers a protection from their 
lawful creditors, since thereby a great many 
poor people, who might be drawn in to trust 
them, might be ruined. = . 

This speech wag answered by the earl Ca- 
dogan, and the earl of Sunderland; to whom 
the lord North and Grey, the earls Coningsby 
and Strafford, and lord Bathurst replied. The 
lord Harcourt having spoken for the bill, be 
was answered by the earl of Strafford, to whonr 
the lord Carteret replied; and tbe question 
being put, That the number of Standing Forces 
be reduced, it was carried in the negative by 
67 voices against 19. 


Motion for committing Lord Coningsby to 
the Tower for peaeiiae on the ppd 
tsces.| During this debate the eart Coningsby 
having severely animadverted upon some of 
the Lords Justices, appointed by the king when 
his majesty went last to Hanover, insinuating, 
That nobody knew from whence they came, _ 

The Lord Sunderland said thereupon, He 
did not think any thing that noble lord, who 
speke fast, had said or could suggest, to be a. 
reflection on the late regency, of which he had 
the honour'tu be one :: but as they were chosen 
and appointed by-the king, be thought it a re- 
flection on his majesty, of which the House 
ought to take notice, and therefore desired 
that his words might be taken down in writing. 
Hereupon | bee gab ; 

Lord Coningsby said, he did not mean any 
reRection upon any that were hving, but: some 
of them that were dead. To this 

The Earl of Sunderland replied, That:in his 
Opinion, it was still more indecent and unbe- 
coming the dignity of that august assembly, for 
any who had the honour to sit in it, to reflect 
on persons that were dead and could not ane’ 
swer for thentelves, than upon persons hiving, - 
who could speak in their own: justification : 
and therefore his lordship insisted, That the 
earl Coningsby’s words might be wrote dovwn, 
in order to have iat gent to the Tower, “Bis 


in cases of like nature, after the city of London 
bave thus been refused to be heard. © 

4. “ Because as the receiving this Petition 
Could have had no ill consequences, as we con- 
ceive, nor have given any great interruption to 
the business of ‘parliament ; so the rejecting it | 
may, we think, widen the unhappy differences 
that: have arisen, and increase the disaffection 
to the government, which hath already too 


5. “« Because the arguments used in the de- 
bate seem, tous, not'to be’ of sufficient force ; 


Act of Quarentine isa general act, therefore 
no particular community or city, who think 
they may, in ae distinguishing manner, be pre- 


tion to it; and that «at a time when it is under 
€onsideration of partiamient; Nor can we be 
of opinion, that a Petition :agreed'on by the 
lord-mayor, aldermen and citizens of London 
in commoa council assembled, and presented, 
Hot even by the numbers allowed by law, but 
by a lord of this House, can possibly be 
a prelude or example towards producing tu- 


came from so great a body as the city of Lon- 
don. On the contrary, we apprehend, that an 
universal grievance, which may be .occasioned 
by any general Act, must be represented to the 


porate, or else it cannot be representetl at all ; 
that the rejecting such Petitions, and not the 
receiving them, is, we think, the way to occa- 
sion disorders and tumults; and that the more 
considerable the body is, the more regard 
should be had to any gla sue they make, 
especially for matters wherein not only the 
rights, privileges and immunities, but also their 
trade, safety and prosperity are,-as the Peti- 
tion avers, highly concerned.——( Signed, ) 
Bristol, Strafford, Gower, Fra. Ces- 
triens’, Bingley, Fr. Roffen’, Aylesford, 
‘Trevor, Cowper, Aberdeen, Litchfield, 
Uxbridge, North and Grey, St. John 
de Bletsoe, Bathurst, Guilford, Boyle, 
Coningsby.” 7 


Debate in the Lords on the Bitl relating to 
the Plague.]| December 11. . The Lords went 
again into a committee of the whole House, 
upon the Bill to prevent Infection, and a very 
warm debate arose. The earl Cowper ex- 
cepted against the power given by the clause 
for drawing lines round any city, town, or 


ondon and Westminster might be'excepted. 
He was seconded by the earl ‘Coningsby, lord 
Trevor, lord North and Grey, the earl of 
Strafford, the bishop. of Rochester and lord 
Bathurst; but they were answered by the ear! 
of Sunderland, the lord Townshend, the duke 


Mareourt suggested, That 200,000 men would 
not be saflicient to guard such great cities as 
Leadon and Westminster, and therefore he 


ad 


~ 
- 
‘ 
s 
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. The Lord Harcourt, to moderate the matter, 
said, He hoped that noble lord meant uo re- 
flection, bowever his words might look that 
way, and therefore desired he might have liberty 
te explain himself. Hereupon | 

The Earl Coningsby declared, He did not 
intend to reflect upon any body: that he was 
sorry what he had said had given offence ; 
begged pardon of the House, and promised to 
take care not to offend any more in that kind 
forthe future. = ~ 


a 


~ Motion for repealing some Clauses of the 


Quarantine Act.] Dec. 13. The Lords went 


into a grand committee, upon the Bill to pre- 
vent Infection, which occasioned a warm 
Debate. ie 

The Earl Cowper moved, That a bill be 


brought in, for repealing so much of the act . 
passed the last session, relating to the Plague, - 


as gives-a power to remove to a lazaret or pest- 


house, any persons whatsoever infected with — 
the plague, or healthy persons out of an in-— 
fected family, from their habitations, though 
distant from any other dwelling ; and also so 4 


much of the saiti act, as-gives power for draw- 
ing lines or trenches round any city, town, or 
place infected; his lordship represented, That 
the powers above-mentioned were altogether 
unknown to our excellent constitution, incon- 
sistent with the lenity of our free government ; 
such as could never be wisely or usefully put 
in practice ; and the more odious because they 
seemed to be copied from the arbitrary govern- 
ment of France, and could not be executed but 
by military force. oe 

The lord Cowper was seconded by lord 
Trevor, and backed by. the earl Coningsby, the 
bishop of Rochester, the lord North and Grey, 
and the earl of Strafford, who replied to the ear! 
of Sunderland, the lords Harcourt, Townshend 
and Carteret... — 


Protest against rejecting it.] But the ques- 
‘tion being put thereupon, it was resolved in 
the negative, by 39 against 20. | 

«“ Dissentient’, 2. 

“4. Because the powers specified in the 
gucstion seem to us such as can never wisely 
or usefully be put in execation ; for by the first 
of them, -persous of what rank or condition so- 
ever, either actually infected, or being in the 
same habitation, though in lone houses where 
they are well accommodated, and from whence 
- there is no danger of propagating the infection, 


may be forcibly removed into common lazarets 


or pest-houses; and it does not appear’ to us, 
that such g power could, at any time, be rea- 
sonably executed; and therefure, we conceive 
it should be repealed.—The other power ex- 
tends to the drawing of lines around any city, 
town or place, and consequenjly around the 


cities of London and ,Westminater; the very 
apprehension of which, upon the least rumour: 


ot a plague, would dispersé the rich, and by 


that means (as well as by hindering the free~ 


access of provisions) starve the poor, ruin trade, 


- 2, Because such powers as these are utterly 
unknown to our. constitution, and repugnant, 


| (984 - 
and destroy all the remajns of public and pri- 
vate credit. — : 7 


we conceive, to the lenity of our mild and free © 


government; a,,tender regard to which was 


shewn by the act James J. which took care 
only to copfine infected persons within their 
own houses, and to support them under their 


confinement, and lodged the execation of such - 


powers solely in the civil magistrate ; whereas 


_|-the. powers by us excepted against, as they are 


uf a more extraordinary kind, so they will pro- 


.bably .(and some of them must necessarily) be 


executed by military force; and the violent 


and inbuman methods which, on these occa- . 


sions, May, as we conceive, be practised, will, 
we fear, rather draw down the infliction of ‘a 
new judgment from Heaven, than contribute 
any way to remove that which shall then have 
befallen us. | 


“3, Because, we take it, these methods . 


were copied from France; a kingdom, whose 
pattera, in such cases, Great Britain should not 
follow, the government there being conducted 
by arbitrary power, and supported by standing 
armies; and te such a country such methods 


do, in aur opinion, seem most suitable: and - 


yet, even in that kingdom, the powers thus 
exercised of late have been as unsuccessful as 


they were unprecedented; eo that no neigh- 


bouring state hath any encouragement from 
thence to fallow so fatal an example. In the 
first plague with which we were visited, a. D. 
1665, though none of. these methods were made 
use of, much less authorised by parliament, yet 
the infection, however great, was kept from 
spreading itself into the remoter parts of the 
kingdom; nor did the city of London, where 
it first appeared and chiefly raged, suffer so jong 
or so much, in proportion to the number of its 
inhabitants, as other cities and towns ia France 
have suffered, where these. cruel experiments 
have been tried. | RD 

<¢ 4, Because had such part of the act as we‘ 
think should be-repealed, been accordingly re~ 
pealed, there would still. bave.remained in it a 
general clause, which gives the crown all 


powers necessary to prevent the spreading of - 


infection, atid consequently these very powers, 


among the rest, if they. shall be faund neces- - 


sary; and therefore there is no need, we con= 
ceive, to have them expressly granted in the 


same-act of parliament, which seems not only | 


to warrant, but.in a particular manner to pre- 
scribe and direct the use of them. 

“5, Because the great argument urged for 
continuing these powers specified in the ques- 
tion, that they would probably never be put in 
execution in the cases objected to, seems to us 


‘aclear reason why they should not be conti- 
nued 3 for we cannot imagine why they should 


stand enacted, unless they are intended to be 
executed, ar of what use it will be to the pub- 
lic to keep the minds of the people perpetually 
alarmed with those apprehensions, under which 


they now labour, as ‘appeara by the petinien — 


‘ 
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from the city of London lately rejected : it may 
be an instance of our great confidence in bis 
majesty’s wisdom and goodness, when we trust 
him with such powers, unknown to the consti- 
tution; but, we think, it ill becomes us to re- 
pose such‘ trust, when it tends, in our opinion, 
rather tq render him terrible than amiable te 
‘his subjects, and when the only advantage he 
can, a3 we conceive, draw from the trust re- 
posed in him is, not to make use of it. 
(Signed, ) W. Ebor’, North and Grey, 
Weston, Fra. Roften’, Coningsby, St. 
John de Bletsoe, Gower, Strafford, 
Boyle, Fr. Cestriens’, Bristol, Trevor, 
Uxbridge, Aylesford, Aberdeen, Cow- 
per, Bingley, Guildford, Foley, Ba- 
thurst.” 


Motion for Sir George Byng’s Instructions 
eoncerning the Action against the Spanish 
Fleet.| December 19, The House went again 
upon the king’s Speech at the opening of the 
session, and took into consideration that part 
of it relating to the treaty with Spain. The 
earl of Strafford suggested, That as the war 
with Spain was undertaken without necessity, 
or @ just provocation, so the peace was con- 
cluded without any benefit or advantage: that 
cgutrary to the law of nations, the Spanish 
fleet was fallen upon without any declaration 
of war, and even while a British minister and 
secretary of state was amicably treating at 
Madrid ; so that the Spaniards might think 
themselves secure from any hostilities :-and as 
the manner of beginning the war with Spain 
did not appear. justifiable, neither could the 
war itself be easily reconciled with sound poli- 
tics, since it was an interruption to one of the 
most valuable branches of our trade; and at a 
time when the nation greaned under the pres- 
sure of heavy debts, occasioned by a former 
Jeng expensive war. -Concluding with a mo- 
_tion for an Address to his majesty, that he 
would be pleased to cause the Instructions that 
‘were given to sir George Byng, in relation to 
the Action against the Spanish fleet in the Me- 

diterranean, to be laid before the House. 
- - He was seconded by lord North and Grey, 
‘the archhishop of York, the earls of Aylesford 
and Cowper, the lords Guildford, Trevor, and 
Bathurst. . They were answered by the earl of 
Sunderland, the duke of Wharton, and lord 
Carteret. 


tion being put alae the said motion, it passed 
An the negative by 67 voices against 24. 
“‘ Dissentient? | 
1, Because not finding any instance, on 
search of the Journals, we believe there is 
none, wherein a motian for Admirals’ Instruc- 
tions ta be laid before the House has been de- 


nied; but, on the contrary, there are many. 


precedents af instructions of a like nature, and 
in. stronger cases, as we conceive, addressed 
for by the House, and several in point, for 
anstructions given ta admirals, particularly to 
sir George Rooke and sir Cloudesly Shovel ; 


Protest against rejecting it.]| And the ques- 


nor does it seem, fo us, at all material, whe- 
ther the conduct of such admirals had or had 
not been blamed before such instructions were 
asked for, since the sight of instructions may 
be previously and absolutely necessary to in- 
form the House, whether their conduct be 
blameable or not. 

‘2. Because we think it highly reasonable, 
that those instructions should be laid before 
this House, upon which the action of the 
British against the Spanish fleet in the Medi- 
terranean was founded, without any previous. 
declaration of war, and even whilst a British 
minister, a secretary of state, was amicably 
treating at Madrid, which court might justl 
conclude itself secure from any hostile attack 
during the continuance of such negotiations. 

‘3. Because, till we have a sight of those 
instructions, and are able to judge of the rea- 
sons on which they are founded, the war with 
Spain, in which that action of our fleet in- 
volved us, does not appear tu us so justifiable 
as we could wish, and yet was plainly prejudi- 
cial to the nation in sundry respects ; for it 
occasioned an entire interruption of our most 
valuable commerce with Spain, at a time when 
Great Britain needed all the advantages of 
peace to extricate jtself from that heavy na- 
tional debt it Jay under; and as it deprived us 
of the friendship of Spain (not easily to be re- 
trieved) so it gave our rivals in trade ag oppore- 
tunity to insinuate themselves into their affec- 
tions ; and we conceive that to that war alone 
is owing the strict union there is at present 
between the crowns of France and Spain, 
which it was the interest of Great Britain to 
have kept always divided ;.an union which in 
Its consequences may prove fatal to these 
kingdoms.—Nor doves it appear that Great 
Britain has had any fruits from this war, be- 
yond its being restored to the same trade we. 
had with Spain before we began it. (Signed, ) 

W. Ebor’, Aberdeen, Aylesford, Straf- 
ford, Bristol, Foley, North and Grey, 
Bathurst, Fran. Cestriens’, Compton, 
Guildford, Scarsdale, St. John de 
Bletsho, Trevor, Boyle, Weston, Cow- — 
‘ per, Uxbridge, Gower.” 


Protest against passing the Mutiny Biil. 
Dec. 21. The Bill for punishing Mutiny an 
Desertion, and forthe better-payment of the 
army and their quarters, was read the third 
time: and the question being put, whether 
the bill with the amendment should pass ; I¢ 
was resolved in the affirmative. — | 

“ Dissentient’ 5 

‘64, Because we have heard no arguments - 
to convince us, that there ig any necessity for 
@ greater number of troops. being kept on foot 
at.this time, than there was after the peace of 
Ryswick or the peace of Utrecht; for as to 
the argument urged from the present disaffec- 
tion of the peeple, we are fully persuaded, 
that the keeping up so great an army its much 
more likely ta ingrease than lessen such disafe 
fection, | 


4 


=. 
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the same was apposed by the lord North and 


. 66, Because this precedent is-likely. to be 
fallowed in all subsequent times, there being 
no probability that a conjuncture can happen, 
when. there will be less apparent reason for 
keeping up a great number of forces, than at 
this time of a general tranquillity. - 

“3, Because, we conceive, there are seve- 
ral clauses in this bill, which tend to over- 
throw the civil power in this kingdom, aad 


turn it into’ a military government ; and we 
apprehend it to be our duty to take care, that 
dangerous a precedent may not be-made 


60 
for any future time without an evident neces- 
sity; and itis plain there is-no such necessity 
for erecting this military power within this 
. kingdom in time 
was well governed without it in-the two former 
reigus 


GA, That allowing such a number of troops 


were necessary, yet there is no reason can be 
alledged, as we apprehend, that they should 
he constituted in this expensive manner, 


- double what it was, in time of peace, in the 


two former reigns: and we must, with great. 
cancero, assert, that the public is mich less 


able to bear such an excess at the present, than 
at any former time. (Signed,) W. Ebor’, 
Bristol, Strafford, Bathurst, Uxbridge, 


Aberdeen, Guildford, Scarsdale, Tad- 


caster, F. Roffen’, North and Grey, 


Foley, Boyle, Trevor, Fran, Cestriens.” 
The Quakers’ Affirmation Bill brought into 


the Commons.] Dec. 14. A Petition ofthe 


people called Quakers, on behalf of such of 


their friends who scruple the form of solemn 
Affirmation, was presented to the House, and 
read ; setting forth, “ That many of their 
friends do conscientiously scruple the present 
form of solemn Affirmation ; whereby they 
have fallen under great sufferings, by impri- 


sonment, or loss of their properties ; they not 


being able to answer in courts of equity, take 
-probates of wills, prove debts on commissions 
of bankruptcy, verify their entries on the lea- 
ther or candle acts, take up their freedoms, he 
admitted to poll far their freeholds, give evi- 
dence for others, nor to declare their fidelity to 
the present government: all which they con- 


ceive to be hardships ; and praying, That leave - 


may be given to bring in a Bill for granting 
them such a Form of Affirmation as may re- 
move the difficulties they now lie under.” _ 
This Petition was spoke to by sir John Ward, 
and Mr. Heysham, members for London, who 
were backed by the lord William Paulet, Mr. 
Sloper, 
Lawson ; whereupon a Bill was ordered to be 
brought in, according to tlie prayer of the said 
Petition ; which Bill passed the House, on the 
Oth of the following month. — 


Debate in the Lordson the Quakers’ Affir- 


mation Bill.| January 9, 1722, The Lords 
being met again, their lordships read the first 


time the Quakers’ Bill; but 3 motion being. 


wade, That the said billbe read a second time, 


of peace, because the army 


which 
raises the charge upon the nation to about 


Mr. Horatio Walpole, and sir Wilfrid: 


Pad 


Grey. He was seconded by the | | 
Bishop of Rochester, who, among other things, 


said, He did not know why such a distinguish- | 


ing indulgence as was intended by this bill 
should be allowed to a set of people, who were 


hardly Christians. To this» 


The Earl of Ilay answered, He wondered 
that reverend prelate shauld call in question, 
whether the Duakers were Christians; since 


_they were so, at least by act of parliament, being 


included in the Toleration Act, under the gene- 
ral denomination of Protestant Dissenters. 

The Bishop of Rochester smartly replied, it 
was against the standing Orders of that august 
assembly to make any personal reflections ; and 
he thought it a much greater indecency tomake 
a jest of any thing that was sacred; and that 
the calling the Quakers, Christians by act of 
parliament, was, a sort of side-wind reflection 


s 


upon Christianity itself. However, he would - 


let that pass, and reserve to another opportye 
nity what he had to offer against the bill. 
On the other hand, the earl of Sunderland, 


and the lords Carteret and Bathurst having spoke | 


for a second reading, the same-was ordered for 
the 15th. 

Debate in the Lords relating to the Building 
of Ships for. Foreiguers.] January 11, The 


Lords resumed the debate abot the Building 


of Ships for Foreiguers, which was opened by 
lord North and Grey and the earl Cowper. 


Their lordships suggested, * That the practice 
of building sbips for foreigners may be attended 


with very ill and dangerous consequences ; for 


as such foreigners, though at present in amity 


with us, may yet, one time or other, become our 
eucinies, they wll in such a case make use of 


those very ships tu fight against ourselves. And — 


that besides this general consideration, the pre- 


sent great Scarcity of timber in England, made 


such a practice so much the more ayjustifinble, 
especially if it was considered. what great nwear 
ber of ships had lately been built for the Freneh, 
some of which were sixty or seventy gun ships.” 

To this the lords Carteret and Townshend 
answered in geueral, “¢ That they knew of no 
law in being to hinder any ship carpenter from 
working for any one tha would employ him’; 
that the French, though now in amity, may, in- 
deed, be one day our enemies ; but yet, if they 
built not here such ships as they have eccasion 
for, they might get them built in Holland, or 
Hamburgh; and their lordships were of opi- 
niog, it was better for ys to get their money 
than our neighbours: that indeed if we could 
hinder the French from building ships. at all, it 
would be prudent to do it, but since they can 


| have thet in other places, our prohibiting them 


to buy them here, would rather be detrimental 


than advantageous to us.” 


the earl of Coningsby, and seconded by the - 


The Judges, whose opinions the House desired - 


to’ have, not being all come, the further con- 
sideration of that adair was put off till the next 


day, 


a 


. came home, 


San} 
\ 
4 
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| Lhe Judges’ Opinion thereon.| January 12. 


. The Judges that were in town being present, 
The Earl Cowper set forth the pernicious” 


practice which, for some time, had been carried 


“on, of building ships of force for the French, 


not only in the river Thames, but also at Bris- 


tol, and was seconded by the lord North and. 


Grey. They were answered by 
The Lord Townshend, who alledged, That 
there was no law against it that he knew of. 
The Earl Cowper thereupon moved, That the 
Judges might be asked their Opinions as to that 
oint ; and being seconded by the lord Conings- 
y, the question was put to them accordingly. 
Thereupon the Lord Chief Justice Prat, in 
the name of all the Judges present, except 


‘baron Montague, who desired farther time to 
. consider of it before he gave his opinion, de- 


clared, “ That they knew of no law, whereby 
the king was impowered to hinder any of his 


_ subjects from building ships for any one that 


would employ them, 
reigners.”" Hereupon | | 

The Earl Cowper said, That if there wasno 
such law, it was high time there should be one, 
to put a stop to such a perbicious practice for 
the future; and therefore moved “That the 
Judges be ordered to bring in a Bill for that 


whether natives or fo- 


_ purpose.” 


This motion being opposed by the earl of 


Sunderland, the earl Cowper replied to him, 


which occasioned a ‘debate between the lord 
Townshend, the -earl of Sunderland, the duke 
of Argyle, and the lord Carteret on the one 
side; and the lord Bathurst, the earl Conings- 
by, and the lord North and Grey on the other 
side: but at last the court-party dropt their 
opposition to the earl Cowper’s motion, provid- 


ed this clause “ except licensed by his majesty”. 


be added to the said Bill, which was ordered to 
be brought.in : but it did not pass into a law. 


Farther Debate in the Lords, on the Navy 
Debt.] January 13. The Lords in a grand 
committee resumed the consideration of the 
great Debt of the Navy. , 

Earl Cowper moved, That the Papers laid 
before the House, by the commissioners of the 
Navy, relating to the number of ships employed 
in the Baltic and Mediterranean, might be 


- Yead; which being done accordingly, his lord- 


ship observed, That one great cause of the 

Navy Debt, was, the not discharging the Sea- 

men belonging to his majesty’s ships when the 
ut keeping 


em in sea-pay all 
winter. To this 


Lord Torrington answered, That though 
seamen in the winter might be said to be of no 


use, yet the keeping them in Naas an ex-. 
oO 


pence absolutely necessary; for if they were 
discharged, the government would be to seek 


- for them in the spring, when they had occasion 


for them, since seamen cannot live without 
business ;_ and if not employed in the royal navy, 
they are forced to hire themselves either to the 
merchants or into fureign service. 

Tbe House being resumed, a motion was 


made, “ That the not paying off his majesty’s. 
ships when they came home from their several 
voyages, according to the ancient usage of the 
Navy, but continuing them in sea-pay dur- . 
ing the winter, till they went out again, has 
been one great cause of contracting so large a 
Navy-Debt.” _ 3 


Protest on that occasion.] | And a question 
being stated thereupon, after debate, the 
previous question was put, Whether the said 
question shall be now put? It was resolved in 
the negative. i 


“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because, we conceive the main ques-_ 
tion ought to have been. put, since the practice 
complained of in it. having been from the year 
169Q very frequently represented against to the - 


Admiralty and the Treasury, by the commis- 


sioners of the Navy (the proper officers to give’ 
advice in such matters, and who then were men 

of great experience, ability and probity) for 
being contrary to the ancient usage of the Navy, 
giving great disgust to the seamen, and causing 
an unnecessary expence of the public money ; 


we thought it igh reasonable to endeavour 
d 


that a stop sho put to this method, which 
was attended with se many fatal consequences ; 
and we cannot but think, the putting and vot- 
ing the main question in the affirmative would 
have greatly conduced to that end. - 
2. “* Because it did not appear necessary, at 
a time when so few men were either granted or 
demanded for the service of any one year, that. 
the seamen should be treated with so much se-. 
verity, as not to be paid off according to the 


ancient usage of the navy, but kept in floating 


prisons, a3 the said commissioners of the navy 
very well express it ; especially since we find, 
that during the late wars, when 40,000 men a 
year were granted, this was truly thought, by 
the said commissioners of the navy, a way 
rather to provoke the seamen to degert, than 
encourage them to come into or continue in. 
the service ; and to be the principal, if not the. 
only reason, why it is become so difficult to get 
them again when wanted. | 

3. “ We thought at this juncture, when his , 
majesty had so lately, in a most gracious speech _ 
from the throne, signified his having so happily | 
established peace throughout Europe, it would | 
be proper (if ever) to use our best endeavours . 
that the seamen might partake af the benefit: 
of our mild and free government, and not. be 
liable to greater hardships than any of their fel- | 
low subjects, as we think they would.be, if this 
practice be suffered to continue. . _ 

4 “ Because such methods ought to be used 
as will most contribute to procure the affections | 
of the seamen to the service, which, we think, 
the ancient usage of the navy will in this, case 
best effect ; Ly which they will have the satis- 
faction to spend their money within the king- 
dom, for the benefit and support of their fa- 
milies, as formerly, when the ships were paid» 
off at their return home from their several - 
voyages ; and will, we hope, prevent -their abe. 


:- 
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the said bill be committed, the same was op~__ 


sconding from, and deserting the service, and 
engage them cheerfally to enter into it when- 
ever there shall be occasion; whereas accord- 
ing to the late practice, by the opinion of the 
said commissioners of the navy, the difficulty 
of gétting them in the: spring chiefly rises from 
keeping them all winter, and yet the difficulty 
of getting them again is.assigned as the only 
reason for keeping them in pay during the 
winter, although it amounts to an intolerable. 
charge upon the kingdom; it appearing by 
one of the papers now upon the table, that 
keeping them in pay all the winter comes to 
near five times as much as raising them again 
in the spring. 

5. “ We cannot but think it a very unusual 
way of arguing in a honse of parliament, that 
a question ought not to be put, because it 18 

‘ generally admitted to be true; though at the 
same time there may be too much reason to 
believe that the practice complained of will 
not be altered without the interposition of par- 
lament. | 

"6. We cannot conceive the treaty with 
Sweden could make it neceetys as was al- 
lédged, to keep the men in pay all the winter ; 
since it appears hy the papers upon the table, 
that very little or no time wduld have been lost, 
if the old method of the navy of raising them 
in the spring had been followed, by which much 
money would have been saved to the public ; 
especially since their so early atrival there did 
neither prevent landing the Czar’s troops in 
Sweden, when and where they pleased, nor by 
any action at sea contribute to weaken his naval 
strength. | 


“‘ Lastly. We take it to be very clear, that 


if any necessity or sufficient reason‘was foreseen | 


at any time for the dispensing with this rule of 
the navy, it ought not to have been done wit h- 
eut his majesty’s consent in council ; it. being, 
as’ we conceive, a fundamental maxim in the 
government of the navy, and a most essential 
part of his majesty’s prerogative, that no rule 
or establishment in the navy, whether written 
‘$f unwritten, and customary, ought to be, or 
can regularly be abrogated, altered, of dis- 


pénsed with, but by his majesty’s consent in 


council, especially in se weighty a point as 
spending the public treasure so much faster 
than {it need have been in the proportion above- 
mentioned ; and therefore we thought it expe- 
dient that the main question should have been 
’ put and voted in the affirmative, that this great 
and useful prerogative of the crown might by 
censuring what we take to be a breach thereof 
{though with the temper recommended from 
the throne) have been the better preserved tor 
the future.——(Signed,) W. Ebor’, Strafford, 
: Masham, Uxbridge, Compton, North 
and Grey, Cowper, Trevor, Bristol, 

' Guilford, Bathurst, Gower, Aberdeen.”* 


. Further Debate in the Lords on the Quakers’ 
Affirmation Bill.] January 15. . The Lords 
read the Quakers’ Bill the second time, and a 
motion being-made and the question put, That 


\ 


posed by the 

Bishop of Rochester, who according to his 
former assertion, endeavoured to prove, that 
the Quakers were no Christians. 


[948 


, 


His lordship -was seconded by the earl of. 


Strafford, lord North and Grey, earl Coningsby, 


and his grace the archbishop of York; but 


‘they were answered by the earl of Sunderland, 


the duke of Argyte, the bishop of Peterborough, 
the earl of lay, and the earl of Macclesfield ; 
and the question being put for committing the 


bill, was carried in the affirmative by 64 voices 


against 14.. 


Petition of the London Clergy against the said 
Bill.] Jan. 17. Their lordships were to go 
into a grand committee upon the said Bill, but 
were prevented by an unexpected Petition 
from some of the Londen Clergy, which was 
presented by the archbishop of York, and was 
as follows : : 


“To the right hon.the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
joral in Parliament assembled. The ham- 
le Petition of the Clergy in, and about 

London. Withall submission, Sheweth 


“¢ That there is a Bill now depending in your’ 


lordships’ House, intituled ‘ An Act for granting 
‘the people called Quakers such a form of 
‘ Affirmation or Declaration as may remove 


‘the difficulties which many of them lig. 


Sunder.” Which Bill, ‘should it pass into a 


law, as it may, in its consequences, nearly affect - 


the property of the subject in general, so it will 
in a more especial manner endanger the legal 
maintenance of the clergy ‘by tythes; in as 
mach as the people called Quakers pretend to 
deny the payment of tythes upon a principle of 


conscience, and therefore as your Petitioners — 


apprehend, may be under strong inducements 
to ease their consciences in that respect by 
violating them m another, when their simple 
affirmation on behalf of friends of the same 


persuasion, shall pass in all courts of judicature 


for legal evidence. 
<< However, the injuries that your Petitioners 
in their private affairs may possibly suffer, are, 


as they ought to be, of small account with. 


them in comparison of the mischiefs which 
may redound to the society from the indulgence 
intended, as it seems to imply, that justice may 


- 


be duly administered, and government sup- . 


ported without the intervention of any solemn 


appeal to God as a witness of the truth of what © 


is said, by all persons, in all cases, of great im- 


portance, to the common welfare; whereas 


your Petitioners are firmly persuaded, that an 


oath was instituted by God himself as the surest. - 
bond of fidelity among men, and hath been es-. 
teemed, and found to be so by the wisdom and 
“experience of all nations in all ages, 


‘But that which chiefly moves your Peti-.. 


-tioners to apply to your lordships, 1s, their se- . 
rious concern lest the minds of good men should __ 


be gtieved and wounded, and the enemies of 
Christianity triumph, when they shall see. such 


condescensions made bY a Christian legislature. 


~ 
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to a set of men who renounce the divine insti- 
tutions of Christ, particularly that by which 
the frrthful ore initiated into his religion, and 
‘denominated Christians, and who cannot on 
this account, according to the uniform judgment, 
atid practice of the Catholic church, be deem- 
ed worthy of that sacred name. 

“Your Petitioners moreover crave leave to 
represent to your lordships, that upon the best 
information they can get, the instances wherein 
any Quaker hath refused the solemn affirmation 
prescribed by an act in the seventh and eighth 

- year of William the Srd, have from the passing 
that act to this day been exceeding rare, so 
that there might be ground to hope, that the 
continued use of the said solemn affirmation, 
would ‘by degrees have intirely cured that peo- 
ple of all those unseasonable prejudices against 
an oath which the favour designed them by this 
bill may tend to strengthen and confirm. 

«¢ And your Petitioners humbly leave it to 
your lordships’ wise deliberations, whether such 
an extraordinary indulgence granted to a peo- 
ple already, as is conceived, too numerous, may 
not contribute to fnultiply their sect, and 
tempt persons to profess themselves Quakers, 
in order to be exempted from the obligation of 
oaths, and to stand upon a foot of privilege not 
allowed to the best Christians in the kingdom. 

“ Your Petitioners therefore humbly hope, 
that these and other considerations, which may 

‘ offer themselves to your lordships’ great wisdom, 

may induce your lordships not to give your 
consent to the passing of this bill into a law. 
And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c.”: 

The Archbishop of York spoke in behalf of 
this Petition, and moved, That it be received 
‘andread: | 

The lord North and Grey, the earl of Straf- 
ford, a ae of Rochester, the earl Co- 
ningsby, lord ‘Trevor, earl Cowper, and lord 
Bathurst, supported the archbishop of York’s 
motion ; but the same was warmly opposed by 
the lord Townshend, earl.of Scarborough, earl 
of Sunderland, lord Carteret, duke of Argyle, 
earl of Ilay, and the bishop of Peterborough ; 
andthe question being at last put thereupon, 

it was cartied in the negative. 

A:ll the bishops present, except the two arch- 
bishops, the bishops of Oxford, Litchfield and 

- Coventry, and Rochester, being against the 
Petition; In this debate, the bishop of Sarum 
proposed, that the Petitioners might have leave 
to withdtaw their Petition; but this was op- 
‘posed by “a 

Lord Sunderland, who said, That a com- 
mittee ought to be appointed to inquire into 
the aathors and promoters ef it; for he looked 
upon it to be no better than a libel. : 

Lord Townshend took notice of the irregular 
way in which tlre said Petition was presented, 

- for if it was a petition of the London clergy it 

ought to be offered either by the bishop of that 
diocese, or the archbishop of Canterbury, 


York, 


ork; who wag metropolitan of another pro- 
vince, 


@ 


Then the question being put, That the said 
Petition be rejected, it was resolved in the af- 
firmative, by 60 voices agaitst 24, 


Protest against rejecting the said Petition. ] 

Whereupon the following Protest was entered : 
“Dissentient’? = 

‘¢ 41. Because the right of petitioning in a 
legal manner to legal purposes does, we appre- 
hend, appertain by law and usage to thie free 
people of this realm, and is as essential to the 
subject, acting within. his due bounds,’ as the 
liberty of debate is to the constitution #f par- 
liament: and this right, as it extends to the 
petitioning even for the repeal. of acts now in’ 
force, by which the people think themselves 
aggrieved, so it justifies them yet more in repre- 
senting their humble sense of any new law, 
while it is under the consideration of parlia- 
ment; nor are the clergy, we presume, less 
privileged in relation to the exercise of this 
right, than any other of his majesty’s subjects : 
On the contrary, we believe them as worthy of 
enjoying it, and as capable of exerting x te 
wise and good ends, as any rank of private men 
in the kingdom. . 

“‘ 2, Because the: petition so rejécted is, .1n 
our opinion, proper and inoffensive, both as to 
the matter and the manner of it; since it 
partly relates to the peculiar rights of the clergy 
in point of tythes, and partly expresses their 
fears, as we conceive not altogether groundless, 
lest the sect of Quakers, already too numerous, . 
should by this new iridulgence be greatly: multi- 
plied, and lest the honour of religion should 
any ways suffer, and the foundations of govern- 
ment be shaken by. what is intended; both 
which it is the particular duty of their func- 
tion to uphold and secure. We are not theres 
fore apprehensive, that it misbecame their cha- 
racters tu interpose on any of these important 
points: And the way in which they have done 
it, must seem to us free from exception, till 
some passages in their petition is pitched upon, 
as obnoxious, and censured by the House: 
which, as yet, hath not been done. ~ 


3. ‘“* Because the petition suggests & particu. . 


lar grievance, under which the clergy will suffer 
by this act, more than any other order of men 5 
which as it had never been observed on the de- 
bates on the bill, so was allowed to deservé 
the consideration of the House. And theree | 
fore, had there been anyother part of their 
petition less unexceptionable (as we apprehend 
there is not) yet we do not think that it was 
unreasonable to lay aside the whole on that 
account, and reject what was acknowledged fit 
to be considered, for the sake of what ‘wae 
thought improper to be offered. : | 

4. “* Because the clergy of London are not, 
in general, so liberally provided for, but that 
they have reason to be watchful in relation to 
any step that may unwarily be taken, towards 


: _ diminishing their maintenance ; which we look © 
whereas it was presented by the archbishop of . | 


upon as not duly proportioned to their labours, _ 


in populous parishes, and to the various eme 
ployments given them by infidels and heretica, 


\ : 


\ 


\ 
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papists, and divers sects of men dissenting | 


rom the church established by law, with which 
this metropolis is known to abound. And as 
their situation gives them near opportunities of 
observing and knowing what may be stirred 
in parliament, to the prejudice of their order; 
so we cannot but think, that it becomes them 
to make use of that advantage, in behalf of 
their distant brethren, as often as need shall 


require ; especially at atime when the repre-- 


sentatives of the clergy are not attending in 
convocation, and in a-readioess to exert their 
known right of applying to the legislature on 
all such occasions. 

‘<5, Because the London Clergy, from whence 
the petition came, are, in our opinion, and have 
been always esteemed, of great consideration, 
with respect to their extensive influence, and 
their ability to be serviceable to the state in 
important cenjunctures. From this body of 
men have proceeded many of the most eminent 
lights of the church, and ornaments of the 
bishops’ bench, especially since the Revolu- 
tions and, in the reign preceding it, their never 
to be forgotten labours put a stop to the torrent 
of popery, then ready to overflow us. On 
which, and many other accounts, we cannot 
but wish, that the applications at ‘any time 
made to this House by the City Clergy, might 
be received with regard and tenderness, and a 
mire than ordinary indulgence allowed them, 
at a time when so great favours are about to be 
bestowed on the professed oppugners of their 
function and maintenance. 

_ 6. Because by experience, we find, that 
the treating in this manner a petition from any 
great and considerable body of men is not the 
best way to-allay the jealousies, and extinguish 
ithe uneasiness that occasioned it: a very con- 
trary effect having followed (according to the 
best of our observation) from the rejecting a 
petition lately offered by the city of London ; 
And the oftener such instances are repeated, 
the more, we fear, the disaffection of the people 
will encrease, who, thinking themselves under 
hardships, from which they desire to be re- 
lieved, may look upon it, as a new and yet 
greater hardship not to be heard; and though 
the modest and dutiful demeanor of the clergy 
should no ways contribute to these conse- 
quences, yet we know not how far this may be 
the case with respect to their flocks, to whom 
their persons and characters are dear, and who 
may therefore be induced, by the reverence 
they bear to their pastors, to express as much 
concern on their account, as they would do on 
their own: for which reason it was our earnest 
desire, that this second, and, in our opinion, 
dangerous experiment might not have been 
made *. (Signed,) W. Ebor’, Weston, 

Uxbridge, Scarsdale, Compton, Bristol, 
Coningsby, Strafford, Foley, Aberdeen, 
Gower, Trevor, Bingley, St. John de 


* This Protest was expunged by order of 
' the 5th of March following. 
Vou. VU, 


Bletsoe, Guilford, Cowper, North and 
Grey, Bathurst, Montjoy, Fran. Roffen’.’’ 


The Quakers’ Affirmation Bill passes the 
Lords.| June 18. The Lords went into a 
Committee on the Quakers’ bill:-and after 
the reading of the first clause, the Archbisho 


of Canterbury moved, “ That the Quakers’ Af- 


firmation might not be admitted in Courts of 
judicature, but among themselves;” ‘and the 
Archbishop of York moved for a clause, . “ That 
the Quakers’ Affirmation should not go in any 
suit at law for tythes ;” but the question being 
put thereupon, .it was carried in the negative by 
52 voices against 21. 


Protest against it.]|¥Jan. 19. The Bill was ~ 


read the third time, and the question being 
put, “ That the Bill do pass,” it was resolved 
In the affirmative. | 

“ Dissentient” 
_ 1. Because the privileges allowed by this 
Bill to the Quakers are without example, and 
nu ways propostioned to the steps formerly 
taken towards a gradual indulgence of them; 
for whereas they have been hitherto under the 
real obligation of an oath, though dispensed 
with as to some formalities, with respect to the 


"'W. Cant. Jo. Oxon. 


manner of wording and taking it, they are now | 


altogether released both from the form and 
substance of an oath, and admitted to profess 
fidelity and give testimony upon their simple 
affirmation; nor are these great privileges in- 
dulged to them, as the less were, trom time to 
time, and by degrees, but are at once made 
perpetual. 

“© 2, Because we look upon the Quakers, 
who reject the two sacraments of Christ, and 


are, as far as they so du, unworthy of the name | 
of Christians, to be on that account unworthy | 


also of receiving such distinguishing marks of 
favour. | : 
“3. Because the Quakers, as they renounce 


the institutions of Christ, so have not given | 


even the evidence by law required of their be- 
lief of his divinity, i no ways appearing to us, 
nor do we believe it can be made appear, that 
ever since they were first indulged, 1 W. & M. 
one Quaker in an hundred. hath subscribed the 
profession of Christian belief directed by that 
act ; nor could we, upon a motion made in the 
House, prevail, that they should even now be 
obliged, by such previous subscription, to in-. 
title themselves to the new and extraordinary 
favours designed them; the consequence of 
which must, in our opinion, be, that they will 
encourage themselves yet farther in their aver- 
sion to subscribe that profession of Christian 
belief, which they seem more to decline than 
even the taking of an oath, since great numbers 
of them have sworn, though. very few have 
subscribed that profession ; nor are we without 


apprehensions, that it may reflect some disho- ~ 


nour on the Christian faith, if the evidence. 

given by such persons, on their bare word, shall, 

by law, be judged of equal credit with the so- 

lemn oath of an acknowledged Christian and 

sens member of the established communion. 
a 


- 
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«© 4, Because we look upon it as highly un- 
reasonable, that in a kingdom where the nobles, 
the clergy and commons are obliged to swear 
fealty to the crown, and even. the suvereign 
himself takes an oath at his coronation, a par- 
ticular sect of men, who refuse to serve the 
state either as civil officers or soldiers, should 
be entirely released from that obligation; since 
it is natural to expect, that persons thus in- 
dulyed, as to the manner and the measure of 

erfurming their allegiance, should, by degrees, 
te induced totally to withdraw at, until they be- 
come as bad subjects as Christians. 

‘5, ‘Because, though such extraordinary 

rivileges are allowed to the sect of Quakers 
fy this bill, yet there is no mark or test pre- 
scribed by it, or by any other act, by which it 
may certainly be known who are Quakers, and 
. consequently who ‘are or are not intitled to 
those privileges; from whence this inconveni- 
ence may arise, that many not really Quakers 
may yet shelter themselves under the cover of 
that name, on purpose to be released from the 
obligation of oaths; it not being, we conceive, 
in the power of the magistrate, as this billstands, 
to oblige any person to take an oath, who at 


the time of tendering it shall profess himself a. 


Quaker ; so that the Concessions now made to 
that sect may prove a great inlet to hypocrisy 
and falshood, and will naturally tend towards 
‘increasing their numbers, which we rather wisb 
may he every day diminished. 

‘6, Because we do not apprehend, that the 
‘Quakers, as a sect, are really under such scru- 
ples in point of an oath, that itis necessary to 
‘ease them by such an act, few of them having 
for five and twenty years past, since their so- 
Jem affirmation, equivalent to an oath, was en- 
acted, ever refused to comply with it; .and 


should this have now and then happened, yet. 


when the great body of any soft of sectaries 
mre at ease in their consciences, the scruples of 
afew, we think, ought not to be regarded, es- 
» ‘pecially if continuing the law now in force will 
probably extinguish thosé scruples; and the 
Fepeal -of it will certainly give new life and 
‘strength to them. 
7, Because the security of the subject’s 
property, which depends upon testimony, seems 
~ to us to be lessened by this act; the reverence 
of an oath having been always observed to 
Operate farther towards the discovery of truth, 
than any other less solemn form cf asseveration; 
nor can the Quakers be excepted in this case, 
whose awful apprehensions of an oath appear 
from their earnest endeavours to decline it; 
and therefore, where the payment of tithes, by 
them held to be sinful, is concerned, they will 
have strong inducements to disguise the truth, 


in what they simply affirm, ratiier than wound: 


their consciences and credit, by contributing 
towards the support of such antichristian pay- 
ment: in other cases of property, their interest 
only will ciash with their veracity; but the 
double motive of interest and conscience will 
intluence them with respect to the clergy, whose 
Calling and maintenance they eoually coutiemn. 


~ 


- 
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“ 8. Because the inducement mentioned ia 
the bill towards granting the Quakers those fa- 
vours, that they are well affected to the govern- 
ment, a position of which we have some doubt, 
might, we apprehend, be improved into a reason 
for granting the like favours tu Deists, Arians, 
Jews, and even to Heathens. themselves ; all of 
which may possibly be, as some of them cer- 
tainly are, friends to the govermmnent : however, 
their triendship, we presume, would be culti- 
vated at too great an expence, if, for the sake 
of it, any thing should be done by the legisla- 
ture which might weaken the security of all go- 
vernments, an oath; and bythat means do more 
mischief to the state in one respect, than it 
brought advantage in another: and we the ra- 
ther thus chuose to reason, because an argu- 
ment was urged in the debate, and no ways 
disallowed, ‘That if Tleathens themselves were 
equally of use to the state, as the Quakers are, . 
they ought also, equally. by law, to be indulged; 
whereas our firm persuasion is, that as no man 
should be persecuted for his opinions in reli- 
gion, so neither should any man, who is known 
to avow principles destructive of Christianity; 
however useful he may otherwise be to the 
state, be encouraged by a law, made purposely 
in his favour, to continue in those principles.— 
(Signed,) W. Ebor’, Fra. Roffen’, Compton, 

Montjoy, Strafford, Trevor, Gower, Sa- 
lisbury, Aberdeen, St. John de Bletsho, 
Fran. Cestriens’.” 


Mr. Hutcheson’s Speech on the Bilt for better 
securing the Freedom of Elections.| January 
33. The Bill ¢ For better securing the Freedom 
‘of Elections of Members to serve in Parlia- 
‘meat’ was read a second time. Upon which 

Mr. Archibuld Hutcheson stood up and 
spoke for the committing the same, a3. follows: 


“ Mr. Speaker ; 

* Thaongh I think the necessity of the Bill 
which has been read to you, is of itself a suf- 
ficient argument for it, yet since I was one 
of those who had the honour of your com- 
mands for bringing it in, itinay, perbaps, be 
expected that I should say something upon it, 
As therefore there is tuo much reason to appre- 
hend, that this is the last struggle you are ever like 
to have for the preservation of your rights and 
liberties; so certainly the efiorts of every ho- 
nest man are more than ofdinarily requisite at 
this critica! juncture, to procure, if it be pos- 
sible, the choice of a free and independant 
parliainent, that being the only means, under 
Providence, which cau save you from that state 
ofruin and coniusion which seem so immediately 
to threaten, and to be hanging over you. If you 
should have the misfortune to miscarry, and 
that the majority of this Mouse should here- 
after be composed of persons, who have views 
and schemes tu pursue repugnant to the com- 
mon good and ease of their country, what else 
must you then expect but the continuance at 
least, if not the increase, of those heavy burs 
thens you have already upon you, and at every 
turn to see the honour and sanction ef parlia- 


“x 
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ment basely prostituted tu the destructive mea- 
sures of those, who shall then happen to be in 
power, which, without other means of violeace 
cculd not be justified and supported? If you 
should be plunged into an unnecessary and 
expensive war, if your trade and interest should 
be sacrificed for the service of other princes, 
and it may be, that-done too, only to engaye 
them to the concession of foreign, provinces 
and acquisitions, in which Britain has not the 
least concern, what redress could our country. 
hope for, even under such grievances, from pa- 
triots who had themselves contributed towards 
them, orwere the mercenary tools and depen- 
dents of those who had? All manner of li- 
centiousness and public trauds would then have 
their open and avowed advocates ; and it would 
he no wonder to see the greatest criminals es- 
cape unpunished, when the power of remission 
and pardon of crimes were so much in their 
own hands. 

‘‘ It is too notorious what. attempts are now 
carrying on to invade the freedom of your ap- 
proaching elections; in sume piaces by threats, 
to Gill and overawe them with the quartering 
of troops, if they do not comply ; in- others, 
by the corrupt solicitations‘of agents and un- 
dertakers, employed by those who, fram the 
incredible sums which are dispersed, one must 
imagine, have more than private purses at their 
' command, | 

« Bat what, in God’s name, can all this tend 
to? What other constructign can any man in 
common sense put upon ail these things, but 
that there seems to have been a formed design, 
by violence and oppression, first to humble you 
and to make your necks pliable to the yoke 
that is desiyned for you, and then to finish the 
work by tempting the poverty and necessities 
of the people, to sell themselves into the most 
abject and detestable slavery, for that very 
money which had been either unnecessarily 
raised, or mercilessly and uajustly plundered 
and torn from their very bowels? Andthus you 
may be in a fair way of being subdued by your 
own weapous. Nor can I imagine what in- 
ducement men can have, whorun from borough 
to borough, aud purchase their elections at 
such extravagant rates, unless it be from a 
etrong expectation of being weli repaid for 
their votes, and of receiving ample recompence 
and rewards for the secretservice they have 
covenanted to perform here. In this situation, 
it is high time for gentlemen to put themselves 
upon their guard ; aud if it be not already too 
‘ Jate, to endeavour to put a stop to the course 
of those evils, which are otherwise likely so 
soon to overtake them. It is for these pur- 

oses that this Bill is now before you, and I 
Looe it either is, or by your assistance will be 
maade such, as may fully answer the ends for 
which you were pleased to order % to be 
brought in. 

‘ The abuses inthe manner of dispatching 
your writs to the sheriffs, were the motives which 
first led you into this consideration. I am per- 

suaded the method here preserved to regulate 


. 
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that matter, will be found so easy and practica- 
ble, and sq little liable to any objection, that it 


| would be needless in me to take up your time 


in enlarging upon that head, But for the pe- 


nalties upon false returns, unless they are set- - 


tled op the severest and most rigorous térms, it 


_ will be in vain for you to contend with sheriffs 
and returning officers, who, instead of the. 


people in whom the right is and seve to be 


lodged, will draw the whole power of elections — 


into their own hands, and therefore they ought 
to e btyed up to such strict tules, as that they 


shall never dare, upon any account whatsoever - 


to depart from them, much less to be subject 
to those sort of influences, which, of all others, 
you have most reason to be jea!\us of. We 
know that persons heretofore hae nct only 


bribed the returning officer, but be even in-- 


demnified him against the wholeWenalty of 
500/, rather than not get the return, right or 
wrong, in favour of themselves; depending, I 
suppose, ope the strength and partiality of 


their friends, to maintain them, at any rate, in ~ 


the unjustifiable possession of a seat here; 


this has been practised upon former occasions, © 


and therefore there is always just grounds to 
suspect it willbe attempted again, And it is 
now come to such a pass, that if you were 
even to double that penalty, without doing 
something else, I am‘afraid it would have little 
or no eficct. But when all those bonds of in- 
demnity are declared null and void, when the 
securities usually given and taken upoo these 
occasions are withdrawn, they may then, per- 
haps, be deterred, at least from so barefaced 
a practice of these arbitrary and illegal pro- 
ceedings for the future. a . 

“ Another expedient for securing the free- 
dom of your elections, and which, I think, wil] 
more effectually contribute towards it, than 
any one thing whatsoever, isthe annulling the 
votes of those swarms of officers in the customs 
and excise; they arealready subjected to the 
penalty of 100/. if they shall presume to in- 
termeddle; this therefore isno more than a 
natural consequence, and a necessary enforce- 
ment .of what you have done before. The 


commissioners themnselves of those branches of - 


the revenue have been for some time under a 
legal incapacit} of sitting here, as being thought 
under such strong ties and inflyences, 1n regard 
to their employments, as were inconsistent with 
that freedom with which men ought:to act in 
parliament; certainly then the same reason 
will hold good .as to the votes of them and 


-their inferior officers, especially in matters that 
here is lixewise a pres 


so nearly relate to it. 
viso, that no person shall be capable of, pus- 
sessing any of these offices, for a certain time 
to be limited,” after they shall have tendered 
their votes in any election; andthe reason of 
that is very plain; without it all this disability 
would signify nothing ; for by displacing them 
just to serve a turn, and restoring them again 
iunmediately after, the whole force of this clause 
would be entirely defeated. 

“ T make no doubt but the iutentign was very 
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just and commendable of the gentlemen who 
brought in the Qualification Act, which was 
certainly designed to establish a landed pro- 
perty in parliament, without which, I will 
venture to say, It will be impossible you should 
be safe; but that matter stands at present upon 
so loose a foot, that I am afraid it has hitherto 
been of very little use or service to you. What 
dependence, for instance, can you have upon 
a man who has no more than 300/. a year in 
land, or, perhaps, only an annuity of that 
value for life, ard hus at the same time 30 or 
40,000/. in the funds, or an employment of 2 
or 3,000/. a year civil or military from the 
trown? And even that small qualification 1s No 
otherwise obligatory upon him, but merely to 
_ swear to big having it, if it be required, at the 
time of his election ; for though he sells it, or 
otherwise divests himself of it immediately af- 
ter, yet it remains a doubt, whether, by. so 
doing, he shall vacate his seat in parliament. 
This is certainly such an omission as requires to 
be better regulated and explained. There is 
likewise a saving in that act in favour of eldest 
sons of peers, and the same for those of com- 
wmoners of 600/. a year; but I confess I am at 
a loss to find out upon what grounds the latter 
was inserted, uvless care had been taken at 
the same time to have obliged the father or the 
son to bave proved the possession of such an 
estate: for at present, let the circumstances of 
“the family be what they will, if the eldest son 
can procure himself to be elected, I cannot 
. see but he is intitled to a seat here, without any 
farther examination whatsvever, This is ano- 
ther defect so gross in your former act, and 
ovens a back door to 80 many persons, so in- 
tirely contrary to the intent and meaning of it, 
that it very well justifies the repeal of it by this 
bill, I mean so. far only as relates to the eldest 
sons of commouers. | 
“Whether the House will be willing to 
enact it bya clause, must be submitted to 
them, I only take the liberty to mention, that 
it were very much to be wished, that gentlemen 
of estates and families in the ceuntry would 
heartily unite in this particular, of keeping the 
elections in their several counties among them- 
selves; that they would resolve inviolably to 
suppert each other’s interest against the in- 
croachments and corrupt applications of 
strangers, let them come from what quarter 
they will. If this were done, it would, in a 
gteat measure, put an end to those dangerous 
and infamous practices that are now on foot, 
and we might hope once more to see this House 
filled with gentlemen of free and independent 
fortunes, euch as would be above making their 
court any where at the expence of their coun- 
try, and would despise all manner of slavish 
concessions to men in power; ministers would 
then be neither able to screen themselves, or 
their ftiencs, against your inquiries; and the 
boldest and: most enterprising of them would be 
made to tremble at the apprehensions of your 
animadversions upon them; nor should we 
then, it is to be hoped, sit tamely bere, and see 
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our country harrassed with the expences of © 


‘fruitless expeditions abroad, and with the 


maintenance of a standing army at home dan- 
gerous to our constitution and liberties. 

“« There are ‘other parts of this bill, which I 
had like to haveomitted to have spoken to, 
which are designed, if possible, to put a stop 
to that torrent of bribery and corruption, which 
the iniquity of the times has let in upon you ; 
and though I have very little prospect ed apy 
good effect that way, and whatsoever the fate 
of this bill may be, every gentleman, I dare 


- swear, will so far agree, that some method 


should be taken to prevent such practices, or 
the kingdom must be undone. If at this time 
you had men at the head of your administra- 
tion, who had ever been charged with, or any 
way convicted of such crimes, I own it would be 


in vain to propose this, or any other method, to 


punish and discourage it. Were it possible to 
believe, that the influences of such men could 
peaks here, or in any other branch of the 
egislature, it would then be no wonder to see 
this bill miscarry, or to hear it treated as a 
composition of absurdities, or as a violation of 
the birthrights of great numbers of his majesty’s 
best subjects. But at present this shall be no 
reason with me to anticipate so much ill fortune 
to it, since it is plain it could come before you 
with no other view, but to restore the freedom 
and honour of parliament, to rescue the rights 
and Jiberties of our country, and to save, if it. 
be possible, the poer remnant of our consti- 
tution. These are the considerations which 
occur to me in favour of this bill; and I hum- 
bly move you that it nay be committed.” 


Accordingly the said Bill was committed to 
a Committee of the whole House. 


Debate. in the Lords ona Motion for the 
Instructions relating to the British Squadrons 
sent into the Baltic for several yeurs past.} 
Jan. 25. The order of the day, for the House 
to be in a Committee to take mto farther con- 
sideration the causes of concracting so large a 
Navy Debt; and the Instruction to the said 
Committee that they do, in the first place, con- - 
sider of the occasion of that part of the said 
debt, which arises from having employed more 
men in the sea service in any year, than were 
provided for by parliament tor..such year, and 
from the not paying off all the seamen at 
winter, being called for, a motion was made, 
“That authentic Copies of the several Trea- 
ties, Instructions, and Orders, relating to the 
British squadrons bejng sent into the Baltic, 
for several years last past, be laid before the 
House, that the true occasion of that part of the 
Navy Debt, which the Committee is instructed 
to consider in the first place, may better ap- 
pear, as also, that the Act of Settlement has 
not been infringed by these northern expedi- 
tions.” 

Hereupon a debate ensued, wherein lord 
Bathurst alledged, That the immense increase 
of the National Debt was owing to the great 
number of ships that had been ewployed in the 
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Baltic and Mediterranean ; the great numbers 


of seamen in those ships, and the keeping those. 


seamen in pay during the winter season ; con- 
cluding, that, in his opinion, those extraordi- 
nary expences were not necessary for che 
service of Great Britain. His lordship was 
supported by the lord North and Grey, the 
earl Cowper, the earl of Strafford, the bishop 
of Rochester, the lord Trevor, and the earl 
Coningsby : but they were opposed by the earl 
of Sunderland, lord ‘Townsend, duke of Argyle, 
earl of Ilay, and the duke of Newcastle. - 


Protest against rejecting it.] The question 
being put, it was resolved in the negative. 


“¢ Dissentient’ 

“¢ 4. Because it being now admitted by the 
House, in the instruction given to the Com- 
mittee, that the Navy-Debt was increased by 
employing more men in the sea-service yearly 
than were provided for by parliament, and by 
the not paying them off in the winter; the in- 
tention of the House in that instruction must, 


_ in our opinion, manifestly be to direct the Com- 


mittee to inquire into the true occasion and 
reasonableness of those services, by which the 
Navy-Debt was increased ; and that end could 
not, we think, be any ways attained without a 


_ sight of those treaties, instructions and orders, 


upon which those services were founded, since 
the considering the occasion of an extraordinary 
acknowledged expence must, we conceive, im- 
ply an inquiry into the true causes for which 
such an expence was made; we did therefore 
think it necessary to desire copies of the trea- 
ties, instructions and orders relating to the se- 
veral Baltic expeditions, because without them 
we could not possibly learn the true reasons of 
those expeditions; and it seemed to us incon- 
gruous that the House should direct an inquiry, 
and not contribute to it, by directing also those 


- materials to be laid before the Committee, 


which alone could render such an inquiry ef- 
fectual, - 

‘© 2. Because the want of such authentic 
papers and instructions could no ways, we think, 
be supplied by any verbal representations, that 


"might be made by lords in the minisiry, as facts 


occurred to their memory in the debate; this 
being no sufficient foundation for any. parlia- 
mentary inquiry, much less for such a one.as 


‘tends tu approve, excuse, or blame the mea- 


sures of those in power ; since we cannot think 
it suitable either to the rules of reason or the 
dignity of this House, to proceed to resolutions 
relating to the conduct of ministers upon facts 
stated by tle ministers themselves, 

“<3. Because motions for such papers and in- 
struments have been frequently made and com- 
plied with, nor-hath any such motion ever (as 
far as we can learn) till of late been refused ; 
the only paper included ih the general motion 
that we thought any ways doubtful whether we 
should obtain, was the lord Carteret’s instruc- 


tions, which was moved for before, in this ses- 


sion, without success; however, we had hopes 
ef prevailing even for a sight of that paper, 
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when it became necessary, as we apprehend, to 
qualify the Committee of the whole House to 
do the work appointed by the House. 


‘¢ 4. Because the great increase of the Navy- 
Debt arose from the frequent sending of strong 


squadrons to the Baltic, and continuing them , 


there at seasons of the year when the British 
fleet has seldom been known to be employed so 
far from home, and in so rugged a climate; and 
therefore we thought it reasonable to expect 
the fullest satisfaction in our inquiries into the 
grounds of expeditions, which had been carried 


oD in so unusaal, expensive and hazardous a 


manner; which the more extraordinary they 
were, the more they needed, in every respect, 
to be cleared and justified, that misapprehen-., 
sions prevailing without doors, in relation to 
these Northern transactions, might be rectified, 
and such precedents might not remain without 
the reasons on which they were founded ; 
whereas we are now apprehensive, that any 
resolutions on this head may lose much of their 
weight and influence, should they be known to 
have been framed upon the facts barely asserted 
by the ministers, without evidence of any sort 
to prove the truth of those facts, / 
‘¢ 5, Because one great view we had in our 
motion for those papers was to satisfy our- 
selves and others, that the Act of Settlement had 
been no ways infringed by those Northern ex- 
peditions; a point of the utmost consequence 
to the present establishment, and on which 
therefore all our care and circumspection ought 
to be employed: It is the birthright of the 
peerage, as to concur in the enacting all laws, 
so to inquire into the observation of them; and 
the more momentous the law is, the more it be- 
comes us to consider how far it hath or hath 
not been violated ; and one great inducement 
to our inquiry into the observation of that law, 
was the jealousy entertained (as we conceive) 
on that head, by many of his majesty’s good sub- 


jects, observing that the. war in the North 


ended at: last in a peace, which stripped 
Sweden of all its best provinces, and confirmed. 
the acquisition of them to the several Northern 
powers concerned, without any particular ad- 
vantage, that we hear of, stipulated in behalf of 
Great-Britain, besides that of a new guarantee 
for the Protestant succession: A sight of the. 
said treaties, instructions and orders might 
perhaps have dispelled these apprehensions ; 
and therefore we thought it our duty to move 
for them, and to express our concern that such 
a motion was over-ruled; for we cannot think 
the argument used to discourage us from insist- 
ing on that motion (that it amounted to an in- 
quiry whether the King had broke his Corona- 
tion oath) was consistent with the freedom of 
Parliamentary Debates, or agreeable to the 
known rules of our eonstitution, which free the 
crown froin all blame, and. suppose those only 
who give pernicious counsels answerable for the 
fatal effects of them. (Signed,) W. Ebor’, 

Boyle, Foley, Weston, Bristol, St. John 

de Bletsho, Montjoy, Bingley, Scars- 

dale, Aberdeen, Compt0n, Fr, Ces- 


‘ a 


\ 


‘ 


a 


” 
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triens’, Fr. Roffen’, Guilford, Straf- 
ford, North and Grey, Uxbridge, Ayles- 
ford, Gawer, Bathurst, Trevor, Cow- 
per.” . 


Resolutions of. the Lords touching the Naoy- 
Debi.] Then the House, according to order, 
was adjourned during pleasure, and put iato 
the said Committee: And after some time 
spent therein, the House was resumed, and the 
earl of Clarendon reported the two following 
Resolutions: 


«© 4. That it is the apinion of this Committee, 
that the employing great numbers of seamen for 
several years last past, more than were provided 
for by parliament, and thereby increasing the 
Debt of the Navy, was occasioned by: services 
which either were pursuant to the previous ad- 
vice, or had the subsequent approbation of one 
or both Houses of parliament, and which were 
also necessary for the sifety of the kingdom, 
dnd the tranquillity of Europe. 

“2, That the nature of the said services ne- 
cesgarily requiriag some of his moajesty’s 
squadrons to be kept out the whole year, aud 
detaining others abroad till the months of No- 
vember or December ; and it beiig requisite to 
fit out the said squadrons in the month of T'e- 
bruary or the begiauing of March, in order to 
their sailing early in the spring, the paying 
them off, upon their return, was inconsistent 
with the due pcrtormance of those services ; 
nor could the saving (if any) by such payment 
have in any degree made amends for the ill con- 
sequences which must thereby have arisen 
from the disappointment to the service.” 


Protest against the first Resolutton.] The 
first of the said Resolutions being read a second 
time, the question was put, whether td agree 
with the Committee in this Resolution? It was 
resolved in the Affirmative: 

‘“¢ Dissentient : 

“1. Because this resolution seems to clash 
with the instruction from whence it sprung, 
which was te consider the occasion of the in- 
crease of the Navy-Debt that arose from em- 
ploying more men in the sea-service than were 
provided for by parlrament; whereas from the 
resolution # appears only, that the services oc- 
casioned the debt, not what real occasion or 
reason there was for those services, which yet 
was the point we suppose chiefly in view, and 
inost worthy of a parliamentary inquiry. 

“2. Because those services are, mm bls reso- 
_ lution, supposed to be justified by the previous 
advice or subsequent approbation of one or both 
Houses of Parliament: whereas it did net any 
Way appear to us that either House of Parlia- 
ment had previously’ advised, or subsequemtly 
approved such services, though the vouchers m 
that respect were often and earmestly required ; 
nor doth it appear tous, how that assertion is 
warranted, either by general expressions in 
votes and addresses, er by a state of the Navy- 
Debt communicated every year to the parlia- 
ment ; and tierefore being sti in the dark, as 


to the evidence pointed at, we conld wish that 
the growth of the Navy-Debt had been explained - 
and justified by an inquiry into -the ends and 

reasons for which it was contracted; but this 

way not being taken nor being possible 

to be taken, till the treaties, instructions 

and orders requisite to this purpose are 

produced, we know not in what sense either 

those sea-services, or that great Navy-Debt 

they caused, may be said to have been ap- 

proved by thisor the other House of Parlia- 

ment. 

S. “ But had we been duly informed of the 
true motives upon which those services were 
undertaken, and thereby enabled to judge of. 
their reasonableness, (as, we think, we in no 
degree were) yet we still must be of opinion, 
that those corsiderations, how important soever, 
would not have justified the exceeding the 
number of men asked of and allowed by par- 
liament, which nothing but absolute and un- 
foreseen necessity can ever excuse; whereas 
the occasions of these extraordinary expences 
were foreseen, and the fleets were sent out 
for many years successively, (the parliament 


Sitting) without apy previous demands made of 


such supplies as were proportioned to the ex- 
pence intended ; and we are further of opinion, 
that whenever such a debt is unavoidably in- 
curred, it should be especially stated to the par- 
liament, together with the necessity that occas 
sioned it, at their next assembling, thatthe excuse ° 
may be then either allawed or censured, and the 
exccedings provided for in time, instead of 
being offered to run on for many years together, 
till an insupportable debt is contracted, without 
any other notice taken of the reason of its 
growth, than the laying annually a general state 
of the debt on the table of the House of Com- 


‘mons. This we conceive to have been the case, 


and, if it be, we think, we do not err in afirm- 
ing, that had the services appeared te have beer 
necessary, yet this manner of increasing the 
deht would not have been warranted. 

4. “ Neither can we apprehend, how the 
safety of the kingdom depended upon those ex- 
traordinary services, some of which were per- 
formed in the Mediterraneas, others in the Bal- 
tic, against powers not at enmity with Great- 
Britain, whose friendship (# seems to us) we 
should rather have cultivated, and whose resent-— 
ments we had, and still have (we fear) reason 
to apprehend: we cannot but think it the true 
Nyterest of Great-Britain, to intermeddle as 
little as is possible in the quarrels of Europe ; 
and then, by owr good otiices chiefly, without 
declaring any resolution to support our media- 
tion by furce, or making ourselves either prin- 
cipals or parties in wars that do not immedi 
mely concern us. We look upon our navy 
(the sratural security of our Island) as too much 
hacarded, ard some ehief branches of our trade 
as highly endangeretl, by the consequences of 
those remote expeditions; mor are we yet sa- 
tished, that the peace, by us mediated and 
concluded in the North, mot made the 
provision of Naval Steres for eur Mort more 
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precarious than formerly, though on that single 
article the safety of the kingdom may possibly 
depend ; nor can we judge the present tran- 
quillity likely to last, since after all our expence 
the late Northern Peace hath reduced Sweden 
so low, and left the Czar in the possession of 
such provinces as may render him very formi- 
dable ; and what matters may still remain un- 
adjusted in treaties, wherebf the present tran- 
quillity may soon be disturbed, we cannot de- 


termine, since we have not been indulged in- 


our desire ef inspecting iuto those treaties. 


——/(Signed) W. Ebor’, Aylesford, Foley, 


Scarsdale, Trevor, Aberdeen, St. Jobn 
de Bletsho, Strafford, North and Grey, 
Fr. Roffen’, Gower, Fran. Cestriens’, 
Boyle, Bathurst, Bristol, Weston, Ux-- 
bridge, Cowper, Guilford, Compton, 
Bingley.” 


Protest against the second Resulution.| Then 
the other Resolution being likewise read a se- 
cond time, the question was put, whether to 
agree with the Committee in the said Resolution ; 
it was resolved in the affirmative. | 

“¢ Dissentient’ . 

1. “ Because that part of the question which 
- Gonceras such of his maajesty’s ships, as are 
said, but not proved, to have been necessarily 
kept out the whole year, bas not the least re- 
lation, as we conceive, to any thing that has been 
yet objected to; which was the not paying 
ships that came home before winter, and ought, 
by the antient usage of the navy, to have been 
paid off, aad therefore; we cannot but think, 
was very improperly made part of the question. 

2. Because it being admitted in the ques- 
tion, that the ancient usage wf the navy was, 
that all ships, when they returned home from 
their several voyages, should not be keptin pay 
during the winter, (as was the case of the late 
Baltic squadrons for some years past) and it not 
having been made appear, as we think, in a 
parliamentary way, that by any treaty with 
Sweden it was necessary to send ships sooner 
in any year, than might have been consistent 
with the said antient usage, we are of opinion, 
that the resolution will encourage the practice 
complamed of, and will greatly contribute to 
make fleets, so much the honour and security 
of this kingdom, too chargeable ‘to be sup- 
ported. 


3. “ Because we cannot but be surprized, } 


that there should be the least doubt, as in the 
question, whether any money might have been 
saved by paying off the men, when it appears 
by a paper upon the table, that several ship’s 
gumpanies, (amounting to many thousands of 
men, have been kept in pay during the winter, 
which expence, we cannot but think, ought to 
have been avoided, it appearing from other pa- 
to and representations upon the table, that 

y paying the men off, more than five parts in 
six of the whole charge of those men, during the 
winter, had been saved to the public. a 

4. “ Because a resolution of this House, that 
seems to countenance a practice of this sort, (at 


e 


atime, when every way of getting money at the 
expence of the public, is found to be. less in 
people's thoughts than formerly) may probably 
encourage those, who shall have opportunity in 
future times, too readily to contribute towards 
the encrease of Navy-Debts, though they are 
attended with so many ill consequences, that 
his majesty, in @ most gracions speech from the 
throne, has very lately been pleased to say, they 
do not only affect all public credit, but greatly 
increase the charge and expence of the current 
service, and are, of all others, the most heay 
and burthensome.~—-( Signed) W. Ebor’, Cow- 
' per, Trevor, North and Grey, Weston, 
Compton, Uxbridge, Strafford, Bristol, 
Aylesford, Guilford, Boyle, F. Roffen. - 
Bathurst, Scarsdale, Gower, F. Ces- 
triens. Aberdeen, Foley, St. John de 
Bletsoe.” | 


Debate in the Lords on the Motion, That 
Victuulling the Ships abroadjwasone Cause of the 
Increase of the Nuvy-Debt.| February 1. The 
Lords, in a grand committee, resumed the con- 
sideration of the Navy-Debt; and the debate 
was opened by 

The Earl of Uxbridge. moving, That some 
Accounts and Orders, relating to the Victual- . 
ling, when the fleets were in the Baltic and 
Mediterranean, might be read. After the read- 
ing of those papers, his lordship endeavoured to 
shew, That one occasion ot the mcrease of the 
Navy-Debt, was the ships being victualled 
abroad, by the commanders, and not by the 
proper officers of the Victualling Office, who 
are cheques upon one another; whereas the 
other way there might be great abuses, by com- 
manders charging more to the government for 
the provisions, than they really cost. ) 

The Lord Torrington thinking himself re- 
flected upon, ashe was commander in chief in 
the Mediterranean, endeavoured tn justify 
himself from any imputation of that nature, 
and among other things alledged, That provi- 
sions avere much dearer therethan in England; | 
that it was impossible to carry such quantities 
from hence, as would serve for any long time ; 
and therefore they are obliged to buy them there 
at any rate.” . 

His Lordship was supported by the lord 
Townshend and the earl of Ilay; and though 
the earl Cowper, the lord Bathurst, the-earl of 
Strafford, and the earl Coningsby backed the 
earl of Uxbridge, yet the question. being put, 
“That the Victualling his majesty’s ships by any 
other than the Victuallers appointed for that 
service, is contrary to the course of the navy, 
and by taking away the proper cheques, is one 
great cause of contracting so large a Navy- 
Debt :” it was resolved in the negative without 
dividing. . 


_ Protest against rejecting it.] “ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because it being unquestionably the 
ancient course of the Navy to victual all his 
majesty’s ships by the commissioners of the 
Victualling or their agents, unless in cases of ne- 
cessity ; and it appearing to us, by a paper re- 


a 
‘ 


- 
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turned beforé this House from the Victualling- 
Office, that many ships and squadrons of ships 
‘have of late years been victualled by the com- 
manders, very few of which were: so victualled 
by any order, and amoogst those many instances 
a few only were excused, because there were no 
agents for the Victualling-Office, nor any stores 
in the places where the ships then were; we 
think it reasonable to conclude that all the se- 
veral victuallings in the said paper contained 
being much the greater aumber, which were nei- 
ther excused therein, nor said to be ordered, 
were so provided without any order or excuse 
whatsoever ; and consequently were a needless 
breach of the said good course of the navy, and 
by taking away the proper check made to save 
the public money must, in our opinion, necessa- 
rily bave been one of the occasions of the in- 
crease of the Navy Debt. 

2..** Wecannot but observe, that if the said 
excuse had (in the paper above-mentioned) 
been applied to all the several instances there 
of victualling, in a mannercontrary to the course 
ofthe navy, yet it had been insufficient, since 
it is not alledged that agents for the victualling 
and stores might not have been timely had in 
the places where the ships were victualled, if 
due notice had been given to the commissioners 
of the Victualling, and proper precautions and 
endeavours had been used to that end. 

3. * We cannot but think, that carrying this 
question in the negative will undoubtedly en- 
courage this breach of the course of the navy, 
as itis acknowledged to be, and in consequence 
put it into the power ofevery admiral or com- 
mander in chicf of any squadron, and every 
~ commander of'a particular ship, not only to 

furnish such provisions, both in quantity and 
quality, as they shall think fit, but by letting 
“the men go on shore when in purt, on’pretence 
of supplying provisions, leave a charge on ‘the 
public for want of the proper check, though to 
the detriment of the sea service. 

4. “ Because by this leave given to the com- 
manders on the head of victualling they have it 
in their power (through the want of the said 
true and ancient check) to bring a very great 
charge upon the head of wages, which must 
undoubtedly, as we apprehend, occasion a great 
waste ofthe public treasure, and consequently 
an increase of the Navy-Debt. 

5. Because, we think, that tosuppose the 

_ commander of any squadron or ship will not, 
when it is so entirely in his power, do what 
shall be for his interest, is to believe him less in- 
clined to his interest than the generality of his 
fellow-subjects on shore. 

6. ** Because, we believe, if this House will 
not discourage taking away proper checks, tll 
ai had (as urged in the debate) of what had 

een got by individuals for want of those 
checks, the delay and dithculties attending such 
an inquiry will probably binder any discourage- 
ment being given to such practices, which are 
allowed to be contrary to the standing in- 
structions to the commissiosers of the Victu- 
‘alling, and to the commanders of his majesty’s 

3 ‘ a 9 re : 


ships.——(Signed.). W. Ebox’, North: and 
Grey, Compton, Boyle, St. John de 
Bletsve, Bathurst, Scarsdale, Trevor, 
Strafford, Craven, Guildford, Bingley, 
. Litebfield, Aylesford, Bristol, Uxbridge, 
Cowper.” : 


Protest on refusing to adjourn when the 
Lord Chancellor came late to the House.] Feb. 
3. The Lord Chancellor not coming to the 
House till the Lords had been met above two 
hours, and not having sent to the lord chief 
justice King, whom his majesty, by letters pa- 
tent under the great seal, entered in the journal, 
had authorised to supply the place of the 
Lord Chancellor, in his lordsbip’s absence, 

Earl Cowper moved, That in order to go 
upon the business of the day, they should pro- 
ceed to the choice of a Speaker, pro interim ; 
and the dukes of Somerset and Kingston were 
named, but these going out of the House to 
avoid it, the lord Lechmere was named next, 
and like to be chosen ; while this matter was 
debating, 

The Lord Chancellor came in, and observ- 
ing some uneasiness among the Lords, acquaint- 
ed the House, ‘That he, having been sum- 
moned to attend his majesty at St. James’s, had 
accordingly waited upon his majesty there, 
where he' was detained, longer than he could 
foresee, by his majesty’s command ; and that 
assoon as he wasat liberty, he came hither 
with the utmost expedition ; and asked pardon 
for his stay of the Lords, who had been so lung 
kept in expectation of him.” ; . 

Several lords would not admit of that excuse, 
but suggested, ‘That the House of Peers, being 
the greatest council in the kingdom, to which 
all other councils ought to give way, ought not 
to be made to wait on any account; and 
therefore moved, That, in order to shew their 
resentment, the House should adjourn to the 
Monday following ; but the question being put 
thereupon, was carrried in the negative, by 
49 voices against $1. 

Hereupon the following Protest was entered : 


“ Dissentient’ 

‘* 1. Because the House standing adjourned 
to this day at eleven o'clock, and a great num- 
ber of lords being met, and expecting the com- 
ing of their Speaker till near three o’clock, they 
seemed to us generally to resent this usage, 
and without any dissent, that we could perceive, 
proceeded, according to the standing order of 
this House, towards chusing a Speaker; but 
meeting with some difficulties as to the persons 
nominated, the [Lord Chancellor came before 
any choice made ; and as soon as the House 
was sat, the Lord Chancellor alledged, as the 
reason of his long absence, that be had been 
summoved to-attend his majesty atSt. James’s, 
where the business had lasted. much longer 
than was expected ; which excuse, though it 
mightin great measure free the Lord Chancellor 
from the imputation of wilful neglect of duty, 
yet it seemed to usin no degtee to justify the 
indignity which we think was upon the whole 


\ 
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matter done to the House, which is undoubt- 
edly the greatest council in the kingdom, to 
which.all other councils ought to give way, and 
mot that to any other; and therefore the bu- 
siness of any other council aught not to have 
detained the Speaker of this House after the 
hous appaioted for its meeting, and during the 
time of the day the House has usually of late 
spent in business ; and therefore we thought 
the least resentment the House could shew on 
this occasion, to prevent its being used so for 
the future, was to adjourn without entering on 
any business: and this the rather, because we 
foresaw it could not obstruct any public af- 
fairs; since the time wus so far spent, as that 
no business of consequence could well have 


been gone through with effect, though entered. 


upon. 

*©9, As we may venture to say, that the 
dignity of this House has not been of late 
years increasing, $9 we are unwilling that any 
thing, we conceive to be a gross neglect of it, 
should pass without some note on our records, 
that we were sensible of such neglect, and did 
not approve it; which we thought would have 
been in some measure attained by an imme- 
diate adjournment, nor was any other method 
‘ proposed ; and since that could not be effected 
we enter this dissent, with our Reasons, that it 
may appear to posterity we were zealous to 
withstand, in a manner proposed, the further 
progress of'a practice se injurious, as we cun- 
¢eive, to the honour and authority of this su- 
preme council.—(Signed,) W. Ebor’, Uxbridge, 
| Weston, Boyle, Cowper, Somerset, 
Scarsdale, Bingley, Maynard, Guilford, 
North and Grey, Litchfield, Bathurst, 
Osborne, Strafford, Craven, Montjoy, 
Trevor, Ashburnham, Bristol, Foley, 
St. John de Bletsoe, Fran. Cestriens’, 

Aberdeen, Compton,” 


Sir John Cope charges Mr. Baron Puge with 
endeavouring to corrupt the Borough of Ban- 
bury.| February 1. Sir Jobn Cope, bart. 
member forTavistock,charged sir Francis Page,* 


* This was the notorious Judge Page $0 re- 
Peatedly mentioned by Pope: 


$ Morality, by her false guardians drawn, 

«* Chicane in furs, and Casuistry in lawn, 

“ Gasps, as they straiten at each end the 
“ cord 


«€ And dies, when Dullness gives her Page the 


“¢ word ; 


» 


¢¢ Slander or poison dread from Delia’s rage, 
‘«*‘ Hard words or hanging, if your Judge be 
‘< Page.” . 7 


' & There was a judge of this name, always 
ready to hang any man that came in his way, 


of which he’ was suffered .to give a hundred | 


miserable examples during a long life, even to 

his dotage.”-——Pope. _ 

-. * In the early editions of Pope’s Works, a 

blank was left for the word Page, in the above 
Vou. VII 


é 


§ the passage.’ 


‘ Fay 


one of the barons of the Exchequer, with en- 
deavouring to corrupt the borough of Banbury 
in the county of Oxon, in order to procure sir 
William Codrington to be chosen a represeota- 
tive for the said borough in the ensuing elec- 
tion. - The sum of this Charge was, that Mr, 
Baron Page had not only offered to the said 
Corporation to forgive them six or seven hune 
dred pounds, they owed him for their new char- 
ter, but likewise to give them another large sum 
in ready money, which sir John Cope having 
offered to prove by undeniable evidence, set 
the whole House into a flame ; and some mem- 
seukPabi for censuring the Baron immediate- 
y; but, . 

Mr. Robert Walpole moderated that heat, . 


representing, ‘* ‘That it was unreasonable to ar- - 
raign, condemn, and censure a man, especially 
one in so eminent a station, before they heard — 


what he had.to say in his own vindiqation; and 
besides, that it would look like prejudging the 
merits of the election of that borough; and 
therefore he was of opinion, they ought not' to 
take any notice of that Complaint, until the 
election was over, and then, if any thing of that 
nature appeared, the House might proceed to 
censure as they should think fit.” 

He was supported by several other members 
of the Court-Party, who alledged, That when 
they should hear what Mr. Baron Page had to 
say for himself, the matter might appear quite 
otherwise; and that the gentleman who ac- 
eused him, might be either mismformed, or 
imposed upon.. Hereupon the matter of the 
said Charge was ordered to be heard at the 
bar of the Hause the 13th. 

Feb. 2. Ordered, That the Complaint made. 
yesterday, by sir John Cope, bart. a member of 
this House, against Mr. Baron Page, be by him 
put into writing, and delivered to theclerk of this 
House: And that a copy of the said Charge be 
delivered to Mr. Baron Page. | 

Sir John Cope accordingly delivered the said 
Charge in writing, to the clerk of this House: 
Which is as follows; viz. ae 

‘ That Mr. Baron Page hath endeavoured to 


couplet. The,judge, conceiving that his name 
was meant to fill it up, sent his clerk to Mr. 
Pope to complain of the ingult. Pope told the 
young man that the blank might be supplied by 
many monosyllables other than the judge’s 
name :—‘ But, Sir,’ said the clerk, ‘ the judge 
‘ says, that no other word will make sense of 
¢ So then it seems,’ says Pope, 
‘ your master is not only a judge but a poet : 
‘ as that is the case, the odds are against me,’ 
‘ Give my respects to the judge, and tell him, 


¢I will not contend with one that has the ad- 


¢ vantage of me, and he may fill up the blank as 
¢ he pleases.” ——Dr. Johnson’s Life of Pope. 


Judge Page presided at the trial of Savage 
the poet, for the murder of Mr. Sinclair. “ Had 
Savage’s audience,” says Dr. Johnson, “ been his 
judges, he had undoubtedly been acquitted ; 


but judge Page, who was then on the bench, - 
3Q 


4 


s 
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ae — 
“ corrupt the borough of Banbury, in the county 
* of Oxon, for the ensuing election of a burgess 
* to serve in-parliament for the said borough. 
‘J.Cops.’ - 


Ordered, That sir John Cope, and Mr. 

Baron Page, be heard at the bar of this House, 

by their counsel, upon the matter of the said 
Charge, if they think fit. 


The Charge against Mr. Baron Page heard.] 
- February. 13. The. House went upon the 
Cowplaint of sir John Cope, bart. against Mr. 
Baron Page, for endeavouring to corrupt seve- 
ral of the leading members of the Corporation 
of Banbury against the next election; and to 
aggravate the matter, sir John Cope acquainted 
the House, that he was informed, that some of 
his Evidences had been tampered with; and 
that there was one Mr. Gregory at the door, 


who could give the House an account thereof, 


Mr. Gregory having thereupon been called in, 
and examined, sir John Cope moved, That the 
matter of the said Charge might be referred to 
the consideration of a committee, upon oath ; 
but this was opposed by the Courtiers, who 
urged, That the said Complaint was already 
ordered to be heard at the bar of this House 
this day, and the question being put, that the 
hearing the matter of the said Charge at the 
_ bar of this House be discharged, it was carried 
an the negative by 176 voices against 135. 
Then sir John Cope moved, and the question 
was proposed, That the Witnesses to be 
examined in the matter of this Charge, be exa- 
mined at the bar of this House in the most so- 
lemn manner; but the previous question being 


‘treated him with his usual insolence and seve- 
rity, and when he had summed up the evidence, 
endeavoured to exasperate the jury, as Mr. 
Savage used to relate it, with this eloquent 
harangue ; : 
. * Gentlemen of the jury; you are tg consider, 
‘that Mr. Savage is a very great man, a much 
‘ greater man than you or I, gentlemen of the 
~ © jury; that he wears very fine clothes, much 

‘ finer clothes than you or jl ceatlemen of the 
f jury; that he has abundance of money in his 
‘ pocket, much more money than you or I, 
‘ gentlemen of the jury; but, gentlemen of the 
§ jury, is it not a very hard case, gentlemen of 
_- &the jury, that Mr. Savage should therefore kill 
‘ you or me, gentlemen of the jury.’ 
’ 4 Mr, Savage, hearing his defence thus mis- 
represented, and the men who were to decide 
his fate, incited against him: by invidious com: 
parisons, resolutely asserted, that his case was 
not candidly explained, and began to recapitu- 
late what he had before said with regard to his 
condition, and the necessity of endeavouring to 
escape the expences of imprisonment ; but the 
judge having ordered him to be silent, and re- 
peated his orders without effect, commanded 
, that he should be taken away from the bar by 
force.”——Dr, Johnson’s Life of Savage. 

‘‘ Savage always continued to speak with 
anger of, the insolence and partiality of Page, 


« 


\ 


— 


qos , ‘ o 


put, ‘hat the question be now put, it passed ia 
the negative by 144 votes against 142. . 

Then the Counsel for Mr. Baron Page being 
called in, and the Charge of sir John Cope 
against bim read, the mayor of Banbury, and 
other witnesses, were called in, and examined 
by sir John Cope; after which, the Counsel 
for Mr. Baron Page was heard, and a witness 
examined. 

The Witnesses for sir John Cope declared, 
That Mr. Baron Page being with sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and sir William Codrington in the 
Town-Hall at Banbury, Mr. Baron Page called 
the mayor and two or three of the aldermen 
into another room, and discoursing with them 
ahout a person to be set up at the next elec- 
tion to represent the Corporation, he pruposed 
to them sir William Codrington. That they 
answered, They would be very glad to accept 
one of his recommendation; but added, That 


‘most other corporations made a considerable 


advantage of their elections; and they knew 
no reason why.they should not do it as well as 
their neighbours;. that they wanted to have 
their streets paved, an augmentation to their 
vicarage, and a school to be built; which the. 
Corporation not being able to-do of themselves, 
their stock being very low, they therefore ex- 
pected, that the person who should be chosen 
should be at that expence, which, in all, might 
amount to 500/..or 6002. That thereupon the 
Baron told them, he did not expect such an 
answer; that they knew he had been very kind 
to the Corporation, and had been at a great 
charge, no less than 600/. or 700/. to procure 
them anew charter; that he never intended 
to ask that money of them, and if they would 


and a short time before his death revenged it by 
@ satire, in which are the following lines : 


‘¢ Of heart impure, and impotent of head, 
Tn hist’ry, rhet’ric, ethics, law, unread, = 


-How far unlike such worthies! once a drudge, . 


Froin flound’ring in low cases rose a Judge. 
Form’d to make pleaders laugh, his nonsense 
thunders, ve fe, ; 
And on low juries breathes contagious blunders, 
His brothers blush, because no blush he knows, 
Nor e’er ‘ one uncorrupted finger shows.’ 
See, drunk with pow’r the Circuit-lord express’d ; 
Full in his eyes his betters stand confess’d: , 
Whose wealth, birth, virtue, from a tongue so 


’Scape not provincial vile buffoon abuse. [looge, © 


Still to what circuit is assign’d his name, | Fame. 
There, swift before him, flies the warner— 
Contest stops short, Consent yields ev’ry cause 
To Cost; Delay endures them and withdraws. 
But how ’scape pris’ners? To their traal chain’d, 
All, all shall stand condemn’d who stand ar- 
raign’d, —_ | 
Dire guilt, which élse would detestation cause, 
Prejudg’d with insult wond’rous pity draws. 
But ’scapes ev’n innocence his harsh harangue ? 
Alas !—ev’n Innocence itself must hang ; [sest ; 
Must hang. io please him, when of spleen: pos- 
Must hang to bring forth an abortive jest? << 


LY 


2 
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order a release for it to be drawn up, he would 


readily sign it, which he did accordingly on the 
- 22d of December last. That this was all that 
passed then; but that the Baron came after- 
wards to them, and offered them first 1002. and 
then came up to 500/, 

It being late, the House adjourned the far- 
ther hearing of that matter to the next day. 


' Mr. Baron Page cleared by a Majority of 
four Votes only.| February 14. After the 
farther examining of Witnesses, and hearing of 
Mr. Baron Page’s Counsel, a motion being 
made, and the question put, That it appeared 
to this House, that sir John Cope, bart. had 
made good his Charge against sir Francis Page, 
one of the Barons of his majesty’s Exchequer, it 
was, after a long debate, carried in the nega- 
tive, by 128 votes only against 124. 


Debate in the Commons on the Bill to enable 
the South Sea Company to dispose of their Effects, 
§c.] February 16. The House went into a 
Coinmittee upon a Bill, ‘ To enable the South 
* Sea Company to dispose of the Effects in their 
“bands by way of lottery or subscription, in 
‘ order to pay the debts of the said Company.’ 
Sir Thomas Cross being in the chair, 

Mr. Robert Walpole offered a clause to be 
added to the Bill, ‘To impower the South-Sea 
“Company to dispose of part of their capital 
‘fund, not exceeding 200,000/. per aunuim, to 
' any persons, body politic or corporate, to. 

“enable them to pay their debts,’ 

This clause was very strenuously opposed by 
Mr. Archibald Hutcheson, the lord Morpeth, 

eneral Ross, and Mr. Pulteney ; who suggest- 

ed, That this was but an ingraftment in other 
terms: that the South-Sea Company had de- 
‘sired no such power; but if they bad it, the 
Directors would not fail making use of it, whe- 
ther there was any occasion for it or not. 

Mr. Walpole replied, He perceived, that be- 
cause he had once declared himself in favour 
of an: Ingraftment, every thing he proposed 
since appeared frightful, as though he were in 
the interest of another company, and not in 
that of the South-Sea; but that he took that 


opportunity to declare, that he had no manner | 


- of concern im the Bank, where, for a long time, 
he had not had one penny; whereas he had, 
at this very juncture, a considerable stock in 
the South-Sea Company, and therefore had 
reason to be for the interest of the latter, if he 
considered only his own; hut that in this whole 
affair, he bad the.public good principally in 
view: and although he had been so much re- 
flected on for being for an ingraftment, yet he 

- would undertake to prove to any two unpre- 
judiced gentlemen in that House, as plainly as 
figures could do, that an Ingraftment had been 


for the interest and advantage of the South-Sea 


Company. That as to this clause, he could 
not imagine, why any one concerned in the 
said Company, should be against their having 
as much power as they could, since it was in 
.their choice, whether they would make use’ of 
.jt os not; that.considering the present circum- 


stances of affairs, the lowness of public.credit, 


the parliament’s drawing to an end, and how 


‘many accidents might happen before another 


session, he thought it could not hurt the Com- 
pany to have power from the present parlia- 
ment, to do what they might have occasion to 
apply for to a parliament, when, perhaps, none: 
were sitting. . | 

Hereupon the said Clause was agreed to, - 
the Bill gone through ;—and on the 23d read - 
a third time and passed. 


The Bill for securing the Freedom of Elec- ‘ 
tions rejected by the Lords.) Feb. 13, The’ 
Lords read a second time, the bill, For the 
‘ better securing the Freedom of Elections of 
“ Members to serve for the Commons in Parlia- 
‘ment:’ A motion being made that the said 
bill be committed, the earl of Sunderland en- 


.deavoured to shew the impossibility of several 


clauses in that bill being put in execution, with- 
out exposing the most innocent persons to the 
guilt of perjury. He was answered by lord 
North and Grey, lord Trevor, the bishop of 
Rochester, and the earl of Strafford; but the 
earl of Sunderland replied to them, and was 
supported by the lord Townshend, and the 
duke of Argyle. : (a 

Then the question being put, That the said 
Bill be committed, it was resolved in the nega- 
tive, by 48 voices against 30, | 


Protest on rejecting the said Bill.} Then it 
being moved, That the said Bill be rejected, it - 


was resolved in the affirmative by 57 agains. 


38, viz. 
Content - - 48 . Not-Content 30 
Proxies- - - 9—57 Proxies -- - 8—38 


“¢ Dissentient’ Somerset. | 

“64. Because the methods of corruption 
made use of in elections, and now grown 
to an height beyond the example of preceding 
times, are,-of all others, the greatest blemisu to 
Our constitution, and mniust, if not remedied, 
prove fatal to it; and did therefore chiefly de- 
serve, as they can only admit of,,a parliamen- 
tary cure. - | 

‘¢ 2, Because the Commons, whe are the best 
qualified to judge of the growth of this evil, and 
to point out proper remedies for it, having sent 
up a Bilt complaining of the one, and desiring 
our assistance in the other, it was not, we ap- 
prehend, suitable tu the dignity and wisdom of 
this House to reject such a bill, without enter- 
ing into a free discussion of the particulars of 
which it consisted, and thereby to give an 
handle for reflections without doors, as if we 
had shewn a less degree of zeal against the cor- 
ruptions complained of than those from whose 
elections it sprung; our opinion is, that we 
should rather have taken this favourable oppor- 
tunity of joining our endeavours with theirs, to- 
wards the cure of this evil, than have made 
ourselves liable to objections for refusing to at- 
tempt it, even after such an encouraging step 
taken by the House of Commons. _ ae 

“3. Because a law against corruption, 


‘ 
U 
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though always «lesirable, i> yet particularly 
seasonable and necessary at such a juncture as 
this, when new elections of members are com- 
ing on, and the parliament for which they shall 
(by what methods soever) be chosen, may con- 
tinue for seven years; and, we think, the Lords 
are the more concerned to ubviate the ill conse- 
quences of such a choice, because the Sep- 
tennial-Act, which made so remarkable a 
change in our constitution, had its rise in this 
House. | | 

‘4, Because we are persuaded, that bv the 
terror of the penalties contained in this bill, 
which were to have operated soon after it had 
passed into a law, a mighty check would have 
been given to the growth of corruption, though it 
should not have been absolutely cured; and we 
are confirmed in this opinion by what we heard 
and believe, that while the bill was depending 

in papliament, and the fate of it unknown, the 
impious practices at which it was levelled were 
in some measure suspended ; and should a fur- 
ther stop have been put to corruption’ and 
bribery at the approaching elections, by passing 
this bill, such a. degree of success might have 
given the legislature hopes of an entire sup- 
pression of it. | : 

‘¢ 5, Because supposing this bill to have been 

defective in some reSpects, and uot well ad- 
justed in others to the end designed (a suppo- 
sition made, but not. admitted by us) yet thé 
true way of supplying all these defects, and 
making all proper alterations, would have been 
by committing the bill, and not by rejecting it: 
fh other cases, where a bill of public concern 
is laid aside by the House, they can easily make 
amends for that loss by bringing in a new one, 
which- may more effectually answer the good 
‘ends proposed ; whereas in this case there is 
. either: time sufficient for repeating the at- 
tempt, nor can any bill of this kind be ever be- 
gun in this House with any reasonable prospect 
of success. | 
“6, Because the intention of many chief 
clauses in the bill is to provide for, the more 
effectual execution of laws already made to se- 
cure the freedom of elections, but hitherto 
é¢vaded for want of such provisions; and we 
_ know not that any argument hath been or can 
be used against passing such parts of this bill 
into a law, but what may with equal or greater 
“gtrength be urged for repealing those laws, 
which yet are held sacred and inviolable. 

%¢ 7, Because several oaths are, by laws now in 
being, required to qualify electors, and the oaths 
enjoined by this bill are interided only to 
strengthen the obligations under which stich 
electors do, by the known rules of our consti- 


tation, already lie; nor are these ‘oaths at- 


tended with any new hardship or difficulty, 
Since they relate only to plain matters of fact, 
which are certainly known to the electors 
themselves, and which they will be ready to 
attest with all solemnity, if they are conscious 
of their own innocence; and’ if they are not, 
the legal punishment of perjury to which they 
wre subjected is light, in comparison of the 
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heinous nature of their offence, and the mise 
chievous consequences of it. - 
‘8. Because that part of the bill, which 


forbids the issuing of public money towards in- 
fluencing elections, relates to a method of cor- 


tuption, which, of all others, ought the most . 


carefully to be guarded against, and yet was ad- 
mitted in the debate to have been frequently 
practised; and therefore we cannot but wish, 
that this bill had been passed into a law for the 
sake of that clause, which would have bindered 
what was given for the security of the subjects 
rights, and the safety of the kingdom, from 
being ever employed to the destruction of both: 
An example, if thus set by men in high offices and 
stations, cannot fail of spreadiog its influence 
through all ranks and orders of men, and pro- 
curing impunity and applause for such prac- 
tices, as all true lovers of their country must 
wish,might be universally detested and punished. 

“9, Because we cannot understand how the 
objection made ro this bill (That it removes 
foundations) can, with any colour of reason, be 


supported; on the contrary, we think, that the 


whole design of it 1s to recover our old consti- 
tution, and resettle it on those firm foundations 
from which it has been removed, ever since 
bribery has been made an usual inlet to parlia~ 
ment, and that dangerous trafic has been 
earried on between the electors and the elected, 
which has undermined the virtuous principles, 
and may prove fatal to the liberties of the free 
people of this realm. 

‘+ 10. Because another argument insisted on 
in prejudice of the bill, (That it would give the 
House of Commons greater latitude m deciding 
disputed elections) seems to us to be equally 
groundless; for the penalties intended to be 
enacted by tis bill are to take place oniv upon 
prosecutions in the ordinary courts of jestice, 
and cannot come under the coy: izance. or be 
inflicted by the authority of the Rouse of Come — 
mons; por can the coums below te checked in 
their proceedings on this head by the ceterme 
nations of that House, with which tte methods of 
punishing corruption, prescribed vy this bill, do 
notin the least incertere ; What therefore was al- 
ledged in the debate can by no meus he allowed, 
(That while the Commons are the sote judges of 


| elections, it is in vain to think of restraining 
) the corruption of electors) since the methods 
| here prescribed are such, as either 0,-erate upon 
| the conscience, or will, in the common course 


of law, execute themselves; aud though they 
may be forwarded, yet cannot be frustrated by 


{ the intervention of an House of Commons. 


‘© 11. Because as the passing this bill would 
have been attended with no inconveniencies to 


the public, so great mischiefs may, we appre- 


hend, ensuc upon the rejecting it: ‘Fhe honour 
of this House may suffer on that account, and 
corruption of all sorts, will, we fear, receive 
new life and encouragement: #t being a natter 
of daily and certain observation, that when- 
ever 4 bill is brought mto parliament to redress 
any great disorders in the state, any discounte- 


nance given to such abil will always counte> 
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‘nance and increase buch disondets, and make | 


them less capable of a remedy in succeeding 
times, especially when itjshall be affirmed in the 
debate, that all bills of. this kind do more mis- 
chiet than good; which way of reasoning, 
should it prevail, will effectually prevent all 
future attempts towards curing this ‘great evil, 
and preserving the constitution of parliaments, 
—— (Signed,) Stratford, Kent, -Cowper, 
Tadcaster, Uxbridge, Weston, Foley, 
Bathurst, Fran. Cestriens’, Scarsdale, 
Bristol, Litchfield, Maynard, | Boyle, 
Compton, Trevor, North and Grey, 
Salisbury, Guilford, Craven, Montjoy, 
Aylesford, Masham, Fr. Roffen’, Bing- 
ley, Aberdeen.” 


The said Protest erpungéd.] In the course 
of this debate tie earl of Sunderland having 
- suggested, That it had been a common thing in 
former reigns for tuney to bé issued out of the 
Treasury, and even remitted from France, for 
promoting the election of petsons in the court 
interest. This suggestion was ‘the reason of 
inserting in the said Protest these Expressions, 
‘ That the issuing of public money towatds the 
‘ influencing elections, related to a method of 
€ corruption, which, of all others, ought, the 
¢ most carefully, to be guarded against, and yet 
© was admitted, in the debate, to have been 
* frequently practised.’ On the 19th, 

The Earl of Sunderland took from thence 
occasion to represent, That every member of 
vhat illustrious assembly, had, indeed, a right to 
dissent from, and protest against any Bill de- 
pending, or any Resolution taken in the House; 
but that it was an intolerable abuse t» wrest any 


man’s words, and put false-constructions upon | 


them, as had been done in an instance relating 
to himself: that he durst appeal to any lord in 
the House, that was not a Protester, whether, 
in the debate about the Bill above-mentioned, 
he Said, or intimated, that the issuing public 
money for elections had ever been practised in 
this reign ; for what be meant, was only in king 
Charles’s and king James’s time. His lordship 
addev, that the business of Protests was tma- 
naged now after another manner than formerly ; 
for, at present, it was grown customary to pro- 
test even against bills that were passed into a 
law, and to get them printed, and handed about 
in coffee-houses, and sent all over the kingdom, 
to inflame the minds of the people against the 
administration; and therefore be thought it 
high time to have the method ef Protesting re- 
gulated. 

. This speech was answered by the earl Cow- 
per, who was backed by the lord North and 
Grey, lord bishop of Rochester, lord Bathurst, 
earl of Strafford, and earl of Aylesford; but 
they were replied to by the earl of Sunderland, 
duke of Wharton, lord Townshend, duke of 
Argyle, lord Carteret, lord Harcourt, and the 
duke of Newcastk, which last moved, fer 
taking into consideration the Protestation en- 
tered in the Journal of this House the 13th in- 
stant, against rejecting ‘the Bill, ‘ For securing 


¢ 


waafor securing the Freetlom of Rlections. [970 
¢ the Freedom of Elections of Meth bers to serve 


‘for the Commons in Parliament ;’ and the 
several Reasons for the said Protestation: being 
read, after debate the Question was put, Whe- 
ther the entire entry of the Reasons for the 
said Protestatiun on the 13th instant, shall be 
expunged, it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Content 55, Not-Content 22. , 2 _ 


Protest against expunging the said Protest.} 
Upon which the following Protest was entered 
on the Journals : 


‘‘ Dissentient’ | > 
1.. “ Because we are of opinion, that the 
reasons expunged were, both as to the matter 


j and form of them, agreeable to precedents in 


former parliaments, stil refhainifg on the ~ 
Journals, uncensared by the House. 

Q. “ Because we were very desirous that the’ 
arguments, contained in those reasons, against 
bribery and corruption in elections, and our 


zeal for obtaining such remedies ‘as were pro- 


posed by the Commons themselves, might ap- 
pear to posterity as fully and particularly as 
possible. 

3. “ Because as the practice of expunging 
reasons is not ancient, so the method taken’ 
upon this occasion, of expusging many reasons 
ef various kinds by one general question, ts (we 
conceive) unreagonabie in itself, and is coun- 
tenanced but by one precedent on our books. 
——( Signed, )W. Ebor’, Cowper, Fr. Roffen’, 

Uxbridge, Aylesford, Boyle, North and 
Grey, Stratford, Aberdeen, Bathurst, 

‘ Bingley, Fra. Cestriens’, Foley, Ash- 
burnham, Litchfield, Weston, Montjoy, 
Bristol, Guilfurd, Compton, Maynard.” 


Protest against adjourning the Considera- 
tion of the Nuvy-Debt.] Then the order of the 
day for the Hous to be in a committee again, 
to take into farther consideration the Causes of 
contracting so large a Navy-Debt, being read, 
the question was put, That the House be put 
into a committee again, to take into farther 
Consideration the Causes of contracting so large 
a Navy-Debt, on this day three weeks; it was. 
resolved in the affirmative : 


«“ Dissentient’ _ | . 
1. “ Because the putting off the farther con- 
sideration of the causes of the Navy-Debt, to 
so distant a day, after ‘so long an adjournment 
of the same matter already had, 1s, as we con- 
ceive, not only a discouragement and delay, 
but, as the session mav happen to end, will to- 
tally prevent, at least during this session, that 
inquiry, which, as we apprehend, would greatly 
have tended to the public good, in hindering so 
large a Navy-Debt from being contracted for _ 
the future. , | 
9. * Although the said inquiry has been & 
great while depending, yet a very few days, a8 
appears by the Joarnal, have been allowed for 
it, and one of those was employed in reviewing 
two questions, which were at first kept from 
being put, by previous que-tiuns ; and there- 
fore, we conceive, & few days more ought not 
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40 have been denied, on the looking into a mat-~ been made abroad, and old ones fit to serve, 


ter of so very great importance to the public. 

3. “6 We apprehend, that all matters pro- 
_ perly brought betore either House of Pariia- 
ment, especially inquiries into mismanagements 
of the public business, ought, if the time will 
allow it, to be freely and fully discussed and 
determined one way or other, and ought not 
to be kept off from coming to any determina- 
tion, by one long adjournment after another, 
til] the session be ended. 

4. ** Because it was alledged in the debate, 

as a Reason against so long an adjournment, 
That the subject-matter of the inquiry was not 
near exhausted; and that the points already 
considered and determined had no relation to 
_ those proposed to be considered in the farther 
inquiry ; and consequently the determination 
of the former could in no degree prejudice the 
latter, or make the going upon them needless 
or improper : and to evince this, several of the 
particulars designed to have been proceeded 
upon were specified ; as, 
“That it appeared by extracts of several 
letters on the table, especially by a letter from 
the Navy-Board, dated the 13th of Feb. 1701, 
that the practice of turning over companies, or 
part of companies, from one ship to another, 
_ .without their officers, was a charge to the crown, 
by confounding accounts, and otherwise, as 
well as disgustful to the seamen. 

“‘ That by other papers before the House, it 
appeared, that several squadrons have gone out 
of late without muster-masters, whose office 
and duty it is to detect frauds in pay, and on 
the head of victualling. 

“That in the year 1720, 2,201 men were 
employed in the yards more than in the year 
1714, and 2,627 men. more than in the year 
1698, and that the wages of those men have 
of late been. greatly increased; both which, 
for aught appeared to us, arean unaccountable 
increase of that charge to the public. 

“« That since the year 1714, many new cap- 
tains and lieutenants had been made, while 
great numbers have been kept in half-pay and 
uneniployed, besides those created on vacancies 


which happened while the ships were abroad, 


and by that means an unnecessary charge has 
been continued on the public, and the elder 
officers disobliged. 

‘“‘ That without any order or establishment 
by his majesty in council, pay has been allow- 
ed, contrary to the usage of the navy, to flag- 
officers at home during the winter, on pretence 
of their making a journey or two to see their 
Squadrons equipped. 

“ That without such order or establishment 
of his majesty in council, captains and com- 
manders of small numbers of ships have been 
paid as rear-admirals, on pretence of having 
captains under them; and in but one instance, 
- that we could observe, a reason given why they 
had captains under them, unless it was to co- 
lour their having such pay. 

‘* And we are well assured, that, on farther 


inquiry, it will appear that new lieutenants have 


| sent home to be put in half-pay. 


“ That flags have been paid io double and 


treble capacities. That flags and other officers ~ 


have been paid as in higher stations than those 
they served in. That two or three flags of the 
same sort have been paid at the same time. 
That retrospections of pay have been allowed 
to flag and other officers, | 

“¢ Ail which heing against the ancient ceco- 
nomy of the navy, and wasteful of the public 
treasure, we think, should have been inquired 
into without loss of time. 

‘These Mismanagements, as we take them 
to be, and others, which might have appeared 
on farther consideration of this matter, contri- 
buting, as we apprehend, to waste the public 
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treasure, must necessarily have been in a great | 


degree, an occasion of contracting so large a 
Navy-Debt; and therefore we are of opinion, 
that one or more farther days, which would 
probably have fallen within this session, should 
have been appointed for the taking them into 
consideration; which not being done, we the 
rather enter this Protest, with our reasons, as 
what, we hope, may give an occasion to the re- 
suming the thoughts of this matter in another 
session of parliament. (Signed, ) W. Ebor’, 
Montjoy, Fr. Roffen’, Bingley, Ux- 
bridge, Strafford, Boyle, Fran. Ces- 
triens’, Aberdeen, Foley, Bristol, Guil- 

~ ford, Compton, Bathurst, Cowper, Ash- 

‘ burnham, Aylesford, North and Grey.” 


Debate in the Lords on the National Debt.) 
Feb. 20. The Lords took into consideration the 
National-Debt, and Earl Cowper took notice, 
how much the same had been encreased for se- 
veral years past, as appeared by the state of the 
public debt, extracted from the books of the 
treasury, and this without any visible occasion, 
since every thing that had been asked of the 
parliament, had been readily granted and pro- 
vided for, every one of those years; and there- 
fore his lordship moved, ‘‘ That it appears by 


the state of the Public Debt before this House, 


that the same(exclusive of the debt of the navy) 
is increased between the 31st of December 
1717, and the 31st of December 1720, at least 
the sum of 2,300,000/. notwithstanding that 
the sinking fund has produced within that time 
1,910,385/. 14s. 63d.” This motion was se- 
conded by the lord Bathurst, and supported by 
the lords Bingley, Trevor, and North and 
Grey: but they were all strenuously opposed 
by the lord Carteret, and Townshend, the earl 
of Ilay, the earl of Sunderland, the bishop of 
Sarum, and the earl of Scarborough, so that the 
question being put upon the said motion, it 


was carried in the negative by 50 voices, ° 


against £3. 


Protests on that occasion. } 
‘« Dissentient’ 8 
‘“‘ Because the question consisted wholly of 
matters of fact, which were exactly agreeable 
to a paper laid before the House by the proper 
officer on the Address of this House; and as it 
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‘the negative. 


is not reasonable to be presumed, that the off- 
cers of the crown would state the debt higher 
than it really was, so we cannot but think that 
nothing was alledged in the debate that made 
it appear the debt was less than stated in the 
question; but on the contrary, had the exact 
quantum of the debt been material to have 


-been inquired into on this occasion, it was evi- 


dent to us, even from a memorandum at the 
bottom of the same paper, that the debt was, 
in reality, much higher the 31st of December, 
1720, than stated in the question.* 
(Signed) W. Ebor’, Bristol, Bathurst, 
Montjoy, Compton, Boyle, Strafford, 
Guilford, Aberdeen, Weston, Litchfield, 
Fr. Roffen’, Cowper, North and Grey, 
Fran. Cestriens’, Fcley, Uxbridge, Ash- 
burnham.” | 


The same day a‘motion was made, “ That 
the lessening the Public Debt annually, by all 


proper methods, is necessary to the restoring 
And a 


and preserving the Public Credit.” 
question being stated thereupon, after debate, 
the previous question was put, whether the said 
question shall be now put? It was resolved in 


“ Dissentient’ 
“4. Because as the main question is unde- 
niably true, and seems to us admitted to be 
so, by its being prevented to be put by the pre- 


“vious question, so we think it would have been 


highly expedient and useful to the public to 
have had it put and voted in the attirmative, 
that by the declared opinion of this House 
(which must always be of the greatest autho- 
rity) those, who are more immediately con- 
cerned to take care of the Public Credit, might 
not rely on vain and deceitful projects for re- 
storing and preserving the credit of the nation, 
but apply themselves seriously and diligently 
to bring about the only effectual means of do- 
ing it. : 

‘© 2. Although so clear and evident a truth, 
as is contained in the main question, cannot 
when proposed but obtain the consent of all, 
especially of such as are qualified to be in great 
stations, yet at this juncture, when the public 
is under such great necessities from the unex- 
ampled preSsure of debts, and when all other 
remedies hitherto attempted have proved inef- 
fectual, if not mischievous, we cannot but con- 
ceive it was extremely proper, and must have 
greatly conduced to the restoring and preserv- 
ing the Public Credit, to have quickened the 
endeavours for that purpose of all in the public 
service, by so bigh an authority as a resolution 
of this House, not only pointing out to them 
the way they should take towards that good 
end, but intimating also, that as far as is possi- 
ble to be attained, the doing so would be ex- 
pected from them. ; 

‘¢ And therefore we conceive, the main ques- 
tion should have been put and voted (as we 


* This Protest was expuoged by order of the 
Srd of March following. . As 


« i. ae 
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think it must have been, had it been put) in the 
affirmative. (Signed) W. Ebor’, Strafford, 
Cowper,Ashburnham, Weston, Bathurst, 

North and Grey, Compton, Fra. Roffen’, 

. Boyle, Uxbridge, Foley, Bristol, Aber- 

deen, Guilford, Litchfield, Fra. Cese 


triens’.” 


Debate on a Motion for limiting the Time 
The 
earl of Sunderland took notice, That the privi- 
lege of entering Protests, had of late been so 
much abused, that, in his opinion, some re- 
straint ought to be put to it, by limiting the 
time for entering Protestations, upon asking 
leave of the House, which was never denied : 
and therefore he moved, “ That such Lords as 
shall enter their Protestations with Reasons, 
shall do the same before two o’clock the next 
sitting day, and sign them before the House 
rises.” This was opposed by lord Cowper, 
who alledged, That the time being so short, 
and very tew lords coming so early, such an 
Order would, in efect, put an end to all pro- 
testing, which was an ancient privilege of that 
House. The bishop of Rochester added, That 
if Protests were limited to so short a time, this 
was, at least, the way to have them crude and © 
undipested ; and he thought it unbecoming the 
dignity of that august assembly to have any ~ 
thing entered upon their Journals, which were 
recoras for after-ages, before it had been duly 
considered on and well digested. Ie was sup- 
ported by the lords Bathurst, North and Grey 
and Trevor: but they were opposed by the 
lords Townshend and Ons'ow, the earl of Sun- 
derland and the bishop-.of Peterborough, the 
duke of Argyle and the lord Carteret; and 
the question being put upon the said motion, - 
it was resolved in the affirmative by 48 voices 
against 18; and an Order was made, pursuant 
to the said Itesolution. Then a motion was 
tnade, That the said Order be made a Stand- . 
ing Order of the House, &c. but the debate on 
that motion was adjourned to the 3rd of 
Klarch, when all the lords were ordered to be 
summoned. | 


. Protest against passing a Bill relating torun- 

ning of Goods.| March 2. The Lords read a 
second time an ingrossed bill from the Commons, 
‘ To prevent the clandestine running of Goods,” 
&c. And the question being put, whether the 
bill do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative, 
by 36 against 19. - 3 


- & Dissentient’ ; 

‘1. Because we are very sensible of the ill 
consequences that attend the pernicious prac 
tice of running of goods; and therefore’ wish 
some reasonable, proper and effectual method © 
(which we do not take this Bill to be) might 
have been set on fvot to prevent it. ° 

‘2, Because the making the alteration, by 
a former bill, from ships of 15 tun to those of 
30, has not proved of any advantage, as we 
apprehend, since it has been admitted that the 
customs have fallen since; and we find pe 


t 


! 
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ground ta hope, that the farther, rajsing the | 


prohibition to ships af 40 tun, as ig done by 
this bill, will be effectual; but, we think, there 
-js reason to fear that it may be a great preju- 
dice to the coasting-trade in particular, since 


.. the owners of such vessels are thereby sub-. 


a 


; jected to the heavy penalty of losing their 


ships, when possibly they may be entirely in- 
nocent themselves, and the fault may be com- 
mitted Gnly through the folly or knavery of the 
sailors, which will discourage the lending small 
vessels to thase who trade in them, by which 
a great part of the coast-trade is at present 
carried on. 

‘¢ 3. Because the penalty of banishment in 
the bill seems, in some cases, to be annexed to 
a very small offence: we do not think it too 
great for any one who shall be taken with 
goods of any considerable value, and with a 
manifest intent to defraud ‘his majesty of his 
customs; but as the bill is worded, it will, as 
we conceive, extend to any gentleman, if 
armed, returning from his travels, who has 
about him knowingly the least trifle that has 
not been entered and paid duty, though he has 
not the least design to defraud the king of his 
customs, or thinks he is transgressing any law 
whatsoever; and we. du not thmk fit to de- 
pens that so severe a law may not, in such 
hard cases, be sometimes executed with rigour. 

“4, Beeause it was endeavoured, but with- 
out success, at the Committee, to have ex- 
cepted the barges of noblemen and of the lord 
mayor and companies of the city of London, 
which cannot be supposed to be used (and the 
great barges of state belonging to the city can- 
not be used) in the running of goods; and 
therefore, we conceive, the making it necessary 
for the nobility, or the lord mayor and com- 

~ panies to apply to the admiralty, for a licence 
to use their own barges on the river Thames, 
or lay aside the use’ of them for want of such 
licences, which cannot be obtained with- 
out giving such a security as will bind and in- 
cumber the real estates of the obligers, to be 
not only a great and unnecessary indignity, but 
also an invasion of property, especially in the 
.case of the barges belonging to the city of 
London, which city has.an ancient right to the 
conservation of the river .Thames, and as high 
an interest in it as is possible to be had in any 
navigable river and therefore we think it ab- 
surd, as well as injurious to property, to com- 
pel the great officers and companies of that 
city to ask and give security for a licence to 
navigate or pass on that part of the Thames, 
which may not improperly be called their own 


; river e 


«5. It seems to us partial and unjust, that 
the prohibition of barges and other vessels de- 
scribed.in the bill, should extend only te the 
counties for that purpose named ip the bill, 
and not to other maritime counties, especially 
such as are most infamous for running goods ; 
where, though the vessels described may not as 
yet be so much ia use as in the counties numed, 
yet will undoubtedly be more used ia other 


counties not named, when they can no longer 
ke kept in the counties or places the bill ex- 
tendsto; and, we concewe, laws should not 
make a albert where there is no difference 
in reason, on a dependance that it may be sup- 
plied by a new law another opportunity. 

‘6. Because the time allowed by the bill 
(viz. to the 25th of this instant March) either 
to dispose of the barges and other prohibited 
vessels, or obtain licences for the keeping, is 
much too short, as we conceive, and will prove 
the accasion uf more hardships being done than 
can possibly be foreseen.——/Signed) Scars- 

dale, Montjoy, Bristol, Litchteld, Wes- 

ton, Fra. Roffen’, St. Joha de Bletsoe, - 

Aberdeen, Foley, North and Grey, 

Guilford, Uxbridge, Craven, Boyle, 

Strafford, Compton, Bathurst, Cowper, 
, Masham.” a 


A New Standing Order coneerning the en- 
tering Protests.| March 3. The Lerds, ac- 
cording to order, proceeded to take into consi- 
deration the motion for making the Order, 
That such Lords as shall enter their Protesta- 
tions with Reasons, shall do the same befure 
two o'clock the next sitting day, and sign them 
before the House rises, a Standing Order of the 
House, and that the same be entered on the 
roll of Standing Orders, instead of the Order of 
the 5th of March, 1641. 


Protest dgainst tt.] And the said Order 
being read, a‘ter debate, the question was put 
thereypon, and resolved in the affirmative. 


s¢ Dissentient’ a 

1: © For that the Standing Order, in relation 
to the time of entering Protestations, was nade 
above 80 years since, and was restrictive of aa 
ancient right;. and yet in all that time, til} 


‘now, has never been thought not to have re- 


strained that right enough ; but on the con+ 
trary, whenever longer time, than is allowed by 
that Order, has been asked, as ithas been done 
in innumerable instances, it was never once 
denied, as we helieve; which shews that the 
constant opinion of this House has hitherto 
been, that the restraint brought ypon that an- 
cient right of the Lords, by that old Order, hag 
been rather too much than too little. 

2, “ The abridging this night of protesting 
with reasons yet more, will necessarily cuuse 
the reasons to be penned with less aceuracy, 
and probably longer than they would have 
been, -had more time been alleawed; which, 
though it may gratify those who differ in opi- 
nion from the protesters, yet will hurt the ho- 
nour of the House, as we conceive, and the 
dignity of the records thereof; far we can’ by 
no means allow, that as much time should no¢ 
be afforded to word the Lords’ Reasgus, which 
are to be entered on the Journals, as would be 
necessary to the wording of a pamphlet de- 
signed to be printed aad published. | 

3. ‘* Because we conceive, that if this far- 
ther restraint does apt render the protesting 
quite impracticable, yet it must prove yery in- 


\ 


i 


‘ 
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“right of protesting .with Reasons, may open a 


' Qrder more inconvenient than appears at first 


~ our fears, lest these restrictions, though not 


~ 


commodious. and troublesome to the Lords 
whe would make use of that their undoubted 


sight; for if a debate should take up any long 


time, as most debates of consequence shauld 
do, the intermediate time allowed is, in our 
opinion, not sufficient for Lords, who design to 
protest, to meet and bring their several reasons 
together, and afterwards express them with 
that clearness, and so ynexceptionably as they 
bught to do; and besides, get them airly and 
correctly entered upan the Journal: So that, 
in our opinion, they must very often be either 
excluded from entering and signing their Ren- 
sons, or endure a great deal of hardship and 
mconvenience, by denying themselves the usual 
rest and refreshments (as is very obvious with- 
out farther explanation) and be obliged to come 
long befere their ordinary duty of attending the 
business of the House requires; so that, we 
coneeive, this new restraint will either hinder 
protesting with Reasons, or amount to akind of 
punishment on. those Lords, who shall make 
use of their ancient and undoubted right of 
protesting. 

4. ‘There seems to us the less reason 
for this. step, because if the liberty of entering 
Protestations with Reasons be in any degree 
abused, the House can, and does, order them, 
or such parts of them, as can be reasonably 
objected to, to be expunged; and this observa- 
tion is yet stronger, for that of late precedents 
have been made of expunging a great number 


of Reasons, and of a various nature, by one ge-. 


neral question; which is a very expeditious 
remedy for any abuse that can happen. 

5. “Ifever there should be a time, when 
the utmost candour and fairness is less in use 
than at present, this new. restriction on the 


gap to many. artifices and unfair practices in 
prejudice of that right; clerks may come later 
than. usual, pretend other business, or write 
slower, or use other shifts to avoid perfecting 
the entry of the Reasons till after the time al- 
lowed, especially if they shall, think,. though 
falsely, they. gratify a majority of the House by 


so doing, which will make them at least hope |. 


for impunity; or if not so disposed, they’ may 
be, on the other hand, induced (and not unrea- 
sonably) to write faster and more loosely than 
will become the Journal of this House, that the 
entry may be finished within the time limited. 
We do not pretend to enumerate all the ways 
of making this alteration of the old Standing 


. “ We do not think the right of entering 
Protestations with Reasons has been of late 
abused, so as to give occasion for this new re- 
striction, though it may have been used of late 


sight, but only specify these few. | 
6 


more frequently than formerly ;, for which, ac- |. 


cording to our opinions, there hath been very 


progr cccesons given; and. since we cannot | 


ut think the right of protesting with-neasons a 
valuable and useful privilege, we must confess. 


now intended so, should end at length in a-total 
Vou. Vil.” an ce 


an 
hn? 


extinction of that right—~—(Siyned,) W. 

.-° Ebor’, Uxbridge, North aud - Grey, 
Boyle, Litchfield, St. John de Bletsoe, 
Strafford, Bathurst, Trevor, Aberdeen, 
Fr. Roffen’, Fran. Cestriens’, Cowper, 
Bristol, Foley, Weston.”’ 


Protest against expunging Part ef the Pro- 
test of the 19th of February, about the Nuog 
Debt.] Then the Order was read for taking 
into consideration, the Protests entered on the 
Journal of this House, onthe 19th and 20th 
days of February last, attd the several Reasons 
in the Protest entered the 19th of February 


last, against putting off the farther considera- 


tions of the causes of contracting so large 


a Navy Debt, for three weeks, being read, it - 


was proposed, * That from the word [speci- 


fied] in the tenth line of the fourth Reason, to — 
the 1d of the sdid Protest, [see p. 970] betex- - ~ 


punged.” And it being moved to adjourn, the 
question was put, Whether this House shall 
be now adjourned till Monday morning next? 
it was resolved in the negative. 
Then the question was put, Whether all that 
is contained in the sdid Protest after the Word 
‘ specified’ in’ the tenth lire of the fourth Rea- 
son, shall be expunged? It was resolved in the 


affirmative, by 45 against 18. aa 


“ Dissentient’ | , 

‘¢ Because when we were giving reasons 
against putting off the farther consideration of 
the causes of the Navy-Debt by long adjourn- 
ments, probably for the whole session, as we 
thought no reason could be more proper than 
that the subject-matter of that inquiry was not 
exhausted, but that very much. material busi- 
ness remained to be considered on that head ; 


ing that general assertion, with an enumeration 
of the particular matters which yet did remain 
to be inquired into, as well such as arose from 
papers already before the House, as others 
which, we were well assured would arise in the 


designed to be called for) did make the said 


shewing it was well founded upon particulars ; 
and although the House has not thought fit to 
permit the said enumeration of particulars to 
stand on the Journal, yet, we conceive, we 
have attained this advantege, by having en- 
tered them, that it cannot be objected to us 
now, that we generally affirmed more business 


‘of consequence remained for that committee to 


do, without being able to instance or specify 
what in particular. (Signed) W.Ebor’, Ux- 
bridge, Strafford, Aberdeen, Fr. Roften’, 
‘Fran. Cestrien’, Bathurst, Litchfield, 
Foley, Cowper, North and Grey, Trevor, 
~ Boyle, Bristol, St. John de Bletsho.” 


Protest against expunging the Protest of the 
20th of Feb. relating to the National-Debt.} 
Then the Reason for the Protest entered the 


20th of Feb. last, on consideration of the 
State of the National Debt, being read, afien 


sR 


\ 


so we did, and do yet conceive, that the follow- ~ 


farther progress of that business (from papers» 


general argument, which standsexpunged, more ~ 
‘strong, as well as more fair and candid, by | 


\ 
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Debate the question was put, whether the entire 
Reason for thesaid Protest shall be expunged ? 
It was resolved in the affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“¢ Because, we conceive, there is no instance 
of expunging the Reasons of a Protest, unless 
they were thought to contain something inde- 
cent to the House, or alledged matters of fact 
that were false; the first is not presumed in 
this present case: and as to the second, the 
matter depending upon figures, there can be no 


- dispute, but upon the method of calculation ; 


and if the Lords who signed the Protest did 
choose to follow the method observed by the 


Officers of the Exchequer, rather than any 


other, we do not conceive their Reasons, founded 
on such authority, deserved to be expunged ; 
neither do we think the said Lords were obliged 
to make deductions from the Exchequer ac- 
count, which was laid before the’ House, 
without making the proper additions at the same 
time; for it must be agreed, that if the Debt 
stated in 1717, was but 47,800,000/.; and in 
the year 1720, above fifty millions,the bringing 


the annuities into the South-Sea Company may 


occasion an increase of about two millions and 
a half; and the Army‘Debentures not yet 
brought to account, are estimated at about 
half a million more ; and the Debt of the Navy 
is near two millions ; so the whole appears to 
be about fifty-five millions, and the increase of 
the National Debt (since it was stated in 1717) 
night therefore be reckoned about seven mil- 
lions ; and deducting the million of Exche- 


 quer-Bills lent to the South-Sea Company, the 


real increase of the National Debt, above what 
it was stated at in the year 1717, appears to us, 
at this time, about six millions ; but as the 
Reasons were founded on the account laid 


’ before the House, which kept in the million of 


Exchequer-Bills as a Debt, and excluded all 
the other articles, we-conceive they ought not 


' to have been expunged, since the under-reck- 


oning the Debt was not the objection made 

against them. (Signed) Fran. Cestriens’, 
Bathurst, Foley, Cowper, Strafford, St. 
John de Bletsho, North and Grey, 
Litchfield, Boyle, Guilford, Fr. Roffen’, 
Uxbridge, Weston, Aberdeen, Bristol, 
Trevor.” 


Protest against expunging the Protest of the 
17th Jan. against the Quakers’ Bill.]. March 
5. The Order was read for taking into consi- 
deration the Protest entered in the Journal of 
the 17th of Jan. [See p. age on rejecting the 
Petition from the London Clergy against the 
Quakers’ Bill ; and the several Reasons for the 


said Protest being read, after debate, the ques- 


tion being put, that the entire Entry of the 
Reasons, for the said Protest, be expunged ; it 
was resolved in the affirmative, by 54 voices 
against 18. 


, © Dissentient’ 
“‘ Because former Reasons entered against 
some late Resolutions for expunging do, as we 
conceive, equally extend to justify our dissent 


to this Resolution ; and therefore, to avoid.re- 
petition we refer to those Reasons, with this. 
farther, That we do not find, and believe there 
is not any precedent, wherein Reasons for a 
Protestation have been’ taken into considera- 
tion by the House so long after they were en- 
tered, as in the present case; and the incon- 
veniencies of doing so are, in our opinion, very 
manifest. (Signed, ) Strafford, F. Roffen’, 
Boyle, North and Grey, St. Jobn de 
Bletsho, Fran. Cestriens’, Craven, Aber- 
deen, Uxbridge, Mountjoy, Cowper. 
Bathurst, Guilford, Litchfield, Foley.” 


The Speaker's Speech to the King on present~- 
ing the Money Bill.| March 7. The King 
went to the House of Peers with the usual state 
and solemnity, and the Commons attending, 
their Speaker, upon presenting the Money- 
Bill, made the following Speech to his Mar 
jesty, viz. ; 


“© Most gracious Sovereign ; | 

“ This is the seventh year in which your mae 
jesty’s faithful Commons, without burthening 
your people with any new or unusual taxes, 
have readily and cheerfully granted to your 
majesty the necessary Supplies, not only for 
carrying on the ordinary expences of the go- 
vernment, but for maintaining the honour and 
dignity of the crown; and, at the same time, 
they have omitted no opportunity of easing 
the public incumbrancets, and of putting the 
National Debt into a method of payment; for 
no sooner had your majesty, by the vigilance 
of your councils, and the success of your arms, 
restored and secured the public peace and 
tranquillity, but your Commons immediately 
found means to reduce the Interest of the Nae 
tional Debt, and thereby set apart a Fund, 
which, by a farther reduction of interest since 
made by, your Commons, will, in a few years, 
be considerably increased, and the payment of 
the principal become practicable; and from 
which your majesty’s trading subjects have al- 
ready reaped this immediate benefit, that your 
Commons have been enabled, during this 
session, without endangering the security of 
any parliamentary engagements, to take off 
sueh duties as were found by experience to be 
most prejudicial to the trade and manufactures 
of your kingdoms. And as your Commons 
were apprehensive, that the Debt of the Navy 
was rising to such an height, as would, if ‘nut 
tamely prevented, necessarily affect and depre- 
ciate all othe# ‘public credit, and which would 
ineyitably increase the charge and expence of 
the current service; they have therefore un- 
animously agreed on such methods of dischar, 
ing so much of that Debt, as will effectually 
peve the mischiefs they apprehend, and can 

no ways burthensome to their fellow- 
subjects. 

Thus have your Commons fully and happily 
completed every thing which your majesty 
was graciously pleased to recommend to thera 
at the beginning of this session; and whenever 
your majesty, in yous royal wisdom, shall agani 


e 


/ 
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-year, and the making a provision for the dis- 
charge of so considerable a part of the Debt. 
of the Navy, isa farther proof of your affection 
to me, and your regard for the public ; and 
doing it in a manner so little burthensome tg 
my people gives me the greatest satisfaction. 
- . & My Lords and Gentlemen ; | 

“ T cannot in justice part’ with this_parlia- 
ment,. without returning you my sincerest 
thanks, for your steady and resolute adherence 
to my person and government, and to the in- 
terest of the Protestant Cause, both at home 
and abroad. The enemies of our happy con- 
stitution have given the strongest and most ho~ 
nourable testimony of your behaviour in these « 
particulars, by the implacable malice which 
they have, upon all occasions, expressed against, 
you. a 

‘¢ You must all be sensible, that they are, 
at this juncture.reviving, with the greatest in- 
dustry, the same wicked arts of calumny and 
defamation, which have been the constant pre- 
ludes to public troubles and disorders; and 
such is their infatuation, that they flatter them- 
selves the grossest misrepresentations will turn 
to their advantage, and give them an oppor- 
tunity of recommending themselves to the 
favour and good opinion of my people; but I 
have so just a cenfidence in the affection of my — 
subjects, and in their regard for theirown wel- 
fare, that I am persuaded they will not suffer 
themselves to be thus imposed upon, and he- 
_trayed into their own destruction. Se 

‘“‘ For my part, as the preservation of the 
constitution in church and state shall always 
be mycare,I am firmly determined to con- — 
tinue to countenance such as have manifested 
their zeal for the~ present establishment, - and - 
have the religious and civil rights of all my 
subjects truly at heart ; and I question not but 
that behaviour, which has justly recommended 
them to me, will effectually secure to them the 
good will of allthat are well affected to my 
government; and will convince the world, 
that the expectations of those are very ill 
grounded, who hope to prevail with a Protes- 
tant free people, to give up their religion and 
liberties into the hands of such as are enenties 
to both.” , 


The Parliament dissolved.]| And then the . 
Lord Chancellor, by his majesty’s command, 

rorogued the Parliament to the 15th of - 

arch 1722, but on the 10th of the same 
mopth.a Proclamation was issued for the Dis- 
solution of this Parliament, and the Calling 
another. . 


Principat OccuRRENCES FROM THE Drsso- 
LUTION,OF THE OLD TO THE MEETING OF THE 
New PartraMent—Death of the Earl of 
Sunderdand and the Duke of Marlborough.— , 
Progress of the Elections.—A Plot discovered . 
-—Bishop. Atterbury and several other Pere - 
sons taken up.— Meeting of the New Par- 
liument.]* Soon afcer the dissolution of the 
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think it’ proper to meet your people in parlia- 
ment, may they imitate your present House of 

mmons in our duty and affection to your 
majesty, in our steadiness and resolution to 
Support your government ; may they continue, 
with tike application and diligence, to extend 
trade and commerce, the true and natural 
source of:wealth and plenty in these kingdoms; { 
and we should think ourselves happy, if even 
our mistakes might be of service to your ma- 
jesty, by being a warning to those that come 
after us: and that when the wisdom of your 
majesty’s councils, and the steadiness of your 
administration, shall have restored credit to its 
former flourishing condition, they may not grow 
wanton with too much proéperity, but may 
proceed with such caution and prudence in 
their endeavours to lessen the National Debt, 
- as may put it out of the power of any set of 
men to produce misery and distress, from what 
shall be proposed for the ease and benefit of 
your people: and that, by the blessing and 
assistance of Divine Providence, they may s0 
effectually unite the affections of .your people, 
and firmly establish your majesty’s throne, 
‘That the Scepter may not depart from your 
¢ Royal House, nor a Lawgiver from between 
¢ your Feet!’ That the ancient legal consti- 
tution of this kingdom, in King, Lords and 
Commons, may be perpetuated in your ma- 
jesty ‘and your Royal Posterity, till time shall 
be nomore. — : 

‘Your majesty having been, at Wifferent 
times, in the course of this session, graciously 
pleased.to accept such Supplies, as your Com- 
mons offered to your majesty for the Service of 
this year, they do now humbly pray your ma- 
jesty’s like gracious acceptance of a Bill they 
have prepared for discharging the Debt of the 
‘Navy, ‘intitled, ‘An Act for paying off and 
‘ coe one. Million of Exchequer Bills, 
é Cc.’ ” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Seventh 
and last Session of the Fifth Parliament of Great 
Britain,| ‘After this, the King gave the royal 
assent te several publicand private Bills. Then 
the Lord Chancellor, by his majesty’s command, 
delivered the following Speech to both Houses: 


«¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ;. 
¢ You could not have given me a more ac- 
ceptable instance of your-zeal and affection, 
than by dispatching, with so much unanimity, 
the several particulars I recommended to you at | ° 
the beginning of this session, for the ease and 
advantage of my people. 
' & The many and great encouragements you 
have given to ow trade and manufactures, and 
the provision you have made for our being sup- 
plied with naval stores from our own planta- 
tions, will, I make no doubt, excite the indus- 
try of my subjects, employ a-greater number of 
the poor, increase our navigation, and be a 
considerable addition to the riches and strength‘ 
of this nation. eS 
6 Gentlemen of the Housg of Commons ; 
“The raising the current Supplies of the 
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rliament, died Charles Spencer, earlof Sun- 
Jerlend, whose abilities as @ minister were in- 
disputable, but who exposed himself to great 
edium by the violence of his temper, and the 
ghare he was thought to have had in the South- 
Sea scheme ; and io the latter part of his life 
it ts thought, upon guod grounds, that he had 
entered into correspondencies and designs, 
which would haye been fatal to himself, or to 
the public—Hjs death was followed in less 
thana month by that of his father in law the 
duke of Marlborough. He was interred the 
9th of August, with great funeral pomp, in 
Westminster Abbey; and was succeeded as 
master-general of the ordnance, and colonel 
of the first regiment of foot, by the earl, of 
Cadogan.—The elections for members of par- 
liament were carried on with great zeal on 
both sides, but the majority of the elected, was 
clearly in favour of the court; as was likewise 
that of the sixteen Scuts peers. 

It was king George’s lot to meet with con- 

 tinual disturbances, The affair of the South- 
Sea, and the favour shown to the managers of 
that scheme, had raised great discontents. It 
was natdral for the enemies of his person and 
government to improve such a juncture. Ac- 
cordingly they did so; and, though without 
hope of any foreign assistance, they imagined 
it possible to succeed in their designs, upless 
prevented by a discovery. The king had some 
suspicion of a Plot, which he had intimated in 
his speech to both Houses, but, presently after, 
his suspicions were turfed into certainty. In 
the beginning of May he had full information 
of a.conspiracy formed against him, the first 
notice of which came from the duke of Orleans. 
Upon this information, a cauip was marked 
gut In [lyde-park, to which the troops of the 
king’s boushold marched the next day. Ordera 
were issued to all military officers immediatély 
to repair to their respective commands. Lieu- 
tenant general Maccartney was dispatched to 
Ireland, to bring over some troops from ;thence 
into the west of England, Messengers were 
sent.to Scotland to secure some suspected per- 
song; and Mr. Horace Walpole, who some 
days before went over to Holland, was in- 
structed to desire the States, to keep in rea- 
_ diness the guarantee troops, in order to be sent 
into. England in case of necessity. Qn the 
other hand, colonel Churchill was sent to the 
court of France, with a private commission, 
probably to see how far the assurances from 
thence were to be depended upon. By these 
precautiuns the public tranquillity was pre- 
served in Great-Britain; However the appre- 
hensions of the Plot did not,a little affect pub- 
dic credit; for, on May the 7th, South-Sea 
stack fell from 90 to77; and the timorous or 

disaffected began tq run upon the Bank. But, 
a few days after, the funds gradually rose to 
' their former value, . ; 

To authorise these precautions, and sound 
the temper of the people, the lord Townshend 
writ the following leer to the Jord-mayer ef 

_ London. | 


me | 


By dewe 
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‘ My Loed ; Whitehall, May 8, 1782, 

‘His majesty haying aothivg more at heart 
‘ than.the peace and safety of his good city of 
‘ London, the protection of its inhabitants, 
‘andthe support of public credit, has com- 
“manded me to acquaint your lordship, that he 
‘ has received repeated and unquestionable ad- 
‘ vices, that several of his subjects, forgetting 
‘ the allegiance they owe to his majesty, as well 
‘as the natural love they ought to. bear to 
‘ their country,have entered into a wicked Con- 
‘ spiracy, in concert with traitors abroad, for 


‘raising a rebellion in this kingdom in favour 


‘of a Popish Pretender, with a traiterous de- 
‘sign to overthrow our excellent constitution 
‘ both in church and state, and to subject a 
‘ Protestant free people to tyranny and super~ 
‘stition; but I am persuaded, that it will be a 
‘great satisfaction to your lordship and the 
‘ city, to find, that, at the same time I am or- 
‘dered to inform you of this design, I am 
‘ likewise commanded by his majesty to let you 
‘ know, that he is firmly assured that the au- 
‘thors of it neither are, nor will be supported, 
‘ por even countenanced by any foreign power. 
‘ And es his majesty has had timely notice of 
* their wicked machinations, and has.made the 
‘ proper dispositions for defeating them, be has 
‘no reason to doubt, but by the continuance of 
‘the blessing of Almighty Ged, and the ready 
‘assistance of his faithful subjects, this effort 
‘ of the malice of his enemies will be turned to 
‘ their own confusion. Re, 

‘His majesty makes no doubt, but your 
‘ lordship, pursuant to the trust reposed im you, 
‘ will, ia conjunction with the other magistrates 
‘of his good city of London, exert, with the 
‘ utmost care and vigilance, your authority at 
‘so important a conjuncture, for the preser 
‘vation of the public peace, and the security 
‘ of the city. am, &c. TowNsmEND.’ 


The reception this letter met with was very 
acceptable to the court. An Address was 
presented by the court of aldermen, thanking - 
the king for his indulgent regard to the city of 


‘London, by informing them of the wicked de- 


signs of his enemies both at home and abroad, 
and congratulating him upon the happy success 
of his negotiations, which ‘had procured as- 
surgnces, that these traiterous purposes would 
not be supported by any foreign power. 

«© When we reflect (continues the Address) on 
‘the many blessings, which Britons enjoy, 
‘ under the protection of a prince, who makes 
¢ the laws of this land bis rule for the govern- 
‘ment of his people, when we consider that 
‘neither the civil, or religieus mghts of your 
¢ majesty’s subjects, have met with the least: 
¢ instance of violation, since your majesty’s hap- 
‘ py accession to the throne of these realms, 
‘when we recollect your majesty’s royal cle- 
‘mency and benevolence, (since the last re- 
‘ bellion) to numbers of those who offended, 
©in the highest degree, against their hing, and. 
© the laws of their country, we cannot but ex- 
‘ press the utmost abhorrence of those vile and 


/ 


$85) 


PARL. HISTORY, 8 Guonon I, 1729.~after the Dissolution. 


xX 


[98S 


‘detestable persons, who shall again censpire | on the Sth of Aupast, to make hiseccape, uport: 


‘ and attempt to bring a free nd happy people 
‘under the yoke and tyranny of superstition, 
‘ and to involve this nation in a state of blood, 
‘ misery, and utmost confusion. And as these 
‘must be the unavoidable consequences :t- 
“tending any enterprize to alter our present 
‘bappy establishment, iand to introduce a 
‘ Poprh one: as Englishmen that value our 
‘ liberties; as honest men that have sworn al- 
‘ legiance to your majesty, and who have ab- 
‘jured and renounced the Pretender; end as 
* real ftiends to our excellent constitution in 
¢ church and state (witha Protestant prince at 
‘ the head of it) we beg leave in the most so- 
‘ femn manner, to declare to your majesty, that, 
¢ as we are bound in gratitude, we will exert 
¢ ourselves in our several stations, with the’ ut- 
‘ mest care and vigilance, for the preservation 
© of the public peace and tranquillity, and for 
© the restoring of public credit ; and that we 
¢ will use our sincere and hearty endeavours for 
¢ the firm support of your majesty upon the 
* throne, and for the making your reign easy 
© and happy.’ | 
The example of London was followed by 
many other cities and boroughs, who all ex- 
pressed the same zeal and devotion. But, 
notwithstanding these assurances, the king’s 
journey to Hanover was laid aside, though - the 
regency had been settled, in which the prince 
of Wales had no part. The court, however, 
went to Kensington, and the prince and prin- 
cess retired to Richmond. ; 
Various were the’ reports about the nature, 
and-discevery of the conspiracy, as the govern- 
ment did not as yet think fit to publish the par- 
ticulars. However, to remove all suspicion of 
its reality, several persons were taken up. On 
the 21st of :May, Mr. George Kelly, who went 
under the name of Johnson, an Irish clergyman, 
was seized at his lodgings in Bury-Street, by 
three messengers, for treasonable correspond- 
encies; and, having delivered his sword and 
papers to them, they placed them in.a window, 
and went in search of other things. Their 
negligence gave him an opportunity of recover- 
ing his sword, which he drew, and swore'he 
would run the first man through the body, that 
disturbed him in what he was- doing, which 
was burning his papers in a candle with his left 
hand, whilst he held the drawm sword in the 
other.. When the papers were burnt, he sur- 
rendered himself. | | 
On the 4th of August, Mr. Robert Cotton, 
“ of Huntingdonshire, one of the gentlemen con- 
_ cerned in the late rebellion, and cleared by the 
act of grace, was seized at his lodgings over 
against Somerset house, as were also his foot- 
man and Jandlady. Two days after, Mr.Coch 
ran and Mr. Smith were brought. prisoners 
from Edinburgh, and Cochran was committed 
tothe Tower. One John Sample, formerly a 
servant to sir Robert Sutton, while he resided 
as envoy extraordinary at the court of France, 
having been taken up for high-treason, and 
being in custody of a messenger, found means, 


{ 


\ 


high-treason. 


which a ptoctamation was issued eut, with a 
reward of 1,000/. for apprehending him. And,’ 
on the 13th, another proclamation, with the 
like reward, was pablished for apprehending 
Mr. Thomas Carte, a nonjuring clergymaa, 
against whom a warrant had been issued by 
one of thesecretaries of state. = 8 § 
* On the 24th of August, Dr. Francis Atter- 
bary, bishop of Rechester, and dean of West- 
minster, was apprehended by some of the king’s 
messengers, who, having searched his house, and 
secured some of his papers, carried: him before 
a committee of the privy-council, who, having 
examined him, committed him to the Tower for: 
The next day Mr. Thomas 
Moore, vicar of St. Botolph Aldersgate, formerly 
secretary to the bishop of Rochester, was like- — 
wise taken up, and afterwards examined, but 
soon after discharged. 
About the middle of September, Bing- 
ley, Mr, Neynoe,'a young Irish priest, and 
two other persons, were seized at Deal, and 
brought up prisoners to London. About the 
same time Mr. Layer,a young counsellor of | 
the Temple, being also apprehended, he en- 
deavoured, the next day, to make his escape, 
and succeeded so far in his design, that he found 
means to yet out at a back-window two sto 
high, and, Having reached the river side, he gave 
a sculler some guineas to carry him over the 
water to Southwark with all possible expedition. 
But being discovered, upon his going off, by a 
servant maid, he was immediately pursued, and, 
a hue-and-cry being raised after him, he was 
taken and ‘brought back, and the next morning 
committed to the Tower. On the 21st of Sep- 
tember, he was brought under a strong guard 
to the Cock-pit at Whitehall, and, having been 
some hours under examination, before a com- 
mittee of the privy-council, was remanded to 
his confinement. The day before, Mr. Sayer, 
of the Temple, was taken into custody; as was 
also, the next day, Mr. Stewart, clerk to Mr. 
Layer, while his master was under examination. 
The same day, John Plunket, serjeant to a 
company of invalids at Plymouth, was seized at — 
Chelsea, upon suspicion of being concerned 
with Mr. Layer, and, after examination, com- 
mitted to the custody of a messenger. On the 
24th, Mr. Shippen’s house in Norfolk-street 
was searched for papers, that might give light 
into some suspicions. Warrants were likewise 
issued out for apprehending the lord North and 
Grey, who was gone as far as the Isle of Wight, 
and had put himself on board a smuggler’s sloop, 
having been some time at Mr. Holmes’s bouse 
in that island. Colonel Morgan, the deputy 
governor, being informed of his being on board 
the sloop, sent a captain of one of the king’s 
frigates, to have an eye upon the sloop, and, 
when going to sail, to send bis long-boat aboard, 
and secure all the passengers on suspicion ; 
which being done, the lord North and Grey at 
first pretended to be another person ; but, find- 
ing that did him no service, he confessed who 


he was; and he and the rest of the passengers 


s 
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were carried before the gdverhor, who told them, 
he must secure them till he could write to court ; 
and, upon an answer from thence, he had 
orders to send them up in custody. The lord 
North and Grey’s house, in Great Queen-street, 
being also searched for papers, the messenger 
found there Mr. Swathfegger, secretary to the 
earl of Orréry, who was seized and committed 
to custody; and the next morning, September 
27, the earl himself was brought to town from 
his seat at Brittel in Buckinghamshire, and 
having been examined at the Cock-pit, was or- 
dered to be confined that night at his own house 
in Glass-House-Street, under a guard of thirty 
soldiers; and the next day, in the evening, was 
again examined hy a committee of the privy- 
' council, and committed to the Tower; as was, 
also the lord North and Grey, being brought up 
from Portsmouth by lieutenant general Mac- 
cartney, colonel Gordon, and a messenger. _ 
On the 16th of September Mr. , Fleetwood 
was taken into custody, and Mrs. Layer, igno- 
rant of her husband’s fate and coming over 
from France, was about the same time seized at 
Dover. : 
Two days after, Mr. Stephen Neynoe, the 
- Irish priest, seized at Deal, being closely con- 
fined in the house of Mr. Crawford, one of the 
king’s messesgers, in Manchester-court near 
the Thames, found means about three in the. 
‘morning, to make his escape froma window 
two story high, by tying the blankets and sheets 
together, and got to the wall of a neighbouring 
garden adjoining to the river; but net knowing 
that the tide was high, he leaped into the water, 
and being unskilled in swimming was drowned. 
After the bishop of Rochester had lain a 
eds ol in prison, sir Constantine Phipps pre- 
sented a petition to the court at the sessions 
house in the Old Bailey, in the name of Mrs. 
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Morris, the bishop’s daughter, praying that, in. 
consideration of the bishop's al state of health 
he might be either brought to a speedy trial, or- 
bailed or discharged: but it was over-ruled, 
as were also the petitions of two other prisoners 
for the plot, Cochran and Dennis Kelly. 

The commitment of the bishop of Roches- 
ter made a great noise through the whole king- 
dom, and gave occasion to the disaffected to 
heighten jealousies and discontents. They 
pretended his confinement was injprious to the 
church of England, and the episcopal order, 
and went so far as to offer up public prayers 
for him (under pretence of his; being afflicted 
with the gout) in most churches and chapels in 
London and Westminster, on Sunday the 16th 
of September. On the other hand, endeavours 
were used to remove the prejudices of the 
clergy against the ministry, and Dr. Gibson, 
bishop of Lincoln (now of London) wrote a cir- 
cular letter, wherein he sets forth the indul-. 
gence wherewith the bishop was treated: the 
ibn respect the order of bishops met with 
rom the king, who in the disposal of his prefer- 
ments was directed by their advice: the im- 
probability of so unpopular an act, without a 
age and even ry foundation: and last-. 
y, the safety of the nation, which requires that 
all delinquents should be censured as such 
without any regard to the office, or title, or ho- 
nour they bear. : 


The naise made by the Conspiracy seemed 
to require the Meeting of the New Parliament 
as soon as the season would permit. Accord- 
i hes the 9th of October, the king came tu 
the House of Peers and opened the Session with 
aspeechto both Houses; Bat with the pro- 
ceedings of the New Parliament we shall com- 
mence our next Volume, 
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A Report from the Commrrree of SECRECY, appointed by. Order 
of the House of Commons to examine several Booxs and 
Papers laid before the House, relating to the late NEcocta- 


TIONS Of PEacre and Commerce, &c. 


Reported on the 9th 


of June, 1715, by the Right Hon. Roperr Waxpo tg, esq. 
Chairman of the said Committee. Together with an ApPEN- 
DIx, containing Memorials, Letters, and other Papers referred 


to in the said Report.* 


THE Committee of Secrecy appointed to 
examine the several Books and Papers to them 
referred, and to report to the House what 
.they should find material in them, having exa- 
mined and considered the same, have agreed 

upon the following Report to be made to the 
House, containing such facts and papers as 
appeared to them to be most material, and of 

e highest importance, together with the rea- 
sons that induced the committee to lay them 


before the House for their further consideration. 


The several Bouks and Papers referred to 
the committee chiefly relate to the late ne- 
Otiations of peace and commerce; To the 
‘watended demolition of Dunkirk ; To the ob- 
taining and disposing of the Assiento contract ; 
To some negotiations concerning the Catalans ; 
and secret transactions relating to the Pre- 
tender, | 
_ The Committee was in hopes, in 50 volumi- 
‘mous an enquiry, to have been able to trace out 
ali the steps, and the whole progress, of these 


negotiations; but, to their surprize, they find’ 


a want of several books, letters, and papers, 
mentioned and referred to in those that have 
been delivered to them, and frequent and long 
‘interruptions of some very material corres- 
pondences that were carried on: But being 
informed, that these accounts are all, which 
have any way come to the hands of those who 


have the honour to serve his present majesty, 


the committee proceeded to draw up the fol- 
lowing Report, warranted and founded upon 
such authorities, as the persons concesned 
vouchsafed not to suppress. | 


* See the Proceeding of the House of Com- 
mons, June9, 1715. | 
, Vou. Vil. 


4 to lord 


The first material paper is entituled “ The 
first Propositions of France,” signed by M. de 


‘Torcy, April the 22d, 1711, N.S. and is here 


annexed. N° 1. To whom these Propositions 
were directed, what previous steps had been 
made on the part of France, or what encou- 
ragement had been giver on the part of Eng- 
land ;' does not sppear; but it is evident that 
they are conceived in very loose and general 
terms ; that from the beginning the design of 
France was to secure Spain and the West 
Indies to king Philip; to create jealousies 
among the allies; and that France offered to 
treat with England and Holland, either by 
themselves, or jointly with the rest of the 
allies, which is left to the choice of England. 
On the 27th of April, 1711. O. S.. Mr. 
Secretary St. Joha transmits these propositions _ 
by, the queen’s ambassador at the 
Hague, with ordersto communicate them to - 
the Pensionary, ‘‘ to assure that minister the 
queen was resolved in making peace, as in 
making war, to act in perfect concert with the 
States, and desires the secret may be kept 
among as few as possible ; he confesses that . 
the terms of the several propnsitions are very 
general, that there is an air of complaisance 
shewn to England, and the contrary to Holland, 
which might be of ill consequence, but can be 
of none, as long as the Queen and States take 
care to understand each other, and to act with 
as little reserve as becomes two powers so nearly 
allied in interest ; and desires the Pensionary 
to be assured, that this rule shail on our part 
he inviolably observed.” - | , 
Lord Raby by his letters of May the 25 and 
26th, 1711, N. 8. to Mr. St.. John, in answer 
to these orders and assurances, acquaints him, — 
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<¢ That the Eennionery sal) with those of that. 

state who had been formerly employed in the 
negotiations of peace, considered M. de Torcy’s 
popsanons: and the obliging manner in which 

er majesty was pleased to communicate them ; 
that they thanked ber majesty for her conh- 
dence in them, and saare bee that theirs is re- 
ciprocal; and that as her majesty had pro- 
mised, she will make no step towards a peace 
but in concert with them, they desire she may 
be assured of the same on their part ; and that 
., they will make no step in that, or any other 
kind of negotiation, which regards the mutual 
Interests of. both nations, but in communica- 
tion and concert with her majesty ; they urge 
the necessity of an entire confidence one with 
the other, at this critical juncture ; they de- 
elare. themselves weary of the war, which they 
eudeavour to conceal from the enemy, least he 
should make his advantage by it; and that 
they are ready to join in any measures, which 
her majesty shall think proper to obtain a good 
peace. But they look upon these propositions 
as yet, in the same manner as the secretary 
does, to be very dark and general, and designed 
to create jealousies between her majesty, that 
republic, and the allies: but they depend upon 
her majesty’s justice and prudence, to prevent 
any such ill effect, and hope she will make she 
' French explain, more particularly, the several 
points contained in them.” | 
- After these mutual assurances had passed be- 
. twixt England and Holland, the committee is 
surprized to find not the least communication to 
the States of the negotiations that were 
carrying on, for abové five months together, be- 


twixt England and France, till after the spe- | 


cial preliminaries were signed, and the seven 
general preliminaries were concluded ang sent 
to them. aoe | 
In the mean time lord. Raby, not being as 
yet let into the secret, freely declares, he 
thought it adviseable, and necessary, to go open 
. with the States in this matter of the proposi- 
tions ;. acquaints the secretary that all the let- 
ters from France agreed, that all the hopes the 
French had was.to sow jealousies among the 
allies. And repeats his advice, That we must 
act cautiously with them (the States) that they 
- may have-no reason to accuse us, for taking 
the ieast measures without them. | 
But it was not long before Mr. : Secretary 
St. John prepared his excellency to have other 
sentiments of the manner of carrying on this 
negotiation, and in his letter of the 29th of 
May acquaints him with the agreeable news, 
_ 4° That it was her.majesty’s pleasure, that his 
. exeellency should make all possible haste to 
_ ome over, since her, service may better 
dispense with his absence at this. point ‘of 
time, than it will perhaps do at another, and 
since we must now expect tohave very. soon 
upon -the tapis, many intrigues, concerning 
which the queen thinks it expedient that he 
should confer with tHe ministers here ;” ac- 
quaints him, that her majesty designed, upon 
his arrival, to give him the promation in the 
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peerage, which he had desired. And then, that 
his excellency might begin to have some now 
tions agreeable to the sense of our ministers, 
Mr. St. John ‘in answer to some very long let- 
ters of his lordship’s full of his own reasonings, 
and the repeated assurances of the iministers of 
the States to act in perfect concert and with an 
entire confidence in her majesty,tells him in these 
words, “ That Britain had gone so much too 
far in weaving her interest into that of the con- 
tinent, that it would prove-no easy task to dis- 
entangle our affairs without tearing or rending.” 


But this work of tearing and rending did not 


at all discourage his excellency, who waiting 
then for several posts from England, stopped 
by centrary winds,. and beginning to suspect 
that the course of the negotiation was turned 
into another channel, that the ministty here 
might be satisfied, that his lordship could with- 
out much difficulty depart from his own opinion, 


he declares in his letter of June the 16th, 


1711, N.S&..to Mr. St. John; s You may be as- 


sured, I will venture any thing, and undertake | 


any thing, to serve the queen; you may ven- 
ture boldly to trast me with the real intentions, 
and be assured, I will not make further use of 
them, than according to my instructions. He 
tells him, if the thing is actually-gone no further 
than it appears, and France bas not yet ex- 
plained, and he has a mind, that he should 
come over for the queen’s service, “he @ 
ready to come in a yacht, frigate, packet-boat, 
or any way;” and concludes, “1n short, die 
pose of me how you please, for all my desire is 
to serve her majesty to her satisfaction, and I 
shall never grudge any danger and pains.” 


This. voluntary and frank decleration his 


excellency desires in a particular manner, may 
with his humble compliments be communicated 
to the duke of Shrewsbury and Mr. Harley. - 

It has been already observed, that all core 
respondence betwixt England and WMollaad, 
concerning the present treaty, ended with the 
communication of the first propositions of 
France; if the Dutch had made any attempts 
to wrest the negotiation out of the hands. of 
the.queen, if they had entered into-any sepa- 
rate measures, or taken any steps that might 


give just occasion of offence or suspicion to 


England, it is very probable’ the aceounts of 
any such. proceedings would have -been lefe by 
the ministry, for their. own. justification ; bet 
the committee does not find the -least intima- 
tion of. this kind, and are at a loss to know 
upon what pretence such solemn assuranees 
were dispensed with as soon.as made, and the 
honour and:‘name of the queen sacrificed to 
the private views of her ministers. 

AU transaetions betwixt England and France 
during this time, except two or three papers, 
are entirely suppressed, which in lord: Strafford’s 
instructiens of October the 4st,.1711, are: said 
to have been carried om by papers sent ' backe 
ward and forward, and much time-spent there 
in; the first paper, that is found, is called, 
“¢ Private Propositions.sent by Mr.’ Prior 


England” dated July 1st. No, i a 


from - 


@ 
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The next {s a paper called, Mr. Prior’s Au- ; ‘ municatis Consiliis comm altera Parte.’ What 
thority ;- this is signed, Anne R. at the top, | will be thought of so manifest a violation, as 
and A. R. at the bottom, not countersigned, | this whole proceeding appears to be, of the 
and is without a date, and the-contents are, | grand alliance, the committee will not take 
sé Mr. Prior is fally instructed and authorized | upon them to determine; but this step being 
to communicate to France our preliminary de- | once. taken, and secret preliminaries signed 
mands, and to bring us back the answer.” upon this foot. between England and France, - 

These two papers together must be under- | before anything had been finally treated: and 
stood to be Mr, Prior’s powers.and instructions, | concluded for the security of Great Britain, 
or are at least all that are found in the. office, | what fatal consequenoes did happen to her ma- 
or given in by him; but by an entry in lord | jesty’s kingdoms, and what advantages accrued 
Strafford’s book subjoimed to these private pro- | tothe common enemy,: seems to deserve the 
positions:carried over by Mr. Prior, it appears | most mature consideration. | | 
that Mr. Prior had orders to see if France had |. Before we leave these Propositions it must* ~ 
full. powers from Spain. be observed, that here, in the very infancy of. 


These propositions, which were formed here, | the negotiation, the trade of the world, and 
the entire Spanish) monarchy, which had cost so 


leave no room to doubt of the little concern 
the ministry had to make good the repeated | many millions, and the effusion of so much - 
blood; without being once insisted upon, con- 


assurances, that had been given’ to the allies, 
in the queen’s name, to make the French more | trary to the repeated addresses of several par-— 
liaments, and the declared sense of the queen, ' 


plain and particular, since in all things. that 3 
concern the allies, the English proposals are as | are givenup by the English ministry to the , 
house of. Bourbon, for. verbal assurances that 


dark and general, as those that came from 
France; and if this still could be avy ques- | the crowns of France and Spain, shall never: 
be united: andthat this was done so eafly, 


tion, itis sufficiently cleared up in a third 
paper, intituled, «‘ Draught of Answers upon the | will be necessary. to be remembered in the 
conference with M. Mesnager,’”’ wherein the | further progress of these transactions. 
British-ministry is much surprised to find That | There is no account given of any correspon- 

M. Mesnager had orders to insist that the queen. | dence with Mr, Prior during: this his stay in — 
should enter into particular engagements upon | France, nor does the certain time of his conti-- 
divers articles which depend not upon her, and | nuanee there appear. Upon bis arrival at — 
which regard the interest of the allies; they | France, M. de Torcy in his letter ot the 3d of 
appeal ¢o all'the papers which had been gent | August, 1711, N. S.. tells Mr, St. John “he 
backivard and forward during this negotiation, | saw with great pleasure Mr. Prior return after 

and to that which was carried by ‘Mr. Prior, | an interval of so many years; that he could 

that the principle apoa which they had treated { have wished he had had greater liberty toemploy' | 
alalong was, that France should consent to | those talents, which he was persuaded he would 
adjust the iuterests of Great Britain in the | have made a good use of; but he hopes M. 
first place. This isa principle from which the | Mesnager -will supply’ what he could not do.” 
queen can never depart, and that it was abso- { Upon his return he was attended” by M.'‘Mes-= 
lutely necessary to remit the discussion of the | nager, a ministér‘of. France, vested with full  . 
powers in due form, and dated August the 3d, - - 


particular interests of the allies to general con- 
an 1711, to treat, negotiate, conclude, and sign, 


ferences. , 
i with such ministers, as should be authorized in 
due form, not by Britain ouly; but any of the 


'-By this it. appears, that the minister of 
France was instructed-te: treat of. the interests ! 
princes or estates then in actual: war with 
France. - = -e aa 


of the allies, which:the-English-ministry would 
by no means consent to. —— | ; : 
-By M. Torcy’s Proposals, France offered to'}| That M. Mesnager, upon his arrival here, 
treat with England and Holland, either by, | frequently conferred: with the queen’s ministers, 
~ themselves, or jointly with the rest. of the'| appears by many instances; but the subject 
allies, not conceiving that Holland: could pos- | matter of these conferences, the times, places, 
sibly be excluded: from the negotiation ; but it | and particular persons with whom he tréated, 
is-‘determined by the English ministry to carry | or by what authority, the committee find no ac- : 
on separate negotiation with France, exclu- | count of, till the 20th of September, 1711. - 
sive of. all the -allies,.and in. their private pro- By a letter of Mr. Secretary St. John, then 
at London, of that date, ‘to the queen at- 
Windsor, No. 3, it appears, that the lord trea- 


‘positions, an express article is:inserted, ‘ That 
surer, lord chamberlain, ford Dartmouth, and, 


the secret should be inviolably. kept, till al- 

lowed to be divulged by: the consent of both 
Mr. St. John, met M. Mesnager that. evening 
at Mr. Prior’s house; which theeting, as Mr. - 


parties;” and thereby England put the nego- 
tiation into a method more advantageous for 

St. John says, was by order of the lords of the’ 
committee of ‘council, but seems unknown to 


France, than, France had proposed or could 
. the queen, until the secretary acquainted ‘her ' 


efor - 
* Committee think it proper. to insert here 
with it by this letter. aa 
At this: meeting M. Mesnager. delivered to 


_ the-first part of the. Kighth article of the grand 
the British ministers the Answer, signed by the 


alliance, wherein it is stipulated, ‘ Newtri_par- 
king of France, to the Demands last sent ovey: 


- § tom fas-sit, Bello semel-suscepto, de- Pade 
* cum Hoste -tractare, ni cépjunctip, et com | 


wy 
by England; which Demands and Answers 
were made the secret preliminary articles be- 
twixt Great Britain and France, and were 
signed as such, Sept. 27th,1711, by M. Mes- 
nager on the partof France, and the accepta- 
tion of them by lord Dartmouth, and Mr. St. 

John, on the part of Great, Britain. No. 4. 

' — Mr. St. John, in this Letter, represents it to 
the queen, as the unanimous opinion of her 
servants, then present, that a warrant and full 
powers should be prepared that night and trans- 
mitted to her majesty to be signed, in order to 
pass the great seal the next day, whereby the 
earl of Oxford, the Duke ef Buckinghamshire, 
the bishop of Bristol, the duke of Shrewsbury, 
earl Powlet, earl of Dartuncuth, Henry St. 
John and Matthew Prior, esqrs; were to .be 
constituted plenipotentiaries, to meet and treat 
with M. Mesnager, which warrant, and a 
translation of the full powers, were sent to the 
queen, .No. 5. : 

This Warrant under the signet appears sign- 
by the queen, directing the lord keeper to affix 
the great seal to an instrument .thereunto an- 
" nexed, containing her commissjon to himself, 
and others, therein named, to meet and treat, 
_. with the Sjeur Mesnager ; but it does not. ap- 
pear that any such instrument did pass the 
great seal, the warrant remains not counter- 
signed, and is endorsed ‘ Not used.’ 

-This Warrant is dated the 17th of Sept. al- 
though it is manifest, by Mr. St. John’s letter, 
it was not prepared, nor thought of, till the 
This antedating seems designed te justify the 
. ministers, in their meeting and conferring with 
the queen’s enemies, previous to the warrant ; 
which never passing into a legal authority, it 
_ appears that these secret: negotiations betwixt 
France and the queen’s ministers here, were 
begun and carried on from the 11th of April to 
the 25th Sept. 1711, when the warrant to lord 
Dartmouth and Mr. St. John was signed, with- 
out any,powers or written authority from the 
queen ; and it is very observable, that the 
queen was brought into these measures, by its 
being represented to her by the secretary of 
state as the unanimous opinion of all her mix 
nisters, to which alone the assent of the queen 
- istobeascribed. 

_; But what is.more strange, 1s, that after Mr. 

St. John had represented it to the queen, as 
the unanimous opinion of her ministers, that full 
powers must immediately pass the great seal 
to authorize them to meet and treat with the 
said M. Mesnager, these powers should be laid 
aside; andthe acceptation of the prelimina- 
ries signed by lord Dartmouth and Mr. St. 
John, by virtue of a warrant directed to them 
two only, signed by the queen at top aid bot- 
tom, and countersigued by nobody. No. 6. 

Where the obstruction arose to the passing 
these powers, does not appear to: the com- 
mittee ; but those ministers seem conscious 

to themselves of what, was doing, who so rea- 
dily concurred in privately meeting, conferring, 
aad treating, with the ministers of France, tll 
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this separate negotiation was brought to mate- 
rity ; but avoided to become parties when the 
treaty was to be signed and executed, 
This great care and caution for their own - 
persons, and little regard for the honour. and 
interest of their queen and country, appears 
through this whole. separate negotiation; Ie : 
being very remarkable that there is not one 
paper of powers or instructions throughout the 
whole affair countersigned by any one minister, 
but the queen’s name exposed to. cover all>: 
which looks as if they flattered themselves, 
that this omission of their duty would be suffi- | 
cient to skreen them from the justice of the: 
nation, if these matters should ever come to be 
enquired into. - 
After such a sacrifice made of the general 
interest of Europe, such a direct. violation of 
the grand alliance, and such unwarrantable and - 
illegal steps taken in transacting and conclud- - 
ing these special preliminaries between Eng- 
land-and France, it had been but reasoneb. 
to expect in them some very particular advan- 
tages and concessions made to Great Britain, 
to atone for such uaprecedented transactions s . 
but it is astonishing to find how insignificant all - 
the demands are, that were made on the part 
of Great Britain; and, inconsiderable as they 
were, how ineffectual they have since been ren~ 
dered. a | 
Nothing possibly could be said less with re- 
gard to the succession, than what is here de- 
manded in the first article. The queen, not 
et acknowledged by France, nor designed to 
so, till the conclusion of the peace, as 
France afterwards explained this article at the 
Seales congress ; not a word of removing the 
retender, nor any engagement not to support 
him in any attempt he might make upon . the 
nation. | -_ 
The second Article offers a Treaty of Come . 
merce, in such doubtful words, as France only 
could make advantage of. = 2 
dn the Article of Dunkirk, the equivalent is 


expressed’ in so strong a-‘manner, and the de- 


molition so very loosely; as could not. but. 
bring certain and great prejudice to our allies, 


‘with very little prospect of advautage to our- 
‘selves; and fatal experience has convinced us, 


what security ig-procured for our navigation b 
this third article. But the history of this wi 
be further explained in its proper place. 

The fifth and seventh Articles chiefly regard 
the Asstento contract; what a national advan- 
tage that is like to be, is now too well under-. - 


‘stood to want much explanation: But with 


what views the ministers were so fond of :this, 
as to make it their chief care and concern, will 
no longer be a-doubt, when it shall appear that. 


this part of the treaty was calculated only for 


- | private advantage. 


What the ministry themselves thought most 
valuable in these articles, was thet part of the 
seventh which grants us an advantage of 1§ 
per cent, upon our manufactures sent to Spain : 
Bat this great advantage soon vanished into © 
nothing; and was given-up by our ministry 


Hey]. 


here. The bishop of Bristol says indeed of it, 
in bis letter of the 17th August, 1712, That 
it was granted by the French with a design 
either to inflame things between us and the 
Dutch, or to give the French’a pretence,to sti- 
pulate for themselves such particular advanta- 
ges in the Spanish trade as may be the ruin of 
ours. 

Bat what is most remarkable in the seventh 
Article is the introduction to it, in which the 
ministry confess themselves to have been im- 
posed upon by France ; for they detlare that 
from the first propoals of M. de.Torcy to that 
time, they always understood, that by the real 
securities promised in those proposals, were 
meant places; which now was absolutely re- 
fused; and they consent to take for real se- 

. curities what they confess is none, but what a 
love of peace may induce them to accept as an 
equivalent. Be . 

What was really of most importance to 
England was the. eighth. article, which relates 
to Hudson’s-bay and Newfoundland ; but the 
ministry suffered themselves to be so grossly 
imposed upon in this article, that they directly 
give to France all they wanted, which was a h- 
berty of taking and drying their fish: whilst 
France gives nothing at all to us, but refers our 
most valuable-:interests to the general. confe- 
yences:; Which was but another manner of 
denying them, as the event has sufficiently 
shewn. See . 

‘We demand in the sixth Article, that we 
‘shal| have all the privileges that have been or 
shall be granted by Spain to the subjects of 
Franee or any other nation, Whereas the mi- 
nisters ought to have insisted that France 
should not upon any pretence whatsoever be 
permitted to trade to'the Spanish West Indies, 
waich they would not have omitted, if they had 
had the least regard to the trade of Great Bri- 
tain, or had not entirely forgot the eighth arti- 
cle of the grand alliance’; wherein it is ex- 


pressly stipulated, as a condition without which 


no peace shall be made, ‘ neque ipsis ibidem’ 
(that is, the French in the Spanish West-Indies) 
« Navigatio Mercature exercende eausa sub 
‘quocunque pretextu, directé vel indirecté 
' 6 permittatur’” One thing further is to be ob- 
served of these articles, that such ef them as 
any way relate to Spain are expresly granted in 
the name and by. virtue. of powers: given by 
king Philip, and yet after this, all intentions of 
jeaving: any part of the Spanish monarchy to 
king Philip is publicly disavowed ; as will af- 
terwardsappear.) = 

This short view of these special prelimina- 
ries sufficiently demonstraves, that the interest 
of Britain was not the inducement to our mi- 
nisters to proseed’.in. this extraordinary man- 
ner. Yet trivial as these advantages are, France 
is pressed that they may be first adjusted; to 
what.use and purpose is fully explained in ‘the 
draught of answersupon the conferences with 
M. Mesnager, “That our ministers may be 
. eaabled to engage the queen to make the 
conclusion of the general peace easy to France.” 
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eis declared, that te settle the interests of . 
Great Britain in the first place’is a principle | 
from which the queen can never depart ; this 
plea was made use of, to defer the interests of 
all the allies, to be discussed at general confe- 
rences; but the turn given to it here was to 
amuse the people, by persuading them that the 
English ministry was contending for great and 
particular advantages and concessions to be 
made to Great Britain, that might make us. 
some amends for that yreat and unequal bur-' 
then which we had lain under through the whole 
course of the war. 

Butthe English ministry having thought fit 
every where to extol and magnify the vast ad- 
vantages that were granted to we Britain, | 
France resolved to make a proper use of It, 
and declared these articles were an eventual ur’ 
conditional treaty only ; and that the king of 
France would not be obliged to make them good, 
but in case of the signing of ageneral peace ; in 
this sense M. Mesnager signed them, and with 
this condition they are accepted on our part. | 
Hard terms ! That such concessions as these 
were not to be purchased at a less price than 
forcing upon our allies such conditions of peace 
as France should be pleased to impose upon . 
them : and this the ministry were fully apprized 
of some time before they were accepted ; for 
in pressing to settle and adjust singly and se- 
parately the ‘interests of Great Britain, they 
enforce it by saying France can run no risk in 
such engagements, since the special prelimina- 
ries will have no effect till a general peace shall , 
be signed. be 

By these means the Committee observe to 
how fatal a dilemma the queen was brought by _ 
her ministry; she must either now go on through 
all adventures in the measures of France, or 
they had it in their power, by divulging the. 
secret, and exposing such a notorious breach of 
national faith, to make what advantage they 
thought fit of it among the allies, who must 
from this time think themselves disengaged 
from the queen, if they could find their own 
account by looking after themselves. | 

And that the French were neither so igno- 
rant, nor wanting to themselves, as to miss 
sueh. an opportunity, appears above three 
months before these articles were signed. 
When lord Raby ia his letter of the 20th of 
June, 1711, N.S. to Mr. St. John, acquaints 
him that both the Pensionary and M. Vander | 
Dussen had seen a letter from. M.de Torcy, 
giving an account that they had begun a nego= — 
tiation in England. = pan So 

By this management the English ministry 
had, under colour of the queen’s ‘authority, 
and.the pretence of treating a peace, put it in 
the power of France to divest the queen of 


: 


all her allies, and given them greater advantages | 


then they could any other ways have hoped for. 

On the same day that the Specral Prelimina- 
ries betwixt Great Britain'and France were 
signed, which it was a fundamental condition 
should be concealed with the utmost secrecy, . 
another set of General Preliminaries on the’ - 


% 
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~~ 
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part of France, No. 7, were signed by M. 
Mesnager only; which Mr, St. John, in his 
letter to the queen, says, were to be sent into 


_ Holland, as the foundation of a general peace, 


in which my lord treasurer had made some al- 
terations to make the whole more palatable 
abroad. And on the same day, a separate Ar- 
ticle was signed in favour of the duke of Savoy, 
which is here annexed. No. 7. 

From this time a perfect confidence was es- 


" tablished between the two ministries of Eng- 
‘land and France; and in the letters written in 
the month of October, a mutual sincerity is 


recommended and engaged for, and that a per- 
fect unanimity be maintained for accomplishing 
the work in hand, | 
Lord Strafford’s Instructions in order to his 
immediate return into Holland were now pre- 
paring, and dated Oct, 1, O.S. 1711. And as 
an early proof of the confidence which Mr, St. 
John reposed in the French minister, be ac- 
quaints Monsieur de Torcy by his letter of 
Oct. 2, O. S. that the earl of Strafford was 
oing for Holland; and says, Your minister, 
meaning M. Mesnager, who was then going 
back to France and carried this Jetter,) is fally 
informed in what the earl of Strafford is to pro- 
pose to the States. , 
Such intelligence of the queen’s counsels, 
which Mr. St. John confesses he had given to 
the ministers of the. qyeen’s enemies, . seems 
very extraordinary ; especially if it..be consi- 
dered, that lord Strafford was sent over to press 


- the opening the general conferences, with assu-. 


yances of the greatest friendship and concern 


for the interest of the States, on the part of the 


queen, and by her authority to procure from 
France just satisfaction for all her allies; and 
in his instructions is likewise directed to pro- 
pose to the States a new scheme for carrying on 


_ the war, and to acquaint them with such _reso- 


lutions as the queen had taken concerning it. 
Lord Strafford’s Jnstructions are hereunto 
annexed, No. 8, wherein almost every article is 


‘a specimen of the sincerity with which our mi- 
nisters intended -to treat the allies. He is. in~ 
, Structed that it must be the most careful endea- 


vour and fixed principle of all the confederates 
to hold fast together; and this immediately 
after a separate treaty had been signed by us ; 


and if the ministers of Holland sheuld express 


any uneasiness at their apprehensions :of any 
such private agreement, he is. ordered by eva- 
sive answers to avoid. giving them satisfaction 


. concerning it. But: his chief business was to 


deliver to the States the Propositions signed by 
M, Mesnager, as-the foundation of a. general 
peace, and as the whole of what bad been trans- 
acted; and to acquaint them that France had 
proposed Utrecht, Nimeghen, Aix la Chappellé 
or Liege, to be the place for opening the con- 


ferences; to, press the. States. to, fix upon one 


of these places, and immediately. to grant pass- 
ports to the. French plenipotentiaries to come 
thither and open the general conferences. . 
These Propositions, so very general aad un- 
eertain, did extremely. alarm .the states, as.not 
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being a sufficient fuurdation upon which a ne- 


Exti 


gotiation might be hazarded ; they dreaded the 
fatal consequences of opening the general con- 
ferences, before the articles offered by France 


-were explained, and made specific; and espe- 


cially before they knew.at all what they were to 
trust to, for their own barrier, and for their 
commerce. | 

These considerations made them for some 
time decline granting the passports; and in 
order to prevail with the queen to have some 
regard to her faithful allies, and particularly 
in the two great articles of their barrier and 
commerce, they sent over Monsieur Buys to 
intercede with her mujesty to alter her reso-~ 
lutions; they make the same representations to 
the earl of Straffurd, but all to-no purpose. 
For as Mr. St. John declared in his letter to 
my lord Strafford of Oct. 9, “ Certain it is that 
her majesty has so far determined upon her 
measures, that those will deceive themselves 
who may imagine by delay or otker artifices to 
break them.” And again Nov. 2, to lord 
Strafford, The queen will not- finally concert a 
plan for the prosecution of the war with the 
States, until they join with her in agreeing to 
Open the conferences of peace. And lord 
Strafford acquaints Mr. St. John, Nov. 15, that 
he had now told them her majesty’s order to 
him was to declare, That she shouid fook upon 
any delay as a refusal ta comply with her pro- 
positions, © | | 
. In these circumstafices the Dutch at last 
comply to grant the passports, and agree to 


_ open-the general conferences at the time fixed 


by the queen, Jan. 1, 1711-12. 

‘The resolution of. the States General upon 
this occasion is hereunto annexed, No. 9, as a 
paper that must have moved any set of men, . 
not already determined to- hear no reason but 
what came from France; for although the re- 
presentations made by the States, on both sides 
the water, had made some impressione, as is 
evident by a memorial delivered by Mr. St. | 
John to the abbot Gaultier, Oct. 29, 1711. No. 
10, and by Mr.St..John’s letter to M. de Torey - 
of the same date, No. 7, that accompanied it ; ° 
yet “tis in the Memorial declared; that the : 
queen remains firm in her first resolution ef ' 
causing the conferences to be opened upon the : 
articles signed by M. Mesnager. The same 
memorial declares, it was absolutely necessary | 
that the most. Christian King should. give ‘to : 
her Majesty the queen, such explications of his 
intentions in respect té the particular interests 
of the allies, which he shall think proper to. 
engage them te come more easily into the.ge- 
neral negotiation.. So. that hitherto it is plain, - 


Our. ministers were entirely ignorant even of the - 


King of France’s intentions with regard to the 


-allies. And :again it is said, if ber majesty - 


wishes the. most Christian King would give an - 
explication to the aforesaid demands, dxc. his - 


most. Christian Majesty may assure -himself, . 


the queen will make-no other. use. of the trust . 


_the king shall repose in her, but to advance the: 


negotiation, in seeking the shortest means, aud > 


od 
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the most effectual, to obtain a peace so much 


o 


coveted, 
It is therein again acknowledged, that the 
Dutch have nothing in view but their barrier 
and commerce; and provided the 'queen can, 
without fear of being disavowed, specify some- 
what near the barrier that France will consent 
to yield to them, and to assure them of the 
Tariff of 1664, there is no room left t6 doubt 
that the States General would come without 
any further hesitation into the negotiation, in 
the same manne; as it had been concerted. 
But lest all these arguments should have no 


effect, Mr. St. John in his letter to M. de Torcy,. 


says, These Explications will dissipate all 
clouds, and you may believe we will make use 
thereof with great reserve, when I &ssure you, 
“that if the king would offer a plan of specific 
preliminaries, the queen will never communi- 
cate it to her allies;” he concludes, “ Ifthe 
Sieur Gaultier returns with these marks of con- 
fidence, you will see our parliament as much 
inclinable to peace, as ever it was to war.” 
Here the Committee canaot but observe the 
English ministry begging of France, after they 
had been seven months treating with them, that 
they may have some intimations at least of 
what was designed ‘for the allies; expressing 
their fear of being disavowed by France, after 
they had gone these lengths with them; de- 
claring the Dutch would come into the queen’s 


measures if they could but know any thing near | 


the barrier that was designed them, and have 
security about their commerce; persisting still, 
without any such satisfaction in the measures 
prescribed by France, resolved to force the al- 
lies into general conferences ‘upon loose and 
uncertain articles, and promising if they could 
but have so much credit with France as to be 
trusted at all, they would use it with the greatest 
reserve, and never communicate it to any of 
the allies; for whose satisfaction only it is pre- 
tended all this submission was made. 

The return made by France is to be seen ina 
paper called *“ Answer to the Memorial brought 
by M. Gaultier, Nov, 18, 1711.” No.11.. This 
memorial is accompanied with a letter from 
M. de Torcy to Mr. St. John, of the same date, 
wherein he tells hina “ his majesty wholly de- 
pends a oe the secrecy and good use you will 
make-of the entire confidence he testifies to the 
queen of Great Britain; and the king of France 
extols the firmness of the queen, and sees 
with great pleasure the new marks of resolution 
she shews. : 

The Committee think it needle’s to enter 
into a particular disquisition of this Memorial ; 
but observe in general, that nothing had at this 
time been demanded of France concerning the 
disposal of the Nethertands ; and that the king 
of France, not ‘satisfied with having secured 
Spain and the West Indies to his grandson, pro- 

oses,to strip the Emperor of all his dominions 
in Italy, and to impose upon him much worse 
. ‘terms than he afterwards procured for himself, 

‘when left to carry on the war alone. The 

Datch may have the Tariff of 1664, -with some 


APPENDIX.— Negotiations for Peace: 1715. 


exceptions, if they consent to this schente ; if 
not, they are to be punished with the loss of 
their trade, aud to be reduced to the Tariff of- 
1699. 


But, extravagant as this scheme was, it is | 
received by the English ministers without any _ 


surprise or resentment; and Mr, St, John, in 
-his letter of the 25th Nov. 1711, thanks M. 
de Torcy for the commaonication of it; pro- 
mises to make a discreet use of it,,and to keep 
the contents with an inviolable secrecy, and 
that the utmost efforts shall be used by Eng-. 
land te fix the pretensions of the allies; he re- | 
presents it as necessary, that alt those who 
wish for peace may mutually help one another, 
and endeavour to finish the treaty so sqon, as 
not to be exposed to another campaign. 

It is indeed no wonder, that this plan was 
never communicated to the allies, which must 
at once have broke off all the conferences, and 
determined them rather to run all hazards, than 
treat upon: so ruinous a foundation; but it is 
a wonder that the English ministry were not _ 
startled when they saw such a scene opened: 
but this shews with what jastice the ministry 
complained, that the allies would not enter into 
the queen’s measures, when they never were 
informed what the queen’s measures were. 

' Pursuant to the resolution of the States ge- 
neral upon the pressing instances of the queen, 
passports for the French plenipotentiaries were 
sent to Monsieur Buys, and delivered to Mr. 


‘St John. Utrecht is agreed upon here to be 


the place for the general conferences. _ 

The bishop of Bristol, then lord privy seal, 
and the earl of Strafford, are appointed her ma- 
jesty’s plenipotentiaries, 

Dec. 23, 1711, her majesty’s Instructions tn 
her said plenipotentiaries are settled and signed, 
and are hereunto annexed. No. 12. 

The Committee think fit to make one ob- 
servation upon these general Instructions, 
wherein the plenipotentiaries are ordered, 
‘‘ That if it shall be thought proper to begin 
by the disposition of the Spanish monarchy, 
you are to insist. that the security and rea- 
sonable satisfaction which the allies expect, and - 
which his most Christian Majesty has promised, 
cannot be obtained, if Spain and the West In- 
dies be allotted to any branch of the House of 
Bourbon;” so that hitherto the queen thought 
fit to declare in all public acts, that Spain and 
the West Indies ought by no means to be left in 
the possession of the House of Bourbon; al- 
though in the special preliminaries, signed by 
the earl of Dartmouth, and Mr. St. John, on 


the 27 Sept. preceding, the king of France did - 


expressly promise to make good the sixth Ar- 


ticle for himself, and for the king of Spain, - — 


pursuant to the powers which were then in his 
mnajcsty’s hands. : 2 

On the 15th Jan., 1731-12, the British ple- 
nipotentiaries arrive at Utrecht; who by their 
general instructions being ordered to concert 
measures with the ministersof the allies, and a¢ 
the. beginning pursuing these directions; M. 
de.Torcy, on the 3ist Jan., writes to Mr St. 
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John, and tells him, “ he perceives there was 
notso perfect a confidence established -between 
the. plenipotentiaries of France ‘and Great 
Britain, as was: to be desired: He believes 
‘therefore: he.wili think it proper. to-send to the 
bishop-of Bristol and the earl of Strafford more 


precise instvuctions,.concerning the manner in. 


which: ‘they were to concert their proceedings 
‘witly the kiwg’q plenipotentiaries.” | And in the 
auswer to: the memorial sent by M. Gaultier, 
‘March 28, 1712, itis dectared * the:principal 
-order that the :king bad. given to: his plenipo- 
tentiaries,.: when: they set. oat: for Utrecht, ' was 
to establish a strict intimacy. between them and 
she ministers of the qucen of Great Britain.” 


». Ow the 29th Jan. at. the first general con-. 


ferenve, lord Strafford. took-occasiog to declare, 
hat the queen had received the general pro- 
positions as a foundation for a negotiation of 
peace: bat that they were binding to France 
only, and not to the allies; to which the French 
ministers readily assented. . But it is to be ob- 
served through the whole proceeding, that this 
is-meant of the propositions signed by M. Mes- 
nager only, the congress not having the least 
hotice or cognizance of what was signed, both 
on the part of France and England too; which 
had been hitherto concealed, and upon all oc- 
casions publicly disowned. 

Oo the 11th Feb. 1711-12, the French de- 
livered ‘a specific Explanation of the General 

Preliminaries, signed by M. Mesnager. No. 13. 
' "It must be observed, that the King of France 
here makes, as well as in the special prelimina- 
ries, his first offers, in the name and by virtue 
of powers from his grandson as king of Spain ; 
how the British plenipotentiaries could recon- 
cile this to their instructions, and bow their be- 
haviour upon it is to be justified, is not very 
clear. ) 

:This explication was received by all the 
allies with the greatest indigaation, and deepest 
concern; which had ‘such an effect, that lord 
Strafford, in his letter of the 16th Feb. 1711-42, 
says, the Freneh ministers are mortihed at the 
general discontent these offers gave; and seem 
to wish they had put in Tournay for the Dutch, 
and St. Venant to be demolished, to have 
‘softened the matter at its first coming out. 

- Nor were our plenipotentiaries without their 
uneasinesses: They had done all they could, 
lord Strafford says, to persuade the French to 
be as ample in the explication as they could, 
* bemg that is what will have a great effect, 
and strike the minds of unthinking people, and 
nrake some work for reflection for the faction.” 
The plenipotentiaries complain, they are under 
great difficuities‘on all hands, for both Buys and 
Mesnager think they come short ef what had 
Been told them in England; and theallies then 
forming theit respective demands in concert 
with each other, they want further orders: The 
pupae fre at a great loss how to he- 
ave about Spain, both in regard to the parti- 
cular advantages that were to be asked on the 
behalf'‘of Great Britain, and the general dispo-. 


‘ s 2 


aition of it. 
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But Mr. St. John soon sends them words of 
comfort, that Mr. Harley wi® set out in a few 
days, who'is fully instructed in.all‘the queen’s 
views and desires ; “That it wére to be- wished 
this gentleman could have | beeni-sootier sent, 
but the hutry which wé have beer for some 
time in is itiexpressible ;. anid: he was too useful 
to: be spared, “till the House of Commons was 
perfectly secured to the queen’s interest, and to 
the measnres of péace, I think’ E may say 
they are-absolatelyso now. ‘He confesseth the 
French-plan to be too scanty: “That they must 
‘let the French ministers know, that the whole 
turns upon their manner’ of proceeding,. her 
majesty having gone further than could bave 
been expect from her in promoting the 

ace. Hoge ® : 

The Committee cannot but take natice of the 
reflection that is cast here upon that House of 
Cummons; as if they were secured to the 
queen’s interest, and the measures of peace, by 
the management of a secretary to the treasury, 
a near relation and a trusty agent of. the lord 
high treasurer. ee 

For whose use and service Mr. Harley had 
been so well employed at home, and was now. 
to be sent abroad, cannot be a doubt, since Mr. 
St. John thought it necessary to give M. de 
Torcy an immediate account of his successful 
endeavours here, and the business he was sent 
abroad to manage. - : 

In bis letter of March 4, to M. de Torcy, he 
tells him, “ He had deferred writing of late, 
till he might write with certainty; till the neces- 
ay dispositions were made among our people 
at home; and till the queen had taken the only 
resolution, which sold bring us jn a short 
time to a good and solid peace. I have now 
the satisfaction to tell you that this resolution is 
taken, and that Mr. Harley will carry with him 
this night, or to-morrow morning, the final in- 
structions cf the queen to her plenipotentiaries, 
I refer myself to Mt. Gaultier, to explain to you 
more at large the subject of this gentleman's 
commission; and what the queen. hopes his 
most Christian majesty will do to co-operate 
with her.” . Batol cs sch. 

These Instructions of Mr. Harley do not ap- 
pear; but it seems the subject of them was not 
preper to be committed to writing ; for which 
reason, as in almost all matters relating to the 
Pretender, it is referred to M. Gaultier tu ex- 
plain them; but what is meant by.the neces- 
sary dispositions .made among oor. pre le 
here at home, is pretty well explained by td 
de Torcy, in a memorial dated the 28th March 
1712, in answer to what was brought by M. 
Gaaltier ; wherein he cemmends the prudent 
conduct of the court of Britain, in managing the 
House of Commons, and io particular their 
wise conduct in making known to the House of 
Commons, that the nation wag abused by its 
allies; and savs, the king of France, assures 
himself ‘that those who now manage with s0 
much capacity the affairs of the queen of Great 
Britain, know how to curb the passion of the 


turbulent party in the other House, 2 
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In the mean time the allies, having each of 


them drawn up their respective demands at™ 
Utrecht, met together on the 4th March, N. S. 


to communicate them to- each other, as had 
been concerted, and likewise agreed that a 


clause should be inserted in their respective 


demands, for a just and reasonable satisfaction 
for all the rest. Count Zinzendorff further in- 
sisted that the restitution to the whole Spanish 
monarchy should be expressly mentioned. 
The Dutch delare they were resolved to make 
good all their treaties, made on occasion of this 
war, as well those that related to Spain and the 
Indies, as those made with Portogal. : 

What the behaviour of the British ministers 
was upon this occasion, will best appear by an 
extract of their own letter of March 6th, 
wherein they give an account of the whole pro- 
ceeding, No, 14. They were the only ministers 
that did not make any mention at all of Spain 
and the Indies; and were sensible of the dis- 
advantageous consequences of beingso; they 
were desirous to take off this odium, by seem- 
ing to say something, and in reality to say no- 
thing; which they do by a general declaration 
concerning the just and reasonable satisfaction 
for the queen’s allies, in conformity to her al- 
liances; and humbly hope what was said, will 


not be found contrary to ‘what has hitherto 


been declared. | 

On the 5th March the specific demands of 
the allies were delivered to the French pleni- 
potentiaries in writing ; they promise to explain 
themselves further upon them at the next-con- 
ference, which was to be the 9th, and then de- 
sired a further time to the 30th. | 

On the 30th the French plenipotentiaries de- 
clare they were ready to proceed in the nego- 
tiation by debating with the several allies ; but 
would give no answer in writing. 

This was @ great surprize to all but the Bri- 
tish ministers, whom the French had _ before- 
hand advised with. The allies still resolved to 
ie the French to answer in writing, and so- 

icit the British ministers to jcin with them in 


‘ it; who, that no mark of disagreement might 


appear (as their lordships express themselves in 
their dispatch of the 1st April, 1712) did finally 


_ consent to uninstance that was to be made the 


next day,-to require an answer in writing. 


'’ But lord Strafford had before given Mr. St. 


~ 


~ John an account of his opinion in his letter of 


the 25th March; wherein he says, “ I cannot 
help saying I believe the French have taken 
tlie wisest part not to answer in writing, though 
itiost of the ministers of the allies will be sur- 
prized, expecting they should ;” and says fur- 
ther, “I believe it is best they should first 
begin in the open congress to’ reason upon 
some of the allies demands, which will occasion 
so much difficulty that the ministers of the al- 
lies- will propose debating separately, which 
had better come from them than any one else. 
” The French ministers still persist in their re- 
fusal, upon which the states came to a resolu- 


tion at the Hague, not to treat unless an answer 
. was given in writing, Se 


Vou. VIN. 
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However the French continue obstinate. 
Lord Strafford sends an account that a resolu- 
tion was taken at the Hague to carry things to 
an extremity; upen which occasion Mr. St. 
John expresses himself in this manner, April 5, 
1712, * That he hopes the resolution taken at - 
the Hague to carry things to an extremity, was 
the last convulsive pang of an expiring faction ;” 
and yet this resolution was no more than to ine 
sist on a demand, in which al! the allies were 
unanimous, and ia which the British plenipo- 
tentiaries had themselves concurred. 

But what made the French thus persist in 
the resolution of giving no answer in writing, is 
accounted for in lord Strafford’s letter of the 
27th April, 1712, wherein he says, “The pen- 


sionary was extremely desirous. the French 


would answer in writing, which (it is his lord- 
ship’s opinion) they will evade till they see 
what success Gaultier has had at London ;” 
and in his letter of the 30th, * The French 
will avoid giving their answer in writing, till 
they see all agreed betwixt their court and 
ours.” | . . 

And, to shew that the French were very 
well satisfied with the method their business 


_was in, the plenipotentiaries in their letter of 


April 15, 1712, say “‘ They do not find the | 
French are much convinced of the necessity of 
dispatch ; and whea any thing is let fall of 
breaking off the conferences, they seem to 
take it with a great air of. indifference; well 
knowing their business was not to bedone at 
Utrecht, but by a negotiation carried on di- | 
rectly betwixt London and Versailles. | 
About the beginning of April, Mr.’ Harley 
and M. Gaultier arrived at Utrecht; in a very 
few days after, the French plenipotentiaries 
communicate to the lard privy seal and earl of 
Strafford a plan for a general peace, to which. 
they had added, by way of marginal notes, in 
a distinct column, what they are tuld will be 
absolutely necessary in order to a general 
peace: But this is entrusted to them under the 
highest obligation of secrecy, to discover no- 
thing of it to the rest of the allies. _ 
Our plenipotentiaries accept this plan asa 
mark of the great confidence France had in them; . 
and readily. engage that the allies should net be 
permitted to know a word of it: aud under 
the same caution sent it to the secretary. But . 
there isnoroom to doubt, but this plan,. that 
was transmitted to England ‘as a great disco- | 
very, was concerted here, and sent by Mr. . 
Harley to Utrecht, and by Abbot Gaultier to 
France. | ran | 
_ Mr. St. John much concerned at the behae 
viour of the allies, and the Dutch in particular, 
thinks it-proper to make one attempt more, as 
he calls it, to gain them; and therefore ore 
ders the plenjpotentiaries to acquaint them, | 
that her majesty will consent to their having. 
Dendermond and Ghent, and at thesame time 


‘depart from ‘her pretensions to Ostend ; and is 
willing that the trade to Spain and the Spanish 
Indies be settled upon the same foot as it sub- 

sisted at the death of the late king of Spain, 


(B) 
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nv all respects, except the assienfo: and their 
tordships are erdered to tell them in very plain 
térnig; that’ her majesty’s measures will be taken 
aceorditig to the return they make to the queen 
Ol “this occasion. er a, et, 

‘But at the same time no ‘comraunication at 
all is made to ‘the states, of the general plan of 
peace ‘last delivered by M. Gaultier, as there 
never had been'of any other, although in this 

_ last‘ the interests of all the allies were settled 
and’ determinéd’ between Great Britain and 
Franées 0% ge ke 
And to shew bow candidly we dealt with the 
‘quieeh’s good friends arid _allies, the Dutch, as her 
majesty was pleased to ‘stife them, the 15 per 
cent. upon all the goods and manufactures of 
Great Britain, which was offered at first as 
ane of the chief bribes to England to come 
into this “destructive peace, M. Mesnager had 
now explained away, and confined to such 
Qoods as were carried, not to Spain, but to the 
Spanish West Indies only ; and our ministers 
finding that France would not make this ef- 
fectual; Mr.‘ Harley is ordered to let it drop. 
But'see the use that is to be made of this insince- 
rity of the French ; atthe same time that Mr. 
St. John acqaints our plenipotentiaries with 
hér majesty’s consent to give this up, he tells 
them, “ But you will take care to do this in 
such a manner, as not only to.get something 
for it another way, but also to render this 
coricession of the queen’s a means - of bringing 
the Dutch to reason, and to a compliance with 
her‘ majésty’s measures.” 

Lord privy seal, April 29th, 1712, acquaints 
Mr. Secretary, our negotiation is at a stand, 
tilf the French ministers are ready to return 
Otie Answer orother; and May the 10th, 1712, 


the pletiipotentiaries say ‘* The French tell us. 


they can’t think of giving in their answer to the 
allies, tillthey hear from England the success of 
M. Gaultier ; and you may believe we wait for 
Wt with no less impatience than they do.” . 
* “Mr. St. John, May 3d, 1712, acquaints their 
excellencies, ‘I hope in a few days my dis- 
patches will become more material, and that 
‘we shall beable either to satisfy our friends at 
Utrecht, of not have reason to be much con- 
‘cerned at their uneasiness,” = * 
‘. This ends in ‘lord Strafford’s being sent for 
‘into England, and the following orders are sent 
‘to the lord ‘privy seal for his farther conduct, 
“* You are to stop afl instances fur procuring 
the tariff of 1664 to the Dutch; you are to de- 
‘cline absolutely to confer any further with 
them upon any’ matter,’ till you receive ‘the 
queen’s plan from hence, andl that ydu will ‘not, 
F hope, be lung in ‘expeétation’ of;' and ‘her 
 Yhajesty finds so ill a returti'niade by the states 
to her condescension ‘téwards them,’ that she 
likewise orders yout ‘lordship’ to take the first 
solemn opportunity of declaring:to the Dutch 
‘ministers; that’ all her''offers for adjusting our 
~#ifferences were founded @pon this express con- 
“dition, ‘that ‘they’ came immediately into the 
‘quéeti’s meastires, and acted openly and sin- 
‘eerely with her; and that she looks upon ber- 
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sary to be opened, that the allies might in’ ap- 
pearance, agreeabl 3 Hliance, Have 
the nd deerdgae! of treating and adjusting their 
sever ikl se mn 


tiaries."’ . i eR Ae ia a 
| The allies giving ‘in their specific’ demands 
was not to be avoided; but a French ‘were 
to gain as much time as they possibly could, by 
unnecessary delays; and at last insist upon 
such a method of answering these demands, as 
they knew the allies could not comply with, 
In the mean time the negotiations were carry- 
ing on directly betwixt England and France, 
or rather all thé conditions dictated and ‘pre- 
scribed by France; whilst the ‘allies were. 
amused with a dispute about the method of 
answering, from which France would not, and 
they could not possibly depart; in which Eng- 
land agreed with the rest of the allies. All 
particulars that concerned even the interest of 
the allies were transacted betwixt the ministers 
of England and France, under the highest obli- 
gations of secrecy : the Dutch are pressed to 
come into the queen’s measures, without being 
acquainted what the. queen’s measures were ; 
arid because they would not consent 'to they 
knew not what, as soon as it was resolved to 
send orders to the duke of Ormond not to en- 
gage in either siege or battle, and the yreat pro- 
Jects were ready to be executed on the others 
side of the water; the queen declares she looks 
upon herself now, from their corduct, to be 
under no obligation whatsoever to the ‘states 
general ; and thus the alliance betwixt Great . 
Britain and her principal ally is declared to be 
dissolved and cancelled, before any thing was 
finally agreed and concluded betwixt us and 
France; or we had the least security for our 
own trade and commerce, or any other ad- 
vantages that were to accrue to Great Britain, 
During these negotiations at Utrecht, and 
the disputes that had been industriously raised 
and kept on foot; the two great'poicts of the 
renunciation of the Spanish monarchy, ‘and cf 
the cessation of atms, hid bech ‘upon the 
anv a ee 
: . _¢4 .e Mag et te? Vie Ye 8g! avid 
Thé first mention that is made'of the ‘renun- 
ciation in order to be treated Of is found in. 3 
memorial dated March 28th, 1712, intityled, 
“ Thé Answer to'the Memorial brought ‘by M. 
Gaultier the’ 23d March, 1711-19:” this memo- 
rial which was received in France the 23d of 
March is suppressed, but the contents of it may 
ina great measitfe be collected from the’ an- 
swér that wag given to it. Thus much appears 
certain, that as the general proposal that the 
crowns of Frant¢é and Spain should never be 
united arose’ first from England, and was 
made an article in the private propositions sent 
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over by. Mr, Prior ; so from that time to this, . in France, that God alone can abolish that law, 
the method of preventing that union does not.) upon which your: right of succeasgion is. founde 
appear to have been once mentioned. The | ed; but you will give us leave tobe  persua- 
sense of France and Spain. upon that impor- } ded in Great, Britain, that a prince -may,.de- 
tant article was fot: known, nor so much as } part from his right by a voluntary. cegsion, 
asked ; “although in every step France had | and that he, in favour of whom that renyncia- 
given pla iadications, that the crown of Spain | tion is made, may be justly supported in his 
was.to remain to king Philip; and the com- | pretensions, by tbe powers that, : become. gua- 
mittee is surprized “to find the ministry had | rantees of the treaty. In short,.Sir, the queen 
ane such lengths ia promoting the measures.of | cammands me to tell you that shis article: .isof 
France, withuut taking the Jeast.precaution, or | so great consequence, .as well fox, herself'as: for 
having -any satisfaction, concerning the. mo- | the rest of Europe, for this present age.as for 
narchy of Spain ; wherein the-interest of Great.) posterity, that she wilh never-apree ‘ta cantinue 
Britain was by their. own confession, more im- | the negotiations of peace, uuless the expe- 
mediately concerned,than ‘in all the other ar- | dient-she has proposed be accepted, or. some 
ticles of the peace put together.. ? other equallysulid.” ss et 
- But itis plain chat in this memorial sent | M. de Torcy, in, answer to this letter; April 
from England, the scheme for preventing this | the 8th, N. S. begios to think it, cannot be 
union was first proposed by England, and that | impossible to find an expedient to:settle this 
the expedient was a renunciation: and as this | great affair; and he proposes that when:.the 
is a matter of such importance as deserves | king of Spain shall become. either immediate 
the greatest attention : that it may he seen in | successor, or presumptive heirto the crown. of 
its true light, the committee have annexed,the | France, he shall then declare the choice.he. in- 
extract of the Answer to the said Memorial, } tends to make ; either to maintain bis right te 
and the several letters that passed betwixt M. | the crown of France,or keep that of Spain; 
de Torcy and Mr. St. John upon this subject ;'| that king Philip shall become party to the 
No. 15. - 7 he ag ene treaty, wherein the. succession to the: two 
, In this Memorial M. de Torcy declares in | crowns shall be likewise settled ; and that .all 
the strungest terms, ‘‘ That the renunciation | the powers of Europe shall enter jato-an.en-- 
desired would be null and invalid by: the fuudar | gagement with France to maintain it...) 
mental laws of France, according to which ir, St. John, April the 6tb,.Q. S. regsqns 
laws the most near prince to the crown is of 
necessity the heir thereto; it isan inheritance 
that. he receives, neither from the king his pre- 
decessor, nor from the people, but from the 
benefit of the law ; so that when one king dies, 
the other succeeds him forthwith, without ask- 
ing the consent of any person whatsoever. 
He succeeds nat as heir, but as the master of 
the kingdom, the seiguory whereof belongs unto 
him, not by choice, but py right of -birth only. 
—He is not. beholden for. his crown either to 
the will of his.predecessor, or to any edict, nar 
to any decree, nor to the liberality of any per- 
sop, but to the law. ‘This law is looked upon, 
as the. work of him whe hath established 
all’ monarchies, and. we are -.persuaded jn - 
France, that God only can abolish it, No rev, 
. manciation therefore can, destroy .it; and if 
_ the. King of Spain should renounce, for the 
sake of peace, aud. in.ghedience to the :king 
his grandfather, they would deceive themselves 
that received it:as a sufficient expedient to, pres: 
Vent the mischief we propose to avoid.” .,.... 
_. Then he gives an account of the disposition 
made of the succession to the.crown :of Spain 
by king Philip and registered-in the councils of 
gat; “which disposivion, he, proposes.anay 
he confirmed by the. present treaty.of peace, 


against this last. proposal, and the several pro- 
jects coctained in M. de Torcy’s.-last. letter ;' 
insists that no expedient can effectually . secure 
Europe from the dangers wherewith it is threa- 
tened by the union. of the. two ‘monarchies, 
unless the prince, who is. at presént in possesr 
sion of Spain, makes his chojce at, this. very.,in- 
stant; and, upen a supposition. that the crows 
of Spain would be his, choice, that: this .decla- 
ration spould be made. during the. congress: as 
Utrecht. ee ee ak ae 
April 26th, N. S. M,. de Torcy, seeming, al- 
way tocomply with what, was desired, agrees 
that the catholic king must calm the aneasiness 
of Europe in declaring from.. the. present; time 
what part he will take, if ever the sugcession of 
France is open in bis favour... That. the incon- 
veniences arising from hence. must. sylmit te 
the public good. .“ Thus, Sir,” says M..deTorey 
to Mr. St. Jobo, “the -king approving: your 
proposition, dispatches; a courier.to; Spain; and 
‘writes to the-king, kis grandson, to,let him know 
the necessity, of resolving on- the choice he shall 
make,;.:ang to declarejt, (0 the.,end. ie may, ibe 
inserted. on she treaty..of .the,,geperal peace, 
aud be made.a condition: pfx, , whereof, all 
Europe shall be guarantee 37° And promised, 
he _use,all possible xogans,, exen |force,, if it, .were 
and, ratifi¢d by the Cortes, or ‘states.-of the | necessary, ta.make the king.of Spain agsee to 
Kingdon of Spain. ot deity He bopes.this: propgsizes avyll-in.e -great 
~" Mr. St. Joho An. his. Angwer,. March, 98d, ' Moensure remove all dificulsies 5,,and,, as, sbey 
1711-12, 10. S. rejects this proposal,and not .at |.mpstexpact new gbstriopana {rem ; those; who 
all conviticed by what, M..de.Torcy had..so |. would. willingly, break she conferences, besbe- 


strongly piged concerning the. nullity .of. the | ligves, the; best,avay. to disappeint their designs 
renunciation, jnsists still upon iz; “ We. are:| would,be, fay, tha queen of Great Betas. to 


Feady,” says he,.<.to beligve you are. persyaded'| propose immediately.asunpensien af arm~hy fer 


-~ 


& 
-~ ‘ < « ) 
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they ground their hopes upon the event of the | whar. method would be the most conducive to. 
Campaign. . Ms the general good. “‘ It would be:.very unhappy 
April 29th, O. S. Mr. St. John answers. this | if any event, during the campaign, should fall. 
letter, and treats this proposal as liable to all} outto-disturb the good. dispositions that are. 
the objections of the former, and argues thus | seen at present for establishing the public ree. 
upon it. ‘ Although the king of Spain should | poses.” go a ase. aes ee fe, -@ 
at this instant declare his choice ; What greater | This correspondence between the two secre- 
security will Europe have, if the execu- | ries for preventing the union of the two king- 
_tion of that choice be deferred to another | doms, carried on from about the middle of 
time? In offering. that he shall be obliged to | March to the 18th of May, 1712, ended at. 
declare his choice at‘ this present time, you | last just as it began ; and king Philip chose to. 
agree, that neither the stipulations of a treaty, | make the renunciation. The French minister. 
ner the guarantee of the powers engaged in | giving us such early notice, and ‘telling us so 
the present war, would be sutlicient to secure | very plainly, that what. we asked was utterly 
that the choice shall be made; how then can | insuflicient, and would be for.ever deemed. by 
we conclade that they will besufficient to se- | the unalterable laws of France null and .voad,: 
cure, that, when the case shall happen, he shall.| is very remarkable. His dexterity in manag- 
quit one crown to accept of the other, accord- | ing that part of the negotiation, m seeming: 
ing to the choice which he shall now make ?” | always to oon: and desirous to come as. 
He goes on, “‘ The queen has- often declared, | near as possible to the proposals made from. 
that it will be. impossible for her to be content, | bence, and submitting at last since we would 
with any expedient which shall not be very | have it so, to the renunciation so peremptorily : 
solid, upon an. article of so great importance | insisted on, is no less observable. | 
asthe reunion of the two monarchies. This| But it 1s unaccountable how the English mi. 
would be to lose the fruit, of allthe blood which | nistry, when they were expressly taid those 
the allies had spilt inthe course of this war; | would deceive themselves, who should accept 
this would be to betray the common cause of | of a renunciation as a sufficient expedient to. 
. Europe; and to expose both the present age | prevent the re-union of the. two. monarchies ; 
and posterity to greater dangers than it is pos- | when they laid it down themselves, asa prin-: 
sible to imagine.” In short, he insists ‘¢ that | ciple never to.be departed from, that the union 
they musttake care that the time shall never | of the two monarchies would be the greatest. 
be, when the same prioce shall have the crown | mischief that could possibly happen to all 
of Spain upon his head, and the succession to | Europe, and to Great: Britain in partcular ; 
the crown of France opento him.” He at last | should still persevere in relying upon this ex- 
proposes, “ It the king ‘of Spain prefers the | pedient of arenunciation. And it cannot be © 
expectation of the erown of France, to the | forgot, that no care was taken to render ef-. 
present possession of Spain, in such case he | fectual the two only expedients, that were ever 
shall withdraw forthwith with his family. out of | proposed for adding any degree of real security. 
Spain, the possession of which, and of the | to the renunciation; Which were, to have it 
Indies, should be given to the duke of Savoy; | solemnly accepted by the ‘states of ‘France, 
tbat king Philip. should have the kingdom of | and to have it confirmed by a general guaranty. 
Sicily and the hereditary dominions of theduke | of all the powers of Europe engaged in the: 
of Savoy, together with the. Monferat and}| present war. The first was.asked indeed ; 
Mantua, all which dominions he should remain | but upon a refusal of France, was eutirely. 
possessed of, though he became king of France ; | given up by our ministry: The second, by our 
excepting Sicily, which in that case should re-| method of negotiating, and our treatment of the . 
turn toa the houseof..Austria.” = . -.. | allies, was from. that very time rendered im- 
_ May the 18th, N. 8. M. de Torcy, still yield- | practicable ; a9 the French could-not but fore~. 
ing and complying .with the measures of Eng- | see, “It must be remembered, that.a, few. daya, 
land, shews the great hardship..the king of | alter this answer of M.de Torcy was received, - 
Spain myst.undergo, in sacrificing his own, and | Mr. St: Joho sent orders to the.. British. plenin': 
the interest of his.famiy, for the establishing a} potentiaries toideclare to the states general. 
general peace; however, the king ef France } the queen was now:.under no further @blige- ~ 
would send to him te know, bis mind. upon the.| tions whatsoever.to then, who. with thé restiof&: - 
~ two alternatives. , In the mean time the :king } the allies were to. be: guarantees of this treaty, © 
of France. promises that, the, treaty. of peace |,- Fhe Committee think. it proper:to. mention, | 
shall be made, upon the foundatinn..of one of | here a passage in a letter from the lords: pleni-. 
these twu propositions; either that the king of | potentiaries to Mr. St. John, Feb: 26,:1711719, . 
Spain shall renounce hig right to the-crown: of | N.S. whe acquaiot:him, that.in:some discourse: - 
France, and keep Spain,and the. Indies ; or if | with -the.:mareschal D’Uxelles upom occasion’. 
he prefers hig expectation upon France, heshall |. of the death of rhe. Dauphin, they dasired to::. 
quit, Spain and the Indies ‘to the duke of. Savoy, | know of. hint, what those measures are which - 
_ an exchange for the present. domipions. of the | France offera to take 4n order to’ prevent. the 
duke, of Savoy, cc, asiproposed by My.-St.} univa of the tyo.kingdons ; and whether they 
Jaho. He hopes by this promise of the: king of | were.to consist ineal or verbal seourities ; the | 
France, all,,,yncertaiuties. are remoxed.; and | French minister. pretended: te kaow no ather - 
submits to the. queen’s..wisdom,. to consider | but of the latter sort... Aud then they suggest 


- 


- 
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to. Mr; St. Jebn, that an obligation upea king: 


Philip ‘to. renounce the regency as:well-as: the: 


crown’ of:France, for himself and his: posteraty, 
would amount to same degree of real security. 


But no endeavours were used to obtaia'this, nor 
any mention made of it, as far as appears, .... 
Mr. Sc: Joba, as secretaryof state, trans- 
acted this affair with M. de. Torcy:; but’ as <it 
cannot easily be supposed; that he: did this 
without the advice and approbation. of the:lord 
treasurer, as: first minister; s0.2¢- appears, that 


at the same time a.correspondence was held. 


betwixt the lord treasurer and M. de Torcy: 
Mr. St. John says in his letter of the 24th April, 


_ 1712, be was forced to stop the courier which 


he designed to dispatch the day before, to wait 


“for a letter:which my lord treasurer writes to 
M. de Torcy; and April 11th, he was obliged. 


to stop the courier till to-day,.in hopes that lord 
treasurer would be ia a condition to auswer M. 
de Torcy’s ‘letter, but the defluxioa in his eyes, 
which has hindered him for five days, still cone 
tinues. And April 26th, M. de Torcy is very 
much concerned for ‘the ndisposition of my 


-Jord treasurer, and ardently wishes he may 


goon recover. ‘It is very important,” says 
he, “ that those who, like you and him, have 
had the principal share in the work of peace, 
should have the glory of finishing it.” | 

M. de Torcy’s letter of the 18th May, N. S. 
was received by Mr. St. John the 9th May, 
Q. 8. and the promise of the king of France to 


. _ oblige his grandson to accept the alternative of 


the two kingdoms had so good and. sudden an 
effect, that the day following, without waiting 
the return of the courier from Madrid, to know 
whether king Philip did consent or not to the 
progusal; orders are sent to the duke of Or- 


mond by Mr. St. John to avoid engaging in any | 


siege, or hazarding a battle till further order. 
And he is divecied, to disguise the receipt of this 
order. Her ‘majesty thinks he cannot want 

etences for conducting himself soas to answer 
hee ends, without owning that, which at present 
might have an ill effect if it were publicly 
known. | : 

On the same day that these orders are sent 
to the qneen’s general with directions to dis- 
guise them, which was to conceal them from 
the -eonfederates, they are communicated to 
the:queen’s-enemies. Abbot Gaultier will give 
you:an:-account; says Mr. St. John to M. de 
Torcy, of the orders I have just now dispatched 
to the duke! of ‘Ormond. What Mr. St. John 
himself cheught of the importance of this order 
is to‘be learned from -his letter te Mr. Prior, 
Sept.:'19, 1712... The moment I read the queen 
a letter ‘from M. de. Torcy, by which it ap- 

earéd ‘that: the-king: of France. would oblige 

is grandson ‘to accept of the alternative of 
quitting one of the two monarobies, her orders 
were dispatched to the duke to: engage in nei- 
ther ‘siege or battle;. and she prevented the 
French:from‘even making the demand. I will 
nob‘say that this order saved their army, but I 
think in my conscience that it did. - | 
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received no answer from 


agein to M.:-de: Torcy,: although they had yet. 
adrid concerning 
the: .renunciatioa, but: beiag ,préssed ‘in : tauve, 
and findsng it necessary for the -queen'to mpke 
the . communication to. parliament, that: ‘she. 


| had: promised, ‘of: the: terms on: which'a peaee 


might.ibe made; -be‘acquaints him with the 
steps the queen was resolved totaké; provident | 
the most. Christian King: will render them. pracy © 


ticable: for het, And-in a Memorial‘ of the: 
same date, No. 22, specifies the conditions upon. 


which her majesty consents to. 
portant steps, and decisive declarations té. her 
parliament, as these which follow. -- First; that: 
she: had settled with: France the imtérests ‘of 
Great Britain. Secondly, ‘that she looks upor 
the interests of the other powers ehgazed with 
her in the war,:as easy to be adjusted ;- since; 
the king offers ‘to the greatest part: of: then 
very near what.they have demanded, and to alt 
a just and reasonable satisfaction. Thirdly,: 
that she will set about accommodating the af-- 
fairs of her allies ; and that, to prevent all the 


obstructions which the events of the campaign . 


might occasion of the negotiations of peace,’ 
she had agreed with the king to a suspension of 
arms. ie 3 eR me tk ea 

The conditions specified in the memorial, dre’ 
demands relating to North America, to comme 
merce, and the suspension efarms. = === 

In the article concerning Commerce, tt iv 
said, That several points relating to trade re-’ 
quiring a longer discussion than the present 
crisis would admit, and the-queen being: much: 
more intent upon securing-the general peace, 
than any particular advantages; demands at’ 
present only the two following conditions. 
First, that.commissaries should be named on! 
both sides to meet at Londen, there to examine 


-and settle the duties and impositions to be 


paid respectively in-each kingdom. Secondly, 
that no privileges or advantages, relating to 


commerce with France, shall be yielded to any: _ 


foreign nation, which shall not at the same: 
time be granted to the subjects of her Britannic 


majesty ; as likewise, no: privilege or advan- | 


tage, in relation to the trade of Great Britain, 
shall be yielded to any foreign nation, which 


shall not at the same time be granted to the 


subjects of France. 
As to the Suspension of Arms, her majesty 
will consent it shall be made for two months: - 


pila first, that within the said term" the 


ing of Spain shall either make the renoncia- ° 


tion demanded, or shall yiéld Spain to the 


[suet 


—_ 


duke of Savoy; upon the conditions mentioned — 


in Mr. St.' John’s ‘letter of the 29th of April 


O. 8. Seconidly, that the French garrson shalt — 


evacuate 'Dnnkirk, and the queen’s troops be’ 
admitted, the same day ‘that the ‘suspension of | 
arms shall: commence. ‘Thirdly, that ‘in case 
the states: general shall-at the same time con- 


sent to. the suspension of arms, it seems reason-"" 
able they should have the liberty of putting &' 


garrison into Cambray. : | 
‘Upon these ‘conditions your ‘Committee cat " 
not but observe, That althougly it was daily tin- 


xxvii] | 
stilled into the minds of the people, that the 
great advantages in trade and commerce se- 
cured to Great Britain, were the chief .induce- 
ments to the ministry to engage in these mea- 
sures. with France, .it is here declared ‘they 
were more intent upon the general peace, than 
any particular advantages. And whereas it 
was laid dewn as a principle from which the 
queen would never depart, that the interests of 
Great Britain should in the first place be ad- 
jasted ; and the great advantages stipulated 
for these nations, before the conclusion of the 
peace, were to justify the peace, and all the 
steps that were taken to procure it; it is now 
evident that no mention was made of our 
trade in Spain; and for owr commerce iti ge- 


neral ;. the settling of that was postponed, and 


ali points in dispute, betwixt Great Britain and 
France, were to be referréd to commissaries ; 
which proposition was not demanded, but vo- 
luatarily offered by Mr. St. John. = 

On the 8th June, N.S.. 1712, M. de Torcy 

sends an account, “ That the king of Spain, 
of the two propositions, had chosen to keep 
Spain and the Indies, and to renounce, for 
Inmself and his descendants, the right to the 
crown of France. This gas ba obstacle to 
the peace being removed, the king of France 
expects that the queen will now clear, on her 
side, the rest of the difficulties, which may 
obstruct this great work; by making such de- 
clarations as had: been promised upon the re- 
turn of the courier from Madrid, and as are ne- 
cessary for this end. The king thinks the first 
and most urgent is, to settle a suspension of 
arms, either general, or at least between the 
two armies in the Low Countries, which may 
continue till the conclusion of the peace.” 

On the 10th June, N. S. M. de Torcy ac. 
knowledges the receipt of Mr. St. John’s letter 
of the 24th of May, O. S. together with the 
memonal; and sends another Memorial in 

"answer to it, containing the king of France’s 
answer to these hast demands of the queen, 
No. 23. , 
_He takes notice, that the letters from the 
army mention a design to invest Quesnoy, in 
order to besiege it; but the king caaonot think. 
that the queen approves of such an undertakiug, 
much less that her troops shall be employed to 
render it successful: « He concludes, that if a 
Suspension is not immediately made, we may 
find:ourselves indispensably-drawn into some 
great event, ‘which he. hopes the: secretary’s 


prudence and vare wilt prevent: _ And although. 


in the answer to the queen’s demands, nothing 
material that was asked fdr our trade in’ North. 
‘America is granted, the eyadcuating-of Dankirk, 


and admitring an English garrison isnot agreed 
to, and the receiving a Dateh garrison into. 


Cambray is absulutely refuyed,: which: ‘were 
proposed as conditions: of ‘thé: suspension of 


arms, M. de Torcy hopes that this returt to the’ 


queen’s demands will occasinn no new trouble, 


but’ as the beginning-and whole course of this 


negotiation was carried are ae the bona ‘fide, 
and a erutual confidence, of which they bad 


~ 
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seen the good effects; it is necessary.to banish 
all distrust, and the queen to repose ah intiré 

‘confidence in his-majesty, without msisting on 
demands which may serve only: to create 

jealousies, ~~ _ va See ee 

On the 6th June, O. S. Mr. St. Jobn owns 
the receipt of M. de Torcy’s two tetters of the 
8th and 10th June, N. S.'and says, “ although 
the King of France’ had ‘not answered the 
queen’s demands according to’ expectation, 
which were the conditions on which the. qneen 
was to make such peremptory and decisive 
declarations ; yet the queen would’ not deter 
going that day to parliament, and makiog all 
the declarations that were necessary to render 
the nation unanimously inclined to the peace ; 
that she had not indeed’ ‘mentioned to the par- 
liament the suspension of arms, bat had ‘com- 
manded him to a¢quaint M. de Torcy with the 
resolutions she had taken in relation to it, and 
insisting upon the renunciation as the capital 
point of the negotiatiun; and for which, her 
majesty would rather depart from almost al} 
the points that had been agreed upon, than - 
leave that to any uncertainty. Upon this 
foundation the queen hopes, that the most _ 

Christian King will not find any thing offensive 
in the demands, which she found herself obliged 
to renew, being conditions fot a suspension of. 
arms between the two armies in the Nether- 
lands; which if the king consents to,” says 
Mr. St. John to M. de Torcy, * you have only 
to sign and send to the duke of Ormond, who, 
at the same time that he takes possession of 
Dunkirk, will declare to the allies, that he has 
orders to actno further against France.” He 
acquaints him that * Lord Strafford was going 
back to Utrecht, that the instructions he was to 
carry will; according to your desire, put the. 
queen’s plenipotentiaries in a condition to keep. 
no longer those measures’to which they have 
heen hitherto obliged to ‘submit, but from 
henceforth they may openly join with those of 
France, and give law to those who will nut sub- 
mit to just and reasonable ‘conditions ;” and 
promises when Jord Strafford goes, he will dis- 
patch another courier to form him of the o7+ 
ders heearries. © 0 

Your Committee’ think-it’ propér to: insert 
here aud extract of a‘letter fromthe earl of 

Strafford to Mr. St. Fuhin, of the'30tb of April, 
1712, N.S. “ Thos" you still ‘see! the: temper 


here, and the tiie i¢’ will‘naturally hag to vet 
the Duteh (if they will 'at last settle “a plan) 


before it'can be dohe. You' see the’ events’ 
we are ¢iposed: to, by the ‘bperatidns in’: the 
field the iient timé,“and' ‘you have it “by this 
time if your power‘tu terminate afl, and ‘even. 
to stop the operations of the army fora mouth, 
till the negotiation is ended one way’ or other: 
There‘ is'nd pretence ‘now it can ‘be’ a prejudice 
to'us; should a cessation be made’; ‘fur-the fur 
mér ‘pretences are out of doors, Of its being: 
jippossible for thé Frenct to. make magazines: 
for tlieir army to'take the field as‘soon, as’ dure’ 
aad Raving burnt! those magazines at frst’ ats 
firmed impossible to he made, for us by” tht 
Apeby uy ae ee Pir ee oS coe 
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means to be masters of. besieging, either ,Cam- 
bray or Arras, and our army’s marching to 
Paris is stopt at least for this summer iq. .all. 
appearance, The French are now better posted 
than we are; their army js much stronger. 
We cannot march to. surprize them in other 
parts of their lines till we have green forage, 
which won’t.be up these three weeks at soonest. 
They have all their.troops up, and we want.a 
great part, of ours, especially the imperialists, 
-who it is said, cannot join the army in a month 
yet; so that. now the advantage of a cessation 
-of arms is on our side, if they will, for the 
sake of peace, consent to it. If, upon these 
and other considerations, a cessation is thought 
in England necessary, the queen must not pro- 
pose it, but at the same time be resolve to 
‘put itin execution on ber side, if agreed .to 
by the French; becanse such a proposition 
willl be sure to meet with opposition, unless 
backed with resolution, and may have the ef- 
- fect,of making those who delight. in. war un- 
dertake with so much the greater precipitation 
some desperate attempt.” Upon what ground- 
Jess allegations the earl of Strafford did here 
advise.a suspension of arms, is submitted to 
the consideration. of the House. 


_ The Articles for a. Suspension, signed by. 
Mr, St. John, June the 6th, O. S. and the |. 


Answer, signed by M. de Torcy, June the 22d, 
41712, N.S. are.annexed. No. 24. . 

‘The next day, June the 7th, O. S. Mr. St. 
Joln writes a private letter to .M. de Torcy, 
expressing the utmost confidence in the good 
faith of the most christian king; thinks it 
necessary to hasten the peace; tells him, it 
would frighten the Dutch to be told the queen 
will act no longer against France; and that if 
they do not hasten ta make their agreement, 
they will have a burthen upon their backs 
which they arenot able to bear. = 

Ono the same day Mr, St. John sends ta the 
duke .of Ormond copies of. these two. last. 


letters, and of the Memorial gent to the marquis: 


de.Torcy, “ They have been,” says his lord- 
ship, ‘‘ prepared. hy,the queen’s order in an- 
swer to the last express which. came, from 
France, and. you will: percejve by..them,. my 


Jord, that the queen insists ‘on the execution of: 


the article relating to ‘Spain, and; on, the; de~ 
j kirk, a8. points .without, which; 


very of Dunk 
ns ella declare for @ cessation.of arms jin.’ 


the Netherlands;, but if these conditions :are 


accepted, apd,sent, signed by the marquis de 


Torey,,to. your, grace, and Dynkirk. put. into. 
your possessign, you.are pablicly to own: that 
--You,canact ao | Eye 

they, are pat consented Ye 708 are intixely free 
from restraint, and at.a liberty, ta take., all rea- 
sopable,,measpres,that are .in.your power, for. 
agnoying the enemy... It is probable the. mar, 
shal Villars;may receive the orders, which, will. 
be sent. him ;from Versailles, within, ia, dey, 
after this letter will come tg your, hands. Your, 
grace, will therelare jose no time in acquaiating. 
him, that your expectation of bearing from, his; 
court that which must determine your pro- 
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ouger against the,.Erench, If 
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ceedings; and that, according to the king’s re~ 
solytion, you are either to: look upon your- 
selves on both sides as freed from any restric- 
tive orders, and in full liberty of acting against 
each other: or that you are openly to declare 
for a cessation.” <3 | 
The committee think it necessary now to go 
a little back, and observe what Orders and In- 
structions had been given to the duke of Ormond, 
and what. accounts he had sent of, his - pro- 
ceedings during the time the correspondence 
relating to the renunciation was carrying on. 
On the 12thof April 1712, N. S. ‘his In- 
structions are signed by. the queen, No, 25. 
He is ordered to repair first.to the Hague, and 
to see the: pensionary, before he puts himself 
at the head.of the troops ; to express to him 
the queen’s resolution of pressing the war 
with all possible: vigour; to assure him he is 
prepared to live in a perfect good correspon- 
dence with all the generals,. and particularly 
with these of the states; to inform himself — 
what plan has been agreed for the operation of 
the campaign; And as soon as he arrives at 
the frontier, to meet with prince Eugene, and 
such of the generals as shall be in the secret, 
and with thei to concert the proper measures 
for entering upon action. oa : 7 
Your Committee conceive these Instructions 
signed by her majesty must be the rule of. his 
grace’s actions, tall countermanded or revoked 
by equal authority, there being no general di- 
rection in them to follow such further orders 
as he should receive from a secretary of 
state. ae, 
On the 24th of April, N.S. The duke of Or- 
mond gives the secretary an account, “ That 
according to bis instructions, he had given the 
pensionary ajl the assurances of carrying on 
the war with vigour, and, and acting in- confi- 
dence with all the allies, and more especially 
the Dutch; which were received with the 
greatest professions-of duty and-respect to her 
majesty.” Pak 
Qn.the 30th, the duke.of Ormond had been 


in conference with the council: of state, where, 


his grace says, theré werd. great expressions of 
duty to ber majesty... ‘They told him tberd was 
no. pasticular sesdlption taken as:to the! dpe. 
ration.of. the campaign, but left it to. their: ges 
nerals,. W ho, with their deputies are to. act: im: 


concert. with, the generals..of the: alles, and. 
that they had.given .arders: to their generals ta: 
live.in aj geod. correspoude 


nee with: bis grace. 
On the 25th of, April,,O.8, svhich must:'be . 


observed was, before it weas-known France had 
agreed,.se; much ag, te prepose.,to the iking: of 
Spain. the, nltexnative, aé:the twa -monarchies, 
which was.nes tl che 18th of; May, N'. Su. Mr 
St. Jobp. begins'.to.give the, dulie of Ormond 
syme.distans hint of the-seene that .was aftecs:. 
wards. tobe, Opeaad, cand, telia, him, * The 
queen Jncloes to .be of: opinion) ‘that call ithe: 
troops, whesher subjactaior, Goneigners, | belong. 
ing.to het, should. be, immediately: vader: bt: 
gtace’s. command. . There may baveboen fora- 
merly reasons for using a different method, but 
1 | 
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there seems at present to be some of a very 
strong nature for taking this, and perhaps 
these may every day grow still stronger. In- 
-Sinuates there may be reason to be jealous of 
prince Eugene ; and on this occasion his grace 
is direcied to be more cautious for some time 
~ of engaging in an action, unless in the case of 
avery apparent and considerable advantage, 
upon pretence of waiting till the German 
troups were all arrived, that they may have 
their share, if there is to be any action.” | 

On the 9th of May, N.S. The duke of Or- 
mond acknowledges the receipt of two letters 
from Mr. St. John of the 16th and 22d of 
April, neither of which appear. But his grace 
says in answer to the secretary, “I am of 
.your opinion, that a bate won or lost would at 
this‘time make very great alterations m the 
treaties now on foot ; Bat you remember that, 
in my instructions, I am ordered to act in con- 
junction with the allies in prosecuting the war 
with vigoar ; so that, should there happen-a 
fair opportunity to attack the enemy, I cannot 
refuse it, if proposes by the prince and States. 
But I haope to have the messenger before the 
ee are formed, which will be in 3 or 4 

ays.” ; 


On the 12th of May, N. S. The duke of 


Ormond expresses still the same uneasiness, 
wishes to hear from England that the peace is 
near concluded, but hopes, if it be delayed, we 
hall bave the good fortune to force the French 
to comply with the queen’s demands. , 

_ But his grace was now soon put out of his 
pain by the order, mentioned before, of May 
the 10th, O. S. not to engage in any siege, or 
hazard a battle. 

On the 25th of May, N. S. The duke of 
Ormond writes two lettersto Mr. St. John, a 
private letter and a public letter. In the first, 
which was his private letter, and all wrote in 

. bis own hand, “ his grace acknowledges the re- 
ceipt ‘of his orders, not to engage in siege or 
battle ; to which he promises an exact obedi- 
ence, and to keep secret his having received 
any such command, and will endeavour to 
hinder its being suspected. But prince Eugene 
and the States having proposed to attack the 
enemy, or, if that be found too hazardous, to 
besiege Quesnoy, his grace fears it will be very 
ditiicult for him to disguise the true reason of 
his opposing all proposals that shall be made for 
undertaking any thing, having no excuse for de- 
lays, all the troops we expected, and the heavy 
cannon, being to be bere on Saturday :” And 
he says if he could have found forage here, he 
’ would have made some pretence to delay the 
march, though the dispositions of it were made 
before he received this letter. 
. | Buton the same day his grace writes ano- 
ther public letter to Mr. St. John, after he had 
received the letter of the 10th, as is expressly 
said ; wherein he takes no notice of his orders 
not to engage in siege or battle, but speaks of 
his having reviewed the English troops, and 
found them in so good.a condition, that must 
convince all the allies how groundless the com- 
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plaints are that have been made of our back- 
wardness, of which he says, I beheve you will 
now hear no more.” He goes on, “ if we find 
all Opportunity to bring the ewemy to a battle, 
we shall not decline it.” : 

On the 28th ef May, the duke. of Ormond, 
in his letter to Mr. St. John, says, “ Yesterday 
prince Eugene and the States deputies desired 
that 1 would consent to send the quarter-mas- 
ters to view the French camp; which I could 


Not refuse, without giving them some suspicion 


of what 1 am ordered to disguise ; but 1 was 
sure that nothing of action could happen, the 
enemy being behind the Schelde... The detach-’ 
ment that went with them were furty squa- 
drons, and all the grenadiers of my army to 
support them and make good their retreat, 
should the enemy have endeavoured for to 
have attacked them. They went as far (I mean 
the horse) as Catelet, where the right of the 
enemy’s army lies, and are come back without 
seeing any of the Fiench on our side the 
Schelde. | 

‘‘The distance between the head of the 
Somme and that of the Schelde is not above 
a league and a half, which is a plain; and the 
enemy have not yet offered to throw up any 
retrenchment: may be to-morrow they will 
begin to work, since they have seen our troops 
reconnoitring that way.” Prince Eugene and 
the deputies being to dine with his grace the 
next day, he was under apprehensions they 
would press him to undertake something im- 


‘mediately, which it would be very hard to con- 


ceal the true reason of his refusing, baving no 
reasonable excuse for it. 

In this letter-his grace gives an account of 
letter that he had received from Mareschal 
Villars, and the answer that his grace wrote to 
the Mareschal. 

This Correspondence, which on both sides is 
insisted upon to be kept as the most absolute 
secret, is founded upon a postcriptin Mr. St. 
John's letter of May the’10th to the duke of 
Ormond, wherein he tells his grace “ Com- 
munication is given of this order to the court 
of France; so that if Mareschal Villars takes 
any private-way notice of it to you, your grace 
will answer accordingly.” a 

May the 25th, N. S. Mareschal Villars ac- 
quaints his grace, ** That he had the king’s or- 
ders, and the queen of England’s consent, to 
write to him as soon as’ he received the cou- 
rier; and whatever glory is to be acquired against 
a general whose valour is so well. known 
among them, he desires them to be assured that 
he never received more agreeable news: than 
that they were to be no longer enemies.” 

The duke‘of Ormond in answer acquaints 
him, That he had received orders from the 
queen upon the same subject, to which he 
would not fail to conform hnuself in the most 
exact manner. . | 

This is conformable to the intimation given 
by Mr. St. Joho, That if Marescheal Villars 
takes any private-way notice ¥ his orders, bis 
grace was to answer accordingly, 


@ 


_ 


“ 


is / 


? 
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But his grace proceeds further, and says, 
‘¢ The motion which we are going to make is 
principally for the subsistence of our troops, so 


that you need not be under any apprehension 
at this March; at least I can answer for the 


ueen’s army, which I have the honour to com-’ 
q y> ve 


mand.” | - 

~ Your Committee is at a loss to account for 
this transaction, unless bis grace had orders not 
only to act. against France, but to give the 
French general intelligence of all that was de- 


_signed in the confederate army. 


The report being made hy the quarter mas- 
ters general, who went with the detachment to 


_ view the French camp, aud the overture he- 


tween the sources of the Somme and Schelde, 
and they aH agreeing that the ground was as 
advantageous.as could be, their situation being 
such as gave ap opportunity of falling upon 
their flank and rear, it was proposed to the 
duke of Ormond to march without the least 


"delay to the enemy, and to attack them. 


What his grace did upon this occasion is 
best to be learnt from his own words, in his 
letter of May the 29th to Mr. St. John. “ You 
ay easily imagine the difficulty that I was 
under to excuse the delaying a matter, which 
according to the informations I had from the 
quarter masters general, and several other ge- 
neral officers that went out with the detach- 
ment, seemed to.be so practicable. The best 


excuse I could make was lord Straffurd’s sudden 


voyage to England, which gave me reason to 
believe there must be something of consequence 
transacting, which a delay of four or six days 
would bring to light; and therefore I desired 
they would defer this undertaking, or any other, 
until I should receive fresh letters from Eng- 


and,” ee 


‘Your Committee cannot better represent 
the favourable opportunity that was heré lost 
to the common cause, and the advantage, or 
rather deliverance, that was secured to the 


‘common enemy, than ina letter from'the de- 
puties of the States to the duke of Ormond, 


June the 4th, N. S. No. 26. : ; 
These Representations, and the pressing in- 
Stances made by Prince Eugene, are enter- 
tained by Mr. St. John as affected alarms and 
clamours raised with much industry, but such 
as gave her majesty no uneasiness whatsoever. 
But they began to make some. impressions 


upon the duke of Ormond ; he grew sensible of 


the ill blood and dissatisfaction caused among 
the allies by the measures he was obliged to 
take, who did not stick to say we were betray- 
ing them. He sends an account that Prince 
Eugene and the States deputies had resolved 


to besiege Quesnoy, which place was that day, 


June the 8th, N. S. 1712, invested ; and though 
he had nothing to do in the operation, he could 
not refuse furnishing some troops in the States 
pay, but had avoided giving any in the queen’s 
whole pay. 7 

We are now come again to the 7th of June 


0.8. when Mr. St. John sent to the duke of 


Ormond his letters of the 6th and 7th.to M. 
Vou, VII. i 
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de Torcy, and ; the last articles proposed by 


Great Britain for a suspension of arms ; and it 
is to be observed, that hitherto it was an entire 
secret between the English and French courts, 
and their two generals, that neithér siege or 
battle was to be engaged in by the duke of Or- 
mond. Prince Eugene and the whole confe- 
deracy were as yet amused with hopes that the 


duke of Ormond might be permitted in some 
degree to comply with his instructions, and the 


solemn and repeated assurances that had been 
given, to act in conjunction with the rest of the- 
allies: buc the time was now come, when the 
secretary’s care and prudence was to deliver 
the French king from the apprehensions, under 
which M. de Torcy had’so often declared him 


| to.be for the events of this campaign; and al-. 


thuugh the suspension of arms was pressed and 
insisted npon by France, and was to be granted 
purely for the sake ‘and preservation of the 
French army, which in all reasen should bave 
brought them to a compliance with the de» 
mands sent from England ; yet so very tracta- 
ble did our ministry prove, that France's re- 


ing a suspension of arms, had no ather effect 
but tomake us lower the terms upon which 
they were to accept what could be no advan- 
tage to England, but was of the highest jmpor- 


‘tance to France. © 


When these last conditions were sent to the 
duke of Ormond, with,the orders that attended 
them, it is to be observed, that Mr. St. John 
declared, the queen insisted on the execution 
of the article relating to Spain, and on the de- 
livery of Dunkirk, as points without. which she 
would not declare for a cessation of arms: so 
that if these conditions were not absolutely 
consented to, if the answér from France, which 


sures, was not signed by M. de Torey, and 
Dunkirk was not put into possession of the 


to act against France; but upon these condi- 
tions the duke of Ormond was ordered imme- 
diately to declare a cessation of arms. er 
- The Committee cannot but think this order 
in itself of a very extraordinary nature, although 
conditional; and the ministry seem in very 
great haste to give all up into the hands of 
France, when the queen’s general, at the head of 


covering a siege, which the allies were engaged 
in, should be ordered to govern himself ac- 
cording to such significations as should come 
from the court of France, and those transmitted 
him by the general commanding the enemy’s 
army, whose duty it was by force or stratagem_ 
to raise the siege, or gain any advantage he 
could over the allies. | 

On the 22d of June, N. 8. an Answer to the 
Proposals last- sent qver was transmitted to 
Mr. St. Jobn, signed by M. d® Torcy, with two 
alterations, one no less material, than whereas 
it was demanded that the renunciation should 
be ratified in the most solemn manner by the 


States of France, which had been mentioned — 


(C). | 


fusing the conditions at first proposed for grant- 


was to determine the duke of Ormond’s mea- | 


duke of Ormond, his grace was at intire liberty _ 


a confederate army in the field, at that time . 


- 


\ 


; , a 
XXV] 


before as one of the chief securities to make it 
as effectual as any thing could, it 1s here sub- 
stituted, that it shall be registered in the se- 
veral parliaments: and to the article of Dun- 
kirk, is added, That all the king’s officers, both 
land and sea officers, shall have liberty to stay 
at Dunkirk, and to execute their several offices. 
And on the same day, M. de Torcy writes two 
Tetters to Mr. St. John, the one a public letter 
explaining at large the alterations ; the other 
a@ private letter, to prevail with him to consent 
to these alterations. And it may be here ob- 
served, that there are several instances of such 
& private correspondence carried on between 
the two secretaries. 3 | 

At the same time, a copy of the Memorial 
and the Answer was sent to the Mareschal 
Villars, who with ‘his Letter of the 24th of 


June, N. S. sends the copies to the duke of. 


‘Ormond, and tells him the originals were sent 
to England ; and doubts but but the suspension 
of arms would immediately take effect. . 
- But it appears: by the duke of Ormond’s 
letter to Mareschal Villars, of the 25th of 
June, ‘That these were only copies and not 
sizned, for his grace says, ‘It were to he 
wished that M. de Torcy had given himself the 
trouble to sign them, as being more agreeable 
to his grace’s instructions; but that he may 
not stop so good a work, by difficulties and 
scruples, he will not insist upon formality : he 
promises to go immediately to prinee Eugene 
and the States deputies, to persuade then to 
aWandon the enterprize upon Quesnoy, and 
to declare, § That in case of a refusal, he shall 
be obliged to withdraw the queen’s army; and 
as soon as the troops, which he should detach 
for that purpose, had taken possession of Dun- 
kirk, the suspension. of arms shall take place.” 
~ On the 27th ef June, the duke of Orinond 
gives Mr. St. John an account, That he had 
een with Prince Eugene, and the States de- 
pe “and had ‘acquainted them, that the 
rench king having agreed to several articles 
demanded by the queen, as the foundation of a 
cessation of arms, he could no longer cover the 
siege of Quesnoy; but was obliged by his in- 
structions to march with the queen’s troops, 
and those in her majesty’s pay, and to declare 
a cessatiun of arms as soonas the town of Dun- 
kirk was delivered up. | 
The duke of Ormond having had this con- 
ference with prince Eugene, and the States de- 
puties, according to his promise, sends a se- 
cond letter to Mareschal Villars of the same 
date, and tells him, he apprehends that the ge- 
nerals of the auxiliaries paid by the guecn, 
will not leaye Prince Eugene's army without 
particular orders from their respective mas- 
ters. = cai a - 
An account of this being sent to the court of 


‘France, M. de, Torcy dispatches an express, 


June the 27th, N, S. and declares if the foreign 


‘ treops in English pay did not abandon prince 


Eugene's anny, the condition upon which 
Dunkirk was to be deliyéred being .not per- 
formed, it would be unreasonable for England 


; 
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to insist that Dunkirk should be given into 
their hands; and appeals to the title of the 
memorial, that imported a cessation of arms 
between the two armies in'the Netherlands:' 
he insists, that positive orders be sent to the 
duke of Ormond, to withdraw all the troops 
in English pay; and when these orders shall 
have been punctually complied with, the king 
will perform his promise of delivering Dunkirk. 
The duke of Ormond haying already declared 
absolutely to the allies, that he coald no longer 
cover the siege of Quesnoy, remains in a’ state 
ofinaction, though it is plain by hy orders he 
was now free from all restraint, the answer not 
being signed by M. de Torcy, as was expressly 
required, some material alterations being made 
in the conditions relating to Spain, which his 
grace had then no notice that the queen con- 
sented to, and Mareschal Villars refasing to 
give him the possession of Dunkirk, which 
were declared points without which the queen 
would notconsent to a cessation ofarms. 
And that the duke of Ormond was himself of 
this opinion, is evident from his own letter to 
Mr. St. John of June the 29th, N. S. wherein 
he excuses his deferring separating the troops 
and marching towards Dunkirk, until he had 
sufficient assurance that place would be sur- 
rendered to him: and then his grace says, 
“‘ The contrary appears now 80 evidently, that 
I should look upon myself immediately at li- 
berty te act in conjunction with the allies: but 
I.do not take upon me to make a step of such 
consequence without the queen’s particular 
orders, which I shall expect with the greatest 
Impatience.” ae 
_ These unexpected resolutions of the foreign- 
ers in the queen’s pay not to abandon their 
allies, and leave them at the mercy of the 
French army, very much disconcerted our 
measures here for a short time; but on June 
the 20th, O. S. (No. 27,) Mr. St. John writes to 
M. de Torcy, ‘“ That the accounts from the 
duke of Orwond were conformable to what he 
had sent, which gave the queen a sensible dis- 
pleasure ; but as her majesty had taken a firm 
and unalterable resolution not to yield to any 
difficulties, he doubts not to succeed, and be- 
lieves M. de Turcy will be convinced of. this 
truth when he has read over this letter: That 
he had just then told the ministers of those 
princes who have troops in the queen’s pay, that 
unless they obey the duke of Ormond’s orders, 
her majesty will take it as a declaration against 
her, and from that time they shall not be paid : 
That if the French king will deliver Dunkirk, 
the duke of Ormond shall retire with the Eng- 
lish troops, and. all those foreigners that will 


obey him, and declare the queen will act no 


longer against France, nor pay those that will, 
and will make no difficulty to conclude imme- 
diately a separate peace with France, leaving 
the allies atinie wherein they may have liberty 
to submit to such conditions ag shall be agreed 
upon betwixt the queen and the most Christian 
king. See, sir, the peace in the King’s hands: 
if the duke of Ormond’s whole army consents to 
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the suspension .of arms, our first project pro- 
ceeds; if they will not consent, the English 
troops will withdraw, dnd leave the foreigners, 
te seek for their subsistence from the States, 
who, very far from being able to furnish new 
expences, are not capable to support what they 
have already upon their hands. In short, Bri- 
tain retiring from the theatre of the war, and 
leaving it to those that are in no condition to 
make head against France, the peace may be 
concluded between the two crowns ina few 
weeks. These, sir, are the propositions which 
the queen commands me to make, and believes 
the king of France will find his account ‘at 
least as much the last way as the first. He 
- once more desires him to send an express to the 
duke of Ormond, that he may know how to re- 
‘gulate his conduct; and if he signifies to him 
that the king has given orders to the governor 
of Dunkirk to admit the English, his grace 
will 1mmediately do all that he has said. He 
acquaints him fuxther, That the queen was re- 
so'ved to send the earl of Strafford immediately 
to the army. : 4 
On the same day Mr. St. Jobn sends a copy 
of this letter to the duke of Ormond; and to 
shew his own opinion of this extraordinary 
piece, in a postscript, he says, “I need not 
caution your grace that the inclosed for M. de 
Torcy is fit to fall under the eye of no person 
whatsoever but yourgrace.” ° 
As for his Instructions at this critical con- 
juncture, they are such as her majesty thought 
deserved sending the earl of Strafford on pur- 
pose to the army; and his grace is ordered to 
give Mareschal Villars an account of the endea- 
vours the queen had used to subdue the obsti- 


nacy of those who refused to obey, and of his” 


expectations to hear from him on an express 
sent to France; and a second time, according 
to what was said to M. de Torcy, his grace is 
ordered, if he receives an account from the 
court of France that her majesty’s last proposals 
are agreed to, and orders dispatched for the 
surrender of Dunkirk, without any more to 
do, to declare the suspension between Great 
Britain and France, and to keep the whole 
‘body that shall obey his orders intire, and to 
withdraw in the best afanner his circumstances 
will allow. ey 


This offer was no sooner received in France, . 


but, without the loss of one moment’s time ac- 
cepted and consented to, as M. de Torcy ‘ac- 
quaints Mr. St. John, July 5th, N.S. He takes 
care to mention very particularly all the rea- 
sons and engagements which had been so 


plainly and explicitly proposed; and upon | 


condition that the queen does immediately 
make a separate peace, keep no measures with 
“her allies, But only leave them a time to submit 
_ to the conditions that shall be agreed upon ‘for 

them between France and England, the king of 
France hath determined to send his orders to 

ermit the English treops. to enter mto Dun- 

irk; and at the same time a courier was dis- 
patched to Mareschal Villars to carry him these 
orders, And as a general cessation from all 


va 
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hostilities, both by land and sea, between the 


two nations, had been: proposed by England 
till their treaties could he finished, the king of - 
France with the same readiness agrees to that. 
- This account was no sooner received in Eng- 
land, but fresh otders are sent to the duke of 
Ormond, as soon as he shall hear that the go- 
vernor had received orders to evacuate Dun- 
kirk, and to admit the queen’s troops into the 
place, without losing a moment, if he bad not 
already done it, to declare a suspension of arms ; 
and to withdraw all the English troops, andsuch 
others as would obey his orders: and lest any 


-accident might still obstruct this project, his — 


grace by Mr. St. John is told, he must observe . 
that the order is positive, and that no case can 
ossibly happen in which her majesty will al- 
ow that any other measure should be taken; 
and Mr. St. John is much concerned that the 
earl of Strafford will arrive at the army later 
than was to be wished, from whom his grace 
was to receive those lights and informations for 
his guidance ia this nice conjuucture, that he Js‘ 
amply instructed to give him. 2 
On the 12th July, N. S. Lord Strafford ar- 
rives in the camp; on the 14th, Prince Eugene 
sends the duke of Ormond word by an Aid de 
Camp, That he intended to march the next 
morning, with a design, as was supposed; to 
attack Landrecy. The duke of Ormond is 
much surprised at the message, refuses 
to march with him, or to give him any 
assistance from the queen’s troops, but lets 
the prince know, that when he marched, his 
grace should be obliged to take the best care 
he could for the security of the queen’s troops, 
and to change his camp in order toit. | 
On the same day Mareschal Villars, ‘giving. 
the duke of Ormond an account tbat he ‘had 
sent by colonel Lloyd orders for the delivery of 


‘Dunkirk, says, ‘“‘ Permit me sir, to have the 


honour to tell you, though it be very advanta- 
geous not to be obliged ‘to engaye the bravest’ 
and boldest of our enemies, yet it is very im- 
portant to know those that remain so; and [ 
take the liberty to desire you will do mé the 
henour to send me word what troops and what 
generals will obey your orders! because the 
first attempt the enemy makes, I will not lose 
one moment to meet them: The king gives me 
a liberty to fight, which nothing but the nego- 
tiation has hitherto prevented, and which the 
army under my command has a great desire to 
make use of. I think the work is finished, if 
the army which is under your orders obeys 
them. This, then, sir, is no indiscreet curiosity, 
that I presume to désire yoa to give me some 
lights upon the doubts whioh Iam io. I shall 


“be very much obliged to you, sir, if by the re- 


turo of this trumpet you will honour me with 
one word of answer, upon the. lights which I. 


‘have desired of you. You will give me leave to 


join to this fecquet. a’ fetter from my ‘lord 
Strafford.” 


to give you all the insight you desire, but it ie 


n the 15th of Jaly, the duke of 
Ormend, ‘in answer to this letter, says, “TI 
‘should be glad T were at present in a capacity 


‘what troops will remain under my comman 


 any'new operation, I could not give them any 


rd 
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yet impossible for me. Notwithstanding I was 
unwilling to delay sending back the trumpet, 


to. let you know I am well assured I shall be 


capable of,telling you to-morrow, peticaleny 


As to the suspension of arms, you. already 


‘now, Sir, that according to my orders I can- 


not declare it in form, till I am assured the go- 
vernor of Dunkirk shall have executed all the 
king’s orders, for the evacuation of the place.” 
His grace adds, “ In the mean time you will 


agree with me, sir, that the said suspension has. 
alreacy its effect on my side, ‘since I have just. 


now informed prince Eugene and the States 
deputies, that in case they should undertake 


assistance with the queen’s army.” NG 

On the 16th, the duke of Ormond writes 
again to Mareschal Villars, and says, ‘ Your 
trumpet just now put into my.hands the honour 
of your letter of the 15th, and I am now to ac- 
quit myself of the promise I made you yester- 


day. Prince Eugene is marched this ‘morning, |’ 


and all the Foreign troops have quitted us, ex- 
cept one battalion and four squadrons of Hol- 
stein, and two squadrons of Walef.” He adds, 
66 Things having passed as I hgve the honour to 
tell you, I thought myself obliged to acquaint 


_ you of it ag soon as possible, and as I observed 
to you yesterday, tle suspension of arms has al- 


ready its effect on my part, by the separation 
I have made of the queen’s troops, and. all her 
artillery, from those of prince Eugenes and by 
my declaring to him, I could give him no as- 
sistance, and that the payment of the foreign 
troops is stopped; and that by consequence 
there is fallen upon the emperor and Holland a 
‘butthen they will not be long able to support: 
J trust, sir, to your good faith, and shall to- 
morrow make a movement to put myself into 
another situation, and | hopeI shall have news 
from Dunkirk, that will authorize me to de- 
clare the suspension of arms. | : 

- On the same day Mareschal Villars acquaints 


_ the duke of Ormond, that the governor of Dun- 


kirk was making the necessary preparations to 
evacuate that place; he tells his grace, “ For 
my part, sir, as I already reckon you for our 


ally, Iam not at all in haste to have you further. 


off; you are at your own liberty to come near 
us, and encamp on the king’s territories, where- 
ever you shail think proper.” Upon this the duke 
of Ormond the day after ordered a cessation of 
arms to be proclaimed by sound of trumpet. 
Had the first design taken effect, which was 
depended upon by France, and so far. pre-. 


that all the foreigners in the queen’s pay, that 
composed the duke of Ormond’s army, shoul? 


separate and withdraw from the rest of the. 
allies, it 1s notorious, that from that instant: 


prince Eugene’s whole army, unless they. sub- 


‘initted to the same measures, had been left, at 


the tnercy of the Prentch army te be cut in 
pieees, or made prisoners at the will of Mares- 
chal Villars, which had left the queen’s troops 
an no better a condition, than to have the pri- 
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vilege of being last destroyed; yet -all the al- 
lies, whose honour and conscience would not 
permit them to abandon their confederates, 
and leave them as a sacrifice to France, were. 


punished by Eogland, with the loss of their 


pay and subsidies, which was all that was in 
the power of the ministry to do, to shew theic 
resentment at this great disappointment -to: 
the mexsures of France. ie eee a 
, This march of prince Eugene lord Strafford 
thought. might be, turned upon them; and. he 
prevailed with the duke of Ormond, in a mess 
sage to prisce Eugene, to say, ‘‘ His marching 
waboat concert with us, and all the queen’s 
auxiliaries marching from us, exposed. us. so, 
that we have been obliged to send to the French 
to declare with us a cessation of arms; no- 
thing less could put the queen’s troops in» 
safetv;. for though matters fell put so pat, 
without this we must have declared for the ces~ 
sation, yet why should we not turn all this mat. 
ter upon them ?” | oe ts 

The Committee had not thought it. worth: 
their while to take notice of such ,an. idle at-_ 
tempt to impose upon the senses of mankind, . 
if they had not been induced, by another pas- 
sage in the same letter, to think it deserved some. 
observation ; where lord Strafford, giving an. 
account of what passed upon. the separation, 


‘says, all the English seem rejoiced to march off, 


being weary of the situation they were in, and 
the reproaches they met with in the great 
army; There are two or three faces very sour ; 
they sgh and wish the Hanoverians had not 
separated from us, but I shall tell thems per- 
haps, it may be better. He may see by this - 
time the wrong advice he has followed, since 


all must lay the blame of the separatioa upon - 
him. But this is not the only instance of.the 


scorn and contempt which his lordship was . 
ready to express upop the like occasions; for 
July the 16th, 1712, giving an account of a — 
conversation with M. Bealau, the. elector of 
Hanover’s general, wherein -his. lordship de- 
clared, that the queen had yet neither made 
peace nor trace, which declaration was made | 
neara month afier the articles for a suspension 
of arms were signed ; and his lordship. repre« 
senting the great danger. the queen’s troops 
were exposed to, by being left alone .in their - 
camp, when. prioce Eugene marched: and - 
NM. Bealau replying,-in case of apy attack they 
had been sure of their assistance and protecs- 

tion, bis lordship says, ‘““ My answer wasin:a - 


.disdainful way, It would be a.very odd thing, . 
| | -when an elector af the empire should be sufiy - 
sumed by England as to be undertaken for, | 


cient protection to Great Britain:;and’ Dee | 
cember the 14th, 1712, lord Strafford. in: his- - 
letter to Mr, St. John, saya, count Zinzendorf 
owned, it was impossible to carry on the. war 
alone, especially since the electur of Hanover, - 


who was the greatest hero for the war, has. 
threatened the States te recall his troops, if - 
_| they did not pay bim the.queen’s share of: the 
. subsidies ;—lIn‘short, count Zinzendorf himself 


could not but, Jaugh at the -ridiculous, way of 
proceeding of that cour, 


a 
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* guspension.of arms declared, your Committee 
think it. necessary to recapitulate, in what 
manner, and by what steps, this fatal cessation 
was procured. oo a : 
_ That it was mffnite advantnge: and - abso- 
lutely necessary to the affairs of France, and 


therefore insisted on by France, is very’ évi-- 


dent; and it is as certain, that the English 
ministry gave early into it, if they were’ not 
the first advisers of it; for which no other ac- 
count need be required, but that as all their 
measures tended to advance the interest of 
the queen’s enemies, they could not fail to be 
zealous in a point which contributed more 
to those views than any one occurrences dur- 
ing' the whole negotiation; but as they all 
along wanted appearances, and consulted them 
more than any real advantages to the kingdom, 
they thought it necessary to annex some con- 
ditions to this important article, that might 
pass upon the deluded people as a justification 
of this unprecedented treachery. 

The Demolition of Duakirk was always so 
popular a point, that nothing could strike the 
imaginations of the people more, than to be 
. told that this important place was delivered 
- Into the queen’s possession: This step, they 
thought, well improved, would recommend the 
peace itself, at least justify the cessation. And 
as the nation had notbing more at heart, than 
the disposition of the Spanish monarchy after 
the renunciation had been industriously cried 
up, and the queen had declared from the throne, 
that France and Spain were thereby more ef- 
fectually divided than ever, these two articles 
were made the essential conditions of granting 
@ cessation of arms: For ‘the latter, France 
easily consented to it, having declared it to be 
null and void by the fundamental laws of 
France: Fer the first it is evident how unwil- 
lingly France was brought to surrender Dun- 
kirk, but this the nvinistry were resulved to pur- 
chase at any rate, as what would ‘most easily 
amuse, and sensibly affect, the nation; and 
therefore to obtain this, they engaged not only 
to grant a cessation of arms, but to conclude a 
separate peace. : 

The prospect of concluding a separate peace, 
and the obtaining immediately a cessation of 


arms; which answered all the purposes of 


France, almost as well as a separate peace, by 
leaving the whole confederacy in their power, 
and at their mercy, were so great temptations, 
to France, that the sarrender of Dunkirk is 
agreed to; but, if we come to consider what 
England gained by granting this fatal-cessation, 
we stall find the demolition of Dunkirk sup- 
plied by a new canal more beneficial to France, 
und formidable to the navigation of Great 
Britain, tian Dunkirk ever was; and for the 
renunciation, we were told by France, we 
should deceive eurselves if we accepted it as 
an expedient to prevent the union of‘the two 
monarchies. ~_ 

. Your Committee cannot close their Obser- 
vations upon this memorable campaign of 1713, 
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without ifserting another letter’ that was wrote 
by the duke of Orniond to my lord Bulinbroke. 
The Dutch it seems, encouraged by the success 
of their enterprize upon fort Knocque, had 
formed a design for surprising Newport or. 
Furnes, which his grace having intelligence of 
thought proper to write the following letter, 
October the 21st, 1712, to iny lord Bolinbroke, 

“I ‘take this opportunity of an express. 
which brought me some letters this morning 
from Onead, } | 
quaint your lordship with an affair which has 
been communicated to me by a person who is _ 
very well inclined to her majesty’s services , 
your lordship ‘will best judge of the importance 
of it, and the ase that isto be made of it, 
when I tell you, that the guccess of the enter- 
prize upon Knocque, has encouraged the forme __ 
ing a project for surprising Nieuport or Furnes, 

and that the fortifying Dixmude, is made use . 
of asa pretence for drawing together a body of | 
troops sufficient to put the design in execution ; 
if it be thought more for her majesty’s service 
to prevent it, am humbly of opinion’ some 
means should be found to give advice of it to 
the marshal Villars, who may possibly think we 


owe him that good office, in requital of some 


informations your lordship know she has given 
me, with a design to serve her majesty and the 
nation: Tam not yet at liberty to acquaint 
your lordship with the name of my author, 
who desires the whole matter may be managed 
with the greatest secrecy, which is a cautian I 
know I need only mention to your lordship, 
The great step of the cessation was no 
sooner taken, the suspension declared, and 
Dunkirk delivered up, but M. de Torcy calls — 
upon Mr. St. John, to perform his promise of 
concluding a peace between France and 
Great Britain in a few weeks, which he thinks 
can meet with no difficulties, all the conditions - 
of peace with England being regulated, and 
the intentions of the king, touching the - gene- 
ral peace, known to, and he thinks he may say 
approved by, ber Britannic majesty. M. de 
Torcy then proposes the method of regulating 
the suspension by sea, and insists, that during | 
the suspension, either general or particular, — 
the transportation of neither troops, ammus 
nition, nor provisions, shall be. allowed. mito 
‘Portugal, Catalonia, or any other place where 
the war continues. -Pacquet boats between | 
Dover and Calais are to be immediately set-._ 
tled for the general ease of carrespondence ; 
and the suspension of arms to be published in . 
‘Portugal and Catalonia, without waiting tllit .. 
shall be settledat Utrecht. ewes 
_ All these proposals from France are very - 
readily assented to ; and Mr, St. Joha thinks — 
the queen. in a condition not to lose a.mo- 
ment’s time in concluding with the mivisters of : 
France, the convention for a general suspension 
of arms, ‘both, by sea and Jand,- and even the. 
treaty of peace ‘between Great Britain apd. 
France. Te gh 4 ee eee 
Mr, St. John then opens to-him the.mea- . 
sures that had been hére concerted for the 


and ‘is returning thither, to ace’ 


xlii)} 
duke of Savoy? “Of afl the allies,” ‘says he, 
‘¢ there is none‘whose interest the queen has so 
much at héart,.as the duke of Savoy’s; He 
hopes the most christian king will act in con- 
cert with her majesty, and omit nothing that 
may engage his royal highness to come into 
all our measures, and that may protect him 
from the insults of the imperialists for so doing 
and among other advantages proposed for him, 
he lays it down as a principle, that itis neither 
forthe interest of Great Britain nor France, 
that the kingdom of Sicily should be given to 
' ghe house of Austria, and therefore demands it 
for the duke of Savoy, and declares the queen 
awwill not desist from this demand.” 
_ Thisconcern of the British ministers for the 
duke of Savoy, who is represented as _ the ally 
whose interest the queen hath most at heart, 
your Committee is at a loss to account for. 
The French, as appears by a letter of the bishop 
of Bristol, to Mr. St. John, of the 26th April 
1712, had actually offered Sicily to the empe- 
ror. .The duke of Savoy himself did not re- 
lish this proposition, as appears by lord Peter- 
borough’s letter to Mr. St. John. of the 24th 
Sept. 1712,in which his lordship represents 
the duke of Savoy, expressing, that he was not 
80 vainly impatient of the tide of king, as to 
lose or hazard any real interest for an empty 
name: but that he thought it much more ex- 
traordinary, that a prince beaten ten years to- 
gether by his enemies, should remain at last 
with the prize so contended fer, and which so 
often ‘by parliament had been declared the 
just and unavoidable motive of the war: Again 
in lord Peterborough’s letter of Nov. 16th, 
1712, to Mr. St. John, he affirmed, that no- 
thing can represent the uneasiness of mind of 
the duke of Savoy, after these offers had heen 


made him; ‘To calm this uneasiness, and 


to fix hisroyal highness in the measures of the 
ministry, it was necessary that lord Peterbo- 
rough should, ina memorial given to him, re- 
present, that his royal highness in refusing these 
offers must fallout with the. queen, and the 
English ministers, whom his lordship endeax 
vours to excuse from the reproaches cast di- 
rectly upon them, as if they were persons de- 
voted to France. ‘That for the support of what 
was proposed, a suilficient fleet should be fur- 
nished either by England or France, .or by 
‘ both powers jointly ; and that his royal bigh- 
ness should be guaranteed and_ protected 
against any power that should oppose this pro- 
ject, or should insolt him for having accepted 


these offers. The arguments of the English 


ministers did at length prevail with his royal 
highness ; and if the view of the said ministers 
was effectually to disable the emperor from 
supporting himself against France after our se- 
paration, by forcing into the interest of France 
an ally so considerable as the duke of Savoy, 
it must be confessed these measures were ex- 
tremely well calculated for such an end; but it 
does not appear to your Committee how Eng- 
_land came to be so far concerned in this matter 
as to offer its guarantee for Sicily, which na- 
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turally must have engaged us in a war against 
the emperor. This forwardness of the ministry 
in offering to make England guarantee for con- 
ditions advantageous only to France, seems the 
more extraordinary, when they observe, that, 
during the whole course of this negotiation, 
they find no endeavours used to procure a 
guarantee of our confederates to secure the 
protestant succession, which had been ad- 
dressed for by both Houses of Parliament ; nor 
do they observe, that the king of Sicily, for 
whom so much was done, was ever requested 
to be guarantee for the said succession. : 

The dreadful consequences of the separation 
of the armies were now sensibly felt in the un- 
fortunate action at Denain, where Mareschal 
Villars on the 24th of July, N. S. attacked lord 
Albemarle’s cainp, which he forced, took him 
prisoner, and entirely defeated all the troops 
under his command: M. de Torcy immediately 
sends an account to Mr. St. John of this agree- 
able news, and says, “ The king of France is: 
persuaded, that the advantage, which his troo 
have obtained, will give the queen so much the 
more pleasure, as it may be a new motive to- 
overcome the obstinacy of the enemies to 
peace.” , 

Your Committee could not with patience 
read a letter from a minister of France, de- 
claring to the secretary of state of England, 
that a victory obtained hy the queen’s enemies 
over her good allies, must be a pleasure or sa- 
tisfaction to her majesty. But.at that time — 
the French thought themselves so sure of the 
Briush ministry, that they depend upon their 
assistance to push this advantage against the 
confederates still further; and M. de Torcy 
says, he hopes the queen will effectually bring 
them to reason, in agreeing immediately with 
the king, the last measures that are to be taken 
for finishing this work. She has the means in 
her own hands, if she will make use of Ghent 
and Bruges, which her troops possess, and es- 
pecially ‘of Ghent; for it depends upon who- 
soever is master of that place, to mgke all the 
designs of the enemy’s generals miscarry, and 
to give law to the Dutch. , 

Neither was M. de Torcy singular in his opi- 
nion about the action at Denain; Mareschal 
Villars would not lose a moment in giving the 
duke of Ormond an account of this news: he 
ascribes the victory to the separation of the 
brave English, and insults the allies'as common 
enemies, that must now be sensible what wrong 
measures they had taken: in this manner, and 
to this effect, Mareschal Villars thinks proper 
to write to the duke of Ormond; and at the 
same time the Mareschal desires his grace to 
transmit this account to the French. plenipo- 
tentiaries at Utrecht, and to make a thousand 
compliments from him to lord Strafford. 

And that there might beno part of the werld 
where it was in the power of the English mi- 


‘Mistry to assist their new friends the French, 


at the expence of their old allies, M. de Torcy 
further proposes, that the queén should put a 


stop to count Staremberg’s projects in Catalonia, 
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as ' 


. by sending orders to her troops in Terragona, 


not to let the Germans into that place; and 
not content with being aided and assisted all 
that was possible by land, he further desires 
that express orders might be sent (and through 


France as the shortest way) to the English men 


of war that were then cruising in the Mediter- 
ranean, to suffer the French ships, that were 
then returning from the Levant, to pass un- 
molested ; which was no sooner asked than 
complied with. ~ | | 

But the taking possession of Ghent and Bru- 
ges was not only the desire of M. de Torcy, 


but was supported by the advice of the earl of 
Strafford ; who.in his letter to Mr. St. John of 


the 17th of July, 1712, says, “ Iam for having 


- the duke of Ormond send some party on pur- 


pose to march through some of their towns, 
to see whether or no they would refuse them 
passage; if they did, that might authorize us 
the more to do a thing very agreeable to the 


" queen’s troops, and what I believe you would ap- 


prove of.” His lordship adds, “‘ He (meaning 
the duke of Ormond) is very. hearty in every 
thing, but really is under difficulties with those 
about him; those that are able are not yet en- 
tirely to be relied upon ; and those that might 
be trusted, are not capable of giving advice.” 
‘And that there might be no doubt of his 
lordship’s meaning in what he had before ad- 
vised, July the 21st, hetells Mr. St. John, 


_« The measures I mentioned would not be dis- 


agreeable to you, was that of marching to 


_ Ghent, which we have now so well executed 


that we are within two days march of it, 
and the English are intire masters of the 
citadel, as likewise of all the gates of the 
town; and have orders to he upon their guard, 
not to let themselves be surprised by two bat- 
talions, one of Dutch and one of Walloons in 
the town, nor any troops sent from any other 
place. This is a coup de parti for the States 


who did not expect it, else they would not have. 


behaved themselves with the hauteur they 
lately did; the thing was so well and secretly 
managed, that all preparations were,made to 
march about to Warneton between Lisle and 
Ipres, to have lived upon the French country 


and till we had marched a day’s march on this 


a 


Ghent... 


side the Scarp, the Dutch and their friends did 
not perceive our design, which, as soon as they 
did, their surprise and uneasiness were equally 

~The’ duke of Ormond having given an ac- 
count of his marching his army towards Ghent, 
aod Bruges, lord Bolingbroke. commends. his 
conduct, and tells him the methods he had 


' pursued were so well adapted to. the present 


conjuncture of. affairs, that they answer in 
‘every point what they would have wished: 
that the news of Dunkirk cquld not have been 
‘followed by any more agreeable, than. that of 
his grace’s having directed his march. towards 


~ And on the, 32d of uly, 0.8. his lordship 


| tells bis grace, That taking possessiom of Ghent 


aud Bruges had improved her majesty’s views, 
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which he is ordered to secure inthe best man- 


ner he was able, and doubts not but it will 
have a good effect upon the conduct of the 


allies. | 


On the 17th of July, O. S. in a letter to: 
M. de Totcy, lord Bolingbroke recapitulates 
what he said before concerning the duke: of 
Savoy; and as a farther motive to induce 
France to comply with his demands, he repre- 
sents that it will be very important to have his 
concurrence both im the suspension of arms, 
and the treaty of .peace, which in all proba- 
bility will be made between Britain, France, 
and Spain, without the intervention of, the 
other allies ;.and that Savoy’s declaring for. us 
will be a decisive stroke, and the more neces- 


sary because the king of Prussia’s condact has 


not auswered the queen’s expectations. - 


Before this letter was dispatched, the lord 


Bolingbroke receives M. de Torcy’s of the 26th 
N.S. Io answer to which, July the 18th, O; S, 
he insists further in behalf of the duke of Savoy, 
“tells him with great satisfaction, That the 
duke of Ormond was possessed of Ghent and 
Bruges, and had orders to be upon his guard 
and’secure those pbsts; and as the queen em- 
braced with a great deal of satisfaction évery 
opportunity that offered to do the_king a plea- 
sure, positive orders are sent to, admiral Jen- 
nings to suffer the French ships coming from. 
the Levant to pass freely.” — _ 

It is almost incredible that the English mi- 
nistry, however determined they were to give up 
the honour of the queen;:and interest of theic 
country, in following the dictates of France 
should venture to dod it in this opeo manner.: 
All that had been hitherto. declared, wag a 


suspension of arms in Flanders, and that our — 


troops were to act no longer against France: 
but here by the advice of the earl of Strafford 
at the desire of M. de Torcy, they are to keep 
possession of Ghent and Bruges, im order to 
disappoint the designs of the enemies of France 
and the allies of the queen; and althougl: the 
suspension of arms extended as yet no further 
than to the two armies in Flanders, and the 
general suspension by sea and land was not 
signed till the 19th of August, N.S. lord Boling- 
broke, on the i8th of July, O. S. declares he 
had then sent very positive orders to the 
queen’s admiral not to intércept the French 
fleet coming from the Levant, © eee 
These constant compliances in the English 
ministry encouraged’ M. de Torcy to believe 


posed. He presses again the.coneluding the 
separate peace. between, England .and France 
as what they both agreed in to.be the most 
effectual'way to make the rest.of the. allies 
comply. He desires that the'troopsin Flanders 
under the command of the duke of Ormond, . 
may be. left. there to make a good use of the 
towns whjch he was in possession of ; but as 
the king of France could npt ‘consent to the 
duke of Savoy’s having Sicily, except the elector, 
of Bavaria has also the Netherlands besides 


his electorate, he thinks the queeu’s having a 


they would now. stick .at nothing that could’be — 
pr 


‘ 
{ 
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ood army in Flanders under the command of 
the duke of Ormond, may rénder this very 
practible; and as the queen has done a great 
deal for her own ungrateful allies, it will be for 
her glory now to contribute to the good of a 

rince of so much merit as the elector of 
Barina, whose acknowledgments will be equal 
to the benefits he shall receive. 

But this would not pass even upon the mi- 
nistry of Great Britain: the giving Flanders 
to the elector of Bavaria, was not only con- 
trary to all the propositions of peace that had 
been made and passed between England and 
France, but was what would absolutely engage 
us in a new war to oblige the Imperialists and 
Dutch to agree to it ; and they could not think 
it for the honour or interest of the queen to 
to make war upon her allies, as ungrateful as 
. they had been, in favour of the elector of Ba- 
vaiia ; andespecially considering, that although 
we could secure Ghent aud Bruges for him, the 


allies had yet an army in Flanders so considera-: 


ble both for the number and goodness of their 
troops, that they were able to defend the con- 
quest they had made. And to give him Sicily, 
which was likewise demanded, lord Bolingbroke 
hopes it will not be insisted on, because it 
might be the occasion of continual jealousies ; 
it might in particular be the Source of disputes 
and quarrels betwixt England and France, 
whose strict union and indissoluble friendship 
_were the points, in view to which all our mea- 
sures had been directed fur so long ‘a time. 
The queen’s ministers-think when the king of 
France has madé“all reasonable efforts for his 
allies, he must do something for the love of 
peace, and that a particular interest should yield 
to the general. ‘ You cannot,” says my ‘lord 
Bolingbroke, ‘‘ but feel the force of this argu- 
ment, because you are not at all ignorant 
that this negociation was begun and carried 
gn, upon a supposition, that the queen must 
desist from many conditions, which in rigour 
she was obliged to procure for her allies.” He 
very strongly urges the necessity: of con- 


cluding immediately the peace hetween Eng- 


land, France, and Spain; bat absolutely in- 
sists upon Sicily for the duke of Savoy. 

~ But although this negociation was tarried on 
upon a supposition, that the queen was to depart 


from several things, which in justice oughtto Lave | 


been procured for her allies, the king of France 
thouzht himself under no such obligation ;_ his 
honour to an ally, whose fidelity was without 
reproach, was not to be dispensed with ; and 
therefore to satisfy his engagements to so good 
an ally, was a poirt from which the king of 


France would never depart. But toshew the 


king’s good dispositions to the peace, he at 
last consents to the duke of Savoy’s having Si- 
cily upon certain conditions; wherein very 
ample provision is made for satisfaction to the 
elector of Bavaria ; and one express condition 
is, that a peace be concluded between Enyland, 
. France, Spain, and Savoy. 

In answer to this letter, lord Bolingbroke ac- 
quaints M. de Torcy, that he had received the 
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queen’s orders to go immediately to France, 
and he hoped, under the auspices of the abbot 
Gaultier, in a weeks time to salute him at Fon- 
tainbleau. 

Whilst these great points were transacting, 
and carrying on directly ‘betwixt France and 
England, it is not to be supposed, that any 
thing. very material passed at Utrecht; some 
few passages only concerning such communi- 
cations as were thought necessary to be made 
to keep up the form of a negociation, may not 
be improperly taken notice of. 

The advice of the duke of Ormond’s orders: 
to engage in neither siege or battle, gave great 
alarm ; the States desire the British ministers 


‘to give them some satisfaction concerning: a 


matter, wherein they thought religion, liberty, 
and all that is valuable, was so nearly concern- 
ed: to which they could obtain nothing but 
very general answers. Upon which they ex- 
pressing their discontent to he kept intirely in 
the dark, without the least knowledge of what 
was done, or intended to be done, the bishop 
took that opportunity to put an end to their 
curiosity, by executing the orders before men- 
tioned, that the queen thought herself now 
under no obligations whatsoever to the States. 

This declaration is grounded upon the be- 
haviour of the States; but it must be remem- 


bered, that this order is dated very few days 


after the orders to the duke of Ormond not to 
engage in siege or battle. And in the same 
letter the bishop of Bristol, giving an account 
of a conference between his lordship and Mr, 
Consbruck, the emperor’s minister, the bishop 
says, he was very desirous to know, and I was 
as unable to inform him, of the particulars 
wherein the care of the emperor’s interest did 
consist. 

The Dutch did likewise send an express to 
their minister at London, with a long and tnost 
moving letter to the queen, to remonstrate 
against this proceeding. (No. 36.) but he could 
obtain no answer at all; Mr. St. John thought, 
the queen intending that week to lay before the 
parliament the plan of the peace, the proceed- 
ings of the two Houses on that occasion would 
be a more seasonable, as well as a more de- 
cisive answer to the States, than any he could 
return. 

The queen having comraunicated to the par- 
liament how far the French are already come, 
in their proposals for settling a general peace, 
the bishop of Bristol is directed to discourse 
with the ministers of the several allies, as soon 
as possible, agreeable to the plan contained 
in her majesty’s speech ; but before his lordship ™ 
makes this step, Mr. St. John tells. him, it will 
be proper that he speaks first with the Freach 
plenipotentiaries upon this subject, and inquire 
of them whether they will be willing, and in 
what manner they will be willing to give this 
communication to the allies: but the bishop 
of Bristol gives an account on the 28th of June 
N.S. that the French plenipotentiaries de- 
clared they had no such orders, and without 


them they could not doit; and the bishop find» 


~ 


+ 
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ing it might be of Some service, and that it was | met seems to your committee as unaccountable 


looked upon at the Hague as a step that might 
facilitate the suspension of hostilities, his lord- 
ship did again press the French ministers to 
know, whether they were willing to declare in a 
Solemn conference, that the particulars de- 
clared in the quéen’s speech are the king their 
iInaster’s offers to the allies, and that he will 
make them good in the negociation. The 
French again refused to niake any such decla- 
Fation ; and in this opinion they persisted even 
after the Dutch ministers consented to accept 
the contents of her majésty’s speech pro ma- 
terid tractandi, if the French would at the same 
tirhe acknowledge them to be their master’s 
Offers, and negociate upon thein in order to 
make them good. But the French plenipoten- 
tiaties were so far from agreeing to this, that 
they demanded of our ministers to know the 
gueen’s mind upon the several parts of the last 
general plan brought over by M. Gaultier, and 
which are not explained in her majesty’s speech ; 
saying their king expected it: and they do not 
know how to proceed till those points be stat- 
éd: and the utmost they were to be brought 
fo, was, that it was not to be understood to 
éxclude their master from making some de- 
mands for the elector of Bavaria, and that Lisle 
was to be restored over and above the two or 
three places excepted in the queen’s speech. 
These passages are here mentioned as falling in, 
im point of time, but will be more properly con- 
sidered afterwards. _ 
At the same time that Mr. St. John com- 
municatéd the queen’s speech to the bishop of 
Bristol, he orders him to let the Dutch ministers 
know, that the queen thinks a suspension of 
irms, at least in the Netherlands, to be abso- 
lately necessary. And here your Committee 
must observe, that these orders to propose to 
the States a suspension, are dated June 11th 
©. S. which was the very day the articles for a 
suspension were signed by M. de Torcy, and 
had been signed by lord Bolingbroke five days 
before. . Sok 
In several letters: that followed from the 
bishop of Bristol, he gives an account of the 
neral dissatisfaction of ail the allies, and the 
iiexpressible consternation they were all in, 
that they represented our proceedings as the 
unavoidable ruin of Europe: religion, liberty, 
the faith of treaties, are urged to shew the enor- 
niity of our usage: his lordship does not know 
what he miay expect from the unmeasurable 
rave of the’ people, nor where it .will end; 
‘that the Dutch seem to be uneasy on no ac- 
count so much, as that they cannot come to 
tlie knowledge of what is to be their lot: their 
concern jis chiefly, that they cannot know the 
particulars of what is designed for them, es- 
pecially what species are to be excepted out 
of the Tariff of 1664, and what towns out of 
the Barrier. ° On which occasion the bishop of 
*Bristol did, as with the greatest truth, assure 
them, that he knew nothing either of the one, 
or the other. | 
’ But the reception that these representations 


Vor, VII. 


@ 


as any thing that happened:. Mr. St. John, 
June 20th, O.S. says, ‘* They are not surprised 
at the clamours and rage of the Dutch, which 
they foresaw and were prepared fory it is 
cestain we run great hazards, but it is as 
certain their unaccountable folly is the occasion 
of it ;. he cannot imagine the bishop should be 
in any danger : his character is sacred in a dou 
ble manner: and besides I have reason to 
think, that though they kick and. founce hike 
wild beasts caught in a toil, yet the cords are 
too strdng for them to break; they will soon 
tire with struggling, and when they are tired 
grow tame.” . >. fi 
This is the treatment and language which the. 


queen’s secretary thinks fit to bestow upon her - 


allies ; Their desiring to have some satisfaction 
in what most nearly concerned them is called. 
an unaccountable folly, that had drawn all these 


mischiefs upon them; and if any resentment ~ 


is shown, they are wild beasts; but the cords 
of the toils which Efigland and France had 


caught them in, were too strong for them to 


break. But lord Strafford is not content with. 
hard words only, he is glad that orders were 
given to stop the pay of the foreigners, of which 
they.complain horribly, but it will ‘make them - 
humble and sharp: handling does better with 
these people, tha the best words. — : 
On the 24th of June, O.S. Mr. St. John 
writes a long letter to lord privy seal, and in- 
structs him to lay the intire blame of all that 
has happened, upon the Dutch; and that the 
want of concert is only to be imputed to those 
who areat the head of affairs in Holland ; 
however that her majesty isstill ready, for their 
sakes, and for the sake of the common interest 
of Europe, to fotget all that is past, and to join 
with them in the strictest terms of amity and 
confidence. This farce was still to be carried 
on in Holland, and these professions made in 
the name of the queen, when it is notorious, 
that four days before, on June the 20tb, O. S,. 
Mr. St. John had in the strongest terms pro- 
mised in the queen’s name to M. de Torcy, to 
conclude a separate peace with France on 
condition Dunkirk was delivered to the Eng- 
lish ; and that this offer of a separate peace 
made hy England, arose from the French’s 
refusing to deliver Dunkirk upon the condi- 
tions first agreed upon, although at the same 
tine the queen’s plenipotentiaries are directed 
ina most public manner to lay the blame of 
all our measures at the door of the States Ge- 
neral, . 
- But whatever measures were carrying on 
elsewhere, and although in all theletters that 
passed upon that subject between lord Boling- 
broke and M. de Torcy, the concluding a se- 


| hag peace is treated as a thing ‘settled on 


oth sides; the pleniputentiaries at Utrecht 
are ordered to proceed upon another foot; and 
in a letter from lord Bolingbroke of July the 
16th, O.S. tothe plenipotentiaries jointly, upon 
a suppesition, that lord Strafford was then got 
back again to Utrecht, they are ordered to 
(D) eo 
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lose no time in settling the convention for a. 
suspension of arms between Great Britain and 
France, both by sea and land, and when that is 
brought to perfection, to call upon the allies to 
enter again upon the negociations on the 
foundation of the plan laid down in the queen’s 
speech ; and it is desired their’ lordships will 
appear solicitous in this matter, and affect to 
be the aggressors, and to press the allies to give 
in categorical answers. ‘By this means the 
negociations were seemingly set on fout again ; 
and whether the allies did or did not comply, 
Our ministry were ready to make their use of it 
either way: ifthey did comply, the scandal of 
a separate peace would be avoided; if they did 
not, the blame was to be imputed to their ob- 
stinacy. | a 
The treaty being left upon this foot at Utrecht 
_with a possibility of being carried on or dropt, 
aS should be found convenient ; and the king of. 
_ France having, as_ was before observed by M. 
_ de Torcy’s letter of August the 4th, N. S. 
consented to the demands made by England on 
behalf of the’duke of Savoy, but among others 
upon these two express conditions, than 9 sus- 
pension of arms both by sea and land be imme- 
diately granted, and that a separate peace he- 
tween England, France, Spain, and Savoy, be 
forthwith concluded, it is thought proper and 
necessary, that lord Bolingbroke should go him- 
self to France, finally to adjust and settle the 
great points in dispute. ° | i 
_ His powers and instructions are hereunto 
annexed, No. 35. 
The substance of bis instructions was in short 
to remove all difficulties and differences that 
might obstruct the general suspension of arms 
between England and France from taking place, 
or settling the treaty of peace in such a course, 
as may bring it to a happy and speedy conclu- 
‘sion. But to declare, tbat he does not imagine 
_ there will be any possibility to prevail with the 
queen to sign the peace with France and Spain, 
unless full satisfaction be given to his royal 
highness the duke of Savoy, and unless they 
can take him. along with them in the doing 
thereof, He is therefore to. take particular 
care to settle his barrier, and_ to procure Sicily 
for him ; to settle the renunciation in such a 
manner, that there may be as little room left 
as possible for dispute or delay; that the elector 
of Bavaria may have Sardinia, and be restored 
to his dominions in the empire, except the 
Upper Palatinate and the first electorate ; and 
when. he has had satisfaction in these points, 
he is to proceed to speak to such articles as re- 
late particularly to the interest of Great Britain, 
and.endeavour to have such of them, as there 
may appear to be any doubt concerning, ex- 
plained in the most advantageous manner. And 
then he is to do his best to discover upon the 
several parts of the general plan of peace, what 
the real ultimatum of France may be; and 
when the peace between England and France 
shall besigned, that it may be expedient to fix 
the allies a time to come in, wherein the queen | 
will use her good offices, but will not be under 
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any obligation to impose upon. the allies the 
scheme offered by France, or to debar them 
from obtaining better terms for themselves, _ 

By these instructions it appears, that lord 

Bolingbroke was impowered to conclude a se- 
 sabaeg peace with England, France, Spain, and 

avoy ; that at this time there was some doubt 
concerning several articles relating to the par- 
ticular interests of Great Britain, which he was 
to endeavour to get explained ; but no instruc- 
tion, if hisendeavours prove ineffectual in be- 
half of Great Britain, not to conclude. the 
treaty, which in these very instructions is ex- 
pe provided for in favour of Savoy, and his 
ordship is ordered to do his bestto discover 
the ultimatum of France, which hitherto it 
seems the ministry were ignarant of ; but whe- 
ther France condescended so far or not, .as to 
let his lordship into the secret, our treaty was 
to be concluded; and. the ministry seem to 
think, they ‘had sufficiently discharged their 
duty, in declining to be engaged to impose 
what terms France should think proper upon 
the allies, those allies to whom the ‘queen was 
hound, by the faith of treaties, and all the 
most solemn engagements and public decla- 
rations, to procure all just and reasonable 
satisfaction, according to their several alliances. 

But now it seems sufficient that we did not ~ 
debar them from the liberty of endeavouring to 
obtain still better terms for themselves. | 

With these instructions lord Bolingbroke 
goes to France, and for his proceedings the 

Committee refers to his lordship’s own account 
in bis letter tothe earl of Dartmouth, August 
22nd, N. S. 1712, (No. 37.) and without enter- 
ing at present into any further particulars, the 
convention for a general suspension of arms 
between Great Britain and France for. four 
months were signed at Paris by lord Boling- 
broke and M. de Torcy, August 22nd, N.S. . 
1712, as his dordship says, but. dated August 
19th, N.S. (No. 29.) re ee 

France was now become intire master of all 
future negociations, and did not fail to make 

use of the power that was put into their hands 5 
an early instance will be seen of this.ia the 
affair of Tournay: But being now come back 
to Utrecht, it will be necessary to mention an 
incident that happened ‘there, the. dispute be- 
tween couot Rechteren and M, Mesnager ;. 
which is taken notice,of only as a pretence that 
was made use of by the French, to keep the 
Negociation in suspense as long as it served 
their purpose ; and in this England.concurred, 
as will appear afterwards. | | 

On the 30th of August thé British plenipo- 
tentiaries acquaint lord Bolingbroke, that, in 
some discourse with the ministers of the allics 
they had carried matters so far as to fell' them, 
that. though ‘her majesty will endeavour to 
promote their interest in a peace, and obtaia 

for them the best termns. that shall be possible 3 
yet if those endeavours should not procure 
more than the contents of her majesty’s speech, 
or even in some degree fall short of that plan, — 
the fault will be intirely theirs, who have ren-, 


° 


\ 


; 
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dered things difficult and uncertain, which 
otherwise would have been easy and _practica- 
ble: And having thus far complied with their 
late orders to lay all the blame upon the allies, 
they further inform his lordship, that they had 
liowever obtained the consent of the ministers 
of the allies to come toa conference with those 
_ of France, in order to renew the negociations ; 

the time to be fixed between the British and 
French plenipotentiaries; who, meeting to 
have some discourse previous to the general 
conferences, parted without coming to any 
conclusion. 

The occasion of their difference, that pre- 
vented renewing the conferences, arose upon 
proposals made by the British ministers in re- 
Jation to Tournay. Their lordships in their 
Letter of the 2d of September, N.'S. to lord 
Bolingbroke state the case in this manner. 


In heXmajesty’s speech it is expressed, That 


the Dutch are to have the intire barrier, as de- 
rodnded in 1709, except two or three places at 
most. | 
' The French ministers insist, that they must 
have Lisle as an equivalent for Dunkirk, and 
that the samme is not to be understood as one of 
the three places mentioned in the speech, and 
consequently that they must, in all, have four 
of the places mentioned in the demands of 1709. 
“This to us appears to be altoyether incon- 
sistent with what her majesty has declared ; 
and we accordingly think it contrary to our 
duty to bring on a conference, in which such an 
explication is to be made. 
__ The French ministers on the other hand have 
shewed.us their orders, which positively require 


them to insist upon the restitution of Tournay, 


as wel: as Lisle; and that. they can by no 
means coiisent’to the cession of Maubeuge or 
Condé. | 

” The British ministers then pressed the French 
to speak at first in terms as general, as their 
proposal was conceived in; but the French 
thought it necessary to be particular and ex-’ 
press in that point above all others, because 
they shall otherwise have tied themselves up, 
‘ ahd given the Dutch an advantage. 

‘The result of this debate was not to proceed 
to a conference till this point be determined ; 
the French insisting, that their orders were so 
plain as neither to need or admit any explica- 
tion, and the British ministers thinking the 
matter as plain on their side. 

They hope their zeal for her majesty’s honour 
will be graciously approved, and desire to-be 
directed what further they are to do in this 
matter, which they apprehend to be of a deci- 
sive consequence, because they find even those 
among the Dutch, who appear to be most cor- 
dially disposed to such a peace, as may re- 
establish a good harmony between her majesty 
and the states, as absolutely necessary for their 
mutual preservation, fully resolved, either to 
retain Tournay and have Condé yielded to 
them, or to take ene of these two courses, 
either to come into any terms that France 


_’ @ffers, or to continue the war at all hazards, 
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In the same letter vur plenipotentiaries give 


an account, that the French ministers, by an 
order from their master,’ did insist, that the 
States General should in a public manner disa- 
vow count Rechteren for the affront done to 
M. Mesnager, and then remove him from the 
congress, and this satisfaction to precede any 
further negotiation. ; | 

The language which our plenipotentiaries 
had used to the allies is very much approved 
by lord Bolingbroke, who says, they had’ spoke 
the sentiments of the queen’s heart in what 
they declared the SOth of August, N. S. and 
that if the allies did fall short of the plan laid 
down in the queen’s speech, the fault was in- 
trely their own. His lordship says, Sure it is, 
that this plan was nothing more than the ulti- 
matum of what France would offer; but he 
wished that the imperial and Dutch policy had 


pot rendered it the ultimatum of what France 


will grant. The same general reflection may 
be applied to the particular case mentioned in 
your lordship’s last letter. France would have 
yielded Tournay, though much against the 
grain. If France has now any advantage, and 
refuses flatly to yield what she only begged to 
have restored, the fault is intirely theirs. 

But the dispatch of the plenivotentiaries ®f 
the 2d of September, relating to Tournay, hav- 
ing not yet been considered by the lords of the 
council, his lordship could not give any positive 
instructions about it till the next opportunity, 
but in the mean tine recommends to them two 
considerations ; that the keeping of the Dutch 
in hopes of her majesty’s good offices, will pre- 
vent them from taking any desperate resolu- 
tion; and the French insisting to have count 


Rechteren disavowed before any further treaty, © 


will put off for some time the decision: of that 
great point. 

‘ Lord Strafford in the uwnean time, by his let- 
ters of ‘the 13th and 16th of September, N. S. 


represented the States as mightily sunk with: 


their misfortunes, and not knowing well what 
measures to take; but that they insisted upon 
Tournay, as so essential to their barrier, that 
they actually had none without it; and his 
lordship is so much of that opinion, that he 
wishes they might have Tournay, though they 
were forced to truck Ipres for it; that if he 
could positively assure them they should have 
Tournay, he believed they would submit to the 
plan of the queen’s speech, | 
This opinion of his lordship’s is not very 


easily to be reconciled to what he afterwards: 


wrote to Mr. Prior, upon this subject, October 
the 4th, 1712. “If we bad a mind to have 
Nick. Frog sign with us, we might; for he is 


> 


ready to do it for Tournay ; which, if we sign - 


together, we cannot well refuse him: but [ ex- 


pect you will cut that matter short; and I long — 


to hear from Nie - 
But this. affair of Tournay was not so soon 
settled bere, although the difficulty does not 


seem to be, whether the French or Datch were © 
to have it, but in what manner it was tobe ~ 
procured for France, without a manifest cOn~ 


’ a 
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ble in cabinet; he likewise sends him a copy 
of the plenipotentiaries dispatch of the 2d of 
September, upon the same subject; wherein, 
as he will observe, their lordships are very 
warm about the dispute. He can assure him, 
we have those here, who are not a jot cooler. 
His lordship goes'on; the solution of this diffi- 
culty must ceme from yoy, which is a matter 
of management and appearance, more than of 
substance, : ‘ _ 
“The method of doing it is by makin 
M. de Torcy sensible of the. proposition settle 
between them io France, That the queen, can 
never do any thing which shall look like a di- 
rect restraint on her allies from demanding 
what they judge necessary ; but as long as they 
act the part which they now do, she can very 
justly be passive, and neuter, as to their in- 
terests, Tais his lordship thinks is advantage. 
enough for France, and such a one, fairly 
speaking, as a year ago they would have given. 
more than Tournay to be sure of. They must 
nut, therefore, press us to go further than this, 
nor to do any thing which may seem contradic- 
tory to what the queen delivered from the 
throne. 
‘‘ In a word, the use which the French will 
make of the unaccountable obstinacy of the 
Dutch, and the other allies, may in several re- 
spects, and particularly, for aught I know, in 
the instance of Tournay, give them an oppor- 
tunity of saving aud gaining more than they 
could have hoped for; and the queen may in. 
the present circumstances contribute passively 
to this end, but actively sie never can in any 
circumstances,” - 
His lordship then very plainly gives his ad- 
vice how this matter is to be managed, in these. 
words; I think in my own opinion, and I be-. 
lieve I speak the queen’s upon this occasion, it, 
were better the French shauld in the course of - 
the treaty declare, that whatever they. intended, 
to have given the.Dutch when the.queen spoke 
from the throne, their conduct has been such, 
and the situation of affairs is so alteréd; that. 
the king is resolved ta have Tournay restored | 
to him: I say, I believe this were better than 
to expect that we should assent to an exposi- 
tion of the queen’s words, by which her majesty 
would yield the town up ; let the conferences. 
begin as soon as they will, I dare say busivess. 
‘will not very speedily be dispatched in them: 
We shall go on to ripen every. thing for a con-. 
clusion between us and Savoy, and France apd 
Spain; and this isthe true point of view which 
the French ought to have before their eyes.” 
The scheme being concerted here, and. 
transmitted to France, lord Bolingbroke on the. 
same day writes to the plenipotentiaries, in an-. 
swer-to theirs of the 2nd of Sept., N.S. upon. 
which he had before told them, He could give. 
no instructions till their letter was cousidered . 
by the. lords of the council; neither does his. 
lordship now. send them any directions, but. 
enlarges upon. the same general topics of ime. 


tradiction to what was said by the queen in her 
speech concerning the barrier. 

Lord Bolingbroke, Sept. 10th, O. S. writes 
three Jetters upon this subject to M. de Torcy, 
to Mr. Prior, and to the plenipotentiaries, 
which being upon an affair of this nicety, are 
al] annexed, (No. 33, 32, $1.) 

In the letter to M. de Torcy, “ Lord Boling- 
broke desires him to remember the proposition 
which was often laid down by him when in 
France, and insisted upon as a fundamental in 
all their future proceedings upon the general 
peace; that the conduct of the queen, in re- 
gard.to the interests of her allies, was in a great 
measure determined by their behaviour ; that 
the violent measures, which they had taken to 
obstruct the peace, had put the queen in acon- 
dition to make her peace without waiting for 
their concurrence, in which case. tle queen 
would declare that she had signed the, treaty 
__ with France and Spain, and would propose the 
plan brought over by Abbot Gaultier, and deli- 
‘vered the 29th of April, 1712, for the allies to 
‘treat upon, and could do no more. than by her 
good offices, asa common friend to both parties. 
But in case the Dutch in particular, or the. 
other allies, should, before the conclusion of 
her peace with France, enter into concert with 
-her majesty, we should have more measures to 
keep with them ; the compassion of our people 
would be moved in their behalf, and the queen’s 
~ ministers be obliged to make some steps, which 
otherwise they would absolutely refuse to do. 

Upon this foundation, says lord Bolingbroke, 
the king’s ministers seem to exact something 
more, when they insist the queen’s ministers 
should propose the holding a conference, in 
which the first. proposition started would appear 
in some measure contrary to what the queen 
-gaid in her speech, touching the barrier of the. 
States. The pojnt in dispute between your 
plenipotentiaries and ours is not to know, whe- 
‘ther Tourpay shail be restored to the king, or. 
not. For to obtain that place, it is not neces- 
sary that you should begin by making this spe- 
cific declaration ; but the question is, whether 
the queen ought formally, and at present, to 
declare that Tournay shall be restored to 
France? Which would be to consent to. the 
explanation which your mimisters give to this 
article of the queen’s speech. He then says, 
Not to swell my letter too much, which may al-. 
ready seem tedious, { refer myself to what.Mr. 
Prior shall have the hononr to explain to you’ 
uyon this point; and I shall content mysif 
with saying, that as it is not difficult to find a. 
temperament, I hope we shall avoid all things 
that may occasion a dispute between the mi- 
nisters of Great Britain and France. 

.“ This temperament is to be found in his 
lordship’s letter to Mr. Prior, of the same day, 
‘ which his lordship says, is to be looked upon 
only as a letter from Harry to Mat. and not the 
secretary to the minister. He sends him in- 
closed au extract of his letter to M. de Torcy, 
which, he says, relates to a matter that has 
givew lord treasyser and himself a9 small trou. 


. . 


puting all the. mischiefs that had happened, and , 
‘ particulay this, affair of Tournay, to the.oby, 


' Wir] 


gtinacy of the allies. His lordship observes, 
«s That in the plan brought over by abbot 
Gaultier, the king of France begged for Tour- 
nay rather than insisted upon it, but was now! 
encouraged to refuse what he only endeavoured 
tosave; and insbort that France had now 
gathered strength hy- our divisions, and was 
grown sanguine enough to make that plan the 
ultimatum of her concessions, which was at 
first nothing more than the.ultimatum of her 


_ offers ; but that the Dutch had nobody to blame 


for all this but themselves.” His lordship adds, 
“ Her majesty is very sensible of the concern 

gu express-for her honour, and will not, you 
may be sure, suffer herself to be a party to any 
thing which may appear contradictory to what 
she has once advanced ; and, although perhaps, 


the yielding of Tournay might be reconciled to 


. 


the terms of her speech, yet should the queen 
Consent to this exposition of it, such consent 
would be almost a, formal restoration of this 
place to France ; and: this, my lords, is what 
ner majesty will avoid: But, I hope, the solu- 
tion of this difficulty will come from France ; 
and that when they have so many other quar- 
rels to decide, that court will go back from a 
measure which must, involve. them in a dispute 
with the queen.” 7 

~ The Committee find a Paper, which is said 
to be delivered among Mr. Prior’s loose papers, 
-and seems to be the. draught of a letter from 
Mr. Prior to Mons. de Torcy, pursuant to what 
lord Bolingbroke had written to him upon the 
subject of Tournuy ; which is in substance the 
same, and almost in the very words of lord 
Bolingbroke’s letter to. Mr. Prior, of the 10th 
uf September, with this addition, that it begins 
thus : “ There is. more appearance than sub- 
stance in this, affair that is now under agitation 
at Urecht, and my Lard Treasurer. doesnot, at 


_alldoubt hut the court of France will find a 


remedy.” Lo , 
And his lordship was. not mistaken in his ex- 
pectations, for]. de Torcy very readily followed 
the advice that, was, given by the English mi- 
nistry ; and on the 27th of September, N. S. 
sends to my lord Bolingbroke. a, declaration to 
be made by. the. French plenjpotentiaries at 
Utrecht, wherein the king’s ministers are 
ordered to declare, to. those of Great Britain, 
«© Thac the king did. consent to treat of the 
peace upon the plan laid down in the queen’s 


- speech to ber parliament; but at the: same 


time. they were to say, That the Dutch having 
refased to conform to the sentiments of that 
princess, having rejected the suspension of 
‘afms, and giving opportunity to the several 
changes .in affairs that had happened, it is but 


+ just that his majesty should be recompenced for 


the-expence he has been obliged to, make 
during the course of this campaign. Upon 
this foundation his majesty orders, bis plenipo- 
tentiaries not to sign a peace but upon condi- 
tion, That Tournay should .be restored to bim, 
besides. the other places which he has de- 
manded, and which he had. reasan. to. believe 
the.queen.of. Great Britajp did design-to com- 


prebend in her speech,” 
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The original of this declaration that. camre 
from France, is in the secretary’s office, and |. 


was sent by M. de Torcy, to lord ap ia 


who transmitted a copy of it to the British 
plenipotentuaries ; but the letter of M. de 
Torcy, in which it was inclosed, does not ap- 
pear. . | 
This transaction in relation to Tournay, 
seems of so extraordinary a nature, as to de- 
serve to be set forth in. one short view : The 
dispute concerning it arose from the French 
ministers insisting to be very particular and ex- 
press in demandiag the. restitution of this 
place ; which the British plenipotentiaries con< 
ceiving to be incansistent with what the queen 
had declared, refused to open the conferences 
until they had further orders. When this came 
to be considered in England, lord Bolingbroke 
says, It occasioned great warmth in the cabinet 
council ; but his. lordship instead of taking 
measures for preserving the town.as.part of the: 
barrier of the States General, which,.as he 
confesses, was so intended in the queen’s speech, 
proposes expedients whereby the towmmight be 
restored to France, without the queen’s be- 
coming a party to a thing which was contra- © 
dictory to. what she had once advanced : And 
gives his advice to M. de Torcy, by what ma- | 
nagement Tournay might be secured to the 


_king of France, contrary to the avowed sense 


af what the queen had declared in parliament ; 
and although France had consented in a memo- ~ 
rial delivered by abbot Gaultier so early as the 

18th of November 1711, not to insist apoa 

Tournay.; and this he does in his private car 

pacity, and.not as Secretary of State : But that 

his lordship was not single in Ins endeavours to 

assist France upon this occasion, appears by 

the great trouble that he says this matter had 

given both him.and my Lord, Treasurer in the 

cabinet ; and if any regard is to be given to, 
Mr. Prior’s paper, my Lord Treasurer must 

certainly have written to Mr. Prior upon this. 
subject, who could otherwise have no ground 

to say, My Lord Treasurer does not at. all 

doubt bat the court of France will find a re- 

medy : which is agreeable to what lord Beling- 

broke. said in.other words, when this advice was 

sent. The solution of this difficulty must come 

from France. ; 

What happened afterwards in relation to 
Tournay, upon what great concessions made to 
France, together. with the advantageous. terms 
procured for the elector of Bavaria, the mea- 
sures and councils relating to this affair were 
afterwards altered, is not material enough to ree 
quire a Jong detail; but nothing less than an 
absolute concurrence, without any. new objec- 
tions or further demands, was to satisfy for the 
cession of Tournay; and that it was at last 
obtained is owing solely to. the. firmness aud 
resolution of the States. 

The dispute. between count Rechteren, and 
M. Mesnager was still kept on foot: and 
though it was at last left to. her majesty to des 
cide upon thisdiffererence. There bemg some 
paints relasing to,commerce,.and North Amer 


hx] 


rica, which are of very great consequence to 
the interest of the queen’s subjects, and the 
honour of this treaty still to settle; lord Bo- 
lingbroke thinks it necessary, though the 
Dutch may be uneasy that the affair of the 
four species to. be excepted out of the Tariff 
of 1664, should still be kept in uncertainty ; 
and the British pfenipotentiaries accordingly, 
to a time until they could know her majes- 
.ty’s pleasure, revived the difference between 
count Rechteren and .M. Mesnager; and hope 
it is for her majesty’s service in this manner to 
stave off the conferences.. 
- he correspondence carried on between 
London and Utrecht about this time, relating to 
the differences that arose concerning the treaty 
of Peace, and in particular about our com- 
merce, is contained chiefly in the fourth volume; 
but as it-appears that all the matters in ques- 
tion, being reduced to as narrow a compass as 
- was possible, were finally to be determined at 
_ Paris by the duke of Shrewsbury and’ Mr: 
Prior, the Committee think it needless to enter 
into all the orders and instructious, objections 
and answers, that went and came too and from 
Utrecht, where there was indeed but little 
more than the form of a negociation ; and con- 
ceive that an account of what passed between 
London and France will set this whole matter 
in aclear light. 
Your Committee think it not improper to 
take notice here of a remarkable passage or 
two, that are found in loid Bolingbroke’s let- 
ters to Mr. Prior on the 19th of September, 
O. S. Lord Bolingbroke'sends Mr. Prior an ac- 
count of some advices they had received of 
the invasion of the Leeward Islands by the 
French. | 
‘This, dear Mat.” says his lordship, “ proves 
avery untoward contretemps ; it gives a theme 
to the whigs, and serves to awaken passions 
that were almost lulled asleep. We expected 
_ that Cassart’s squadron might be gone to the 
coast of Brasil, or to Surinam; but we never 
Imagined our colonies woald have been at- 
tacked by him, at the time when we were 
knitting the ‘bands of friendship between the 
two nations with all possible industry. Could 
this ill opinion of our new friends have entered 
into our heads, I do assure you he should have 
been accompanied by ‘a fleet of the queen’s, 
which would have kept him in respect: Com- 
pare this conduct with that of the queen’s, &c.” 
And here follows that passage which has been 
- already mentioned, wherein his lordship de- 
clared concerning the order sent to the duke of 
Ormond, “ I will not say this order saved their 
army from being beat, but I think in my con- 
science that it did.” 
~ His lordship goes on, “In a word we de 
pended so much upon the good understanding, 
which we thought established, and were so 
, earnest to prevent any thing which might break 
in upon it, that we not only avoided to fortify 
our squadron as we might have done, but we 
alsu neglected to put in execution some designs 


which would have anavyed both French and | 
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Spaniard, perhaps more than any that have 
been effected, in the course of this war.” 
Another instance of bis lordship’s good dis- 
position to the French nation is to be found in 
his letterto Mr. Prior, of the 29th Sept. where- 
in he says, “ I have got at last the affair of the 
Griffin compounded, not without very great 
difficulty; and though the sum paid to the 
captors was so large as 35,000/. the ship was 
plainly prize, and the pass sent over hither 
might have been proved to have been numeri- 
cally one of those I delivered at Fontainbleau, 
four days after the Griffin was in‘sir Thomas 
Hardy’s power ; though Gaultier was ready to 
swear that he received it some months before ; 
which part of the abbot has, I confess to you, 
done him no good in my opinion.” From 
whence it appears, though this pass was none 
of them, that passes had been granted some 
inonths before the suspension was concluded. - 
Whilst the English ministry are doing these - 
good offices to the subjects of France, and 
taking all opportunities both public and private 
to espouse their interests, your Committee is 
surprised at the ill treatment which England 
received from France at this time, and at their 
backwardness “in making good their. promises 
and engagements they were under in some 
points that most nearly concerned the interests 
of Great Britain. . a 
At the latter end of October Mr. Prior was 
sent into England, and, by what appears, left 
his residence in France, without the leave or 
any orders from the queen his mistress; but was 
sent over by the king of France as a proper 
person whom he thought ‘fit to intrust with the - 
great secret of prevailing with the queen by her 
credit to obtain what the king demanded for 
the elector of Bavaria. He brings a credential 
letter from the king of France to the queen, | 
which, seeming something new of the kind, is 
here annexed. (No. 38.) ee 
About ‘the middle of November, Mr. Prior 
goes hack into France with new instructions, 
wherein the proposal of a neutrality in Italy is 
one of the chief articles; and that he might 
have a perfect knowledge of the queen’s present 
resolutions and councils ‘in relation to the pre- 
sent treaty of peace, a copy of.the last in- 
structions to the plenipotentiaries at Utrecht is 
given him, that as oecasion shall require he 
might act in all things conformable to the 
queen’s intentions therein expressed. 
He carries likewise a letter from the queen to 
the king of France, wherein among other things, 
it is sald, That Mr. Prior continuing to behave 
himself so as that his conduct may be intirely 
agreeable: to the king of France, he does but 
literally execute the orders the queen had. 
given him, and is a proof of-his duty and zeal 
for herservice, (No. 39.) After this short di- 
gression, to return back to what was just now 
mentioned ; it appears that when the treaty 
of peace was ready to be concluded, the advan- 
tages Great Britain was to expéct and reap 


from the endeavours of the British ministry, to 


assist aud support the cause of France, were — 


, 
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in a great measure.unsettled and undetermined. 
France began to cavil, and as lord Bolingbroke 
said, go back from what the king had promised 
the queen. His lordship cannot be persuaded, 
as he tells Mr. Prior, ** That the French act 
either fairly or wisely; they press us to con- 
clude, that they may have others at their 
mercy; and at the same time they chicane 
with us concerning the most essential article of 
all our treaty, and endeavour to elude an 
agreement made, repeated, confirmed.” — 

The two great poiuts of moment in dispute, 
were concerning the. fishery at Newfoundland, 
and in what mahner the cession of Cape 
Breton was to be. made; the other was about 
the treaty of commerce. . 

As to the first, it is to be observed, That in 
the queen’s instructions to the duke of Shrews- 
bury, he is directed to propose, as the queen’s. 
last resolution, that she will consent to give and 
yield up to his most Christian majesty, the in- 
tire possession and propriety of the island of 
Cape Breton, but with this express céndition, 
- That his said majesty shall, on his part, in con-. 


sideration of the same, relinquish to her ma- |. 


jesty all manner of rjght to fisting and drying 
fish on the coast of Newfoundiand, or any part 
reserved to his subjects, by the articles signed 
at London the 27 Sept. (8 Oct.) 1711. 

Several representations were sent backward 
and forward, shewing the fatal consequences 
of what was demanded by France; and al- 
though my lord Bolingbroke in his letter to Mr. 
Prior of the 19th of January 1712-183, insisted 
that the queen had never yielded what France 
pretended to, which then remained an unsur- 
thountable difficulty; yet in his letter to the 
duke of Shrewsbury of the'same date he tells 
his grace, if the French close with the overture 
he then.made them, with regard to the disputes 
concerning commerce, her majesty 1s willing to 
accept the last expedient proposed by M. de 

-Torcy, for adjusting our differences about North 


America, and to consent that the king, in the | 


cession of Newfvundland, do reserve to his. 
subjects a right of fishing and drying on'the 
coast of Newfoundland, from point Riche 
north about, to Cape Bonavista; and here no 
direction is given concerning Cape Breton, of 
which the French got the intire possession and 
propriety; although in the. duke of Shrews- 
bury’s instructions, it ts declared, that the queen 
looked upon Cape Breton to belong to her ; and 
reckoned that island a part of the ancient ter- 
ritory. of Nova Scotia, which is, by this treaty, 
restored to her. But if his grace could not 
prevail upon them to agree with bim in the ar- 


" ticle of commerce, he was to.declare, That nei-: 


ther will the queen agree with them in their 
proposition concerning Newfoundland. _ 
Your ‘Committee come now to consider, 


upon what consideration this great and valuable’ 


privilege of taking and drying fish upon the 
coast of Newfoundland was yielded up to 
France. | 3 . 

In this letter from lord Bolingbroke to the 
duke of Shrewsbury, is represented the State 
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‘the peace. 


‘particular advantages. 


| [Ixii 
of the great dispute about. commerce, which 


| appears to be this: in M. de Torcy’s: answer 


to lord Bolingbroke’s memorial of May .the: 
24th, 1712, it was among other things, agreed, 
That Britain and France should grant to the 
subjects of each crown reciprocally, the sate 
privileges and advantages, which they shall 
either of them grant to the subjects of any 


other nation whatsoever : upon this foundation | 


was established the principle of treating, and’ 
being treated, as ‘ gens amicissima;’ and pur- 

suant to this principle the Fariff of 1664, which’ 
was granted to Holland, except the fuur spe-- 
cies, was likewise to be. granted to us; and by 

the 8th and 10th articles of the project of the 
Treaty of Commerce it was so settled: But- 
France, pretending now that this Tariff would 

be too. beveficial to us, although we are entitled 
to it, cpoa the principle of being used as the: 
. amicissima gens,’ refused to grant it to us, | 
until another Tariff should be made in Britain 
exactly conformable to that of 1664, where- 
by our duties should be reduced as low-here, ! 


as theirs are in France by that Tariff. - 


This, lord Bolingbroke says, is an open viola- 
tion of faith ; and hy this they are removing a 
corner-stone, which was laid early in the foun-- 
dation of a building brought almost to per-- 
fection ; the fall whereof must prove at ast. 
of as fatal consequence to them as to us, 

He confesses he was strangely surprised 
when he saw the’ precedent of the Ryswick 
Treaty quoted, to persuade us to refer our 
commerce, as the Dutch then did theirs, to 
commissioners to be treated of after digning 
He says, the behaviour of the 
French upon that occasion. has given us warn- 
ing; and it is from thence we have learned, - 
that whatever is referred, is given up; and 
they must have a mean opinion of those whom — 
they would persuade to pursue the same me-- 
thod, to get the Tariff of 1664, by which the | 
Dutch then lost it 

But surely his lordship had either not learnt - 
this lesson, or had entirely forgot: it, when on 
the 24th of May he himself had proposed, as’ 
has been before observed, that several points - 
relating to commerce, requiring a longer -dis- - 
cussion than that crisis would admit, commis- 
saries should be appointed tosettle and adjust 
the differences. But then it seems they were 
more intent upon the general peace, than any 

His lordship goes on to offer an expedient 
which was to solve all the difficulties: and 
tells his grace, ‘ I am commanded to acquhint ~ 
you, that having fully opened to the French 
ministers, her majesty’s sense of the king’s en= 
gagements to. her upon this head, you are to pro- - 
pose to them, to strike ‘out of the projects of 
the treaty of commerce the 9th and 10th are 
ticles, and instead. thereof, to insert. one to the — 
effect of that which I have drawn, and which 
comes heré inclosed ;” and as the acceptance 
of this amendment was to put at end to all the 
differences, and at the same time give such | 
ample advantages to France, the French readily 


' 
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agreed to “ft. And did insert this article 
verbatim as it was sent in’ the treaty of com- 
merce, which makes the 9th article of the 
treaty as it now stands, and is the same that 
was rejected by the Jast parliament; and this 
article which has been since su universally and 
justly condemned appears to be the work of 
the Puglish ministry, and the price fot which 
they suld to France the fishery ef Newfound- 
land. | 

This treatment of France could not without 
doubt but give the ministry the greatest un- 
easiness, though them apprehensions, lest the 
circumstances they were in should-be known ; 
far exceeded their concern at the disappoint- 
ment Great Britain was like to meet with. 
They had signed a separate treaty with France 
in September 1711, upon this single prmciple, 
that the interests of Great Britain were in the 
first place to be adjusted ; and as long as the 
had this to say, they were unconcerned at all 
‘other events. They had gone on for fifteen 
months together, and acted in every thing as 
the instruments of France, and are at last in 
danger of being disavowed by France in the 


' most essential part of all their treaty. One of | to comply with her majesty. 


the chief inducements and principal conditions 
upon which the fatal cessation of arms was 
granted, was that no privileges or advantages 
relating to commerce with France shall be 
yielded to any foreign’ nation which shall not 
at the same time be granted to the subjects of 
ther Britanvte majesty; but France had now 
reaped the full benefit of the suspension, and 
were at liberty to dispute the-principle of § gens 
amicissima.’ - 

In these circumstances were the English 
ministry in January 1712-13, and to extricate 
themselves, they give up all points in dispute 
in North America, and the fishery of New- 
foundland, upon the single consideration of 
the ninth article: of the treaty of commerce, 
which the parliament rejected with a just in- 
dignation. = | | 

However, to bring France to a compliance, 
even upon these conditions, his grace in the 
- same letter is instructed to prevail with France 
to come to this reselution without the loss of 
one moment’s time. The parliament was sud- 
denly to meet, and-it would be ‘necessary for 
the queen to communicate te both Houses the 
present state of the negotiation. His grace .is 
then to represent to M. de Torcy, in the best 
manner hé is‘ able. “How smoothly every 
thing would glide along, if the queen was able 
to speak of her own interests as absolutely de- 
termined with France ; and on the other hand, 
what travels we shall be exposed to, and what 
confusion may arise, if our negotiation appears 
' to.be.still open, and if the secret comes to be 
divulged, that France refuses to make good in 
the treaty the full effect of former promises to 
the queen.” | 


‘His lordship having finished what he had to” 


gay concerning her majesty’s particular interests, 

he proceeds upon the’ general plan of peace, 

aad jostructs bis grace what he-way to inform 
9 ; 


> 
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the French ministers would be the measure of 
her majesty’s conduct, and what they may ex. _ 
pect from her. is ee a 
‘¢ That as the French ministers desire that 
the queen would precipitate the conclusion of. 
her peace, and leave all the corifederacy at their 
meroy, they must be told, that when the motual 
interests of France and England are settled, as 
they will be, if the propositions contained in 
the first part of this letter are accepted, the ple- 
nipoteatiaries of Great Britain shall. publicly 
declare in the congress, that they are ready to 
sign with those of France, and shall call upon 
the allies to quicken their negotiations, and 
conclude without loss of time. But if they 
seek unnecessary delays, or make unreason- 
able demands, her majesty, who has induced 
them to treat, will by the same measures engage 
them to conclude, or at least she will sign with< 
out then.” . | | 
‘ And .the queen having once declared her 
interests to be settled, and her tteaty ready to 
be signed, the generat peace becomes from that 
moment sure; and the remainder of the negos 
stiation easy ; it is therefore wise for the Frenth 
The grédt distraction the ministry was in 
eppears sufficiently from this long letter of Lord 
Bolingbroke’s tu the duke of Shrewsbury : but to 
be more fully satisfied what their own appreben- 
sions were, and what they themselves thought | 
would be the consequence of such proceedings; 
it ts Necessary to have recourse to two letters 
written about this time, and upon this subject, 
by lord Bolingbroke to Mr. Prior. One of 
January the 19th, the other of the 22d, O.S, 
The first was of the: same date as his letter to 
the duke of Shrewsbury; and therein his Jord- 
ship says to Mr. Prior, “ I have exhausted all 
my stock of arguments in the long letter which | 
by the queen’s order, I write to the duke of 
Shrewsbury ; to you I can only add, we stand 
indeed upon the brink of a precipice, but the 
French stand there too: Pray tell M. de Torcy 
from me, that he may get Robin and Harry 
hanged; but affairs will soon run back into so 
much confusion, that he will wish us alive 
again. To speak seriously, unless the queen 
can talk of her interests as determined with 
France ; and unless your court will keep our 
allies in the wrong, as they are sufficiently 
at this time, -I forésee inextricable difficulties.” 
« My scheme is this: let France satisfy the 
queen, and let - the queen Jmmediately declare 
to her parliament, and in the congress, That 
she is ready to sign; at the same time let the 
French plenipotentiaries show a disposition to 
conclude with all the allies.” And then his 
lordship enumerates the several offers which 
he would have. France-make to the several 
allies: which, though very general and insof- 
ficient, his lordship says, “ if such overtures as 
these (made to the allies) were not instantly 
accepted, our separate peace would, sitting the 
parliament, be addressed for, made, and ap- 
proved; and the cause of France for once bee 
came popular in Britain.” , 


@to m 


kv] 
- I fthey were accepted; let-M.de Torcy 


sit down and consider what a bargain would 
be made for France; let him remember his 


, journey to the Hague, and compare the planus 


of 1709, and 1712.” - : a 

' & M.de Torcy has a confidence in -you: 
make use of it once for all upon this occasion, 
and convince him thoroughly, that we must 
-give a different turn to our parliament -and 
our people, according to their resolution at 
this crisis.” , 

_ The next letter from his lordship to Mr. Prior, 


_ upon the same subject, and of the same 


strain: ‘“* We are now,” says his lordship, “ at 

the true crisis of our disease, we die at once 

orrecover at once; let France depart from 

that shameful expedient -by which they thought 

to bubble us out of the advantages which they 

had solemnly yielded, and all is well, otherwise, 
_ by God,-both they aod we are undone.” 

‘‘ Pray send Barton-back as fast as possible ; 
the queen can neither delay the meeting of 
parliament longer than the 3d, nor speak to 
the Houses till we bear from you.” _ 

«© My compliments tu M. de Torcy: Let him 
know, that if they. do not agree with the queen, 
I may perhaps be a refugee ; if I am, F promise 
before hang, to behave myself better in France, 
than the French ‘refugees do here. Make the 
French ashamed of their sneaking chicane; by 
Heaven, they treat like pedlars, or, which is 
worse like attorneys.” | 
_ As all these public transactions passed 
through the hands of lord Bolingbroke, who, 
although he was secretary of state, acted extra 
provincially in all his correspondence with 
France; so it appears at the same time, that 
his lordship was not the only person in the se- 
cret; but thata greater influence chiefly di- 
rected and governed all these councils. And 
my lord treasurer, ds in the great affair of Tour- 
nay, was in this transaction the chief conductor, 
as may very reasonably be concluded by seve- 
ral lettersthat Mr. Prior wrote about this time 

lord treasurer, although Mr, Prior bas 
not thought fit to produce one letter from his 
lordsbip to him. 

It is to be observed, that these letters to my 
Jord. treasurer, were chiefly wrote on the sanie 
‘days that Mr. Prior sent dispatches to the se- 
cretaries of state, giving an account of his pro- 
ceeding, and desiring the queen’s directions 
upon them ; but it seems, he. thought not that 


— sufficient without knowing my lord tréasurer’s 


particular pleasure upon them. 

'_ Mr. Prior’s dispatch to the secretaries office 
giving a full account of the present state of the 
treaty, together with several papers, memorials, 
and propositions relating tothe points in dis- 
pute, and concerning commerce and North 
America, is dated December 28th, N. S. The 
day after, Dec. 29th, 1712, N. S. Mr. Prior 
writesto my lord treasurer, and tells him, I 
have wrote a book instead of a letter to my 
Jord Bolingbroke, which I desire your lordship 
would be pleased to run over, that knowing 
what I have done here, you may honour me 
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, with. your commands as to what Iam to do. He> 
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hopes his proposal about Newfeundland, which 
he sends his lordship inclosed, is such as may 
terminate tbat affair to our advantage. If your 
lordship is of the same opinion, I shall have 
intire satisfaction. a oe 
January 8th, 1712-18. N. S. Mr. Pnor 
having sent another full account in form to the 


‘secretary of state, writes the same day to my 


lord treasurer, that he had been in conference: 
with the French ministers to adjust the points 
undecided between her majesty and the king 
of France; that he had. sent lord Bolingbroke 
the result of those conferences, as well what 
was agreed to by the French ministers, as his 
own remarks upon each particular head ; and 
says, I hope your lordship will find the whole 
adjusted so far to your satisfaction, as that our 
seer otentiaries may receive their final orders, 

will not doubt but the whole affair of New- 
foundland is adjusted to your desire: there 


were some points insisted upon by our. plenipo~ | 


tentiaries which the ministers here thought very 


unreasonable; and to say a truth to my lord 


treasurer plainly, which I a little mitigate to my 
lord Bolingbroke, I think not very reasonable, 
He then gives an account that M. de Torcy was 
surprised, that.the Dutch had but in part come’ 
plied with what lord Strafford declared to them 


‘to be her majesty’s resolutions, to which he | 


hopes the queen will send such an answer as 
may cot off all delays; and upon this occasion’ 
Mr. Prior says to my lord treasurer, “ This [ 
only write to your lordship, it being-a thin 
that should not be canvassed in council; and [. 
have promised that the king should have her 
majesty’s answer upon it, as he desires.“ 
January 19th, 1712-15, N. S. Mr. Prior 
writes again to -my lord treasurer ; acquaints 
him, “ That the duke of Shrewsbury now sends ° 
to lord Bolingbroke the substance of their last 
conferences with M. de Torcy, upon the sub< 
ject of Newfoundland, to which I take leave to’ 
add; that your friend Torcy is in the last con-. 
cern to find the duke’s instructions so strict, in 
a point which cannot be given up by France, 
at a time when we well hoped that difference 


was adjusted. Pray, my lord, let us have your * 


distinct and positive orders hereupon by the 


first. I send your lordship inclosed a copy of ' 


my-letter to my lord Bolingbroke, and duke of . 
Shrewsbury desires, that we may -have your 
orders to nish, I believe Torcy writes him- 
self to you,” Jan. 23d, 1712-18, N.S. Mr. 
Prior writes once more to my lord treasurer, 
and tells him, “I have.already wrote so amply 
to your lordship, on the two great points of 
Newfoundland, and the tariff of 1664, and 
expect so daily your last orders upon these two 
points, that 4 will not trouble you at present 
further than to say, ifthese two are settled, the 


peace may be determined here to-morrow, and | 


sent the next day tu Utrecht to besigned.”. And 
on the 2d Feb. 1712-13. : Mr. Prior says to my 
lord treasurer ; * If I desire you to write to me . 


it is because I really think it for the queen’s sere » 


vice ; that in this great post where you have pat 
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me, I may be able to say, I have the immediate 
commands of my lord treasurer ; and in regard 
to that friendship with which you have so pub- 
lickly honoured me, and which, by the by, 
does all the business here.” And on Feb, 4th 
‘TI shall direct myself as you shall be pleased 
to instruct me privately,” ck 8 

If your Committee had fund among the 
papers delivered by Mr. Prior, my lord trea- 
surer’s answers to these letters, they have rea- 
son to believe it would have appeared from 
them, how far the giving up the fishery of New- 
foundland, and the accepting of the 9th article 


_ of the treaty of gommerce, was owing to his 


Jordship’s immediate orders. It seems, how- 
qver, to be a very extraordivary proceeding, 
that the queen’s ministers in France, acting by 
her quthority, and uader her instructions, 
should apply to my lord treasurer, for his dis- 
tinct and positive orders to release them from 
the queen’s instructions; because they are. 
thought by the French ministers to be too strict, 
and if it be a doubt, by whose order or advice 
3t was procured, so much.is certain, that these 
applications had their desired effect; and the 
Newfoundland fishery wag given up, and the 
advantages we were to receive from being treated 
upon the foot of § gens amicissima,’ were all bu- 
uried in that destructive article, the 9th article 
of the treaty of commerce. 24 

The difficulties relating ta North America 
and commerce being in this manner determined, 
France was wholly intent upon concluding and 
sigaing with Great Britain, without, taking ia 


the rest of the allies; and in this they had the 


good fortune to have the. concusrence and as- 
sistance of the British rejinistry. 
By good management, the dispate raised at 


_ Utrecht had been so ordered, that the ministers 


of the allies could not obtain any conferenees 
with those of France, ull the points in difter- 
ence were adjusted between England and 
France: by which means it was February 
1712-13, before the Dutch and French : were 


suffered to meet : And it being now. the busi- - 


ness of France to conclude with England se- 


' parately, the temper the French plenipoten- 


tiaries appeared in, made all business so imprac- 
ticable, that the British plenipotentiaries were 
under a necessity of complaining 6€ it to lord 
Bolingbroke, and to acquaint him, Feb. 3d 
1712-13. _“ The French appear so very uncom- 
plying in every point debated, and so very 
forward and positive in their refusal of.a great 
many things, which the Dutch took.to be grant- 
ed and settled, aswell. by ber majesty’s speech 
as theldeclarations lately made by lord Strafford, 
that the disappointment they met with, put 


_ them in the greatest consternation : Reason 


was also given ug to participate in these dis- 
conteats, and to. regard several things. which 
appear contrary: to what her majesty has de- 
clared, as very unfair; yet all that could he 
said prevailed not.” 

Your committee is not surprised, that the 
instances of their excellencies had so little 


effect with the French plenipotentiaries, who 
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then expected that orders should be sent to 
the British plenipotentieries, immediately to 
sign .& separate’ peace,- which, aceording to 
their expectations, were sent, by Mr. 5t. Joba, 
brother to the lord Bolingbroke, to conelude 


sand sign with Franee as soon as the duke of 


Shrewsbury should send them advice that the 
propositions he was to make at the French 
court were accepted; and on the @8th: lord 
Bolingbroke with the utmast joy acquaints their 
excellencies, that he had received from the 
duke of Shrewsbury the expected returns ; and 
which he doubted not would have reached 
their lordsbips. He bad therefore wihout 
Staying to enter into any other deteal, dis- 
patched a courier to them, to renew those in- 
structions which be hoped were clearly enough 
signified in these papers which his brether cars | 
ied. He acquaints them that the duke of 

hrewsbury had declared, that their lardships 
had. arders, ia case the. French complied, as 
they now actually have done,.to sign mas 
jesty’s peace with France without further. de» 
lay: and that his grace had also declared, that 
in this ease her majesty would open the par- 
jiament, by telling them, she had made a 
peace with France. These two considerations, 
his lerdship says, were perhaps the most pres 
valeat inducements to the Freach ceurt, to . 
come rowsdly into her majesty’s propositions 5 
and the queen thinks herself, for this season, 
still the more obliged punctually aad religi- 
ously to fulfil these promises. The latter she 
will herself perform on Tuesday; and the fora 


mer, it is her positive command that your 


lordships. make good as fast as the negessary 
forms of preparing and executing the instrue 
ments will allow. And his lerdship hooking 
upon it now, that the chief difficulties relating 
to the treaty of peace were removed ;. as hrkes 
wise in the treaty af commerce, by the article 
drawn by himself, and proposed by the duke of 
Shrewsbury, he gives their excellencies positive 
orders, without any delay, to exeeute the 
treaties of peace and commerce between Great © 
Britain and France. - | 
On the 7th, and 20th, of Mareh, O.'S. lord 
Bolingbroke repeats these positive orders, and 
insists, that the peace should be coneluded 
with that precipitation which her majesty 
would have used. And it is observable, that 
among all the demands that were made, vpon 
account:of any prince or potentate, none at 
this time met with the least regard; when, at 
the same time, the interest of the princesg 
Ursini is espoused in the strongest terms. And 
in the same letter, March the $d, O. S. where 
his lordship, speaking of the consequence of 
the restoration of the elector of Bavaria te 
hrs electorate, says, “‘ Her majesty does not 
much enter into the notion of the degradation 
of Hanover as a matter of any importance.” 
His lordship declares, “ That the principality 
in some part ofthe Spanish Netherlands, with a 
revenue of $0,000 crowns demanded for the 
princess Ursini, must be made to the emperor, 
and all parties concerned, a condition, * sine 


qua non,’ of the general peace.” 
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. But the British plenipotentiaries, who were 
to sign, had some difficulties; and they  ac- 
‘quaint lord Bolingbroke; We could say a 
great deal to justify our eautious proceedings 
‘with the French; and are satisfied, that your 
lordship would be of the same opinion, if you 
were tosee their way of negotiating with all 


the allies; and how hard it is fer us to obtain- 


here what to your lordship seems impossible 
the French should make any difficulty to grant.” 
The repeated orders to the plenipotentiaries 
prevailed at last so far upon them, as to ae- 
quaint the allies, the queen found it recessary 
to conelude her own peace without delay; and 
that tine should be allowed those that are not 
ready; But they still avoided the actual sign- 
ing, till the rest of the allies, whose treaties 
were in a forwardness, were ready to sign with 
them ; and, to justify themselves, they acquaint 
the duke of Shrewsbury, that, besides other 
considerations, their chief objection was, that 
though they had orders to sign a particular 
peace, yet their full powers under the great 
seal, only authorized them to negotiate, agree, 
apd conclude the conditions of a good and ge- 
neral peace, agreeable to the interest of all, 
and each of the allies.. And what made them 
more averse, wasthe great importunity with 
which the French pushed them td sign sepa- 
rately. We are surprised at the eagerness of 
the French ministers to have us conclude with 
them alone, when so many of the allies are, in 
a manner, ready to join with us; nor can wé 
enough apprehend the consequences at home 
of doing it alone.. ; 
- Lord Bolingbroke, who says he has not sa- 


gacity enough to find the objections that the. 


plenipytentiaries had made to their first full 
powers, for their satisfaction, sends them a 
new commissien, and repeats to them positive 


erders to sign and cenclude with France; for 


which purpose they were to appoint a day to 
desire them te be ready; and at the same time 
te press sucli as. could not be ready by that 
day, to fix some other on which they will sign. 
By this new commission, . his lordship tells 
them, they have a power, as before ‘ tractandi 
“.conveniendique’ the conditions of a good and 
general péace, which is no more than you are 
to do when you are to offer, jointly with the 
ministers: of France, a general plan to the 
allies. me ae 
i""Phese difficulties of the plenipotentiaries 
made my lord treasurer, who never failed to’ 
exert himself when he found it absolutely ne- 
cessary, think it high time to interpase his au- 
therity ; and avcordingly, March the 31st, 


WN. §. wroteto my lord Strafford in this man- }. 
‘the 7th and 8th articles of the treaty made with 
that crown by sir William Godolphin, the 8th- 


ner; ‘I must felicitate your excellency upon 
the success of all your zeal, and the true love 
you have shewn to your queen, your country, 
dad ‘repose of all Edrope.” 

_ The remaining danger. is, lest we should 
suffer shipwreck in the sight of the port. ‘Fhe 
nation here are five hundred to one for peace. 
"Fhe warriors are driven from their out-works ; 
the: last retrenchment they have is delay ; and 
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I must say this operates much here? The fer- 
ment begins to work, and it will be impossible 
to answer for the turn the House of Commons 
will take, if these delays provoke them further. 
They all feel how maiy' hendred thousand 
pounds this néedless protraction costs them. 
We'now maintain forty nine thousand effective 
men by land, and thirty thousand, within a 
trifle, by sea. In the mean time, thé merchants 
lie off, and will not come into port ; the amuse- 
ment of stories invented by the faction, ‘and 
the correspotidence and’ encouragement that 


patty gives to their friends to hold out, and to: 


wait for somé unhappy accident that may un- 
ravél all which is done: Add to this, the ill 
humour which will grow in members, by heing 


kept so long in’ town idle; and in one word, . 


all that has been unsettled for many days, is 
not worth one day’s chargé England is at ex- 
traordinarily by this delay. [ find this ‘seems 
to be the prevailing universal opinion here; and 
that France has acquitted herself; the only 
stop 1s now at Utrecht.” But this stop did not 
now remain long; and as his lordship néver 
yet appeared in vain, all further obstructions 
at Utrecht were after thiS soon removed. April 
the 1st-1ith, 1713, the treaties of peace and 
commerce between Great Britain and France 
were signed, betwee two and three in the af- 
ternoon. This example was followed by se- 
veral of the allies, who came dropping in one 
after another : and last of all, when it was in 
vain to hold out any longer, the Dutch about 
midnight signed their treaties of peace and 
commerce ; and the emperor and empire aloné 
chose rather to hear the whole weight of the 
war, than submit to such disadvantayeous and 
dishonourable terms as lrad been carved out 
for them by England and France. _ 
The peace being thus settled between Great 
Britain and France, yoar Committee find, from 
the fegotiation which remained still to be car- 
ried on with Spain, that the queen’s.-plenipoten- 
tiaries did suffer a clause to be inserted at the 
end of the 15th article of the peace with 
Spain, whereby they gave a pretence to thé 
Spaniards to claim a right to fish’ at New- 
foundland. - - ; _ 
The words of the article are these : Whereas 


it is insisted on the part.of Spain, that certain — 


| rights of fishing at the island of Newfoundland 
| belong to the 


1 ulpuscoatis, or othér subjects o 
the catholic king ; her Britannic majesty con- 
sents and agrees, that all such privileges as thé 


'Guipuscoans, and other people of Spain, are 
‘able to make claim to by right, shall be allowed 
‘and preserved to’ thient. : : 


’ This claim of the Spaniards is contrary to 


18th July, 1670, whereby it is agreed, that the 
most serene king of Great Britain, his heirs, 
and succéssers, shall have, hold, keep, and en- 
joy for ever, with plenary right of sovereignty, 


dominiod, possession, and property, all those 
land, regions, islands, colonies, and places’ 
whatsoever, being or situated in the West Indies; 
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sent thither for that purpose ; for which reason 


. frequently excuses himselt for not. writing upon 


’ 


or in any part.of- America which the said king 


- of Great Britain, and -his subjects, do at pre- 
“sent hold and possess. | 


~ e . 


And that the subjects and inhabitants, mner- 
chants, captains, masters of ships, mariners, of 


‘the kingdoms, provinces, and dominions, of each 
‘confederate respectively, shall abstain and for- 
"bear to sail'and trade in the ports and havens 


which have fortifications, castles, magazines, or 


-ware-hiouses, and in alltther places whatsoever, 
"possessed by the other party in the West Indies ; 


to wit, the subjects of the king of Great Britain 
shall not sail unto, and trade in the havens and 


‘places, which the catholic king holdeth in the 


said Indies; nor in-like manner, shall the sub- 


‘jects of the king of Spain fail unto, or trade in 


those places, which are possessed there by the 
king of Great Britain. 7a 

- The board of trade was consulted upon the 
Spaniards claiming a right to fish at Newfound- 
jand soon after the late peace, and returned the 
ollowing answer to lerd Dartmouth,. dated 

June 13th 1712-13. 

That in obedience to her majesty’s com- 
mands, signified to us by your lordships of the 
dsf instant, we have considered the extract of 
& memorial from the marquis de Monteleon, re- 
lating to a claim of the inhabitants of the pro- 
xince of Guipuscoa, to fish on the coast of 
Newfoundland ; and thereupon take leave to 
inform your lordship, that we have discoursed 
with such persons as are able to give us infor- 
mation in that matter; and we fing that some 
Spaniards have come thitber with passes from 
her majesty, and others may have fished there 


did do it as of right belonging to them. | 
By the act to encourage the tradeto New- 
foundland, passed in the 10th and 11th years of 
his late majesty, when we were in amity and 
alliance with Spain, it is declared and enacted, 
that no alien or stranger whatsoever, -not re- 
siding within the’ kingdom of England, domi- 
nion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
shall at any time hereafter take, bait, or use 
‘any sort of trade or fishing whatsoever, in New- 
foundland, or in’ any of the islands adjacent : 
pursuant to which act, instructions bave been 
given every year to the commodores of ‘the 
convoys, to prevent foreigners coming thither, 
The Committee find themselves at a loss to 
account for the reasons that prevailed. with the 
minstry to admit the insertion of this article ; 
and upon this occasion they think themselves 
obliged to acquaint the House, that they find 
very few footsteps remaining of the whole trans- 
action, relating to commerce with Spain. It 
appears that the management of it was entrusted 
with Mr, Gillingham, an Irish papist, who was 


lord Lexington, in his letters to lord Dartmouth, 


that subject, Mr. Gillingham giving such full 
accounts of the matter; no$withstanding which, 
xo one letter from Mr. Gillingham to the se- 
eretaries office can be found; and the com- 
mittee are Induced to believe, that this whole 
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transaction was. carried on by.‘another -way. 
.From a letter of lord Lexington to lord Dart~ 
mouth of January the 9th 1712, wherein his 
dordship, speaking of the business of commerce, 
_ gays, “ Mr. Gillingham gives an account of the 


steps we have made, so! don’t trouble you with 
them again; knowing that what goes to my 
lord treasurer, is the same as to yourself.” ; 
From this passage it appears evident to your 
Committee, that a correspondence wus carried 


on between the earl of Oxford and Mr. Gilling- 
ham, 10 relation to our treaty of commerce with 


Spain. But for want of the papers which passed. 
between them upon this subject, your cQrm- 
mittee is likewise ata loss to find what. mo- 
tives could induce the British ministry to admit 
so essential an alteration of the.treaty of come 
merce, signed by the queen's plenipotentiaries, - 
as is made’ by the three explanatory articles, 
as they are called, which ere added.to the said 
treaty, and are,in an unprecedented manper, 
inserted in the ratification of it ; notwitbstand- 
ing it doth not appear, they had everbeen con- 
sented to, much less signed, by any of theqaeen’s 
plenipotentiaries; amongst other very material 
disadvantages to. which these articles subject 
our merchants, your Committee is. informed, 
that, by virtue of them, Spain does actually at 
this time demand of our. merchants fourteen 
per cent. on account of Cientos, Millones, and 
Alcavalas, over and above ‘fifteen per cent. 
which they exact for .other duties, -(No.-44.) 
which added to them, amounts to no less than 
twenty nine per cent. whereas, -it -is notorious, 
that, during the reign of king Charles 2, of Spain, 
the whole duties exacted, and.paid by our mer- 
chants, for all goods imported to the several 
ports of Spain, computed by an average, did 
never exceed ten per cent. but rather fell. short 
of it. By what management these artcles-were 
ratified, and how legal and warrantable it was 
to -afhix the great seal to articles so pernicious 
in their contents, and so irregulgrly offered, your. 
Committee must submit to the consideration of 
the House. 7 aa - 
Your Committee having thus-gone_ through 
the chief transactions relating to the negociations 
of peace and commerce, proceed:to offer to the 
House what they have found material in- the 
papers referred to them. coucerning the Catalans, 
After several unsuccessful attempts. by the 
way of Portugal, and the design upon Cadiz, to 
settle king Charles on the, throne.of Spaia ; and 
that the confederate fleet had. appeared before 
Barcelona in 1704, without the desired success 3 
her majesty in the beginning of the. year 1705, 
sent Mr. Crowe as, her minister to, Genoa, with 
private iostructions which are here .annexed, 
(No. 45.) to the following effect: That her‘majes- 
ty being informed, that the people of Catalonia 
were inclined to cast off the yoke imposed on 
them by the French; and by withdrawing 
themselves from the power of the duke of Anjou, 
to return to the obedience of the House of 
_Austria, was desirous to maintain and improve 
that good disposition in them ; and to induca 
them to put the same speedily. in execution, 
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had made choice‘of him to carry on 30 great a 
work, for the advantage of her service, and the 
‘good of the common cause. He is therefore 


ordered to repair to Genoa, Leghorn, or sach. 
_ other neutral country or place,.as he should 


Judge most proper, for carrying on her majesty’s 
service in this particular ; ‘and to treat with the 
Catalans, or any other people of Spain, about 
their coming into the interest of Charles the 
third of Spain, and joining withiher majesty and 


her allies. | For that purpose he is to inform 


himself what number of forces they will raise, 
and what they expect shall be sent to assist 
them : If any. of the nobility insist upon a sum 
of money to be advanced to them, he must 
assure them, he does not doubt but he’shall be 
impowered to remit to them whatsoever is ne- 
cessary and reasonable for their support, as 


_ soon as they are actually in the field : That he 


shall give the Catalans, or other Spaniards, as- 
suraoces of her majesty’s Utmost endeavours to 
procure the establishment of all such rights and 
Immunities as.they have formerly enjoyed under 
the House of Austria.; that she has, for their 
further satisfaction, sent to king Charles the 
third, for powers for confirming the same to 
them; and that she is willing, if they insist on 
it, to give her guarranty that it shall be done. 
_Mr. Crowe had also a commission, (No. 46,) 
of the same-date. with his instructions, to treat 
.with the Catalans upon -the terms before-men- 
tioned, upon this express condition on their 
side, that they shuuld-acknowledge, and receive 
king Charles as lawful king of Spain, and ut- 


' terly renounce the House of Bourbon, 
. He had with this, credential Jetters, (No. 47,) 


signed by the. queen, directed to the. nobility, 


- magistrates, and all officers, civil and military, 


of Catalonia, desiring them to depend upon the 
promises he should make them in her name. | 
The earl of Peterborough, and sir Cloudesly 
Skovel, by their instructions, (No. 48,) dated 
May ist, 1705, are likewise ordered to use 
their endeavours to induce the Catalans to join 
with them. in their undertakings: and to ani- 
mate that: people to prosecute their liberty 
with ‘mere vigour, they are empowered to as- 
sure them of the queen’s support, and to pro- 
mise them.in the queen’s name, that she will 
secure them a confirmation of their rights and 
privileges from the king of Spain, that they may 
be settled on a lasting foundation to them and 
their posterities. But lest persuasions alone 


should uot- prevail, they are. ordered, in case the’ 


Catalans make no suitable retnra to these-kind 
offers, to.annoy the towns on the coast of Spain, 
and to reduce them by force.” - : 

- In conformity to these instructions, a de- 
claration was drawn here, and delivered by Mr. 


.- Secretary Harley to the earl of Peterborough, 


for his lordship to publish in Spain, full of as- 


gaurances in the queen’s name; of support, and 
of their liberties-on the one hand, and threats 
on the other; which declaration his lordship, 


on his arrival in Spain, did accordingly publish, 


(No. 49.) _ | : 
... The successes of that expedition need, not be 
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here particularly mentioned. King Charles, in 
his letter to the queen, Oct. 22, 1705, gives an 
aceount of them, and what. they were owing 
to, viz. ‘The assurances of your majesty’s 
generous protection, upon which my subjects 
in Catalonia expose their lives and fortunes.” 

No want of fidelity or zeal for the common. 
cause, during a long war, that abounded with 
extraordinary turns of fertune, was ever’ ob- 


jected to these people; on the contrary, they 


received to the last the applauses of the allies, 
and assurances repeated to them by every ge- 
neral and minister that was sent from Great 


Britain to that country, that they should never - 


be abandoned. | 

When the queen entered into separate mea- 
sures of peace, lord Lexington was sent ambas- 
sador to Spain; at which time, considering the 
circumstances of king Philip’s affairs, and the 
obligations he had then received from the 
queen, the’ Catalan privileges, if plainly de | 
marded and insisted upon, could not have been 
refused, and without it, could neyer be expected 
to be granted to a people so remarkably zealous 
for the common cause. wo 

But his lordship’s ‘instructions, -(No. 50,) in- 


stead of directing him to insist upon this, as a 


condition”of the queen’s coming into the peace, 
order him only to represent to the court of 
Spain, that it is no less for the king’s interest, 
than for the queen’s honour, that a general 
amnesty without exception be granted to all 
Spaniards who have adhered to the House of 
Austria, and in a particular manpner-to the 
Catalans, with regard to their persons, estates, 
dignities, and privileges, , . 
These Instructions, though very defective, 
were not complied with; for lord Lexington, 
in the 11th article of his paper, which is called 
demands, (No. 51,) delivered to the court of 
Spain upon his arrival there, expresses himself 
thus: That the queen prays his Catholic ma- 
jesty, that a general amnesty without excep- 
tion be granted; but: leaves out the words in 
his instructions with regard to their persons, 
estates, dignities, and privileges. 
- The king’s answer was, That the general am- 
nesty relating entirely to the general peace, 
was not ‘proper for the presént treaty; and 
therefore -he leaves it to be then treated of: 
that his majesty will make use of his great cle- 
mency, provided: the queen will contribute to 


¢ 


.the safety, to the repose, and. to the interests, 


of so many faithful subjects, who, according to 
their duty, had followed his righteous cause in _ 
Flanders, dnd in all the parts of Italy ; and that 
an express: article be inserted in the peace, 
wherein it shall be declared, That all subjects 
who have done their duty, by adhering to his 


estatés and honours, of what nature soever 
they be,- which they enjoyed when they were 
under his obedience; and that they may mort- 
gage, exchange or sell, at. their pleasure ; and 


that they shall have full. liberty to continue in 


the service of their king; and that neither 


upon this pretext, or any other whatsoever, — 


Catholic majesty, shall be established in their '— 
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they shall. receive the least prejudice, or the 
least harm in their estates and honours, or any 
molestatien whatever, and that any municipal 
law to the contrary (if there be any such) shall 
be made void by thé treaty of peace. 

‘Lord Lexington transmits this answer to 
England, which, though containing a direct re- 
fusal at present of what was desired, and only 
general assurances of clemency from the king, 
en conditions that could: not possibly be ex- 

ected to be complied with; yet his lordship 
in his letter to lord Dartmouth, writes word, 
That the 11th article (which is this about the 
Catalans) was agreed to; and thinks what 
they desire is but justice: and then goes on; 
“ Thus, my lord, I have finished my negotiation 
in the best manner I could, and hope it will be 
to her majesty’s satisfaction.” .— - my. 

No dissatisfaction was shewn by the ministry 
jo England, either with this manner of nego- 
tiating, or the fruitlessness of it, but he is or- 
dered to pruceed in tiie business, both as it was 
an act of humanity, which every one to the 
utmost of their power ought to promote; and 
that the interest of the king of Spain was most 
nearly concerned by that means to get the 
Germans out of the counrry. | boa @ 

Hereupon another memorial for an amnesty 
is presented, the motive used to induce the 
king to grant it, is his awn interest, and to re- 
move the Germans,. without any notice taken 
of the queen’s honour being concerned. in the 
affair. : ; 

The king answered, That the Catalans had 


deserved little from: him ; that they were now | 
tant point appears to be as. follows: - 


reduced to a small extent of ground, by the 


withdrawing of. the troops of Britain aad Por- | 


tugal; that his troops, and those of the king his 
grandfather, were entering into their country 
by three several ways; therefore more in com- 
plaisance.to the queen, than for the argumeats 


that had been offered, he was willing to grant |; 
: nient. the sentiments ofthe Freoch court sheeld 
be kaowa upon this matter as soon as possir 
ble. : ‘ : } 


his pardon to those Catalans, who acknowledgr 
ing his clemency, and repenting them of their 
error, should submit to bis dominion and vas- 
salage, withio a time to be prefixed. 

_ Count Sinzendorf,, in the project for evaeu- 
ating. Catalonia, insisted upon the preserving. 
the people their privileges: but the king. of 


Spain refused it, and would only grant them an. 


Rn... 


amnesty and pardon.. | 
im his. letsers both to the 


_ Lord: Dartmouth 


marquis de Monteleone, and lord. Lexington,. 


says, He cannot express the queen’s surprise to 
hear, that the privileges of tlie Catalans were 


not. intended to be preserved. to them by the 


court of Spain; that those privileges were ne- 
cessarily included in the meaning of a geueral 
amnesty already granted; that this was an af- 
fair wherein the queen’s honour was extremely 
concerned, and that she was obliged by-motives 
of conscience not to depart from it. Lerd 
Lexington is. hereupon ordered to insist again 
upon it, in the strongest manner imaginable ; 
that when the king of Spain is conyinced: of 
her majesty’s steadiness, and the firmness of ber 


_ Tesolution to adhere.to.thig demand, no doubt 
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he will yield to what bas been so solemnly pre- 
inised, ahd is in itself so reasonable.. That the 
marquis de Monteleone, being restrained by his 
instructions from treating upon this point, the 
negotiating .of it. must intirely lie upon lord 
Lexingtop. Be sed , bo tide 

Accordingly .his lordship presents. another 
memorial for a general amnesty, with the con- 


firmation of all their privileges. . ‘Fhe amnesty, 


+ 
‘ 


he says, was granted, but the privileges intirely 
refused, and in such a positive stile as he never 
met with, but in demanding a tract of ground 
about Gibraltar. — 
In another letter, speaking of the many des 
nials he. met with in Spain, he says, *“* Things 
are not here upon. the same foot as they were 
before the suspension, for the king teld me 
these words, We kuow that the peace:is as nee 
cessary for you as for us, and. that you will nos 
break it off for a trifle.” eo : 
_ It may seem at first sight unacceuntable 
how the queen’s endeavours could. fail of sucs 
cess, when she declared. her conscience was 
concerned in this matter, and that, though she 
desired a peace, she would. not act imcousist~ 
ently with honour and justice to obtain it. — 
The first fatal step to the ruin of the Cata< 
lans, was the orders sent lord Lexington, (con~ 
trary to his first instructions) upon his arrival 
at Madrid to acknowlege Philip as king of 


Spain in a private audience, before any one 
, article of peace or commerce was settled with 
him, which pet him in a condition of refusing 
: this, and whatever else he should think fic. - 


rs 
rd 
Dartmouth had acquainted Mr. Prior, that 
lord Lexington’ was not to acknowledge Philip 
as king of Spain, till he had agreed to the de~ 


The manner how Spain gained this im 


mands his lordship was to make in the queen’s 
. name. | 


However lord Dartmouth thinks: it conve«: 


This method of proceeding with Spein .was 


‘very much disliked in France, and Mr. -Prier 


writeslord Dartmouth a very elaborate letter,falb | 


‘of Dd. de Torcy’s reasons to induce: our mmistry: 


to.recede from that point, and concludes: wath 


‘this remarkable one ; “ That the whole treaty 
_heing eventual, this acknowledgment of Philip: 


asking ef Spain, would-fall as the.other pomts,' - 


‘unless the conditions were. made good, end :the- 
‘peace agveed and ratified.” 2 


Hereupon lord Bolingbroke determines this. 


‘Matter in favour of Spain,.by impateng: the 
former directions tolord Daremouth’s mistakin 
the queen’s-meaning: And: writes Mr. Prior’ - 


word that he: was equally surprised and‘ vexed, : 


to find by the uncouth .way.of explaiming the: 
queen's sense, that Mr, Prior had: been = led to 


imagine it was: intended lord. Lexington should: 
make any difficulty of acknowledging:the kim 
of Spain as such, “ The proceeding. this way,. 
by acknowledging the king in the first place,” 
(says his lordship,) * seamsinatuval, civil, and 


~ maatter up. 
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wnexceptionable, but- any other scheme is 


absurd, and inconsistent with all the. rest ef: 
our proceedings.” And then concludes, .“ for: 


God’s sake, dear Mat. hide the nikedness of thy 
country, and give the best turn thy fertile 
brain will furnish thee -with, to the blunders of 
thy countrymen, who are not much better po- 
liticians than the French are poets.” 

Lord Dartmouth it seems thought fit to. ac- 
quiesce, and. the same day that this letter was 
writ, dispatched orders to lord Lexington, to 
acknowledge king Philip in the first piace, 
notwithstanding his former instructions to the 
contrary. es 
. Bat to return to the Catalans. ‘Nor did the 
ministers, shew that zeal for the queen’s honour 
as might be expected, but plainly gave this 
3 Lord Bolingbroke, in his letter to 
‘the queen’s- plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, tells 
them, it is not forthe interest of England to 

reserve. the Catalan liberties; and likewise 

s leave.to make an observation to them, that 
the Catalan privileges are the power of the purse 
and swerd; but that the Castillian privileges, 
which the king of Spain will give them (in ex- 
change’ for their Catalan) are the liberty of 
trading,:aad resorting to the West Indies, and 
a capacity of holding those beneficial employ- 
taents the king has to bestow in America; 
which, says his lordship, ‘* are of infinitely 
greater value to those who intend to live ina 
due subjection to authority.” : 
~ & Lord Lexington also, instead of supporung 
‘the Catalan privileges; treated the people as 
rebels ; and to induce Spain to make peace 
with Portugal, puts M. Orry in mind of the 


necessity Spain is in of withdrawing their treops } 


from Andalusia, in. order to end the rebellion 
of the Catalans. (No. 53.) wn 
. When the convention was forced upon the 
emperor for the evacuating Catalonia, the 
imperial ministers at Utrecht insisted upon the 
, preserving by that treaty the: privileges of Ca- 
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talonia,, Majorca, and Ivica; but’ France and ! 


.her confederates insistizg, that that matter 
should be referred to-the peace, the imperial 
neanisters at last acquiesced, upon the queen of 


' Great Britain’s declaring again, that she would 


interpose her good offices in the most effectual 
manner to obtain the privileges of Cataloma, 
Majorca, and Ivica: And the Frénch king 


engaged atthe same time to join his endeavours- 


-forthat purpose. Hereupon the negociation in 


Spain was kept up till our treaty of peace with | 


that crown was ripe, by which the Catalap 
kiberties were to be abandoned. Thie lord 
Lexington signed, ¢ontenting ‘himself with 
protesting against that article, at the same time 
he signed it; as ‘he had writ werd before he 


. intended to do, and that therefore the queen 


was intirely at liberty to reject it... bs 3 
Notwithstanding the king of Spain’s former 
refusal, lord Lexington is again directed to 
imsist upon the Catalan privileges, and is again 
told, ‘That the queen thought herself obliged 
by the strongest ties, viz. those of honour and 
conscience, to. insist upon it, for a people whom 


*o, 


4 
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the necessity of the war had obliged her to 
draw-into her interest. His lordship had signed 
the treaty with Spain before -these orders to 
present another memorial arrived. , 

He thereupon acquaints the marquis of Bed- 
mar, that be was sorry he was obliged to do 
any thing which he knew was against the king’s 
sentiments, but having received express orders, 
he must follow his duty, and present the fol+ 
lowing memorial. - oo 4 rc 

“ The uader-written minister of the queen of 
Great Britain, in pursuance of the strict orders 
he recerved the last post, is obliged most hambly 
to renew the instances he has so frequently 


made to your majesty, in favour of the Cata- 


Jans: The queen orders him to represent, that 
she has nothing more at heart, than to obtain 
for those people the same privileges they for- 
merly enjoyed; which she thinks herselt obliged 
to do, by the two strongest motives that are 
possible, viz. honour and conscience, that she. 
may not leave a nation, which the misfortune 
of war obliged her to draw into her interest, 
in a worst condition than she foundthem. She © 
hopes, that after allthe pains she has taken for 
procuring a solid and lasting peace to Europe, 


| your majesty will not leave her with the grief 


of having been the occasion of the loss of the 
privileges of that people, but rather, that in 
regard to the. strict friendship whieh with God’s. 
blessing is so near being established between 
both your majesties, as well as the union so 


[necessary to the interests of both nations; your 
majesty will not make any difficulty any longer 
to grant ‘this favour to her majesty which she has 


somuch atheart.”.__ , 
“The Marquis de Bedmar’s answer to this 


/ memorial was, that this point about the Cata-. 


lans having been debated in the treaty lately 


‘concluded, and signed in this court by his ex-. . 
| cellency and himself, which his excellency will 


own, and may be pleased to acknowledge, the. 
king does not see that any thing further is to be 
done in the matter. . 

“ This treaty was sent to England, and ra-- 
tified by the queen. Lord Dartmouth says that: 
lord Bolingbroke had the principal share in the 
negociation, and that the article of the Cate- 


‘lans was put in as soft terms as was consistent . 


with the queen’s honour to allow. | 

The terms of the treaty are, that the Catalans 
shall have the same privileges as the king’s best. 
beloved subjects the Castilians enjoy. 

When the king. of Spain had received this. 
convincing proof of Our ministry’s attachment. 
to his interests, and that the before mentioned: 
ties of the queen’s honour and conscience were: 


of no force with them when opposed to his de- 


sires, he takes a further step, and directly pro-. 
poses to lord Lexington, that the queen would 
assist him with ships to block up Barcelona,’ 

His lordship’s answer was,‘that he was afraid. 
this: preposal would meet with this difficulty, 
that her majesty would be very unwilling to 
lend her ships to exterminate a peoplethat had- 


taken up arms inf great measure at the metic 


e 


_ before he was out of Spain, he would write for 


» ready to serve them. (No. 59.) 3 


his subjects to their obedience, and thereby 


; eo S , 
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gation of her ministers; and that she would | of the queen’s-subjects, of interruptions of 
think she had done enough to gratify the king | commerce, or depredatiuns by the vessels of 
in not insisting upon the preserving for-‘them | Catalonia, Majorca, Sardinia, Naples, and 
their ancient liberties, without helping to de- {| other places, to demand restitution ; and, in 
stroy them. Bat the regard the ministry had | case of refusal, to make reprisals. To repair 
to this request of the king, will afterwards ap- | with the fleet before Bareelona, then besieged 
pear. : | by the enemy,. and demand immediate pays 

The French ambassador and the Princess des | ment of the value of the queen’s stores in the 
Ursins proposed to lord Lexingtén, and the | town, or a sufficient secarity for payment in 
night before he left” Madrid, the king sent for | some reasonable time. To take care to time 
him, and engaged him to write a letter, con- | his arrival before the towa, according to the 
certed with, and approved by, the king, to the | advices from lord Bingley, then designed to be 
regency of Barcelona,(No. 57.) advising them to | sent to Spain; by the strongest representations 
submit themselves to their king. His lordship | to induce the regency of Barcelona to accept 
assures them of his constant endeavours to do {| of the terms that shall be obtained for them. 
thé best he could for them ; that God bad not | To take all the necessary measures pursuant to 
permitted him to do more than he had done: | the queen’s intentions. to put an end to the 
That if they would take their resolutions soon, | confusions that now reign:in those parts: And 
all proper methods of persuasion to induce 
the inhabitants of Majorca to submit to the 
terms that shalt be offered them; and in case 
of refusal, to employ his squadron in counte- 
nanciog and assisting all attemps which may 
be made for reducing them to a due obedience. 

It may aot be improper in this place, to take. 
notice, 
. 1st, That although the queen had engaged 
herself, by the treaty of evacuation, to inter= - 
pose her good offices in the most effectual 
manner to obtain the Catalans their liberties, 
yet instead thereof the most effectual methods 
were used to the contrary; aod Mr. Prior ac« 
quainted Monsieur Torcy, that the queen was 
assured the Catalans wouid submit upon the 
terms before offered by the king of Spain, with- 
out su-much as mentioning their ancient _privi- 
leges any more. (No 63.) 

2dly, That the French king who had put 
himself under the same obligation as the queen 
by the said treaty, after this account from Mr. 
Prior, of the queen’s sentiments, thought fit 
also not to ask for their privileges; Mr. Torcy. 
also alleging, that the king had little. interest 
with the court of Spain. _ . 

Sdly, That Britain was underthe same en- 
gagements by that treaty, to support the pri- 
vileges of Majorca, as those of Catalonia, at 
the time sir James Wishart had direct orders 
to attack them. 

4thly, That when these rigorous measures 
were forming against the Catalans, lord’ Bo- 
lingbroke writes-word to Mr. Prior, that by- 
what we observe in the Catalan agent here, of 
whom we have never taken the least notice as 
a public man, it is pretty plain that a reasona- 
_ ble accommadation might be made, as he ex- 
presses it, with that turbulent people. (No. 64.) 
What was called turbulency in the -Catalans, 
may appear by their answer to the duke of 
Popoli, the king of Spain’s general, who sum- 
moned them to surrender. They told bim 
they would die rather than be slaves; but~™ 
if their ancient liberties were confirmed to 
them, they would open their gates, and receive 
him with ail gladness. 

The House of Lords expressed their concern. 
in a public manner for i miseries of the Ca- 


them in the manner they should desire; and 
concludes his letter with new assurances of his 
concern for their interests. — a 

To make this appear the more friendly to 
them, he tells them, he had entrusted the con- 
sul at Alicant to get: this Jetter conveyed to 
them, upon some pretence or other; though a 
duplicate of. it was also sent to the count of 
Lecheraine, one of the king of Spain’s generals 
before the town, with direction to have it sent 
in as by a deserter, without his knowledge. 

(No. 58.) | 

Mr. Burch, his lordship’s sectetary, amongst 
ether reasons, gives this for the writing this let- 
ter; thatif the Catalans had a mind to accom- 
modate, the queen would have the mediation, 
and if they had not, that then the court of Spain 
would see, that her majesty would be always 


But this artifice to induce the Catalans to 
abandon their defence in hopes of his lordship’s 
good offices, lind no effect upon men determined 
to die for the liberty of their country. = 

‘Nothing but force could extort that from 
them: and therefore sir Patrick Lawless, in 
September, 1713, presents a. memorial (No. 60,) 
to the same effect with what was proposed the 
month before to lord Lexington in Spain, setting 
forth that the Catalans and Majorcans had not 
submitted themselves to the king's obedience, 
and interrupted all commerce and correspon-. 
dence in the Mediterranean; and submits itto 
the consideration of the queen, not only as 
gurantee of the treaty of evacuation, but as it 
concerned the interests of Great Britain: and 
therefore his catholic majesty hopes the queen: 
will order a squadron of her ships to reduce 


complete the tranquillity of Spain, and of the 
Mediterranean commerce. | 
Ag soon asthe season of the year would 
permit, a fleet is accordingly - fitted out for the 
mediterranean, under the command of sir. 
James Wishart, whose first instructions bear 
date 28 Feb. and the adititiional, 18 March 
17 13-14 by which (No 61, and 62.) he is ordered 
to,inforce a strict observance of the treaty of 
evacuation ia all its parts, upon avy complaints 
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interposition in the most pressing manner, 


that the Catalans may have the full enjoyment 
of their just aod ancient privileges continued to 


them. 


_ Her majesty’s answer was, that at the time 
she concluded her peace with Spain, she re- 
solved to use her interposition upon ‘every oc- 
casion for obtaining thase liberties, and to 
prevent, if possible, the misfortunes to which 
that people are exposed, by the conduct of : 
‘| ceived a very civil letter from Mr. Grimaldo, 


those more nearly concerned to help them. 


. Hereupon, for form’s sake, and to allay the 
indignation conceived against the ministry by 
the people in general, who compassionated the 
calamities of those who fought for liberty, the 
demand of the Catalan privileges is again put 
down in lord Bingley’s instructions,- who was 
before ordered to go to Spain, but was never 


sent. 


So that the only favour obtained from. the 
ministry by this earnest address of the House 
of Lords, in behalf of the Catalans, was an inti- 


mation sent by lord Bolingbroke to the admiral 


not to appear before Barcelona ror to attack the 


ajoreans, till he should hear. from lord Bing- 
ley and receive directions from England.’ And 
also a letter from his lordship to Mr. Grimaldo, 
above two months after the Address, though 
the town was invested at the time of making 


it ; wherein he makes a kind and friendly com-' 


laint, as he terms it, that the Catalan privi- 
leges had not been yet granted them, nor. any 
reasonable -terms offered, which they must 


either have accepted, or forfeited: the queen’s | 


compassion, and that of the whole world. 
The. admiral had also his scruples, whether 
his orders, couched in ambiguous terms, would 
justify him in attacking Barcelona. He there- 
fore writes to lord Bolinbroke and lord Bingley 
upon it, and submits it to lord Bingley’s consi- 
deration, whether the Catalans might not re- 
fuse conditions that may be most advantageous, 
if they find he is not to act by force; and de- 
sires that his orders ta act before Barcelona, 
either by force or otherwise, may be very plein 
and clear, assuring him that he will most, punc- 
tually obey those already given bim, and such 
as he shall hereafter receive. 
' When sir James Wishart arrived at Cadiz, 
he gave the governor a list of the ships under 
his command for the Mediterranean service; 
who sent it immediately to Madrid; but though 
several messages came from court to the go- 
vernor during the admiral’s stay there, no one 
‘compliment was made him, to signify his ar- 
rival was welcome, or any question asked abaut 
what services he was to perform, which a little 
surprised him ; that as soon as they had an ac- 
count at Madrid,: of his arrival at Cadiz, Mr. 
Orry was dispatched to Catalonia with full 
power to treat with the Catalans; so that, 
says He, it would appear, that though the king 


of Spain has all the advantage. of the queen’s. 
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talans; and by their address ‘to the queen, the 
Sd of April, 1714, made it their most bumble 
and earnest request to her majesty, that she 
would be graciously pleased:to continue her 


a 
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ships, as:much as if they were actually hefore 
Barcelona, by represénting to those people, 
which they very well know, our arrival in these 
parts,and how far we are on our way to the 
Mediterranean, yet the king would not seem to 


‘owe the-success of such agréement to the 


queen'and her ships, but to France oaly. 

But this negotiation of Mr. Orry tailing of 
success, by’ the Catalans refusing te submit 
without having their liberties granted them, 
obliged the court of Spain to take more notice 
than otherwise they were inclined to do of the 
admiral, who from Alicant writes to lord Bing- . 
ley, then expected at Madrid, that he had re- 


who sent him. .the king’s order for exempting 
the provisions for the fleet from paying any 
duty. He tellshim, that this exemption was: 
‘usually granted to the admiral himself that 
commanded, but being a trifle, he submits it to | 
his lordship’s better judgment, whether the 
granting him this might not be a means to pre- 
vent any thing that might be intended by the 
court’'at Madrid more to his advantage, and 
leaves it to his lordship’s consideration what 
may be most for his interest at that place; and 
hopes by his friendship to find sume marks of 
favour from.thence in regard to his expence in 
this expedition, so much intended for their ser- 
vice, and for which he has -no allowance from. 
home but his pay, which will not defray half his 
charges, (No. 65.) | 

In another letter of sir James Wishart to 


lord Bingley, he acquaints his:lordship, that 


though he had formerly desired him to move the 

ing of Spain, that the grant of exemption of 
duties for provisions for the Fleet might be 
made to himself, yet upon farther consideration 
of the matter, which is but of small moment, 
and may appear greater at. the court of Spain 
and England than really it is, he desires bis ex- 
cellency not to take any notice of it, but let it 
stand as it does; and desires his excellency’s 


“countenance and assistance upon any other oc» 
casion, that the court of Madrid might take to 


express their good will-to him, (No. 66.) Nor 
was it long before the admiral gave the court 
of Spain mere particular proofs that he was not. 
unworthy of their‘expected favours. - 

After Barcelona had been invested a const- 
derable time by the Spaniards, and reduced to 
great difficulties for want of provisions, the 
French king, though engaged with the queen, 
by the treaty of evacuation, to employ his good 
offices in the most effectual manner, in favour 
of the Catalan. liberties, thought fit to send his 


} troops against them, commanded by marshal — 


Berwick, who opened the trenches before Bar- 
celona, the first of July O. S. 1714. And on 
the 8th of the same month, sir James Wishart, 
in the quéeen’s name, writ them a threatening 


: letter, (No. 67.) directed to the deputies, and 


others who possessed the government there, 
telling them, that complaints had been made of 
their disturbing the commerce of the queen's 
subjects, and that they had insolently presumed - 
to take, carry up, and plunder, their ships, and . 


( 
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used the men in a barbarous manner; he had 
therefore thought fit te send captain Gordon 
with two men of war, to represent to them.these 
unwarrantable and presumptuous proceedings ; 
and by the queen’s command demands imme- 
diate satisfaction for the same, and the punish- 
- ment of the officers of the ships with the ut- 
most severity. Ifthis be not punctually complied 
with, he leaves it to themselves to judge what 
the consequences may be. aes 

“ The deputies returned Answer, (No. 68.) that 
only one of those vessels mentioned in. captain 
Gordon’s memorial, was taken by them into 
Barcelona, being laden with salt, for which 
they paid the price immediately to the captain 
‘of it; that being besieged, they thought they 
‘might do so with justice, and by the law of na- 
tions; that they were far from living like 
pirates, as their enemies suggested in order to 
distress them, by preventing any one’s coming 
-with provisions for their relief; that what Eng- 
Iish vessels had entered their Port with provi- 
sions, had been well treated, and had freely 
sold their merchandize, and at.a higher price 
than they could have got any where else; that 
they bad paid them with their best sort of 


‘money, and to all their satisfactions ; that they. 


had that day published an order, forbidding 
upon pain of death any of their ships to molest 
any English, even though they were going with 
provision to theenemy.. . 
They hope his excellency will be satisfied 
with their conduct, which is conformable to 
the rights of people that are besieged ;. assur- 


ing him, that when they shall know of any of 
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That for a year together the enemies ariny 
had oppressed Barcelona by sea and Jand, mak- | 
ing them continually suffer the calamities of so 
long a blockade; during which time the eue- 
mies have thrown fourteen thousand bombs 
into the town, which have ruined the greatest 
part of the houses; that now they, expect to be 
attacked in form; and that in 24 hours the 
town will be battered in breach. They cannot 


| express their affliction, to see the danger of the 


inhabitants exposed to be the victims of that 
cruelty with which the enemy threatens to treat - 
them. Having no comfort left, they fly to the 
queen of Great Britain, beseeching her protec- 
tion by the inclosed letter to Don Dalmases, 
their envoy at London; and in the mean time, 
till an answer can come, they beseech his ex- 
cellency from their souls to mediate with the 
French troops who opprest them, for a suspen- 
sion of arms, since. the congress at Baden, now 
sitting to conclude of a general peace, may still 
determine this affair; they doubt not that his 
mediation will be able to procure them. this 
relief, since his squadron is superior to that of 
the enemy. They see no other remedy in na- 
ture for their misfortunes, and therefore hope 
his excellency will not, refuse them, that if 
Catalonia has merited any thing by its services, 
and by its conjunction with the English nation, 
this ig the time to receive the fruits of it; that 
it is worthy of his excellency to comfort the af- 
flicted, and not to deny them this favour in 
their great necessity: moot iar 
How the admiral was affected with this letter 
may appear by one of his to lord Bingley, dated 


‘-their ships, either with commission, or without, 
that shall have caused the least damage to any 
English, they will not only immediately inflict 
a rigorous punishment, but repair all the da- 


August the 7th, (No. 70.) wherein he acquaints — 
him, That Mr..Grimaldo had signified to bim " 
from the king of Spain, that all the king’s ships — 
of war being employed before Barcelona, his 


mage; desiring: to live in the good correspon- 
dence they have had with his noble and ge- 
~ merous nation, with the utmost deference for 
the queens, and ready to. obey his excellency’s 
orders with all affection and respect. 

The government of Barcelona in their ex- 
tremity writ another Jetter to the admiral, dated 
July the 23d, (No. 69.) setting forth, That his 
excellency very well knew that the engagement 
Catalonia entered into to receive Charles the 
_ 3d for their king, was founded on the protection 
of the high allies, but most particularly of Eng- 
land, without which they were not capable of 
undertaking so great an enterprize. That they 
had for 7 years together endeavoured to serve 
the English nation in every thing it was possi- 
ble for them to do, by contributing troops and 
considerable sums of. money without interest. 
And though they had pleased themselves with 
the thoughts of the happiness to be always sub- 
" jects of Charles 3, yet by the ordinary change 
to which human affairs are liable, they now see 


majesty could not send any of them to meet 
his flota then coming home; and therefore. 
desired the admiral to send three of his upon 
that service, which was accordingly. complied 
with. Of this be had acquainted lord. Boling- © 
broke, and hopes to meet with her majesty’s — 
approbation. jon | 
. The Catalans thus abandoned, and given up 

to their enemies, contrary to faith and honour, 

were not however wanting. to their own de- 

fence, but appealing to heaven, and hanging up 

at the high altar the queen’s solemn declaration | 
to protect them, underwent the utmost mise-: 
ries of a siege, during which, what multitudes 

perished by famine and the sword ! How many — 
have since been executed! And how many pers 
sons of figure are still dispersed about the Spa- ' 
nish dominions in dungeons, is too well known 
to need any relation. © 

_ It is hoped however, that the calamities of — 
the Catalans will not be imputed to Great Bri- | 


tain in general, abused by the ministry, with re-_ 
peated assurances, that every thing was doing . 
for the preservation of that unfortunate people.* 


the troops of the duke of Anjou, aided by the 
French, wasters of all the principality except 


Barcelona and Cardona, committing through 

the’ whole the most execrable hostilities,’ burn- 

_ Ings, and plunderings, without sparing the ef- 

fusion of innocent bluod, and without distinc- 
tion of age or sex, - 


\ 


The Committee find frequent notices and 
mentidn made of the Abbot Galltier,. who, al- 
though he does i. ot appear to have bad any pub- 
lic character, resided in England during the 
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greatest part of this negotiation, and upon ex- 

traordinary occasions, was very often sent back- 

ward and forward. ia 

But the share that he had in the more pub- 
Jic transactions, was not his only business. It 
1s evident, that some negotiations, which re- 
“quired more than ordinary privacy, were ver- 
bally transacted ; and upon all such occasions, 
. Abbot Gaultier was the person to whom the 
French and English ministers mutually referred 
each other. - 
' And as of ‘necessity nothing could be a 
greater secret than all matters relating to the 
pretender, this province was particularly allot- 
ted to Abbot Gaultier, that through his hands, 
and under his conveyance, by French couriers 
going continually betwixt France and England, 
such practices might be carried on with great 
safety, which in any other manner had been 
too dangerous an undertaking. . 

The first time that any secret negotiation is 
expressly referred to Abbot Gaultier, is found 
in a letter alvceady taken notice of, where Mr. 
St. Jobn, March the 4th, 1711-12, tells M. de 
Torcy, He had deferred writing to hini. of late, 
till he might write with certainty, till the neces- 
sary dispositions were nade among our people 
at home, and. till the queen had taken the only 
resolution which could bring us in a short time 
to a good and solid peace. ‘I have now the 
satisfaction to tell you, that this resolution is 
taken, and that Mr. Harley will carry with him 
this night,-oc to-morrow morning, the final in- 
structions of the queen to her plenipotentiaries. 
I refer myself to M. Gaultier, to explain to you 
miore'at. large ‘the subject of this yentleman’s 
commission, and what the queen hopes his most 
ile majesty will do to co-operate with 

er.” : ; a 

The Committee having observed, at the be- 
ginning of this report, that several letters and 
papers are wanting, which, by the circum- 
stances of time and ‘matters then depending, 
appear to be of moment and consequence; it 
is ndt to be expected, that those who Have 
been so careful to suppress matters of less im- 
portance, would leave behind them any trans- 
actions that might tend openly and directly to 
favour and support the cause of the pretender. 

But as the Committee has observed several 


passages which are a plain indication of the 


tenderness and: regard with which the cause and 
person.of the pretender were tredted, as often 
as mentioned ; they have thought fit to bring 
them together, and lay them before the house 
in one view. . | 

- There is a paper that was left in lord Boling- 
breke’s closet, dated at Versailles, the 24th of 
September, 1711, ‘endorsed, as other office 
papers usually are. It gives an account, that 
the pope’s nuncio had in his last audience of 
the king made the following declaration. 
“ The court of Rome being fully informed, that 
France was endeavouring to procure a. peace 
upan the most advantageous terms that was 
possible, and being persuaded, that if the peace 
should be made, England would not suffer that 


ree 
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‘the king of Franee should permit the prigce of 
Wales to continue in his realms; the court of 
Rome offers tothe king of France to give this 
prince an asylum at Rome, or in any other part 
of the ecclesiastic dominions,” oe 

-To which the king-of France returned in An- 
swer, That an asylum for the prince of Wales 
wouid be no obstacle to the peace. That if 
the allies did truly design te make a peace, he: 
would accept of any reasonable propositions 
they should make; and in this case an article 
for the prince of Wales would be 
the treaty. eo | | 
"June the 7th, 1712. The bishop of Bristol 
giving an account to lord Bolingbroke of some 
discourse he had with some of the ministers of 
the allies, says, Mons. Consbruck, one of the 
eimperor’s plenipotentiaries, kept also- within 
the terms of decency, save only that he took it 


for granted, that one great end of -all this ma" 


nagement on our part, was to bring in the pre~ 
tender; which apprehension one of the minis= 
ters of the States lately owned in private dis- 
course, to have been the fundamental reason of 


all their conduct of late.” «© nae 


Itcannot. be forgot what great stress and 
weight was laid-upon the removal of the pre- 
tender out of the dominions of France. This 
was wiat all the nation with great justice ex- 
pected, and what the queen declared was taken 
care of, as an additional security to the protes- 
tant succession. - | 

But his removing out of France, and being 
permitted to reside in Lorrain, was not only a 
great surprise to all the nation, but was recety= 
ed with such just-indignation, that the parlia- 
ment addressed the queen, upon this occasion, 
That she would insist upon ‘his removal from 


‘| Lorrain, that residence being equally or more 


dangerous to Great Britain, than his abode in 
France. Her majesty’s Answer, That she 
would repéat her iustances, oecasioned in the. 
House of. Lords a becoming resentment, that 
the duke of Lorrain should presume to receive 


and entertain the pretender to her majesty’s. 


crown, in defiance of her majesty’s application 
to the contrary. But it will now appear in 


what mauner the removal of the pretender out. 
| of France was transacted and settled, and that 


his residing in Lorrain was not only with the 


approbation, but even by the direction and ap- 


pointment of the at a ministry. Mr. St. 
John, in his letter to M. de Torcy,: of. the 24th 
of May, 1712, O. S. when he sent him over the 
conditions-upon which her. majesty would make 
those impertant and decisive declarations to 
parliament, concludes that letter with saying, 
“He hopes, that, with the general repose we 
shall see revived in a few weeks, a good under- 
standing between two natiens, which may he- 
come to each other the most useful frierids, for 
the same reasons they have been the most for- 
midable, enemies... The queen commands me to 


tell you, that she hopes. when you send an An- 
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inserted in. 


oa 


swer to this letter, we shall have an accoung 


that the chevalier had begun his journey.” 


o~ ~~ 


~ In answer to this, M, de Torcy says to my | 


' 


_ who is willing to’ receive him, for fear of dis- 


_ "writes a public letter, in answer to the several 


_ “T bave the honour to send you a letter, under 
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lord Bolingbroke, “ You may assure the queen 
that the chevalier is ready to depart at a mo- 
ment’s warning, if he did but know where he 
was to go, and in what place he might be in 
‘safety. I own tu you, that I know no prince 


pleasing the queen, or other powers ; it will be 
absolutely necessary, that thereshould be some 
explanation upon this subject, which I desire 
you to make to me by the abbot Gaultier, 
if you do not judge it proper to de it yourself.” 

Mr. St. Joho, on the 6th of Jane, 1712, O. S. 


pene contained in M. dé Torcy’s last letter ; 
ut in that letter takes no notice at all of the 
chevalier. | | 
| But theday after, June the 7th, 1712, he 
writes a private letter, ashe calls it himself, to 
-M. de Torcy, and concludes it with saying, 
“ The abbot Gualtier will write to you upon the 
subject of the chevalier.” | 
'- The Committee observe, there are two copies 
of this private letter, one delivered by my 
lord Bolingbroke, the other entered in lord 
Strafford’s book : and in the copy of this letter 
given in by lord Bolingbroke, this passage, 
4* That abbot Gaultier shall write about the 
chevalier,” is omitted hy his lordship. 
- On the 22d: of June, 1712, N. S. M. de 


. Torcy writes two letters to my lord Bolingbroke. | 


Io the public letter nothing is said of the pre- 
tener ; the private letter concludes with saying 


_ the king’s hand, for her Britannic majesty; and 
*Irefer you to what the. abbot Gaultier shall 
say to you, about the departure of the che- 
valier.” : j 
On the 21st of August, 1712, lord Boling- 
broke being then in France, to give the finish- 
ing stroke to all matters of consequence that 
_ were undetermined, in his dispatch to the earl 
of Dartmouth, giving an account of his pro- 
ceedings at the court of France, says, the che- 
valier has fixed his departure for the first of 
next month, N.S, They propose that he 
shall retire to Bar; ‘and they intend to write 
to the duke of Lorrain to ask of the emperor, 
and other princes, a security for his person du- 
ring his residence in that place. ‘s 
But on the 28th of December, 1712, N. S. 


‘it appears that the chevalier was still in France, | 


wpon which account Mr. Prior writes thus 
to my’ lord Bolingbroke. Another point 


_ upon which this court is very solicitous, is, that 


the chevalier remaining ia any town of France 
obstructs the signing the peace: yet he cannot 
go to Lorrain till the emperor’s passports will 


secure him there. Your lordship, by the pe-. 


Tusal of the papers, will see the state of that 


case; and I have only to add upon this sub- | 
ject, that the court of France expresses an. 
impossibility on their side, to do mere than 
they have done, and hopes,we sheuld have. 
interest enough with the emperor, to. obtain: 


such passports fromm him, as may: secure, as 
well the person who is to go into Lorrain, as 
_ Abe duke of Lorrain, who is‘to-receive him. 
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Mr. Prior on the 29th, writes to the same 
effect to my lord treasurer, and says, “ the 
monarch is a good deal troubled: upon this 
head, lest the young man should fall into the 


‘hands of tbe Hussars.or Barbarians, And M: 


de Aumont has, I presyme, orders to speak to 
our nunistry upon it. > 

“ As to the dowry, I shall not only be dun- 
ned to death, but hanged; for the dowager 
sends messengers to me, which you in Englaud 
do not think it extremely lawful to receive ; 
butif itis to be paid, pray let. it be done in 
an handsome manner, that may shew the cha- 
rity of the queen, and the generosity of her 
lord treasurer.” | ae 
. The papers referred to in Mr. Prior’s letter, 
contain an account of. what the duke of Lor- 
rain had done, at the desire of the king of 
France, to obtain from the allies the necessary 
safeguards for the chevalier. He says tbat un- 
derstanding that the queen of Great Britain - 
had already granted her safeguard or protection 
to the chevalier de St. George, he believed 
they had no more to do, but to apply to the 
emperor, and to the States General... 

By this account it is evident, that abbot 
Gualtier was the person entrusted to manage 
the affairs of the pretender, with whom such 
practices were verbally to be transacted as our 
ministry did not‘ think proper to commit to 
writing. It appears, that the place to which. 
he was to go, because nobody would receive 
him at the hazard of the queen’s displeasure, 
and where he might remain in safety, was to be 

rescribed from England: that this was not 
aed and determined till lord Bolingbroke 
went into France, And if his lordsbip’s in- 
Structions are considered, it will be hard to 
find inthem any thing of that importance and 
secrecy, as to requre his going 10 person to set- 
tle it. His lordship gives an account from 
thence, that the pretender was to go to Bar; 
and this is acquiesced in here without the least 
objection made. The ministry are told by Mr. 
Prior, that the court of France hopes by our 
interests such passports would be procured -as 
might secure his person: and in the paper 
sent to France from the dake of Lorrain, it is 
asserted, that the queen of Great Britain had 
already granted her protection to the pretender. 
_ But November the 6th, 1713, lord Boling- 
broke writes to’ Mr. Prior, and says, * Her 
majesty having repeated to the duke of Lor- 
rain the instances which you know have been 
so often made to the most christian king, for 
removing of the pretender to her crown out of 
his dominions, Iam directed to acquaint you 
therewith, that you may: speak to the minister 
‘of Lorrain, and to any other minister whom 
you shall think proper, and Jet them know it is 
absolutely inconsistent with the amity and 
good correspondence that is between the queen 
and their masters, to receive into their domini- 
ons, pr to protect a person, whe disputes her 
majesty’s most: undoubted title, and. thereby 
exdcavaurs to disterb the peace and quiet of 
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them that this is the‘ collective sense of the 
whole nation, as well as the queen’s command 
to you, I herewith send you the addresses of 
both Houses of Parliament. . 

This can be-’understood. ‘as: no more than a 
‘bare compliance with the addresses of parlia- 
ment. And to shew how little resentment and 
indignation was conceived against the duke of 
Lorrain for this indignity offered to ber majesty, 
the Committee hare thought fit to transcribe 


9 letter that was wrote by lord Bolingbroke to’ 


Mr. Prior, within four days after his last 
mentioned letter upon the subject of the pre- 
tender. — 

«< This letter,” says lord Bolingbroke to Mr. 
Prior, “ will bedelivered to you by the baron 
ge Forstner, who has been twice at our court 
with the character of envoy from the duke of 
Lorrajn, and who is extremely well with your 
friends on this side of the water, that I make 
wo doubt but that he will be a welcome ac- 


quaintance to you. I must at the same time. 


recommend the interest of the duke.of Lorrain 
his master to your care. You know, Sir, how 
little that prince has yét felt the good effects of 
. what was stipulated for him at Ryswick. You 
know, Sir, how justly he pretends’ to an equi- 
- valent from this emperor for the Montserrat, 
which was given away from him to the king of 

Sicily. Ina word, you are enough apprised of 
his wants, of his expectations, and of her ma- 
jesty’s earnest desire, if by any means she can, 
to contribute to the ease, and to the advantage 
ofa prince, who observes much better usage 
than he has on many occasions met with.” 

. There are several other letters that were 
' wrote after the address of parliament tu press 
-the removing of the pretender from Lorrain ; 

but after what has been said, it is needless to 

observe what little effect. .was to be expected 

from such representations made in the several 
courts of: Europe, which were known to be 
contradictory to the sense and intention of the 
court of Great Britain. And if any. further 
demonstration was wanting td shew their true 
spirit. and inclination, it may be observed that 
the. addresses in parliament were made. in 

July, 1713: and the first. letter that Jord Bo- 
lingbroke wrote, in pursuance of those addresses 
was the 6th of November, which was four 
months after the addresses were presented to 
the queen. el 
. The Committee think it not improper to in- 


ert here an extract ofa memorial touching the- 


demolition of the sluices .of Qunkirk, delivered 
by M. de Torcy to lord Bolingbroke at Paris, 
in August, 1712. a , 

. Ivis not our business now ‘to examine whe- 
ther the queen of England, and the Engtish na- 
 lition of the fortifications, and the filling up the 
harbour of Donkirk : that. is- a thing resolved 
and agreed apon. It may perhaps come to 
passin the course of this affair, for reasons 
easily to.be forseén. That England shall re- 
pent having demanded the demolition of a 


- place,.and the destruction of an harbour, which 


a 
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tion, were in the right to demand the demo-. 


f 


might be of great use in conjanctures which 
perhaps are not very remote.” . 
_ Your Committee do not take upon them ‘to 
explain what. conjuncture France had in view, 
and which they thought not very remote, when 
Dunkirk might be of particular service; bat 
think it proper to conclude this part‘of the re- 

ort with observing, that the. pretender did, 
immediately apon the demise of the late queen, 
publish a declaration, which the duke of Loryaia 
bas acknowledged in his letter of the 6th of 
December, 1714, that he received from the 
pretender himself ; wherein is this remarkable 
passage: ‘ Yet contrary to our expectations 
upon the death of the princess our sister (of 
whose good intentions towards us, we could not 
for some time past well doubt; and this was 
the reason we then sat still, expecting the good 
effects thereof, which were unfortunately pre- 
vented by her deplorable death) we found 
that our people, instead of taking this favaura- 
ble opportunity of retrieving the honour and 
true interest of their country, by doing us and 
themselves justice, had immediately proclaimed 
for their king a foreign prince, to our prejudice, 
contrary to the fundamental and incontestable 
laws of hereditary right, which their pretended 
acts of settlement can never abrogate.” 

The Committee observing in the eleventh 
volume referred to them, a Letter from the earl 
of Oxford and Mortimer, then lord high trea- 
surer of Great Britain, to the queen, dated 
June 9,1714.; together with an account of 
public affairs, from August 8, 1710, to June 8, 
17 14, all written with bis own hand, and sent 
to the queen with the letter ; and finding therein 
manyjpassages, in their opinion, highly deserving 


the consideration of this House, have thought - 


it necessary to insert the same here at large and 
are as follow :. | 


Lord OXFORD'S LETTER to the Qurzn. 
June9, 1714. 


“ May it please your Majesty ; I presume 
in obedience to your royal commands, to lay 
before your majesty a state of your affairs. 
Though I have very much cuntracted it from 
the draught I made, and the vouchers from 


whence it is taken: yet I find it swell under - 
my pen in transcribing, being willing to put — 


every thing before your majesty in the clearest 
light my poor understanding can attain to. It 
was necessary to lay it before your majesty in 


the series of time, from the beginning to this . 


resent time; and when that: is compleatly 
aid before you, it remains only for me to beg 
God to direet your majesty. : | . 
‘“‘ And as -to myself, do with me what you 
please, place me either as a figure or a cypher, 


displace me, or replace me, as that best serves — 


your majesty’s occasions, you shall ever find. me, 
with utmost devotion, .and without any reserve, 


Madam, Your most dutiful, most faithful, most 


humble, most obedient subject, and unworthy 
servaty 
: ace . ©’ Oxronn.” 


[xe | 


‘ 


sentation. 
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A brief ACCOUNT of public Arrarrs since 
_ August 8th, 1710, to this present 8th of 
June, 1714. To which is added, the State 
of Affairs abroad, as they relate to this king- 
dom ; with some humble proposals for se- 

_ curing the future tranquillity of her Ma- 
jesty’s reign, and the safety of her kingdoms. 


’ Her majesty en the 8th of August, 1710, was 
, pleased to alter her treasury, and two days after, 
in a new conmission, Robert Harley, by her 
majesty’s great favour, was made chancellor of 
the exchequer. - - 
- The state of affairs at home and abroad are 
fresh in every one’s memory. 

The condition of the treasury at that time 
was laid before her majesty in a large repre- 


- [beg leave to touch some few heads. The 
army was in the field ; no money in the trea- 
sury; none of the remitters would contract 
again; the bank had refused to lend 100,000/. 
to lord Gado!phin on very good security ; the 
navy, and other branches of service, 11,000,000/. 
in debt, which enhanced the price of every 
think proportionably ; the civil list in debt 
about 600,000/., and the yearly income too 
little. for the current certain expence, by the 
lowest computation 124,495/. s. 4d. 
Ina few days this new commission made 
provision for paying the army by the greatest. 
remittance that had ever been known ; though | 
the opposition from every oftice which was full 
of persons who were enemies to the change 
made by the queen, was very strong, and very 
troublesome and vexatious; and such was the 
situation of affairs, that nothing but great pa- 
tience could ever have overcome these difficul- 
ties ! it being impossible as well as unadvisable 
‘to make removes, but by degrees. . 

As soon-as it was possible, (and notwith- 
standing the clamours then raised, it was the 
only proper time) a new parliament is called. 

Its first meeting was November 27, 1710. 
Robert Harley had prepared the funds ready 
(before.the parliament met, as he had done 
every session to this day) not only for the 
current service of the year, both by sea and 
and, but also for easing the nation of above 
nine millions of debt. .This was thought so 
chimerical when Robert Harley did begin to 
open it, that it was treated with ridicule, until 
he shewed how practicable it was. It is true, 
this gave great reputation abroad, and enabled 
to treat advantageously of a peace: It raised 
sinking credit at home, but at the same time as 
it drew envy upon Harley from some, and the 
rage of otheys ;_ so it gave offence to some of 
_ his fellow servants, who told him plainly that 
he ought to have told his seoret, and if he would 
not get fhoney himself, he ought to have let his 
friends share 100,000/., which would not have 
been felt or found out in so vast a sum as 9 or 
10,000,000. | 

‘To this principle was owing the setting on 
foot at this time, the unhappy voyage to Ca- 
nada; to all which meetings Harley avoided 
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coming, and gave lord Rochester his reasons ; 
and after he desired his lordship to be a means 
to the queen to hinder that expedition’; but it 
happened to be too late. But lady Masham — 
knows how much Harley was concerned at it, 
though be did not know the true spring of that 
voyage, which will apear after in this paper. 

The beginning of February 1710-11, there 
began'to be adivision amongst those called 
Tories in the House, and Mr. Secretary St. Jobn 
thought it convenient to be listing a separate 
party for himself. : - 4 

To prevent this lord Rochester and Harley 
desired to have a meeting, and to cool suc 
rash attempts ; and it was contrived Mr. Se- 
cretary St. John should invite us to dinner, 
(which was the last time he ever invited Robert 
Harley, being now above three years,) where 
was the duke of Shrewsbury, Earl Poulet, Jord 
Rochester, and others; and Jord Rochester 
took the pains to calm the spirit of division and 
ambition. : : . 

Harley was at this time seized by a ‘violent 
fever, and on his first coming abroad, March 
8, met with a misfortune which confined him 
many weeks, The transactions during thet 
time are too public, as well as too black, for 
Harley to remember or to mention. oe 

In the end of May, 1711, the queen, out of. 
her abounded goodness, was pleased to confer 
undeserved honours on Robert Harley; and 
on the 29th of the same month, was pleased to. — 
put the treasurer’s staff into his hands : A post 
so much abave Harley’s abilities to struggle 
with, that he had nothing but integrity and duty. 
to recommend him to her majesty’s choice ; 
so he must-have receurse to her majesty’s 
transcendent goodness and mercy to pardon all 
his faults and failings, both of omission and 
commission,’ during the whole course of his 
service. - : 

- But to return and resume the thread of this 
discourse. The 4th June 1711. Three days after 
the treasurer was sworn, he was surprised with 
a demand of 28,036/. 5s, for arms and mer- 
chandize, said to be sent toCanada. When 
the treasurer scrupled this, Mr. Secretary St. 
John, and Mr. Moor came to him with much 
passion upon this affair; and about a fortnight 
after, the secretary of state signified the queen’s 
positive pleasure to have that money paid ; and 
accordingly her majesty signed a warrant June’ 
21st: and the treasurer not being able then, 
with all his precaution, to discover further light, 
the money was paid July 4, 1711. - 

Since the return from that expedition, the: 
secret is diseuvered, and the treasurer’s -sus- 
picion justified: For the public was cheated of 
above 20,0002. ’ 

There is reason to be mpreparticular upon 
this head, because it is one of the things never 
to be forgiven the treasurer; and lord chan- 
cellortold him more to that purpose ; that they 
told him no government was worth serving, that 
would ~ let them make those advantages, 
andgetsuchjobs.. © 

. One thing more is craved leave to be added, - 


«mons from examining this affair last parliament. 


- 


- other states and princes who gained by the war. 
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That the ‘treastrer was forced to use all-his 
skill and credit to keep the House of Com- 


June the 12th 1712. 
parliament ended. . 
From this time, to the beginning of the next 
session, the treasurer's hands were full of ne- 
gotiating the Peace in all courts abroad ; and 
besides theerdinary and necessary daty of his 
office at home, he had frequent occasion of 
calming the quarrels and grudges Mr. Secretary 
had sometimes against lord Dartmouth, some- 
times against lady Masham, and sometimes 
agaipst the. treasurer himself. 
The second session of the last 
began Decemnber the 7th, 1711. 
This wasattended with great difficulties and 
dangers, as well from the practices.of the dis- 
contented here, as the designs carried on by 
Mr. Buys, prince Eugene, ‘and Bothmar ; in. 
which designs concurred the emperor, and 


The first session of last 


parliament 


This put her majesty under a sort of neces- 


sity to preserve the whole, and to take a. 


methed which had. been used before, to create 
some new peers. a | 
_So many having been brought formerly out 
of the House of Commons of those who used 
to manage public affairs, it was proposed to 
Mr. Secretary, That if he would be contented 
to stay in the House of Commons that session, 
her majesty would have theJgoodness to create 
him a peer, and that he should not lose his rank. 
The second session ended the .2ist of June, 
1712 ; and notwithstanding Bothmar’s memo- 
rial, and all other attacks Loth from abroad 
aod at home, supplies were provided, and 
every thing relating to the public .put upon a 
good foot; and the malecontents began to 
despair, as appeared by the duke of Marl- 
borough retiring abroad, and other particulars. 
After the.session was ended, the queen, as 
she had promised, ordered a warrant for Mr. 
Secretary St. John to bea viscount ; this hap- 
pened tu put him in the utmost rage against 
the treasurer, lady Masham, and without 
sparing the greatest. It did avail very little to 
tell him how much he had got in_ place ;' for 
had he been created with the other lards, it 
would have fallen to his share to come next 
after lord Trevor ; but the treasurer with great 
patience bore all the storm, of which lord 
Masham was often a witness of the out- 
rageous speeches; and Mr. Moore very lately 
told the treasurer, that lord Bolingbroke said 
very lately to him, that he owed him a revenge 
upon that head. = 
This, discontent cotitiaued, until. there hap- 
pened an opportunity of sending him to France; 
of which there was not much occasion : but it 
was hoped, that this would have put him in 
good humaur ; which it did, until in October 
1712, there were knights of the garter made. 
This created .a new disturbance, which is too 
well remembered, and breaks out now very 
often in outrageous expressions publicly against 
ali then made. . = ; 
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. --In November, on the death of duke Hamil-. 
ton, he was much against duke Shrewsbury’s’ 
going, for reasons very plain, which were then. 


in negotiation ; for before the last session of that 
parliament began, a new model was framed,.or. 
a scheme of ministry ; which how they after- 
wards came to fall out, will appear-iu its due 
place. ; ; ee 
The Srd and last session begati April-the 
9th, 1713; which was.as soon as the. peace was. 
concluded, and could be proclaimed. ee 

Itis not decent to take notice, That during: 
this whole negotiation, the treasurer was: 
obliged by his own hand, and his own charge, - 
to correspond in all the courts concerned in 
the negotiation ; and very often he had the ~ 
good luck to set right several mistakes, and to. 
obtain some things very little expected ; but. 
the only merit of this belongs to her majesty, 
the credit of whose favour prought it about, 
and gave power to the treasurer to.act with 
success. . : e,2 ‘2% es 

During this session, the lords of the cabiner, | 
and. others, met every Saturday at the trea-. 
surer’s, in order to carry. on the queen’s busi-~ 
ness, as they had. done the year before ow 
Thursdays. Many offers were made, and re= 
peated. by the treasurer, in order to attack 
former offenders, and quiet the minds of the 
gentlemen, and of the church party; and the 
only reason for this failing, was, because of the 
project laid for their new scheme, and putting 
themselves.at the head, as they called it, of the 
church party. ; ge 1 
. This béing the last session of parliament, and 
some gentlemen fearing their elections, and 
some fer other reasons, dropt the bill of com- 
merce. we 

The treasurer saw this opportunity, and im- 
mediately took it, and prevailed with sir Tho- 
mas Hanmer, and others, to come into the 
payment of the civil list debts, incurred before 
the change of the treasury, though the present 
treasurer was railed at, and. maligned ; which 
he chose to bear patiently, rather than own the 
true reason, that there was no money to do it 
with, which would have ruined all at once. 

This step of paying the debts, put the male- 
contented into the utmost rage, which they did 
very publicly express in-both Houses. -- a 
_ This last session of that parliament, and the . 
third since the change ef the ministry, ended 
July the 16th, 1713. Sine init 

‘The peace with France being over, and it 
yrowing necessary to put her majesty’s affairs . 
into a further and more settled regulation, and 
to ease the treasurer of the burthen, as well as 
envy, of sucha bulk of business ; her majesty 
was pleased to approve of the scheme of the 
duke of Ormond’s staying here to attend the. 
army affairs, which ‘was necessary at the time - 
of disbanding; duke Shrewsbury to go to 
Ireland, upon his return trom France ; lord 
Findlater to be chancellor of Scotland; - 
lord Mar, tiird secretary; lord Dartmouth . — 
privy seal, and Mr. Bromley secretary of state, 


N 


and sie Williaua Wyndham Chancellor of the 


t 
i 
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Exchequer. I am sure the queen very well re- ) | This paper contains the neglect above-mnen- 


miembers the rage this caused, as perfectly de- 
feating their scheme, and shewing that. her ma- 
jestv would put her affairs on a solid foot ; the 


losd chancellor said it was against law, and to |. 
this day will not treat lord . Findlater with de- 


cency; and lord Mar has met with many ill 

treatments as well as Mr. Secretary Bromley. 

- But that the treasurer might leave them with- 
out excuse, and make her majesty’s affairs, if 
possible, easy with and to those in her service : 
as soon as he was recovered enough to write, 
he wrote a large letter to lord Bolingbroke, 
containing his scheme of the queen’s affairs, 
and what was necessary for lord Bolingbroke 
to do, as belonging only to bis province. This 
letter was dated July the 25th, 1713, and was 
answered July the 27th, by lord Bolingbroke ; 
the copy was shewn to lady Masham, who 
came to visit the treasurer then confined to his 

‘chamber; and she then thought it was a very 
good one, and what was proper for the occa- 

ston. I believe the whole would be of use to 
give light to her majesty into the ground and 
foundation of the follies and sadness which 
have since appeared ; the whole is ready for 
her majesty’s perusal when she pleases. 

' In this letter the treasurer gives an account to 
lord Bolingbroke of the occasions, or rather the 
pretences, for giving disturbance to the queen’s 
servants. He proposes the remedy, and what 
was requisite to be done by him as secretary 
in his opvo province, and also assurance of the 
treasurer’s assistance to the utmost, and of bis 
desire to consult with him (lord Bolingbroke) 
how to-unite the rest of our friends. 

Being then sick, the treasurer took the liberty 
to put lord Bolingbroke in mind of the several 
particulars which then required dispatch, and. 
were solely belonging to his province, without 

_any other interposition than that of taking your 

‘ majesty’s direction. : 

Amongst others, that of a circular letter upon 
the addresses of both Houses relating to the 
pretender. | 

This was not dune in three months. His 
lordsbip.wrote word it was done July the 97th. 

. In the same letter the treasurer proposed, 

that (according to the treaty of peace) care 
should be taken of the following. particulars, 
viz. Newfoundland, Hudson’s-bay, Acadia, St 

Christophers, Assiento, and other things con- 

_ tained in the treaties of commerce. 

-:' These particulars the treasurer thought to 
have been executed, until within a few weeks 
he heard the contrary by accident, and that 
~ the time in the several treaties was elapsed. 

Upon this, the treasurer, on Weduesday, June 
the 2d, told Mr. Moor of. this, and that every 
body would be liable to blame who are in the 

‘queen’s service. Thursday, June the 3d, 1714, 
lord Bolingbroke writes to the treasurer a letter 
which begins thus. 

Mr. Moor has been this morning with me, 
and has put into my hands. paper, which he 
calls, I think, not improperly, a charge upon 
m4, ‘ = . ‘ St 


tioned in the treasurer’s letter of July the 25th, 
1713, eleven months before; and yet. these 
faults are now charged upon the treasurer. 


The Committee cannot but observe, that his 
lordship has here taken to himself the credit of 


corresponding by his own hand, and his own 


charge, in all the courts concerned in the pre- 
sent negotiations, and.that very often he has had 
the guod luck to set right several nustakes, and 
to obtain some things very little expected. That 
he boasted of his laying hold of a seasonable 
opportunity in parhament, upon rejecting the 
bill of commerce, to prevail with members of 
that House of Commons to come into the 
payment of the Civil List Debts: and has also 
charged several persons, then in high stations in 
her majesty’s service, with corruption and im- 
bezzlement of the public money ; and presumed 
to recommend himself to her majesty, by having 
nsed all his skill and credit to keep the House 


of Commons from examining into the same. 


And your Committee having received informa- 
tion, that large sums of money had been directe 
ed for special services relating to the war, by 
signs manual and warrants upon the same, 
countersigned by his lordship, which sums were 
afterwards paid to his lordship’s order; your 
Committee thought it incumbent upon them to 


‘lay before the House, copies of the said signs 


manual, and warrants, and orders thereupon, 
together with extracts from the register of 
the exchequer; whereby it will appear, that 
these large sums, issued for the service of the 
war, were received and applied to his lordship’s 
private use. 

Your Committee in drawing up and forming 
this Report, having observed several transactions, 
orders, and directions, given by the ministers in 
the queen’s name, which are in no manner 
agreeable to her majesty’s sentiments and in- 
tentions, as expressed in her several messages to 
parliament, and speeches from the throne, con- 
cerning the terms of peace which she was 
pleased to. communicate to both Houses; 
thought it their duty to enter into a particular 
examination of this matter, and to compare her 
majesty’s declarations with the measures that 
ber ministers presumed to take in carrying on 
these important negotiations. —. 

The first time. that the queen made any 
mention of the peace to the parliament, was on 
December 11, 1711, at which time nothing had 
been concluded between England and France, 
but the special preliminaries that were signed 


‘by the earl of Dartmouth, and Mr, St. John, 


on the part of England, and M. Mesnager on 
the part of France, Sept. 27th, 1711, and the 
general preliminaries signed by M. Mesnager 
only, which were sent. over by the earl of 
Strafford, as the foundation ofa general peace. 
After these preliminaries were signed, Mr. St. 
John had pressed M. de Torcy, that the king of 
France would explain himself with regard to 
the allies; begs that the queen may have some 


~ 


evil) 


- | \ 


particular interest of the allies, and concludes 
with saying, If the Sieur Gaultier returns with 
these marks of confidence, you will see our par- 
liament as much inclined to peace as ever it 
was to war. ; 

Such explications as the king of France 
thought fit to make, are contained in the answer 
to the memorial brought by M. Gaultier, Nov. 


- 48, 1711, inserted in the Appendix. Upon 


which her majesty, at the opening of that ses- 


sion, in laying before the parliament the state. 


of the treaty then on foot, according to the Ad- 


_ vice and Representation made to her by her 


ministers, said, ‘ That votwithstanding the arts 
of those who delight in war, both place and 
time are appointed for opening the treaty of a 
general peace. Qurallies, especially the States 
general, whose interest I look upon as insepa- 
rable from my own, have, by their ready con- 
currence, expressed their confidence in me.” 
The queen thought the States had readily 
concurred: with her; but it must be remem- 
bered, that the States had in the strongest 
manner represented against the propositions 
signed by M. Mesnaver, as two general and 
uncertain, not being a sufficient foundation 
. upon which a negotiation might be hazarded ; 
they dreaded the fatal consequences of open- 
ing the general conferences, before the articles 
offered by France were made specific, and be- 
fore they knew what they were to trust to fer 
their own barrier and their commerce. These 
representations were made in Holland to the 


_ earl-of Strafford; and Mr. Buys was sent over 


into England to enforce them here. 
But instead of acquainting the queen with 
these representations, or acting according to 
her majesty’s sentiments, Mr. St. John, Oct. 
9th, declares, “ Certain it is, that her majesty 
is so far determined in her measures, that those 
will deceive themselves who may imagine b 

delay tu break them.” And Oct. 29th, ‘“ The 
queen remains firm in her first resolution, of 
causing the conferences to be opened upon the 
articles signed by M. Mesnager.” And Nov. 
2d, ‘* The queen will not finally concert a plan 
for the prosecution of the war with the States, 
until they join with her in agreeing to open the 
conferences of peace.” And Nov. 15th, lord 
Strafford says, he had now told them- her ma- 
jesty’s order to him was to declare, that she 
should look upon any delay as a refusal to com- 
ply with her propositions. By these threats 
and extraordinary measures, the States are 
compelled by the queen’s ministers, to consent 


- to-open the conferences:.when at the same 


time her mujesty was persuaded, that they ‘rea- 
dily concurred in what had been proposed to 
“them. Her majesty declares, she looks upon 


'- the intercst of. the States general to be iuse- 


parable from herown. Mr. St. John declares, 


That Britain had gone so much too far in’ 


weaving her interest into that of the conti- 

nent, that it would prove no easy task to dis- 

entangle them without tearing and rending. 

_ The queen says further, (The princes and 
“Vou, VU. 
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explication of his intentioris in respect to the’ 
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‘States which have been engaged with us in 
‘this war, being -by treaties intitled to have 
‘their several interests secured at a peace, I 


‘ will not only do my utmost to procure every. 
y y p ha 


- one of them all reasonable satisfaction, but [ 
‘ shall alsaunite with them in the strictest en- 
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‘gagements for continuing ‘the alliance in - 


‘ order to render the general peace secure and 
‘jasting.’? And in her message of the 17th 
January following, - ber majesty open erp 
‘the careshe intended to take of all her allies, 


‘ and the strict union in which she proposed to- 


‘join with them.’ — | 

By these declarations it appears, her majes- 
ty’s own resolation was to unite with the allies 
in the strictest engagements, But her minis- 


ters had taken upon them, jn the private pro- | 


positions sent over by Mr. Prior, to insert an 
article, that the secret should be inviolabl 

kept between England and France, till allowed 
to be divulged by the consent of both parties, 
And although France, in the first propositions 
sent over by M. de Torcy, had offered to treat 
with England and Holland, either separately. 
or jointly with the rest of the allies, atthe choice 


of England, the queen’s ministers excluded the _ 


allies, and inthe conference held with M. Mes~ 
negar, they are much surprised to find that he 


had orders to insist, that the queen should 


enter into particular engagements, upon divers 
articles, which depend not upon her, and which 
regard the interest of the allies: And they /in- 


sist that it was ubsolutely necessary to remit. 
the discussion of the particular .interests of the ° 


allies to general conferences. And when Mr. 
St. John was pressing M. de Torcy to give them 
some explications of what was designed for the 


f 


allies, he assures him, “ Ifthe king would offer . 


a plan of specific preliminaries, the queen will 
never communicate it to her allies.” And upon 
another occasion, he declares ‘ this negociation 
‘was begun and carried on, upon a supposition 


’ pos 


that the queén must desist from many conditions . 


which in rigour she was: obliged to procure for 
her allies,’ ae 

In ,the message of the 17th of January the 
queen declares, ‘ Her plenipotentiaries had 
‘begun, in pursuance of their instructions, to 
‘concert the most proper ways of procuring 
‘ just satisfaction to all in alliance with her, ac- 


‘cording to their treaties, and particularly | 


‘ with relation to Spain and the Indies?’ And 
her majesty had said before, in answer to an 
Address from the House of Lords, presented. 


11th December, 1711, ‘ I should be sorry any | 


‘one. could think I would not do my utmost 
‘to recover Spain and the Indies from the house 
‘ of Bourbon. ; 

Your committee cannot make the least doubt 
but her majesty was determined to recaver 
Spain from the house of Bourbon. But that 
her ministers had no such thoughts, and did 
not in the least endeavour it, appears in every 
part of the negociation. In-the first propositions 
sent over by Mr, Prior, demands are made of 
the king of France, to be «performed “by the 


king of Spain, which the king of France was te — 


(G@) | : 


» 
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engage for. And as appears by an entry in 
lord Strafford’s book, Mr. Prior Lad orders to 


. see if they had full powers from Spain. In the’ 
special preliminaries, an aeceptation whereof: 
was signed by the earl of Dartmouth, and Mr. 

, St. John, September 27th, 1711, itis said ex- 


_ pressly, the king promises, in the name of the 


' King of Spain bis grandson, and according te the’ 


powers which his majesty has received from 
that prince, that Port Mahan and Gibraltar 
shall remain to the English. These steps had 


been taken by. the queen’s ministers, even be- 


fore her Majesty had made these declarations ; 
which the committee cannot therefore but con- 


- Glude her majesty was not informed of. And: 


although the queen’s. plenipotentiaries were 
obliged by their instructions to iosist, that 
Spain and the West Indies should not be allotted 
_to any branch of the House of Bourbon ; when 
_ the plenipotentiaries of France, on the 11th 
February, 1711-12, gave in. their specific ex- 
aoe of the general preliminaries, signed 
by Mr. Mesnagar, the king of France made 
“his first offers in the-name, and by virtue of 
powers from his grandson king Philip, as king 
of Spain. On 4th March, 1711-12, at ameet- 
ang of the ministers of the allies at Utrecht, 
where they were to communicate to each other 
their respective demands; count Zinzendorff 


insisted, that the restitution of the whole Spanish 


monarchy should he expressly. mentioned : 
upon which occasion it appears, by a letter 
_ from the English ministers of the 6th March, 
that they were the only ministers that did not 
make any mention at all of Spain, and that 
they were sensible of the disadvantageous con- 


_ sequences of being so; but being desirous to 


take off this odium, they make a general de- 
glaration concerning the just and seasonable 
satisfaction for the queen’s allies, ia conformity 
to their alliances; and humbly hope what was 
said will not be foynd contrary to what has heen 
hitherto declared. ~ 

All the attempt that. the queen’s ministers 


- ever made towards obtaining this great point, 


which, her majesty declares, she should be 
‘Sorry any one could think .she did not do her 
utmost to procure, was to demand assurances 
that the crowns of France and Spain should 
. Hever be united. The method of: preventing 
this union was never mentioned by the queen's 
ministers in order to be treated of, vor the 
sense of France and Spain ever asked upon it 
till the latter,end of March, 1712: 
. 4n this message her majesty further adds, 
‘ The world will now see how groundless those 
“reports are which have been spread abroad 
“by men of evil intentions to serve the worst 
“ designs, as ifa separate peace had been treated, 
* for which there has not been the least. colour 
‘ given.’ ; ae 7 
In this declaration, her majesty is advised 
by her ‘ministers, in order to clear them from 
the just suspicions which all the world had con- 
ceived of the separate measures - they were en- 
gaged in, not only to declare there had not-been 
the least colour given for sueb jealousies, but 
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to brand all that entertain such apprehensions, : 
with the character of men of evil ‘intentions, 
that had the worst designs to serve. But that . 


‘Most just cause had been given for these reports. 


is sufficiently evident from what was just now’ 


observed. The ministry had insisted that the 


secret should be inyivlably kept between Eng- 
land and France, exclusive of all the allies. A 
separate negociation between England and 
France had been carried on by papers sent 
backward and forward, and much time spent 
therein, as.is said in Jord Strafford’s instruc- 
tions. Mr. Prior had heen sent into Franee, 
and Mr. Mesnegar had been in England, and 
not the least communication was given for five 
mooths together to any of the allies of these 
transactions, which were depending from April 
1711, to September following, from the time 
that the first proposals, signed by M. de Torcy, 
were sent to the States, till the seven general 
preliminaries, signed by Mr. Mesnegar, were 
communicated to them, When these general 
preliminaries were signed, which were sent over 
as a foundation to open the general confesences, _ 
a set of special preliminaries between England 
and France was signed on . both parts, which 
were concealed, publicly disowned, and never. 
appeared till this inquiry ; and all these tran- 
sactions had passed, however disguised to her 
majesty, before the time that her ministers ad- 
vised the queen to impose so grossly upon the 
nation, as:to deelare in parliament, there had 
not been the least colour given for these sur- 
mises. | | 

‘Her majesty is advised here to declare, that 
Lo report that a separate peace had been treat« 
ed, proceeds from evil intentions, and to serve 
the worst designs.. But your committee ob- 
serve, that after this declaration of the queen’s 
her ministers propose to’France, agreed. with 
France, and sent positive and repeated orders 
to the queen’s plenipotentiaries, not only to 
treat, but to conclude a separate peace, with 
Prance. On the 20th June, 1712, Mr. Sry 
John acquaints. M. de Torcy, the queen will 
make no. difficulty to conclude immediately a 


separate peace with France, leaving the allies 
atime wherein they may have liberty to submit 


to such conditions as shall be agreed upon. bee 


‘tween the queen and. the most christian king, 


“In Answer to this M.de Torcy tells Mr. St, 
John, upon condition the queen does imme-. 


diately make.a separate peace, and keep no 
| measures witb herallies, the king has determined 
to send his orders to 


rmit the, ae troops 
to enter into Dunkirk. Ona 12th July, 1712; 
Mr, St. John thinks the queen ina condition 


_Rot&o lose a moment’s time in concluding with © 


the ministers of France. the convention for a 
general suspensiop of arms bath by sea and 
land, and.even the treaty of peace between 
Britein and France. Andon the 4th August, 
1712,.M. de Torcy aequaints Mr. St. John, 
that the king consented te the duke.of Savey’s 
having Sicily upon certain conditions, wherein 
one. express condition is, that a. peace be con- 
cluded between England, France, Spain, and 


N 


, 
| 
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‘to 3 conclusion. and almost all the allies were 
veady,to sign; on the 20th February, 1712-13 
positive orders are sent to the British plenipo- 
tentiaries to eonolude and sign with: France: 
aod onthe 28th lord Bolingbroke repeats his 
Orders to the British plenipotentiaries to con- 
clude and sign with France; and acquaints 
themh, the duke of Shrewsbury had declared, 
‘Fbat thair lordships had orders, in case the 
French complied, as they row have actually 
done, to sign her majesty’s peace with France 
without further delay ; and that his grace had 
also declared, that in this case her majesty 
would open the parliament, by telling them 
that she had made a peace with France: these 
two considerations, bis lordship says, were 
perhaps, the most prevalent inducements to the 
French court to come roundly into her majesty’s 
propositions. | 

Your Committee think they cannot close this 
head better than with repeating a passage from 
ene of lord Bolingbroke’s letters to Mr. Prior, 
wherein he says, “ If such overtures as these 


were not instantly accepted, our separate peace. 


would, sitting this parliament. be addressed 


. for, made, approved, and the'cause of France 


for once become popular in Great Britain.’ 

On the 6th June, 1712, the queen says, I 
am now come to let you know upon what 
terms a general peace may be made. 
_ On the same day, lord Bolingbroke acquaints 
M. de .Torcy, that though the kingof France 
had not answered the queen’s demands ac- 
cording to expectation, the queen would not 
defer going that day to parliament, and making 
all. the declarations that were necessary to 
render the natiun unanimously inclined to the 
peace 5. ° : 

The queen says, ‘ The difficulties had been 
* increased- by other obstructions, artfully con- 
 trived to hinder this great and good: work.’ 
Whereas it is notorious, that the ministers had 


. Feceived bot the day before, the account that 


king Philip had consented to make the renun- 
ciation, upon which account only. the queen’s 
speaking to the parliament had been deferred. 
’. The queen says, ‘I have not omitted any 
‘thing which might procure to all our allies 
“what is‘due to them by treaties; and what is 
‘ necessary for their security.’ ae 3 
Lord Bolingbroke. on the very same day, 
in his letter to M. de ‘Forey, says, “ lord Strafford 
is going back to Utrecht; and the instructions 
he is -to carry will put the’ queen’s plenipoteo- 


tiaries in -a condition to’ keep no longer those |: 


measures to which they have hitherto been 
obliged: to submit ; but from henceforth they 
may openly join with those of France, and 
give law to them who will net submit to just 
gud reasonable conditions.” 


The queen says, ‘ Nothing has moved me |; 


‘from steadily pursuing in the first: place the 
‘ true interest of my own kingdoms.’ . 


% ‘ 


- Lord: Bolingbroke just before, on the-24th of 


-May, bad:proposed to M. de Torcy, that the 
queen being much more intent upon. the’ ge- 
| 4 | 
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neral peace, than any particular advantages, 
comntissaries should be appointed td settled, 
afler the peace, such points relating to trade, 
as required a longer discussion than the present 
crisis would adinic. | | | 
The queen says; ‘ That to prevent the union 
‘ of the two crowns, she would not be content 
‘ with what was speculative, but insisted opon 
‘something solid :’? Although M. de Torcy had 
béfore declared to the queen’s ministers, That 
to accept of this expedient which they pro- 
posed, would be to build upon a sandy foun- 
dation, . ~~ | 
The queen says, ‘ The nature. of the proposal 
‘for @ renunciation issuch, that it execates 
‘itself; and that France and Spain are thereby: 
‘ more effectaally divided than ever.’ But M. 


de Torcy had before assured: the qugen’s minis~_ . 


ters, “ That.this renunciation would be null-and 
void, by the fundamental laws of France;. and 
they would deceive themselves who accepted of 
it as an expedient to prevent the union of the 
two crowns. . | 
‘The queen says, ‘ Provision is miade, that 
‘ thesame privileges and advantages as shall be 
‘granted to any other nation by France, shall 
* be granted in like manner to us.” But it ap+ 
pears by a letter of lord Bolingbroke’s; in Ja. 
nuary following, to the duke of Shrewsbury, 
that France refused to Jet our trade stand upon 
the foot of ‘ gens amicissima;’ declared the 
tariff 1664, which was granted to the Dutch, 
except the four species, was too beneficial 
for us ; and refused-to grant it until another 
tariff should be made in Great Britain exactly 
conformable to that of 1664, whereby our 
duties would be reduced as theirsare in France 
by that tariff, — fea’ 
| As to our commerce with France, the queen 
gays’ here, June the 6th, 1712, ‘ It was in. ame- 
“ thodeof being settled.’ And Mr. Pnor. says 
of it-in May following, near a twelvemonth 
after, “ We had like to have made an .Atha-~ 
nasian business of it at Utrecht, by that explana- 
tion of our own way of ‘understanding cur own 
‘commerce. Their letters to you, full of sur 
‘mises and doubts, that all was unhinged ; and: 


| their letters to us again, that explanations,’ 


‘however made, were only to save appearunces, 
,and signified nothing: this ‘ meslange,’ I say, 
‘and my endeavouring to understand it, had: 
like to make me run mad, if the duke of Shrews~ 
-bury’s extreme good sense, and M. de Torcy’s 
‘not only honest but right understanding, had not 
‘redressed us.” i ant 

The queen says, “ The French consented to 
“ deliver up Newfoundland and Placentia# But 
it must be remembered, that in the prelimina- 
‘ries signed in September preceding, the French 
had reserved to themselves a liberty of taking: 
‘and drying fish in Newfoundland.” - 7 
The queen says; ‘An absolute cession was » 
“to be mate of Nova Scotia or Acadia.’ © But 
icape Breton,:which was always understaod to 
be, and is so declared by the queens instruc 
tions to the duke of Shrewsbury, to be part of 
Nova Scotia, is expressly given up-to France, 


\- 


- contain some unfair, or at least equivocal re- 


a 


citi] 

The queen says, ‘ The trade to Spain .and— 
* the West: Indies may in general be settled, as 
“it was inthe time of the: late king of Spain, 
* Charles the Second.’ But when the project of 
the treaty of commérce came from Madrid, 
lord Bolingbroke says of it, ‘‘ They had sent a 
blind, lame, misshapen, indygested monster, in- 
stead of that fair offspring which we had rea-_ 
son to expect from our candour.” . 

If all the other parts of this speech be 
strictly examined, it will be found that the mi- 
nistry did su grossly deceive the queen, injorder 
Impose upon the parliament by her authority, 
that there is scarce a paragraph that dves not | 


presentation of the state of the negotiations. 
And when the queen was advised by her minis- 
ters to make this communication to parliament, 
as the terms upon which a general peace might 
be made, it is very evident, they had no assu- 
rances that France would make good what 
they prevailed upon the queen to declare‘in so 
solemn and publica manner. For on June the 
11th, the bishep of Bristol is directed by Mr. 
St. John to discourse with the ministers of 
he allies, agreeably to the plan contained in 
er majesty’s speech ; but before his lordship 
makes this step, Mr. St. John tells him, “ It 
will be proper that he speaks first with the 
French plesipotentiaries upon this subject; 
whether they will be willing, and in what man- 
ner they will be willing to give this communi- 
cation to the allies.” In answer to which, the 
bishop of Bristol writes word, June 28th 
that the French plenipotentiaries declared they 
had no such orders, and without them they 
could not do it; And in this refusal of owning 
the queen’s speech, as containing their mas- 
ter’s offers, and in absolutely denying to treat 
upon it, the French plenipotentiaries perse- 
_vered, even after the Dutch had consented to 
{reat upon that plan, and to accept the queen’s 
speech pro materia tractandi. 
{The Committee having proceeded thus far 
in the perusal and examination of tbe books | 
' and papers referred to them, thought it not 
proper to defer this report until they had per- 
fected what remaits, especially upon the affairs 
of Dupkirk and the Assiento: In which they 
have made such. a progress, that they hope 
they shall in a short time be able to lay them 
before the House. ] 


a“ 
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No. 4. 


The Frrsr Propositions of France, dated 
| April.22, 1711. 


As it is nef to be doubted but the king is in’ 
@ condition to maintain the war. with glory, so 
it cannot be esteemed a sign of weakness, that 
his majesty breaks the silence that he has kept 
since the separation of the conferences of 


x 


e 
8 
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Gertruydenberg ; and that before the opening 
of the campaign, he still gives new proofs of 
the desire that he has always preserved to pro~ 
cure the. re-establishment of the repose of 
Europe: But after the experience he has made 
of the sentiments of those who now govera 
the republic of Holland, and of their industry 
to render the negotiations fruitless, he is will 
ing, for the public good, to address to the Eng- 
lish nation the Propositions that he thinks fit 
to make to end the war, and firmly to secure 
the general tranquillity of Christendom. . 
It is with this view, that the king offers to 
treat of peace upon the basis of the. following 
conditions, . ou ak 
1. That the English shal] have real securi- 
ties to exercise their commerce hereatter in 


Spain, to the Indies, and in the ports of the ~ 


Mediterranean. _ < + 

2. The king will agree to form in the Low 
Countries a sufficient harrier forthe security of 
the republic of Holland: and this barrier shall be 
agreeable to England, and to the good liking 
of the English; his majesty promising at the 
same time an intire liberty and security for the 
commerce of the Dutch. ° 

3. Reasonable means shall be sincerely and 
bond fide sought out fur, to satisfy the allies of 
England and Holland. bo aa 

4. Asthe good state of the affairs of the 
king of Spain furnishes new ‘expedients to end 
the difference touching that monarchy, and to 


regulate it to the content of the parues inte- ‘ 


rested, sincere endeavours shall be used to sur 
mount the difficulties raised on this occasion, 
andto secure the state, the commerce, and ge- 
nerally the interests, of all the parties engaged 
In the present war. ; aa 

5. The conferences to treat of the peace 
upon the basis of these conditions shall be im- 
mediately opened; and the plenipotentiaries — 
that the king shall nominate to assist thereat, 
shall treat with those of England and Holland 
alone, or jointly with those of their alles, at 
the choice of England. 

6. His majesty proposes the cities of Aix la 
Chapelle and Liege fur the place where the 
plenipotentiaries shall be assembled, referring 
it to England to chowse one of those two 
cities to treat therein of the general peace. 
Given at Marli the 22ud day of April, 1711. 


De Torcy. 
No. 2. 
Private. Propositions sent by — rom 
England, dated Saturday the 1st of July. 


1711. _ 

That the mar was to be sent over to-morro 
fora final answer. That we would afake no- 
peace but what should be to the satisfaction of 
all our allies ; Thatthe Dutch sbould havea 
barrier, the emperor one for their security, and’ 
the duke of Savoy one; and. that be should: 
have restored all that. was put into his possese 
sion by the emperer; and that rhs French . 
should restore all they -had taken: from bim;: 


xX 


be united. — 


({cvi 
point, in the manner which your majesty some 
time ago resolved to pass it in, provided France| 
gave you satisfactiun upoa the 7th article, as— 
| she has now intirely done. ia 
_ The propositions which are to be sent into 
Holland, as‘the foundation of a general treaty, 
we have likewise received from him, and ‘that 
which was thought the most hable to objection, 
has been very much mended. - My lord trea 
-surer having bowever proposed some further 
alterations, in order. to-make the whole the 
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and shat he should have what ‘other addition 
should be thought proper; and that care 
should be taken to keep the: balance. in Italy 5° 
and that we should have positive assurance that 
the crowns of France and Spain should never 


- That all. our | allies should be satisfied ac- 
cording to their agreements and treaties with us. 
That the trade of Holland should be secured. 


“up, and the people desired to inspire. —Ead. 


. directed the earl of Dartmouth and myself to. 


‘ 8th, relating to ‘North-America ; we find how- 


In Relation to Grzat Brrratn in partioular. 


That our trade and commerce should be 
settled and agreed on sucha foot, as will be 
to the satisfaction of the subjects of Great 
Britain.. _ a | 

That the government should be acknowleged 
in France, as it is now settled in Great Britain. 
. That Gibraltar and Port Mahon should con- 
tinue in the possession they now are in. 

That Dunkirk should be demolished. | 

That the Assiento should be intirely in the 
hands of Great Britain ; and that France, nor 
no other, should pretend to meddle in it, but 


_ Britain enjoy it after the peace as the French 


do now, . 2 

That Newfoundland should be intirely given 
up to the English ; that the trade of Hudson’s 
bay should continue in the hands of the French 
and English, asthey are now. 

- And that all things in America should con- 
tinue in the ‘possession of those they should 
be found to be in at the conclusion of the 
eace. oe eee es 

That all advantages, or liberty of commerce 
that has been or shall be granted to the French 
by the Spaniards, shall be equally granted to 
the subjects of Great Britain. ; 

‘That the secret shall be inviolably kept, till al- 
lowed to be divulged Ly the mutual consent of 
both parties concerned; a 

Pr. wassent to Francethe day of July, 
1711, had a power signed by the queen, and 
ordered to return if they made difficulties, and 
to sce if they had full powers from Spain, 

N. He was met by Bussi, he told at Dover 
be, met one going to France strait from the 
river. Bussi coming without a pass was taken 


> No. 8. 


Larren from Mr. Secretary St. John to the 
Queen, dated Sept. 20th, 1711. 


_ Madam ; The lords of the committee of 
council met this morning at the Cockpit, and 


confer with Mons. Mesnager. 

We saw him accordingly. this evening at Mr. 
Prior’s house, -where my lord treasurer and my 
lord chamberlain were hkewise present. 

He has put. into our hands the answer 
signed by the king vf France to the demands 
last sent over by your majesty’s order, and this 
answer complies with every. article, except the 


ever, that we shall be able to compound this 


more palatable abroad ; and Mons. Mesnager 
seeming inclined ‘to agree to them ; I am this 
night to draw them jnto form for my lords of 
the council to consider:'to. morrow morning. ' 


This,'madam, being the present situation of 
the treaty, your servants are unanimously of 
Opinion, that the warrant ‘and full powers 


should be prepared this night, and transmitted 


to -your majesty; by which means, if it be 


your pleasure, the latter may pass the great 


seal to-morrow. 
It is now so extremely Jate, and I have so. ~ 


much business to do, which must of necessity ~ 


be got ready by morning, that the whole night © 
would pot suffice, if I was to ingross the in- 
strument ia my own hand writing ; I therefore 
make use of a clerk to transcnbe them, but it 
is the same. who -has copied all the papers 
which have passed in the course of this nego+ 
tiation. - : 3 ; 

There comes an exact translation of the full 
powers in this pacquet ; the words of which 
are very ample and extensive, but they are 
agreeable to the form used by your majesty 
ypon such occasions. 

My lord treasurer ntoved, and all my lords 
were of the same opinion, that Mr. Priorshould | 
be added to those: who are impowered to sign > 
the reason for which is, because he having 
personally treated with Mons. de Torcy, is the | 
best witness we can produce of the sense in 
which the general preliminary engagements are 
entered into; besides which, as he is the best 
versed in matters of trade of all your majesty’s — 
servants who: have been trusted im the. secret, 
if you shall think fit to employ him in the 
future treaty of commerce, it will be of con- 
sequence that he has been a party concerned in 
concluding that convention, which must ‘be the 
rule of thistreaty. The rest of the plenipo- 
tentiaries are all those who have the honour to . 
sit in your majesty’s cabinet cquncil, which my 
lords understood to be your majesty’s pleasure. 

The Ostend mail which arrived last night, 
brought no. news.—I am, withthe utmost res~ — 
pect, &c. | , H.Sr. Jonny. 


Ne. 4 
The Answer. of France to the. Preliminary 
| ae for Great Britain more  purticu- 
 darly” a 


The king being particularly informed, by the 
last memorial that the ministers of great Bri- 
tain returned f Mr, Mesnager, of the dispo- 
sitions of that crown, to facilitate the general. 


evii]} 
peace to the satisinetion of all the parties in- 
tenester! im the present war; and his majesty 
plainly seeing, aa the memorial sets forth, that 
he can run no risque by engaging himeelf in the 
wanner therein expressed, since the prelimi- 
pary articles will net bave any effect betore the 


siguing of the general peace ; desiring more- 
over very sincerely todo alj that isin his pawer 


to. adwance. the re-establishment of the repose | 
af Exrope, especially by a way so agreeable to | 
as the. mterpositign of a princess | 


his. inajest 
will be, whem. so many ties of blood shauld 


_ wnite with him, and whose sentiments for the | 
public tranquillity cannet be doubted : His ma- | 


jesty, moved with those- coasiderations, hath or- 


dered the Siear Mesnager, knight of his order | 
of St. Michael, deputy to the council of com- | 
merce, ta give.in writing the following answers | 


to the articles coutained in the memortal which 
was sent to him, intitled, Preliminary Demands 
fer Great Britain more particularly. 


: Preliminary Demands for Great Britain more 
particularly, with the King’s Answers. 


Ant. I. The succession to the crown of} 
_ these kingdoms, according to the present es |: 
tablisbment, shall be acknowledged. Ans. |. 
' His majesty will acknowledge the queen of |; 
Great Britain in that quality, as also the suc- |: 


€essian to that crown according; to the pre- 
sent establishment. | 


Il A new treaty of commerce between 


Great Britain and France shall be made, after | 


/ @Most just and’ reasonable manner.— Ans, The 
_ king consents to make a new treaty of com- 
' gerce with Great Britain, after the most 
just, most reasonable, and most advantageous 

_ manner to France and Great Britain. 


TIL. Dunkirk shall be demolished.—Ans. 
‘Fhough. Dunkirk has cost the king very great 
sums of Money-in purchasing as well as for-. 
. tifying it, and that a very considerable ex- 
pence will. still. be necessary. to: raise the 
works:;. his majesty is however wihiog to 
engage that they. shall be demolished im- 
mediately after the- conclusion: of the peace, 


upon condition that. an equivalent shall be | 


given him to his own content;. in lieu of. the- 
. fortifications of that place; and as England: 
cannot furnish the said equivalent, the discus-- 
sion thereof shall be referred to the confer-. 
ences held. for: the negotiation of thegenera 


peace. 7 : 
IV. Gibraltar and Port Mahon shall remain: 

in the hands of those who now possess them.— 

Ans. The king promises in the name of the’ 
king of Spain his grandson, and according to 
the power that his majesty has received from 
that. prinee,. that Gibraltar and Port: Mahor. 
shall remain.in. theshandsxof the:English who 


now. possess them, 
V.. The: Assiento contract-shall be madewith 


the English after the same: manner. that: the 


Freach now possess it;: and. such. places in 
Spanish Amesieas shall be atlotted.to thoseias, 
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tanested in the. said commerce, for therefreaby 
ment and sale of theip negreea, ae Pug be 
thought neeessary and convehient.—. The 
. English shall have, after the. peace con 
cluded, the treaty of negroes.af Guinea te the 
West Inilies, alias, the Assiento contraet,upea 
the same conditions that that convention was 
made by the king of Spain with: the French : 
So that the company which will be established 
for this effect in England shall have the prero- 
ive of refreshing, vending, and selling, their 
negroes, in all the places and ports of America 
upon the North sea, in that of Buenos Ayres, 
and generally in all the places and ports 
wherein the importation was penmnitted to the 
ships of the cownpany formed in France under 
the name of the Assiento. 


i WI, All the advantages, rights-and privileges, 
‘which are already granted, or which shal} 
| hereafter begranted, by Spain to the subjects 
' of France, or of any other nation whatseever, 
shall be likewise granted to the subjects of 
Great Britain.—Ans. The king promises, for 
' himself, and for the king of Spain, pursuant 
t tothe power which isin his majesty’s hands 
that this articlé shall be granted in case the 
peace be concluded, as the foregoing, and 
| that it shall be punctually executed. 


! WIT. And for the better protecting the coms 
‘merce in the Spanish America, the Engtsh 
shall be put in possession of such places ag 
shall be named in the treaty: of peace. 
France having offered a real security for the 
commerce of the subjects of the queen of 
‘Great Britain in the Spanish Anterica, it way 
never doubted but France thereby meant some 
‘places; and we have been confirmed in this 
Opinion, since France ‘hath proposed: Gibraftar 
as a security for the commerce of Spain atid of 
the Mediterranean. The advantages. and the 
privileges offered by the Sieur’ Mesnager, are 
not to be regarded as real securities, because; 
it will always be in the power of Spain to re- 
sume them: Therefore it’ 1s believed’ thas 
France is obliged, either to cause to be’ yielded. 
to Great Britain the places demanded ‘in this’ 
article,.or to procure it new advantages, such as 
the'love of peace may make it accept’ as an’ 
equivalent: Upon’ which: we think ourselves 
‘obliged to insist, that this minister be furnished 
witha. sufficient power. And further, to tes~ 
tify the sincerity wherewith we treat, and the 
-desire that her majesty of Great Britain hath 
to advance the general peace ; she hath thought 
fitto declare, that the difficulty’ arisen upon, 
this article may be removed, .inigranting to-her. 
the following articles.. ; ene 
That the Assiento contract.be made with 
Great. Britain for the term of thisty years—« 
Ans. Though the king of: Spain,, in. the begins: 
ning.of his reign, wes inelinable to: favour 
_ the French vatien, ; baving: occasion-for supy- 
ples.of money torelieve hiscountry-from aa! 
Impending war; this:prinee, notwithstanding: 
these consideratiens,. granted, but. for tem 
| Yeanss tothe: Freneh, the: prtyilege: of . the- 


~ 
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+ treaty of negroes: it would be. very much |- 


- jn favour of the English to: leave 1 their 
hands for twenty years a prerogative, which 
. it seems all the nations of Europe would 
each enjoy:in their turm. Yet the king pro- 
‘ | ‘mniees, that the king bis. grandson sball yield 
.to the English, during thirty years succes- 
sively, the treaty of negroes of Guinea to the 
West Indies,’ alias, the Assiento contract, 
_ upon the same conditions, prerogatives, and 
, privileges, graoted to the French company, 
. and which. they enjoyed, or ought to have 
- enjoyed, since the first of May, 1702, to this 

' sime.»—The king shall grant this article. 
' That the whole Island of St. Christophers 
besecured to Great Britain. | ' 
That the advantages and exemptions of 
duties promised by the Sieur Mesnager, and 
which he pretended amounted to 15 per cent. 
profit upon all merchandizes uf the growth and 
manufacture of Great Britain, be effectually 
- granted to that kingdom.—Ans. His majesty 
promises likewise, in the name of the king of 


Spain, the advantages and exemptions of the | 


duties whereof mention is made in this 
article ; and which the English shall enjoy 
immediately after the conclusion of the 
peace, at the exchange of the ratifications. 


Great Britain may refresh their negroes at 
Jamaica, and there make a distribution of 
those whom they shall send to Vera Cruz, 
Porto Bello, and other factories in that part of 
the Indies: But as on the side of the river de 
Plata, they have no possession of any colony, 
they demand that there be assigned to them 1a 
that river, seme extent of land, upoa which 
they may not only refresh their negroes, but 
keep them safe until they be sold ta the Spa- 
niards, And as. no artifice is intended: in 
making this demand, they will submit them- 

. selves, in this respect, to the inspection of the 
afficer that sball for this purpose be named by 
Spain.—dns. The general peace being made, 

there shall be assigned to the English com- 
pany of Assiento an extent of land in. the 
river de la Plata, upon which they may not 
only refresh their negroes, but keep them 
safe till they be sold, according to the con- 
ditions which shall be stipulated by the con- 
vention which is.to be passed for the Assiento ; 
and.to hinder any abuse of this permission, 
the king of Spain shall name an officer to 
intend the affair, to whose inspection the in- 
terested, in the said company, and generally 


all thase they shall employ in their service, | 


‘shall submit themselves, 


. 


VIII. Newfoundland, the bay andstreights of | 
-Hudson; shall be entirely restored to the English ; | 


Great Briteia and France shall respectively 


’ keep and~possess all the countries, dummnions, 
and territories in North America, which each | 


of thosé nations shall possess at the time that 
the ratification of this treaty shall be published 
- jm those parts of the world.— Ans. The discus- 
sion of this article shall be referred ta the 
-general conferences of the peace, provided 


Great Britain. 


advantages 


- 


Tex 


thgt the liberty of fishing and drying of ood= 
fsb upon the isle of Newfoundlaed be rex 
served to the French. | | 


In. the execution of the orders of the king, 
we the underwritten knight of his order of St. 
Michael, deputy to the council of commerce, — 
‘have adjusted the present answers to the pre~ 
liminary demands for Great Britain, in number 
eight articles, by virtue of the power of his ma- 
jesty, of which we have furnished a copy signed 
with our hand, and promise in the name of his 
said majesty, that the said answers shall be 
Jooked upon, as conditions that he agrees to 
grant, of which the articles shall be reduced 
into the ordinary form of treaties, and explain 


‘after the most clear and most intelligible manner, 


to the -common satisfaction of France and 
And this in-case of the signing 
of the treaty of the general peace. In witness 
whereof we have signed, and put the seal of our 
arms. Given at Lendon, 27 Sept. (8 Oct.) 1711. 

| (i48.)  Mesyacer. | 


The most christian king, having-testified to 
the queen the sincere desire that he has to see 
the general tranquillity of Europe re-established 
by a definitive, sure, and durable peace, agreea- 
ble to the interest of all the alhes ; and having 
desired that the queen would advance the ne- 
gociation of such a peace; it hath been thought 
just and reasonable, that the interests of great 
Britain should in the first place be adyusted and 
secured. For this end the most christian king 
having sent the Sieur Mesnager, knight of the 
order of St. Michael, and deputy to the ceuncit 
of commerce, he hath adjusted the above men- 
tioned articles, in number eight, by virtue of 
the power of his most christian majesty, whereof 
he has supplied us with a copy signed with Ing 
hand ;_ which articles we the underwritten te 
clare, by: virtue of an express order from: her 
majesty, that she does accept as prelnminary 
articles, which only contain such securities and 
as her majesty thinke she may -in 
justice expect, what prince soever he be, to 
whom the monarchy of Spain shali be alletred. 


_And these articles are to be looked apon ar 


conditions that Ins most christian majesty agyees 
to grans;_ which articles shall be redaced into 
the usual forms: of treaties, and explained after 
the most clear and most intelligible manzer, to 
the-common satisfaction of Great Brituin and 


France. -And this only'in case of the signing of 


the general peace. In witness whereof we have 
signed, ard put the seals of our arms, © Given 

at London, 27 Sept. (8 Oct.) 1711. 
: (L.8)  Darrmours 
(L.S) H.Sr. Jom. 


No. 5. | 
Wanrawt to-Lord Kesper, for affixing the Great | 
Seal to a Counnission for signing a Treaty 
with Mesnayer. - 
_ (L.8.). Anns RB. Endorsed—Not used. 
Our will and: pleasore is, that you forthwith 
cause our great seal of Great Britain to be afe 


Kk 


_ .goncluding a general peace, which may. be 


N. 


s 
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’ Gxed to an instrument bearing date with these 
presents, whereof you have a copy hereunto an- 
nexed ; containing our commission to you our 
keeper of our Great seal, and others therein 
named, to treat with the sieuar Mesnager, sent 
hither with full power from the most christian 
king, concerning the interests of us and af our 

. kingdoms; and to conclude and sign a condi- 
tional, or eventual treaty, for settling and se- 
Curing the same. And for so doing this shall 

be your warrant. Given at our castle at Wind- 
sor, this 17th day of September, 1711, in the 
tenth year of our reign.— By her majesty’s com- 

_ mand. 
To- our right trusty and well beloved 
_, Counsellor Simon Lord Harcourt, our 
_ Keeper of our great seal of Great 
Britain. sos 4 : . 
TransLation of the full Powers, annexed to the 
| Soregoing Warrant. 


__ Anne, by the grace of God, Queen of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c.. To all and singular to whom these 
‘presents shall come, greeting. Whereas the 
most christian king hath given us assurances, 
that he is ready to enter into a negociation for 


agreeable to the interests of all the confederates, 
_and hath invited us to promote the same :. And 
whereas it is highly just .and reasonable to 
agree, in the first place, concerning our af- 
fairs, and the advantages of. our kingdoms, and 
to settle them by previous conditions, and some 
eventual treaty: and the most christian king 
having sent bither for that purpose the sieur 
Mesnager, knight of the order of St. Michael, 
‘.and deputy in the council of commerce, fully 
instructed, and provided with sufficient autho- 
rity; We likewise. on our part have thought 
At to name certain plenipotentiaries for the per- 
‘fecting so necessary a work. Now know ye, that 
we reposing special trust in the loyalty, prudeuice, 
and skill, in the management of atatrs, of our 
right trusty.and well beloved counsellor Simon 
baton Harcourt, of Stanton Harcourt, our 
keeper of our great seal of Great Britain: our 
wight trusty and right well beloved cousin and 
counsellor, Robert earl of Oxford and Mortimer, 
our high treasurer of Great Britain :,.our right 
trusty and right intirely beloved cousin and 
counsellor John Duke of Buckinghamshire, our 
president of our council ; the right reverend 
father in God, and our right trusty and well- 
beloved counsellor, John lord bishop of Bristol, 
aod keeper of our privy seal ;_ our right’ trusty 
aad right intirely beloved cousin and counsellor 
Charles duke of Shrewsbury, our chanfberlain 
of our household; our right trusty and right 
-well beloved ceusin and councellor, John earl 
Poulet, our steward of our houshold ; our right 
trusty and right well beloved cousin and coun- 
sellor William earl of Dartmouth, one of our 
principal secretaries of state ; our right trusty 
und well beloved counsellor Henry St. John, 
g:y., another of our principal secretaries of 
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state; and our trusty and well_ beloved Mathew 
Prior, esq.; have named, constituted, and ap- 
pointed, and do by these presents name, con- 
stitute, and appoint, them to be our true, real, 
and undoubted plenipotentiaries ; giving and 
granting unto them full power and authority, 
with the aforesaid sieur Mesnager, being sufh- 
ciently impowered to this purpose by the most 
christian king, for us, and in our name, to meet 
and to treat of our interests, and of those of 


-ous subjects, which are to be settled by an 


eventual or conditional convention between us 
and the aforesaid most christian king: And we 
do likewise give unto them full power and au- 
thority to sign and to exchange such conven- 


tion, and to do and perform vall such other 


matters as may be necessary, in as full and 
ample manner as if we ourselves were present, 
promising upon our royal word, that we will 
make good all such things as shall, by our afore~ 
said plenipotentiaries, by virtue of these pre- 
sents, be concluded ; and that we will not at 
any time suffer the same to be broke, but on 
the contrary, that we will religiously and in- 
violable observe, and cause to be observed, the 
same. For the greater manifestation and strength 
whereof, we bave ordered our great seal of Great 
Britain to be fixed to these presents, signed 
with our royal hand. Given at our castle of | 
Windsor, 17th day of September, in the year of 
ow Lord 1711. And the 10th year of our reign. 
ANNE R. 


No. 6. 


Warrant for Lord Dartmouth, and Mr. Se- 


cretary St. John, to sign the Preliminaries 
with France. 2 


—(L.8.) Anne R. 

Whereas we ‘have seen and approved the 
paper \hereunto annexed, containing the de- 
mands made by our order, for settling and se- 
euring the interests of these our ki: gdoms in a 
future treaty of peace, together with the answers 
of tbe most christian king thereunto, as alsd the 


‘form according to which the sieur Mesnager 


proposes to sign the said articles, and the de- 
claration which is to be made onour part ; we 
do therefore hereby direct, authorise, and im- 
power you to sign the said declaration accord- 
ingly: and for so doing this shall be your soffi- 
cient warrant. Given at our castle at Windsor, 
this 25th day of September, 1711, in the 10th 
year of our reign. A. OR, 
To our right trusty and right well belov- 
ed cousin and counsellor, William 
earl of Dartmouth and our right 
trusty and well beloved counsellor, 
Henry St. John, esq. our principal se- 
cretaries of State. 27 Sept, (8 Oct.) 
1711. Om 
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PRELIMINARY Articles on the part ef France 
to come toa general Peace. 


The king being willing to contribute all in 


ticles. 


‘ exiii] 
‘his power to the re-establishment of the general 


peace, his majesty declares, 


1. That he will acknowledge the queen of 
‘Great Britain in that quality, as also the suc- 
‘cession to that crown, according to the present 


_ establishment. 


2. That he will consent voluntarily and boné 
fide, to take all just and reasonable measures to 
hinder the crowns of France and Spain from 
being ever re-united upon the head of one and 
the same prince, his majesty being persuaded 
that this excess of power would be contrary to 
the good, and to thé general repose, of Europe. 
8, The king’s intention is, that all the parties 
engaged in the present war, without excepting 
‘any, may find their reasonable satisfaction in 
‘the treaty of peace to be made ; that the com- 


- ‘merce be re-established, and be hereafter sup- 


‘ported to the advantage of Great Britain, Hol- 


Jand and other nations, which have been ac- 


‘customed tq exercise it. 

4. As the king is also willing to maintain ex- 
actly the observation of the peace, when it shall 
be concluded ; end that the view his majesty 
prohesss to himself is to secure the frontiers of 
‘his kingdom, without troubling in-any manner 
‘whatsoever, the neighbouring states, he[promises 
to agree by the future treaty of peace, that the 
‘Dutch shall have in their hands the fortified 
places, which shall be specified, in the Low 
Countries, to serve hereafter as a barrier, which 
may secure the repose of the republic of Hol- 
land, against any attempt on the part of France. 

5. The king also consents, that there be 
formed for the empire, and for the House of 
Austria, a sure and convenient barrier. 

6. Though Dunkirk hath cost the king very 
great sums of money, as well to purchase as to 
ay it, and that a considerable expence will 
still 


engage to‘ cause them intmediately to be de- 
molished after the conclusion of the peace, upon 
condition that there be given him for the fortifi- 
cations of that place, an equivalent agreeable, 


and to his own content: and as England can- 


not furnish the said equivalent, the discussion 
thereof shall be referred to the conferences 
to be held for the negociation of the peace. 

7. When the conferences for the negociation 
of the peace shall be formed, all the pretentions 
‘of the princes and states engaged in the present 
‘war shall be bond fide and amicably discussed 
thereat ; and nothing shall be omitted to re- 
gulate and to conclude them to the satisfaction 
of all the parties, 


By virtue of the king's full power, we the un- 


derwritten knight of his order of. St. Michael, 
‘deputy to the council of commerce, have, in his 
majesty’s name, settled these preliminary ar- 
In wituess whereof we have put to our 
scal, Given at London, 27 Sept. (8 Oct.) 1711. 

 (L. S)  Mesnacer. 


Separate Articles, 


The king promises to restore to the duke of Sa- 
voy, the dominions and territorieswhich belonged 
VoL, Vil, aad ‘ 
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e necessary in order to rase the works. 
thereof, his majesty is nevertheless willing to. 


ext 
to that prince at the beginning of the’present war, 
and which his majesty now possesses: assuring 
further, that his said majesty will consent that, 
there be also yielded to the duke of Savoy such 
other places in Italy-as shall be found agree- 
able to the sense of the treaties made between 
that prince and his allies. 

By virtue of the full power from the khg, 
whereof we have furnished a copy signed with 
our own hand, we the pudenaritven uuight of 
his order of St. Michael, deputy to the council 
of commerce, have concluded this present pre- 
liminary article, and do promise, in the ndme 
of his majesty, that it shall be as duly exeeuted, 
in case the general peace be signed, as if it had 
been inserted in the other preliminary articles 
by us this day adjusted. In witness whereof, 
we have signed the same, and affixed the seal 
of our arms thereunto. Given at London, 27 
Sept. (8 Oct.) 1711. (L.S.) Mesnacer. 


No. 8. 


Her Majesty’s Instructions tothe Earl of 
_ Strafford, Ambassador, &c. to the States ° 
General, October 1, 1711. 


Upon your arrival in Holland, (whither you 
are to repair with all possible diligence) you 
shall take the first opportunity of conferring 
with the Pensionary, and of informing him, 
that we have sent you back as soon as some 
matters of the greatest moment were ripe and 
fit to be laid before our good ‘friends and allies 
the States General. 

ou are to represent to this minister, and t 
such others as shall be appointed to confer 
with you, That when we received, in the month 
of May last, by your dispatches to us, an ace 
count of the sense which those among them, 
who were at that time in the secret, had of the 


overtures made by France for settling a general 


negotiation of peace again on foot, and of the 
answer which it was desired might be returned 
to the propositions signed by M. de Torcy, 
we did immediately acquaint the enemy, that 
their offers were thought by us, and by the 
States General, neither particular nor full 
enough, and therefore we did insist that they 
should form a distinct project of such a peace 
as they were willing to conclude. 

You are further to inform the Dutch ministers 
that this affair being transacted. by papers sent 
backward and forward, and much time bein 
lost in this dilatory method, we did at last think 
fit to send to the court of France, in, order to 
have from thence some more certain account 
of the disposition towards peace, and of the 
terms on which they might be willing to make 
it. a 4. 
That the French did hereupon send over a 
person with powers to treat and to settle some 
preliminary articles to a general negotiation ; 
but that this person being neither fully instruct- 
ed, nor sufficiently empowered, a still further 
delay'was created, and it.became absolutely 
necessary. to allow him to send to bis court for 
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more ample instructions ; we being determined 
on our part, according to the desire of the 


_ pensionary, and of the other ministers, to leave 


nothing undone which might bring the French 
to be more direct and particular in their over- 
tares. 


‘You are to communicate to the pensionary 


agd to the ministers you confer with, the paper 
herewith delivered to you, signed by M. Mes- 


“nager, an old acquaintance of theirs, and one 


with whom they have furmerly treated; repre- 
senting to them, that though the several ar- 
ticles do not contaia such particular concessions 
as France must, and to be sare will make, yet 
they dre in our opinion, a sufficient foundation 
whereupon to open the conferences. 

That we were unwilling to’ take upon our- 
selves to determine the several interests of our 
alfes, and did therefore resolve to content our- 


selves with such general offers as might include 


alt the particular demands proper to be made 
in.the course of the negotiation, during which 
it must be the most careful endeavour, and the 
fixed principle of all the confederates, to hold 
fast together, in orderto obtain from the enemy 


the utmost which can be hoped for in the pre-. 


sent circumstances of affairs, And this rule 
you may assure them, that we shall on our part 
firmly adhere to. 

If upon this, or upon any other occasion, 
the ministers of Holland shall express their un- 
easiness, lest we should have settled the inter- 
ests of these our kingdoms, in a future peace, 


by any private agreement; you are to say, that 
__ we have refused to suffer the treaty to be car- 


ried on in our own country, and that we¢hall 


‘still’ continue to do so, unless they constrain 


wus to take another measure: that by this 


‘means, the Dutch, and all our allies, will have 


the opportunity and conventency of treating 
and adjusting their different pretenstons, in 
promoting of which we shill exert all that zeal 


~ for the common good, and for their particular 


advantage, which we are sure they do us the 
justice to confess that we have shewn through 
the whole course of our reign. . | 

You will further say, that you can take upon 
yourself to assure them, that we have made no 


Stipulations for ourselves, which may clash 


with the interest of Holland; that those articles 
which’ we ‘expect should be inserted in the 


future treaty of peace, for the particular in- 


terest of Great Britain, are for the most part 


@uch as contain advantages, which must either 


continue ta the enemy, or be obtained by us, 
And also, that no cuncessions whatsoever can 
tempt us to embrace the blessing of peace, un- 


Jess our good friends and allies the States Gene- 


wal have ail reasonable satisfaction as to their 
barrier, as to their trade, and in all other res- 
pects. ue S | 

These assurances being given in our name, 
you are to insinuate strongly to the ministers 
of Holland, how just reason we should have to 
be offended, and to look on the proceeding be- 
tween them and us as very unequal, if they 


should pretend to have any further ungasiness 
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upon this head: and we being - determined to 
accept of no advantages to ourselves, repugnant 
to their interests, nor of any peace which may 
not be totheir reasonable satisfaction ; that 
the figure which we have made through the 
whole course of this war, and the part which 
we have acted in it, superior to what any of 
the allies, even those who are nearest to the 
danger, and in interest most deeply concerned 
have done, might justly entitle us, if we should 
so think fit, in the first place, to adjust and 
settle the particular concerns of Great Britain, 
before we should consent to set the general ne- 
gotiation on foot. _ 

If those engagements, which we are under 
by our treaties, of making no peace, but in 
concert with them, or the particular obligations 
of the barrier treaty, are objected to you, you 
are to say, as to the first, that we have not in 


any sort acted conrtry thereto ; that we are 


so far from making a peace without their con- 
currence, that we have declared our firm 
resolution not to make it without their satis-. 
faction; and that all that has passed between 
France and us, amounts to no more than an 
introduction to a general negotiatior: as to 
the latter, you will represent very earnestly to 
them how much itis for the interest even of Hol- 
land itself, rather to compound the advantages 
of the barrier treaty, than to insist upon the. 
whole, since it is notorious, the House of Aus- 
tria, and several other of the allies, are, and 
must necessarily continue, utterly averse to it ; 
and since you may yourself assure them, upon 
the observation which you ‘have made‘ during 
your stay here, that nothing can be more odious 
to the people of these kingdoms, than many 
parts of this treaty; and that nothing has pre- 
vented that national, and universal indignation 
which would have broke out upon this occasion 
but the great care and industry which has been 
used to calm the minds of those who are ac- 
quainted with the terms of this guarantee, and 
to keep the same as secret as possible from - 
those who are not yet apprised of them. You | 
will expostulate further with the ministers of 
Holland, by shewing the absolute necessity of | 
entertaining a good harmony between the two 
nations, upon which not only their mutual safety 
in & great measure depends, but without 


‘which, there can at no time be formed a strength 


sufficient to reduce any exorbitant power, and 
to preserve the balance of Europe; and upon 
this foundation, you will argue, that it is the 
true interest of neither country to insist on any 
conditions which may give just apprehensions 
to the other. : 

You are-to acquaint them, That France 
proposes Utrecht, Nimighen, Aix la Chapelle, | 
and Liege, as places in any one of which the. 
conferences may with conveniency be held; 
that we have refused to ‘let the general. treaty 
be carried on in our own country, and thet we 
are ready to send our plenipotentiaries to such 
of these four towns as may . be’ most agreeable. 
to them. . “@ 

You are to conclude your conférence by desir- 
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ing that they will give all possible dispatch to the 
ehoice of a place of treaty, and that the pass- 
ports to the French plenipotentiaries may be 
hastened , it being in our opinion of importance 
so to forward the progress of this great, affair, 
that on one hand we may not be exposed to 
begin too late the preparations for the next 
campaign, nor on the other to put ourselves to 
an expence, which in case the general treaty 
proceeds, will be unnecessary. 

And whereas not only the Dutch, but the 
imperial and other ministers, may perhaps 
deny the paper: herewith delivered to you, to 
be a sufficient ground for opening the con- 
ferences upon; and may insist that France 
should consent to preliminary articles in the 
nature of those formed, and on the part of the 
allies signed in 1709; you are in the first place, 
besides what is in these your instractions before 
directed, to insinuate, that the French might 
very probably have been btought to explain 
themselves further had they not perceived the 
extraordinary uneasiness, Inipatience, and jea- 
lousy, which during their transactions with us, 
discovered themselves among our allies. 

You are afterwards in our name, to declare 
to them, that if they are desirous to carry on 
the war, and ‘determined to accept of no terms 
of peace inferior to those which have been for- 
merly demanded, we ape, on our part, ready to 
concur with them, and to continue to sacrifice 
the blood and treasure of our subjects, as we 


have hitherto done, for their greater advantage 


and security ; but that we are in justice, bound 
neither to deceive ourselves nor them; and do 
therefore, by you our ambassador and pleni- 
otentlary, solemnly declare, that we can no 
onger bear that disproportionable burthen 


_ which has every year been encreased ‘upon: us, 


nor that deficiency which our allies in every 
part of the war are guilty of. That it is evident 


+ that the common effort must be still greater 


against the-enemy than it is, or that there will 
remain no prospect of arriving at those ends 
which are proposed ; that therefore it is incum- 
bent on them, if the war be continued, to fur- 
nish for the foture such quotas of, ships and 
forces, as they are at this time wanting in, and 
to encrease their expence, whilst we reduce ours 
to sueh a proportion as in reason and in justice 
both should be settled at. j 
Ifon the part of the ministers of Vienna, 
and of Holland, their inability to do more than 
they have hitherto done, be urged in answer 
to you, our pleasure is, that you finish by saying 
that we think that we may justly insist that 


~ they should comply with us in war, or in peace, 


since in the former case we require nothing but 
what it belongs to them to perform, and what is 
essential to the success of our arms; and since 
in the latter we have doue, and to the last 
shall continue to do, all that isin our power 


‘towards obtaining such a peace as may be to 


the satisfaction of all our allies, A. R. 
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Additional Instructions to the Earl of Straf- 
— * ford. October 2, 1711. 


Whereas by an article in your instructions, 
bearing date the first instant, you ‘are to con- 
clude the conference which you shall have, 
upon your arrival at the Hague, with the mi- 
nisters of the States General, by desiring all 
possible dispatch may be given to the choice 
of a place of treaty, and that passports for the 
French plenipotentiaries may be hastened : 
it is our further will and pleasure, that as soon 
as the said passports shall be‘promised, you do 
immediately give notice thereof, by a courier 
to the court of France; or if the States Gene- 
ral shall desire it of you, that you do send the 
said passports to the Marquisde Torcy. A. R. 
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No. 9. 
Extract from the Register of the Resolutions of 
their High Mightinesses the States General 


of the United Provinces, 6n Saturday the 
24th of October, 1711. . 


It having been deliberated upon what the 
earl of Strafford, ambassador extraordinary 
-and plenipotentiary of her majesty the queen 
of Great Britain, has represented to the coun- 
sellor pensionary Heinsius, in order to be com- 
municated to their high mightinesses, and on 
the preliminary articles delivered on the pare 
of France, to come to a general peace, also 
communicated to the counsellor’ pensionary 
Heinsius: It has been thought proper, and 
agreed upon, that the answer to he given to 
the earl of Strafford, shall be, that ther high 
mightinesses, having examined the said articles 
with all possible attentivn, have found them 
couched in terms so general and obseure, as to 
deserve great considetations and that they 
have strong apprehensions, that by entering 
upon them into a formal negotiation, the, af- 
fairs of the peace will be subject to many de- 
lays, incertainties, and other great inconvent- 
ences, which their high mightinesses earnestly | 
desire may be avoided, that a speedy, good and 
general peace may be the sooner come at. 
That for this reason their high mightihesses © 
have ordered the Sieur Buys, who is going to 
England in quality of their envoy extraordinary, 
to communicate to her majesty their fears, and 
thoughts upon this subject ; and thereupon to 
represent to her majesty, That they judge it 
necessary in so important an affair, in which 
having themselves no other wim but the ade 
vancement of the common cause, and the mu- 
tual interests of both nations, they firmly rely - 
upon the great wisdum, and the somuch renown- 
ed zeal of the queen for the common good, that 
upon the representations to be made to her on 
this subject, she will be pleased to make such 
reflections, as the States believe an affair of so 
great consequence to the safety and the public 


| good deserves: the said earl of Strafford is also 


desired, that he’ will be pleased to contribute to 
this purpose by his goed offices, 


cxix] 
No. 10. 


| A Memortacfor M. Gaultier. Hampton-court, 
October 29, 1711. 


The queen has proposed by thé earl of Straf- 
ford the opening of the conferences: the States 
General answered, they did not look on the 
memorial her majesty had sent them as a suf- 
frcient foundation on which they might venture 
upon a negotiation. Wherefore they had de- 
ferred proceeding any further in that affair 
with the said minister, until they knew what 
effect the remonstrances had, which Mr. Buys 
their envoy extraordinary was ordered to make 

to the queen thereupon. 

', The said envoy has represented to her ma- 
jesty, That the States are ready to concur with 
her to facilitate the general peace, but that 
they believe it is hazarding too much to. open 
the conferences, unless the general article of- 
fered by France be explained and specified. | 

Her majesty, who has always ‘foreseen, and 
who still foresees, how impossible ‘a thing it 
would be to bring the ‘allies to agree on a 
plan of particular preliminaries, and who re- 
mains firm in her first resolution, to open the 
conferences on the articles signed by M. Mes- 
nager, -has given M. Buys her final answer on 
that head, That she looks on those articles as 
Containing in general all the pretensions her al- 
lies cab reasonably form; That she still per- 
sists in the same opinion: she renews her or- 
ders to the earl of Strafford, to repeat his in- 
atance with the States General tu induce them 
to choose one of. the four places that have 
been appointed for the place of congress; and 
to oblige them likewise to dispatch passports for 
his most Christian majesty’s plenipotentiaries. 

Things being in this situation, her’majesty 
thinks, in order to the speedy opening of the 
conferences, and for the greater dispatch of the 
work of the peace, it will be sbislarely requi- 
‘site, the most Christian king should give her 
majesty. such explanations of his designs, with 
respect to the particular interests of the allies, 
as he shail think fit, to induce them to enter 
more willingly into a general negotiation. 

The Dutch aim at nothing but their barrier, 
and their commerce, and provided the queen 
can, without fear of being disowned, specify, 
with:n a small matter, the harrier which France 
1s willing to yield to them; and that she may 


assure them of the tariff of 1664, there is no } 


room to doubt but the States General will 
enter, without any difficulty, into the negotia- 
tion as it has Leen concerted. 

The duke of Savoy’s ministers are alarmed 
for their barrier towards France. The queen 
thinks it would not only be for the quiet and 
security of Italy, that this prince should be 
made more powertul on that side; but her ma- 
jesty would be likewise very glad if she could 
give him some assurances concerning a barrier 
for his country towards France: And her ma- 
jesty looks on that article to be so essential; 
that she hopes the answer will be as favour- 
able, and as particular; as.is possible, 
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The Dutch and the duke of Savoy being. 
agreed on those -heads with her majesty, the 
greatest difficulties that may be raised to delay 
the general peace, will presently be removed, 
and the conferences forthwith opened. 

There are several pretensions of the other 
allies imcluded in the general promise of a rea- 
sonable satisfaction, that must be examined and 
settled in the course of a neggtiation ; as those 
of the king of Prussia, and those of the Electo- 
rate of the duke of Hanover, on which, if the 
queen was authorised to give assurances on the 
part of France, it would be attended with this 
good effect, That those powers would presently 
come into her majesty’s views and measures. 

There is no room to doubt, after all the 
steps her majesty has already made, but she has 
a sincere desire to procure the general quiet of 
Europe; and if her majesty desires that the 
most Christian king would give an explanation 
to the aforesaid demands, and to such others 
as might happen concerning the particular in- 
terests of uther confederated princes, bis mdst 
christian majesty may be assured, the queer 
will make no other use of the confidence the 
king will have in her, but to forward the nego- 
tiation, in seeking the shortest and most effectual 
means to attain a peace so much wished for, 
that will be honourable to bis most christian 
Majesty, and secure and equitable to the confee 
derates, 


No. 11. 


Answer to the Memorial brought by M. 
’. Gaultier. Nov. 18, 1711. as 


The King sees with pleasure, that the queen 
of Great Britain persists with that firmness 
worthy of her, in the desire she has expressed of 
using the most speedy anid effectual means for 
attaining an honourable peace to France 
and Great Britain, and which may be at the 
same time both safe and equitable, with respect 


‘to the other powers engaged in the present war, 


His majesty intending also to confirm by deeds, 
the assurances he has given of the confidence he 
has in that princess, his majesty thinks he can- 
not better express his sentiments, than by ex- 


plaining bimself on the points of this memorial, 


with as much frankness as if the peace was 
made, and as if there was already a strict alliance 
between him and the queen of Great Britain. | 

So without considering that there has been 
no mention made hitherto but of preliminary 


articles, and that the queen of Great Britain 


does now. desire explanativns vo the particular 
conditions which are to.form the treaty of 
peace, the king is willmg to entrust ber, as a 


princess in amity with him, with his thoughts on 


the detail of the chief conditions of the peace. 
He is willing, as he has already declared, that 
the Datch should have a barrier sufficient to 
secure the tranquillity of their republic. 
He is willing also thet trade be restored. and 
maintained for the future to their advantage, 
provided they will concur bond jide to the re- 


Cxxi], 

As to the barrier, it would be necessary, be- 
fore it be settled, to agree upon the destination 
of the Low Countries, as the king of Spain has 
yielded them to the elector of Bavaria, and 
that the king has signed the treaty thereof; if 
it should not be fulfilled, tbe elector would have 
his recourse to his majesty to be indemnified. 
He will therefore desire, that the Dutch should 
put into the hands of the elector of Bavaria, 
the towns and provinces possessed by them, 
or their allies, in the Spanish Netherlands, so as 
that prince may possess the same in sovereignty 
after the peace, in Jike manner as he now: 


possesses the towns and provinces of Luxem- 
- burg and Namur, and the places.of Charleroy 


and Nieuport: the king will promise, that, on 
condition of this cession, the Dutch shall put 


- garrisons into the strong places of the Low 


Countries, which shall be paid and maintained 
at the expence of the country; so that those 
provinces, being possessed by an independent 


- prince, and garrisoned by Dutch troops, will 


form a barrier, which alone would be sufficient 
to secure the republic of Holland against any 


reasonable apprehension of the designs. of 


France. | / 
But the better to secure the States General 
against those vain fears, the king is willing to 


engage his word to the queen of Great Britain, 


still to strengthen that barrier, by quitting and 
yielding’to the Dutch the town of Menin, with 
its verge, in giving them Ipres and its chastel- 
lenie ; but it must be observed that Cassel, 
Poperingue, and Bailleul, do not make part 
thereof, and therefore his majesty reserves 
them to himself. . 

_In short, by yielding further, with the same 
regard to the barrier, Furnes and the Furn 
Ambach, These are the cessions the king is 


willing to make for the good of the peace; but. 


then these are the only ones his majesty can 


_ grant, unless he would leave open the frontier 


of his kingdom. 


As his majesty is persuaded, that neither the 


intention nor the interest of the queen of Great 
Britain are, that France should remain naked, 
and always exposed te the designs of her ene- 
mies; his majesty-expects to be strongly sup- 
ported by England, in the demand he makes of 
the restitution of the towns of Aire, Bethune, 
St. Venant, Douay, Bouchain, and their depen- 
dencies, which he pretends to obtain by way of 
compensation for the places he yields, to form 
the barrier demanded by the Dutch. - 

He still renews the promise of demolishing, 
immediately after the conclusion of the peace, 
all the fortifications of Dunkirk, as well towards 
the land, as towards the sea, without any ex- 


_ ception: and,as it was settled between the 


king and the queen of Great Britain, that a 
fitting equivalent should be given for this demo- 
lition, his majesty demands Lisle and Tournay, 
with all their dependencies and chastellenies, 
to form the promised equivalent. 
Tournay is the ancient domain of the king- 
dom; it forms the frontier of it; and it must 


be looked upon as a place of safety to France, 


~ t 
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rather than an inlet into the neighbouring 
country: the king cannot receive a more pube 
lic obligation from_the queen of Great Britain, 
than if she will contribute to the restitution of 
a place so necessary for securing the frontier at 
his kingdom. On the other hand, it is indif- 
ferent to Eugland, whether this place returns, 
as formerly, under the king’s dominion, or 
whether it remains in the hands of a foreign 
power; and the interposition of the queen af 
Great Britain, by her good offices on this occae 
sion, will cement, for/ the future, a most strict 
cag between the crowns ef France and Eng- 
and. 

However, if her majesty’s good offices should 
prove fruitless, notwithstanding her best endea- 
vours for procuring to his majesty the restitu- 
tion of Lisle and Tournay, as an equivalent for — 
the fortifications of Dunkirk, his majesty de-~ 
clares from this present time, but only to the 
queen of Great Britain, that for the good of the 
peace, he will be satisfied with the restitution of 
the town and citadel of Lisle, with the chastel- 
leny and dependencies, without insisting on 
Tournay; béing willing to content himself with 
this last equivalent, rather than to retard, by 
more extensive, though just pretensions, the re- 
establishment of the tranquillity of Europe. ; 

The cession of the Catholic Low Countries 
was made by the king of Spain to the elector of 
Bavaria, only with a design to indemnify him 
for the losses he suffered during the course of * 
this present war ; but his majesty, and the king 
his grandson, are further’engaged by treaties 
with that elector, to restore him, by the peace, 
to the possession of his-dominions, of his rank, 
and of his dignities, whereof he was deprived by 
the war ; so his majesty will demand, that this 
prince resume in the electoral college the first 
rank, which was trausferred to the elector 
Palatine ; that the upper Palatinate, given to — 
the said elector Palatine, be restored to the 
elector. of Bavaria; and in short that the dis 
memberments made from the chief parts of the 
same electorate, be annulled, and things re- 
stored to their former order. : ac ee 

Even these demands are not repugnant to the. 
interest of the Dutch, supposing that' they will 
consent to leave the low countries to the elector 
of Bavaria: for it is consistent with their 
maxims, “that these provinces should be pos- 
sessed hy a prince, whose power secures their 
barrier, . — 
_ However, if they have different thoughts with 
respect to the elector of Bavaria, and that, 
forgetting the first engagements of that prmce 
with the House of Austria, they are persuaded 
that his ‘ties with France will never be weak- 
ened ; if upon this foundation, they: think that 
his power might at any time be dangerous to © 
their state, and that therefore it.is necessary to 
diminish the same ; regard may be had to this 
fear, although ill grounded, by proposing for 
the good of the peace, to engage the elector of 
Bavaria to yield Bavaria, and the electoral dig- 
nity, to the prince his. eldest son; whereof it - 
would be necessary to. conclude at the same 
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Aime the marriage with the arch dutchess, eldest 
‘daughter of the late emperor Joseph. In this 
‘case it should be stipulated, that the elector 
would be satisfied to possess the Low Countries 
instead of Bavaria, with the condition that has 
heen mentioned, of putting Dutch garrisons into 
‘the places to be paid and maintained at the 
‘charge of the country. 
If these popes should be rejected, the 
king, being engaged by this treaties to take care 
of the interests of a prince’s ally, demands that 
vat least the elector of Bavaria may keep’ the 
provinces of Luxemburg and Namur, and that 
his electorate, his dignity, and his rank, may 
be restored to him; but it would not be just, 
that being reduced to two strong places in the 
Low Countries, he should be obliged to rcceive 
a Dutch garison thereia, which the revenue of 
those two provinces would not be able to 
maintain. This condition must be struck out; 
which the king only proposes in case all the 
“Low Countries be intirely given to the electot 
of Bavaria. | 3 . 
_ As the king doubts not, but the queen of 
-Great Britain thinks it just, that the elector 
Palatine should restore the upper Palatinate, 
his majesty thinks, that the duchy-of Limbourg 
_ might be separated from the Low Countries, 
and given to the elector Palatine, to indemnify 
him for the upper Palatinate, which he should 


restore ; this his majesty leaves to the prudence 


and justice of the queen of Great Britain. How- 
ever it be, it might be agreed, that the elector 
_ Palatine should enjoy, during his life, the 

upper ‘Palatinate, a | the first rank in the 
electoral college, and that after his death, both 
should retura to the elector of Bavaria, and his 
successor. 

This second proposal, with respect to the 
elector of Bavaria, would bring no alteration 
to the offer already made, of yielding to the 
Dutch for a barrier, Menen, Ipres, Furn and 
Furn Ambach, on the conditiens beforemen- 
tioned. | 

_But the manner in which they will use this 
prince, will decide the advantages the king will 
grant with respect to trade. 

If one of the preceding proposals is ac- 
' cepted, the king’s intention is to re-establish, 
in favour of the Dutch, the tariff of 1664, 
with the exemption of the duty of 50 per tun; 
his majesty will particularize only some ex- 
ceptions to this tariff, whereof the detail is 


contained in a memorial by itself: he -thinks: 


himself obliged to stipulate the same, not only 
to prevent the utter ruin of trade, the naviga- 
tion, and the manufactures establised in his 
kingdom, but also to take away the equivoca- 
tions that might hereafter occasion complaints, 
and troublesome disputes. °.. 

If it happens onthe contrary, that the pro- 
posals made in favour of the elector of Ba- 
varia he rejected, that he be obliged to con- 
tent himself with the single restitution of Ba- 
varia perhaps dismembered from the. upper 
Palatinate, and the elector be deprived of the 
first rank in the electoral college; in this case, 


/ 
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his. majesty will only grant to the Dutch the 
tariff signed in May 1699. 

There would still be another indemnization 
more honourable, but far less useful, and which 
his majesty would nevertheless pay, at the 
same rate of the re-establishment of the tariff 
of 1664, with the exceptions mentioned. 

The Dutch, and their allies, by refusing the 
Low Countries to the elector of Bavaria, would 
probably have the same yielded to the arch- 
duke; The king will consent thereto, and 
moreover, his majesty will dispose that elector 
to yield the whole electorate of Bavaria to the 
house of Austria, provided the kingdom of 
Naples be given to that prince. 

The proportion is not equal between that 
kingdom of the one, and the Spanish Nether- 
lands’ on the other part, witha country like 
that of Bavaria, and so convenient to the 
bouse of Austria; but the king undertakes to 
supply the loss of the elector of Bavaria, and 
to make by the indemnization, England a cone 
siderable gainer. 3 : 

The means his majesty proposes to succeed 
therein, is, by engaging the king of Spain tu 

ield. Sicily to that elector, so by possessing 
both kingdoms, he would be indemnified for 
what he should forsake otherwise, and the 
English would tind their particular advantage in 
the conventions England might make with him 
for the commerce io the Mediterranean. It is 
not indifferent to the nation to be secure of 
the prince who shall be master of Messina, and 
the Dutch would easily prevent England, -if 
ever Sicily should fall into the hands of the 
archduke. This reflection will not have es 
caped the wisdom of the queen of Great Britain, 
who shews likewise her regard to the affairs of 
Italy, by the article which concerns the duke 
of Savoy. ; 

The king’s intention is, punctually to perform 
the convention signed in his name, by M. 
Mesnegar, in relation to that prince. His ma- 
jesty will acquaint him therewith directly, since 
the queen of Great Britain desires it. The 
silence his majesty has kept upon this subject, 
was grounded upon this, that his majesty has 
no correspondence, either directly or indirectly, 
with the uke of Savoy, he referring himself to 


‘that princess to instruct him with what was 


stipulated for him. 

For what remains, the king is so far from 
opposing the aggrandisement of the duke of 
Savoy, on the ‘side of Italy, that he thinks it 
would be the advantage of that part of Europe, 
that the rest of the Milanese should be joined 
with that part whereof that prince is already 
possessed; he would even consent with pleasure 
to treat him .then in quality of king of Lom- 
bardy. 3 

The king’s sentiments on this occasion being — 
intirely agreeable with those of the queen of 
Great Britain, there is no -room to doubt, but 
that princess will also agree, that it is just that 
the duke of Savoy should be satisfied with the 


‘old barrier towards France, and that he restore 


the places of Exilles and. Fenesjrelles, both 


! 
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lying in Dauphine ; his majesty confirming the | 


promise he has made of restoring to him the 
duchy of Savoy,. and the county of Nice; 


- whereof the consideration is still above the im- 


portance of these two places for the frontier of 
the kingdom. % 

Besides these explanations, the king will 
give, with an intire confidence, to the queen 
of Great Britain, all the explanations she will be 
pleased to asx him, fur the good ofthe peace ; 
and since she. desires to know, what are the 
king’s dispositions with respect to the elector 
of Brandenburgh, and the duke of Hanover ; 
his majesty assures her, that he will make no 
difficulty to acknowledge the first, as king of 


_ Prussia, and the second, as elector, when the 


peace issigned; The queen of Great Britain 
may even make use of this confidence, as she 
shall think most fitting for advancing the 
peace, and be sure that the king will not dis- 
ewn her. , 

In short, the desire which that princess ex- 
‘presses, to procure forthwith the general tran- 
quillity of Europe, seems so sincere, that his 
majesty is further willing to communicate to her 
his intentions on the peace, to be made with 
the empire: which are, | 

To acknowledge the archduke, as emperor. . 

To restore to that prince, and to the em- 


i pire, Fort Keile, in the same condition it is 


Dow in. 

To cause the forts built in the Rhine, and 
depending on Strasburgh, to be demolished. 

To rase the fortifications built over against 
Hunoninnen on the right, and in the Island of 
the Rhine. | 
_- In like manner, the fort built on the other 

ide of the Rhine, over against Fort Louis, as 

well as that part of the bridge leading from 
the Island to the right-hand shore of the 
Rhine. . 

To demelish in general, all the fortifica- 
tions built, or raised on the other side of that 
river, - ' 

In short, to restore to the emperor the town 


- of Brisac, except nevertheless the fort called. 


Mortier, lying on the left, and on this side of 


the Rhine. | 


Upon these conditions, which sufficiently 
shew the king’s desire of leaving the empire in 
peace; his majesty desires only for himself the 
restitution of the town of Landau; and for the 
allies the re-establishment of the elector of 
Cologne, in his dominions, benefices, and digr 
nities; referring himself, as to what relates 
to the elector of Bavaria, to what has al- 
ready been mentioned, with respect to that 
prince. - , , 

‘The king expects with impatience the happy 
effects of the application of the queen of Great 
Britain, in contributing to the re-establishment 
of the peace; and his majesty desires with no 
less earnestness a fitting time wherein he may 
give public proofs of his sentiments for that 
princess, 
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| St. James’s Dec. 23; 1712. ' 
The Queen’s Instruction’s tomy Lord Privy 


Seal, and the Earl of Strafford, her Ple- 
nipotentiaries for a General Peace. 


Upon your arrival at Utrecht, you are tu 
begin by concerting with the ‘ministers of our 
allies, in what manner it may be most proper 
toopen the conferences, and what method to 
observe in the progress of the treaty. You 
will upon this, and upon all other dccasions, 
earnestly represent to these ministers, the 
great importance of appearing united; and 
for that reason, recommend to them, that if 
any difference or dispute should arise, thesame. 
should be accommodated amongst yourselves, 
that France may have no hold to break in 
upon you ; but on the contrary, whenever you 
meet the enemies ministers in the congress, 
every opinion that is delivered, and every it 
stance that is made, may be backed by 
the concurrent force of the whole confede- 
racy. 


In order to bring this great work to aspeedy 


issue, and to prevent, as much as possible, any: 
advantage which the enemy miglit take, by a _ 
long negotiation, of dividing the allies, or o 
slackening their preparations for another cam- 
paign, you are to propose, that a time be fixed 
for the conclusion, as was done for the com- 
mencement, of these conferences. 


If it shall be thought proper to begin by the | 


disposition of the Spanish monarchy, you are 
to insist, that the security and reasonable sa- 
tisfaction which the allies expect, and which 
his most christian majesty has promised, cannot 
be obtained, If Spain and the West Indies be 
ajlotted to any branch of the louse of Bourbon : 
and in case the enemy should object, as the im- 
perial ministers have done, That the second 
article of the seven. signed by the Sieur Mes- 
nager, implies, that the duke of Anjou | shall 
continue on the ‘throne of Spain, you are to 
insist that those articles, as far as they extend, 
are indeed binding to France; but that they. 
lay neither us, nor our allies, under any pos- 


sitive obligation ; that they were received only , 


as inducements for opening of conferences ; 
and that an agreement to take measures for 
preventing the crowns of France and Spain‘ 
from being ever united upon one head, cannot 
be constiued by any meansto imply that the. 


latter should remain to the present possession, — 


since by the sixth article ‘of the preliminaries. | 
made in 1709, this very point was insisted 
upon, although in the same preliminaries it was 
agreed, That the duke of Anjou should abans 
don the throne of Spain. In treating therefore 
upon this head, you are to consider, and set- 


tle. in conjunction with our allies, the most — 


effectual measures for preventing the crowns of 
France and Spain. from being ever united upon 
one head; and the conditions which: shall be 
agreed as necessary to this effect, you are pe- 
remptoriy to insist upon. | es 

Whether the great article of the Spanish 


' 
. 


t 
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monarchy shall be in the first place adjusted, 
or whether it shall be thought expedient to 
defer the consideration thereof; you are, in 
behalf of our allies, to demand of France the 
following terms, with such extensions and al- 
terations, as the several parties concerned may, 
be desirous of, and as shall appear just and 
reasonable. And for your better information 
and guidance, as well in respect to these ar- 
ticles, as to others, the several memorials and 
representations which we have received from 
‘divers princes and states, concerning their 


" interests in the treaty of peace, are herewith 


delivered to you. - 

_ In the first place, with respect to the in- 
terests of our good brother the emperor, and of 
the empire, you are to insist, that the town 


‘and citadel of Strasbourg be restored to them 


in the same condition they are at present, 
together with the fort of Kebl, and the de- 
pendencies thereof, situated on both sides of 
the Rhine, without the repayment of any de- 
mand of charges under any pretext whatsoever, 
with one hundred pieces of brass cannon, ot 
different sizes, and ainmunition in proportion. 
That the said town of Strasbourg be likewise 
restored to the rank, prerogatives, and privi- 
leges, ofan imperial city; and do enjoy the 
same in such manner as they were enjoyed 
before it was brought under the dominion of 
his most christian majesty, both in ecclesiasti- 
cal and civil rights; and you are to demand, 
that the said town and forts be effectually 
evacuated in such time and such manner, as 
shal] be agreed upon by you in concert with 
our allies.. | | 

You are further to insist, that the town of 
Brisac, with its territory, be restored to his 
Imperial majesty, and the house of Austria, 
with all the cannon, artillery, and ammunition 
that are therein, to be held and enjoyed by his 
said imperial majesty, in such manner as he 
ought to have held and enjoyed the same, pur- 
suant to the treaty of Ryswick. © 

You are to endeavour to procure, that- his 
most christian majesty may hereafter have the 
possession of Alsatia, in such wise only as ap- 
pears to be according to the literal sense of the 
treaty of Westphalia, and by virtue thereof, 
that he be Contented with the right of prefec- 
ture over the ten imperial cites, lying in the 


~ said country of Alsatia, without extending the 


~ 


said right to the prejudice of the prerogatives, 
rights, and privileges, which belong to them, as 
to other free cities of the empire ; but that 
his said most christian majesty may enjoy the 
nforesaid right, together with the prerogatives, 
revenues, and demains, in hke manner as he 
ought to have enjoyed them at the time of the 
conclusion of the treaty abovementioned. 
You are to demand, that the fortifications of 
the said ten towns be put in thesame condition 
they were in at the time aforesaid, except the 
town of Landau; the possession and propriety 
whereof you are to procure to the emperor 
nd the empire, with liberty to demolish the 
rtifications of that place, if they shall thigk fit. 
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You are likewise to insist, that his ‘most 
christian majesty in pursuance of the said 
treaty of Westphalia, do cause to be demo- 
lished in such time as shall be agteed on, and 
at his own expence, the fortresses, which he 
has at present on the Rhine, from Basse to 
Philipsburg, namely, Hunningen, New Brisac, 
and fort Louis, with the works belonging to 
the said fort, on both sides the Rhine, without 
evér rebuiJding the same. oy 

You are further to demand, that the town 
and fortress of Rhinfelt, with its dependencies, 
be put into the hands of our good cousin the 
landgrave of Hesse Castle, until that matter 
be otherwise settled. 

The clause inserted in the fourth article of 
the treaty of Ryswick, relating to religion, 
being contrary to the honour of the treaty of 
Westptrlia: you are accordingly to insist, 
that the same he revoked and annulled, and 
that the state of religion in Germany be re 
stored to the tenour of the treaty of Westpha- 
lia aforesaid. 

You are likewise to insist, that his most 
christian majesty do acknowledge our good 
bruther the king of Prussia in that quality : 
and that he do promise not to give to his said 
Prussian majesty, any disturbance in the -pos- 
session of the principality of Neufchatel, and 
of the county of Valengin: and that hedo re- 
store the principality of Orange, to those to 
whorn it shall appear by law to appertain, and 
such other estates as did belong to our late 
dear brother king William, the Third, which 
are now in the hands of France. 

Your are also to deinand the acknowledging 
of the electorate, which has been erected in 
favour of the duke of Hanover, now elector of 
Brunswick and Lunenburg. 

And if any difficulty shall arise, concerning 
the tine of acknowledging his Prussian majesty, 
and the elector of Hanover, the ministers of - 
France insisting not to do it untilthe peace be 
signed; and the ministers of these princes, in- 
sisting to be received as the ministers of a 
crowned head, and of an elector, at the first 
opening of the congress, you are in such case, 
to endeavour by some expedient to reconcile 
the dispute. You may in the first plase pro- 
pose, that the several ministers should confer, 
and treat together, without exchanging or pro- 
ducing their full powers, until they come to con- — 
cludeand sign : you may in the next place offer, 
that the full powers of the Prussian, and 
Hanover ministers be: accepted with a decla- 
ration, that this shall be of no consequence, 
unless the general peace ensue: thirdly, you 
may endeavour to terminate the difference, by 
pressing to have the full powers of all the mi- 
Nisters put into the hands of such plenipo- 
tentiaries, as shall be agreed upon by the parties 
present. : | 

Asto our good brother the king of Portugal, 
yi are to insist that he have and enjoy all the 
benefits and advantages granted to him by the 
treaties made between us, our allies, and his 
said majesty. 
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As to what relates to the particular interests 
of our good friends. and allies, the States Ge- 
-neral, you-are to insist that the most christian 
king do yield, towards forming a sufficient bar- 
rier to them, Furnes, Fort Knock, Menin, 
Tpres, Lisle, Tournay, Conde, Valenciennes, 
and Maubeuge, as likewise Douay, Bethune, 
Aire, St. Venants, and Bouchain, with their se- 
veral dependencies, and the cannon, and ar- 
tillery, and ammunition, now being in such of 


the abovesaid towns as arestillin the hands of 


the French, to be garisoned in such manner as 
is or shall be agreed on between us, and the 
said States General, or cthers concerned. You 
are further to insist on that head, that his most 
christian majesty do restore all the towns, 
forts, and places, belonging to Spain, which he 
at present possesses, or has been in possession 
of, during the course of this war in the Spa- 
nish Low Countries, together with the cannon, 
artillery, and ammunition, now being and re- 


maining therein, to the end, that such part of: 


them that have been, or: shall be thought fit, 
may also be allotted fora barrier to the States 
General. : 

You areto use your utmost endeavours, that 
the tariff of 1664, be granted by France to 
the said States General, with the suppression of 
all other tariffs made since that time; revok- 
ing and anhulling all edicts, declarations, 
and decrees, contrary thereunto; that the ad- 
vantages of the treaty of Ryswick be likewise 
given to the States; and that the exemption of 


fifty pence per tun be allowed to all Dutch ves-. 


sels, trading to the-ports of France. 

_ You are however to take especial care not 
to suffer these articles in favour of the States 
general to’ be concluded, until the treaty of 
succession and barrier b® so explained, as to 
remove those apprehensions which we have as 
to the consequence of it in some points, con- 


' cerning -which you are already instructed, and 


shall hereafter be more fully informed of eur 
pleasure. | 
As to our good brother the duke of Savoy, 
you are to demand that he be put again into 
ossession of the Dutchy of Savoy, county of 
K ice, and all his hereditary countries and 
places yielded to him by the treaties made with 
the emperorand others of the allies; and that 
_his most christian majesty do likewise yield 
to the said duke of Savoy, the towns of Exilles, 
Fenestrelles, and Chaumont, together with the 
valley of Pragelas, and all the tract of land 
lying between Piedmont and mount. Genevre, 
so that the said mountain may serve hereafter 


-- asa barrier between thé kingdom of France 


and the principality of Piedmont. 

When the barrier of our gvod friends and 
allies the States General shall be under consi- 
deration, or at any other time which in the 
course of this negotiation shall to you appear 


_ Myost proper, you are to press the explaining, 


extending, and settling the sixth article signed 
by the Sieur Mesnager, which relates to the 
demolition of Dunkirk. 
As to our own interests, you are §o be parti- 
Vor, VIL, : . 


~ 
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cularly attentive to them in the whole course 
of this negotiation, to make use of every ac- 
cident which may happen, and of every oc- 
casion which the several allies may have of 
our assistance, in order to promote and secure 
the same with each of them. - | 
“Whereas by the treaty of barrier, the com- 


‘merce of' these our kingdoms to the Spanish: 


Netherlands, and to such places as by virtue 
of ‘the said treaty accrue to the States Gener«], 
is exposed to be lost, or at least to become 
precarious: and whereas the Siear Buys, theie’ 
envoy extraordinary to us, has himself acknow- 
leged the reasonableness of our apprehensions, 
and the justice there is that we should be se- 
cured against any prejadice, which we have 
reason to fear may arise to us frum those great 
accessions which they have, at the expence of ' 
the blood and treasure of our subjects, acqtfired. 

You are therefore at the same time as you 
use your endeavours with the enemy, and: such 
ef the allies as may be concerned therein to 
procure to the states general the effect of the 
aforesaid treaty, to insist that Nietport, Den- 
dermonde, the castle of Ghent, and such other’ 
places as may rather appear to be a harrier 
against us, than against France, be either not 
put into the hands of the Dutch, or that such 
expedients be found for the doing thereof, as 
may secure the ingress and egress of our sub- 


jects in all the Low Countries, as fully and ef- 
| fectually as if the said barrier had not been 


granted to the states general. a 
he seventh article of the barrier treaty 
giving a power to the states’ general, in case of 
an apparent attack, or of war, toput so many 
troops as they shall judge necessary into all 
the towns, places, and forts of the Low Coun- 
tries, you are to endeavour to have this articlé 
so explained, as to be understood for the ‘future 
only of an attack from, or of a war with 
France, since nothing can be niore Unreasona- 
ble, than to leave it in the power’ of the states 
general to make use of the ten provinces 
against those to whom the sovereignty of these 


provinces may belong, or against the British | 


nation. 

It must be your further care, that a special 
provision be made that our subjects may not 
suffer in their commerce by any omission in the. 
fifteenth article of the said barrier treaty, and 
that it be expressly stipulated that the subjects 
of these our kingdoms shall trade as free, with 
the same advantages and privileges, and under — 
the same impositions and no other, as they 
used to-do when those places were in the 
hands of France or Spain, or as the suljects of 
the states general themselves have done, of 
shall at any time hereafter do. ~ - : 

Pursuant to what is beforementioned, you 
are to make these instances, and such others 


as shall be hereafter directed upon these !ieads, 


wherein the interests of our kingdoms, and of 
the dominions of theStates General may inter- 
fere, at such time and in such manner, that our 
satisfaction may go hand in hasd with the sete 
tlement of their barrier. 


(1) 
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You are to insist, that the most christian 
king do not only in the plainest and strongest 
terms, acknowledge the succession to the crown 
of these our kingdoms, as the same is limited 
by law to the house of Hanover; but also the 
person pretending a right thereunto shall be 
iminediately obliged to retire outof the do- 
minions cf France, and that his most christian 
majesty shall further promise and engage, for 
himself, his heirs and successors, never to ac- 
know.edge any person to be king or queen of 
these realins besides ourself, and such as shall 
succecd to us by virtue of the acts of settle- 
ment: now in force. 3 

You are to demand that a treaty of com- 
merce way be as soon as possible commenced 
between us and France; and that in the mean 
time such points may be settled as shall appear 
neccssury to prevent the duubts and difficulties 
which way otherwise arise in the future nego- 
tiation of this matter, 

The joint possession of the Island of St. 
Christopher, having been the occasion of fre- 
quent disputes between our subjects und those 
of the most christian king as well as of the 
effusion of much blood, you are to demand and 


Ansist, that the right to and possession of the 


said island do for the future remain to us, and 


that the most christian king do renounce all 


right, title, claim, or interest, which he or any 


of his subjects may have or pretend to have, to 


or in the said island, or any part thereof. 

As to our interests in the North parts of 
America, youare to he particularly careful, 
agd to demand in the first place the restitution 
of the bay and streights of Hudson, together 
with such further security for the trade and 
recompence for the losses of this company, as 
you shall be able to obtain. 

You are in the next place to insist, that Pla- 
centia and the whole island of Newfoundland 
‘be yielded to us by the French. | 

Thirdly, you are to demand that his most 
christian majesty shall quit all claim or title, 
by virtue of any farmer treaty or otherwise, to 
the country called Nova Scotia, and expressly to 
Port Royal, otherwise Anapolis Royal, whichis 
now in oul pussession. at 

You are, in the fourth place, to endeavour 
inthe best manner you possibly can, to de- 


scribe and fix the bounds of the British and 


French settlements in these parts. 

Besides those advantages and _ privileges, 
which, by virtue of any former treaty or agree- 
ment, our subjects are intitled to in any part of 
the dominions of the Spanish monarchy, you 


_ are to insist in the future treaty upon the fol- 


4 


Jowing articles. | 

First, that Gibraltar and Port Mahon, with 
the island of Minorca, be for the future an- 
nexed to the crown of these realms. 

Secondiy, that the contract called the As- 
siento for furnishing slaves to the Spanish West 
Indies be made tor the term of thirty years, 
with such of our subjects as shall be by us no- 
minated and appointed, who shall enjoy all 
the prerogatives, privileges, and advantages 
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which were yielded tothe French by a contract 
made with them inthe year 1702, or which 
shall appear necessary and reasonabie; parti- 
cularly you are to insist, that some extent of 
ground on the river Plate may be assigned, 
upon which our subjects may nat only refresh 
their negroes, but keep them‘in security until 
they shall be disposed of to the Spaniards. 

Thirdly, you are to take care that a general 
article be inserted, by virtue whereof all ad- 
vantages, rights and privileges, which bave 
been granted, or which may hereafter be grant- 
ed, by Spain, to the subjects of any uation 
whatsoever, shall bein like manner granted to 
the subjects of Great Britain. | 

Fourthly, in settling the trade of our subjects 
to the Spanish dominions, you are to endea- 
vour to obtain such exemptions of duties upon 
all goods and merchandizes of the product or 
manufacture of these kingdoms, as shall amount 
to an advantage of at least 15/. per cent. 

You have herewith delivered to you such pro« 
posals and observations, relating to our interests 
in commerce, as have been prepared and made. 
by our commissioners for trade and plantations ; 
together with the petitions and representations 
of our Turkey and East India companies, and 
of other our subjects; of all which, and of 
such others as shall hereafter be transmitted to 
you, you areto make the best use you shall he 
able for the relief of our subjects, and for the 
improvement of commerce. 

And whereas we have directed a state to be 
prepared of such demands as we may justly 
make, not ouly on account of the expences 
which we have been at for our good friends — 
and allies the States General, but also on ac-~ 
count of those immense sums which we have. 
furnished for the use of our good brother the 
emperor you are hereby required, as soon as 
this state shall be transmitted to you, to insist. 
upon satisfaction for as much as shall thereby 
appear to be due tous. | 

And whereas we think ourselves obliged on 
all occasian to exert our zeal in behalf of the 
Protestant religion and interest, we cannot con- 
clude these our instructions without directing 
you to concert with the ministers of the States 
General and our other Protestant allies, the most 
proper and effectual methods for restoring to 
their reliyious and civil rights the Protestants of 
France, and particularly for the immediate 
relief of such as may at this time be in the 
gallies. ae 

Our will and pleasure is, in the last place, 
that youdo from time to time observe and fole 
low such further instructions and directions as 


| you shall receive from us or one of our princi- 


pal secretaries of state, with whom you are 
constantly tu correspond, and give us, by. him, 
an account of all your proceedings in these im- 
portant affairs, and of allother material oc- 
currences, which may come to your. knowledge, 
during the course of this your employment for 
our service abroad, A. 


= 


Py es RR EE cat Leal 


fo OS) ae UL EC e 


~ 


CXXXI): 


No. 13. 


A Specific Exptanarion of the Offers of France 


for a General Peace, tothe Satisfaction 
of \all the Powers interested in the present 
war. Delivered February 11, 1712. 


The king will acknowledge, at the signing 


the peace, the queen of Great Britain, in that. 


- quality, as well as the succession to that crown, 
according to the present establishment, and in 
the manner the most agreeable to her Britannic 
majesty. 

His majesty will cause all the fortifications 
of Dunkirk to be demolished immediately after 
the peace, having an equivalent to his satisfac- 


' Qion, 


The Island of St. Christopher’ s, the bay and 
streights of Hudson, shall be yielded intirely 
to Great Britain, in like manner Acadie, with 
its fort and fort royal, shall be intirely restored 
.to his majesty. 

As to Newfoundland, the king offers to yield 


At again to,Great Britain, reserving‘ to himself | 


only the fort of Placentia, and. the right of 
ishing and drying of cod-fish, as before the 
“war. 

He will agree to make a'treaty of commerce 


- before or after the peace, at the choice of 


, England, of which .the conditions between 
the two uations shall be made as equal as pos- 


~ gible. ° 


The king ‘will consent, at the signing the 
“peace, that the Spanish Low Countries yielded 
to the elector of Bavaria by the king of Spain, 


shall serve as a barrier tothe United Provinces ; 


and tu colarge it, he will add thereto Furnes 
_and its district, Knock, Ipres and its district, 
“Menin and its district. In exchange his majesty 
demands for forming the barrier of France, 


Ajre, St. Venant, Douay, Bouchain, and their |. 


dependencies. 
If thé States General will keep garrisons in 


_the strong places of the barrier thus formed 


from the countries yielded to his electoral high- 
ness, and from what France shall add thereto, 
his majesty consents that they may put therein 
‘their troops in as great number as they please: 
_and furtber, that they be maintained at the 
charge of the eountry. 

For this cession and consent, the king on his 
“pert demands, for the equivalent of the demo-. 
lition of Dunkirk, the cities and citadels of 
* Lille and.Yournay, with their chastellenies and- 
dependancies. 

The barrier thus regulated betweeh ‘France 
and the States General, the king will agree to 
augment the ‘commerce of their subjects, 
which is stipulated by the treaty of Ryswick 
and the advantageous tariff. of 1664, excepting 
only six sorts of merchandize, of which it, shall 
be agreed, and which shall remain charged 
with the same duties as they now pay, together 
“with the exemption of fifty sols per tun, upon 
‘the Dutch ships coming into France from the, 
united provinces, and from foreign countries. 

As to the commerce of Spain and the I ndi¢s, 

a a : 
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the king will promise, not only to the States 


General, but also to Great Britain and to alk’ 


the other powers, by virtue of an authority 
which he has for that purpose,that the com- 
merce shall be made exactly and intirely after 
the same manner that it was made under the 


‘reign, and until the death, of Charles the se- 


cond, and will promise, that the French ‘shall 
be subj ect, as well as all other nations, to the 


_ anciént laws and rulés made by the kings, pres 


decessors of his catholic majesty, in relation to - 


the commerce and pavigation of the Spanish 
Indies. 

His majesty further consents, that all the 
powers of Europe shall enter into a guaranty af 
this promise. 

His majesty promises, that - the king ‘his 
grandson shall renounce, for the good of the 
peace, all his pretension to the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sardinia, as well as to the dutchy 
of Milan, which he will consent in the same 
name, that the part yielded, to the duke of 
Savoy do remain to his royal highness; pro- 
vided that for this cesson the house of Austria 
shall likewise desist from all pretension upon 


the other parts of the monarchy of Spain, from - 


whence it shall draw its troops immediately 
after the peace. 
The frontiers of both sides upon the Rhine, 


shall be put in the same state as they were 
before the present war. : 


For all these conditions above-mentidned 
the king demands, that the electors of Cologn 
and Bavaria be re-established in the full and 


intire possession of their estates, dignities, pre-- 


rogatives, goods ,moveable and immoveable, 
which they enjoyed before the present war ; 
and his majesty will reciprocally acknowledge in 
Germany and in Prussia, all the titles which to 
this time he has not acknowledged. 

The king shall restore to the duke of Savoy 
what he hath taken from him.durity. this war ; 


in like manner his royal highness shall restore 


to him what he hath taken from France, so that 


the bounds on both sides shall be the same. 


as they were before the declaration of'war. 


‘All things in Portugal shall be re-established | 


and remain. upon the same foot in Europe as 


they were before the present war, as well in 


regard to France as Spain: and as to the dos 
minions which. are in America, if there be any 
difference to regulate, endeavours will be used 
to agree it amicably. |. 

The king will voluntarily and bond fide con- 
sent, to concert with the allies the most just 
measures: whatever 'to hinder the crowns of 


France and Spain. from being ever reunited . 


upon one and the same head; that is to say, 
sn one prince be at t the same time king of 
oth. 

Allthe precedent treaties, that i is to say, those 
of Munster, and the following ones, shall he rae 
tified and confirmed, to remain in their force 
and vigour, excepting only those articles from 
which the treaty of peace now ta be made, 
sball have derogated or changed any thing. 
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No. 14. 


‘ Eords Plenipotentiaries to Mr. Secretary St. 
_ John, March 6, 1712. 


Extract. 

The conference in order to communicate our 
several demands, was held yesterday; and all 
produced theirs, except the imperial ministers, 

‘who having but then received their courier from 
Vienna, desired time to prepare theirs. At 
‘this latter meeting count Zinzendorff insisted 
-with great earnestness that each ually should in 
their several demands, make express mention 
of, and insist upon the restitution of the whole 
monarchy of Spain, that having been the great 
object of the war; the minister of Portugal 
‘joined in this.requisition ; after a long silence 
count Zinzendorff pressed us and the Dutch to 
explain ourselves: We said, her majesty had 
thought it most proper each ally should make 
‘their own demands, and a general clause to 
support each other in obtaining a just and rea- 
souable satisfaction was sufficient, especially 
.. since the words, ‘ en conformité de ses alli- 
ances,’ were in it: This we remained by. _ 
The Dutch, being again pressed in like man- 
- mer, retired; andafter a long debate among 
themselves, being returned, spoke to the same 
. purpose we had done; adding that Spain and 
the Indies ought to be demanded by those it 
immediately concerned; and Mr. Buys rea- 
-goned very much at large, that the method we 
_ had put things in, could -not suffer it to be 
otherwise. Count Zinzendorff and his col- 
league parted with great discontent; the former 
saying with much concern, This would be a 
fatal day for the grand alliance, &c. Here we 
thought this dispute had ended: but this morn- 
ing the Dutch plenipotentiaries desired we would 
come to the town house a little before the tine 
of meeting; those of France being come, they 
ressed us with the necessity of giving count 
P onendorff some content, and at last declared 
they were resolved to do it: accordingly coming 
into the room where the allies ministers mect, 
they said, That since they perceived the argu- 
ments they used last night had not given con- 
‘tent, they had now thought fit to go further, 
and accordingly declared the States General 
were resslved to make good all their treaties 
made on occasion of this war, as well those that 
related to Spain and the Indies, as those made 
with Portugal, Prussia, Savoy, and others. 
Upon. this we immediately went to the con- 
‘ference with the French, to deliver our several 
demands; while we were there, we considered 
- the disadvantageous consequences of being the 
only ministers that did not make any mention 
at all of Spain and the Indies, even at our con- 
ferences among ourselves, and thought it might 
be proper to say something to take off that 
odium ; wherefore, being returned to the apart- 
ment of the allies, lord privy seal said, We are 
‘unwilling to speak more than we had done, till 
‘after we had gjven in our demands to France, 
because we could not see but the mentioning 
any one specially in our demands, would na- 
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turally have drawn on the mention of more; 
but at present, to give the satisfaction so earne 
estly desired, we owned, that as her majesty » 
insists for.a just.and reasonable satisfaction for 
all ber allies in conformity to ber alliances, 
those alliances that may concerr Spajn and the 
Indies, are understood thereby as others that 
concern the interests of the rest of the allies, 
We humbly hope what was said by lord privy. 
seal on this occasion will not be found contrary 
to what has hitherto been declared; and that 
as it goes no further than to just and reasons 
able, it does not import any new-ebligation. _ 
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No. 18. 


The Answer tq the Memorial brought by M. 
Gaultier, March 23, 1712. March 28, 1712, 


Extract. 

The last article of the memorial certainly. 
requires much discussion, and to be maturely 
examined: the matter is so important that one 
ought to depend upon the first views and 
conceptions of: it; the more ‘specious they 
are, the more dangerous it is to be misled by a 
persuasion of their being easily executed. 

France can never consent to become a pro» 
vince of Spain, and Spain will likewise think 
the same in respect to France; it is therefore 
our business to take solid measures to hinder 
the union of the two monarchies ; but we sbould 
absolutely depart from the end proposed, ‘and 
should fall into infinite misfortunes, worse, if it 
be possible, than what we would unanimously 
avoid, if we act contrary, to the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom. - 

According to these laws the most near prince 
to the crown is of necessity the heir thereto ; ’tis 
an inheritance that he receives neither from 
the king his predecessor, nor from the people, 
but from the benefit of the law: so that when 
one king dies, the other suceeeds him forthe 
with, without asking the consent of any person 
whatsoever. He succeeds not. as heir, but a8 
the master of the kingdom, the seignory where- 
of belongs unto him, not by choice, but by 
right of birth only. - 

He is not beholden for his crown, either to 
the will of his prececesspr, or to any edict, nor 
to any decree, nor to the liberality of any per- 
son, but to the law. This law is looked upon 
as the work of lim who hath established all mo- _ 
narchies, and we are persuaded in France, that 
God only can abolish it, - 


No. 16. | 
Waitewatt, March 23, 1711. V.S 
+ Mr. Secretary St. Jchn to M. de Torcy. 


Sir; I was answering your letter of the 20th 
of this month, N. S. the day before yesterdays 
when a courier brought me that of the 28th, 
with a memorial of the same date. | 

The queen believes Mr. Gaultier will have 
given you satisfaction upon the points costal 


w 
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-ed in the first, and her majesty has commanded 
me, without. loss of time, to communicate to 
you her sentiments, in regard to the article of 
the union of the two monarchies, upon which 
your last dispatch generally run. 

The facilities-which have been received from 
hence, for the conclusion of a general peace, 
have been expecied from the queen, or than 
any other power could have contributed. | The 
first motive that her majesty had to make all 
these steps, has been a firm trust, founded upon 
the so often repeated assurances, on the part 
of his most christian majesty, that he would 
‘consent to take all the measures necessary to 
hinder for ever, that union of so ill consequence 
to all Europe. ge, 

The expedient that Mr. Gaultier has been 
instructed to propose, is the only one which 
seems to the queen capable of giving the least 
hope of preventing this inconveniency; and her 
-majesty observes, that the proposition contain-: 
“ed in your. memorial, does but confirm and’ 
make the queen and her allies parties to a plan’ 
which has been, and which is now more than 
ever, the object of their fears. : 

It is not necessary that-I should enter into 
the particulars of the objections upon which 
‘we might insist. You are, sir, of teo cleara 
-genius not to see them in their whole extent and 
-force. The queen relies too much upon the 
equity of the king your master, and the sincere 
desire he has always shewn for a general peace, 
‘to be capable of imagining, that he will require 
her to content herself with a surety of so little. 
-solidity as that proposed in the memorial; or 
that she should suffer that the case might hap- 
‘pen, that he that shall be in possession of the 
‘crown of Spain, should have the right to suc- 
ceed to the crown of France: Who would 

’ then assure us that this prince would not make 
use of his power to keep the one, and to acquire 
the other, rather than shew a moderation with- 
out example? a: c~ * 

We are ready to believe that you are per- 
‘uaded in France, that God alone can abolish 
that Jaw upon which your right of succession is 
founded ; bnt you will give us leave to be per- 
suaded in Great Britain, that a prince may de- 
‘part from his right by a voluntary cession, and 
‘that he, in favour of whom that renunciation is 
made, may be justly supported in his preten- 
‘sions, by the powers which become guaranties 
‘of the treaty. . 

In short, sir, the queen commands me to tell 
ou, that this article is of so great cotsequence, 
as well for herself as for the rest of Europe, for 
this present age, as for posterity, that she will 
Never agree’ to continue the negotiations of 
Sea at the expedient she has proposed 
‘be accepted, or some other equally solid. 

I dispatch, however, & courier to the lords 
‘fplenipotentiaries, to communicate to them the 
queen’s orders upon this subject ; and I must 
tell you they cannot accept of any plan for a 
general peace, as reasonable as it may be in 
-other respects, if they do not recdive satisfaction 
upon the means to hinder this union, 
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Ft would be.in effect, building upon the sand, 
taking unnecessarily many precautions to make 
a peace, and not have prevented a danger sp 
great and so probable as this. 

We see with a great deal of satisfaction, that 
you wish this new proposition should be looked 
on only as a first thought: let us do what we 
can on éach side, that our second thoughts 
may nearer meet; and let.us not leave imper- 
fect a work which hath been so advanced, 
spight of that vigorous and general oppo- 
sition. | } | 

1 am rejoiced that the king has been pleased 
to recompence the services of M. Gaultier, by 
giving him an abbey. - He will not fail to be 
useful at Utreéht, and what is certain, he will 
find the queen’s ministers in the disposition to 
shorten the negociation, I beg you would be 
persuaded that I am, &c. | 


‘No. 17. . ; 
M. Torcy to Mr. St. John, April 8, 1712. 


I received by the courier, returned from 
London, the letters you honoured me with 
of the 23rd, and 24th March O.S. and ob- 
served, with a great deal of pleasure, in the last, _ 
that you thought the conditions of the treaty of 
peace would be soon adiusted to common sae - 
tisfaction, if the means of preventing the re- 
union of the monarchies of France and Spaie 
could be settled and agreed on. 

I believe, sir, that it cannot be rmpossible te. 
find out an expedient which all Europe # - 
equally concerned to settle; and since you do 
not altogether stick at that which Mr. Gaultier 
proposed to me on your part, I hope second 
thoughts upon this matter may prove more | 
successful than the first. Ifit is not yet intirely 
to your satisfaction, be pleased to communicate 
to me what may be added to it, or rather taken 
from it. In short, let us labour earnestly, and 
without prevention, fur the conclusion of a 
work of so great importance as that of the 
peace, | 

As the principal difficulty which still opposes 
the conclusion of it, is the trouble to find suf- 
ficient security to prevent the dangerous re~ 
union of the monarchies of France and Spain, 


the king proposes to consent By the treaty of 


peace, of which all the powers of Europe shall 
be guarantees, that if ever the king ot Spain, 
Philip V. or the prince his son, or any of their 
children, who shall succeed them to the king- 
dom of Spain, becomes either the next and pre- 
sumptive Leir, or the successor of the crown of 
France, and prefers it to the crown of Spain, 
that of Spain shall belong of full right to the 
prince whom they shall fx upon by the same 
treaty to possess it; that not only king Philip 
shall sign and ratify this condition of the treaty, 
but moreover, that all the powers of Europe 
shall enter into an engagement with France, to 
maintain this article: so that if the prince of 
the House of France, that shall reign in Spain, 
has a mind to assert his right to the crown of 
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France in the manner I just now observed, he ) confirmed by the Cortes, or States, of the king- 


shall be obliged to renounce his own right, and 

that of his.descendants, to the crown of Spain, 

_. to depart from thence and to go to France with 
* all his children, princes, and princesses. 

‘That if he prefers the crown of Spain to that 
of France, or the quality of heir and immediate 
.successor to the crown of France, he shall be 
obliged to renounce, in favour of the line which 
shall follow nearest his own; and which shall 
Femain in France, his own right, and that of his 
children, to the said crown of France: So that, 
in this case, the catholic king, or he that should 
reign in his stead, should have the choice-as 
being eldest ; but he cannot possess. the two 
monarchies together, or inherit that-of France, 
and leave Spain to one of his children. 

If you should ask, sir, what precaution must 
be taken to settle sucb a renunciation as J have 
laid before you, as being contrary to the order 
established in France for the succession ‘to 
the crown, I answer, first, That there is no room 


to suppose that the king of Spain would’ pre- J. 


fer the crown of Spain to that of his forefathers, 


for a thousand reasons easy to comprehend, and 


too tedious to lay down. 

Secondly, That if he was so ill advised to 
make such a choice, the securest precaution 
would be what you insinuate in one of the let- 
ters you honoured me with, viz. a solemn en- 
gagement which all the powers of Europe 
should enter into by the treaty of peace, to 
maintain a disposition made with a view of 
préservmg the general hberty and repose of 
Europe. 7 , 
. Since the clause of the will of the late king 
of Spain, Charles IT. which appoints the duke 
of Berry, appears rather a new obstacle to the 
‘peace, than an expedient capable of preventing 
the unton of the two monarchies, it seems ne- 
.cessary to consent ‘that the king of Portugal 
possess himself of the crown of Spain, as soon 
as the king of Spain should be called to the 
succession of France, and should prefer it to 
the crown of Spain. a 

The marriage of the king of Portugal with a 
princess of the House of Austria, would coun- 
Zenance the disposition to be made in favour 
of this prince; but if it be not convenient to 
think a him to be king of Spain, they may, 
on the same foundation, choose that Prince 
who would marry one of the archdutchesses 
daughters of the emperor Joseph. ’ 
_ In short, the duke of Savoy, being nominated 


’ 


by the wills of the late kings of Spain, in de-, 


fault of the house of Austria, he may likewise 
‘be chosen : but as a king of Spain, master both 
of Piedmont and Savoy, would be a dangerous 


neighbour to France; the king would find bim-’ 


self obliged to demand for a barrier, not only 
the restitutién of Exilles and Fenestrelles, 
but even the cession of Savoy and the county 
of Nice. , 
To settle more firmly the tranquillity of Eu- 
Tope, it may be agreed upon by the treaty of 
peace, that tle measures taken to prevent the 
Bnion of the two monarchies be received'and 


doms of Spain. . 

I wish, Sir, this plau may be agreeable to the 
intentions and sentiments of the queen of Great 
Britain ; and I cannot but hope so, since itis 
your own thought to guaranty the renunciations 
by the powers who shall sign the treaty of 
peace; and no better care can certainly be 
taken to confirm the validity.of these acts, than 
stipulate them. by a solemn treaty, of which all 
Europe i$ concerned to back the execution. 

The king orders me to acquaint his. plenipo- 
tentiaries of what I have the honour to write 
to you , and I hope, Sir, that the good under- 
standing abd correspondeace hetween his ina- 
Jesty and the queen of Great Britain, will daily 
encrease in such a manner, that the enemies 
to the peace shall have no room to triumph. 
Yuu willhave the pleasure to silence such as 
are so; andI desire no-less the satisfaction of 
finding opportunities to assure you how truly I 
am, &c. De Torcy. 


». No. 18. ; 
Mr. St. John to M. de Torcy. April 6, 1712. 


I answer now the letter which you did me 
the honour to write to me the. 8th instant, 
N.S. and which I received by the same mes 
senger who brought me your former. . 

Be assured, Sir, that we will go on vigorously 
and without prevention, in accomplisting the © 
great work of the peace ; the conditions where- 
of will soon be settled to the common. satisfac. 
tion, provided we agree on ‘the means to pre- 
vent the union of the two monarchies of France 
and Spain. You see, Sir, [ am still of the same 
opinion. Me ag 

Each of our allies has his own private ends; 
they are not at all perhaps limited within the 
bounds of reason; there are several, besides 
inconsistent one with another. It is not ne- 
cessary these points should be so strictly taken 
notice of ;, and: reciprocal condescensions will 
not fail.reducing all these differences to a just 
and reasonable medium. But the article con- 
cerning the union of the two monarchies, is of 
that nature and importance, that the least 
false step in it cannot but prove fatal; and 
all the advantages that could possibly be sti- 
pulated would be paid for too dearly, in ac- 
cepting of an expedient too weak to obviate £0 
real a danger. A ae 

I must confess, Sir, that second notions prove 
better than the first; and that they clear up 
many difficulties, at the same time that they 
dissipate most of our apprehensions. To avoid 
all equivocation, and to.prevent the least mis- 
understanding on so nicea subject, you will give 
me leave'to explain in what sense her majesty 
takes the words you make use of, and the 
scheme you offer by the king’s order. You 
propose then, that the prince, who at present 
reigns in Spain, shall not wait according to your 
former, plan, that the crown of France falls to 
him, for tq chogse which of the two he likes 


\ 
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best ; but that as soon as he becomes either im- 
mediate successor of the crown of France or 
presumptive heir, he will be obliged to declare 
his choice; and you settle the same rule for his 
issue. . 

‘Now, Sir, the queen thinks.the objection 
which has been made to your former proposition 
may, im some measure, take place as concern- 
ing this: for in either of the two cases you lay 
down, how will Europe be certain that such a 
choice will be made? AH the powers, you 
say, will be guarantees of that convention ; 
such a guaranty indeed may form a grand al- 
liance, to wage war against the prince who 
will offer to break the conditions of the treaty : 
bat we seek the means rather to prevent than 
support new wars. 

_ Finally, Sir, must not one confess that there 


- gppears no expedient effectuily able to. secure 


_& 


Europe from the dangers wherewith it is threat- 
ened, by the union of the two monarchies, un- 
less the prince, who at present is in possession 
of Spain, makes his choice at this very insiant ; 
and unless, according to that choice, the order 
of the two successions be settled inthe general 
treaty of peace? 


Her majesty remarks with very great plea- 


gure, that this plan does not much ditier from 
that which his most christian majesty hos caused 
to be com:nunicated to her, Let us, in the 
first place, argue, if you please, on the. suppo- 
sition, that the above mentioned prince will 
chuse the crown of his ancestors preferably to 
that of Spain. - ; 
There is in nature but one case alone, that 


_tmay happen to render our propagal less advan- 


tayeous to him than yours. a 
Pardon me, Sir, if I make two suppositions 


. very disagreeable, but, necessary for the better 


understanding the question: we are examining 
if the young dauphin should chance to die, the 
prince we are talking of would be immediate 
successor of the crown of France; in this case 
then he can lose nothing in choosing the crown 
of France now aforehand. - _ 

- His most christian majesty (whom God pre- 
serve fur many years) happening to die, the 
same prince would be presumptive heir of the 
crown of France. In this case, how should he he 
a loser, in making bis choice as the queen de- 
sires? Can it be said he runs the hazard to quit 
Spain, without gaining France? You see, Sir, 
he would be exposed tu the same inconveniency 
by your own scheme. Froin all that I have 


__ said, the queen’s opinion is, Sir, that it follows, 


it will equally be advantageous to the prince 


now in question, to chuse the crown.of France 


at present, or to do it in any of the two cir- 
‘cumnstances set duwn in your letter; . and you 
will be doubtless convinced, that the security 
of Europe will be established infinitely better 
one way than the other. 

If we argue on the supposition that this prince 
will chuse. the crown -of Spain, it is beyond 
dispute, inthe first place, that it is much better 
for him aad for-us, that this declaration should 


be made during the congress at Utrecht, than 
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at any other time. Secondly, that the guarantee | 
of the powers of Europe will be much abler to 
prevent his return -to France, contrary to the 


‘formal renunciation that he shall have made of _ 


this right, than to force him to quit a crown, 
whereof he will be.in possession, and to de- 
part from a pretension which he has not re-. 
nounced. 

I have as clearly as possible, laid before 
your eyes, Sir, the queen’s thoughts on the con- 
tents of your last letter: her majesty seeks but | 
the common safety; the, most cbristian king 
has the same views. ‘In God’s name, to be 
over-nice in the negotiation, let us not lose 
those benefits which we are ready to reap, | 
Let the king your master, and the queen my 
mistress, share in the glory of giving peace to 
Europe; and let those, who are desirous to 
break the conferences by the events of the 
campaign, find their projects overturned, by the 
speedy conclusion of the treaty. 5.“ 

On one hand, his most christian majesty 
may secure the peaceable possession of the 
crown of Spain to his grandson ; on the other 
hand, he may strengthen the succession of the 
crown of France, for ever prevent, the uyion 


-of the empire with Spaiu, and procure to his 


kingdom very considerable advantages: on 
both sides he may set Europe free from ap- 
prehensions and fears, and perfect a work as 


glorious as that of a definitive, secure and ~ 


lasting peace. =| 

By the letters of Messieurs the plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated the 12th instant, N. S. 1 under- 
stand we are to expect, within a few days, the 
arrival of M. Gaultier; and that he is to bring — 
with him a plan of the general peace which was 
formed at Utrecht. We bope his most christian 
majesty will explain hisoself on that subject, 
after such a manner, as the queen may make 
the necessary declarations to secure the success 
of our negotiations, I will tell you, asa man 
who most sincerely wishes for peace, that the ‘ 
condescensions that may be accepted from the 
queen, depend on the resolution which will be 
taken concerning the grand article of the union ° 
of the two monarchies. I am; &c. | 

Henry Sr. Jouy. 


No. 19. 
M. Torcy to Mr. St. John. April 26, 1712. 


‘They easily agree, Sir, where intentions are 
sincere, and desires equal on both sides to ar- 
rive tothesameend. I observed with a great’ 
deal of satisfaction, by the letter you honoured 
me with of the 6th instant, O. S. that the plan 
I propdsed to you, has cleared several diffi- 
culties, and dissipated many occasions, I 
hope likewise, that the answer you returned in 
it, will perfect.the work begun. we | fee 

According, Sir, to what you writ me, the 
only difference there is between the proposition‘. 
I made to you by the king’s command, and the 
project of the queen, depends entirely on the’ 
time when the king of Spain shall declare the 


8 


\ 


‘ 


» 


_. France is open in his favour, Indeed it will be 


. ofthe general peace, and that it be madea 


the order of the succession, by the treaty of the 
general peace. . 


“which may be drawn from them, are equally 


at present to the Spaniards, that he would 


exitil} . 


choice he intends to make, either to maintain. 


his right to the crown of France, or keep that 


of Spain. 


In my proposition, the making his choice 


was referred to the time,when this prince should 
became either immediate’ successor, or pre- 
sumptive heir, of the crown of France: and 
the same condition was observed in respect of 
his progeny. | . 

Yop observe, Sir, that in deferring till then 
a choice so essential to the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, it cannot be certain that there will be one 
made, if ever such an unhappy occasion should 
happen, that.the guaranty of all the powers, 
who shall be concerned in the treaty, shal 
form a sufficient alliance to declare war to the 
prince who should violate the conditions of the. 
peace : but the end that ought at present to be. 
proposed, is, to hinder the renewing of the war, 
and not to seek means to support those which 
should arise upon this occasion, 

You then conclude, that to prevent the re- 
union of the monarchies of France and Spain 
it is necessary that the catholic kingshould now 
declare his choice, without waiting the unhappy 
event, which we hope will never happen; but 
that it must, in. the mean time, be supposed, 
and care taken, that this choice may establish. 


Your observations, Sir, and the consequences 


just ; the catholic. king must calm the unea- 
siness of Europe, in declaring at present what 
daa he will take, if ever the succession of 


perhaps some uneasiness to him, to declare 


abandon them, and go to France, if one of the 
two cases, which you suppose, should -happen. 
A nation, uncertain of. the master sbe shall 
have, may prove less faithful to him that actu- 
ally reigos; but this inconveniency ought to 
submit to the general goed. Thus, sir, the 
king, approving your proposition, dispatches a 
courier to Spain, and writes, to the king his 


grandson, to let him know the necessity of re-. 


polving on the choice he will make, and declare. 
dt; to the end it may be inserted in the treaty 


condition of it whereof all. Europé shall be gua- 
rantee, eal 

_I hope, Sir, the king of Spain will.conform 
himself to the counsel of the king; but if it 
should happen, what I cannot believe, that he 
will not submit to it, his majesty will take all 
the measures the queen of Great Britain shall 
judge proper, to determine of necessity, and 


even by force, the choice of the king uf Spain,. 
and to secure to Europe the. peace, which at. 


_ present appears so advanced. 


[am confidént there will no occasion be. 
given of coming to such an extremity; but the 
king.is willing 1 should inform you of his reso-: 


Jutivn in this matter, as being anew mark of. 
the sincere and true desire of his majesty, for 
the ready conclusion of a safe and solid peace. 
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Tiook upon it at present very much advanced, 
and. that the principal difficulty, whieh might 
still render it more acceptable, seems removed, 
but in the mean time, we must expect new dif- 
ficulties from those who would willingly break 
the conferences. I believe the best way to 
subvert their designs would. be for the queen of 
Great Britain to propose immediately a suspen- 
sion of arms; for they ground their hopes on the 
event of the campaign. And as!I find, by your 
letter that her Britanuic majesty is disposed to 
make the necessary declarations for establishing 
the suceess of the negotiations, it is my opinion 
that the proposition of a suspension might make 
part of those declarations. ; 

I have detained Mr, Gaultier here some days 
longer than he ought to have staid im expectas 
tion of your auswers, thinking it necessary he 
should be informed of your sentiments before 


he sets out tor England; he will’inform you,. 


Sir, of the king’s intentions.on: the demands of 
your allies. I bape, that as- the most difficult. 
point is now regulated, you will-liave respect 
only to the justice ‘and solidity of the peace; 
and that the queen of Great Britain, acting by 
these great motives, will zive the las¢: marks of: 
the desire she has to establish with the king a 
perfect good correspondence. 2 tage 

I received, Sir, by. the same courier, the. 
letter: you honoured me with of the 11th instant 
O.S. Iam very sorry for the indisposition of: 
my lord treasurer, and: earnestly wish his im- 
mediate recovery. It ss:very reasonable.that. 
those who have had, lke you and him, the 
principal part.in the management of the. peace, 
should: have thg honour to bring it to perfection, 
I hope we shall soon see the success of it, and 
desire you will believe that, at.all times what- 
soever, no oné shall be with greater truth thaw 
Iam, Si, &e.. > - Ds Toror. 

7 No. 20. ; 
Mr. St. John to M.de Torcy. April 29, 171%.. 

Sir; The plan: you proposed, in your letter 
of the 8th of April, appeared to us to remove! 
many difficulties, and dissipate divers causes’ 
of fears; but by reasun of baving misuader-- 
stood the intenttans. of the king, and ill ex- 
plained those of the queen, we now find .our- 
selves farther, than we had hoped, from agrees: | 
ing upon the grand articles of the peace.. 

Itis very true, that the only diterence there 
is between the proposition you made me by the 
king’s order, in the sense we comprehended ity 
and that which I sent you by order ofthe 
queen, relates only to the time when the prince 
in question-shall make his choice, either to pre-' 
serve his right to the crown of France, by re- 
nouncing that of Spain, or to keep that.of 


Spain, by renouncing that of France. But you - 


do not propose therein, Sir, that the execution 
shall accompany the choice, which is absolutely 
necessary to render this peace definitive. 
The abbot Gaultier explains quite otherwise 
the king’s intentions; aad I observe that you 


. 
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suy the pririce, who reigns in Spain, must 
calm the inquietude of Europe by declaring 
now the part he will take, if the succession of 
France is-ever opened in his favour. After this 
manner our great work will not be much ad- 
vanced by the last proposition. 

If we had understoed according to the ex- 
plication that you now give it, you see, sir, 
that we should have fallen intoa very great 
absurdity ; since in rejecting your project, we 
should have drawa up another, against which 
all the objections we made, and which were 
found even in France just and well founded, 
would have equally taken place. For though 
the prince, who reigns in Spain, makes his 
choice from this time, what greater security 
shall Europe have, if the execution of this 
choice is referred to another time ? In offering 
that he shall be obliged to declare his choice 
from this time, you are already agreed that 
neither’ the stipulations of a treaty, nor the 
guarantee of the powers engaged in this war, 
can be capable to secure. that the choice all 
be made; how then can we conclude that they 
can be capable to secure that, when either of 
the cases shall happen that we are with regret 
obliged to foresee, and to suppose, he will quit 
one crown to hold another, according to the 
choice that he shall have made, and which 
shall have been inserted in the treaty of the ge- 
meral peace? . 

‘The queen has often declared that it would 
be impossible for her to. he contented with any 
expedient, which was not very solid, touching 


an article of so great importance as that of the 


ye-union of the two monarchies. Todo other- 
wise, would be to lose the fruits of all the blood 
the allies have spilt in the course of this war; 
at would be atlast to betray the common cause 
of Europe, and to expose the present age, as 
well as these which are to come, to one of 
the greatest dangers that the imagination can 
form. 

Her Majesty sincerely desires the peace, she 
desires it reasonable for France ; but to come 
to this issue, the interest of France must not 
be rendered inconsistent with the general se- 
curity. : 

It must be done so as the time can never 
dappen, in which the same prince shall have 
both the crown of Spain upon his head, and his 
succession open to that of France. 

If this prince of whom we speak is not con- 
tented with Spain; or if France will not, in 
passing him by, too much weaken their suc- 
cession ; must we for this reason, the peace 
being made, take up arms, and be in-acon- 
tinual apprehension of seeing the war renewed ? 
The queen can never consent thereto, and 
her majesty thinks there is not one of the 
ailies who will submit to so hard a condi- 
tion. ° | 

To shew nevertheless that sheis ready to 
eontribute all in her power to satisfy his most 
christian majesty, without wounding her ho- 
nour, and without sacrificing her interests and 
those of her confederates, the queen orders me 
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sir, to propose to you an expedient, by which 

king Philip may preserve his right to the crown 

of his ancestors, and find a recompence for- 
Spain, which in this case he shall be obliged to 

abandon. . 

Her Majesty therefore proposes, that this” 
prince does immediately retire with his family 
out of Spain ; that the duke of Savoy do trans- 
port himself thither at the same time with his, 
and take possession of that monarchy and the 
Indies : that king Philip may enjoy the kingdom 
of Sicily, the hereditary countries of his royal 
highness, with the Montserrat, Mantuan ;fand in 
case he succeeds to the crown of France, that 
Sicily returns under the obedience of the house 
of Austria, but that the other countries may 


-remain to him, and be hereafter looked upon as 


provinces of France. The queen would desire 
that this proposition might appear to come 
from his most christian majesty, to be an éffect 


of his moderation, and a sacrifice that he is 


willing to make, to draw Europe out of. the 
disorder it is now in, and to re-establish the 
general tranquillity. . . 

‘Her majesty thinks she has now given all 
the facilities in her power to conclude the 
peace, and hath asked nothing but what is ne 
cessary for accomplishing that promise which 
the most christian king made, when he de- 
clared himself ready to take all just andrea- | 
sonable measures to, hinder the crowns of 
France and Spain from being ever re-united 
upon the head of one and the same person. 

The queen commands me to add, that she 
hopes the propositions I have made by her order, 
will be accepted ; but however she insists that 
aaa you send me be categorical and 

nal, : 

The circumstances we now find ourselves in, 
as well as the season of the year, do not admit 
that we remain in any longer. uncertainty, whe- 
ther we shall have war or peace. 

The parliament, to whom her majesty hath 
promised the communication of what she shauld 
treat on the subject of peace, will become 
impatient: and the queen cannot excuse her- 
self from communicating to them the answer 
she shall receive to this letter. The armies 
are in the field, and the events of one day’s 
time may intirely change the face of affairs: 
how much soever disposed the queen isto | 
facilitate the negociation of the peace, and to 
save the-effusion of blood, she cannot how- 
ever declare for a suspension of arms, before 
she knows the resolution of the most christian _ 
king, upon the expedient proposed to prevent 
the re-union of the two monarchies. Lb. 

If I tell you nothing, sir, touching the plays 
of the general peace, which the abbot Gaultier 


also brought us, itis because the queen does 


not lonk upon the differences which it contains 
as too diflicult to be adjusted, provided the 
article of the re-union be once passed; and 
because if we are not happy enough to succeed 
in treating of this expedient, it would be but a © 
needless tréuvle to negociate upon other points, 
I am, &c. ne H. St, Jouw, 
(Kk) 


exlvii] 
. “ No. 214. | 
M. de Torcy to Mr. St. John. May 18, 1712. 


Srp; I havereceived the letteryou did me the 
favour to write te me of the 10th instant, and 
ain very sorry to see there}was so great dif- 
ference, as you tell me, between the proposi- 
tion you made me by order of the queen, and 
the answer the king commanded me to make to 
you: for want of understandipg one another, 
we have unhappily lost atime, of which every 
moment is precicus: and now we must have a 
few decision from the king of Spain, upon 4 
plan which had been proposed to him in 
a different sense to what you understood it. 

I confess, sir, Ishould fear that this explica- 
tion would produce new difficulties at the court 
of Madrid, if the king had not resolved to 
surmount -all the objections her majesty can 
make upon en article which is to be the basis 
of the peace, and likewise to sacrifice the in- 
terests of bis house for the re-establishment of 
she public tranquillity. 
_ It is therefore to remove these difficulties, 
that the king now makes two propositions to 
the king his grandson: First to renounce by 
the treaty of peace, for himselfand his descend- 
ants, all his right to the crown of France, 
and content himself with Spain and the In- 

dies. 

The second, to preserve his right to the 
erown of France, but at the same time to 
Bae Spain and the Indies to the duke of 

avoy, and content himself, in exchange, with 
the countries the duke of Savoy now possesses ; 
that isto say, with the principality of Pied- 
mont, the dutchies of Savoy and Montserrat, and 
county of Nice. Lastly, to keep the kingdom 
of Sicily, whereof the catholic king is: now 
master. Provided always that if he should 
ene day come to the crown of France, he 
should keep only the countries now belonging 
to the duke of Savoy, and that in thi$ case the 
kingdom of Sicily shall belong to the house of 
Austria. Se. : 

It were to be wished that the king could at 
present know the intentions of the king his 
grandson, upon one or the other of these two 
alternatives; but we must unavoidably wait 
for the return of the courier that bis majesty 
dispatches to Madrid. 

He has commanded me nevertheless to assure 
you, that the treaty of peace shall be made 
upon the basis of the one or the other of these 
two propositions; viz. Either the king of 
Spain shall renounce his right to the crown of 
France, to keep only Spain and the Indies ; 
or that he shall consent to the exchange of 
Spain and the Indies with the estates of the 
duke of Savoy, on the conditions I have now 
acquainted you with. You are therefore, sir, 
to look upon what I write to you by the king’s 
order, as the final answer that you desire, and 
which ought to remove all uncertainty upon 
the peace, or upon the continuation ofthe war. 


It is probable. sir, that the peal would still: 


be more certain, if a suspension of arms could 


- 
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be agreed upon on both sides, and might, sincé 
at present each side may well expect an happy 
conclusien : but it must be left to the prudence 
of the queen to examine what she shall think 
most agreeable to the general good, which she 
desires as much as any person. f 
It would be very sad, if any event should 
happen during the campaign to disturb the goud 
dispositions which are now apparent for estab- 
ishing the public tranquillity. I hope, sir, you 
will very soon give the last hand thereto; and I 
pray you to believe, thrt no one can honour 
you more perfectly, nor be more truly than'I 
am, sir, &c. De Torcy. 


No. 22. 
Memoriat from Mr. St.John to M. de Torcy, 


relating to North America, Commerce, and 
ned Suspension of Arms, Muy 24, 1712. 
i. 


To end all disputes arisen about North 
America, the queen proposes: _ 3 

1. That his most christian majesty should 
yield to her the island of Newfoundland, with 
Placentia, and all the fortifications, artillery 
and ammunitions thereto belonging, the little 
adjacent islands, and the nearest the island of 
Newfoundland; as also Nova Scotia, ot 
Acadie, according to its ancient limits. 

2. That the subjects of his most christian 
majesty may continue to fish, and dry their 
fish, upon that part of Newfoundland which is 
called the Petit Nord, but on no other part of 
the said island. : 

3. That his majesty’s subjects may enjoy 
in common with the queen’s, the island of 
Cape Breton. ; ) 

4. That the islands in the Gulph of Sr. 
Laurence, and in the mouth of the river of that 


fame, which are at present possessed by thé 


French, may remain to his most christian ma- 
jesty ; Lut expressly upon condition that his - 
said majesty shall engage himself not to raise, 
or suffer to be raised, any fortifications in these 
islands, or in that of Cape Breton. The queen 
engages herself likewise not to fortify, or suffer 
any fortifications to be raisedin the adjacent 
islands, and those next Newfoundland, nor in 
that of Cape Breton. 7 
5. The queen insists to have the cannon and 
ammunitions of war, in all the forts and places | 
of the bay and streights of Hudson. 


Relating to Commerce. 
As some difficulties are arisen, which hinder 


our giving the finishing stroke to the treaty of 


commerce between the two nationsof Great 
Britain and France, so soon as could have been 
wished, by reason of many prohibitions made, 
and many excessive duties established in thé 
said kingdoms? And as it is necessary for the 
subjects of both sides, that the commerce be 
tween the two nations be opened, and have its 
effect as soon as possible; the queen would 


have many propositions to make bis most chris- 


—- ae. 
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tian majesty thereupon ; But ‘as these points 
would require a longer time to be discussed 
thau.the present crisis does permit, the queen 
being more inclined to confirm the general 
tranquillity, than private advantages, contents 
herself with making two demands, which she 
believes can meet with no difficulty, 

. 1. That in case we do not agree upon the 
points in dispute, relating to commerce, com- 
missaries be named on each side, who shall 
meet at London to examine and regulate the 


- duties and impositions that shall be paid in 
- each kingdom: and that they be adjusted in 


auch a manner, that by it the commerce be- 
tween the two nations be encouraged and en- 
larged. 

Q. That no privilege or advantage in regard 
to tbe French trade, shall be granted to any 
foreign nation, whieh shall not be granted at 
the same time to the queen of Great Britain’s 
subjects, Inlhke manner, no privilege or ad- 
vantage relating to the trade of Great Britain, 
shall be granted any foreign nation, that shall 


‘ 


pot at the same time be granted to the subjects 


of his most christian majesty. 


Relating to the Suspension of Arms. 


- The Queen will consent to a suspension of 
arms for the term of two months, upon: con- 
dition, ; : 

. 1. That in the said term, the article which re- 
Jates to the re-union of the two. monarchies 
shall be punctually and intirely executed. That 
is to say, either that king Philip shall renounce 
in that term, for himself and his descendants, 
his rights to the crown of France; and shall 
consent that his renunciation be inserted in 
the treaty for a future peace ; or that in this 
term he shall leave Spain with his family, yield- 
ing up that kingdom and the Indies to the 
duke of Savoy, on the conditions mentioned in 
my letter of the 29th April, O. 8. and accepted 
by that from M. de Torcy, of the 18th of this 
month, N. S. Sa 

: Q. That the French garrison shall go out of 
the town, citadel, and forts of Dunkirk: and 
that the queen’s troops shall enter it the day 
the suspension of arms shall begin; and that 
that place shall remair in the queen’s hands 
till the States General shall have consented to 
give his most christian majesty an equivalent 
for the demolishing of it, with which he shall 
be contented. It being understood, that in 
this case his most christian majesty shall be 
obliged to demolish all the fortifications of that 


‘place, to fill up the harbour, and destroy the | 


‘sluices, in the manner the queen’s plenipotenti- 
aries have required. . _ 
‘ $. In case the States General do consent to a 
suspension of arms at the same time with the 
‘queen, it seems reasonable to grant them the 
liberty of putting a garrison in Cambray, on 
the day the said suspension shall have its ef- 
‘fect. .  HLSr, Joun.: 
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The Answens of the King to the Memorial sent 
from London, June 5, 1712. N.S. 


Marley, June 10, 1712. 


Art. 1. His majesty consents to yield te 
the queen of Great Britain the Isle of New- 
fouudiand, with the city of Placentia, as now 
fortified; but the artillery and ammunition 
with which that place is provided, shall be 
taken from thence, and shall not be compre- 
hended in tBe cession which shall be made of 
that place, and of the Island ; for they are not 
to be esteemed as belonging either to the one 


or the other ; and to usea common contparison, 


one may look upon the artillery and ammuni- 
tion of a place as moveables of an house, that 
a private man. carries away with him when he 
yields that same house by a voluntary con- 
tract. oes 

The Isles adjacent to that of Newfoundland 
were neither demanded nor promised by the 
articles signed at London in the month of Oc 
tober last: .As these articles have served as a 
rule in the beginning and in the progress of 
the present negociation, the king’s intention is 
to follow exactly the same rule, as the most 
sure one to come to the conclusion of the 
treaty; and his majesty. is persuaded that tHe 


/ queen of Great Britain, faithful to ber word, 


will not insist upon a new demand, and which 
does not appear in the convention signed in the 
name of that princess. c ' 
. The king is willing to add to that convention 
the cession of Acatlie aceording to its ancient 
limits, as it is demanded by the queen of Great 
Britain. - | 

g. The articles signed at London reserve to 
the subjects of the king the power of fiehing and 
drying of cod-fish upon the isle of Newfound 
land. A disposition, miade and agreed to, can 
neither be restrained, nor receive any altera- 
tions but those which are reciprocally judged 
to be conformable to the common advan- 
tage. 

Upoh this foundation the king offers to leave 
to England the artillery and ammunition of 
Placentia, the isles adjacent to that of New- 
foundland: to ferbid the French the liberty of 
fishing and drying of cod-fish upon the coast 
of that isle, likewise upon that part called the 
Petit Nord; to add to these conditions the 
cession of the isles of St. Martin and St. Bar- 
tholomew, adjoining to that of St. Christopher, 
if for this new offer the queen of Great Britain 
consents to restore Acadie, of which the river 
of St. George shall hereafter make the 
boundaries, as the English heretofore pretended 
to it. . 

It is therefore at the choice of the queen of 
Great Britain, either to keep.to the afticles 
signed at London, or to accept the exchange 
that his majesty proposes. In this last case 
his majesty will endeavour to facilitate’ all that 
shall deperid on him, to conclude the affair of 


| the ransom of the island of Nevis to the satis- 


| faction of England. | 4 


oB 
Ye 


eli] 
_*§.. As the perfect good understanding that 
the king propuses to establish between his sub- 
jects and those of the queen of Great Britain, 
wili, if it please God, be one of the principal 
advantages of the peace, we must remove all 
propusitivns capable of disturbing this happy 


union; experience has made it too visible, that: 


it was impo-sible to preserve it'in the places 
ssessed 1 common by the French and Eng- 


é * { e : ° 
sh nattons; so this reason alone will suffice 


to hinder his majesty from consentingto the 
proposition of leaving the English to possess 
the isle of Cape Breton in common with the 
French. But there ‘is still astronger reason 


against tlis proposition; as itis but too often 


_ seen that the most amicable nations many. 


tines become enemies, it is prudent in the 
king to reserve to himself the possession of the 
_ only isle which will hereafter open an entrance 
into the river of St. Lawrence; it wou'd be ab- 
solutely shut to the ships of his majesty, if the 
English masters: of Acadie and Newfoundland, 
still possessed the isle of Cape Breton in com- 
mon withthe French; and Canady would be 
lost to France as soon as the war should: be 
renewed between the two nations, which God 
forbid; but the most secure means to prevent 
it, is often to think that it may come to 
- pass. a 

- 4 Itwill not be dissembled, but it is for the 
same reason that the king is. willing to reserve 
to himself the natural and common liberty as 
_all sovereigns have, to erect in the isies of the 
gulph and in the mouth of the river of St. 
Lawrence, as well as in the isle of cape Bre- 
ton, such fortifications as his majesty shall judge 
necessary: these works, made only for the 
security of the country, can never be of: any 
detriment_to the neighbouring isles and pro- 
winces. = a | . 

It is just that the queen of Great Britain 
should have the same liberty to erect what for- 


tifications: she. shall think necessary, whether 


in Acadie or in the isle of Newfoundland : 
and upon this article the king does not pretend 
to exact any thing contrary to the rights which 


the propriety and possession naturally give to 


that princess. 


5. The. king is willing, through a_ particular 


consideration of the queen of Great Britain, 
to leave to her the cannon and ammunition 


which shall be found in the forts and places of 


the bay and streights of Hudson, notwithstand- 
ing the strong. reasons that his majesty may 
have to take them from thence, and transport 
them elsewere. 


Article of Commerce. 


As the king sincerely desires that all cause 
of division between his majesty and the queen 
of Great Britain should cease as soon as may 
be, it would.be very agreeable to him to see 
all disputes relating ‘to commerce settled at 
. Utrecht between bis plenipotentiaries and those 
of England ; Butif itis impossiblé to remove 


the difficulties about this matter before the 


Gonclusion of the peace, rather than to, delay 


tod 4 
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it, his majesty consents to the two démands made 
in the name of that princess. - 


~ 


\ "tS 


- 1. To name commissaries, who shall meet: 
at London to examine and regulate the duties 
and impositions to be paid in each kingdom. 

2. That France and England do reciprocally 


‘engage to give to the subjects of both crowns 


the same privileges and advantages, with which 


any nation whatsoever shall be favoured. 


Article of a@ Suspension of Arms. 


So short a term as two months will still leave, 
to the enemies of peace, hopes of being able 
to disturb the negotiation before the end of 
the campaign. The king, persuaded of the 


good intentions of the queen of Great Britain, 


thinks it for the common good, to extend this 
term to four montbs. oat “ht sh 

1 It ought to be sufficfent to compleat the 
surinounting all the difficulties of the treaty, 
the principal being already removed, ‘by the 
firm resolution that the king of Spain hath 
taken, to renounce for himself and his descen- 


dants to the crown of France, and to keep 
Spain and the Indies; and this renunciation 
shall be inserted in the treaty of peace. 


2. After having established the beginning. 
and the course of the negotiation upon a good 


faith and mutual confidence, of which the 


happy effects are already felt, we must banish 


all distrust, and even the appearance of suspi- - 
cion, when each party comes, in their proposal, | 


near the end that- both sides propose to them- 
selves. The king leaves the equity of the 


queen of England, to judge, whether the de- 


mand of putting an English garrison into Dun- 
kirk, during the suspension of arms, has nothing 
in it disobliging to him; and if the public 
would not look upon it as a doubting his ma- 


Jesty’s exactness to satisfy his promises. He 


knows that the queen of England is very far 
from harbouting such a thought, having re- 
ceived too many prooisto the contrary. The 
king also having for a long time tooked upon 
the queen as a friend, notwithstanding the 
continuation of the war, is persuaded that she 
will desist from such a demand, not only as 


being useless, but capable of producing an | 


effect, contrary to the intentions of that ‘prine 
cess. e er . 
For it is certain the aim her majesty has, is 
only to oblige the Dutch readily to give the 
king an equivalent for. the fortifications of 
Dunkirk, which his majesty promises shall be 


. 


‘demolished. 


We most then overcome their stubbornness, 


} and let,them see, that if they persist, the 
damage thereof shall fall- upon themselves ; © 


but it is not threatening them, to declare to 
them that the English troops shall keep the 


city, the-cttadel, and the forts of Dunkirk, till 
tbe States General shall have given. to the king 
-an equivalent, wherewith his majesty shall be 


satisfied. The king alone would suffer. by the 
new obstacles they will raise against the peace; 
and it is by contrary ways that that republie 
must be constrained to become more flexible. 


(clit. 
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_ Adit is the king’s true intention to press the 
demolition ofall the fortifications of Dunkirk in 
general, his majesty proposes, that immediately 
after the signing of the treaty of peare with 
the queen of Great Britain, a body of English 
troops shall encamp under Dankirk ; and that 
those troops, the nambher whereof shall be fixed, 
may jointly work with bis, in razing all. the 
fortitications, - ; , a 

The condition of filling up the port, and 
ruining the sluices, depends, as the king has 
explained himerelf, upon the-restitution that his 
majesty has demanded of Tournay and its dis- 
trict. He renews again the same. engagement. 
_The ruin of the Sluices will occasion the ruin 
Of the country adjacent to Dunkirk ; friends 
and enemies.will equally suffer thereby. The 
king could wish to save this needless destruc-' 
tion, which the queen of Great Britain has 
not perhaps enough considered. _ His majesty 
is willing that this be again offered to the 
queen’s consideration, though he is -esolved to 
do, upon this article, what shail be. most agree- 
able to that princess, for the restitution. of 


— Tournay and its district. ; ; 
.3.. The peace is necessary. to all -Europe ; 


the king desires it.4s a yeneral good, and his 
majesty looks upon the su-pension of arms as 
@ means alinost necessary to attain its but he 
would refuse all suspension, would break like- 
wise the negotiation of peace, if either the sus- 
pension or peace depended upon the :.dmitting 
the Dutch garrison into Cambray, during any 
space of time that may be. He will never 
consent to a proposition so contrary to his 


honour, to his interest, and to the good of his |- 


kingdom. Given at Marley, 10 June, 1712. 
4 ' De Torcy. 


No. 84. | Z 


| Articles proposed by the Queen of Great Bri- 


_ tain for a Cessation of Arms: with his 
Majesty’s Answers. , 


Art. 1. The queen will consent to a cessation, 
of arms for the space of two months, which 


may.be prolonged.to three or four months.—_ 


Ans. The king agrees to the same. 
2.- During the time.of this cessation, endea- 
vours will be used for concluding the treaty of 


- the general peace : at least, the article relating 


to the union of the two monarchies sball be 
punctually executed; that is to say, king 
Philip shall renounce, during that space of 
time, in-due forin, for himself and his issue, to 
the crown of France.’ This renunciation shall 
likewise be accepted by the most christian king, 
and ratified in the most solemn-manner by the 
States of the kingdom of France.—Ans. During 
_ the time of this cessatiun endeavours will 
be used for concluding the treaty of the 
general peace; at least, the article relating 
to. the re-union of the two monarchies shall 
be punctually executed ; that is te say, the 
king of Spain. shall renounce, during that 
space of time, in due form, for himself and 


amar | 
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his issue, to the crown of France. This 
renunciation shall be accepted by the most’ 
christian. king, publsihed, and registered in. 
all the parliaments of the kingdom.of France 
in the most solemn manner. The letters 
patents granted by his most christian ma- 
Jesty to the king of Spain, :his grandson, 
in the month of December, 1700, for pre- 
serving his rights to the crown of France, 
notwithstanding his absence out of the king- 
dom, and then registered in the parliament. 
‘of Paris, shall be taken out of the registers 
of the said parliament, and with the consent 
. of that prince shall berepealed and annulled. 


The succession to the said’ crown shall be 


declared and adjudged, after the dauphin and 


_his issue, aifd successively to the other princes 


of the house of Bourbon, to the absolute exe 
clusion of king-Philip and his issue.—Ans. The 
king agrees tu the same, | 


‘ 


_ The duke of Berry and the duke of Orleans 
shall renounce for themselves and their chil- 
dren, to any right to -the crown of Spain— 
Aus, The king agrees thereto. | 

_ The States of this kingdom shall accept and 
agree to tunis renuciation is‘'a, proper manner, 


—Ans. The king agrees to the same. 


All the parties beforementioned shall agree 
by authetitic acts to acknowledge, as successor 
to the crown of Spain, after king Philip and 
his issue, the prince that shall be ayreed on in 
the future treaty of peace.—Ans, The king 

agrees thereto, : 


8. The French garrison shall march out of 
the town and citadel of Dunkirk, and the forts 
thereto belonging ; and the queen’s troops 
shall Come into the same from tlie day the ces- 
sation of arms begins: and this place shall re- 
main in the hands of the queen, until the 
States General have agreed to give to his most 
christian majesty such an equivalent for the 
demolition of that place, as he may be satisfied 
with. Provided, that in this case his most 
christian majesty shall be obliged to demolish 
all the fortifications of that place, to fill up 
the port, and destroy the sluicesin such man- 
ner as thé queen’s commissioners have desired 
it.— Ans. The king agrees thereto. | 


_4 Asthe gueen, in her demands, has no 

other view than’ to have some kind of a pawn 
for securing the execution of the article relat- 
ing to the re-union of the two. monarchies, 
her majesty does not pretend any way to con-- 
cem herself with disturbing the civil govern- 
ment of .the town of Dunkirk: but on the 
contrary, she orders me to give-assurances on 
her part, that she will give the necessary orders, 
that all things. may remain and continue oa 
the same foot they are actually in; That it 
shall be lawful for the-king’s ships, and those 
of private persons, to go aut.and come into 
port as often as shall he. necessary,.. without 
being hindered under any pretence whatsoever : 
And that all the king’s ships, as well as others 


‘belonging to private persons, and all their ef 


ely] 
fects, shall be as much in safety as they are 
now. Given at Whitehall the 6th of June, 
O. S. 1712. H. St. Joun.—Ans. As the queen, 
in her demands, has no other view than to 
have some kind of pawn for securing the exe- 
cution of the article relating to the re-union 
of the two monarchies, her majesty does not 
pretend any way to concern herself with 
_ disturbing the civil government of the tewn 
ef Dunkirk; but on the contrary she orders 
. Me to promise on her part, that she will give 
the necessary orders, that all things may: 
_ remain and continue on the same foot they 
_ are actually in: That it shall be lawful for 
_ the, king’s ships, and those of private persons, 
to go out and come into port as often as 
. shall be necessary, without being hindered 
under any pretence whatsoever: And that all 
the king’s ships, a8 well as others belonging 
to private persons, and all their effects, shall 
_ be as much in safety as they arenow. And 
that his majesty’s officers who have the care of 
the magazines belongingto the.sea or land, 
shall stay in the said town of Dunkirk ;' where 
they shall continue to exercise their calling 
during the stay of the English troops. Given 

. at Marly, the 22d of June, 1712. . 

~ Ds Torcy. 
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Imsrructions for our right trusty, and right 
' antirely beloved counsello:, James Duke of 
Ormonde, Captain General and Comman- 
der in Chief of our Forces, acting in con- 
‘ junction with those of our Allies in the 
Low Country. _ 
ALR. | 
. You are withall possible diligence to repgir 
to the Hague, and to acquaint the pensionary, 
that, having appointed you ta command our 
army in the Netherlands, we have given you 
orders to see him before you go to put yourself 
at the bead of thetroops. You areto express 
to him the resolution we are in of pressing the 
war with all possible vigour, until the enemy 
shall agree to such terms of peace, as may be 
safe and honourable for us, and for our allies. 
You are further to say to this minister, that 
you are prepared to live in a perfect good cor- 
respondence with all the generalaof the allies, 
and particularly with those of the States ; and 
that you hope, you shall find the same inclina- 


tion on their part,to whicbhis (the pensionary’s) 


good: offices will extremely contribute. You 
"are, after this introduction, to desire the pen- 
' sionary to inform you what plan has been 
agreed upon for the operations of the cam- 
paign. 

As soon as you arrive at the frontier, you 
are to meet with the prince Eugene, and such 
others of the generals as shall be in the secret, 
and with them to concert the proper measures 
for enttring on action. ; | 

You are to take the first, and every oppor- 
tunitv, ef reviewing all such regiments at are 
paid, either in the whole, or in part, by us, and 
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to certify to us' the numbers and condition of 
the several .regiments of horse, foot, and drae 
goons. : 

You are likewise from time to time to cor- 
respond with one of our principal secretaries of 
state, and ta transmit constant eccounts of your 
proceedings, aad of all occurrences which may 
happen. : | 

Given at our court at St. James's the seventh 
day of April, 1712, in the eleventh year of 
our reign. | A. R, 
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Letrer from the States Deputies ‘to the Duke 
~~ of Ormonde, June 4, 1712. 
My Lord; The States General, our masters, 


have ardered us to represent to you, that it is 
with the greatest surprise in the world, they 


have: received from us the news of the decla- 


ration you have made, that you could not un- 
dertake any thing before you had received 
letters from England ; and the refusal yau have 
made to concur to a siege, or to a battle. They 
have directed us to acquaint you, that it ap- 
pears to them incomprehensible and unanswer- 


able; that by this means hold is not taken 


of the advantage one has over the enemy 
both with respect to the quality aod -num- 
her of the troups, and with, regard to the 
situation of the armies; and that an apparent 
Opportunity is neglected of obtaining, with 
the blessing of God, a great advantage over 
the common enemy ; That this occasion, psa; 
once missed, will perhaps never offer itsel 

anv more; whereby the common cause will 
suffer a loss which can never be repaired. 

. Their high and mightinesses cannot in the least 
comprehend, that the order sent you can be so 
general, as to bind you on so fair an opportu- 
nity.as this is, from annoying the enemy; but. 
that it appears to them, that such orders must 
be understood in a good sense, to temparise a 
little, in case the common cause does not there- 
by suffer a considerable disadvantage ; but not 
atall te sit idle in a situation were inaction takes 
away all hopes from undertaking any thing 
hereafter, and whereby consequently the da- 
mage becomes irretrievable to the common 
cause, since the army remaining some time 
without doing any thing, the forage is consumed 
and the operations afterwards become not only 
very difficult, but even impracticable ; besides 
that time is left thereby to the enemy to -in- 
trench themselves, and to fortify their coun- 
try as much as they please..- | 

It is for all these reasons, my lord, that our 
masters have enjoined us to: persuade you not 
to do so great a wrong and prejudice to the 
common cause of all the high allies, as it would 
be, if- you should persist not to concur any 
way to the operations of the campaign, as the 
reason of war, and the present situation of the 
armies, seem to require it. They have directed 


ais to support the aforesaid reasons, particularly 


with this, that the army which you command, 


\ 
\ 
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dees not only consist of the national troops of 
the queen of Great Britain, but likewise, for 
the most part, of the troops in the juint’pay 
of her majesty and the States, over which it is 
true, that the command,.as first and chief ge- 
neral, belongs to you; but as they are engaged 
by both powers together, to make war, atid to 
act against the enemy, they cannot be with: 
drawn from so doing by you alune, without 
communicating the same to their high and 
mightinesses, and without their approbation, 
unless one will act contrary to the treaties, and 
to the ends for which they are engaged. They 
have likewise ordered us to represent to you, 
my lord, that not only the treaty of the grand 
alliance among the high allies, but also parti- 
cular treaties made between the queen of Great 
Britain, and their high and mightinesses, oblige 
her majesty to carry on the war with vigour ; 
but that the declaration you’/have made, that 
you cannot undertake any thing till further 
order, at atime that, with your communica- 
tion and approbation, the army marched in 
sight of the enemy, and wherein all circum- 
stances seemed favourable to undertake some- 
thing, with probable hopes of success ; Such 
a déclaration we say, cannot be reconciled 
with the said treaties, nor with the repeated 
assurances the queen of Great Britain was 
pleased to give their bigh and mightinesses as 
wejh by her letters, as by the mouth of the 
earl of Strafford, her ambassador extraordinary, 
whereby she declared, that her troops should 
act with as much vigour 4s should be requisite 
for continuing the war. - 7 -% 

That, yourself, my lord, being sent to that 
end hither, gave their high and mightinesses 


the same assurances of, during your stay at the’ 


ue. ~< 

And that therefore they order us, to summon 
you on the good faith of treaties and alliances, 
and upon the aforesaid assurances, to push on 
the operations of war, and to annoy the enemy 
as much as pessible. 

But in case you persist unhappily in the de- 
sign not to order her majesty’s troops to 
act offensively ; our masters order us to ask 
you, my lord, if you will make any difficulty to 
employ the said troops to cover a siege that 
might be undertaken; Provided also, you pro- 
mise. positively to cause them to act against the 
enemy, if they should come to attempt any 
thing. _ 
In case, my lord, of an unexpected refusal, 
they have charged us, to protest in the most 
effectual manner, and in the strongest terms 
(as we do solemnly by this)‘against the irretriev- 
able: damage the State and their high allies 
suffer thereby, and against the prejudice com- 
mon canse undergoes by such conduct. _ 

And, that they may know how to proceed, 
we must ask you positively, my lerd, wherein 
your orders strictly consist not to act, how far 
they reach, and how much one may depend 
upon the troops of Great Britain. 


APPENDIX.—Negotiations for Peace: 1715. 


Finally, we require, on theit parts, that no 


bindrance be given to the troops in joint pay 


er 


| [clvlii 
to act according to the reason of war in pute 
suance of the treaties and solemn engager 
ments. | | 

This, my lord, our masters have ordered us 


to represent to you by word of mouth, and im - 


writing, that all the world, and even posterity, 
may see, that their high and mightinesses, far » 
from being guilty of so great a detriment to 
the common cause, as is the inaction of this 
day, have done all that lay in their power to 
prevent the ill consequences thereof, and that 
it must belong to others to answer for the un- 
happy events that might arise therefrom. We 
desire you, my lord, that you will please to 
give us an answer in writing thereupon, as sa 
tisfactory and speedy, as the importance of the 
affair, and the interest of all the high allies, re- 
quire it. Written thus at the camp at Avesne 
le Seeq. | oes 

The 4th June, 1712. W. Hooft, W. V. Haex 
tsolte, P. F. Vegillin, Van Claerbergen. 
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Whitehall, June 20, 1712. Mr. Secretary St. 
John to M. de Torcy. | 


Sir; I received, the 14th of thismonth, O. S. 
by la Vigne, your dispatches of the 22nd of the 
same month, N.S. and I only waited for the 
duke of Ormond’s letters to send you my an- 
swer. These letters are arrived this morning, 
and at the same time your courier put into my 
hands that which you did me the honour to 
write to me the 27th of this month. | 

_ The particulars which the duke of Ormond | 
gives of what hes passed, are intirely conform= 


‘able to what you observed to me; and-I have 


not failed reading all the dispatches to the 
queen. Her majesty, sir, commands me to tell. 
you, that it is wi 
she sees that the enemies to peace find still the 
means to retard its conclusion, in exposing the 
negotiation (which-must lead us to it) to new 
difficulties and new dangers. But as her ma- 
jesty has taken a firm and immoveable resol 
tion, not to give way, in any manner, to the 
obstacles which shall be raised, atid on the 
contrary to continue to labour jointly with the 
king to re-establish the general tranquillity, she 
doubts not but we shall bein a condition to 
make abortive this last effort of those, who 
would buy their advantages, or satisfy their 
particular resentment. at the cost of prolonging 
the miseties of the war. I believe when you 
shall have read over my letter, you will be 
convinced of this truth. 

I have this moment been speaking by the 
queen’s order, to all thej/ministers who are now 


| here, whose princes troops are in the sole pay 


of her majesty, or in her joint pay with the 
States, I have declared to them, in the name 
of the queen, that she will look upon the con 
duct of their master’s generals, at this juncture, 
asa declaration of those princes either for or 
against her; since nothing need be done to 
Secure @ peace, bat to fullow the, plan’ which 


the most sensibled Fgh 


\ 


- 
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‘the queen has made, or to follow that which 

‘the emperor and the States General have 
formed to break the negotiations. That her‘ 
majesty could not persuade herself, that if they 
would once more reflect on it, their generals 
would stick a moment to obey the orders of 
the duke of Ormond, But I declared to them 
that if they did, her majesty would furnish no 
more pay to the troops. 

Fhave given them to'understand that the 
~edurier, which I dispatch this night to the army, 
will carry the letters which they shall think 
‘ptoper to write to their general officers, upon 
what I just then told them, and that it was 
time they came to a resolution, since by the 
same coutier the duke of Ormond would re- 
ceivé the queen’s orders not only to make the 
satoe declarations, but in case they should re- 
fuse to obey him, to put these declarations in 
etecution, — , | - 
_ The queen, sir, persuades herself that this 
be will hardly fail of having its effect. 
But she: commands me atthe same time to 
communicate to you the resolution she has taken 
in case some of the foreign troops persist to re- 
main with prince Eugene’s army. In this case 
the dake of Ormond will retire. with the English 
forces, and all those that ‘will march off with 
him, which will not be, I suppose, the least 
part: and will declare that the queen will not 
act avy more against France, nor pay those 
that sbajl. And her majesty, who till now has 
kept measures with. her allies, driven by them 
to such extremity as this, will think herself jus- 
tified befure God and men, in continuing the 
negotiation either at Utrecht or elsewhere, 
without troubling herself if they concur with it 
‘er not. Thus, sir, you may assure yourself, and 
I have urder to promise you in the name of her 
majesty, that if the most christian king puts the 
town, citadel, and forts of Dunkirk into the 
queen’s hands, uotwithstanding all the foreign 
troops, or part of them, refuse to obey the 
duke of Ormond’s orders, and to retire with 
him, her majesty will stick no longer to conclude 
her own particular peace, but leave to the 
other powers a set time to submit to the con- 
ditions df the plan which shall be agreed on 
by the queen and his most christian majesty. 

See here, sir, the peace is in the hands of the 
king: if the duke of Ormond’s whale army 
consents to the suspension of arms, oyr first pro- 
ject, on which we are agreed, has its effect; ‘if 
they da. not .consenf, the English troops will 
draw themselves off from those of the allies, 
. and the foreign troops may address themselves 
to the States General for their. subsistence, 
who, very far,from being able to supply.new 
‘charges, .are not capable to. bear those they 
have already upon their hands.. Jn. a word, 
Great Britain. retires from the stage of the war, 
leaving there none Lut powers in a weak .cany 
dition ,to make head against France, and, the 
peace between, these, two. kingdoms may be 
concluded in. very few. weeks. . These. are, sir, 
the proposals which the, queen has commanded 
me to make you;.and she believes. that bis most 


iy 
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christian majesty will have his end, as muck 
in the last as in the first plan. If the king ac- 
cepts these propositions, the queen thinks ie - 
convenient for the interest of both nations, to 
labour incessantly for a general suspension as 
well by sea as land, between Great Britain and 
France, to follew that which shall be establish- 
ed in the Low Countries, . 
I shall wait with impatience the return of 
this courier ; for, sir, I must agree with you that 
the moments are precious in a conjuncture 
like this. You will dispatch’ at the same time, 
if you please, an express to the duke of Ormoad 
that he may know what to depend on, and how 
to behave himself. If you signify to. him that 
the king has -given orders: to the officer. that 
commards in Dunkirk to suffer the troops of 
the queen of Great Britain to enter the place, 
the duke of Ormond will immediately do what 
I have been telling you. And in this case her 
majesty will send from hence some regiments 
to take possession of that place, by which 
means we shall avoid many obstacles that 
might be formed, if this should be done by a 
detachment from the duke of Ormond’s army, as 
we had designed it should. - ross 
‘Since I have wrote this letter, her ulajesty 
has taken a resolution to send the earl of Straf- 
ford directly to the arnty, and he will set out 
to-morrow io the evening, or Sunday-morning 
at farthest. Iam,&c. | H. St. Jony 


No, 28. 
M. de Torcy to. Mr. St. John. 
7 » Marly, July.5, 171% - 

_ IT receive by la Vigne the letter. you honour. 

ed me with of the 20 June, O.S, and as you 

impatiently expect his return, knowing bow 

precious every bour is in the present conjunce 

ture, the king commands me nat to loSe a mo- 

ment in sending him back to you... You will 

not be sorry to see him returied, since he care 

ries for you his majesty’s genera) approbation 

of the queen’s demands you explained to me by 

your last letter. eed 

You take notice, sir, of the orders her mae 

jesty has given to the duke. of Ormond, the des 

clarations he is to make, and the part he shall 

take to retire -withehe Enghsh tr and all 
those that will march with him, if so be the 

king puts intuv. her-tejesty’s hands the city, 

citadel, and forts of Dunkirk, whet. even ‘all 

the. foreign, troops actually iti ber. pay,(either 

sepgrately, ar. jountly with those of the States 

General,): or a. part of these troops,. sepyraté 
from the. English to continue-under the came 

mand of, prings Eugene, My last letter, sir, 
contained. the, Just reasons the kipg had td ex- 

pect that all foreign. traops.in Erglish, pay 
should: follow .the orders and .motjons of. the 
dake.of Ormond, :as # necessary condition. for 
tbe performance of the. promise his soajesty 
made the queen of committing Dunkirk tq het 

custody ;. bug as,jt appears by: your letter that 
her Britannic majesty, in case of a refusal op 


‘ 
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the part of her alliés, will no longer observe 
measures with them, that she thigks herself 
justified beforé God and Man, not to scruple 
any longer the conclusion of a particular peace, 
Ieaving to the other powers interested in the 
war, a term to submit to the conditions of the 


‘ plan she shall agree upon with the king, that 


this peace may receive its conclusion in a very 
few weeks, and that Great Britain, enjoying a 
glorious peace, will leave the whole weight of 
the war to.such powers whom animosity shall 
engage to act against France, but who at the 
game time will be in too poor a condition to 
make head against her, All these reasons, so 


* fully exphuined in your letter, being agreeable 


to the sentiments of his majesty, have deter- 
mined him to give his orders for permitting the 
qoeen’s troops fo enter into Dunkirk. The 
messenger charged with thése ordérs is going tu 
carry theth to Marshal Villars, as at the same 
time [ return ta Vigne to you; and you may 
be certain the duke of Ormond will receive ad- 
vice of them to-morrow the 6th of this instant. 


_T hope the ear! of Strafford will be with him at 
_ that time, and that the conclusion of a good 


éace, at least between France and Great 
titain, will immediately follow his arrival at 


Utrecht. I beg leave, sir, to make my com- 


pliments to you on this occasion, and do it with 
the gteater assurance in finding by your letter 
that all difficulties are sofmourited. | 
_ The king, sir, very well approves of your 
proposition in agreeing immediately upon a 
general cessation of all hostilities between the 
two nations, as well by sea as land. Those 
eople who have suffered so many years the 
bonkes and misfortunes of the war, Cannot too 
soon taste the sweetness of the peace. Tis 
my opinion this agreement ought tu be signed 
at Utrecht, and I suppuse you will send her ma- 
jesty’s orders to her plenipotentiaries, unless 
you think some other method may sooner ter- 
minate this affair. 
’Tis with greater satisfaction than ever, that 
I assure you no one can be with greater truth, 


than I am, &c, De Torcy, 
; No. 29; . 
The Texary -for a Suspension’ of Arms between 


Great Britain and France. 


Anne by the Grace of God, Queen of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c. To all who shall see these presents, 

reeting. Whereas our right trusty, and well- 
eloved cousin, Henry Viscount Bolingbroke, 
Lord St. John, Baron of Lidiard Tregoze, of 


_ our privy council, and one of our principal se- 


cretarics of State, by virtue ofthe fall power 
which we have granted him; and John Baptist 
Colbert, knight, marquis of Torcy Croissy, 
Sable, Bois-Dauphin and other places, coun- 
sellor of our most dear brother the moat chris- 
tian king, minister and secretary of state, com- 
mander, chancellor, and keeper of the seals of 
the knights of his erder, postmaster general of 
Vor. VI. 
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felxit, 
Francé, by virtue also of the full power given 

him, have aiened a treaty of suspension of arma, 

the Bth of this instant August, O. S. 1712, in 

the following words. 

As thefe is reason to expect a happy suc 
cess of the ‘conferences held at Utrecht, by 
the care of their Britannic and most christian 
majesties, for the re-establishing a’ general 
peace; and as they thought it necessary to 
prevent ail the events of war which may disturb 
thé present state of the negotiations; their 
said majesties, earnestly desiring the happiness 
of Christendom, have agreed upon a suspension 
of arms, as the most certain means to obtain 
that general good which they propose to them~- 
selves ; and although her Britannic majesty has 
not hitherto been able to persuade her allies to 
énter into the same sentiments, the refusal the 
make to follow them, not being a sufficient rea- 
son for hindering his most christian majesty to 
shew, by effectual proofs, the desire he has to — 
re-establish, as soon as possible, a perfect 
friendsbip and sincere correspondence between 
the queen of Great Britain and himself, and the 
kingdoms, dominions, and subjects, of their ma- 
jesties, his said most christian majesty, after 
having trusted the English troops with the 
keeping of the town, citadel, and forts of Dun- 
kirk, as « pledge of his sincerity, consents and 
promises, as the queen of Great Britain pro- 
mises also on her part, . : 

1. That there shall be a general cessation of 
all undertakings and military actidos, and ge- 
nerally of all hostilities between the armies, 
troops, fleets, squadrons, and ships of their 
Britannic and most christian majesties, durin 
the time of four months, to commence from | 
the 22d of this instant August, to the 22d of 
December next. - , 

2. The same suspension shall be established 
between the garrisons and troops, which their 
majesties have for the defence and keeping of 
their towns in all the places where their arms. 
are acting or may act, whether it be by land or 
by sea, or other waters, in such a manner as if 
it should happen, that during the time of the 
suspension, the same should be violated by any 
of the parties, by the taking of one or several 
places either by attack, surprise, or private in- 
telligence, in any part of the world whatsoever, 
that prisoners should bé made, or any other 


acts of hostility committed, by some unexpect- 


ed accidcnt, such a3 those which cannot be 
prevented, contrary to the present cessation of 
arms: This contravention: shall be faithfully 
made upon either side without delay or dith- 
culty, restoring without the least dissimulation 
what shall have been taken, and setting at Ji- 
berty the prisoners without asking any thing 
for their ransom or for their expence. be 
3. To prevent likewise all causes of com- 
plaints and disputes which might arise upon 
account of the ships, goods, or other effects, 
which shall be taken at sea, during the time 
of the suspension, it is respectively agreed, 
that the said ships, goods, and effects, which 
shall be taken isi the channel, and “in the 


(L) 


\ 


A 
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nofthetn seas, after the space of twelve days, 
- ta.rdckan;frani-the: sigving of the:said suspen-. 
siou, :shall reciprocally ‘be restored: on both 
sittés.: That the time shall be of six weeks for 
the ‘prives taken :from the channel, the British 
and. Northerno:;seas to the Cape St. Vincent. 
And likewise:of snc weeks from and beyond that 
Cape to the.Liog, either in the ocean or in the 
Mediterranean... > 

Finally: of six: months:beyond the Line, and 
in all the:other parts of:the world, without any 
exception’ or. other more particular distinction 
oftime or:place..) 2 ae 

. 4: Axthe same. suspension shall be observed 


‘between: inpdoms of Great Britain and | _ Os ae oak : Oe 
peewee the: Sisguoms Our dont Lords Plenipotentiaries to Lord Bolingbroke, 


Spain,: her Britaanic diajesty. premises, that 
‘none.of: ber: men of war, or merchants ships, 


sionps; or. othey vessels, belonging to her | 


Britannic majesty, Or: to ber subjects, shall be 
hereafter. employed: to: transpost er convoy into 
Portugal, Catalonia, or. any of the places where 
they' make war af present, any troops, horses, 
arms, ‘cloaths, ‘and .m@ general any provisions 
andaimmunitioi, ©. . 
5: However her Britannic majesty shall be 
at liberty to cause troops, ammunitions, previ- 
sions, and pther necessaries, to aba cag 
,td the places of. Gibraltar and Port Mahon of 
which she is actually in possession, and which 
she 1s to: keep by the treaty of peace to be 
made; as also to: withdraw from Spain the 
English troops, and generally all the effects 
belonging to her in that kingdom, either to 
transpdért theni.to the island of Minorca, or to 
bring::'them: into: Great Britain, without the 
said trdnsports. being thought contrary to the 
suspension, © = “3 ~ 
6. The queen of Great Britain may also, 
without: violating the suspension, lend her sbips 
to transport. into :Portugal the troops of that 
nation, :which:are:at present in Catalonis, and 
to.transpart'to Italy the German‘troops, which 
‘are likewise in the’same province. - 
’ 7. kmimediacely ‘after that this present treaty 
of suspension shali have been declared in Spain, 
the -king engages himself ‘to: have the blockade 
~ OF Gibraktar.taised, ‘and that the English 
risen, as‘well as the merchants who shall be in 
that place, may freely. live, ‘act, and trade, 
with the Spaniards; 
- The ratificationsof the present treaty shall 
be exchanged on:both sides within the time of 
a. fortnight, or'sooner, if possible: ° 
_ In testimony whereof, and by virtue of the 
orders and powers which we underwritten have 
received from the queen of Great Britain and 
his pee tinlet majesty, our wee — 
master, have signed these presents, and have 
caused the seals a he akin to be affixed 
thereto. Given at Paris, August 19, 1712. 
Jared bev \i€T S32 Bort neprag ki. i 
tonic sce ICL.) Conprar Di Torcr.!: 


SoS ag RE es ake oe $e nae meee ar ; 4 rags 
We bave: seen .ani. considered the treaty 
above written, have.approved, ratified; and eon+ 


t 


- 


‘frmed the same, ‘in all: and every one of its: 


‘articles ; as we do ‘by these presents approve, 


~ 


ratify, and confirm it, promising and engaging 
-our royal'werd, that we will .fanhfully'and iite 


that we resolved. not.to proceed:fon 


~ (olxee 


violably. perform end observe sal] things con- 
tained therein, and that-we will never. directly 
or indirectly violate the same ; for the greater. 
testimony and validity whereof we baye caused 
our great seal of Great Britain to be. affixed 
to these presents ; which we have signed with 
our royal hand.. Given in. our castle at Wind- 
sor, the 18th day of August, 1712. in the 
eleventh year of our reign...” : 
le a la? tte . Anus R 


— No.30- 0 


_ "September 2, 1712. 
In our. last of the 30th past, we gave. your 
lordship an account of the disposition things 


were im. bere to renew. the general conferences, 


and that the neit day.we were to know of the 


‘French when.we were to begin; we have since 


spoke with them twice, the last time this morn- 
ing, but without coming to any .conclusion, 
they thinking it necessary to return: such. an 
answer to our proposal,.as appears to us te be 
contraty to the honour of her majesty’s speech ; 
The case is this; =: | : 

‘In her: majesty’s::speech i# is expressed, 
That the Dutch are to have the entire barrier 
as demanded in 1709, except two or three 
places atmost. 8 = ea ae 

The French ministers insist, that they must 
have Lisle, as an equivalent for Dunkirk, and 
that the same is not to be understood as one of 
the three places mentioned in the speech, and 
consequently that they miustin all have four 
of the places mentionéd in the demands of 
1709. ee ee 

_ This to us appears to be altogether ipcon- 
sistent with what her majesty has deciered; and 
we accordingly think it contrary to.our duty. ta 
bring on a copference in which such: an: expli- 
cation jsto-be made... hi,» She 

The French mijnisters.on the other band 
have shewed us their -orders, which. positively 
require them to insist. upon: the’ restitution of 
Tournay as well-as -Lisle, aad that they by no 
ast eonsent to the cession of Maubeauge or 

yonde,:. - Set en ae ; ae 


“ao, 7 


tall this point be detemmined:s anstias thd bbe 
ministers: profess.their orders are: 40: plain, ‘that 
they neither need ner-can admit any ;enplication, 
we also think the. matter. a9’ plata on our aide; 
nor can conceiwe from whencp: the expedient 
We tay ne elke k PO ay, 2 
>We humbly hope our zeal’ fer: her majesty’s 
honour will be graciously sintened. and (hak 
weshall be directed what further we. aré te 


; s 
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do in this matter, which we apprehend may be: | but observe, that-iw the plan brought hithet iby: 
of a decisive consequence ; for .we find those | the abbot Gaultier, the king of Feance:-begs: 
among the Dutch who appear to be moré cor | for Fournay, rather than: insists upolt:it-; but 
dially disposed ‘to such':a.' pence, as. may Te | amongst many other il consequences, which. 
establish a good harmony'between her majesty | the-unaccoontable obstinacy of: the Dastch has: 
and the States, which: they take to 'be absolutely | produced, and:will E fear.contsaue ito . produce, 
necessary for our mutnal preservdtion 3 we find | thidid-one, tHat the French ane i encouraged to. 
them fully resvived either ta retais Tourhay | refase what they only endeavoured: ta: sayel 
and have Condé yielded to’ ther, (though we | The plan abovementioned was .underatood: to. 
_ think; if necessity require, they may be per- | be nothing more thah. the..uleimatum of the - 
‘ suaded to let fall the butter, oF to take one of |' offers of France,:and almost:everyasticle in it: 
these two courses; namely, either to come} might have been improved and: builtzupon, if 
into any terms that France pleases, or continue | the allies had then. unanimously resumed: the - 
the war at all hazards; the former may in our | conferences ;: but France bas:new. gathered 
opinign, be more probable than the latter, the |: strength by our divisions, and is growh sangume 
points of commerce being so very easy to be | endngh ta re-establish.the..same plan as the ul- 
accommodated, and other oe not so | timatam of her comcessions.. Leay.thusomech 
very: difficult. And if they. should: by such a | ta your lordabips, Apow-a- subject which is trita 
motive of despair gét the ‘start of us, 1t':may |. enoiigh, only to: introduce: this proposition, that 
happen to Jessen: the consideration France now. |: the Duteh:have nobody to blame but themselves, 
shews for her majesty’s-frrendship. || - ~~ | as I: believe: your lordships:oove :very. justly. 
-We-had wrote thus far when the French |' teldthem, if their terms:of peace shou fall 
ipotehtiaries desired to come to us,. and |: short even of those. contained in her ::majesty’s 
ing come, acquainted os, that they had just |‘speech. Her majesty, my lords,:is sensible of 
received orders. by a courier about the ‘affront | the concera which you. express fer ber. lidnour, 
pone to M. Mesnager by count Rechteren, | and will not, you may be sure, suffer herself ta 
which dirécted ‘them to desire us to let the | be a party to any thisg which may appear cone 
States General know, that his: most. christian | tradictory to: what she has ance advanced; 
majesty expects the States shall in'a public |: but there is more in the paesent case; andial 
manner disavow the said Count; and then re- |. though perbaps the yielding of Tournay might 
move him from the congress: they added, that | be reconciled to the terms ef het-speech, yet 
this satisfaction is to precede any further neé- | should the queen consent this exposition ‘fit 
gotiation.: . "gine Gr *% _ "| such consent would be almost.; a: formal acs 
ae ee mo / 4 | quiescence to the testoration of. 4his place to 
ee es eee France, and this, my lords, is what her: majest 
a NOe Oho ss will avoid; she. will -by no: means side: wi 
| Lord Bolingbroketo the Lords Plenipotentiaries, | France, to tie down her allies in any..dnstance, 
- cys September 10;, 1712. | anditus with the utmost: regret. that:she sees 
Since I wrote what is above, I have been | them persevere in a conduct, which. must:.ne- 
ebliged to defer dispatching my letter, which | cessarily give the enemy ah edvantage: over 
has. given me'an opportunity: of. seeing my lord | them: on the othér baad, the queen. thinks that 
Lexington, who is resolved:.to be setting out for | whilst they contigue tm -refuse «to: come into 
Spain by the end) of this week ; so that I hope | her measures, she. .1s, onder no. obligastiah:-of 
his lordship will get to Madrid in.good time’to | entering: very, far into' contention for :them.: I 
be-there at the assembling of:the Cortes, | hope, the’ solution :ef ‘this difficoley. : wali come 
Your tordships will, I presame, thidk ft to cor | fcom~ France ;:.and that: when. they. have.so 
respond: with him upon:all- matters rélating to | meay other quarrels to decide,:that court: will 
-yourjoint Wegotiation ;-‘and I-vélieve the best | go back. from. a measure; which: thuet: involsie 
way will be-te have yoor <cbrréspondence pass | tiem in a dispute with: the:queem .1 tad: ale 
through the hands of Mr. Prior. I have pivea | most forgot to say, that I have: :xeason toithmk 
Nis lordship: a icdpy. of the” cypher which ‘was | Usak if the: Dutch : werd: coma::to:some :condist- 
miude‘ forthe use of the foreign esiqieters j ny | ENcy amongst sthembelvek, and: ib wae certain - 
rinde 0@ weite2to undthery )-Mr. Prior has | what would bring: theiti ,imto:. the péace,: the 
Tike wise! a copy pithy same;'so; that your-lords | French woald be jess stiffom thear score; * 
ips mdy“ by’ thee: ieadns’ more ‘conveniently wo aale suite Oe fe ame eit Bytvus 
carry onthe 'corvesponderice, §cam-pewto}s 6 a re Seba \Caoso, Po peat PIs, 
gpoak to‘pour lotdsttips cbneersing the adis pute Sig Ji Saat aS Ne, 32. | Ae Ree ets, 


sientiowed toobb “arisen cia “yoles of the 2d of | ; v cig Ppbeigea? Hh 3 S96 WHE Peak: Bigbandet 10: 
sf | ! Digna a : Pros, Sé 
Septethbds, ‘Letwedw your drdéhips:.and: che ar q Bol ng roke i ot lof, Séptember by 
ministers ‘of France; :i0 is-cdrtath,: thao at uhe ISD LEL SEE ik ceame et) ce aawt 
I was, equally: surprised. ‘and vexed to find, 


fime eee eer ‘oomnnn dicated :ifromy the 1 
throne.a general sketott uf the project of-peace, | that ‘byt thid unecautli way.iof explaining the 
the French would ‘have been gind, having Lisle | queeh’s sense, you had‘ been led to imagine, 
as an equivalent for Dunkirk, to havesived | thatt was mtessiedcmy lord exingted shiuld 
Condé,‘and Maubeage;:and to have 'departed | makd@any diffienlty ofseping anil scospliment- 
from Toarnay 5: this your lordghips have reasod { ang theokmg efSpaur a¥ such ics. 9d bea 
2 be sensible:of:as‘wett as I; and you ednnot | -“Wespent-above three jaurs.in penntigimr 


\ 


e 
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putes s yesterday upon this head, which was.lon 
dj 


ago adjusted,. [suppose the instructions wil 
de at last clear; but my lord Lexington having 
been present: at the dehate, ‘bis uaderstandi 
of the matter wi make amends for any dar 
ambiguous article which may bein them. 

‘Dartmouth is -to communicate the queen’s 
orders hereia te you, that so you may be able 
to satisfy the French ministers, and they to pre- 
pare the. Spanish ministers; however, I will 
venture to tell you.ia a few words what I un- 
derstand is to be ‘the measure of Jord Lexing- 
ton’s conduct. As soon as he arrives at 

“ Madrid, be will notify his arrival to the Secre- 
sary of State, he will, when be sees this mi- 
nister, let him know, that the queen has sent 
chim thither to compliment the king in her name, 

to be a‘ witness of the several renunciations, 
and other acts requisite to complete the execu- 
tion of the article, agreed upon as necessary to 
prevent the union uf the two monarchies ; that 
after this, he is to proceed to settle such mat- 
ters of commerce, and other affairs, as are for 
the mutual interest of both nations, and to 
take the character of.ambassador upon him; 
my lord will at the same time produce his 

’ credentials, and give the secretary a copy of 
them if he desires it. In this conference he 
will further take notice of the several cessions 
made by the king of France, in behalf of his 

grandson,’ to the queen; and will speak of 
them as points. which he looks upon to be 
concluded. He will likewise give a memorial 
of them. in writing, signed by himself, to the 
secretary and expect from him, an assent in the 
king’s name, in writing also, and signed by the 
Secretary, 

This seems natural, civil, and unexception- 
able; but any other scheme is absurd and in- 
consistent with ali the rest of our proceedings. 

For God sake, Dear Matt. hide the naked- 
ness of thy country, and give the best turn thy 
fertile brain will furnish thee with, to the 
blunders of thy countrymen, who are not 
‘ouch better politicians than the French are 

| a re ee : 

I have writ-in great haste a prodigious long 
letter to M.de Torcy, which, I believe, he 
will shew you; but, for fear he should not, J 
juclose in this au extract of part of it, which 

. relates toa matter that has given lord trea- 

_surer and your humble servant no small trouble 


in cabinet, The copy of the plenipotentiaries: 


dispatch of the 2d of September, which I like- 
wise send you, will shew you how a dispute, 
now on foot at Utrecht, begun ; you will ob- 
serve that their lardsbips are very warm in it, 
and I can assure -you we have thdse who are 
not a jot cooler, ant . 
_ The solution of this. difficulty: must come 
pearance more than of substance; and the court 
. of France mugt be Jess poljtic than I think 
them at any time, and tore unreasonable 
than’ I thipk them “at this time, not. to come 
into a temperament upana matter unnecessarily 
‘stated, . You. must begin by making M. de 
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Tarcy nat only to understand, but own he apr 


; You’ will be very shortly particulagi 
. fully instructed ta settle the article of North 
America, and those points. pf commerce still 


(clayjii 


derstands,. the proposition which I am sure he, 
remembers, I more than once repeated to him 
when I was in France, upon various occasion 

and which I have again stated as clearly ot 
am able. The queen can never do any thing, 


which shall look like a direct restraint on her 


allies from demanding what they judge neces- 
sary ; but as long as they act the part, which 
they how do, she can very justly be passive and 
neuter as so their interests; and jf her peace 
be made before theirs, which she will not delay 
for them, she can with the same justice leave 
them to make their owg bargain. This is ad- 
vantage enough far France, and sucfi an one 
fairly speaking, as a year ago they wauld have 
given more than Tournay to have been sure of ; 
they must not therefore press us to go further 
than this, nor do any thing whicl, may seem 
contradictory to aha the queen delivered 
from the throne. That speech they have al- 
ways owned as the plan they submitted to, and 
it varies but little from that brought hither by 
Gaultier. , a ks | 

In a word, the use which the French will 
make of the unaccountable obstinacy of the 
Dutch and other allies, may in several respects, 
and particularly for ought I kgow in this ine 
stance of Tournay, give them an. opportunity 
of saving and gaining more than they could 
have hoped for; and the queen may jn the pre- 
sent circumstances contribute passively to this 
end, but actively she never can in any circum. 
stances. ? 

I think in my own opinion, and I believe 
speak the queen’s upon this occasion, that it 
were better the French should in the course of 
the treaty declare, that whatever they inteanded 
to have given the Dutch, when the queen spoke 
fromthe throne, their conduct has been such 
and the situation of affairs so altered, that the 
king is resolved to have Tournay restored to 
him; I sayI believe this were better, than to 
expect that we should consent to an exposition 
of the queen’s words, by which her majesty 
would yield the town up.’ | | 

Let the conferences begin as soon as they 
can, I dare say, business will not be very 
speedily dispatched in them ; in the mean time 
we shall go on to ripen every thing for a con- 


Clusion between us and Savoy, and France, 


and Spain, and this is the true point of view 
which the French ought to haye before their 
eyes. ee 


and 


undetermined ; that done,. the ministers spay 


.sign at Utretcht, as soon as they can hear from 
t -lord Lexington, = io: 1 ah 
from. you ; it is matter of managementand ap- |. 


My lord Dartmouth. writes to you ‘cagcem= 


ing a clamour which our merchants lieve resed 
,as if under pretence. of. not gaxrying to. Lisbon 
,or Barcelona, ‘ des provisionis de, Guerra ou de 
Bouche,’ they shall 

-usual traffic of corn. and fish, which ag t 
‘places there are great demands for in time 


,be debarred from -their 


_ tation; and when the war is at an end; Ethink 


‘last stroke to the finishing the treaty with 


_ into a way of being finished to her satisfaction. 


_Tallard’s parole: which you may assure him, 


Lord Bolingbroke to Mf, de Torcy, Sept. 10. 


‘gyaiting for their concurrence ; that’ id’ this 


{ ay 
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peace, as.well.as war, and without ahy con-’ 
sideration of the armies; the difficulty as to 
Lisbon aeems to be removed: by the.Portugzese | 
submitting te come into. the suspension of arms, | 
and he proposes to you an expedient as to 
Barcelona ; butin truth that war must be ended 
of course now, since the queen supports it no 
longer,-and the Dutch are recalling ‘their fleet | 
from the streights. The dake of Argyle is 
going insmediately now away, and the monrent 

egomes to Minorca he draws to him every | 
thing belonging to the queen out of Catalonia ; 
the imperial troops must in my opinion that 
moment submit, and compodnd. for‘ transpor- 


there can be no pretence of -quarrelling with 
us for carrying our goods to the people of the | 
copntry, 
It is now three a-clock in the morning; I | 
have been hard at work all day, and am not | 
yet.enough recovered to bear miuch fatigue; | ed, 0 ; cane 
excuse therefore the confusedsess of this scroll, | The plenipotentiaries--of the’ king seem to | 
which is only from Harry to- Matt. and not | 
from the secretary to the minister. | 
Your credentials of minister plenipotentigry 
will be sent you, together with your full powers 
by the next boat; and before duke Hamilton 
goes I will move to have you removed to 
Utrecht, which there will be.a natural handle 
for,assoon as you shall settle the points of 
commerce, and mm doing that, have given the | 


your plenipotentiaries and ours. The gestion 
is not to know whether Tosrmay shall -be-res- 
tored to the king of not; fer in’ ofderto Obtain 
this place, it is not necessary tbat -you™ stiduld 
begin in making this specitic.deciaration. ' 
But the question ‘is to know whether the 
queen should dectare formally, and from''this 
time, that Tournay shall be restored to France ; 
for that would be‘ declaring a consent-to the 
explanation which your mitisters .would give to 
this article of the speech. Not ts swells jetter” 
too much, which seems already to become 
somewhat tedious, I saust zéfer myself to “what 
Mr. Prior will have the honour’ ‘to tell’ you 
upon this head; and‘ I will content wyself 
‘with saying, thatas x is not dificalt te inl out 
an expedient, I hope we shail avoid every thing 
that might vecasion a dispute between the mi- 
nisters of Great Britain and France. °° 
The earl of Dartmouth sevds twelye pass- 
ports for the ships that are ready to sail for the 
West Indies, which the king of Spay desires 5 
and Mr. Prior will inmediately pyt them~ ste 
your bands, Oe ae Pe ania aa haw f 
es er ee a re 


oN? yg! as 


‘ x ‘ e a 
- : Me han taX Sawer’ At 
a ee rey ; 
Na. 34, eae ee A ‘om 


France. 
Make my compliments to madam Teriol, and 
let her know that I have, I hope, put her affair 


I have spoke very earnestly to Maffei, and have 
used the proper arguments to him. ; 
Adieu, My pen is ready to drop out of my | 
hand: believe that'na man loves you better 
or is more faithfully yours, &c. BoLINGBROKE. 
P.8. Thad almost forgot to tell you that 
the queen is pleased to discharge the Mareschal 


with my complimente, of, and give any signié- 
cation necessary inform. _ 


No. 88... 


Your honour and mine, which are equally 
dear to me, will be equally preserved as long 
as we keep to that which I have had permission 
to tell you, concerning the qagen’s’ intentions 
@pon the general plan of the peace. You will §'Y 
remember, Sir, T represented to you that the f © 
conduct of ber majesty in respect to the inter- | a ee te 
est of her allies, was in some measure detet- | ‘4. The king promises to consent without 
mined ‘by their behaviour; that the: violent [didiculty: to ‘all what is ‘contained: aa the “Ist, 
‘measures which they have-taken to thwaft the [ 2d, 3d, 4th, and Sth,’ atticles of the specifie 
Negotiation, had the effect of putting the’ queen [demands of she queen of Great Bruais~ 
in@ condition of making the’ pence -without )-“'2.’The king will cadse wll the fortifications 

| i ‘of Dankirk¢to be demolished, ‘as ‘well these pf 
‘the town, as of the citadel, the risebanks, and — 
‘other ponts tawards she sea, in the space of twe 


- : o AY . poo a 
Offers of France.to Enguanp ; with the De 
"mands for Excuanp, ond the King’s Ane 
swers. = a a 


‘case her majesty would: declare te them, ‘that 
@ bad signed the treaty with Fraoce ‘and 
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months,.and those tawards.the land: in, three 
months longer,.to ‘be reckoned. from, the- day 
of the exchange of the ratifications, the whole 
at his own charge,, and: with promises. not to. 
repair.the wholeoriany parts © 0. 

S. The king, shall yield the island: of St. 
Christopher to Great Britain, as likewise New- 
foundland, on. conditioa thatthe town of Pla- 
céntia shall-be demolished, that the right of Gsh- 
ing and dry ing cod freelly and without molesta- 
tion, upog. the. said. island of Newfoundland, 


shall remain to the:French'in the same places” 


where they used tad it. The little islands near 
it, and those nearest ta Newfoundland shall 
alsa be yielded,.to. England, well understood. 
that the island of cape Breton, and others of 
the gulph and ‘mouth of the river of St. Law- 
rence, of which France is actually in posses- 
sion, sball remain to the king —Dem.for Eng. 
England demands, That this town of Pla- 
centia shalt be yielded to her in the condition 
it is in.—K-"s Ans. “His majesty offers to 
deave the fortifications of Placentia as 
they are, when he yields that place to 
_ England, to agree to the demand made of 
“the guns of Hudson’s bay: Moreover, to 
yield the islands of St. Martin, and St, 
Bartholomew, to give up even theright of 
fishing and drying cod upon the coast of 
Newtounodland,' it the English will give 
him back Acadia, in consideration of these 
_ Dew cessions. which are proposed as an 
equivalent... 0 oo 
_ In this case bis. majesty would consent 
’ that the river of St, George should be the 
‘limit of Acadia, as England has desired. 
If the Pichi pointers of the crown 
do refuse to admit of ‘any expedient for 


than break off the negotiation, will agree 
_ to.their. demands, that is to say,'to leave 
Placentia fortied, and restore the guns of 
_“Hadsen’s bay,iwell understood, that the 


offer of yielding of the islands of St. Mar- 


tin, and of St. Bartholomew, : and that of 
- desisting from the right. of fishing. and 

drying cod upon the coast of Newfound- 
' Jand, shall be gull, and looked upon as if 
they had not been made. 


The king will yield the prevince of Acadia 
with the town of Port: Royal and its dependen- 


me 


¢ 
= 


J 


cies. to Great Britain, as algo the streights of |. 


Hudson’s i CGE ee a ae Oe - 
5. The “rench who shall leave the coantries 
which ate yielded ahove.to Great Britain in 
‘the Nosth,part of America, shall have leave to 
withdraw, their effects “froma thence : Likewise 
thé. king’ shal}, have leave to, withdraw from 
thence tHe guns and all the stores of ‘war. | 
G, "After the conclusion of the. peace there 
shall | commissioners. named’ on, both sides, 
as. well for regulating in the, space of a year the 
Hiepitg banat Canada or.new:.France on one 
side, and Acadia and the,.lands. of Hudsan’s 
bay gat 6 
ofall. he reparations. which are: just and rea- 
sonable, claimed by the ong side or the other, 


he other, aalikewi 


+ 
, 


to agree amicably 


1. APPENDEX.== Report relating to the — 
for the wrongs received contrary to the right of 


| the restitution of Acadia, the king rather | 
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peace and war. od i. 

7. The limits being once fixed; it shall : be 
forbidden to the subjects of both erowns to 
pass the said. limits to go by land or-by sea the 
one to the other, as likewise to.disturb the trade 
of either nation Amongst: themselves, and to 
disturb the Ladia nations who are allies, or 

have made their spbmigsion to either crown. 
-.§. The king will give leave ta the House of. 
Hamilten, colonel. Gharles,; Douglasse, dnd 
others, to lay before‘him. after thé peace . their 
rights and particular pretensions, and: will do 
them justice.—-Dem. for Eug. . That. the duke 
of Richmond may inherit from his mother.— 
. K.’s Ans. ‘The duke of Richmond: heaving 
obtained letters.af naturalization from the 
- king, shell enjoy, when the peace. shall be 
- concladed, the. privilege: annexed. to the 
‘favour which hig mhajesty: bas granted him. 
Dem. for Lng. Thas the ath. atucle. of the 
treaty of Riswick be abolished, -and that the 
‘king shail not. hinder that the affairs of re- 
ligion in. the empire, be regulated on the foot 
. of the treaty. of Munster.—X.'sAns. ' The 
king is willing -in'regard to. Eagland, that 


_ ’ this affair shoold: be: regulated with: the 


empire, his majesty:not inténding te dero~ 
.gate from’ the treaties:of Westphalia as to 
matters.of religion, = 
_9, Theking promises, in the name -of the 
king of Spain his grandson, that'Gibrakear aad 
port Mahon shall: remain in the hands ‘of the : 
English.—Dem for Eng. That: there shall be. 
yielded to England aa _extertt of grqond, of 
two cannon shot round Gibraltar.and ‘ali the 
island of Minerca. © K.’s Ans: It 35-with -» 
great deal of trouble shat: the king has 
- made the king of Spain consent to give. 
Gibraltar to the English, the ‘intention | of 
that prince beingoashe ‘has-deolared drinw 
- gelf. sevéral times, not to. give aniineh ‘lof 
_, ground in Spaim.:; It will yet be mooe:difi~: 
- cult to obtain from. bim - the ileasti favour 
upon a point which. is so. tender at : pres . 
sent, they preseing. him ta revounce. his, 
rights to the ‘crown of France, ead that 
they will have him look upon Spain.as.the 
only- patrimony: that. he can leave to hig _ 
posterity. Bo ane Ae | 
_ So that this new demand wilt certainly 
be refused, and the power which his ma- 
jesty has-received from the catholic king 
is directly contrary to this pretension. | 
As be has siot explained himself. spon - 
the intire cession of the-island:of: Minorca, 
the king is. willing to employ his good 
- @ffices to obtair it as a sort of- an -equiva- 
- lent for the ground which the English now 
ask about Gibraltar; and from this time 
: is majesty promises, that on this account 
‘ . the. whole island. of Minorca shall be 
_ yielded to them. Ms oe 
10. After:the-peace shall be concluded, the 
English shall have the treaty for negroes, other= 
ways the agreement of Assiento for negroes, 
on the same -conditions: that this agreemeng— 
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was tiade by the king of Spain to the French ; 
so that the company which shall be established 
ny: England: for this purpese,'shall have the 
prerogative to set on shore, sell, and‘ vent 
their negroes in- all the places and ports of 
America upon the North Sea, in’ that of Bue- 
nos Ayres, and generally in all the: places and 


orts where the ships of the company formed 


in France under the name of the Assiento, had 
leave to enter.—Dem. for ‘Eng, That the 
Freach may’ not withdraw their effects be- 
- longing to the Assiento, but upon English or 
Spanish ships. K.’s Ans. The concerned in 
the company of the Assiento shall be 
strictly bound to the terms of their agree- 
iment ; of consequence they cannot trade 
directly to the Indies- under pretence of 
withdrawing their effects: they shall ab- 
solutely lose them, if they should be oblig- 
ed to employ other ships to load them than 
those belonging to their company. | 
The design of the peace 
¢ure the mutual advantage of the Frenth 
and of the English, it would not be just 
‘that ‘one of the first advantages which it 
should: procure for England, should be to 
the prejudice of the French nation. [f 
the English will treat about the effects of 
theFrench company, they will remove by 
this expedient the inconveniencé they ap- 
prehend. | | 
‘41, The said agreement shall be for the 
term of thirty years, and there shall be appoint- 
ed for the English company’ of the Assiento an 
extent of ground on the river De la Plata, upon 
which they may not only. refresh their negroes, 


but keep them safe till they are sold, accord- |. 


ing to the conditions which shall be stipulated 
by the agreement which is to be made for the 
_Assiento:s and to hinder that this licence may 
not be made-an ill use of, the king of Spain 
shall. ‘name. an ‘officer to hinder it, to whose 
inspection the cogcerned in the said company, 
as likesvise all those whom sige Ape employ, 
shall.be subject.—Dem. for Eng. That this 
_ ground shall be chose by the- English, and 
‘that the Spanish inspector shall be suppress- 
* @dimeK.'s Ans. They know in England the 
"demands which were made. of the king 
* upon this head. His majesty has obtained 
-. them with a great deal of trouble from the 
king his grandson;.he. cannot ask for suffer 
» Gn bis name new additions’ to‘what has 
been ‘already’ ‘yielded {n-fayour' of the 
, peace 5 if: the: English “beleve they ought 
» toinsist tov obtain: hew advantages, they 
- mausttreat directly with the ‘pleniporentia- 
” orien of ‘Spam, -andto this ‘end; fet them 
- shave immediately’ the necessary ‘passports 

é mene l ae ee oT 
22, All.the advantages, rights: and privi- 
leges,. which are’ already: Papas TOE hay 
hereafter be granted ‘by Spain; td ‘the @ub- 
jects of Franes, of to any other ‘nation what- 


ever, shall likewise | be: allowed itd: theisub~- 
SS Bene “at FY, 


jects of Great Britain. 


18. His majesty promises likewise that:all: 
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‘the mefehandizes of the growth atid fabric of 


ment.’ | 


ing to pro- | 
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Gréat: Britis, which from the’ ports of Spi, 
where the ships' for. the Spabish’ West” Indies 
shall be cledted, shall be''sent to the ‘Indies, 


shall be exempted from sil ‘eustonis, as well 
thosd of going ih, or coming. out of Spain; ap 


those of going into the Indies. * hae 
14. -All the artictes above 'trentioned shall - 

be extended in the treaty of peace,’ in'the ‘most 

ample mannef, and the most convenient : and. 


there shall be added all the clauses’ of the ces+ 


sations from- hostilities, tind ‘other réciptdcal 


pledges, according to what has béew done in 


former treaties, which glial} be recited to have 


their-former force and Vigour, excepting ‘those 


‘things which this-has‘derogatéed from’; and’this 


clause shall be put at the’ end of each" instra.’ 


ee ‘ eee eee 
Pee roy es 
; 
ae 
4 


Offers of France to, the Duke Savor, with 
the Demands for the Duke of Savoy ;. and 
the King’s Answers, 2, wt, 3 | 


1. His right, and his rank, to thé succession 
of Spain shall be declared and acknowledged 
conformable to the will of Charlés the second. 
—Dem. for D. ‘of 9. “It is demanded that 

this article be put.in these terms, The rank of 
the duke of Savoy to the succession of Spain, 
shall be reserved to his royal ~ highness, ac- 
cording to his right.—K.’s. Ans. The king is 
willing, on account of England, to pass 
the articles as it is demanded by her, 
nutwithstanding the interest which his 
majesty may have, to retite'and' mention — 
on og occasion the will of Charles the se- 
cond. - ee Ones: ig. <3 
2. The king shall restore to him Savoy and 
the county of Nice, with their dependencies. 
$. The king will moreover yield to him 
Exilles and Fenestrelles with the valley of Pra- 
gelas.—Dem. for D.of S. Hisroyal highness 
asks that besides the vallies on the other: 
side of Mount Geneva, in which are com- 
rehended that of Chateau Dauphin; Fore 
rraux, and the territory’ which extends 
from that fort to the frontier of Savoy, as it 
is mentioned in the 4th article of his specific 
demands, the villages’‘on‘the othér side of 
the Rhone on the side of ‘Savoy, the right of 
garrisoning Monaca,‘and the direct demesne 
of Manton and ‘of Roquebron.—K’s. Ans... 

- The keng cannot believe that “England, 
<: @esiting the -concllision ofa firm and’ solid, 
"i peace, wn aise risé to new wars, in. iving a 
** thé gates of France to the duke of ‘Savoy. 
~ ‘He hés neithér right nor even an apparent 

“pretext! fdr td ask'ds he does a part of 
Dauphisy 3°he ’catinot support, uy on any ‘i 
“jubt*awd reasonablé foundation, the “pre-, 
_ “téatidiis which he ‘thakes tipon ‘the.estate” 
Stvor;' a8 is the Rk of. 


| sOesa third ‘8 $ is the prince o 
| SuMoningo! eo tHat"his piajdsty ‘thinks that” 
‘7 rle does ‘very’ nuttin JEaring, out of re-" 
") gard= to’? Roeland,” Exellés,'“Penestrelles, 
and the' valley of Pragelis, im the hands of ” 
the duke Of Bayoy.o 7) of eure es 


diety) 
Hie Wad ever reason to-think from the 

first proposals, that they Kuew in England 
that this , prince ought to content himself 
with the restitution of Savoy, and of the 
county of Nice, without making a further 
demand of these two places, which cannot 
belong to him by any title but by that of 
war, and that they are convenient for him. 

4. The cessions in the Milaneze and others, 
made by the emperor Leopold to his royal 
highness, shall be confirmed. 

5. His royal highness may make sach for- 
tifications as he shall think fit in the places: ac- 
quired by the furegoing treaties, though without 
derogating from that of Turin in 1696.—Dem. 
Sor D. of 8. That he shall have power of for- 
tifying all the places he shall. think fit, not- 
withstanding the treaty of Turin.— K.’s-Ans. 
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ciprocal, 


: Po as fclexvt 
tise to ackdowledge thet’ ahd treat that: 
on that foot. -_ | 

$. The subjects of the crown of Prussia shall 


elijoy, as to théir trade int France, the sane ad- 
vantages which shall be granted to the subjects 
of her Britannic’ majesty, and those’ of the 
States General: on condition it shill be re 


4. The king stall favour with alt his power 


the pretensions of Prussia on the ¢cantoon of 


Gelder, the town and the couritry of Ercklens, 


of which she makes a demand, of condition 


that it costs France nothing’to indemiiify those 


Who would dispute this’ possession with Prissia, 


3. The king will give as fat a’ twelve hundred 


thousand livres, French money, to this:prince 
to Buy his right to the ptincipality of Orange, 
—Dem. for Pr. That it shail be in his choice, 


The intention of the duke of Savoy, is pro- | 


bably to fortify Pigneral ;. the interest of 
France basnet changed since the treaty 


made at Turin in 1696; it is not of less | 
importance than it then was, to hinder | 
the duke of Savoy from fortifying that |}. 
. all the edicts and decrees which have been 


town ; one may even say that the danger 
would be greater, this prince acquiring 


besides Exelles and Fenestrelles, and his |: 
strength being increased on the side of |: 


es A | 
gland becoming a friend to France, | 


not to be less concerned for its |: 


. quiet, and the tranquillity of its provinces, 


than for the unnecessary aggtandiaing of |, 


the duke of Savoy. 


6. The trade from France into Piedmont, | 


and from Piedmont into France, shall be on 
the foot of the pete of Turin. _ 
_ %. His royal highness may have liberty to 
sell the barony of Essarts, and other estates and 
effects that he may have in France. 

8. The king consents that his royal highness 
may increase his dominions in Italy, as much 
as be shall think fit. 


Offers of France for Prossia; with the De- 
mands for Prussia; and the King’s Answers, 


4. The king of Prussia shall be acknowledged |. 


by France. 


@. The king shall let him peaceably enjoy | 


the sovereiguty of Neufchatel and Valengin, 
with promise néver to disturb him in this pos- 
‘ session, nor to give any sort of assistance to 


those who would dispute it with him.—Dem. for | 


Pr.—That the counties of Neufchatel and 
Valengin, be acknowledged as members of 
the Helvetic body, by the consent of his 


majesty.—K.’s Ans. This novelty does not] . 


depend on the consent of the kiog, all the 

_  Helvetic body is concerned in this propo- 

.- gitions it will not be unanimously received 

by all the members who compose it; it 

will be the interest of several to oppose it, 

‘and perhaps even all the Protestant can- 
tons will not be of the same mind. 

The counties of Neufchatel and Valengin 

are allies af the Swiss ;. the king will pro- 


to, take the money which is offered, or the 
frontier which he demands in Fratiche Comté. 
He offers orfly to leave the king the castle of 
TouX, in consideration of an equivalent. 
Moreover that the Jahds of the House of 
Chalons shall be adjudged to him, and that 


given against the Protestants of Orange shall 
be revoked.—K.’s Ans. The king thinks he 
does much, and that he gives a particular 
_ matk of his considetation for England, to 
give twelve hundred’ thousand livrés to 
this prince, under pretence. of buying his 
rights, which his majesty knows he cannot 
make use of lawfully against those who have 
pretensions to the principality of Orange. 
There is then no choice betwixt this 
offer, and a pretension so ill greunded as 
this of the pretended frontier, whicli the 
tninistets of Prussia have made a demand 
of in Franche Comté, — | 
The sum of twelve hundred thousand 
_’ livres, which is offered to their master, is a 
‘present which the king is willing to make 
him, for the good of the peace, and to 
colour it only with a pretext of buying his 
rights to the principality of Orange ; for 
otherwise the kin would have no other 
answer to make, than to give assurances, 
that he would leave those who have pre- 
tensions to the principality of Orange, 
the liberty to follow them, before the tn- 
bunals who ought to judge from them. 
This answer is the only one he’ can 
make on the subject of the lands of the 
House of Chalons, of which not any one 
has the appearance of sovereigoty, and 0 
consequence no pretence to withdraw 
themselves fromthe jurisdiction or the com- 
mon judges. , 7 
His majesty is accountable to no one 
for the edicts and decrees he gives for the 
domestic order of his kingdom. 


_ 6. If this prince accepts the conditions ahove- 


mentioned, the king will give him the title of 


majesty. 


7. The king consents, and demands himself, 


that the thirteen cantons should be iacladed ia 


the general peace. 
| & 


/ 


- 
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‘ Offers of France for Portucat, with the De- : twixt France and the Empire; so that the king . 


mands for PortucaL; and the King’s , will return Brisac and Fort de Kell, in the con- 
Answers. dition they are in, will yield Landau in the 
‘4. The king will turn into a-final treaty, the | Condition it is in, will demolish all the forts he 


ables treaty concluded betweenFrance and | 
ortugal in 1700, reserving to himself the free- 
navigation of the river of Amazons, which is | 
to be in common between the two nations.— 


is in possession of on the other side of the Rhine 
and in the Rhine, Fort Lewis to be ¢ompre- 
'hended amongst them, as also that of la Pile 
(near Strasburg; on condition, and not other 


Dem. for Por. That the advantages which have wise, that the king shall retain all what he is 


been promised to him by the House of Aus- 
tria, as well in Spain as in the Indies, be | ® 
_ granted to bim, viz. The towns of Badajoz, 
Alcantara, Albuquerque, and Valencia in 
Estramadura; those of Bayona, Vigo, Tuy, 
and Guardia in Galicia. | 
That all what is betwixt the river de la 
Plata and the Braziles be yielded to him, so 
that this river may serve for limits to the two 
countries, ~ : 
That king Philip the 5th yield to him for 
a barrier Coria, Ciudad Rodrigo, Pueblia de 
Canabria, and Montery, with their depen- 
dencies. ) 
Moreover, that Spain pay what is due to 
the ‘ancient Portugal company of the As- 
- giento; of which England and the States 
‘General are guarantees, — ee 
Lastly, That France yield to him the lands 
of Cape de Nord in South America, notwith- 
standing any provisional or final treaty. —K.’s 
Ans. If the king of Portugal had conquered 


~ Spain, or contributed by mighty armies 


’ to bring it under the obedience of the 
archduke, he would not make larger de- 
mands than those contained in this article. 
The catholic king will give nothing tothe 
Portuguese fn Spain. 


in possession of on the side of the river, agree- 
ble to the .treaty of Ryswick.— Dem. for Aus. 


That Strasburg be returned, Honingen, and 

New Brisac be demolished. °: as 
That Alsace do not remain in the hands of 

France ; ‘but ‘atcording to the interpretation 


- which the Empire and the House of Austria 
— do give to the literal meaning of the treaty of 
Munster.—K.’s Ans. The king will keep — 


Strasburg, which was yielded to his majes- 
_ty, not alone as a consequence of the right 
which the cession-of the Alsace gave him 
to that town, but likewise for an exchange 


for Fribourg, Brisac, and of the rightof . 


garrisoning of Plalipsburgb,; which his 
majesty acquired by- re Geto of West~ 
phaliaand Nimeguen. _—_—i 

The fortiGcations of New Brisac shall 
subsist, this place being. necessary for a 
barrier for France, when she returns Old 


_ Brisac to the House of Austria. 


There is no other interpretation‘to he 
given to the treaty of Munster, as to the 
possession of Alsace, than the meaning 


which was understood by the ambassadors | 


and ministers who signed the treaties of 
Nimeguen andRyswick. - 


2. The king shall acknowledge the elector 


It is not probable that he will be more | f Hanover. 7 


easy as to the'demands they make in the 


8. The elector of Treves shall be reinstated 


Indies. This is an article to be discussed | '9 the posession of his town of Treves, and 


een the plenipotentiaries of Spai general 
between the plenipotentiaries of Spain and Aus. e demands his re-establishment as 


Portugal, as also the accounts which are 
to be adjusted of what is due to the ancient 

, Portugal company of the Assiento. _ 
- One must only take notice, that if the 
pretensions of the Portuguese were listened 
_ to, the catholic king would have only 
' the name of king of Spain; but that in 
reality his kingdom would be shared with 
8 powerful enemy; that for to buy an un- 
certain and dangerous estate,\ they will 
oblige him to renounce his rights, and those 
of his posterity, to the monarchy of France, 
The king does a great deal for the Por- 
.tuguese, by his agreeing that the provi- 


in all what belongs to him.— Den. for 


grand prior of Castile, and the restitution 
of the fruits, which he pretends have only 


been sequestered.—K.’s Ans. The king pro- 
_ Mises to obtain from the king of SBniie 


that. the grand priorsbip of Castile s 


returned to the elector of Treves. — 


all be 


| As to the restitution of the fruits, his 
majesty promises his offices to procuge it, . 


- not knowmg the custom of Spain.in sueh 
cases; and this is another. point to be 


discussed with the plenipotent.aries.of that - 


crown. i - NpGrateds oe, She og , 
4. The king consents, if the Empire thinkg 


sional treaty, concluded at Lisbon in 1700, | £¢ that the Iandgrave of Hesse Cassel be put 
should be famed to a final treaty ; it. js | #2 possession of Rhinfelt, St. Goyr, and Kalz, 
all what his majesty‘can grant theth: they | 98 condition that matters ef religion. are kept 
asked for ne more when they signed the onthe same foot they now are.—- Dem. for Aus. 


_ treaty of an offensive alliance withthim and 
_ the king of Spain, | | eo 
ers’ of Francz for the House of Austnia | 
ae ss the Bowes 3 with the Dinecs: of the 
- House of Austria, and of the Empire 5 and] 
_ the King’s Answers. a 
‘4. The Bhine shall be the boundary be- 
Vot, VIL, : ee 


Itis demanded that the article of religion be 


-decided by the Empire.—-K,’s. Ans... As the 
7) Matter relates particulazly to the Eenpire, 


the king consents it should: be; referred to 
its decigion, we 


-As to what relates to:the. House of Austria 
= parculses the king prosnises, that the king 
ce} , 


pain shall yield to them the .kingdams of 


(M) 


« 


_ be 


‘ “oy 


exsist. = APPENDIX. —Repirt-rifating tothe: fore 


Naples and mpgracant one pages on ee 
cany ;-and..a@ te the dveny..o} Milan, thatiof at a a ph eb erhariranigla A. 
which shall gt, be yikldedto,therdukeef Savoy. He pee a States GEnznat, and 
The Spanish, Netherlands, excepting, the fee me és 3 be prades eee at : 
town and territory. of Gueldre,. which are tebe. | ..1.. The Cathotilc Low Countries, exodpt what 
kept by Prussia, ns. it ig, explained above. | part the king .is itq, keep, . and the-exception 
Dem. for Aus. Sicily, is. demanded for. the | abovementioned of Gelder, shall:belong in pro- 
. Boose of Avstrian—K,'s And. The:kingand | perty tu the House:pf Austria... 7 
4; .the.king of Spain -not only. engaged.to the 


g |. The barrier: shall:.be -formed out ‘of the 
;. -electar of Bavaria $0 ye-establish hinwin bis | Spanish Netherlands, as they are now: possessed 
.. Moamioions,, bus also to make -bim an 


by the: alhes,.to ‘which: Laixemiburg. ‘shall be 
wc amends ..far the Jogses che has: sustained | added, reserving the ptincipality of thirty: thou- 
.,, during the-course of this present war. .; | sand ofowns. per: ann. givén by -the-king of 
+, dtison this acoount thet the catholicking | Spain to madam the princess des Ursini, Namur, 
«hag: yielded, to.:bira the Spanish. Nether- | Chasleroy, Newport, Yptes,-and its chatelane, 
: .: lands-éf it must be that the elector. must. de- |. Furnes, and F urnantbac, Kuocque, Meénin, and 
_ ov  Sist froga them for: the. goad of the-peace, |. its district ;;on condition that Lille, inthe state 
5. the king and the kjng of, Spain ere obliged | it-now is.in, with its dependencies, shall be re- 
_ to make him some other amends; .the.| turned to France as an: equivalent forthe de- 
:a. kingdom of Sicily is the only:state which | molition of Donkirk aud.Tournay, "with the 
: 1 Spain ean give te-this prince, and to satisfy | district.of Tournay, Douay, Bethune, Aire, St, 
- the engagements entered into with him. | Venant, and. Bouchain, ‘ur the condition they 
. . Lt ig the amore necessary to stipulate-this | are in, with what belongs to them, as. likewise 

. . €ondition, being it appears that the Empire 


all the guns .and stozes ef war, which shall be 
-,, Oppose his, being-re-established in his rank | found in.them, in.exchange for the places which 
Of first-elector; and that it is demanded 


France adds to fortify -the. barrier, and those 
~ » that theUpper Palstinate should be kept | which will be yielded by the-elector of Bavaria, 
- sby the elector Palatine, and after him by 


who is actually in possession of them.— Den. 
4». prince Charles of Neubourg,: his- brother ; |, for the Sé. Gen. Besides the places offered for 
; -/ Not to return ta the elector of Bavaria or} . the, barrier, the. cession .of Tournay, and the 
4. his children, but after:-the death of these } district of Tournay, is demanded ; a3 likewise 
vlapmineesy ee vd Condé, the. guns, and stores of war, which are 

_ °6.°'The whole qn ‘condition that the electors 


in the places which are.to be:yielded, 
of Cologne and Bavaria be re-established iu | a Gh ooaeees ad ee brie 
their’ dominichs, dignities, goods, and move- blood ag Per a ath eee 
ables, &c.—- Dem. for Aus. “Phey will not be | | 200 royal of France, to all rights present or 
- ‘against thé dachy of Bavaria’s being returned 


to come, or which possibly may, to all what. 
'“'.to the elector of that name, and that he shall shall comp aed the barrier: whole ies 
be the ninth’ and’ Iastélector, on condition. 
“‘ghat te shall give wp his pretensions to the 
‘Upper Palatinate, :and ‘the dignity of first 
-¢@lector, without hopes ‘of enjoying it, but 
‘after the death of thé elector Palatine, and of 
" Iptince Charles of Neubourg, his brother. 
"And as to the elector of Cologne, when he | 
“shall be reinstated’ in’ Kis dominions, it shall 
““be‘iti the choice of the ‘nlfies whether they | 
_ ‘wilt garrison the town of Bonn, or not:—K.’s 
" or Poe condition pe peauuio 
‘tothe ciector of Bavaria, the king is willing | i SS het s oth! 
:! "to consent’to it, ‘allowing the aciendk ae we hetarh - oan a ae i pwery thing 
_,, the Kingdom of Sicily; Vecause the title of } «7 j* tO be feared Ha se ey: Be ee tothack 
“"'Ritig “will wipe off what’ is shocking, in} ” PA idea aa re te coe ibs 
* “being the last elector, which they will give | ~ elie i fllonap deste orem 
, = leennce _ place pea = ga “§ ae -and ant ee — 
See © 6 Per Bel We ip Gee amen ere ean ye e-nasto aggranaize bimseH, dt can 
| “His majesty propases, that’ the fortifica- be doubte Paes eitler,. but:that ‘he will be 


«4 © iis of Bonn should be demblished : and 7 
pea oe ee one moebed and | powerfully assisted by the republic of Hol- 
” “this expedient seenis more suitable to him, land; experience having shewn, that far 


ee ee Cartisoiiin tnat piace, which | from being afraid of the power of the 
, Alouse of Austria, this republic makes its 


oart 
’ glory'and satety consist in Tie el the 


e ‘ 


Offers of Franck for thSra res GENERAL, with 


an ne 


“a Tt. DOA ct ate ne Sida AT on Se ’ 
ae is refused to agree abowt the principality 
granted or ‘reserved. for .the:princess des 
Ursini.— K.’s Ans.. The king insists upon the 
restitution of Tournay,: and: the district of 
Tournay, as being essential ‘to.secure the 
-: barrier which France has o¢casion for on 

. the side of the Low: Countries... 
-! . This ‘barrier . is: the . more important, 
“being the strength of the House af Aastria 
... becomes formidable, by ‘the reuniting 80 
-mmany . considerable ‘dominions - in’ the 


‘™ ddes not depend ‘on the elector of Cologne, |. 
ehh) Set” cate lalla ahs he ae BAP. Ss % ots Ae 
-,@. A. general pardon. sball -be granted reci- | ty Corisist In mip uy 
” numbet of the dominions’ of this powerful 
PP ouse, Pee Po 


procally to the subjects.of ali the :perts of the |” 
The same reason of seouthig the frontier 


_ Spanish ‘Monarchy, who. ‘shall: have: followed |, | 
i. wf bis <kiogdom;: requiies: ‘hae the. king 


-dlifferent parties ia this war, with restitution of | 
; their honours and evates, oo 


eluxxi] 


should keep the town of Condé; and his 

majesty will not relax any thing upon this 
article. — eS tei 

Being he knows all the consequences of 

. . it, he:will-be very sensible of the pleastre 

. which England wall: give~him, in: Coxtri- 

, buting that. Tournay-and ‘its district. may 

be restored, and causmmg all dematids about 

Condé to-be. laid aside > and:to: give real 


tokens of it to that crown, his: majesty will | 


-. ‘Qblige himself, thas' if Tournay: and its 
, district are retursed to‘him, that all de- 


7 mands about ‘Condé be-daid aside, :and 


* 


, that he Keeps that place by: the peace. 
. in this case he will consent, purely: out: of 

. regard to England, to filt up the port of 
Dunkirk; though -his majesty. being sen 
sible of the damage that this: article,'so 

. strenuously demanded hy the: English, wilt 
- . be-to him, bas always tefhsed to agree to it. 
- +» He will moreover. consent to demolish 
. . the fortifications of Burgh St. Dinox, with 
. Fort. Franco's which belongs to it:..and 
even, if 2 is necessary, to yield this de- 


_ ~ Netherlands shall belong. °. | 
, ' © - He will hkewrse consent to leave the 
cannon and the stores of war which shall 

‘ be found m the places he will yield, on con- 
‘dition that the:cannor‘and stores of war do 

- likewise remain in the places which siialt be 
yielded to him, and ‘belong to his rhajesty. 
The agreement ought to be reciprocal ; 

- either to. Jeave all the artillery, and what 


. yielded, as well on the ting’s sftle, as on that 

_ - Of bis enemies ; or to regulate the quantity’ 

- ..which shatt be left in each of the places. 
The renunciation which is demanded of 


_ limimaries' of #09... There would be 


soany reasons to refuse it, as unnecessary, 


: and' everi’ as absurd 
.. wilingtoagreetoit, 98 = =. 
. Being: the priocipality reserved of the 
princess: des, Ursini has no relation to the 
‘public affairs, the king desires the diffi- 
+ culty on this-bedd, may be:surmounted. 
» 3. As to the trade of {Spain and the Indies; 


; but us majesty is 


ef Charles:a. Aad as to that of France, it shall 
be as ft isfstipulated by the treaty of Ryswick ; 
aod the Tariff of 1664 shall be followed ex- 
cepting the four species of merchandize, on 


the conditions which shall be agreed upon.—- | 


Dem. for St. Gen. : It is reserved to treat con- 
. cerning the four species of merchandize 
7 Ks Ans, ' The king agrees to it. : 


‘ ; 


: ie . . 3 : No.35- ; 4 
astruciions for aur right Trust 

-. loved cousin and counsellor He 
Bolingbroke, whom we have 


1 bo the Court of France. . .. 


lenry Viscount 
appointed to go 


. Mow are ishmediately to repair to dhe court of 
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‘ecution of the arti¢le 
,of the two monarchies of France. and Spain, 
iwill require: you are therefore, before you sign 
‘the convention aforesaid, to expe si 
_assurances that the terms which we demand of 
‘France and! Spain. shall be made gaod tabis 
iv 


1 a 


+ fete 


» 


France ;' and. béing arrived thete, to demand | 
‘an audience of his‘most christian iajesty; °° | 


- You are to present to this pritide our letter 
which is herewith, delivered to-yor?s'wnd to-ac- 
quaint him’ that we Sbeerve, with préat Concera 
that new difficulties: have arisen; and néw “de- 
lays have béew created in thehegotiation, which 


-we thought on the point-of béing. concluded. 


Fhat we have sent you over fully instracted in 
all our inteistions, aad folly authorised to treat \ 


_ and settle every thing nécessary to remove the 
_ @bstructions which ‘hinder ‘the général suspen> 
‘sion of arms from taking place ;:Fhat: you aré 
: likewise impowered to‘concért. with: ‘his minis- 
_ ters the -most proper mieang of preventing such 
other differences as can be now forebeen, and of 
' settling the treaty of peace in’ such & course 
; as may bring it to a happy and spéédy conclu- 
| $10n. a. separ tas Mace ES ee Ge Vag. VES. VEG 

:- You are to add the agsurances of our earn- 
| est desire to see.a perfect guod understanding 
' between the two nations restored ; ‘dnd to use 
, all other terms of civility, which thay be propet 
: ‘ineurname. -*.. oar | 

+: amolished town to the prince to whom the |: 


When you proceed to treat with the ministers 


| at this court, you will begin, by acquainting - 
‘them, ‘that: we have directed and: impowered 


you.to conclade and ‘execute the convention 
for a general suspension df arms by sea and — 


'land, between uy and: France and Spain; And 
‘we do hereby authorise you accordingly to agree 


to the same for two, for three, or four months, | 


or to continue it til] the conclusion of the 
peace, Sa nak. tala ; 
- belongs'to it, in the places which are-tobe |' 


But whereas wie hy ot yet tecsiyed, sts 


‘faction in those demands which we have thought 


fit to make in the behalf of the duke of Savoy ; 


_And whereas the settlement-af the term for the 
( “suspension of arms. must in..great measure be 
the king, is a clause taken out of the preli- |: 


verned by the time, which the. complete ex- _ 


for preventing the Unjon 
‘positive 


i a highvess, and as, far. fosth as_ possible .to 
just and determine, the forms of. the sevesal 


‘renuaciations and settlements... 
it shall be on the same feot it was in the reign |: 


As to the :barrier. which his royal highness 


‘demands And judges, necessary for his security 


.on the side of France, you are not required to 

insist to have those articles immediately granted 

which have beeo hitherto peremptorily refused . 
‘by his miost christian, majesty; nor on the 
other hand, are you to agree to any thing 
‘which may foreclose. the. duke.of Savoy from 
negotjating for himself, This point we chuse to 
leave to. be settled between the two powers 
concerned, .but- you will not. fail to’ recom- 


“mend. to the French ministers to basten the 
Cea, S conclusion of it, jnsinuating to them that 
and. well be- | though: you: can.agree-to the suspension of arms 
| without .waiting to have this’bartier intirely — 


settled:;: yet. that. you do not imagine there 


_will he any possibility of prevailing on ‘is to 
sign thé peace with Frasce’and’ Spais, uiiless 


ron 


4 


' 


ra 
' 


o 


elxxsii], ©. APPENDIX.—ditsport relasing dathe". = [chexsiv. 
elector; and except the Upper Palatinate, both . 


full satiefaction be given to his royal. highness, 
and uoless we can.take him along with us in. 
the doing thereof... Senne SON a Se as 
There seems to be little or no difference be- . 
- tween what bas been.propased from hence, and 
what is agreed to on the part of France,.con- 
cesning the right to be established im the duke 
of Savoy. and his children, immediately after 
Philip and his ehildren, to thesuccession to the 
crown of Spain and the: West Indies. 
You.are therefore to: -have this article again 
explained, and to bring it as near as possible to 
the terms made use of in the meniorial drawn 
by. the caunt de Maffei: apon this subject. . 
Concerning the cession of Sicily, you are to. 
insist that.it be made in the manner demanded 
by us.; and that this.act, as well as those ne- 
cessary on the precedent head, be finished at 
the same time as the reounciationa and settle- 
ments.of thecrowns.of France and Spaia shal! 
be. made. = 5 ; : . foo : ‘ . ° 
You: are to refuse to consent te defer the 
actual surrender of this island to his royal bigh- 
~ ness till the general peace; Bat you are at 
liberty to agree that.he shall not take passes- 
sion thereof, until his and our peace be made 
with France aod Spain. In other respects, 
you will bring this article likewise as near as 
possible to the terms made use of by the count 
_ de Maffei in bis memorial. . | 
It seems too indifferent to either side, whe- 
ther a formal suspension of arms be agreed to 
between France and Savoy, or not to have this 
matter much insisted on; and there may be 
some reasons why in prudence the duke of 
Savoy’s accommodation sheuld be yet a while 
concealed. You will therefore have the less 
regard to this point, and treat for bis royal high- 
ness, upon the supposition and condition of his 
coming into the peace when we:shall do so. 
And whereas it has been surmised that his royal. 
highness might think of exchanging Sicily 
for some other territories contiguous to his own, 
which would by no means:be agreeable to our 
design, or to the interests ofour kingdoms ; you 
may therefore consent to an article to prevent. 
the exchange or alienation of this kingdom from 
the house of Savoy. . ~ 
As to the second point which you are to ad-. 
just, .es far forth as is possible, we haye. direct- 
ed what has been prepared by the civiliang 
upon this subject, to be put intu your hands;. 
of which you will make tle. best use you. are. 
able, and you will endeayour to agree the se- 


vera] ; forms ja such mauner, and to ,coucert |: 


euch measures for the dispatch of then, that 
when the. persons whom we shall think fit to. 
appaint to be witnesses of these renunciations. 
and settlements, shall arrive ia. France and 
Spain, tere’ may be: aa ‘little room. as possible. 
left fordisputeordelay.. «0, 

The most christign king being very earnest: 
to obtain sume advantageous.conditions for the. 
late elegtay of Bavaria 3. you. are to inform the. 
Freach ministers, : that-we shell readily agree to 
‘have this prince restored, to.all which he en- 
Joyed im the: empire, exceps his rank of first 


which are-focremain and beleng to the ‘elector: 
Palatine. We think this a sufficient’ cenoes-.-- 
sion on our part in favour of the priace above- | 
mentioned, who beieg in possession. of Na- 


‘mar, . Luxemburg, Chasleroy, and. New 


use:may be made thereof in the general treaty 
of. peace: and he may bave.an opportanity 
there, in exchange :for these places and coun- 
airs to obtain something farther . for. him- 
gel, ... ‘o: : rn , ‘ ect 
You may however, if you shall find it for 
our service, consent on our part, that he have 
the kingdom of Sardinia yielded to him; for 
the _obtaining whereof, the possession just 
now mentioned seems.to be an adequate secu- 


rity, 
Tn treating of the several matters entrusted 
to your management, you are to have especial 


‘care.to avoid entangling us.in any new eagage-- 


ments ; and for that purpose, you: areto say . 
andto repeat, that we shall willingly enter into . 
the. common. guarantee for. supporting .that 
settlement of Europe which shall be estabitshed 
by the general peace ;-but.that:we . will zot -be. 
tied down to any stipulation which may. oblige 
us to make war, and especially with our old 
allies, in order to procure this settlement.. Is 
is advantage enough to France that the conduct. 
‘of our allies has made it reasonable, .sust,. add . 
even necessary for us to withdraw bureelves out: 
of the present war. . ae oo 
After you shall have received sufficient sa- 
tisfaction in all the points before. mentioned, « 
you may proceed to speak to such artioles as 
relate particularly to the interests of Great 
Britain, and endeavour to have such.of them, 
as there may appear to he any doubt con~ 
cerning, explained in the most advautageous 
menner, 7 Ps 


_ You will likewise do.yaur best to discover 


upon the several parts of the general pian of 
peace, what the real ultimatum of France may 
be; and upon this bead you are. to.say, that | 
when we shall conclude our treaty, it may be 
expedient to fix a time for the allies to comme in. 
During .which, our goud offices shall be em- 
played to reconcile the disputes which may 
arise, aod to render the peace general. Bue 
we shall not do any thing like imposing: the 
scheme offered .by France. upon our -allies,. 
or debarring them:fram. the liberty of endea-:- 
vouring to obtain ‘still betser terms for. them- 
selves, . aoe ae 
‘tion for the ,suspension of arms, you may. dis-. 
patch:te our trusty and well beloved sir: John. 
Jennings koight, our admiral, and commander 


-in ehief of oar fleet in the Mediteraueao, to .. 


4 


-our trusty and well beloved William Chetwynd | 


}-esquire, aut envoy extraordinary to the repube — 
-lic of Genoa, and to the commander in chiefof._ 
-our troops in Catalonia, our orders, which are. 


herewith put into your hands; end at:the same. - 
‘time you ese_to concert with the ministers of 

‘France, not anly the safe retreat of the empe- | 
ror’s fesces out of Catalonia, if bis imperial. 


When, you. shall have concluded the'consen-- | 


~ 


majesty shall think fit to withdraw them, but 
also the arch of the Portuguese troops,: which 
are now serving there; back:to their. own coun~- 


Tie have- likewise ordered fifty passes signed 
by. us in blank, to bepot into your bands, ‘which 
you will exchange against:the! hke numwber, as 
soon as the suspension shall be agreed; And 
you may acquaint the French .mmisters that 


-more will besent from hence by every oppor- 


tunitf. Given at our court at Windsor Castle, 
July 33, 1712, in. the 11th year of our ee 
oie: = te : eo BE oka | yihst ; A. < 


No. 36. : ) 
_ Hague, June 5, 1712, N.S. 


Madam 5 After: ail the proofs - which your 
‘majesty hes given during’ the ‘course of your 


glonous reign, of your creat zeal for the public 
good, and of your adherence to the common 
cause of the high allies, after ‘so many marks 
you-have:had the.goodness to give us of :your 


pablic, and after the repeated assucances'ygu 
ave given.ts, and that very lately too, of your in- 
tentions, that yoor troops should act against the. 


common enemy; until the war was eoucladed 
peace: it 1s impossible we should 


by a general 
not:be surprised and afflicted by two declara- 
tions we have lately seceived one after another, 
in the nanie’ of your majesty ;. the first by the 
duke of Ormond, your general, that: he could 


— undertake nothing. without new orders from 


you; the other by the bishop of Bristol, your 
plenipotentiary to the’ congrese:at Utrecht; 


‘that your majesty perceiving that we did not 


answer as we ought the proposal which you 


_had made us, aud that we would not act in 


concert with your. ministers, un the subject of 
peace, you would take vour measures apart ; and 


that you did not:look upon yourself to be now- 


uuder any obligation whatever with ‘respect to 


"As soon as we-had notice of those declara- 


tions, we sent orders to our, minister, who has 
the honour to reside at your majesty’s court, te 
represent to you the reasons of our surprise, 
and the consequences of those declarations, 
and to request you with that respect which we 
‘always had, and gee we pee for ever .enter- 
tain fer your roya on, that you give other 
orders to the duke’ of Ormond. that’ he may 
act witb.all possible vigour, according to the 
exigency: of the. war;.and that: your majesty 
would have the.goodness to entertain other 
sentiments of us, than those which the bishop 
of Bristel-has deelared to our plenipotentiaries 
at Utrecht. =«° Me, ee me 


Bat the more we consider those ‘declarations, | 


the more important we find them, and the more 
we apprehend. the consequences : .. Therefore 
we could not forbear applying ourselves by 
this letter directly to your majesty, hoping that 
you will consider it, as we jee ourselves 
you will, both from your great prudence.and 
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. republic.: 


come, in those 
operations of the campaign were’ designed s 
-which may make such enterprizes: impossible 


. really is composed of the troops 


[cl as er 
wisdom, and from your so much famed zeal for 


the public welfare; particularly from::your 
usual friendship and affection for us and our 


. 


We protest before all things, that as we ever | 


‘had a true friehdship, ag weil as the highest res- 


pect for your majesty, ‘and a sincere affestion: 
toali your interests, with an earnest desire to 
live in a perfect good understanding and union: 


with you : we have still the same: seritiments,’ | 
and shall alweys' preserve ‘them, wishing ‘for 


nothing more, than to‘be able'to'give your mae 

jesty the most convincing prodfs of it. 
After this, we pray your majesty to consider, 

according to your great penetration, ‘whether 


-we have not jost ground to be surprised, when 


we see ® stop put, by.an order in your majesty’s 
name, without our knowledge, to the operations | 
of the confederate army, the finest amd strong- 


‘est which perhaps has been in the field during: 
: the whole course of the war, and provided! with 
‘all necessaries to act with vigour; and this 


after they had marched, according to the reso-. 


| _ lution taken in concert with ynur majesty’s ge~ 
“tender affection, and of your friendship to our re-|: 
| superiority both as:to the nember and goodness 


neral, almost up to’ the enemy, with a great 
of troops, and animated with a noble courage 
and zeai to acquit themselves bravely ; ‘so that 
in-all human appearance, and with the divine 
assistance, which we have experienced s0 visi- 
bly on so many other: occasions, we ‘should 


‘have been able, either by battle or sieges, to: 


ain ‘great advantages over the enemy, to have 

ttered the affairs of the allves, and to facili- 
tate the negotiations of peace. a 
» We flatter ourselves indeed with the hopes: 
which the duke of Ormond bas given us, that 
in a few days he expects otber orders; but in 
the mean tine we are sorry ‘to see one of the 
finest opportunities lost, being’ uncertain whe- | 


ther we shall have another so favourable, since- 
‘the enemy have time given them to fortify them-' 
‘selves and take théir precautions, while the‘ 


army‘of the allies-lies stil without action; and 
consuming the forage all round,' deprive. then’ 
selves of the means of sabsisting for time to! 
places, where by ‘concert, the 


hereafter, as were practicable now, and “con-: 
sequently render the-whole campaign unsuc- 
cessful, to the ‘inestimable. prejudice -of' the: 
common cause of thehighallies.: © - - 

. Certainly when we consider the army, a3 iv 
of your ma- 
jesty and the other allies, joined’ together: by: 


common concert, to act for the’ greatest au- 
‘ vantage-and furtherance of the cotnmon cause, 


and the assurafces ‘which~ your majesty had 
iven us by your letters, by your ministers, and: 
ast of all, by yaur general ‘the ‘duke of Or- 
mond, of your intentions, ‘that your troops 


Should be ordered to act with: their useal vi-’ 


gour,: as well as the engagements into which 


your majesty is entered, not-only with respect — 
‘to us but also separately and jointly with us, in”. 
respect ta the other allies, it is very difficalt for. . 


_. jesty and. us, and the two nations, might 


elxxxviijJ 


g0 prejjidicial to the common cause, given so 
suddenly without our knowledge, and undoubt- 
edly too without the knowledge of the other 
allies, can agree and consist with the nature of 
an alliance, and with those assurances and en- 
gagemenis just now mentioned. For though 
according to the declaration of the bishop of 

Zristol, your majesty holds yourself to be dis- 
engaged from every obligation with regard to, 
us, it is plain that the matter now in question, 
ig not our particular interest or advantage, but 
that of all the allies, who will suffer by the. 
prejudice which an order, so little expected, 
must needa bring to the commen cause. — 

. Bur, madam, we cannot forbear telling your. 
majesty, that the declaration made by the 
bishop of Bristol at Utrecht has no less sur- 
prised us, than that of the duke of Ormond in 
the army. . It appears.to. us so extraordinary, 
that we know not how to reconcile it with the 
great goodness and kindness. which your ma- 
esty, has always honoured us with; and not 

bane able to conceive how. such a sudden 
change could happen with respect to us; we 
are not only surprised, but afflicted at it. We 
have carefully examined our conduct, and find 
nothing.in it that can have given ground to 
that dissatisfaction which your majesty ex-. 
presses with us by this declaration. ' 

_ From the very first day that your majesty 
ascended the throne, we testified all the de- 
ference that you could desire from a state in 
friendship and alliance with you. We care- 
fully sought-after your amity and affection; and 
considering the happy. effects, which a good intel- 
ligence, harmony, and union; betwixt your ma- 
ro- 

duce, and have bs A produced, and fhe adi: 
vaptage which resulted: from thence to both, 
as well as to the common cause of ali the al- 
lies, we made it our business heartily to culti- 
‘vate them, aod more and ‘more to gain your 
majesty’s confidence, and to conform ourselves 
to your. sentiments as much as possibly we 

could... ©... ao n 

We think that we gave a signal proof of 
this, particularly with regard tothe negotiations 
of peace, since not only after we were informed 

_of the conferences formerly held in England. 
upon this subject, we did expect that your ma- 

esty would give us. an account of them: hav- 
ing this firm confidence. ‘in your friendship for 
vor republic, and in your zeal for the good of 
the common cause, that nothing would be 
done.to prejudice us andthe other -alhes; but 
also when your majesty communicated to us 


the preliminary articles signed by M. Mesna 


_ ger in England, andwhen- yeo proposed to us: 
the calling-and holding a:congress fora generel: 
peace, and required of us to grant, for this end, 
necessary passports for the enemy’s ministers, 


weconseated to it, though we had many reasons 
which to us seemed very ‘well grounded, : not to’ 


enter inte such a-treaty without a better found- 


ation; or: at least: without the concurrence of 
the other allies; but we preferred your ma- 
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us to conjecture and conceive, how an order, 


‘more than our concurrence in 


[clxxxvila 


jesty’s sentiments to our own, in ‘order to: give 


you a new proof of our deference... 


We did no less with respect to the difficul- 
ties which were started on the subject of the 
treaty. of mutual guaranty for the succes- 
ston of the Protestant line to your majesty’s 
kingdoms, and for our barrier ; 9 treaty. of 
such importance to the two nations, that we 
look upon it as the strongest tie that. gould be 
thought on to unite for ever the hearts. and in- 
terests of both, concluded after the maeturest 
deliberation, and ratified, on both. sides. in _the 
most authentic form:. for though we might 
have stood to the treaty ag it was, yet we en- 


_tered into a negotiation upon those difficulties, 


and particularly on .the poiit of the Assiento, 


, concemiog which we gave our plenipotentiaries 


sach insttuctions, that we no longer doubted 
but all the.difficulties would have been adjusted 


to mutual content, and that we should thereb 


have intirely regained your, majesty’s conf- 
dence, and the rather, because in. the first place 
when thé meeting of a congress, for a geveral 
peace was in hand, your majesty. declared to 
us by your ambassador, that you desired na 

. that single poiat, 
and this only mark of our confidence, and that 


‘then you would give us strong and real proofs 


of your affection towards us, and of. your up- 
right intentions with respect to the common cause 
of allthe allies; and that afterwards, when 
the difficulties about the swecession and-the bar- 
rier were raised, your majesty did likewise as- 
sure us, that if we would remit something upon 


‘the most essential points, and particularly — 


about the affair of the Assienta, it would be 
the true way to re-establish a mutual confidence 
which beiiug once restored, your majesty would 
take particularly tu heart the interest of this 
state, and act in conjuaction with us, in. the 
whole negotiation, to ébtain an honourable, 
good, and sure peace. | Sea: o 
But we find ourselves very much out.in our. 
expectation; since, at the very same time, 
when we made the greatest advances towards 
your majesty, and that we did verily believe we 
should come to an agreement about the. points 
in difference, we see the earl of Strafford goue 
without finishing that affair, we see the army 
stopt in the beginning of its career, and we 
hear a declaration, by which your majesty looks. 
upon yourself to be disengaged from all obli-: 
gations with us; for which. the reasons alleged 
are, That we have not answered, as we gught,. 
the advances your majesty made towards us, 
‘and that we would not ‘act in concert with your 
ministets aboit the peace.  ° 
~ Hyour majesty will be pleased “to Took with 
a favourable and equitable eye’upon our con- 


duct, wé flatter ourselves, and have a firm,con-- 
fidence, ‘that you' will ‘find nothing in it which 
can give you such disadvantageous ideas and 
thoughts of us, but that you will rather find that 


‘we have perfornied, and do still perform, all 


that’ we are bound to, as good and faithfu)-al- 
lies, and'purticulatly to your majesty.” 
What we lave said already gught perhaps be 


_ one of the most effectual methods to maintam and 
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sufficient to peruaie you of it, but we must | upon us to determine the fate of all the other 
add, that having always esteemed your ma- | allies; by which his imperial majesty and the 
jesty’s affection, and a good harmony betwixt } other confederates might have been’ pushed on 
the two nations, as one of the strongest supports | to separate measures, and to take'stch steps as 
of our state, and of the protestant religion, and as | would be no ways agreeable to your majesty’s 

interest nor ours. ee ee 
advance our common interests, and those. of} - We thought -these reasons strong enough 
the whole confederacy; and this sincere opi- | to justify our condact to your majesty on this 
nion being firmly imprinted on our hearts, we | head, and if we did-not enter, with all the rea- 
were never backward to communicate and | diness which you might have wished for, into 
consult in all confidence with your majesty and | the concert proposed, we hope that at’ most 
your ministers upon the affairs of the peace, | your majesty will look upon our backwardness 
according to the foundations laid down in the | only as an excess of prudence, or of scruple, 
grand alliance and other treaties; we declare | and not in the least as a want of confidence in 
that we have always been inclinable and ready | your majesty, while the allies aright have consi- 


t 
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to do it, and are so still, as far as we can, with- 
cat prejudice to the other allies,.and without 
departing from or acting against the engage- 
ments, treaties, and alliances, which we have 
entered into. “A 

“But, madam, all the: propdsals hitherto made 
to us pon that subject were couched in very 
general terms, without communicating to us the 
result of the negotiations betwixt your majesty’s 
ministers and those of France, nor even your 
majesty’s thoughts about the subject, which we 
ought to have concerted together; it is true that, 
jn some of the last conferences your majesty’s 
‘ghinisters- demanded to know whether ours were. 
fornished with a full power, ‘and authorised to 
draw up a plan for the peace; but it had been 
just, before such a thing was demanded of us, 
that they should have communicated the result 


your tajesty’s ministers and those of the ene- 
my; or at least, they should have told us your 
sr a thoughts. “°° : 

‘ Had that plan related only to your majesty’s 
interests and ours, we should perhaps have been 
in the wrong not to have forthwith come into 
it, though even in’ that case the affair would 
not have been without its difficulties, since the 
least notice of it whicli should have come ,to 
the enemy must have been very prejudicial ;_ 
but 4s the’plan in question concerned the in-, 
térest'of all the allies, and almost all Europe, 
we had very strong apprehensions, that as the 


‘ particular negotiations betwixt your majesty’s 
ministers ‘and those of France, and the readi-' 


ness with'which wé consented ‘ta the congress 
at Utrecht, and to the giving of passports to the . 
enemy’s ministers, bad already o¢casioned 
abundance of suspicions and niuch uneasiness" 
to his impérial majesty and ‘the other allies; we 
eS ay er eS, peilie ete Te 
say, we apprehend-that his imperial majesty: 
and the’ other allies coming to Knew (whi 
would have been very difficult to conceal from 
them) the concert ‘betwixt, your mrajesty’s*mi-_ 
nisters and ours for a plan of peace, and that, 
before the ministers of France Fad given a Spe-. 
cilic'answet’ to the demands of ‘the. allies, their 
saspicions and uneasiness would have increased, 
arid ‘that way of proceeding might have given 


, them’ ground to entertain prejudicial thoughts, | 


‘dered it asa departing from the treaties, and 


particularly from the' eighth article of the grand 
alliance: we also hope that your majesty (for 
the reasons here alleged) will lay aside those 
hard thoughts of os, as if we had not answered, 
as we ought, the advances which your majesty 
made towards us, and that we would not act in 


‘coneert with your. mihisters upon the subject of 


the peace. But, madam, though your majesty. 
should net acquiesce in our reasons (of which, 
however, we cannot doubt) we pray your ma- 
jesty to consider whether that bé sofiicient for 
your majesty to think that you are disengaged 
from al] obligations with respect to us. 

_Had we acted against, and contravened tle 
engagements and treaties which we had the 
honour to conclude with your majesty, we might 
have expected from your goodness and justice 


" of the negotiations so long treated of betwixt |-that you would have represented those contra- 


ventions to us, and not have looked upon your- 
self to be disengaged till such time as we had 
refused to give all necessary redress; but'as we 
did no ways engage to enter with your majesty 
into a concert, to draw up a plan of peace, 
without the participation of the other members 
of the grand alliance, the backwardness we have 
shewn upon that head cannot be looked upon 
‘a8 a contravention of our engagements, and 
therefore caunot serve to disengage your mae 
jesty from yours, with respect to us; since we 
are verily persuaded that we have fully answer- 
ed all our treatics, and all our alliances, both 
with your majesty and with the high allies in 
general,*and that we have done more in. this. 

resent war than could in justice and equity 
bac been expected from us; all the difference 
betwixt your majesty ahd us in this poiat.is no 
more, if rightly considered; than a disparity of. 


sentiments. ne ae ae ae 
_ : In truth, madam, if for such a cause betwixt’ 
\potentates allied. and united together by the 
strongest and strictest-ties of alliance, mterest, 
‘and religion, ahy one of these potentates could . 
quit all their engagements, and disengage : 


‘themselves from all, their obligations, there i8-, 


‘no tie sg strong which may net :be hrokest any. 
time, and. we know of no‘ engagements ‘that:: 


~ 
, 
. 
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could be xelied.onin:time to come... 2: 7S. 
We assure ourselves, that when your majesty * 


as ifit had been the intentign of your majesty | considers the consequenges, you wilk. not pors:. 
and us to abandon the grand alliance‘and the | sist in the declaration which the bishop of, 
cbinmwn Cause, or at least that. we alone took | Bristol hafmade ; we beseech you with all the 

‘ 7 9 : 
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respect, and all the earnestness of which: we 
are capable, that you would not; and also that 
you would be pleased to revoke the order given 
to the duke of Ormond, if it be not revoked al- 
ready, and that you would authorize him to act 
according to eccurrences, and as the exigency 
of the war and the advancement of the common 
cause shall require. ng 
We also request you, madam, to communi- 
cate to us the result of the conferences betwizt 
our ministers and those of the enemy, or at 
east your thoughts upon the peace; and we 
will endeavour to give your majesty all imagina- 
ble proofs of our deference for your sentiments, 
and of our sincere desire to preserve your valu- 
able friendship as much as we can, without 
acting contrary to the faith of the engagements 
into which we have entered by treaties and al- 
liances with your majesty and other potentates. 
We are firmly persuaded, that it is not your 
Majesty’s intention in any manner to break 
them, since you have always been of the same 
opinion with us and the other allies, that a good 
union betwixt the allies, not only during the pre- 
sent war, but also after the peace shall be con- 
cluded, is, and always will be, the most solid, 
and even the only method to preserve the 1i- 
berty and independency of all together, and of 
every one in particular, against the great power 
of France. . 
We expect also, that after having given such 
great and signal proofs of your wisdom, of your 
firmness, and of your zeal, for the support of the 


common cause, your majesty will not now 


take such resolutions as may be prejudicial to. 
us and the other allies; but that, in orderto ob- 
tain an honourable, sure, and general peace, 
. you will pursue the same methods, and kee 

to the same maxims, which you formerly held, 
and which Almighty God hath blessed in so re- 
markable a manner by victories and great 
events, which will render the glory of your ma- 

’s reign immortal. 


Jenny's reig | 
e again renew to your majesty the assu- | - 


rances of our high and perfect esteem for your 
person and friendship, as also of our intentions 
and sincere desires to entertain with your ma- 
jesty the sane good correspondence, harmony, 
and union, as before, and to cultivate the same 
betwixt the two nations, as far as it shall Jie in 
our power; and we pray your majesty to pre- 
serve likewise for us and our republic your 
« former affection. We refer for the rest to what 
the Sieur Van Borsele, our envoy extraordinary, 
has: further to shy to your majesty on this sub- 
ject. And pray the Almighty, &c. 


No. 87. . 
Fontainbleau, Aug. 2%, N. S. 1712. 


My Lord; I left Calaison Monday, accord-. 


ing to what I writ to your lordship from that 
place, and proceeded: on my journey to Paris, 


where I arrived about six o'clock, Wednesday 


in the evening. On the road I took all possi- 
ble precautions to conceal my name, and to 
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[exciz 
avoid all sort of ceremony, by stopping to re 
fresh myself as little as Jonsible, cad hes I 
did stop, by chusing to do ‘it out of the great 
towns. My care was, however, in a great mea- 
sure fruitless; and they did their utmost in the 
places through which I passed, to shew their 
respects to the queen; so that I arrived at least 
as much fatigued with compliment as tired - 
with ny journey. 

Soon after I got out of my chaise, a gentleman 
came to me from Madame de Croissy, brought 
her coach, invited me to supper, and told me 
that M. de Torey was coming post from Fon- 
tainbleau to nfeet me. In effect I had not been 
long at the Hotel de Croissi before he arrived, 
There was no resisting his importunities, as well — 
as his mother’s, and I was forced to continue 
with them during my stay at Paris. In thes 
two days J lost no time, but pursued ber ma- 
jesty’s instructions with all the application I 
am master of; and I humbly hope that I have 
been so happy as to answer the purposes for 
which she sent me hither. 

We began with the interests of the duke of 
Savoy; from whence the principal obstacle to 
the conclusion of the suspension of arms by sea 
and land arose, and after some contestation 
have adjusted them in this manner. 

The night of this prince and of bis family to 
the crown of Spain and the Indies, after Philip 
and his descendaats, is to be substituted in the 
same acts, and at the same time, as the several 
repunciations and settlements are made, de- 
clared, and confirmed, which are necessary to 
accomplish the article for preventing the union 
of the two monarchies. < : 

" M. de Torcy endeavoured to leave this point 
more loose, and either ‘to defer securing the 
succession of the House of Savoy, or at. least 
not to establish it in the same acts as are to 
on the other occasion; but as I judged this to 
be the safest and most authentic manner, I in- 
sisted, and he yielded. 

On the cession of Sicily he would have ad- 
hered to the terms of his last dispatch, apd 
arged the absurdity of giving this kingdom away 
till they were sure of making with Savoy. 
It was not difficult to shew that he had already de- 
parted from this argument, and that there conld 
be no reasonable objection to Philip’s making a 
cession of Sicily to the duke of Savoy at the same 
tune as he consented to secure to him the succes- 
sion of Spain and the Indies : that if a peace did 
not follow, every thing which had been dose 
would of course be void; and that if it did fol- 
low, the consideration for which this island 
was yielded would be obtained. This pout 
being over, there was little dispute abeut the 
time when his royal highness shall be put into 
the actual possesion of this kingdom ; we have 
settled it to be on the ratification’of a general 

eace, or of a | pea between the queet) 

rance, Spain, and Savoy. & 

The count de Maffei may not perhaps be 
satisfied with this agreement ; and I remember, 
in his memorial he desired his master might be 
at liberty at-any time to take. possession; but 


‘prciii) 


the. duke of Savay ought, to. look upon it gs.a 


_ very good bargain,,and to be centented to have 


- the. advantages, which are. to, accrue to him, 


put into his hands, when those which her. ma- 
jesty stipulates for herself.are put into. hers. 

I wish I could have prevailed on the head of 
the barrier as far as I did on the other two; 
but it was impossible, at least it was so for me. 

. de Torcy. represented, that Exilles, Fe- 
nestrelles, and the valley of Pragelas, besides 
the restitution of all which France is in.posses- 
sionof, was the utmost which the king would 


ever consent, or had ever consented, to give: 


hat when the ministers of Savoy made, in 
olland, the same ulterior demands which 
they now make, the pensionary laughed at them, 


and even, at that time, did not push him to | 


comply with them: that, under pretence of se- 
curity, his royal highness really sought. an ag- 
grandisement at the expence of France, and 
out.of the ancient domain of this crown :. that, 
though a king of France was a more powerful 

yrince than a duke of Savoy; yet that the 
fatter backed by a confederacy, which is the 
only case wherein he will attempt any thing,,. is 
a dreadful enemy to the former: that they 
have here a minority to expect, and therefore 
ought to be the more careful not to leave the 
frontiers of their kingdom exposed ; In short, 
‘that Sicily was an ample recompence to his 
royal highness for all the services he had done 
the queen’ and that. if her majesty was easy, 
he was sure the duke of Savoy would submit: 
he concluded, by repeating very earnestly, that 
the king never,would grant him a larger barrier, 
and that his majesty insisted to put this nega- 
tive now, since he was resolved to do it at last, 
least the duke should, by continuing in hopes, 
spin out the treaty, and delay concluding his 


peace; for which reason he likewise insisted 


that the queen should concur in this negative. 
It is needless to lengthen my dispatch by 
telling your lordship what answers I made to 


| these representations; I replied in the best 


‘ 


manner I was able, and ended, as -I am in- 
structed, by letting this minister know, that 
the queen would consent.to nothing which 
should foreclose his royal highness from ob- 
faining what, for ought she knew, might be ne- 
cessary; that this point therefore must not be 
now looked upon as determined, but must be 
left open for the ministers of Savoy to debate ; 
that I did not -understand her majesty’s inten- 
tions to he toenlarge the duke of Savoy’s domi- 
nions out of those of France; but that I was 
sure she would not sign a peace unless this 
prince’s security was really and effectually pro- 
vided tor, which France having promised in 
general terms to all the allies, could not refuse 
in any particular to the duke of Savoy, 

The uext head -to which we. proceeded, was 
that of the .renunciations and settlements, 
necessary to prevent the union of the two 
crowns ; and, in treating of this, I cannot say 
that [ met with any difficulty: I gave no hopes 
that any expedient would be accepted to sign 


‘he peace before this article was intirely ac- 


"Vou, VIL 
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ratifications should. 


seemed inclined toallow,. — 


| fexciy 


complished, though M, de Torcy proposed,that 


the peace should not be delayed for it, but the 
He has since consulted 
M. Berghevk, and. they are of opinion, that a 
month’s, or, at farthest, six weeks time, will 
suffice to. pass all the forms; so that I am de- 


‘sired to recommend the dispatch of my lord . 


Lexington, or whoever else the queen shall think 


fit to send, into Spain; and I crave leayc to — 


say, that it would be extremely out of course, | 
if in France and Spain they should be ready tu - 
finish this important article, and we should, on 
our parts, not be ready to witness the execution 
of.it; especially when we push the concluding 
of. the peace, and refuse to ,sign until all these 


forms are perfected. 


The draught of Philip’s act of renunciation, 
and the minutes taken by M. de Torcy and me, 
both which I transmit to your lordship, will, I. 


suppose, be a sufficient groundwork of instrue- 


tions to those whom her majesty shall chuse co 
send hither and to Madrid... . —_ 
The last point, that on which we had the 
warmest debates, was concerning the elector of 
Bavaria. As soon as I arrived at Paris, I 
heard that he was come to Chaillot, in the 
neighbourhood, and M. de Forcy either was, 
or affected to he, under some uneasiness at the 
reproaches which this prince would, he said, 
with reason give them, unless they provided 
better for him than the queen had hitherto 
He turned this matter several ways, and 
made variety of propositions, which it-was plaiu 
enough were'not extempore, though he appeared 
desirous I should look upon them. as sudden 
thoughts which occutred to him in treating. 
At last he rested on this, That the queen siould 
engage to procure for the elector the duchy and 
electorate ef Bavaria, exclusive of the upper pala- 
nate, and the rank in the electoral college, which 
I had from the first peremptorily rejected ; and 
that she should further promise to maintain him 
in the possession of the duchies and towns of. 
Luxemburg and Namur, and in the possession 
of Charleroy and Nieuport, until such an equi- 
valent for these countries and places was giver 
him, as he should be satisfied with. This pro- 
position I positively refused to assent to, and 
told M. de Torcy very plainly, that. leaving 
these towns and places in the elector’s posses- 
sion till he had such an equivalent as he should 
be satisfied with, was really giving them abso- 
lutely to him ;.which] knew her majesty nei- 
ther could or would admy. Further, that her 
majesty would enter into no engagements to 
procure any thing for the elector, or even to 
use her offices in his behalf; that the towns and 
places which this prince is in possession of 
would very probably be an inducement to the 
allies to give him something in lieu of them: 
that her majesty would not oppose his having 
Sardinia; which equivalent had been proposed 
first from hence. This I let him know was the 
sum of all he was tg expect from the queens . 
and your lordships wil] tind the minutes drawa 
accordingly, 


(N) oe 


excy] 


Having on precedent occasions as well as this, 
perceived, that M. de Torcy affected to hint 
every expression in such a manner as to engage 
the queen jointly with the king. his master, I 
‘thought proper, very explicitly, and in the 
strongest terms I could use, to say that the 
queen would enter readily into the common 
guaranty for supporting that settlement of 
Europe, which should by the peace be made ; 
but that she would on no account’ whatsoever 
be concerned in any stipulation to procure 
this settlement; that it would be advantage 
sufficient for France, if the conduct of her ma- 
jesty’s allies made it just and necessary for her 
to withdraw herself out of the war before 
them; and that afterwards her good offices 
‘ ‘should be entployed as became the common 
friend of all parties. . 

I také occasion frequently to repeat this to 
' the French ministers; and I believe they will 
Jook upon it as the rule which ber majesty has 
laid down, and which they shall not be able to 
prevail on her to depart from. | 

On Saturday in the evening I came to Fon- 
tainbleau, where an apartment was provided 
for me, and my reception was particularly civil. 
On Sunday at nine in the morning F had audi- 
ence of the king, to whom I presented her ma- 
jesty’s letter.. 

He received me in a very gracious manner ; 
he talked a considerable time with me, and the 
_ substance of what he said, as near as I can‘re- 
member, for his speech was extremely quick, 
was, That he had ever had the highest esteem 
for the queen: that she had proceeded in such 
a manner as to turn that esteem into the sin- 
cerest friendship; that he hoped she was sa- 
tisfied he had done every thing on his part 
which might facilitate. the peace: That he was 
pleased to find we were so near concluding : 
that there were some who used all endeavours to 
obstruct it, buat that, God be praised, they 
would not be long able to dose: That God 
would hinder them from giving the law which 
they pretended to: That the success of his 
arms should make no alteration in him: And 
that he would make good all he had offered. 


d Fontainbleau, Aug. 22, N. S. 1712. 


After I had bad my audience yesterday of 
the king, I returned with M. de Torcy, to view 
the minutes we had taken, and the draught for 
the convention of the suspension of arms, 

which we signed in the evening : Your lerdship 
will observe, that it is dated on Friday last, 


at which time the first brouillion was prepared ;. 


and I thought that. every day which the com- 
mencement of it was put backward, was some 
degree of advantage to us: the term is of four 
months, which M.de Torcy desired, as more 
likely to have its. effect on the Dutch than a 
shorter term, which might have suffered them 
to entertain hopes still of breaking our mea- 
sures, and bringing the queen into action again. 
I did not such weigh the force of this argu- 
ment, though I think it has. somewhat deter- 
mined me to agree to four months, according to 
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the latitude left in my instructions, was first 
what I be remembered to have been the sense of 
several merchants whom I spoke with before I 
left London, who all seemed desirous of the 
longest ‘term, and thought that two months 
would not encourage many people to venture 
upon some voyages. Secondly, that a term of 
two months would as effectually cut off all 
prospect of acting by land this campaign, asa 
term of four; and that therefore the sea ser- 
vice would be chiefly affected by this suspen- 
sion, where we have more to apprehend than 
to hope. — P 

Monsieur de Torcy had inserted in the 
draught these words, ‘ les Mers qui entourent 
les Isles Britanniques,’ and cited the treaty of 
Breda as a precedent. I shewed him, that 
before that treaty, the expression had always 
run ¢ Maribus Britannicis,’ particularly in the 
treaty with Cromwell; and that the error com- 
mitted in that of Breda, had been rectified in that 
of Ryswick. He insisted more than I expected 
on retaining his word, and entered a little into 
‘the dispute of dominion. This made me the 
more tenacious, and your lordship will find 
these words, ‘les Mers qui entourent les isles,’ 
a out ; so that it stands now as it ought to 

oO. a 

The suspension being now signed, I shall, 
pursuant to my instructions, dispatch her ma- 
Jesty’s orders to sir John Jennings, to Mr. Chet- 
wynd, and to’ the officer who cammands the 
qucen’s troops in Catalonia. 

M. de Torcy is likewise very earnest that the 
duke of Argyll be dispatched, judging his pre- 
sence necessary upon this new turn of affairs 
for the common interest ; I cannot help thiok- 
ing it is so, particularly for her majesty’s ser- 
vice. “ ' 

Just now the duke of Orleans told me, that 
the king had this morning, at his levee, declared 
that the suspension of arms was signed ; and 
M. de Torcy informs me, that they intend to- © 
morrow to publish it at Paris. - I will therefore 
lose no time in dispatching this courier, as soon 
as I receive, (which I expect every moment) 
the copy of the act’ of renunciation which has 
been prepared in Spain, and wherein the Spa- 
niards seem to haye neglected no expression 
which could add to the strength, and no form 
which could add to the validity of it; Philip’s 
consent to the cancelling the entry of 1700, 
mentioned in the convention for the suspension 
of arms in Flanders, and the inserting the sub- 
stitution of the duke of Savoy, will be, the sub- 
jects of additional clauses. I shall be ex- 
tremely concerned if the queen does not receive 
this account before the news comes any other 
way; butI loseno time, and I hope the mes- 
senger will lose none. 

The fifty passes in blank I have ‘not yet re- 
ceived, but hope to have them time enough to 
accompany this dispatch. 

The chevalier has fixed his departure on the 
first ofnext month, N. S, They propose that 
he shal retire to Bar; and they intend to write 
to the duke of Lorrain, to ask of the emperer 


“encvii] 


— 


and other princes,.a securjty for his person dur- 
ing his residence in that place: . 

I must not conclude this letter without asking 
your lordship’s pardon’ for a piece of false news, 
which I sent you from Calais, concerning an 
action at Pont a Rache; the story was told us 
with so many circumstances, that I made no 


_ doubt of the truth of it,-especially when the 
‘mayor of the »place quoted a letter which he 


said he received from his son-in-law, who was 
at that time in the army.. 7 ‘ 

I inclose the convention for the armistice in 
the Netherlands, which your lordship will have 
occasion for, and which, with the act of renun- 
ciation, and with the minutes transmitted to 
you will afford sufficient materials fot my lord 

xington’s instructions, * - 

As I intend to leave this-place on Wednesday 
at furthest, it will be proper to. lose no time in 
dispatching a letter of credence to Mr. Prior, 


“ to whom your lordship will likewise please as 


soon as possible, to send the queen’s ratifica- 
tion. | 
This letter is already swolen to so greata 
bulk, that I believe your lordship is very will- 
ing I should refer to another opportunity such 
further accounts as I have to give of my pro- 


~ ceedings. Iam, My Lord, your lordships, most 


humble and obedient servant, 
' BoLINGBROKE. 
~ Since I closed my letter, Monsieur de Torcy 


_sent me word, acourier is arrived from Turin 


in his way to England ; and desired to know if 
I would have him go on, which [ did not think 
proper to hinder. I suppose this courier is 
dispatched to the count de Maffei, upon the 
impatience which the duke of Savoy is under, 
upon not hearing from hence, according to 
what he was made to expect by his minister’s 
letters, which went by way of Holland some 
time ago. 

I am only to observe to your lordship, that 


. the sooner you take an opportunity of speak- 


ing to the count de Maffei, the better. 

Besides tho papers mentioned in my letter, I 
send your lordship a form of publication of the 
suspension, and a. memoir which I received 
from M. de*Torcy concerning some articles of 
trade. General Stanhope is just arrived here 
in his way to Britain. BoLINGBROKE. 


No. 38. 


Leiter Srom the French King to the Queen of 
Great Britain. oes 


\ 4 
Versailles, October 28 1712. 


Madam, my Sister ; 
Yon having acquainted me, that you have 


an intire confidence in Mr. Prior, I thought he 
would be more capable than any body, to in- 


/ 


form you of the new proofs that I am ready to. 


give you, of the particular regard I have for 
you, as also of my desire to terminate, without 
any delay, in concert with you, the negotiation 
of peace: He ‘poes into England to give you 
ap account of the further advances} that I am 
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willing to make, to facilitate an intire conclu- 
sion of this work.. [would have you there- 
fore regard what I do in this decisive conjunc- 
ture, as new and certain marks of my friende 
ship for you; and do me that pleasure to ac- 
knowledge them, by interesting ‘yourself with | 
me in favour of the elector of Bavaria. .I do 
not remind you of the ties of bloud which - 
unite him as well to you as to me, nor of many 
other reasons which ought to render you sensi- 
ble of his condition : It is sufficient for me that 
you are sensible of the concern that I have in 
what regards him; and I am persuaded that 
this will be the principal motive that will press 
you to act in bis favour. I expect with impa- 
tienee the return of Mr. Prior, whose conduct 
is very agreeable to me: And as he will assure 
you of what my sentiments are, I wiil only add 
thathe cannot sufficiently express the perf¢ct 


‘esteem and sincere friendship that I have for 


you. Iam, madam, my sister, your good bro- 


ther, | Louis. 


No. 39. 
The Queen’s Letter to the French King. 
Windsor, Nov. 14, 1712. 
Monsieur, my brother ; 

_I have received with avery sincere plea- 
sure the agreeable letter which Mr. Prior 
brought me from you. As your consummate 
wisdom hath taken the resolution that is most 
proper to fix the terms of the peace, you will 
be persuaded, thar I will not, ov my part, lose 
@ moment to hasten the conclusion of it. 1 
assure you that the great facility that you are 
willing to lend towards it, out of a regard to 
me, shall be made no other use of, than to be 
employed, without any delay, to re-establish 
the public tranquillity, according to the wishes 
of us both. By the ordersthat I give to my 
ministers at Utrecht, it will appear, that I do 
all that is in my power at the present conjunc-. 
ture, in favour of a prince whose interest is 
supported by your generosity. - . 

I don’t at all doubt but he himself is fuily 


‘convinced of it, and that all-the world agrees 
in it. I again repeat, Monsieur my brother, 


that the consideration of your friendship will 
bea very prevailing motive to engage me a 
new in his interest, and in the ingerest of his 
family, as occasion shall offer, for the future: - 
As tothe rest, I send back Mr. Prior to Ver- 
sailles, who in continuing to conduct himself: 
in the manner that shall be intirely agreeable 
to you, does no more than execute to a tittle 
the orders which I have giveit him; and 
amongst all the proofs of his duty and zeal for 
my setvice, I expect, in a very particular man- 
ner, that he should take-all possible occasions. 
to repeat to you the esteem and perfect regard 
that I have for you, and my earnest desire to 
live with you in a ‘sincere and perpetual frieud- . 
ship. | 8 


éxoix] - 
| No, 40. . 

| _ September 26, 1712. 

- Lord Bolingbroke to Lords Plenipotentiaries. 


Declaration to be made by the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries. 


(Extract ;\ 

The plenipotentiaries of the king at Utrecht 
shall declare to those of Great Britain, that his 
Majesty consents totreat of the peace accord- 
ing to the plan proposed by her Britannic. ma-' 
jesty in her last speech to her parliament ; but 
they shall-at the same time also declare, that 
the Dutch having refused to conform to the 
 sentiments.of this princess, rejected the sus- 
pension of Arms, and given occasion to the 
change of affairs, it is but justice that his ma- 
jesty receive restitution of the expences he has 
_ been obliged to be at during the course of this 
campaign : His majesty therefure agrees that 


the.plan sent by him to London, last April, be | 


exactly followed. And this is the precise de- 

claration which his majesty’s plenipotentiaries 

~ shall make to those of the queen of Great Bri- 
tain. 

But upon the forementioned grounds the 
king orders his plenipotentiaries not to sign the 
peace, but upon condition that the city of Tour- 
nay be restored to him, besides the restitution 
of the other places he demands, and which he 

‘has reason to believe her Britannic majesty in- 
tended to comprehend in ber speech. | 

The king will continue to use all imaginable 
care in pressing, as soon as possible, the con- 
clusion of the peace between his majesty and 
the king-of Spaimon one side, and the queen 
of Great Britain, king of Portugal, and the. 
duke of Savoy on the other, leaving to the 
Dutch the liberty of doing what they shall judge 
Most proper. oe oe 


No, 41. ' 
Consul Pournon’s Lerrer to. Mr. Marnuey. 
. Murch 22, 1714-15. 


Since the cessation of arms, the British sub-’ 
jects in the Canaries have been under tonti- 
nual vexations. By an order from the bishop 
of Gironda, in the king’s name, the British 
ships paid only the ordivary customs, without 
any other demands: but upon the present ge- 
neral’s arrival he explained that order, so as to 
exclude all goods that were not, as they said, 
‘pro,erly English manufactures, though import- 

ed by Englishmen in Eaglish bottoms, whereby 
of late his majesty’s subjects have paid above 
3000. 2 : : 


No. 42. 
a Mr. Hery’sL etter. to Mr. Secretary STANHOPE. 
? of May 6, 1715. | 


By an order from court, published by the 
governor of Valencia, all strangers must pay in 
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fee 
place of-Alcavalas and Miltones, ‘a duty they 
call Quartals, which amounts to 14J..per. cent, 
and this to be computed from the beginning ‘of 
the year 1714, for the goods they had paid cus~ 
toms for at the rate of 151. per cent. so that-in 
all, they pay 29/. per cent. on all. sorts of 
merchandize entered: which, besides the exor- 
bitances of the duty, has this great inconveni~ 
ency with it, that thd factors had stated their 
accounts with the merchants at 15/. per cent. 
They are also exposed to the quartering of sol- 
diers, at so much a day, if they refuse, till this 
duty is paid : Such demands were never known 
to be made before of the British subjects, the 
duties they paid in the reign of king Charles 2: 
not exceeding 7!-per cent. 


' No, 48.. 4 
Sir Martrx Westcomn’s and Consul Russex’s 
Letter to Mr. Metuven. : 


| May 12, 1715.: | 
The not allowing the customs in the form as 


H 


in king Charles the 2d’s time, has put a stop to 
trade, and must necessarily ruin all commerce: 
Don Juan Antonio Zavales having published 
an order, that all the Gratias in tavour of the, 
merchants, which they had ever enjoyed, should 
cease ; And that, for the future, all yoods im- 
ported and exported shall pay to the full, ac- 
cording to the vajuation in the book of rates, 
which on some goods is 251. per cent. and ois 
others 28/. a 
t 


No. 44. : . 
Mr, Mrtyvzey’s Memoria to the King of 


Spain. April 22, N, 8.1715. 


The underwritten minister of the king of 
Great Britain most humbly represents to his 
catholic majesty, that he finds himself obliged, 
by the commands and instructions he has re- 
ceived from the king his master, ‘to demand in 
bis majesty’s name, : oe 

That all the privileges and concessions thé 
kings of Spain have ever granted to the British 
merchants, by their royal Schedulas or ordi- 
nances, and by the articles of the treaty of 
peace and friendship made at Madrid in the 
year 1667, may be fully confirmed, +s they are 
in effect by the eighth article of the treaty of 


peace and friendship, concluded at Utrecht, 


the 13th day of July, N. S. 1718, between the 
crowns of Great Britain and Spain. That 
the trade of the British merchants in all the 
ports of the kingdom of Spain may be esta~ 
blished, and remain upon the same foot as_ it 
stood in the time of king Charles the Second, 
and before the declaration ofthe last war. ‘ 
’ That the British merchants may not for the 
present, or future, be obliged to pay ‘any other 
daties and customs an the goods they m pore 
into the several ports of this kingdom, or ex- 
port out of them, than these which they paid, 
on the same goods, in the reign of -king Charleg. 


\ 


ei} 
-' That the same method as was then practised, 
in the manner of ‘collecting those customs, 
may be now, and for the time to come,. ob- 
served; and that in the payment of them, the 
British merchants may be allowed the same 
gratias, favours, abatements, and deductions, 
as were allowed them at any time during the 
reign of king Charles the Second, by the far- 
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mers of the.customs, or the administrators of , 


the king. ‘And his Britannic majesty hopes | 


_that his catholic majesty will make no difficulty 
-In granting to,his subjeets the same liberties, 
indulgences, and favours, in their trade to his 
dominions, 4s they formerly enjoyed ; since his 
majesty desires nothing herein that can be any 
detriment or prejudice to his catholic majesty, 
or the interest ‘of his own subjects ; but, on 
the eontrary, what has been allowed by the 
kings his predecessors, and practised as well by 
their administrators of the customs, as by the 
farmers of them, | 
That all the articles contained in the treaty 
“of navigation and commerce, concluded at 
Utrecht, between the crowns of Great ‘Britain 
and Spain, on the 9th day of December, N.S. 
1713, so far as tiey are detrimental and dero- 
gatory to the privileges and concessions of the 
royal schedulas and ordinances, granted, at any 
time, by the kings of Spain to the British mer- 
chants, and to the articles of the treaty at 
Madrid, in the year 1667, may be declared null 
and vard. 
And particularly the three: separate articles 
calied the three explanatory articles, contained 
only in the ratification of the said treaty of 


navigation and commerce, concluded at Utrecht, 
as having been inserted and obtained in a very | 


extraordinary manner, without having been 
first settled or signed by any of the ministers of 
both crowns, that were impowered to conclude 
the said treaty. 

That his catholic majesty will be pleased to 
grat to the British merchants, that they may 
have the privilege of having a judge conserva- 
tor in all the parts of Spain where the judges 
conservators have been formerly allowed, till 
the death of king Charles the Second: And 
that the said judges conservators may be vested 
with the,same powerand authority, for the de- 
fence and protection of his Britannic majesty’s 
subjects, and their exemptions in trade, as was 


i 


| 


’ 


{cchi 


siderable trade to this kingdom, ‘has alwa 
traded and does now continue to do so, wholly 
upon the same foot ; there being no other trea~ 
ties of commerce between the crowns of Spain | 
and France subsisting, but those which have 
been made either beiore the time of king 
Charles the Second or during the reign of that 
prince. | : ae 
Asalso in the 17th article of the treaty of 
peace and commerce concluded at Utrecht, 
the 26th of June, 1714, between his catholic 
majesty and the States General, it is stipulated 
in favour of the States, that their subjects ‘shall 
enjoy the same privileges, franchises, and ex- 
emptions in their navigation aud commerce, 
without any exception or reserve,as they did 


enjoy before the late war. 


From whence, it follows, that the king of 
Great Britain’s subjects having, by all the trea- 
ties between both crowns, an undoubted right 
to all the privileges, liberties, and immunities 


-in trade which have been, or may be granted 


to any other nation whatsoever, they cannot be 
with justice, refused the same privileges and 
exemptions, in their trade, as are granted or. 
continued to other nations, and were enjoyed 
by them before the late war, during the reign of 
king Charles the second. As to the last point; 
which relates to the judges conservators, be- 
sides the just rightthe subjects of the king of 
Great Britain have to that privilege, the same 
which is now demanded fur them being already 
granted in express words to those of the States 
General, by the 29th article of the above men- 
tioned treaty, between his catholic majesty and 


the States, the minister of the king of Great, 


Britain hopes his majesty will make no difhi- 
culty in granting it also to the subjects of the 
king his master, 
And it is certain, that if these judges conser 
vatois had been established, as they should 
have been immediately after the cessation of 
arms and conclusion of the peace, it would 
have hindered most of the disputes which 
have happened between tl.e king’s oflicers, and 
the subjects of the king of Great Britain, since 
those ditierences ight have ended m the places 
where they begun; which would have pre- 
vented the many oppressions the king of Great 
Britain’s subjects huve laboured under, the 


great number of law suns now depending bee * 


formerly granted them, and constantly enjoyed, ; tore the council of war at Madrid, and the 


‘by virtue of the royal Schedulas or ordinan- 
ces, dated the 19th day of March, the 26th of 
June, and 9th of November, in the year 1645, 
and confirmed by the ninth article of the treaty 
made‘at Madrid in the year 1667. | 

Asto the first point contained in this me- 
morial, which is, that the trade of the British 
merchants in Spain, may be established upon 
the same foot as it was in the time of king 
Charles the Second ; the minister of the king uf 
‘Great Britain hopes it will appear to his ca- 
tholic majesty to be founded on justice and 
reason, when his majesty will be pleased to 
consider, 7 

That the French nation, which drives a con- 


| 
' 


ry 
ce 


intire ruin of several poor people and theit 
families tur ever, some of which have been here 
near two years soliciting fur justice, without 
having been yet able to obtain ‘any decision of 
their c:u-:es, 


of April, N.S. 1715. 


No, 45. 


Instructions to Mitford Crow, esq 3 Given at 


our court at St. James’s, Murch 7, 1705. in 
the third ycar of our reign, . 
 ( Extract.) 
Awne R. , 3 
Being informed that the people of Catalonia 


Given at Madrid, the 29d day 


Cd 


\ 


d 
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are inclined to cast off the yoke imposed upon 
them by the French, and by withdrawing them- 
selves from the power of the duke of Anjou, to 


. xeturn to the obedience of the house of Austria, 
. We desiring to-maintain ahd improve that good 


disposition in them, and to induce them to put 
the same speedily in execution; and reposing 


special confidence in your fidelity andfprudence, 


as also for the knowledge -you have of those 


' countries and people, have made choice of you 
. to carrry on so great a work for the advantage 


of our service, and the good of the common 
cause, as is the making the treaty with the Ca- 
talans, or any ether people of Spain, to the 
purposes aforesaid. You are therefore, upon 
receipt of these our instructions, and other your 
dispatches, to repair, as soon as conveniently 
you can, to Genoa, Leghorn, or such other 
neater country or place as you shall judge 


_ most proper for carrying on our service in this 


particular; and, being arrived there, you are 
to treat with the said Catalans, or any other 

ple of Spain, about their coming into the 
interest of Charles third, king of Spain, and 
joining witb us and our allies. Yo which pur- 
‘pose, you shall inform yourself what number of 
ships and land forces, what quantity of arms 
and ammunition they may expect; and likewise 
what number ofland forces may be thought re- 
quisite for supporting them, and for facilitating 
this design: And, on the other side, what force 


_ Of horse and foot they will be obliged to raise, 


“ 


and in what time ; what provisions of all sorts 
they can supply for our fleet and army; and at 
what time they will expect the assistance of our 
troops, and where the. forces shall meet, and 
in what manner they may best co-operate, 
You shall as often as conveniently you can, 
give an account to the earl of Galaway of the 
progress you make in this negotiation, in order. 
to the detter concerting the operations, and 


the nsamaer of rendering what is done on the 


piles: side most beneficial towards carrying 
on and promoting’what shall be undertaken by 
the Catalans,.as well as for rendering any un- 
dertakings on the side of Catalonia, by way of 
diversion or otherwise, most advantageous for 
promoting such designs as may be undertaken 
mn Portugal, er on any part of the caast of Spain. 
And it is chiefly to considered, in what 
place and manner our fleet and landmen on 
board,fand that accompany it, maybe employed 
to the best advantage. | 

You are not only to correspond with the earl 
of Gallway, but also with the prince of Hesse, 
and with the admiraljof our fleet, and com- 
mander in chief of our forces, when, and as 
often, as you shall see occasion for the good of 
our service; and likewise with Richard Hill, 


end 5 or otber our envoy extraordinary with the 
uke 


ofSavoy. And, in case of any emergent 
occasion, you may send an expresto our said 
envoy, desiring him to send to you, without 
delay, such of our frigates now in the Mediter- 
ranean, under his direction, as can most conve- 
niently be had, and to obey such orders as you 
shall give; Whereupon you are hereby em- 


powered to dispatch such frigate to Lisbon, to - 

our fleet, or Gibraltar, as. our service may | 
peanite, for the better promoting this under- 
taking. | < 
You shall give the Catalans, or other Spa- 
niards, assurances of our utmost endeavours 
to procure the establishment of all such rights 
and immunities as they have formerly enjoyed 
under the house of Austria, and the confirma- 
tion of such titles as may have been conferred 
on any of them by the duke of Anjou; and 
that we have, for their further satisfaction, sent 
to king Charles third, for powers for confirm- 
ing the same to them, which we do not doubt 
the success of; and what we are willing, if they 
ries on it, to give our guarantee that it shall be 

one. , 

You may give them an account of the forces 
we intend to employ on the coast of Spain this 
ear: which are intended to consist of 64 ships 
if the line, with frigates, tenders, and transports, 
with 8000 English and Dutch landmen, to be 
employed as shall be judged best for the ser- 
vice; But you are to make use of this upon 
occasion, to excite them to make the greater 
provision on their part; not acquainting them 

with the whole strength at the first, but* 


raising it by degrees, so as to get the better 


terms. 


_, In case any of the nobility shall insist to 


have any sum of money to be advanced to them 
upon condition of services to be performed by 
them, you are to give an account thereof to us ; 
and in the mean time you aréeto assure them 
that you do not doubt, but you shall be empow- 
ered to remit to them whatsoever is necessary 
and reasonable for their support, as soon as 
they are actually in the field. But you are’ 
always to remember to put a just value on the 
extraordinary expence her majesty is at, upon 
aceount of this expedition, for the common 
benefit, | 


No. 46. _ 
Mr. Crow’s Comuussion to treat with the Ca- 


| talans. 
ANNE R. | 


| Anne, by the grace of God, queen of Great 


Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c. To all to whom these presents shall 
come, greeting. Whereas it highly concerns 
us, as well as our allies, that the Spaniards 
shaking offthe heavy yoke of the dominion of 
France, should return to the obedience of the 
most august house of Austria, which that na- 
tion has, for several ages, found to be mild ; 
and, being informed that the most noble prin- 
cipality of Catalonia are desirous soto do; In 
order to promote so good adesign, and even 
with our succours) of. money, and the help of 
our arms, to bring it as soon as possible to an 
happy end; We think fit to enter into a treaty 
with the said principality, or any other province 
of Spain, upon condition they acknowledge and 
receive Charles the third, as lawful king of 
Spain, and utterly abdicate the house of Bour- 


e 
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bon; and that, to this,end, they join their 
strength and troops with ours, to attack the 
duke of Anjou and his adherents.. Know, ye 
therefore, that'we have fully empowered our 
trusty and well beloyed Mitford Crowe, esq. 
(who is acquainted with those countries) to 
‘make an alliance between us, and the said 
principality, er any other province of Spain : 
and have ordered him, as we, by virtue of these 
presents, empower and order him, to confer, 
agree upon, and do and conclude every thing 
with the deputies of the said principality, or 
any other province, also. fully empowered, that 
may conduce to the finishing so good a work; 
And we do promise, that whatever he shall 
transact and conclude in our name, in the said 
treaty of alliance between us and the said prin- 
cipality, or any other province, we will accept 
and ratify the same. In witness whereof we 
~ baye signed these presents, and caused our seal 
to be affixed to the same. Given at our court 
at St. James’s, the 7th of March, 1705, in the 
third year of our 1 eign: —_ 


No. 47. 
Mr. Crow's CREDENTIALS to the Catalans, Sc. 


Anne, by the grace of God, ps of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c. To the most illustrious, most 
noble; and most excellent lords, the 
dukes, marquises, counts, barons, nobles, gen- 


alemen, magistrates of towns, and governors of 


places, or any their officers, both military and 
. civil, of the principality of Catalonia, or any 
others whosoever of any province in Spain, to 
whom these presents shall come, greeting, 
Whereas we have taken up arms to vindicate the 
liberties of Europe against the exhorbitant 
power of France, and to thie end we make our 
efforts to prevent the neighbouring nations from 
becoming its slaves; and being also informed 
that you have always hada fervent zeal for 
liberty, and that you seem to disdain the yoke 
of the dominion of France, which is laid on 
our necks: and that you design, as becomes 
rave men, to shake off the same; We have 
therefore thought fit to send our trusty and well 
beloved Mitford Crowe, esq. towards you, 
long since known to some amongst you, not 
enly to know your thoughts upon this subject 
and to confirm you in so brave a design, but 
we have also fully empowered him to treat with 
_you, and to do every thing that may conduce 
to the finishing this good work. 
therefore that his coming will be acceptable te 
you, and we’ desire you, for the same reason, 
that you will hear him favourably, and give an 
intire faith to every thing he shall tell you in 
our name. Given at our palace at St. James's 
March 7, 17085, in the third year of our reign. _ 


‘\ 


St. James’s May 1, 1705. 


Insrructions to the Earl of Peterborough and 


Str Cloudesly Shovel. 
( Extract.) 


‘Whereas nothing can be of more importance 
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to the common cause, or prove more conducing 
to the establishment of king Charles JIT. on the 
throne of Spain, than the possession of Barce- 
lona and Cadiz: we therefore command you to 
concur to the utmost of your powér, with all 


“such measures as may be proposed to you, for 


the reduction of those important places. Bat 
since there is reason to believe, that the at- 
tempts on Cadiz will be more practicable in 
your return, you are therefore, without loss of © 
time, to proceed to the coast of Catalonia, 
leaving the execution of the attempt on Cadiz 
to a more proper season, when they less expect 
you, and when you may probably have some 
assistance from the army in Portugal, and the 

arrison of Gibraltar. And, being arrived on 
he coast of Catalonia, we require and command 
you to do the best you can, to induce the Ca- 
talans to co-operate with you for the reduction 
of Spain to the obedience of king Charles III. 
And.you are to encourage those people whom 
we think well-affected to the House of Austria, 
to shake off the yoke of France: and, to ani- | 
mate them to prosecute their liberty with more 
vigour, ye are hereby empowered to assure 
them, that they shall not want our support; 
and you may promise them, in our name, that 
we will secure them a~ confirmation of their 
rights-and liberties, from the king of Spain, that 
they may be settled, on a lasting foundation, to 
them and their posterities ; and you must use 


your best endeavours, that the declarations to 


be issued by his catholic majesty be suitable and 
agreeing with those published by our order. 
But in case you find no suitable returns from 
the Catalans and Spaniards to our kind offers, 
and that they are not to he prevailed on, by 
fair means, to espouse the interests of the 
House of Austria, then you are to take proper 
measures for annoying the towns on the coast 
of Spain, and reduce them by force: In this, 
and all other services, governing yourselves, as 
before directed, by council of war. . 

You are to correspond with Mitford Crowe, 
esq ; who is now at Genoa by our command, 
in order to send advices of the dispositions of 
the Catalalans. 4 | 


ommend comet 
: No. 49. 
Earl of PerEnsonoucn’s Manrresto in Spain, 


‘To all the loyal Subjects of the Monarchy of 


Spain, of what Rankor Quality soever, 
Churchmen or Laymen, within the domi- 
- nions of the Crown of Spain, greeting. - 


Our Sovereign Lady, Anne, by the Grace of | 
God, Queen of Great Britain, France and _ 
Treland, &c. having thought fit to constitute and 
nominate us, general of the troops which her 
majesty has joined with those of the lords the 


-| States General, and which are employed to 


maintain the just right of the most august — 
House of Austria to the monarchy of Spain, 
and to assist their other allies: we have judged 
it necessary and convenient to declare, before 
we proceed to open force, that we are not come 


/ 


t 
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into these parts to. take possession of any place 
in the nanie of her Britannic majesty, or 
of the lords the States General, or to bring, into 
these countries the ordinary devastations and 
usual calainities.of war ; but to defend and pro-. 
tect the good and loyal subjects of the said 


monarchy, and to free them from the insup- }. 


portable yoke of a government of foreigners, 
and from the slavery to which they have been, 
reduced and sold to France, by ill-designing. 
persons. The intention, therefore, of her said 


majesty, and of the lords*the States General, }. 
being to maintain the just right of the House of | 


Austria, and the liberty and privileges of the 
subjects of his catholic majesty: we declare 
and promise, by these presents, that all loyal 
and true Spaniards, who shall not oppose our 
forces, but give demonstrations of their loyal 
and due obedience to their king, Charles the, 
third, shall be protected aod maintained in their 


religion, persons, estates, offices, and privileges, | 
without any molestation. But if (contrary to | 
. our hopes) the inbabitants and people of these. 


countries shall not concur with ys, in the exe- 
cution of the good intentions 


take God to witness, that they wilfully draw 
upon themselves all the hostilities which may 
be committed by the forces under our com- 
mand ; and that the blame will lie at the door 
of such Spaniards, who when so fair an oppor- 
tuuity is offered them, to give proofs of their 
loyalty, and follow the motives of their duty and 
interest, shall Jet slip so favourable a conjunc- 
ture. 


No. 50. 


Extract of Lord Lezington’s Instructions 
which he went Ambassador to Spain. Dated 
at Windsor, the 1st day of Sept. 1712. — 


_ As soon as you receive these our instructions, 
and your other dispatches, you shall repair, 
with all diligence, to Madrid, or wherever else 

you are informed the court is. Upon your ar- 
rival you shall immediately give notice thereof 
to the secretary of state, and acquaint him that. 
ih are come thither upon the assurances we 
ave had from the most christian king, that you 
shall be kindly treated, and that you shall be 
‘permitted to be present in person at the so- 
lemnity of the renunciation that is to be made 
to the crownof France. You shall,at the same 
time, let him know, that we have fully autho- 
rised you, to take upon you the character of 
our ambassador extraordinary, and to acknow- 
ledge the king of Spain and the Indies as soon 
as he shall have made his -renunciation in the 
form agreed on, and shall acknowledge the suc- 
cession to the imperial crown of these realms, 
in the protestant line, in the House of Hanover, 
in the same manner the French kiog has done, 
and shall have signified to you his resolutions te 
execute whatever has been stipulated by the 
most christian king in his behalf, 
You are to represent to his majesty, or his 
ministers, that it 1 no less for his interest than 


N a 
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her said ma- |: 
jesty, and of the lords the States General: we 


i 


\ 
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for our honour, that a general amnesty, be 
‘granted, without exception, to. all Spaniards 
wha have adhered to the House of Austria, and 
in a particular manner to the Catalans, with 
regard to their persons, estates, dignities, and 


' privileges, 


| No. 51. 

) Extract of the Demanps made by Lord Lering- 

i tonto the court of Madrid, on the purt of 
the Queen uf Great Britain, October 1712, 


' Art, 2, The queen of Great Britain prays 
his majesty to grant a general amnesty, without 
exception, to all Spaniards, who-have adlered 
to the house of Austria, and particularly the 
Catalans, the queen thinking # as necessary to 
the interests of his Catholic majesty, as for her 
. honour, . i: i 


‘ : ‘ 


No. 52. 


‘Lord DaxtMouTH to the Marquis de Monr- 
LEONE, Jan. 14th, 1712-13. 


Sir; The queen having understood by the 
duke of Shrewsbury’s Jast letters, that the catho- 
lic king did not intend that the amnesty be 
granted to the Catalans, should extend to the 
preservation of their privileges; I cannot ex- 
press to you sir, how much surprise her ma- 
Jesty shewed upon it: for to speak plainly to 
you, it was never thought his catholic majesty 
designed to take away the lives of the inhabi- 
tants of a whole province, so there was no oc- 
casion to provide for it by atreaty. The sole 
thing then intended in stipulating a general am- 
nesty, could be no other, than that this pro- 
vince should be permitted to erjoyj the same 
privileges, and be apon the same foot in every 
respect, as it was at the death of the late king 
of Spain, Charlesthe 2d. The Queen, sir, has 
ordered me to represent this to your excellency 
in a most earnest manner, as a Matter in which 
her majesty’s honour is very much concerned, 
that she looks upon it as an article already 
stipulated in all its forms, and which she thinks 
herself obliged by motives of conscience not to 
depart from. | 


No. 53. 


Translation of Lord Lextncton’s Letter to 
Mr. Orzy, Aug. 16th, 1713. 


I set out to-morrow for the Escurial, to enjoy 
the only moment of leisure I have had since 
my arrival at Madrid. I beg I may have an 
answer to-my last memorial touching St. Sa- 
crament, at my return, to send it away by the 
next post; also I intreat you, sir, to consider 
well your own interests, if you wilk not do it 4a 
regard to the instances of the queen twy mistress, 
your suspension of arms on that -side, which 
ends in less than two months ; the necessity 
you are under to withdraw your troops from 
Andalousia, to putan end to the rebellion of 
the Catalans; apd if it would oot for these 

3 | 
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‘\ 
o ¢ 


eCix] 


port 
seasons be very much for your convenience, to 
make peace with Portugal in the present con- 
juncture. Task you a thousand pardons for 
concerning myself in your affairs. 


No. 54. 


Extract of the King of Sparn’s Answer to my 
Lord Lextnoton’s Memorial, Dec. 15, 1712. 


As to the amnesty which is proposed and de- 
sired in the sixth point for the Catalans, though 
his majesty might refuse it, as well onaccount 
of the little those people have deserved from 


. him, as of the condition to which-they are now 
’ reduced in the little ground they are 


po 
of in that principality, being without the assist- 


ance af ber majesty of Great Britain’s troops, 


and those of Portugal, which are withdrawn, 
and his majesty’s troops, and those of the king 
his grandfather, being ready to enter, in this 
very month of December, by three several ways 
into their country; notwithstanding all these 
reasons, his majesty, more out of complaisance 
to her British majesty, and to give her satis- 
faction, than for any of the arguments that have 


beer offered, is willing to grant his pardon to all | 


the Catalans, who acknowledging the king’s 
clemency, and repenting them of their error 
shall submit to his dominion and vassalage, 
within the time tbat shall be prefixed for that 
purpose. | 


No. 55. 
Extract of the Convention for evucuating Ca- 
talonia, Se, March 14, 1713. 


Art.1. All the troops of the emperor and 
of the allies shall be sent away out of the prin- 
cipality of Catalonia, and the islands of Ma- 
jorca and Ivica. , 

8. 


Moreover a general amnesty and a per- 


| fe, oblivion, &c. shall be granted, and shall 


e published immediately, in due form, from 
the time that the evacuation begins, for al? the 
subjects and the inhabitants of Catalonia, and 
of the said islands, as well secular as ecclesias- 
tical. 

9. But whereas the plenipotentiaries of his 
imperial majesty, have still insisted upon the 


enjoyment of the privileges of the Catalans, 


and of the subjects and inhabitants of Majorca 
and Ivica, before the evacuation, put on the 
part of France, and of her allies, whatever 
relates to this affair, is referred to the conclusion 
of the future peace, her royal majesty of Great 
Britain, has again declared, that she will inter- 
pose her good offices in the most effectual man- 
ner, whevever there shall be occasion, that for 
the future, the inhabitants of Catalonia, Ma- 
jorca, and Ivica, may enjoy their privileges, in 
which the said imperial plenipotentiary minis- 
ters did at last acquiesce, since the most chris- 
tian king himself had ordered it to be declared 
by his plenipotentiary ministers that he 
would also join his endeavours for that pur- 


se, : 
PoVou. VII. : 
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‘don your refusal of the amnesty 


N 
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ae oe No. 56. 


Extract of a letter from Lord Lextneton to. 
the Lord DartNuoutH, August 7, 1713. 


Monsieur Orry spoke to me from the king 
last week, saying that his majesty desired, that 
the queen would be pleased to lend him six or 
more ships to block up Barcelona; and this 
morning the princess pressed me extremely 
upon the same subject ; I answered to both, 
that I could say nothing to it, but that I was 


.. [ocx 


‘afraid it would meet with this difficulty, that 


her majesty would be very unwilling to lend her 
ships to exterminate a people, that had taken 
up arms in a great measure at the instigation of 
her ministers; and that she would think she 
had done enough to gratify the king of Spain, . 
In not insisting upon the preserving for them ° 
their ancient liberties, without helping to des- 
troy them; and that if his majesty could have 
been prevailed upon tu have been less rigid upon 
that head, all this had been avoided, and the 
Catalans perhaps in a great tranquillity, 
and as obedient subjects as any in Spain at 
this day. 


~ No. 57, 


Translation of the Lord Lexincron’s Letter 


to the Deputies of Bancetona. Noo. 28, 
1713. ee 


Gentlemen ; 
I wish I could have seen, before my depar- 
ture for England, the desires of the queen my 


_mistress accomplished; but it is so long since I 


have received her-majesty’s orders to return, 
that I cannot defer the same any longer, andI 
set out this day from Madrid, in. order to go 
and embark at Lisbon, where ove of our men 
of war stays for me, so that the best I thought 
I could do for you, was to employ the last 
moments of my stay, in supplicating anew the 
king your master, to receive your obedience in 
the words of the treaty of Utrecht, and to par- 
which was of- 
fered you by his catholic majesty. I charge . 
the consul at Alicant to convey this letter ‘to 
eu, under any pretext whatsoever, and that 
it may be delivered safe to you, that it may 
induce you, for your own good, to take the 


«resolution of having recourse to the king’s_ cle- 


mency. There are advices here which assure, 
us, that you have applied to the queen my mis- 
tress, for using her good offices withthe catholic 
king, for obtaining this favourin your behalf 3 
relying upon those advices, I venture writing 
to you upon this subject, having always been 
desirous to contribute to every thing most fa- 
vourable that might be demanded for you at 
this juncture, which is such, that I must repeat 
to you, I cannot give you a better advice; than 
that of accepting the amnesty in the manner it 
was offered you, since God has not permitted 
that any thing more could be obtained in your 
favour, I leave my secretary at Madrid, to 
whom the consul will transmit your answer, _ 
which may come to my hands at Lisbon, before 


(0) 


e@cxi] 
I embark, in case you take your resolutions 
without any delay, and soon enough for that 
purpose, I could write from thence in such a 
manner as you should desire, having always 
been full of good will for you, and ready to lay 
hold of all opportunities of shewing you how 
much I am, &c. , 


‘No. 58. 


Extract of a Letter frem Lord Lexancton to 


M.Orry, Noo. 30, 1715. 


Sir; I send you the letter for the gentlemen 
ef Barcelona, as we have concerted it, and ap- 
proved by his majesty, a letter for the count of 
reas and another for our consul at 
Alicant ; it is necessary that the count of Le- 
cheraine should be made privy to this matter, 
for otherwise it would be very difficult to per- 
suade any one to undertake such an affair, 
‘which leads directly to the gallows. You must 
either secure the person bya passport, that 
will undertake it, or give hima good reward ; 
gtherwise you will find nobody to do it. 

Idesire you, sir, to be perfectly persuaded, 
that where-ever I am you have a faithful servant 
sensible ofall the obligations you have laid upon 


_me, I desire you to lay me atthe feet of the 
king and of the queen, to whoseservice I shall be 


devoted all mylite, I go away deeply affected with 
all the favours and civilities their majesties have 
shownme on all occasions. I shall have an eternal 
‘gratitude for all the marks of goodness of ma- 
dam the princess, and will net fail to acquaint 
the queen with the zeal she has always shewed 
-for her majesty’s service. 


No. 59. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Bowen, to 
; Trxisén, Dec. 44,1713, N.S. 


His lordship orders me to send you likewise 


Mr. 


the letter, mentioned therein, to the gentlemen 


~~ 


ofthe deputation of Barcelona, which his ex- 
ellency has been persuaded to write, at the 
tepeated desire of this court. 

That about a fortnight ago this was proposed 


. 0 his excellency by the French ambassador, 


.who at the same time read a.paragraph out of 
© letter from M.de Torcy, wherein he says, 
thatthe queen had desired his master ta join 


with her, in order to induce this court to ac- 


.commodate that affair ; to which his lordship 
answered, that he could say nothing to it, 


since. he had received no orders to that pur- 
’ pose, | 


_ That the same was afterwards proposed by 
the princess, and in a very pressing manner, 


_ the morning before his lordship left this court, 


and at the same time told him, that theking 
desired he would come to him that evening; 


_ which his lordship accordingly did, when his 


Majesty was pleased to tell him, that he had re- 
ceived a letter from his grandfather to the same 
purpose with what the French ambassador had 
Reigra told him, and that therefore he desired 
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his lordship would write such a letter; upon 
which his excellency told his majesty much 
the same as what you will find marked in this 
letter to Mr. Orry; however be thought he 
could not refuseto.comply with his majesty’s 
repeated desire upon this occasion, especially 
since there is nothing contained in the said 
letter, but what has been agreed‘ upon at 
Utrecht, and his lordship was the more inclined 
thereto for this reason, that if they had a mind 
to accommodate, the queen would have the 
mediation ; and ifthey had not, that then this 
court would see, that her majesty would be 
always ready toservethem, and bow necessary 
she might be to them upon all occasions, which 
his lordship hoped, would very much hastes 
the conclusion of the peace. 


No. 60. 


Extract of Sir Patrick Lawxess’s Represent- 
ation to the Lord Botincsroxe, Sept. 9, 
1713. : 


. Whereas the treaty for the evacuating of Ca- 
talonia bas not been effectuated on the part of 
his imperial majesty, and that the inhabitants 
of Barcelona and Majorca do still ‘refuse to 
put themselves under the king of Spain’s sub- 
Jections, live in an hostile manner, committing 
great depredations at sea, and interrupting all 
conimerce and correspondence in the Mediter- 
ranean ; in which it 1s apprehended they will 
be assisted by the Algerines and other Moors, 
to the universal detriment of all the trading 
nations of Europe, unless some speedy means 
be found to prevent the same by a naval 
strength: It is submitted to the consideration 
of her majesty, not onlyas guarantee of the 
aforesaid treaty of evacuation, but as it so ma- 
terially concerns the interest of Great Britain; 
and therefore his catholic majesty hopes, that 
her majesty will order a squadron of her ships 
of war, for the purpose of suppressing those 
evil practices, reducing his catholic majesty’s 
subjects to their obedience, and thereby com- 
plete the tranquillity of Spain, and of the Me 
diterranean commerce. 


No. 61. 


Eatract of the Instructions for Sir Jumes 
Wisuart, February 28, 1713. 


Whereas frequent complaints have been 
made to us, that the trade of our subjects has 
been interrupted in those seas in an unysual 
and extraordinary manner by ships and vessels 
belonging to Catalonia, Majorca, Sardinia, 
Naples, and other places; you are therefore 
upon all such complaints which you shall re- 


‘ceive from hence, or which shall. be brought 


there by our subjects claiming your protection, 
to apply in the most proper method you can 
for restitution to be made, aad satisfaction to 
be given; and you are to let the persons con- 
cerned know, that in case of refusal, you are 
directed to make reprisals, and accordingly 


a a | 


_themselves very tenderly used, if we only de- 


wéxiti] 
when you judge it necessary, you are to make 
reprisals upon such as refuse to do justice to 
our subjects; We being determined to do all 
that in us lies towards restoring the free and 
peaceable navigation of those seas, and securing 
the quiet and unmolested commerce of all fair 
and lawful traders. . 

You will have herewith put into your hands 
@n authentic copy attested by Theopilus Blyke, 
late commissary of our stores at Barcelona, of 
the receipt given there, for such part of the 
said stores as were taken forcibly from him in 
the month of August last, notwithstanding his 
procuring an article of his instructions, by 
which he was forbid to deliver out any stores 
‘unless by direction from our captain general, 
or commander in chief of our forces ; you will 


have likewise a copy of a letter from the depu- 


tation at Barcelona to our high treasurer of 
‘Great Britain, and an estimate of the value of 
the aforesaid stores attested by the said Theo- 
philus Blyke. Upon these foundations, wheu 
you come before the said city of Barcelona, you 
wHl in our name demand the immediate 
payment of the value ofthe said stores accord- 
ing to the estimate aforementioned, or a sufli- 
cient security for the payment thereof in some 
reasonable time; and you will further repre- 
sent to the deputation of Barcelona on this oc- 
easion, that they have great reason to think 


mand the value of the stores which were taken 
in so unjustifiable a manner, to be paid us; 
whereas we might with so much equity, and on 
so good grounds likewise. insist upon a full re- 
aration for the affront offered tous, in vio- 
ently seizing our stores, and confining the 
person of our officer. 
We Have also directed. that a copy of the 
convention made at Utrecht, for the evacuation 


of Catalonia, and for preserving the neutrality 
-of Italy, should be put into your hands; we 


easily foresee that many complaints will be 
made, and that many disputes will arise con- 
cerning the performance or infraction of that 
convention, whereof we made ourselves con- 
tractor and guarantee in so very particulara 
manner. Whereof we think fit to require and 
command you to endéavour upon all occasions 
to redress any thing that may be done contrary 
to it, and to enforce a strict observance of it in 
all its parts. | | 
‘ Upon your repairing to Barcelona, you are 


likewise to give notice of your arrival to our 


right, &c. Robert lord Bingley, whom we have 
appointed to be our ambassador extraordinary 
at the court of Spain, and tosend him an ac- 
Count of your proceedings ; and in this and all 
other matters relating to our service, you will 
take caré to correspond with our said ambas- 


sador : particularly in order to the putting an | 


end to the disorders and confusions which now. 
i in those parts. And when ‘you shall be 
informed by our said ambassador of the nego- 
tiations he has adjusted concerning the inha- 
bitants of Catalonia, and towards procuring. 
the quiet and settlement of that province, and 
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of the island of Majorca, you shall upon such 
informations and advices take the necessary 


| measures pursuant to our intentions, and the 
general instructions we have given you in that 
behalf, and according to such other instructions 
.as you may from time to time receive relating 
thereunto, 7 


No. 62. 


Extract of additional Instructions for Sir 
James Wisuart, March 18, 1713-14, ~ 


Whereas by our instructions to you beating ~ 
date the 28th day of February last, you are 


directed to give notice of your arrival at Bar- 


celona to our right, &c. Robert lord Bingley, 
who is going as oar ambassador extraordinary 
to the court of Madrid,. and to pursue such 
measures as are therein mentioned: Our will 
and pleasure is, that you should take care to 
time your arrival before the said city of Bar- 
celona, according to the advices which you shall 
receive from onr said ambassador. And 
whereas he will be iastiucted to use his utmost 
endeavours to obtain for the people of Catalo- 
nia (notwithstanding their retusal upon the — 
evacuation of that country by the troops of his ° 
imperial majesty, to submit to our good brother 
the catholic king) all the security and advantages 
that are possible; you shal] therefore, upon. 
receiving from our said ambassador an account 
of what he has been able to obtain from the 
court of Madrid in their behalf, endeavour by 
the strongest representations you can make, 
to induce the government of that principality 
to accept of the terms so obtained, and no’ 
longer to continue a war, the event of which 
must, sooner or later, he fatal to them. 

And whereas by our instructions afore-men- 
mentioned, we did likewise direct you to de- 
mand satisfaction from the inhabitants of the 


island of Majorca and others, for the piratical 


depredations which have been and may be ex- 
ercised on any of our subjects trading in those 
seas: Our further will and pleasure 1s, that you . 
should in the first place take all proper methods 
of persuasion to induce the inhabitants of the 


said island to submit to the terms which our 


ambassador at Madrid aforesaid shall inform 
you to be offered tothem; and in case they do 
persist in their refusal to comply with such 


‘terms, then you are to employ the squadron 


under your command in countenancing and 
assisting all attempts which may he made for 
the reducing of the said island of Majorca toa 
due obedeince, that so the same having been. 
yielded up by his imperial majesty, may hecome * 


‘subject to some government or other, andno | 


longer remain in the state itis at present, 2 
harbour for pirates and robbers. 
You are to take the first opportunity you 
have, when you are on the spot, and joihing 
with the Spaniards in their undertakings, to 
settle with the officers of the court of Madrid, 
the several species of provision, and other ne- 
cessaries which our Island of Minorea shall 
have occasion ‘to draw for their subsistence 


i 
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from that of Majorca, and to adjust as far as 
possible the particular rates and prices at which 
the said provisions, and other necessaries shall 
from time ‘to time be furnished. | 

You shall likewise take the best care you 
can that it may be understood, that our subjects 
of the Island of Minorca may have free leave 
to fetch what quantity of wood they shall want 
' from the island of Ivica: and if you find the 
Spaniards to take umbrage at this practice, or 
to make.a difficulty of allowing this liberty, 
then you are to insist, in consideration of the 
friendship between us, and the catholic king, 
and of the obligations which he has to us, that 
some agreements or convention be made for 
settling that matter on the best terms that 
can be obtained, and as shall be reasonable. 


: No. 63. . | 
Extract of M. de Torey’s Letter to Mr. Prior. 


Marly, Noo. 13th, 1713, 


You received, Sir,. sometime since, orders 
from the queen of Great Britain, to use her 
‘ good offices with the king in favour of the Ca- 
- talans, who have rebelled against the king of 
Spain, and of the inhabitants of Barcelona. 
You acquainted me, that her Britannic majesty 
“was sure they would submit to the king their 
master if that prince would grant them a ge- 
neral amnesty, the restitution and enjoyment 
of all their estates, and, in short, the same con- 
ditions which he had caused to be offered them, 
and which they.did not accept, without men- 
tioning their ancient privileges any more. 

The answer which the king just now receives 
from the Catholic king upon this article, is, that 
he is still willing to grant the same conditions 
to the rebellious Catalans, notwithstanding they 
rendered themselves unworthy of his favours, 
by slighting them, and although he is now in a 
oond:tion to reduce them by force ;_he desires 
the king to impart his answer to the queen of 
Great Britain, my lord Lexington having had 
no orders to speak about this affair. 
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Extract of my Lord Bolingbroke’s Letter to 
> 2 Mr. Prior, Sept. 25th, 1713. 


There is a person here, of whom we have 
never taken the least notice as a public man, 
but who, however, is au agent from the Ca- 
talans. By, what we observe in him, it is pretty 
plain, that areasonable accomodation might be 
made with that turbulent people. What is the 
sense of the French court on this matter? How 
far will they, concur with the queen in advising 
Philip to make an end of that war? 


A 
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Extract of Sir James Wishart’s Letter to my 
Lord Bingley, from Alicant Roud, the 19th 

of May 1714, O. S. 
I take leave to acquaint your excellency, that, 
upon my arrival here, I received a very civil 
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letter from M. Grimaldo, his Catholic majesty’s 
pore secretary of state, in anewer ‘to that 

wrote to him from Cadiz, together with the 
king’s order for our being exempted from pay- 
sg the duties of‘such wine, oil, and other pros 
visions, as we should have occasion for, in bis 
ports ; but the prices of them are so very high, 
that, though we have now that privilege, we 
must think of being supplied elsewhere in the 
Mediterranean, if we don't find them cheaper 
in some other ports of Spain. 

My lord, whereas it has been usual that the 
grant of exemption from the said duties has 
been made to the admiral and commander in 
chief of her majesty’s ships when on these coasts: 
I desire your excellency may be pleased to 
move that the said grant be made to myself, if 
you think convenient; but as this is but a trifle, 


-I submit. it to your better judgment, whether 


the granting of it may not be a means to pre 
vent any thing that might be intended from the 
court of Madrid more tomy advantage, and 
do leave it intirely to your consideration what 
may be most for my interest at that place. 
And I hope, by your lordship’s friendship, to 
find some marks of favour from thence, io re- 
gard of the very great expence I am at in this 
expedition, which is so much intended for their 
service, aid for which I have no allowance 
from home, but my pay, which won’t defray half 
my charges. | 


No..66. 


Extract of Sir James Wishari’s Letter to Lord 
Bingley, from Alicant Road, May the 21st, . 
1714, O. S. 


My lord, in my letter of the 19th instant, I 
desired the favor of your excellency to move the 
King of Spain, that the grant of exemption of 
the duties of wine, oil, &c. should be to myself, 
in regard’ that those who ha#e been admirals of 
her majesty’s fleet formerly in the Mediterra- 
nean, have had the same benefit? but, upon a 
further consideration of this matter, which is 
but of small moment, and that it may appear 
much greater than it really is, both at the. 
court of Spain and England, I desire your ex- 
cellency may not take any notice of it, but let 
the grant stand as it does. 

My lord, on any other occasion that the 
court of Madrid might take, to express their 
good will to me, I humbly beg your excellency’s © 
countenance and assistance, leaving it intirely 
to you to do therein as you shall think fit, 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir James Wishart to the 
Government of Barcelona, from on board the 
Rippon, at Sea, July 8, 1714. O. S. 


Whereas many complaints bave been made 


from time to time, of the frequent disturbances 


given to the commerce of the subjects of the 
queen of Great Britain; by ships and vessels 
carrying your commission, which have insolently 
presumed to take, carry up,. and plunder ther 


‘@cxvii] 
‘ships, ‘and to use the men belonging to them in 
‘a barbarous manner ; I have thought fit to send 
‘to yeu captain Gordon, who commands her ma- 


_jesty’s ships of war, the Moor and Launcesten, 


to represent to you those unwarrantable and 
presumptuous proceedings : and, by command 
of the queen my mistress, I do demand satis- 
faction for the same, expecting that it be im- 
mediately given, by your making restitution to 
the several parties injured, compensating to 
them their losses and damages, and punishing 
the commanders and officers of your ships and 
vessels which have committed those depreda- 
tions, with the utmost severity, as the nature of 
those crimes deserves. Understanding that 
some of those ships-and vessels, commissioned 


, by you, do belong to Majorca and Ivica, I have 
s 


o demanded from the marquis de Rubi, that 
he do on his part in procuring the satisfaction 
aforesaid ; which he has prumised me to do ; 


And if what is so justly demanded of you be 


not’ punctually complied with, I leave to your- 


selves to judge what the consequences may be. 
I am, &c. | 


N o. 68. 


Translation of the Letter from the City of 
Barcelona, to Sir James Wishart, July 23, 
1714, N.S. , 


Sir, Your excellency’s letter of the 8th in- 
stant, Q. S. which was. delivered to us by cap- 
tain Thomas Gordon and captain John Pulley, 


commanders of the Moor.and Launceston, con- 


tains your complaints against us, that our pri- 


vateers have detained the English ships, having 
plundered and abused them, and deprived them 
of the freedom of trade; for which reason 
your excellency demands satisfaction for da- 
mages: and, to inform us of this fact, captain 
Gordon has communicated to us, a memarial 
which we answered immediately ; and we have 
the honour to acquaint your excellency, that 
only one-of those vessels, mentioned in the 
said memorial, laden with salt, was brought 
into this harbour by our privateers; and that 
after having taken out her lading, and intirely 
paid the.captain for the same, he would sail 
out of the port with all his sails, anda strong 
wind, the pilot having no regard to the shallow- 


‘ness of the water, nor to the intimation that 


was given him of the danger to which he ex- 
posed himself, as he experienced it; for he 
run a-greund at the entrance uf the harbour, 
and got off with mach difficulty, bythe speedy 
assistance that was given him. Nevertheless 
we do not think we ought to pay for the da- 
mages occasioned by the ill conduct of the 
ilot. ; : 
As to the other ships mentioned in captain 
Gordon’s memorial, as we have not had the 
least knowledge of it, we suppose there must be 
some mistake; it may be also that at Majorca 
or Ivica they may know something of it. How- 
ever, we can give an account of some other 
ships that came into this port to sell the provi- 
sions they had on board: they were well used, 
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‘and sold freely their goods at a higher price 


than they could have got any where else, having 
aid them with our best sort of money to. their 


intire satisfaction, having thus supplied us with | 


what we wanted, being besieged: in which 
condition, according to the law of nations, we 
are persuaded we have not acted against justice 
or reason, as your excellency will see by the 


inclosed copies of letters, which we writ tothe - 


governor of Port Mahon, and commodore 
George Camock, and by the answer of the 


former to this city ; whereby we doubt not but 


your excelléncy will be convinced of the justice 
of our proceedings, and be made sensible, that 
the news spread in Europe that we lived like 
pirates, 1s a mere invention of ourenemies, to 
render us odious to mankind, and _ hinder them 
from trading with us, thereby to deprive us of 


all necessaries for our subsistence, in order © 


to reduce us the sooner. And to convince 
your excellency how much we value a good cor- 
respondence and anion with the English na- 
tion, an order was published this day in this 
city, forbidding our privateers, upon pain of 
death, not to take, detain, or abuse any English 
ship, under any pretence whatsoever, although 
they should even carry provisions to the enemy. 
We hope your exceftency will be so just as to 
approve our conduct, which is conformable to 
the rights of people that are besieged ; assuring 
you, that when we shall know of any of our 
ships, either with commission, or without, that 


.shall have caused the least damage to any Eng- 


lish ship, we will not only punish them rigor- 
ously, but shall likewise be ready to make good 
all damages, as we told captain Gordon more 
at large ; for we desire always to continue in 
that good correspondence, which we have main- 
tained hitherto with your noble and generous 
nation, and to shew our most profound respect. 
tevards the queen of Great Britain ; as also 
to obey your excellency’s orders, which we 
earnestly desire you will please to honour us 
with, being with greattruth and respect, &c. 


No. 69. 


LETTER from the Town of Barcelona to Sir 
James Wishari, 23d July, 1714. 


& 


‘ 


Your excellency very well knows, that the _ 


engagement Catalonia entered into, to receive 
Charles the third for their king, was founded on 
the protection of the high allies, but most par- 


ticularly of England ; without which we were. - 


not capable of ‘coming into so great an under- 


taking. It was carned on seven. years, during | 
4 7 4 


which time we have always seen most -valiant 


English troops, that have distinguished theme. 


selves not only in the sieges of places, but also 
in their defence ; particularly in that of Car- 
dona, which as it was the last action, so it is 
fresher in our memory. In all this time Cata. 
lonia endeavoured to serve the English nation 
to the uttermost of their power, by contributing. 
troops, and considerable sums of money without 
interest. And though we had pleased ourselves 
with the thoughts of the happiness to be always 


- 
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subjects of Charles the third, seeing him so 


powerfully supported; yet by the ordinary 


change.to which human affairs are: liable, we 
now see the trvops of the duke of Anjou, as- 
_ pisted by the French, masters of all the prin- 
cipality except Barcelona and Cardona ; com- 
mitting through the whole, the most execrable 
hostilities, burnings, and plunderings, without 
sparing the effusion of innocent blood, and 
without distinction of age or sex. The encmy 
have for a year oppressed this town by sea and 
land, and we continually suffer the calamities 
of so long a blockade ; during which time above 
14,000 bombs have been thrown into the town, 
which have ruined the greatest part of the 
_ houses. They are now endeavouring to attack 
us in form, and we fear that in 24 hours the 
town will be battered in breach. = 
‘We cannot express to'your excellency with 
how much grief we see the danger the inha- 
bitants are exposed to, of becoming the victine 
of that cruelty with which they are threatened 
by the enemy ; and having no other comtort 
left, but, to fly to the queen of Great Britain, 
we implore her protection by the inclosed letter 
to don Pablo Ignacio Dalmases, our envoy at 
London. In the mean time, till an answer can 
come, we beseech your exccllency from our 
souls to mediate with the French troops, who 
oppress us, fora suspension of arms: since at 
the congress of Baden, where endeavours are 
using to conclude a general peace, this affair 
may still be determined. We doubt not but 
your excellency’s mediation will be powerful 
enough to procure us this relief, your excel- 
lency being commander in the Mediterranean, 
and your squadron being superior to that of 
the enemy. We see no other remedy but this, 
in nature, to our misfortunes; and therefore we 
hope your excellency will not refuse us: in 
this, our relief consists. And if Catalonia hs 
merited any thing by its services, and by its 
conjunction with the English nation,-this is now 
the time to receive the fruits of it, being worthy, 
by the means of your excellency, of this benefit: 
for which all the principality, and this town, will 
ever be obliged to the whole nation, and _ par- 
ticularly to your excellency : desiring nothing 
more than to compensate, by our services, this 
favour, which we hope from your excellency’s 
goodness. Itis worthy of your excellency to 
comfort the afflicted, and not to deny us this 
favour in our great necessity. And your ex- 
cellency may be assured of our perpetual gra- 
titude: desiring your excellency to honour us 
with your orders and that God grant you a long 
life, &c. : 
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Exiruct of Sir James Wishart’s Letter to Lord 
Bingley from Alicant Road, August 7, 
1741, 0. S. - 

Iam to acquaint your excellency, that hav- 
ing received a letter on the third of last month, 
from Monsieur de Grimaldo, secretary of state 


to the king of Spain, signifying to me from his 


majesty, that the flota from New Spain was 
daily expected at Cadiz, and that all his‘ ships 
of war being now employed before Barcelona, 
he could not send any of them to meet the 
said flota as usual, to give them assistance in 
case of their being disabled, or otherwise in 
want thereof; and therefore desiring that three 
of her majesty’s ships under my command, of 
the fourth rate, might cruize off cape St. Vin- 
cent, to loek out for the said flota: I thought it 
proper to comply with the king’s desire therein, 
and did accordingly order three ships of that 
rate to proceed on that service, and continue 
thereon till the middle of this month, I have 
acquainted my lord Bolingbroke with it, and 
hope to meet with her majesty’s approbation of 
the same. 


Sapa SGD 


Doe No. 71. 
Mr. St. John to Monsieur Torcy. 
_ Hampton Court, 29th October, 1711. 


Sir; I had answered your letter of the 21st of 
October, N.S. when that of the 2d of Novem- 
ber was delivered to me. I shall no more re- 
peat to you the assurances of a perfect since- 
rity; since words become useless, when there 
are opportunities of shewing it by deeds. 

Mr. Gaultier, who will have the honour to 
give you this letter, will at the same time give 
you a description of the present situation of the 
affairs of peace. 

Tis easy for those who find their interest in 
the war, (I make use of your own expressions) 
to raise and keep up misunderstandings: This 
is what ill-meaning people endeavour at, &s 
well with us as elsewhere. 
in nO great pain, since it does but depend on 
the most christian king to render their efforts of 
no use: The explications you promise me will 
dissipate all these clouds ; and you may be- 
lieve we will make use thereof with great re- 
serve, when I assure you, that if the king 
would but offer, as he has heretofore done, @ 
plan of specific preliminaries, the queen would 
never communicate it to her allies. 

I shall conclude in assuring you, that pro- 
vided the Sieur Gaultier returns with these 
marks .of confidence, of which I make no 
doubt, you will see our parliament which is 
going to meet, asmuch inclinable to peace as 


-ever it was to war. Tam, &c. H. Sr. Joan. 


Anne R. 


John Drummond, esq. 
13,000/. by tallies on 
tin for special services of 
the war. : 


Our will and _plea- 
Sure is, that by virtue of 
our general letters, of 
privy seal, bearing date 
the 1Sthday of March, 
in the first year of our reign, you issue and pay, 
or cause to be issued and paid, out of any 
money that is or shall be lent to us at the re- 
ceipt of our exchequer, upon credit of repay- 
ment out of the moneys arising by sale of our 
tin, unto our trusty and well-beloved Jobo 
Drummond, esq. or his assigns, the sum of 
13,0002. without account, imprest, or atliet 


I am _ nevertheless, 


al 


}, 


jj 
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charge; the same being for such special ser- 
vices relating to the war, as we have directed. 
And for so doing this shall be your warrant 
Given at our court at Windsor castle, the 15th 
day of October 1711, in the tenth year of our 
reign. By her majesty’s command, — | 
To Robert earl of Oxford, OxForD. - 
Lord High Treasurer. | “4 


Memorandum. A Warrant signed by Lord 
Treasurer on the aforegoing sign manual, 
November 24th, 1711. 


John Drummond, esq. Order, &c. 22d of 
Out of Loansto bemade November 1711. By 
on Credit of the Sale of virtue of her majesty’s 
‘Tin, | letters of privy seal, 

7 bearing date the 13th 
March 1701, and in pursuance of a warrant 
under her majesty’s royal sign manual, bearing 
date the 15th October 1711. That you deliver 
and pay of. such her majesty’s treasure as re- 
mains 1n your charge, unto John Drummond, 
esq. or his assigns the sum of 13,000/. without 
account, imprest, or other charge; the same 
being for such special services relating to the 
war, as her majesty hath directed. And these, 

Cc. Oxrorp, R. Benson. © 

Amye. R. 

- John. Drummond esq. 
- 1200/. in Satisfaction of 

so much expended by 


him for Special Service 
of the War. 


Our will and plea- 
sure is, that by virtue 
of general letters of 
privy seal, bearing date 
the 13th March 1701, 
you issue and pay, or 


cause to be issued and paid out of any of our 
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treasure or révenue, in the receipt of our ex- 
chequer, applicable to the uses of our civil gu- 
vernment,, unto our trusty and well beloved 
John Drummond, esa. or to his assigns, the 
sum of 12377. 10s. without! account; that is 


.| to say, 12001, part thereof in satisfaction of so 
much by him expended by our command for 


special services relating to the war; and the 
remaining sum of 371. 10s. is to satisfy the fees 
and charges on receiving the said 1200/.. And 
for so doing, this shall be your warrant. Given at 
our court at St James’s the 4th day of April 
1712, in the eleventh year of our reign. By 
her majesty’s command, Oxrorp. 
To Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Mortimer, our High Treasurer, 


Memorandum. <A Warrant signed by lord 
treasurer on the aforegoing sign manual, the 
7th April 1712. 


John Drummond, esq.. Order, &c. this 9th 
- s day of April 1712, by 
virtue of her majesty’s letters of privy seal 
bearing date the 13th March 1701, and war- 
rant under her majesty’s royal sign: manual, 
dated the 4th instant, that you deliver and pay. 
of such ber majesty’s treasure as remains in 
your charge, unto John Drummond, esq. or his 
assigns, the; sum of 12371, 10s. without ac~ 
count; viz. 1200/. part thereof in satisfaction 
of so much by him expended by her majesty’s 
command for special services relating to the 
war, and the remaining 372, 10s. is to satisfy the 
fees and charges on receiving the said 12004. 
And these, &c. Oxrorp. 
R. Benson. 


. 
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Mr. Prior’s Account of his Examination, before the Committee 


_ of Secrecy appointed to.inquire into the Negociations, relating, 


“to the Treaty of Utrecht.* 


‘ 
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IN outward appearance, they were all very 
civil; set me a chair equal to the,table where 
they sat, and next to secretary Stanhope, who 
had the books and papers of the secretary’s 
_ office before him.’ Mr. Walpole the chairman 
said little more than mere compliment. Mr. 
Lechmere, with great industry hid, from me, 
and often himself looked into papers in folio, 
unbound, and covered with ‘clic sheet. 
did not then know what they were, but ‘during 
the examination, I perceived it was the report 
then printed, and in some few days after pub- 
lished. He began with an affected eloquence, 
tbat as I had served in a very high employment, 
and with very great applause, the committee 
relied upon my candour and probity: That as 


 ® See the Proceedings of the House of Com- 
mons, June 17,1715, — «a 4 


what they asked me was for the King’s service, 
so what I answered would be for my own 
honour. After this some of them began with. | 
several vague questions: What I knew of the 
negociation ? How long I had been acquainted 
with the abbé Gaultier? If the propositions 
came first from France, or if we sent them ? 
And desired. me to give them an account -of 
whatever I could of that whole matter; which, 
it seems, they thought I was so ready to do, 
that some of them took their pens and paper, 
as if I were to begin a sermon, and they to take 
short notes, | 

I said, that as I had always acted abroad by 
the authority of the crown of England; and. 
had, in obedience to the king’s commands, 
given up all the memorials and papers which 
related to that part of the peace in which I had 
a share, [ was desirous. to answer the honoura- 
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ble committee (before whom I understood such 
_ papers were) in every thing that might help to 
explain them: That my books were already 
before them ; and, as I had already written 
to Mr. secretary Stanhope, those books must 


even speak for themselves. The committee 
seemed to acquiesce In my, answer: 


we will begin with the money. 

The committee then desired to know what 
money I drew from the treasury in 1711, when 
I went into France. I answered, 200/.; and, 
as I remembered, that wasthe sum. I had 
either credit from Mr. Clifford, on his corres- 
pondent, or from M. Cantillon: I could not 
well remember which, it being now four years 
since. Had you these bills, some of them said, 
- from my lord treasurer? I replied no. They 
asked me, was it by his order? I said, I hoped 
there was no occasion for a reply to that ques- 
tion. I presumed it would be bund, as other 
money expended on the like occasion, by di- 
rection of the sovereign, I found they were 
‘ not pleased with this answer, Walpole said, 
Will you think a little of the method in which 
this examination is to proceed? And Mr. Prior 
will be pleased in the mean time to retire a 
little. : : 

When I was called in again, the same ques- 
tion was asked me, and the same answer re- 
turned. I added, that I well hoped those sums, 
and several others of much greater importance, 
were paid: That otherwise, for want of know- 
ledge in the crown laws, I should find myselfa 
_ beggar; and-from an hotel at Paris, might 
spend the rest of my days in the Counter: And 
‘ here I addressed myself to Mr. Stanhope, as 
to what I had writ to him concerning my debts. 
He said, that nothing of all this concerned 
me. Prior. I must epply to you upon another 
head, I must uwn myself unexperienced in 
the method of parliament; I have no papers 
by me; I have'no counsel, for want of me- 
mory or judgment I may err; and though gen- 
tlemen, I am accused of nothing, I know not 
- but that Imay accuse myself through inadver- 
tency or mistake. . . 

Here Mr. Stanhope rose up, and told the 
committee, that he had the Aiog’s particular 
direction, that whatever I said to them, or they 
to the House of Commons, shouid not be of 
any prejudice to myself. I took a sheet of 
paper, which lay before me, and wrote this 
down, as I did what they had already said to 
me. Here, after they had whispered, and some 
even separated themselves from the table to 
‘confer in a corner of the room, the chairman 
told me I might withdraw; which I did, leaving 
the notes I had taken upon the table. 

_ When I was called in again, I found’ their 
¢ivility much abated, and the battery quite 
changed. The most confused questions were 
ut to me, upon several heads backward and 
Socward, by Lechmere and Boscawen, and 
Coningsby, (the two first of whom I think un- 


Gerstood not one word of what they were say- 


ipg). Coningsby at length prevailed, Mr. 


Lord Co- 
ningsby whispered the chairman, and said, no, 


keeping. Idid not nor could I ex 


- 
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Prion, you were sent out that you might have- 
time to recollect more particularly upon whom 
you had credit, when my lord of Oxford sent 
you into France. Prior. I have great respect 
to the earl of Oxford; but he never sent me. 
into France. And turning to Mr. Secretary 
Stanhope, who had the books of the office of 
1711 in his hand, I said, That as I had‘ the 
honour to be sent into France by the queen’s 
especial appointment and immediate direction, 
I presumed the copy of my powers were to be 
found in. the books before him. le turning to 
it, Mr. Prior, is this the copy of your instruc- 
tions? Prior. I believe itis; but to give the 
committee no further trouble on this head, I 
am ready either now; or any other time, to 
preduce the original, as I think it may tend to. 
my service. Being asked of whom I received 
money in France ? I answered, of M. Can- 
tillon. Boscawen. Was he not a papist ? Prior. 
Else, sir, he could not have been a banker at 
Paris, which he had been for several years be- 
fore I knew him. In one word he was the 
common banker to whom the English addressed 
selves, and I think Clifford of Amsterdam was 
his correspondent. Stanhope and Walpole, I 
found-frowning and nodding at each other, and 


@xtremely ashamed at this vile stuff. 


Being sent out, and called in again, I found the 
thunder broke out. Walpole referred it to Stan- 
hope to speak. Stanhope. The committee are 
not satisfied with your behaviourtothem. I have 
already told you, that the lords above, and the 
committee here, have taken netice that they 
find a constant correspondence on your side to 
the lord treasurer, but no answers from him; 
whereas all your letters from lord Bolingbrcke 
are entire, and commonly in their right order. 


Some of those indeed are missing. The whole 


committee echoed thesame thing. Prior. I was 
told some hours since, by this honourable com- 
mittee, that I should be asked nothing that 
might prejudice myself. Iam a good deal con- 
fused; I have no counsel; and with great re- 
spect, I look upon this to be a downright accu- 
sation of myself, as if I should have held any 
correspondence I was unwilling to declare. I 
must refer myself to you in this point, Mr. 
Stanhope. The letters that we receive when 
abroad, frum the secretaries of state, we keep, 
copying our answers to them, both which jus- 
tify our acting according to our orders sent us ; 
and I presume it will he found that my letters, 
which you have in your own keeping, answer 
those written to me by the secretaries of state 
under whose departments I acted; which let- 
ters you have likewise. You have also the. let- 
ters I have wrote to the lord treasurer in. my 
books, at least those of them that related to 
the public affairs, and consequently were worth 
ect a Con- 
stant correspondence from him. What I wrote 
was for his infurmation ; what use his lordship 
made of that information, I had reason to 
presume was for the queen’s service; and the 
answers and directions to me were to come by 
the secretary of state. Committee. It is. very 


Rexx] 
 etrange that not above two or three letters 
should appear from my lord treasurer, Did he 
mot write more to you? Prier, He writ to me 


several times, and.I obeyed his commands in- 
timated to me therein. Those commands per- 


formed, the letters were of no use, and I no. 


more kept them than I did letters received from 
other noblemen, the duke of Buckingham, the 
ford Halifax, lord Harcourt, then lord: chan- 


cellor, &c. They related no otherwise ta the 


negociation, than in commending nie, assuring 
me that he represented my services to the 
queen -in a right light, and wishing a upeedy 
end to the negociation, that I might come h 

to him. ‘ ae: . 
_ I. was sent out again, and recalled; was 
~ asked how many letters I might in all have re- 
ceived from my lord treasurer, and what was 
the substance of any of them. Prior. As to 
the number, I cannot particularly tell: I re- 
ceived a letter from him sometimes of five, 
sometimes of ten or twelve lines, ordering me 


to pay sums of money to persons who had the | 
queen’s pension, and were then in France, | 


or recommending some of his particular friends 
to my acquaintance, or, which I thought much 
better, telling me he had ordered the payment 
of my bills; but I might very safely affirm, 
that { had no letter that could possibly concern 
the committee, or any body else. 1 have one 
letter that as lord treasurer he writ to me, 
which related ta the payment of the dowry of 
king James’s queen Mary; a thing: publicly 
transacted, and known here ing England: But 
as no progress was made in that affair during 
my stay in France, and that it did not belong 
to the negociation of the peace, I had not in- 
deed piven up that letter, but, as I thought, 1 
could find it, or the copy of it, if it should have 
been thought of any. use. In the mean time, 
1 thought proper, in case any thing had been 
done in that matter, to keep that letter for 
my. own justification ; as indeed it would have 
been my order. Boscawen. Sir, you say you 
go net know how many letters you had ; might 
you have tea ? Prior, 1 believe I might. Bos- 
cawen. Might you have fourteen? Prior, I be- 


lieve J might. Boscawen. Might you have 16? 


Prior. Indeed, Mr. Boscawen, have told you 
that I cannot answer you to any indefinite num- 
ber. Is was still‘urged with great vehemence, 
that I kept a constant correspgndence with my 
Jord treasurer. Prior.. I am very far from de- 
mying it; but be did not keep a constant cor- 
respondence with me. It was my duty to write 
to him, and he was to make what use he pleased 
of my letters, I-complained sometimes of the 
objections [ met with at the court of France in 
‘- the execution. of my orders; apd was very 
glad when, bg the letters from. the secretary of 
state, I found my difficulty made easier ; But, 
ntlemen, since we.are upon this subject, 
throughout the whole course of my letters to 
yay lord treasurer, and even in those I wrote 
to theduke of Shrewsbury, after his grace’s re- 
urn both in England and Ireiand, I still cqm- 
plained that may ord treasuser did not write tv 
Ok, e - , 
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-me. And here indeed, being very much teized 
' and vexed, lord Coningsby raving and threatens 
' ing that these letters must be produced ; I said, 
| Ef there be such letters in the world, that con- 
_ tain the secrets of the negociation written by 


ome | 
-1 grant this was very foolishly sgid: for on@w 


‘-hogse with Mesnager and Gaultier. 


é 
@ 
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my lord treasurer, 1t might be very well pre- 


_ sumed his lordship kept copies of them, and he - 
must produce them; For said I, by the eternak 

' God ij 

-my lord, that your countryman is no very exw 
/ act correspondent. This I said, having known 
_ that lord Coningsby had troubled great men, 
if not my lord treasurer particularly, with let 


know of no such letters ; and you know, 


ters, who-had never taken care to answer him, 


should never provoke a hedge-hog, Coningsby 
breaking out into a great passion, This is im-+ 
posing upon the committee! Prior. Imposing, 


-my lord, isa very hard word. He lifted up 
| bis voice in anger, and was going on : But Stan-- 


hope, yet louder than he, swore, that-he could 


| produce every individual scrip of paper that 


had been written tu him by any man alive, of 
that he had written to any man during his Leig 
a minister abroad. Prior. Mr. Stanbope, | 


| am sorry I cannot do the like: if it be so, yqu 
| are the most careful minister that ever yet was 


sent abroad. They. proceeded in asking me 
to give an account of what, they said, I must 
needs know of the meeting of ih 

I had 
already heard, that they bad.consulted their 
friends of the law upon that pojnt, and had 
determined to fix upon that meeting, wherein 
the preliminaries were signed, as an accusation 
of treason. How justly I leaye to the judgment 
of all disinterested. and honest men; since 
first, in the nature of the thing, it is impossible 
for any two nations in war to come ever to an 
accommodation, or begin any plan, upon which 
a future peace may be. founded, without some 
overture and intervention of this-kind’ All 
treaties, from that af Vervens down to this 
day, have been thus mediated. Calieres 
was in Holland, and discoursed and conferred 
privately with M. Dyckvelt, on the part of 
tbe States, above two vears before he took a. 
public character, and signed the treaty of Ryse 
wick. M.de Torcy was publicly in Holland, 
1709, conferred with the pensioner, and the 
deputies of the States; and our own plenipo- 


tentiaries, the duke of Marlborough and lord . 
Townshend, reported from those deputies to 
her majesty, what the French minister either . 


proposed or granted. Mesnager had as full 
powers as France could. give, had owned the 
queen’s authority, and seen her person; and 
had, by her majesty’s directions, several times 
conferred with the lords of a: committee of cae 


binet: all the world seeing the map, and: know- - 


ing the fact: so that any meeting after this 
could not be secret, dangerous, or treason- 
able. Mr. St. John’s Jetter on the 25th of 
September, 1711, to her majesty, informs her 
immediately .of this meeting, and her -ma- 
jesty approves of what is there dove, by 
her especial ‘warrant for signing the ppely- 


1 Py 


e lords at my | 


. to the queen thus, 


-, @ Mesnager : we saw him accordingly this even- 


. signed a warrant the ?7th of September, 1711, 


_and did not oblige her majesty to any thing: so 


' this procedure will, without doubt, lereafter 


would lose their point in this multiplicity of 


' . Names appearing in the instrurhent. CAairman. 
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ininaries, containing the demands made by } Was my lord Osfordthere? Prio I cannot 
ber order®, | see dt 7 needa’ “the lords were absent; 
_ . whether the duke of Sbrewsbuiry, or the earl of 
.. It may be observed thgt Mr. St. John writes | Oxford, [ cannot tell. In all sincerity and ho- 
: nour this is truth. They grew extremely an- . 

gered upon it, and sent me out to recollect if 
both thése fords were not present. 

I came in, and assured them again, that as 
well aS I could remember a transaction, of 
which I tqok no notes; and which was now 
about three years past, and’ of which I was so 
far from expecting to be called to any account, 
that I thought ic was an honour to me, I could 
not deterthine which of the two were absent. 1 
said, again, that this was fact, that I do not re- 
member it: I have only an idea that one of 
‘them was absent. The answer indeed had 
this effect, that it was the same thing as if they 
were both absent, since they could not deter- 
mine which of them was present. But upom 
this meeting no less accusation than an article 
of high treason was to be founded. Was any 
thing more difficult ever pat upon a man, than 
to endeavour to extort an evidence from me, 
in order to bring those to the scaffold who were 
my friends and patrons, under whose orders for- 
‘merly, and with whom jointly now, I had the 
honour to act, by the queen’s directions, and 
in a matter not only innocent, but laudable ! 
Or could any thing be more absurd, ot more 
inhaman, than to propose to me a question by 
the answering of which I might (according to 
them) ptove mygelf a traitor! Since, as I had 
heard, every man who is a partner, is a prin- 
cipal in treason: and notwithstanding their 
solemn promise, that nothing which I could 
say should hurt myself, I ‘had no reason to 
trust them; for they violated that premise 
about five hours after (as I shall say anon.y 
However, I owned I was there present. Whe 
ther this was wisely done or no, E teave to my 
friends to determine. aa 
~ From my being taken up by order of the 
House of Commons, this examination was 
just A week. They now, after I had been 
turned ont, and returned again, interrogated 
me: If since my being taken into custody, I 
had not seen my lord of Oxford, or any of his 
relations ? I said, [had seen my lord Oxford 
the last Sunday at Mr. Thomas Harley’s house; 
and was going on to explain that Mr, Thong 
Harley and1, who were taken wp at the sanig 
time, (living within three doors of each other) 
commonly dined together at one or the other uf 
our houses, our respective messengers guarding 
us, That on Sanday geing to dine with Mr 
Harley, 1 saw my lord Oxford at the stair head, 
going out: that I asked hioy if he dined with 
us: He told me, he was to dine in better 
company: That this was all that passed .be- 
tween us; the messenger at the bottom of the 
stairs heard every word I said to him. As ! 
was telling this, they answered it was sufficient, 
I bad seen my lord Oxford, and his near rela 
tions ; which was the question asked. 
. [here was ordered to retire, and when was 
called in again, the chairmen, from amongst 


' © The committee of couheil met this morn- 
“ing at the Cockpit,-and directed the earl of 
4. Daremoath and myself to confer with M. 


“‘ing, at Mr. Prior’s house, where my lord 
« tréasurer aod Jord chagberlain were likewise 
present.” The treasun therefore, if there 
were any, was comimitted in' the morning by 
the cémmittee of council, and at the Cockpit, 
&tid not at Mr. Prior’s house in the eveniny. It 
Snay properly here be atided, the queen had 


¢o the lord keeper, for full powers + ; in which’ 
my lord Harcourt then lord chancellor, the earl 
of Oxfurd lord treasurer, the duke of Buck- 

gham president of the council, the bishop 
of Bristol lord privy seal, the duke of Shrews- 
bury lord chamberlain, the earl Poulett lord 
steward of the houshold, and the earl of 
Dartmouth and’ Mr. St. John secretaries of 
atate, and Matthew Prior, esq. were tiomi- 
nated and empowered to meet with the Sieur 
Mesnager, provided with sufficient authority to 
settle an eventual or conditiondl convention 
between her majesty and the most Christian 
king ; and that this warrant was not made use 
of, tor reasons given, being very natural, be- 
cause they were offets only on the French side, 


they were only signed Mesnager, and Dart- 
mouth and St. John dre orily witnesses that 
these articles are to be leoked upon as condi- 
tions which his most Christian majesty agrees to 
grant, and which are afterwards to be reduced 
rate form, and explained to the common sa- 
tisfaction of Great Britain and France: Though 


‘appear consonant to common sense, conducive - 
to the safety and good of Great Britain, and 
justifiable by the universal castum and taw of 
nations ;‘ Nunc non erat his locas.’ *I said, 
M. Mesneger had often been at:my house ; 
that the secretary of state had seen him there ; 
that I had eat and drank, and been abroad 
with him several times. They took preat hold 
of this. Boscawen expressed himself with 
great joy, This is more than we kriew before ! 
‘And from thence they ran wildly back, When 
I knew Gaultier? Where I had been with Mes- 
nager ? I answered to this in ‘as gétieral terms 
as I could. The chairman perceived’that they 


questions, and, checking their speed, restrained 
it to this one demand. Chairman. What lords 
were present at your house at the meeting 
when the preliminary articles were talked of 
or signed? I answered, the two secretaries of 
state; for it is certain they were so, their 
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many books and papers which he had before 


"him, (and the secretary of state had on the 


other side as many; and I perceived many of 
them were my own) the chairman, I say ab- 
ruptly enough drew out one half-sheet of the 
. large demy paper, writtey very foul, and razed 
in several places, which indeed, when he gave 
into my hand, ] hardly knew what it was, -so 


far as to give any reasonable account of it, it 


being without date or title, and, as I say, very 
imperfect asto the very words and stile, He 
_ asked me drily, and without any other previous 
word, if I knew that hand? Prior. There are 
two hands in it, one is very like the hand I 
write when first I make atiy brouillon. One, or 
two of the Committee. Sir, what do you mean 
by a brouillon ? Prior. When I write any thing at 
first only for my own memory, as to what I 
would draw up after ina more perfect manner, 
I perused this piece of paper, and upona little 


reflection, directing myself to Mr. Stanhope, 


said, I believe this paper contained some notes 
ypon a letter I received from his predecessor my 
. lord Bolingbroke. He was apprised of this be- 
fore, for he readily turned to the letter which was 
registered in the office-book. .I added, that I 
thought there were some notes I had taken in 
the French language, to enable me to speak 
"pore particularly to Monsieur de Torcy of the 
Watters mentioned in the said secretary’s let- 
ter. As that letter was written four years be- 
fore, and I was not in possession of my .own 


‘ [etters, the secretary himself and the committee 


uld best inform themselves of the substance 
thereof. There was written, ‘ My lord, Tr. ne 
< doute point que la Cour de France n’y trouve 
‘ deremede.’ Now whatever lord that might 
mean, they had already printed it my lord trea- 
gurer ; * and in so doing hadgiven that sen- 
tence the wrongest construction imaginable, as 
roving that my lord treasurer would give up 
vournsy to France; whereas the whole hint 
was meant to renew to the ministers at that 
court, that Tournay was to be given to the 


_ allies: and it was to keep the court of France 


from endeavouring to hope the contrary. As 


- what was ia this broullion was sometimes 


- an abridgment, and sometimes.a verbal transla- 
tion of my lord Bolingbroke’s letter, which Mr. 
Stanhope still held-close, and as I read the 
French into English, I. asked him if the same 
sense was in the letter. He did not deny it. 
Coningsby grew extremely angry, and on a. 
sudden broke out into some expressions which 
neither he should have uttered, vor will I re- 
peat ; and so I was ordered to withdraw again ; 
which was in the next room, where not only a 
messenger of the House of Commons, but a 
door-keeper.of the secretary’s office, waited all 
day, and were still ready to receive me. | 
Being called in again, I was interrogated 
without method or conhection, as any member 
of the committee pleased, and indeed with con- 
fasion and disorder enough among themselves ; 
gor they sometimes stopped each other’s ques. 


* Vide the preceding Report, p, Ixvi.. 
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tion, and proposed mew ones of theirown. At . 
last, it-came to this. Chairman, Mr. Prior, we | 

cannot doubt-but that you are apprised of the. 
whole affair -of Tournay. Did ‘my lord ever 
write about Tournay ? Prior. I cannot readily 
answer, as not understanding the force of the 
question; I believe my lord treasurer may 
have writ to me concerning Tournay at tie 
beginning. of the negociation: I am surg be 
has spoke to me about Tournay.; Imay be mis- 


' taken as tothe time; -bur I think in 1711 the 


French insisted .upon their having Tournay ; 
But [ very well remember, that the queen’s in- 
structions to her anbassadors for the general 
peace, were positive that the Dutch should have 
it; I understood the negotiation to cuntinue 
always upon that foot. I added, that as the 
affair of the Barrier was transacted at Utrecht, 
I had nothing in my instructions relating td 
that whole matter, otherwise than as it might 
relate in general to the peace. What I haye of 
the whole negotiation is before you. Here 
Walpole and Stanhope grew mightily perplexed; 
one In a sullen, and the other in an unbounded 
passion. Coningsby raved out-right. I may 
justly protest that I could not conceive the 
cause of this disorder ; for I did pot know that _ 
they had already founded their high treason 
upon the erticles of Tournay, against my lord | 
treasurer; nor can I since comprehend why 
they did. To shew the justice, as well as the 
good judgment of these men, it must certainly 
appear not only extravagant, but ridiculqus ta 
all that think righter than the committee, that 
is, to all men living, that an article of High 
Treason should be founded against an English 
minister upon Tournay, which was not given 
up tothe French, and no mentiun ever made of ,, 
Lisle, which actually was given up.- This by 
the way. It may be further observed, that, at 
that time not one third part of the committee 
themselves did know upon what point the 
accusations either against the earl of Oxford, - 
or any man else, were to be grounded ; several 
of them having since told me themselves, that. 
they never either dxew up or read the report; 
but that those things came to them, as they 
merrily expressed it, ready cut and dried. 

But to return to my journal ; this various and 
incoherent manner of examination having now | 
lasted above nine hours, two of my masters 
(by the way) sir Richard Ouslow, and general 
Erle, had left the committee almost at the be- 
ginning of the day ; for.to give them their due, 


\ 


| they asked me very few questions while there, 


and by going away seemed ashamed of the pro- 
ceeding; And now Walpole himself grew 
weary of it, and was. going, but hindered, and 
as it were kept in the chair by Mr. Stanhope, 
who said openly, they could not go on without 
the chairman. Iwas ordered to withdraw, and 
during about half an hour’s recess into the next 
room, or rather passage, as the door was by 
chance opened, I heard them extremely warm 
and load with one another., Whilst 4 was in 
this little room, in which the messenger, under 
whose custody I was, and a door-keeper of the 
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secretary's office, as I have already said, were 
waiting, Coningshy came out by a back-way, 
as Boscawen did by the fore door. In this 
room was a truok, and in it several papers and 
memorials, to which the committee bad re- 
‘course during theexamination. The trunk was 
open, and I could not but perceive by the in- 
dorsements that many of the papers were my 
' own, Coningsby whispered the officers to take 
care that I should not come nigh the trunk, and 
really looked on me more like a fury than a 
man ; though certainly I had allthe right ima- 
ea to see every paper that related to me 
N my examination, which was pretended to 
be made on no ‘other foot, than that the king 
should be informed of what I had done for his 
service in the negotiation of the peace; and if 
the committee themselves had had really a 
mind to be apprised of the truth as to fact, 
the hindering a man whom they intended should 
become an evidence from seeing his own papers, 
was but an ill method towards his giving them 
aclearer intelligence. 

I was now called in for the last time, and I 
found that they had collected several heads of 
what they thought proper I should set my hand 
to. Iread them, and made some objections 
thereunto, but to no purpose. I said, that to 
many questions I had not, nor could, answer in 
the ‘positive manner that was there set down: 
‘That as to divers facts, I could not take things 
Apon my meaory ; That as to others, I had in- 
deed sard I beHeved, I thought, | heard, or un- 
derstood, they were so: That the omission of 
these words made me say positively, and as an 
evidence, what I should not be able to maintain ; 

' having only answered them as my memory 
sérved me, and as much as I knew of the 
heads upon which I had been interrogeted : 
knowing that they themselves had blamed my 
answers, for being very imperfect; andI had 
more than once told them, I was sorry I could 
not answer them more fully. I objected against 
these words ; He confesses, that since his cor- 
finement, he has conversed with the earl of Ox- 
ford, and his nearest relations. I did not, I 
gaid, confess. Confession supposes a crime: 
I was told, I was accused of none: I said I 
had seen the earl of Oxford at Mr. Thomas 
Harley’s; and as I was going to tell the thin 

again, Jesus! ‘said Coningshy, haw perjured is 
this man? Prior. My lord, have a care of 
. Coningsby, No, Sir, it is you that must 
have a care. Seeing now the face of the cour- 
mittce against me; knowing and presuming that 
if ever the duke of Shrewsbury, the earl of 
Oxford, or lord Bolingbroke himself, should be 
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brought to trial, I must be sure before the 
lords have an opportunity of explaining what 
Thad said, and declaring what usage I had 
found from thecommittee, I signed the paper. 
I cannot here omit a ridiculous instance of my 
Middlesex justice’s skill in the law: He was 
Just going to set his name on the left hard of 
the paper, where I was to have set mine: andif 
he had not been timely cautioned by the chair 
man, it would have been the deposition of 
‘Hugh Boscawen, jurat coram me, Matthew 
Prior,’ ° 

When I had thus signed the paper, the chairs 
man told me, that the committee were not at 
all satisfied with my hebaviour, nor could give 
such an account of it to the House that might 
merit their favour in my behalf: That at pre- 
sent they thought fit to lay me undera stricter 
confinement than that of my own house. Here 


Boscawen played the moralist, and Coningsby 


the Christian ; but both very aukwardly. Bos 
cawen said, that he had often heard Mr. Step- 
ney, (who was a wise man, and our old friend) 
repeat this proverb, Near is my shirt but nearer. 
my skin ; ahd told me, if I had remembered 
that saying, and acted according to it, rt would 
have been better for me. And Coningsby 
said, he had known me a Jong time, and was 
heartily eg for my condition; but all this 
roceeded from my own fault. Now this 
sind commiseration did not last aboveia mix 
nute ; for the messenger, to whose house they 
intended to confine me, being called, Co- 
ningsby asked him, if bis house was secured 
by bolts and bars. The messenger, who is by 
birth a gentleman, and a very good-natured 
man, was’ astonished at the question; and an- 
swered, that*he never had any in his custod 
but parliament prisoners, (as be ‘expressed it, 
and there were neither bolts nér bars in ‘his 
house. At which Coningsby very angrily said, 
Sir, you must secure this prisoner ; it ‘is for the 
safety of the nation, if he escapes, you shalt 
answer for it. And now I met with another 
hardship, which indeed I could net have et- 
pected, as I had all day taken notes of the 
heads of their examination, and my answers, 
and particularly that Mr. Stanhope had, by his 
majesty’s order, informed the committee, that 
from whatever J should say in this examination 
aothing should or ought to redoand to my pre- 
judice: Nor indeed could it be imagined I 
should answer upon any other foot ; for with 
out the king’s consent, I doubt, if I ought at 
all to have answered to the committee. 


MY. P. 
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List oy Pusiic Acts, PASSED FROM THE ACCESsion oF GeorGE 
vue First 1n Avucusr 1714, To THE Dissoxurion or THE 
Fiera ParciaMent oF Great Britain in Marcu 1722. 


A 


Anno 1 Georgis 1, Stat. 1. 


1. Aw Act for the better Support of his Ma- 


jesty’s Houshold, and of the honour and dig- 
nity of the Crown of Great Britain. 

9, — for rectifying Mistakes in the Names 
of the Commissioners for the Land-tax for the 

ear 1714, and for raising so much as is want- 
ing to make up the’sum of 1,400,000/. intended 
to be raised by a Lottery for thé public service 
in the said year. 
_'8. — to enable Persons ow residing in 
Great Britain, to take the Oaths, and do all 
other acts in Great Britain, requisite to qualify 
themselves to continue their respective Places, 
Offices and Employments in Ireland. 
Anno 1 Georgis 1, Stat. 2. 

1. Ao Act for granting an Aid to bis ma- 
jesty, to be raised by a Land-tax in-Great Bni- 
tain, for the service of the year 1715. | 
_ &, — for charging and continuing the duties 
on Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, for the service 
of the year 1715, and for making forth dupli- 

' eates of Exchequer-bills andLottery-tickets, lost, 
burnt or destroyed ; and for enlarging the time 
for adjusting Claims in several Lotteries, and for 
making forth new Orders in lieu of certain 
Lottery-Orders obliterated or defective; and for 
continuing certain Duties on Hops, until the 
first day of August 1715. 

3. —- for the better regulating the Forces to 
be continaed in his Majesty’s Service, and for 
the Payment of the said Forces, and of their 
Quarters. | 

4. — to explain the Act made in the twelfth 
year of the Reign of King William the Third, 
tutituled, ¢ An Act for the further Limitation 
“ of the Crown, and better securing the Rights 
¢ and Liberties of the Subject.’ | 

5. — for preventing Tumults and riotous As- 
semblies, and for the more speedy and effec- 
tual punishing Rioters. | 

6. — for making perpetual an Act of the 7th 

- and 8th years of the Reign of his late Majesty 

King William the Third, intituled, ‘ An Act 

“ that the solemn Affirmation and Declaration 

“of the People called Quakers, shall be ac- 

* cepted instead of an Oath in the usual Form ;’ 

and for explaining and enforcing the said Act 


m relation totheP ‘yment of Tithes and Church 


‘ o4 


Rates ; and for appointing the Form of ith 
Affirmation to be taken by the said People 
called Quakers, instead of the Oath of Ab- 
juration. . : : 

7. — for continuing the Imprisonment of 
Robert Blackburn, and others, for the horrid 
Conspiracy to assassinate the Person of bis 
late sacred Majesty King William the Third. 

8, — te impower his Majesty to secure and 
detain such Persons as his’ Majesty shall site - 
pect are cnspiring against his Person abd Go- 
vernment. oo 

9, — for the better preventing Mutiny and 
Desertion, by enforcing and making more ef- 
fectual an Act of this present Parliament, inti: 
tuled ‘ An Act for the better regulating the 
‘ Forces to be contmued in his Majesty's Ser- 
* vice, and for the Payment of the said Forces 
‘ and their Quarters.’ 

10. —for making more effectual fer late 
Majesty’s gracious fotentions for aagnienting 
the Maintenance of the poor Clergy. _ | 
. 11. — to restrain ali Waggoners, Carriers, 
and others, from drawing any Carriage with 
more than five Horses in Length. 

12. for enlarging the Fund ‘of the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, 
relating to Exchequer-Bills; and for settling 
an additional Revenue of 120,000/. per ann. 
upon his Majesty durmg his Life, for the Ser 
vice of the Civil Government ; and for‘establish- 
Ing a certain Fund of 54,600/. per ana. in. 
order to raise a Sum not exceeding 9¥0,000/. 
for the Service of the Pablic, by Sale of Annui- 
ties, after the Rate of 61. per cent. per anh. 
redeemable by Parliatoent ; and for’ satisfying 
an Arrear for Work and Matertals at Blen- 
heim, incurred whilst that Building was carried 
on at the Expence of heriate Majesty Qoeen 
Anne, of. blessed Memory ; and for other Par- 
poses therein mentioned. _ 

13. — for the further Secority of his Ma-. 
Jesty’s Person and Government, and the Suc- 
cession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late 
Princess Sophia, being Protestants; and for 
extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended 
Prince of Wales, and his open and secret 
Abettors. | a 

14. — for making the Militia in that part 
of Great Britain called England, more useful ; 
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and for obliging an annual Account to be made 
of Trophy-Money. : 

15. — to make an Act of the tenth year of 
her late Majesty, intituled ‘ An Act for regu- 
‘lating, improving and encouraging of the 
‘Woollen Manufacture of mixed or medley 
‘ Broad Cloth, and for the better Payment of 
‘the Poor employed therein,’ more effectual 
for the benefit of Trade in general ; and also to 
render more effectual an Act of the seventh year 
of her said Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ‘ An 
¢ Act for the better ascertaining the Lengths 
“and Breadths of Woollen Cloth made in the 
. ©County of York.’ 


o . 


16. — for the Attainder of Henry Viscount | 
Bolingbroke of High Treason, unless he shall 
render himself to Justice by a Day certain 
therein mentioned. 

17. — for the Attainder of James Duke of 
~ Ormond of High Treason, unless he shall render 
himself to Justice by.a day certain therein 
mentioned. | | 

18. — for the better preventing fresh Fish, 
taken by Foreigners, being imported into this 
Kingdom ; and for the Preservation of the 
Fry of Fisb ; and for the giving leave to import 
Tabuteis and Turbots in foreign Bottoms ; and 
for the better Preservation of Salmon within 
several Rivers in that Part of this Kingdom 
called England. y ; 

19. — for raising 910,000/. for Public {Ser- 
vices, by Sale of Annuities, after the rate of 
5f. per cent. per ann. redeemable by Parlia- 
ment; and to authorize a Treaty concerniog 
private Rights claimed by the Proprietors of 
the Sugar-houses in Scotland. 

20. — for encouraging all Superiors, Vasgals, 
Landlords and Tenants in Scotland, who do 
and shall continue in their Duty and Loyalty 
to his Majesty King George ; and for discou- 
raging all Superiors, Vassals, Landlords and 
Tenants there, who have .béen or shall be 
guilty of rebellious Practices against his said 
Majesty; and for making void all fraudulent 
Entails, Tailzies and Conveyances made there, 
for barring or excluding the Effect of Forfei- 
tures that may have been, or shall be incurred 
there on any such account; as also for calling 
any suspected Person or Persons, whose Estates 
or principal Residence are in Scotland, to ap- 
pear at Edinburgh, or where it shall be judged 
expedient to find Bail for their good Behaviour ; 
and for the better disarming disaffected Per- 
gons In Scotland. : 

, 21. — for enlarging the Capital Stock and 
_yearly Fund of the South-Sea Company, and 
i supplying: thereby 822,032/, 4s. 8d. to | and for the better Payment of the Army and © 
a ses; and for raising 169,000/. fur the | their Quarters. | 

ike Uses, by Sale of Annuities upon divers en- [ 

couragements therein mentioned ; and for ap- 
propriating several Supplies granted to his 

ajesty. é 

22. — for enabling his Majesty to settle a | until the 10th day of March 1716. - - 
Revenue for supporting the Dignity of her}; 36. — for charging and continuing the 
Royal Highness the Princess, in case she shall || Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, and Perry, for 
survive. his Royal Highness the Prince of | the Service of the year, 1716; and for come 
Wales, | jj pelling several Receivers to finish and cleat, 


. } 


28. — for making Provision for the Minis- 
ters of the fifty new Churches, which are to be 
built in and about the Cities of London and 
Westminster, and Suburbs thereof ; and for re- 
building and finishing the Parish Church of St. 
Mary Woolnoth in the said City of London. 

24. — far appointing Commissioners tv take, 
examine and state the Debts due to the Army, 

25. — to prevent Disturbances by Seamen, 
and others ; and to preserve the Stores be- 
longing to his Majesty’s Navy Royal ; and also 
for explaining an Act for the better preventing 
the Imbezilment of his Majesty's Stores of 
War; and preventing Cheats, Frauds and 
Abuses in paying Seamen’s Wages; and for 
reviving and continuing an Act for the more 

effectual Suppression of Piracy. 

' 26. — for continuing several Laws therein 
mentioned, relating to Coals, Hemp and Flax, 

Irish and Scotch Linen, and the Assize of © 
Bread; and for giving Power to adjourn the 
Quarter-Sessions for the County of Anglesea, 
for the Purposes therein mentioned. _ 

27. — for taking and stating the Debts due 
‘and growing due to Scotland by way of Equi- 
valent in the Terms of the Union ; and for 
Relief of the Creditors of the Public in Scot- 
land, and the Commissioners of the Equivalent. 

28, — for repealing an Act, intituled, ‘ An 
‘ Act for repealing Part of an Act passed in the 
‘ Parliament of Scotland,’ intituled, Act for dis | 
charging the Yule-Vacance. eee ed 

29. — for allowing a Time for 213 Families 
of Protestant Palatines, now settled in Ireland, 
to take the Oaths inwrder to intitle them to 
all the Benefits intended them by the Act of - 
the 7th year of her late Majesty’s Reign, for 
naturalizing foreign Protestants. _ 

30. — for continuing an Act of this present 
ession of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An Act to 
‘impower his Majesty to secure and detain 
‘ such persons as his Majesty shall suspect are 
‘ conspiring against his Person and Govera- 
‘ ment.’ ‘ 

31. — for granting an Ajd to his Majesty 
by a Land-Tax in Great Britain, fur the Ser- 
vice of the year 1716... 

32. — to attaint John earl of Marr, Wil- 
liam Murray, Esq. commonly called Marquis 
of Tullibardine, James Earl of Linlithgow, and 
James Drummond, Esq. commonly called lord 
Drummond, of High Treason. 

$3. — for the more easy and speedy Trial 
of such Persons as have levied or shall levy 
War against his Majesty. _ to. 4 

$4. — for preventing Mutiny and Desertion, 


35. — to appoint a Commissioner for tak- 
ing, examining and stating the Debts due to 
the Army, in the room of Thomas Smitb, Esq. 
deceased ; and for continuiag the former. Act 
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their Accompts ; and for making Duplicates of 
Exchequer-Bills, Lottery Tickets, and Orders, 


the time for adjusting Claims to certain Benefit 
Tickets; and for allowing the Charge of exe- 
. cuting the Lottery Act for the Service of the 
year 1710; and for recovering Monies of 
several Land Taxes, resting in the Hands of 
Collectors or Constables at St. Albans; and 
for preventing Frauds in the Duties upon Soap ; 
and for limiting a time for Persons who have 
Certain Annuities for Life or Lives to demand 
the Payment thereupon at the Rxchequer; and 
_ for preventing. Frauds in the Duties relating to 
printed and painted Paper, Callicoes, and other 
things therein mentioned, __ 

. 87. to enable his Majesty to grant the 
Regalities and Lands now remaining in the 
Crown, in North Wales and South Wales, and 
county of Chester, to his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, in such Manner and Form as 
the Principality of Wales and’ Earldom of 
Chester have formerly been granted to the 


Princes of Wales; and also to enable his said |. 


Royal Highness to make Leases of Lands, 
Parcel of his Royal Highness’s Dutchy of 
Cornwall, or angexed to the same. 

38. — for enlarging the Time of Continuance 
of Parliaments, appointed by an Act made in 
the 6th year of the Reign of King William and 
Queen Mary, inticuled, An Act for the frequent 
meeting atm calling of Parliaments. 

. 89. — to indemnify such Persons who have 
acted in Defence of his Majesty’s Person and 
Government, and for the Preservation of the 
ublic Peace of this Kingdom, in and about 
the time of the late unnatural Rebellion, from 
vexaticus Suits and Prosecutions, 3 

40. +— for the free Importation of Cochi-. 
neal, during the time therein limited. : 
41, — for giving Liberty to Persons, who 
have served their Apprenticeships to any part 
of: the Woollen Manufacture in Colchester, to 
work at their said Trades, and at the making 
Bays within the said Town. 

42, — for the Attainder of George Earl of 
Marischall, William Earl ‘of Seaforth, James 
Earl of Southesque, James Earl of Panmuir, 
and others, of High Treason, unless théy shall 
render themselves to Justice by a day certain, 
therein mentioned. a 

43. — to continue Duties for encouraging 
the Coinage of Money, and to charge the 

aties an Seana as a medicinal Drug; and for. 
the appropriating several Supplies granted to 
his rigaee fe : 

44. — for the continuing the Duty of two 

ennies Scots, or one sixth of a Penny sterling, 
on every Pint of Ale and Beer that shall he 
vended or suld within tbe City of Glasgow and 
Privileges thereof, fer the Benefit of the said 
i 

45. — for holding the Assize for the County 

said County, 


46. — to prevent the Mischiefs by manu- 
facturing Leaves or ‘other things to resemble 
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_Mischiefs occasioned: b 
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‘Tobacco, and the Abuses in making and mixing 
(of Snuff, ' 
lost, burnt, or destroyed; and for enlarging |. 


47. — for the more effectual and exemplary 
Panishment of such Persons as shall seduce 


Soldiers to desert, or who, being Papists, shall 


inlist themselves in his Majesty’s Service in. 


Great Britain or Ireland, or in the Islands of 
Jersey or Guernsey. a 


48. — to encourage the Planting of Timber 
Trees, Fruit-Trees and other Trees, for Orna- 


‘ment, Shelter or Profit, and for the better 


Preservation of the same; and for 
venting the Burning of Woods. 

49. — to revive and coritinue an Act of the 
eighth and ninth years of the Reign of his late 

ajesty King William, for Repair of the Piers 
of Bridlington alias Burlington, in the East- 
Riding of the County of York. 

50. — for appointing Commissioners to en- 


the pre-. 


quire of the Estates of certain Traitors, and of 


Popish Recusants, and of Estates given to 
superstitious Uses, in order to raise Money out’ 
of them severally for the Use of the Public. 
/5%. — for repealing so mach of the Act of 
the 12th and 1$th years of the Reign of King 
William the Third, intituled, ‘ An Act for the 


© fartber Limitation of the Crown, and better 


‘ securing the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
‘ jects,’as enacts, That no Person, who should 
come to the Pussession of the Crown, shall go 


:out of the Dominions of England; Scotland or 


Ireland, without Consent of Parliament. 
52. —— for making the Laws for repairing the 
Highways more effectual. 3 | 
53. — forthe Attainder of Thomas Forster 


junior, Esq. and William Mackintosh, Esq. 


(commonly called Brigadier Mackiatgsh) of 
High Treason. : | 
54. — for the more effectual’ securing’ the 


Peace of the Highlands in Scotland. 


55. — to oblige Papists to registet their . 
Names and real Estates. 
56. — to disable any Petson from being 


chose a Membef of, or from sitting and voting. 


in' the House of Commons, who has any | 
Pension for any Number of Years from the 
Crown. . 
57. — for better regulating Hackney-Coaches, 
Carts, Drays, Carrs and Waggons, within the -. 


Cities of London and Westminster, and’ the*’ 


Weekly Biils of Mortality ; and for preventing 

the’ Drivers riding 

upon such Carts, Drays, Carrs and Waggons, 
Anno 8, Georgii 1. 


1. An Act to enable his Majesty effectually: 
to prohibit or restrain Commerce with Sweden. 

2. «for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their. Quarters, . 

$3. — for granting an Aid to his Majesty by 


a Land Tax in Great Britain, for the Service of 
dic ‘the Year 1717. : 
of Corowall, ata cunvement Place within the | 


4. — for continuing the Duties on Malt, 
Mun, Cyder and Perry, for the Service of the 
Year 1717, and to authorize Allowances to be 


‘made to certain Receivers; and te obviate 2 


we 
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Doubt concerning Goods imported from the. 
Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark and Alder- 
ney; and tg ascertain the Duties upon Sheep- 
skins and Lamb-skins; and to prevent Frauds 
in the Duties upon Starch; and for making 
forth Duplicates of Exchequer-Bills, Lottery 
Tickets aud Orders, lost, burnt or destroyed ; 
and for enlarging the Time for adjusting Claims 


in several Lotteries; and for preventing Frauds 


in the Duties on Low Wines and Spirits carried 
Coastwise. ; 


5. — forcontinuing the Duty of two Pennies 


Scots, or one sixth part of a Penny Sterling, on 
_ every Pint of Ale and Beer that shall be vended 


or sold within the City of Edinburgh, and Pri- 
vileges thereof, for the Benefit of the said City, 
and for discontinuing the Payment of the Dues 
commonly called the Petty-Port Customs at 
Edinburgh, during the Continuance of this Act. 

6. — for laying a Duty of two Pennies Scots, 
or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, upon 
every Pint of Ale and Beer that shall be vended 


_or sold within the Town of Dumfreis,' and Pri- 


vileges thereaf, for paying the Debts of the 
said Tawn, and for building a Church, aad 
making a Harbour shere. : 

7. —~ for redeemin 
nues, which were sailed to pay off Principal 
and Interest on the Orders made forth on Four 
Lottery Acts, passed in the 9th and 10th years 
of her late Majesty’s Reign ; and for redeeming 
certain Anouities, payable en Orders out of the 
Hereditary Excise, according to a former Act 
in that Behalf, and for sicalliahing a general 
Yearly Fund, not only fer the future Payment 
of Annuities, at several Rates, to be payable 
and transferrable at the Bank of England, and 
redeemable by Parliament, but also to raise 
Monies for such Proprietors of the said Orders 
as shall chuse to. be paid their Principal and 
Arrears af Interest in ready Money ;. and for 
making good such other Deficiencies and Pay- 


‘gents as in this Act are mentiyned; and for 


teking off the Duties on Linseed imported, and 
British Linen exported. 

8. ~~ for redeeming several Funds of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land, pursuant to former Provisos of Redemp- 
tion; and for securing to them several new 
Fundsapd Allowances, redeemable by Parlia- 
ment; and for obliging them to advance fur- 
ther Sums not exceeding 2,500,000/. at 5/. 
per cent. as shall be found necessary to be 
employed in lessening the National Debts and 
Inocumbrances ; and fer continuing certain 
Provisions formerly made for the Expences of 
his Majesty’s Civil Government ; and for Pay- 


‘ment of Annuities formerly purchased at the 


Rate of $i. per cent. and for other Purposes 
in this Act mentioned, 

9. «+ for redeeming the Yearly Fund of the 
Sauth Sea Company (being after the Rate of 
6/. per cent. per ann.); and settling on the 
said Company a Yearly Fund, after the Rate 
of 5. per cent. per ann. redeemable by parlia- 
ment ; and to raise, for an Annyity or Anoui- 
ties at.54 per gent. per.ann. apy. Sum NOt ex- 


the Duties and Reve- { 


t 


cr > 
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[cost 


ceeding two millions, to,be employed in lessen- 
ing the National Debts and Incumbrances; 
and for making the said new Yearly Fudd and 
Annuities to be hereafter redeemable, in the 
Time and Manner thereby prescribed. : 

10. — for the better collecting and levying 
the Revenue of the Teiths of the Clergy. 

11. — to explain and amend several Laws 
therein mentioned, for the better Presetvation 
of the Game. 7 

12. — to empower Commissioners in Com- 


~ 


missions of Bankrupts, issued since the 24th . 


day of June 1706, and on or before the 26th 
day of June 1716, to make Certificates for 
Bankrupts: and the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Keeper, or Commissioners of the Great Seal, 
or two Judges, to confirm the same, notwith- 
standing the Acts of tae fourgh and fifth, and 
the fifth of Queen Anne are expired ; and for 
continuing a Clause in a former Act, for ad« 
justing Accompts between Bankrupts and theig 
Debtors, 

13. —~ for the better regulating of Pilots, for 
the conducting of Ships and Vessels from Dover 
Deal, and the Isle of Thanet, up the Rivers o 
Thames and Medway. | - 

14, — tocontinye an Act of the first year 
of bis Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for 
‘ taking aad stating the Debts due and growing 
* due to Scotland, hy Way of Equivalent, in the 
‘Terms of the Union ; and for Relief of the 
* Creditcrs of the Public, and the Commissianers 
¢ of the Equivalent.’ 

15. — for the better regulating the Office of 
Sheriffs ; and for ascertaining their Fees, and 
the Fees for suing out their Patents, and passing 
their Accompts. 

16. — for the better enabling Sheriffs to sue 
out their Patents, and pass their Accompts, 

17. —to enable his Majesty to appoint 
Commissioners, to take, examine, state, and de+ 
termine, the Debts due to the Army. 

18. — for explaining an Act, passed the 
last Session of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An Act 
‘ to oblige Papists to register their Names and 
© Real Estates,’ and for enlarging the Time for 
such registering ; and for securing Purchases 
made by Protestants. 

19. — for the King’s most gracious, ge- 
neral, and free Pardon. 

20. — to enlarge the Time for making Claima 
before the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
of the forfeited Estates. 

21. — for continuing the Liberty of export« 
ing Irish Linen Cloth to the British Planta- 
tions in America, Duty free; and for the 
more effectual Discovery of, and prosecuting, 
such as shall unlawfully export Wool and 
Woollen Manufactures from. [reland ;. and for 
Relief of John Fletcher, in respect of the Daty. 
+ bel paid fora Quantity of Salt lost in the 

portation for Ireland. 


| Anno 4 Georgii 1. | 
1. An Act for granting an Aid to his Ma- 
jesty, by a Land-Tax to be raised in Great 
Britain for the Service ofthe ygar 1718. 
1 
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9. — to enable his Majesty to be Governor 
of the South-Sea Company. : 

3. — for continuing the Duties on Malt, 
Mum, Cyder and Perry, for the Service of the 
year 1718; and for making torth Duplicates 
of Exchequer-Bills, and Lottery-Tickets and 
Orders, lost, burnt or destroyed; and tur ap- 
propriating the Supplies granted in this Session 
of Parliament. : | 
-  , — for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 

and for the better Payment of the Army, and 
their Quarters. | 

5. — for finishing the Tower of the Parish 
Church of St. Michael, Cornhill, London, out 
of the Duties arising pursuxut to the Act of 
the ninth year of the late Queen for building 50 
new Churches.in and about the Cities of Lon- 
*$i. and Westminster, and the Suburbs thereof. 
6. — for Relief of the wholesale Traders 
and Dealers in English Bonelace, by obviating, 
several Doubts in the several Acts for licens- 
ing Hawkers and Pedlars. 

7. — for making more effectual an Act made 
in the 8th year of the Reign of the late Queen 
Anne, intitled, ‘An Act for employing the 
‘ Manufacturers by encouraging the Consump- 
* tion of Raw Silk, and Mohair Yarn.’ 

8. — for vesting the forfeited Estates in 
- Great Britain and Ireland, in Trustees, to be 
sold for the Use of the Public ; and for giving 
Reliefto lawful Creditors, by determining the 
Claims; and for the more effectual bringing 
into the respective Exchequers the Rents and 
Profits of the said Estates, till sold. 

9, — to appoint Commissioners to take, 
examine, state and determine the Debts due to 
the Army, and to examine and state the De- 
mands of several foreign Princes and States 
for Subsidies during the late War. 


10. — for making the Dividend of subscribed | 


Lottery-Annuities, and other Annuities esta- 
blished by several Acts of Parliament, payable 
Half-yearly at the Bank of England. 
11. — for the further preventing Robbery, 
Burglary and other Felonies, and for the more 
effectual Transportation of Felons, and un- 
lawful Exporters of Wool ; and for declaring 
the Law upon some Points relating to Pirates. 
12. — for enforcing and making perpetual 
an Act of the 12th year of her late Majesty, 
- intitled, § An Act for the preserving of all such 


« Ships and Goods thereof, whicb shall happen. 


“ to be forced on Shore, or stranded upon the 
* Coasts of this Kingdom, or any other of her 
* Majesty’s Dominions ;’ and for inflicting the 
Punishment of Death on such as shall wilfully 
burn or destroy Ships. a 
13.— for enlarging the Term of Years granted 
by the Acts of the 11th and 12th Years of King 
Wilham the Third, and 2nd and Srd Years of 
Queen Anne, for the Repairof Dover Harbour, 
14. — to impower the Commissioners a 
pointed to put in Execution the Act of the 
9th and 10th Years of her late Majesty’s Reign, 
. for building 50 new Churches in and about the 
Cities of London and Westminster, and Sub- 
urbs thereof, to direct the Parish Church of 
Vo... VU. | 
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St. Giles in the Fields, in the County of Mid- 


dlesex, ta be rebuilt, instead of one of the said 
fifty new Churches. 


Anno 5 Georgii 1. 


1. An Act forgranting to bis Majesty an Aid 
by a Land-Tax to be raised in Great Britaia, - 
tor the Service of the Year 1719. 

2, — for contnuing the Duties on Malt, 
‘Mum, Cyder and Perry, for the Service of the 
Year 1719; and for enlarging the_ Time for 
entering at the Exchequer such Assignments of 
reversionary Annuities as ‘are therein men- 
tioned ; and for better securing the Duties on 
Hides and Skins, Vellum and Parchment. 


3. — for applying certain Overplus Monies, 


aud further Sunrs, to be raised, as well by way 
ofa Lottery, as by Loans, towards paying off , 
and cancelling Exchequer- Bills, and for lessen- 
ing the present great Charge in relation to 
those Bills; and for circulating and exchang- 
ing for ready Money the Résidue of the same 
Bills for the future. 
_4, — for strengthening the Protestant In- 
terest in these Kingdoms. ' 
5. — for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army, 2od 
their Quarters. . 
6. — for quieting and establishing 
rations. - 


7. — for continuing an Act made in the 12th - 


Year of the Reign of her lute Majesty Queen 
Anne, intituled, * An Act for etteouraging the 
‘ Tobacco Trade.’ ; | 

8. — for the more effectual Relief of such. 
Wives and Children, as are left by their Hus- 
bands, and Parents, upoa the Charge, of the 
Parish. . 7 

9. — for continuing certain Duties upon 
Coals and Culm, and for establishing certain 
Funds, to raise Money, as well to proceed in. 


the building of new Churches, as also to com- - 


plete the Supply granted to his Majesty, and 
to reserve the overplus Monies of the said 
Duties for the Disposition of Parliament ; and 
for the more effectual suppressing private Lot-. 
teries. . — 
10. — for enlarging the Time granted by two 
Acts of Parliament, for Repairs of the Piers 
of Bridlidgton, alias Burlington ;, and for 
making the said Acts more effectual. 

11. — against clandestine running of un- 
customed Goods; and for the more effectual 
preventing of Frauds relating to the Customs. 

12, — for making more ettectual the several 
Acts past for repairing and amending the. 
Highways of this Kingdom. 


13. — for the Amendment of Writs of — 


Error ; and for the further preventing the Ar- 
resting orReversing of Judgments after Verdict., 
-- 14. — to continue the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to examine, state and determine the 
Debts due to the Army, and to examine and 
state the Demands of several foreign Princes 
and States for Subsidies during the late War. | 

15. — for making more effectual an Act of 
— and 4th Years of the Regu of King 

(2) | 


\ 


o 


Corpo- 


Ny 
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~ William and Queen Mary, intitled, ‘ An Act 
‘ for the more effectual Discovery and Punish- 
‘meat of Deer-stealers.’ 

16. — for layinga iaty of two Pennies Scots, 
or one sixth Part ofa Penny Steriing, upon 
every Pint of Ale or Beer, that shall be 
vended or sold within the Town of Dunbar, 
for iinproving and preserving the Harbour, and 
repairing the Town-house, and building a 
“School, aad other pudlic Buildings there; and 
fur supplying the said Town with fresh Water. 

17. — for laying a Duty of two Pennies 
Scots, or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, 
‘upon every Pint of Ale or Beer, that shalt be 
vended or sold within the Town of Inverness, 
and Privileges thereof, for paying the Debts 


of the said Town, and for building a Church, 


and making a Harbour there. 
- 18. — for recovering the Credit of the 
British Fishery in foreign Parts; and better 
securing the Duties on Salt, ; 
' 19. — for redeeming the Fund appropriated 
for Payment of the Lottery-Tickets, which 
were made forth for the Service of the Year 
1710, by a voluntary Subscription of the Pro- 
prietors into the Capital Stock of the South- 
Sea Company; and for raising a Sum of 
Money to pay off such Debts and Iacum- 
brances as are therein mentioned ; and for ap- 
propriating the Supplies granted in this Session 
of Parliament ; and to limit Times for Prose- 
canes upon Bonds for exporting Cards and 
ae 


payable out of the Revenue of Scotland, to 
satisfy public Debts in Scotland, and other 
Uses mentioned in the Treaty of Union; and 


to discharge tbe Equivalents claimed on: 


Behalf of Scotland, in the Terms of the same 
‘Treaty ; and for obviating all fatare Disputes, 
Charges and Expences concerning those Equt- 
valents. . | 

21. — for the better secaring the lawful 
Frade of his Majesty’s. Subjects to and from 
the East-Indies; and fer the more ‘effectual 
“preventing all bis Mujesty’s Subjects trading 
thither ander foreign Commissions. 

‘22, — for enlarging the Time to determine 
Claims on the forfeited Estates. 

- 28, — for appointing a Commissioner and 
Trustee to put in Execution the Powers and 
Authorities of the several Acts of Parliament 
relating to the forfeited Estates, and Estates 
given to superstitious Uses, in the Room of 
George Treby, Esq. who has desired to be 
discharged from the saiu Trusts. | 
/ 24. — for the better preventing Frauds 
committed by Bankrupts. | 

' 25, — for continuing the Act made in the 
@ighth Year of the Reign of the late Queen 
Anne, to regulate the Price and Assize of 
Bread ; and for continuing the Act made in the 
12th Year of her said late Majesty’s Reign, for 
the better Encouragement of the making Sail- 
Cloth in Great Britain. 

26. — for preventing the Mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping too great Quantities of 
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20. — for settling certain yearly Funds, 
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Gunpowder im or neat the. Cities ef London 
and Westminster, or the Suburbs thereof. 

27. -—~ to prevent the Inconveniencies arisi 
from’ seducing Artifioers in the Manefectures of 
Great Britain into foreign Parts. 

28. — for the further, Punishment of such 
Persons as -shall unlawfully kill or destroy 
Deer in Parks, Paddocks or other inclosed 
Grounds. 

29. — for making more effectual the Laws 
appointing the Oaths for Security of the Go- 
veroment, to be taken by Ministers and 
Preachers in Churches and Meeting-houses in 
Seotland. | 

$0. — for amending and making more effec- 
tual the Laws. for repairing the Highways, 
Bridges, and Ferries in that Part of Great E™ - 
tain called Scotland. 

31. — for enlarging the Time granted by 
an Act of the 9th and 10th Years of King 


| Willian, for cleansing and making navigable 


the Channel from the Hythe at Colchester to 
Wivenhoe ; and for making the said Act more 
effectual. 

32. — for Relief of such Sufferers of the 
Islands of Nevis and St. Christopher's as have 
settled in either of those Islands, and made 
due Proof of such Settlement befere the 25th 
day of December 1712. 


Anno 6 Georgi: 1. 


1. An Act for granting to his Majesty an 
Aid by a Land-Tax to be raised in Great Bri- 
tain, tor the Service of the Year 1720. 

2. — for continuing the Duties on Malt, 
Man, Cyder and Perry, for the Service of the 
Year 1720, and for enabling the Lords Cem- 
missioners of his Majesty’s Trensary to call in 


such Exchequer-Bills as are to be eancelled and. 


discharged 
Purpose. | 

3. — for punishing” Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their Quarters. 

4. — for enabling the South-Sea Company 
to increase their present Capital Stock and 
Fund, by redeeming such public Debts and 
Incambrances as are thereim mentioned ; and 
for raising Money to be applied for lessening 
several of the public Debts and Incumbrances ; 
and for calling in the present Exchequer-Buls 
remaining uncancelled ; and for making forth 
new Biils in Lieu thereof, to be circulated and 
exchanged upon Demand at or near the Ex- 
chequer. 

5. — for the better securing the Depen- 
dency of the Kingdom of Treland apon the 
Crown of Great Britain. i 

6. — for Hea the Carriage of exces- 
sive Loads of Meal, Malt, Bricks and Coals 
within ten Miles of the Cities of London 
Westminster. : aa 

7. — for laying a Duty of two Pennies 
Scots, or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, 
upon every Pmt of Ale or Beer that shall be 
vended or sold within the Town of Montrose, 


with Money appointed for that 


and Privileges thereof, for supplying the said 


cexly] . 


Town with fresh Water, and for ether Pur- 
poses therein mentioned. - 

8, —- for laying a Duty. of two Pennies 
Scots, or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, upon 
every Scots Pint of Beer or Ale vended or sold 
within the Town of Brunt-island and. Liberties 
thereof, for increasing the public Revenue of 
the said Town, and for other Purposes therein 
mentioned. — 


9. — for laying a Duty of two Pennies 


Scots, or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, 
wpon every Scots Pint of Beer and Ale that 
shall’ be vended or sold within the Town of 
Pittenweem and Liberties thereof, for repair- 
ing the Harbour there, and for maintaining 
opber public Works of the said Town. 

10, —- for making forth new Exchequer: 
Bills, not exceeding one Million, at a certain 
Interest; and for lending the same to the 
South-Sea Company at an. higher [nterest, 
upon Security of repaying the same and such 
high Interest into the Exchequer, for Uses to 
which the Fund for lessening the public Debts 


(called the Sinking Fund) is applicable ; and 
for circulating. and exchanging upon Demand 


the said Bills at or near the Exchequer. 


11. — for laying a Duty upon wrought 


Plate ; and for applying Money arising for the 
clear Preduce (by Bale of the forfeited Estates) 
towards answering his Majesty’s Supply ; and 
for taking off the Drawbacks upon Hops ex- 
ported for Ireland ; and for Payment of An- 
Duities, to be purchased after the Rate of 41. 
per cent. per ann. at the Exchequer, redeem- 
able by Parliament; and for appropriating 
Supplies granted in this Session of Parliament ; 
- atid to prevent counterfeiting Receipts and 
Warrants of the Officers of the South-Sea Com- 
any ; and for explaining a late Act eoncern- 
ing foreign Salt, cellared and locked up befare 
the 24th day of June 1719 ; and to give a fur- 
ther Time for paying Duties on certain Ap- 
prentices Indentures; and for Relief of Tho- 
mas Vernon, Esq. inirelation to a Parcel of 
Senna imported in the Year 1716. 

12. — for preventing of Frauds and Abuses 
in the Allowances on damaged Wines, and for 
‘lengthening the Time ‘for the Drawbacks on 
_the Exportation of Wines. 

18. — for ascertaining the Breadths, and 

reventing Frauds and Abuses in manufactur- 
ing Serges, Pladings and Fingrums, and for re- 
gulating the Manufactures of Stockings, in that 
Part of Great Britain called Scotland. . 

14, — for prolibiting the Importation of 
raw Silk and Mohair Yarn of the Product 
or Manufacture of Asia, from any Ports or 
Ptaces in the Sereichts or Levant Seas, except 
such Ports and Places as are within the Domi- 
nions of the Grand Signior. : 

15. + to repeal so much of the Act, inti- 
tuled, ‘ An Act for preventing Frauds, and re- 
‘ gulating Abuses in his Majesty’s Customs,’ 
passed in the 13th and 14th Years of King 
Charles the Second, as relates to the prohibit- 
ing the Importation of Deal-Boards and Fir- 
Timber from Germany, a 
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16. — to explain and amend an Act passed 
in the first Year of his Majesty’s Reign inti- 
tuled, ‘ Aa Act to encourage the planting of . 
‘ Timber-Trees, Fruit-Trees, and other Trees, 
* for Ornament, Shelter or Profit, and: for the 
‘ better Preservation of the same, and for the 
‘ preventing the burning of Woods, and for 
‘ the better Preservation, of the Fences of such 
* Woods.’ 

17, — for appointing Commissioners to exa- 
mine, stateand determine the Debs due to the 
Army; and to examine and state Demands of 
several foreign Princes and States for Subsidies 
during the late War. 

18, — for better securing certain Powers'and 
Privileges intended to be granted by his Ma- 
jesty by two Charters, for Assurance of Ships 
and Merchandizes at Sea, and for lending 
Money upon ‘Bottomry; and for restraining 
several extravagant and unwarrantable Prao- 
tices therein mentioned. 

19. — for making perpetual so much ofan . 
Act made in the 10th Year of the Reign of 
Queen Anne, for the reviving and continuing 
several Acts therein mentioned, as relates to 
the building and repairing County Gaols ; and — 
also an Act of the 14th and'12th Years of the 
Reign of King William the Third, for the more 
effectual Suppresston of Piracy; and for 
making more effectual the Act of the 138th 
Year of the Reign of King Charles the Secand, 
intituled, ‘An Act for establishing Articles 
“and Orders for the regulating and better Go-_ 
‘ vernment of his Majesty’s Ships of War and 
‘ Forces by Sea.’ . | 

20. -- for continuing the Acts formerly 
made for prepairing the Highways in the 
County of Hertford therein mentioned, and for 
making the said Acts more effectual. " 

21. --- for preventing Frauds and Abuses in 
the Public Revenues of Excise, Customs, 
Stamp-Duties, Post-Ofice, and House-Money. 
22, — for Relief of Inselvent Debtors, and 
for the more easy Discharge of Bankrupts out. 
of Execution, after their Certificates allowed. - 

23. — for the further preventing. Robbery, 
Burglary, and other Felonies, and for the more 
effectual Transportation of Felons. © 

24. — for better explaining the Nature of 
Conveyances co be made to the Purchasers of 
the forfeited Estates by the Commissioners antl 
Trustees acting in Scotland; and for preventing 
Difficulties in determining Claims on the. said 
Estates ; and to enable the Judgesin Ireland 
to examine Witnesses relating to Claims on 
forfeited Estates there; and for enabling such 
Corporations as shall purchase any of the said 
Estates, to grant Annuities, not exceeding the 
yearly value of the said Estates; and for re- 
lieving the Widow and Daughters of the late 
sir Edward Macdonald. | Ds 

25. — for repairing the Roads from Ste- 
venidge in the Coanty of Hertford, to Biggles- 
wade in the County of Bedford. 5 , 

26. — for enlarging the Term granted by an 
Act inthe 4th Year of his Majesty’s Reign, 
intituled, ‘ Aa Act for repairing the Highway, 
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‘ leading from the Stones-End_ in Kent-street 
‘to. the Lime-Kilns in East-Greenwich near 
* Black-Heath, and to Lewisham Church, being 
‘the Tunbridge Road in the County of Kent;’ 
and for repairing and amending the Highwuys 
and Roads leading from Westminster Ferry in 
the Parish of Lambeth in the County of Surrey, 
to New-Cross in the Parish of Deptford in the 
County of Kent; and for enlarging the Term 
granted by an Act passed in the 4th Year of 
his Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for 
‘ amending the loads from the City of London 
‘ © to the Town of East-Grinstead in the County 
‘ of Sussex, and to Sutton and Kingston in the 
* County of Surrey;’ and for Explaining and 
Amending thesame Act. 

27. — for making the River Darwent in the 
County of Derby navigable. 

28. — for making the River Douglas alias 
Asland, navigable, from. the River Ribble to 
Wigan in the County Palatine of Lancaster. 

29. — for preserving and improving the Na- 
vigation of the River Ouse in the County of 
Huntington. | 

$0. — for making the River Idle navigable, 
-from East-Retford in the County of Notting- 
ham, to Bawtry-Wharf inthe County of York. 


Anno 7 Georgi 1. | 


1. An Act for restraining the Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, Director, Treasurer or Ca- 
shier, Deputy-Cashier, and Accountant of the 
South-Sea Company from going ont of this 
Kingdom for the Space of one Year, and until 
the end of the then next Session of Parlia- 
ment; and for discovering their Estates and 
Effects; and for preventing the transporting or 
alienating the same. 

2, —to disable the present Sub-Governor 
Deputy-Governor and Directors of the South- 
Sea Company, at, from, and after the respective 
Times for electing a Sub-Governor, Deputy 
Governor and new Directors of the said Com- 
pany, to take, hold or enjoy any Office, Place 
or Employment inthe said Company, or in the 
East-India Company, or Bank of England, 
and from voting upon Elections in the said 
Company. - 

3. — for repealing an Act made in the 9th 


_ °Year of the Reign of her late Majesty Queen 


_ Anne, intituled, ‘An Act to oblige Sbips 
* coming from Places infected, mere etiectually 
“to perform their Quarentine ;’ and for pre- 
venting the Plague being brought from foreign 
Parts into Great Britain or Ireland, or the Isles 
ef Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark or Man ; 
and to hinder the spreading of Infection. 
4, — for granting an Aid to his Majesty by 
a Land-Tax to be raised in Great Britain, for 
the Service of the Year 1721. 
_ §.—to enable the South-Sea Company to 
angraft Part of their Capital Stock and Fund, 
into the Stock and Fund of the Bank of Eng- 
dand, and another part thereof into the Stock 
and Fund of the East-India Company; and 
‘ter giving farther Time for Paymenta to be 
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made by the said South-Sea Company, to the 
Use of the Public. ~— - : 

6. — for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their Quarters. 


7. — to preserve and encourage the Woollen | 


and Silk Manufactures of this Kingdom ; and 
for more effectual employing the Poor, by pro- 
hibiting the Use and Wear of all printed, 
painted, stained or died Callicoes, in Apparei, 
Houshold stuff, Furniture or otherwise, after 


ed 


the 25th day of December 1722 (except as 


therein is excepted.) : 

8. — for enlarging the Time for making the 
River Kennet navigable from Reading to New- 
bury inthe County of Berks. 

9. — for the better Preservation of ¢), 
Harbour of Rye in the County of Sussex. 

10. for making the River Weaver navigabh 
from Frodsham-Bridge to Windsford-Bridge in. 
the County of Chester. 

11. — for finishing and adorning the new 
Chapel, called St. George’s Chapel, in Great 
Yarmouth in the County of Norfolk, and for 
enlightening the Streets of the said Town, by a 
Duty or Imposition of Coals, Culm and Cia- 
ders, to be landed and consumed there. 

12. — for employing the Manufactures, and 
encouraging the Consumption of Raw-Silk and 
Mohair Yarn, by prohibiting the Wearing of 
Buttons and Button-holes made of Cloth, 
Serge, or other Stuffs. 

13. —- for regulating the Journeymen Tay- 
lors within the Weekly Bills of Mortality. 

14. — for continuing the Duties granted by 
several Acts made in the 6th and 10th Years 
of her late Majesty’s Reign, for repairing the 
Harbour.and Key of Watchett, in the County 
of Somerset. - 

_ 15. — for making the Rivers Mercy and 
Irwell navigable from Liverpoole to Manches- 
ter, in the County Palate of Lancaster, 

16. for the better preserving and keeping in 
Repair the Piers of the Town and Port of 
Whitby in the County of York, and for ex- 
plaining and making more effectual the several 
Acts passed for lengthening and repairing the 
Piers of Bridlington, alias Burlington, in the 


said County. 


17. —- for makmg navigable the River Dane, 
from Northwich, where it joins the River 
Weaver, to the falling in of Weelock-Brook ; 
and Weelock-Brook up to Weelock-Bridge in 
the County of Chester. - 

18. — tor enlarging the Term granted by 
an Act passed in the 10th Year of the Reign 
of her late Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, 
‘An Act for repairing the Road from High- 
‘ vate Gate-house in the County of Middlesex, 
‘to Barnet Blockhouse in the County of Hert- 
‘ford ;’ and for repairing the Road leading 
from the Bear-Inun in Hadley, to the Sign of 
the. Angel in Enfield Chase in the said County 
of Middlesex. 

19. — for continuing an Act made in the 
6th Year. of the Reign of her late Majesty 


.Queen Anne, intituled, ‘ An Act for repairing 


we 
e 
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and enlarging the Highways between the Top 
* of Kingsdown-Hill and the City of Bath; and 
* also several Highways leading to and through 
‘the said City; and for cleansing, paving and 
‘lighting the Streets, and regulating the 
‘Chairmen there ;’ and for explaining and 
-making the said-Act more effectual. | 

20. — for continuing the Duties on Malt, 
‘Mum, Cyder and Perry, to raise Money by 
-way of a Lottery, for the Service of the Year 

1721, and for transferring the Deficiency of a 
late Malt-Act to the Land-Tax for the said 
Year; and for disposing certain overplus 
Money to proper Objects of Charity ; and for 
giving further Time to Clerks and Apprentices 
to pay Duties omitted to be paid for their In- 

“dentures and Contracts; and touching small 
Quantities of Cyder exported ; and for Relief 
of Captain John Perry, concerning Dagenham 
Breach; and touching lost Bills, ‘Tickets or 
Orders ; and concerning the Duty of small 

-. Pieces of Plate ; and to enable the Undertakers 
for raising Thames Water in York-Buildings, 
to sell Annuities by way of a Lottery; and 
for satisfying a Debt, which was charged on 

~ the late Duty on Hops; and for appropriating 

\the Monies granted in this Session of Par- 
.liament. 

21. — forthe further preventing his Ma- 
. Jesty’s Subjects from trading tu the East-Indies 
under foreign Commissions ; and for encou- 
raging and further securing the lawfit Trade 
thereto; and for further regulating the Pilots of 
Dover, Deal and Isle of Thanet. ; 

22, — for enabling Charles Earl of Arra 
to purchase the forfeited Estate of James 
Butler, late Duke of Ormond ; and for grant- 
-ing Relief to William late Lord Widdrington ; 
. and for enlarging the Time for determining 
Claims upon the forfeited Estates; and for en- 
‘ abling the Commissioners for the said forfeited 
. Estates to certify into the Exchequer, all such 

Estates as they have found to be given to 
Popish or superstitious Uses. 

23. —~ for repairing the several Roads 
-Jeading from the Town of Ledbury in the 
County of Hereford, to the several Places 
therein mentioned. 

24. — for repairing the Road from Wen- 
.dover to the Town of Buckingham, in the 
County of Bucks. 

25. — for laying a Duty of two Pennies 
Scots, or one sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, 
_ shall apon every Scots Pint of Ale and Beer that 
be brewed for Sale, vended or tapped within 
the Town of Jedburgh, and Privileges thercof, 
fur paying the public Debts of the said Town, 
-and for supplying the same with fresh Water, 
.and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

26. — for repairing the Road from St. Giles’s 
* Pound to Kilbourne Bridge, in the County of 
Middlesex. 

_ 27. — for raising a Sum not exceeding 
500,000/. by charging Annuities at the Rate of 
51. per cent. per ann. upon the Civil List Re- 

-- venues, till redeemed by the Crown; and for 

enabling his Majesty, his Heirs or Successors, 

9 
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(by causing such.a Deduction to be made as 


therein is mentioned) to make good to the 
Civil List the Paymests which shall have Been 
made upon the said Annuities ; and for bor- 
rowing Money upon certain Lottery-Tickets ; 
and for discharging the Corporations for As- 
surances of Partof the Money which they were 
obliged to pay-to his Majesty ; and for making 


good a Deficiency to the East-India Company. | 


28. — for raising Money upon the Estates 
ofthe late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Director, Cashier, Deputy-Cashier and Ac~ 
countant of the South-Sea Company, and of 
Jobn Aislabie, Esq. and likewise of James 
Craggs, Senior, Esq. deceased, towards making 
good the great Loss and Damage sustained by 
the said Company ; and for disabling such of 
the said Persons as. are living, to held any 
Office or Place of Trust under the Crown, or 


to sit or vute in Parliament for the future ; 


and for other Purposes in the said Act ex- 
pressed. | 

29. — forthe King’s most Gracious, Gene- 
ral and Free Pardon. 

30. — for appointing Commissioners to ex- 
amine, state, and determine the Debts. due to 
the Army. . 

31. — for explaining and making more 
effectual the several Acts concerning Bankrupts. 

32, — to explain and amend the Act of the 
12th Year of her late Majesty’s Reign,’ inti- 
tuled, § An Act for repairing the Highway or 


‘Road from the Stone®End iu the Parish of ° 


‘St. Leonard, . Shoreditch, in the Coumy of 
‘ Middlesex, to the furthermost Part of the 


‘ Northern Road in the Parish of Enfield, in the - 
_* same County, next co the Parish of Cheshunt 


‘in the County of Hertford.’ 
Anno? Georgii 1. Sess. 2. 


An Act for making several Provisions to re- 
store the Public Credit, which suffers by the 
Frauds and Mismanagements of the late Di- 
rectors of the Suuth-Sea Company, and others. 

Anno 8 Georgii 1. 


1. An Act for granting ao Aid to his Ma- 


jesty by a Land-Tax to be raised in Great Bri- 


tain, fur the Service of the Year 1722. 

2. — for continuing the Duties on Malt, 
Mum, Cyder and Perrv, to rae Money by 
way of a Lottery, for the Service of the Year 


1722, and for transferring the Deficiencies of a 


late Malt-Act to the Land-Tax for the said 
Year; and fur giving Time for inserting the 


Money given with Apprentices in their Inden- 


tures, and touching lost Bills, Tickets or Or- 
ders; and for exchanging the Tickets in the 
Exchequer for Certificates ; and for suppressing 
Lotteries, denominated Sales, and other private 
Lotteries ; and for enlarging the Time for the 
Accountant General of the Bank of England, 
to return Duplicates of Annuities into the Ex- 
chequer. 

S. — for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their Quarters. | 7 


ws 
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4. -— for taking off the Daty upon all Salt 
used in the Curing of red Herrings, and laying 
@ proportionable Duty apon all red Herrings 
consumed at Home only ; aad for ascertaining 
the Customs and Excise payable for the Sugar- 
Houses in Scotland; and for making an Al- 
lowance for Salt lost in any Harbour or River 
of this'Realm ; and for the better securing the 


_ Duties on Salt delivered in Scotland. 


5. —toexplain and amend the Act passed 
in the third Year of his present Majesty’s 
Reign, for repairing the Highway from several 
Places therein meationed, leading towards 
Highgate Gate-House and Ilampstead, in the 


County of Middlesex. 


6. — for granting the People called Quakers, 


such Forms of Affirmation or Declaration, as 


«a 


may remove the Difficulties which many-of 
them lie under. . 

7. .— for laying a Duty of two Pennies Scots 
orone sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, apun 
every Seots Pint of Ale or Beer that shall be 
brewed fot Sale, vended or tapped within the 
Town of Elgine, and Privileges thereof, for 
paying the public Debts of the said Town, and 
or other. the Pur therein mentioned. 

8. — to enable his Majesty effectually to 
sola Commerce (for the Space of one 

ear) with any Country that is or shall be in- 
fected with the Plague ; and for shortening the 
Continuance of an Act passed in the 7th Year 
of his Majesty’s Reign, mtituled, ¢ An Act for 
‘ repealing an Act made in the 9th Year of her 


-©Jate Majesty Queen Anne,’ intituled, ¢ An 


“Act to oblige Ships coming from Places 
“infected, more.effectually to perform their 
*Quarentine; and.for the better prevent- 
€ing the Plague being brought from Foreign 
‘ Parts into Great Britain or Ireland, or Isles 
“< of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark or Man; 
* and to‘hinder the Spreading of Infection.’ 

9. — for continuing an Act passed in the 
10th Year of the Reign of ber late Majest 


-titaled, * An Act for repairing the Highway 


‘between a certain Place called Kilhurn- 
© Bridge, inthe County of Middlesex, and Spar- 
“ rows-Herne in the County of Hereford;’ and for 


- making thd said Act more effectual. 


10. — for repealing such Clauses in the Act 
passed in the 7th Year of his Majesty’s Reign 


' (relating to Quarentine and the Plague) as give 


Power to remove Persons from their Habita- 
tions, or to make Lines about Places infected. 

11. — for restoring and rebuilding the Haven 
and Piers of Bridport, in the County of Dorset; 
and for making a Stuice there. 

12. — giving further Encouragement for the 
Importation of Naval Stores; and for other 
Parposes therein mentioned. 

- 19. —— for the amending the Highways, 
lending from Brampton-Bridge, near Church- 
Brampton im the County of Northampton, 
through the Parish of Thornby, to a Bridge 
called Welford-Bridge, in the Parish of Wel- 
ford in the said County; and also the great 
Post- Road from a Place called Morter-Pit Hill, 


in the Parish of Pisford in the said County, 
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through the Towns and Parishes of Brixworth, 
Lamport, Maidwell, Kelmarsh, and Oxendon 
Magna, to a Bridge called Chain- Bridge, lead- 
ing into Market Harborough in the County of 
Leicester. 

14, ~—- for making the River Eden navi- 
er to Bank-End in the County of Cumber- 
and. 

15. — for Encouragement of the Silk Mans- 
factures of this Kingdom ; and for taking off 
severnl Duties on Merchandizes exported ; 
and for reducing the Duties upon Beaver-Skins, 
Pepper, Mace, Cloves, and Nutmegs im ported ; 
and for the Importation of all Furs of the 
Product of the British Plantations, into this 
Kingdom only ; and that the two Corporations 
of Assurance, on any Suits brought on their 
Policies, shalt be liable only to single Damages 
and Costs of Suit. , 

16. — for taking off the Duty upon all Sale 
used in the Curing and Making of White Her- | 
rings, and instead thereof layiug a proportiona- 
ble Duty upon all White Herrings consumed at 
Home only ; and for making an Allowance for 
Tobacco exported from Scotland, in the Time . 
therein mentioned; and for giving farther 
Relief to the Refiners of Rock-Salt. 

17. — for more equal paying and better col- 


‘lecting certain small Sums therein mentioned, 


for Relief of Ship-wrecked Mariners, and dis- 
tressed Persons (his Majesty’s Subjects) in the 
Kingdom of Portugal; and for other pious and 
charitable Purposes usually contributed to by 
the Merchants trading to Portugal. 

18, — to prevent the clandestine Running 
of Goods, and the Danger of Infection thereby ; 
and to prevent Ships breaking their Quaren- 
tine ; and to subject Copper Ore, of the Pro- 
duction of the British Plantations, to such Re- 
gulations, as other enumerated Commodities of 
the like Production are subject. : 

19. — for the better Recovery of the Penal- 
ties inflicted upon Persons who destroy the 
Game, aes 

20. — for paying off and cancelling one 
Million of Exchequer-Bills, and to give Ease 
to the South-Sea Company, in respect of. its 
present Obligation to circulate or contribute 
towards circulating Exchequer-Bills; and‘ to 
give further Time to that Company for Repay- 
ment of one Million, which was lent to them ; 
and for issuing a further Sum of New Exche- 
quer-Bills towards his Majesty’s Supply, to be 
discharged and cancelled, when the said Com- 
pany shall repay the Million owing by them ; 
god that the Exchequer-Bills, which are to con- 
tinue, may be circulated at easy and moderate 
Rates; and for appropriating the Suppkes 
granted to his Majesty in this Session of Par- 
kament ; and for Relief of the Sufferers at 
Nevi and St. Christophers, by an Invasion of 
the French in the late War, and for laying a 
further Duty on Apples imported; and for as- 
certaining the Dutieson Pictures imported, -— 

21. — to enable the South-Sea Company to 
dispose of the Effects in their Hands by way of 


Lottery or Subscription, or to sell Past of their 


ecliii] 

Fund or Annuity payable at the Exchequer, in 
order to pay the Debts of the said Company ; 
_and for Relief of such, who were intended to 
have the Benefit of a late Act touching Pay- 
ment of Ten per cent. therein mentioned. 

22. —- to prevent the Mischiefs by foreign 
Powers to transfer such Stocks, or to receive 
‘ such Annuities or Dividends as are therein 
mentioned, or by fraudulently personating the 
true Owners thereof; and to rectify the Misx 
tak@ of the late Managers for taking Subscrip- 
— tiofS for increasing the Capital Stock of the 
South-Sea Company, and in the Instruments 
founded thereupon. 

' 93, — for prolonging the Times for hearing 
and determining Claims before the Trustees, in 
whom the Estates of the late South-Sea Direc- 
tors, and of John Aislabie, Esq. and likewise 
~ of James Craggs, Esq. deceased, are vested ; 
and for other Purposes therein mentioned. 

94. — for the more effectual suppressing of 
Piracy. 

25. — for supplying some Defects in the 
Statute of the 23rd of King Henry the 8th, 
‘intituled, * An Act for Obligations to be 
“taken by two Chief Justices, the Mayor of- 
‘the Staple, and Recorder of London ;’ and 
for setting down the Time of signing Judg- 
ments in the Principality of Wales, and Coun- 
* ties Palatine. | 
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_ 26. — for better supplying the City and Liber- 

ties of Westminster, and Parts adjacent, with 
Water. a ; 

27. — for the bettgr preventing Abuses 
committed in weiyhing and packing of Butter - 
in the City of York. 

28. — for supplying the Records of the 
Commissary Court of Aberdeen, burnt or Icet 
in the late Fire there, 

_ 29. — for preventing Delays in the Execu- 

tion of the Trust reposed in the Governors of 
the Hospital of King James, founded in the 
Charter-House, at the Charges of Thomas 
oe Esq. for the Benefit of the said Hos- 
pital. c 

30. — for repairing the Highways from the 
Stones-End at Whitechapel Chureh, in the 
County of Middlesex, to Shenfield, and to the 
furthermost Part of the Parish of Woodford, 
leading to the Town of Epping in the County | 
of Essex. | 

31. — to vest the Ground, Wharf ard Key, 
called Wood-Key, in the Parish of All Saints 
Barking, in the City of London, with the 
Buildings and Warehouses thereupon, in Trus- 
tees for his Majesty, his Heirs and Successors 
for ever, subject to an Agreement made on 
his Majesty’s Behalf, with the Wardens and 
Assistants of the Free-School in Sevenoake, in 
the County of Kent. 3 


\ 
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